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Biography

Lewis Tambs was born in San Diego in 1927. He served in the United States Army
from 1945-47 and 1950-51. Lewis graduated from the University of California
Berkley with a degree in civil engineering in 1953 and went on to work for Standard
Brands Oil in San Francisco. Tambs then worked from 1954-59 in Venezuela first as a
pipeline engineer for Creole Petroleum in Caracas and later as a General Manager
for CACYP Petroleum in Maracaibo.

Upon returning to the states he studied Latin American History at UC Santa Barbara,
where he received a Masters and Ph.D. Lewis taught at Creighton University as an
assistant professor and later became a tenured professor and the Director for Latin
American Studies at Arizona State University. He also taught at the graduate level at
Thunderbird International School of Management. Lewis was fluent in Portuguese
and Spanish and wrote various books and articles on Russia, Hitler’s Spanish Legion,
and most notably Latin America. Lewis Tambs’ expertise led him to a position as a
Latin American consultant at the National Security Council in 1982 and was
subsequently appointed United States Ambassador to Colombia (1983-1985) and
Costa Rica (1985-1987).
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Box 1
Status Title

CLOSED Tambs, Lewis A. -Biography
CLOSED Tambs, Lewis – Chron [September 1982-October 1982]
CLOSED Tambs, Lewis – Chron [11/01/1982-11/15/1982]
CLOSED Tambs, Lewis – Chron [11/16/1982-11/30/1982]
CLOSED Tambs, Lewis – Chron [December 1982]
CLOSED Tambs, Lewis – Chron [January 1983-February 1983]
CLOSED Tambs, Lewis – Chron [03/01/1983-03/23/1983]
CLOSED Tambs, Lewis – Chron [03/24/1983]
CLOSED Tambs, Lewis – Chron [03/25/1983-03/31/1983]
OPEN Tambs, Lewis – Chron [May 1983]
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