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P:"AC'E: Po ol Ho u s e , Ma i~on Fl eur ~ ' [ au 

Gene v a , Swi t z e r l a nd 

PAR'l'l CI PANTS : 

Un i t e d States 

Fr e~ ident R~aga~
 

••:' 11 1"' 11' 0. " ri ~r. In t er~r~ter
 

Ge ne ral Secrfo tar". Gcrb<;chev 
1>, Csper.s;;"., r r.e e r jc- e e e r 

Du ring t he i r b:r ie~ walk f r on t he Vi l l a a t F l e ur d 'Eeu t o the 
p oo l houEe , the Presid e nt an~ ~r,e r al secre t a ry Go:r~a~hev cie not 
dis~u~s su bstance, confini no t he ir conve rsation t o t he Pr e s i 
c ert ', old mo v i e s . Ir, the course o f that conver s a tion t h e Presi 
cen t sugges ted to ~r. Gcr bachev th at he intorn ~r. A r~tov that 
he had ~a d e not on ly ~rade - 5 movi es, bu t also a few 900d o~e ! . 
Gorbachev II>Pn ~jc'~, eQ U :a t he ha~ r e ce-n t Ly e e en ~ Kit1 9 '" Ro..· ~ and 
ha~ l~ ):",l! i t ve:-,' ,.,uet:. • 
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Se~~e::: i r f ront of " f i rE-r l a c e e t the' poo l nco ee ';.he 1" ::-'0'; ;
de n : h a r,d e d Gc.rbac h ev scrr,e pape::-,; anc. S'J9g e stec th": t hey mi':lht 
con -:: ~ i r. t he s e eo of s c me t bi r.c the 'two of them c o o rc e e r ee upon . 
!:; e "O (if"C ";La t he hac One copy 6 0ne i r. Pu £ s.iar.. 

c crcecoe v d",\'c ~ E' c' e f lO " rr.in u t e s to reae in", t h r o u g h tho; s e ? a 
r e ee oceume r.e e . 

Go r b i'l c he v pre faced h is n '''ction by seying t hat , of cou rs e, 
wno.';. h e would present n o~ wa s b a sed on his firs t impression of 
what wa s c o~tained in t he f ormul ati ons. He tho~ 9ht t hat some of 
the i s sues de a l t wi t h di d con tain some substa nce t hat mer ited 
~ er ious di scussion wi th a v i ew to b r i ng ing the posit ions of t h e 
sides clcser t oge t he r . 

~ i th r e f erence t o s p a ce we a pons he had SOme que s tions to ask 
~nd, O~ t he bas i~ o~ ~is firs~ reading. some consi~erations and 
Dtjec"::ion ~ t o s t a t e. FE> wou Ld ~i t' s t re f er t o ~cm,e thing tha t 
C0U ){ b~ le ~t for : ur "::her d is c u s s i ons. 

~h~ Pr e si d e n ":: i~ terjected t o the effe c t that t he ~aterial s et 
: cr":: h i~ these pape r s sh ould be vi e~~c as ~ seed f or p ossi b l e 
Lr.s t ru c t.f orcs to th E> " r r:,5 ne"ot iato r s o ~ both s i d e s. 

Go r b8 c h e v sa id h e ~~ce r stooc t he P re sice~t' s lCea. b u t st ill 
h ",':: s ome ol: jectic,,-'s tc s t a ,,: e, 

\-: i ,,: h r e:e r,-.,'ce ,,:: ~, r a:- as: :' a p h 1 o f t he :irs': pepe-r. concernir." 
5C ",er ee n ":: r e d u e ' i o n s ir, s ';.ra teg ic o:fe!'si\'E arrr,s, ';. r. a ,: ve s ac
ce p t a bl e anc h e \<-a ~ " rE!,,,r ,,,e h"re t o d iscuss this IT,a tt ~r in te rMS 
c,: seekins: a mutual ) ,' d c- c-ep"ab le SOlu tion. Ho,,'e'· fo :-, he ....ou l e 
1', ~ ," E to note t h a t 61.:"ir, <: t h e me etin" bet"·e en r c n ,i g r: ~: ir"i s ters i n 
c en eve Je s t J a nu,; ".y 2" reem",r:t, hac be~r, r e a c hed ~h<!lt !'uc !", r ", 
cuctior.s ~ou ld be ~egot ia te G tog ethe". ~i th ",n ao ~eement hal ":: : n" 
,,~ ~ rms race in s 9 ace . I n ot he~ ....o rcs. a r~s r ~duc tions mu st be 
,"ie~ec ir t hei ". in ':e rre l ation s h ip ~it h s pace ....eapo~~. That id~a 

h a d b een ~g reec upo r. i r. Ge neva in J anua ry. but he had to no~e 

thp.t here i t seems t o have evapora ted . 

The P resident sa id th~t h e a i d not see these de . e!' ~ive ~eap

on s a s con Ftit u'::~ ng a p a rt 0 : the e r ms race in viev of what he 
h a d said j ust a ~e" mome nt s age a t th e t eb l e , to the ,,~ ~ect t ha t 
if and "'h e r such a rm~ ",.. re d e v e l o ? e c. , they wou Ld be er.e. r ec ,,-i~h 

everyone in v o l v e c ir r-ce r e e r we e p o n a . . 'hy cou le t his IT,at te r no t 
b e set as ide i n c r oe l'" t o s e e ....hat cou~d be ",g r eed ~ po r r egard ing 
th~ shar ing o~ s uch th i ~ os ? Th is ~ou l c en a bl e t h E two sides to 
c eter~ ~ne ~ha~ poli c i~ s ~ere a va i l abl e ~ha t c ~u ld he ) ~ e2l 0: us 
t o get r i c . o f n ucle a ~ ~eapo!'s. 
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'.- :' ''.' " .,,:: ,., ,, :-: i ,, '" t 0 ';::1'" ,' ~ t <i GE,.t ' f :" .. .. "' ,- ,- ~ "' C .,.-j:, ::; C, " :,1'.ciJ(~ , ' 

£ I' ie ,;: r,,, : ~;. ~. \··a, r.:c OJ ; " :' (" Or:-.rr, e,.-,,, . E i~ '-' e " ::: ~J c comraer;-; ::-E'GL:-: 
in " .. n e Ea ,,-," " ," c t : or. o f "t h e c r-c ur-e-r.r hO' h" t j t: s "t :co= ae "' ;;.£ ::'0 n c ..~ 
t h oo £ uac o= p t l OT. t.r.e t. " so=~" ,.a'LF :'r. ';: e !"i r:- ac r e ernerrt; be ccnc I u ce-c 
l irrit i n~ l e ~ 6 - b~ ,-, E' c l Nf ~i£ ~ i : e s ~ i".h e ~~e~ to Evpr. tua l comclotE 
o=lir:-.i r,a t ioT.. c: .,u -:+ n i s s.L j e r . 'l" ;'.i" , too , requi ,.e c :c:n.hEr c l a:::: :'
f i c~ t i o~ . Wh o". w~ apo~E woulc ~e c ov E' :::: e c i n suc h a n a 9ree n~ r.t , 

takl n<:l i n ". c- ;0 (" 1:' 0-"' ,, ';: t h", ex is ..enc e c : not only t . E . bu t a ls o 
E,.it: i s h anc F ,-en c b n.i e.e i i ee. 0 : tb,, ';: ty;:>E'? This h aa n o t be e r. ma de 
ClE":::: . 

F-econ c.l y, i n th e pepe r menti o r, ing- thEe possib le Ln t.e r i.rn aq r e-e> 
men t o n Lv l " n c -bss E" d rfLed i ult-::::an"E' mi s s a Le s were men tioned ; wh a t 
about med i urr.er a no e cru ise IT.is s i l ",s Ls un c h e d f r olli aircra ft or traIT, 
airc r a ft c"rrie ,-s ? One h a d t o note i mme d i a t e l y t h a t u n d er the 
la n~u age conta ined in the docume nt scme nu c l ear we a pon s would 
clearly r e ma in outs i de limita~ ions ; never theless , they d id e xist , 
they c ould be firec anc na turally should a lso b e covered by a ny 
acrf<e me nt . 

Mev i n? or. t~ p a r a g :::: a p h 3 of the same documen t concern ing rE
" "'e r e }', CGT,cu, t e c by e a c h SiOE in the e r e e of s t rategic A B~ dE' 
f e r. ,-, o= , Gc-r t.ach €l· ;,·ar.tec to ask p r ecise l y wba t. t he Pres iden t h ad 
c.r, f:".ind vr.er. s. ;. · e a J.:i n~ 0: su c h r esea rc h. Ee u n6e rstood that basic 
::- e s f- a ,-cr. :'L ,j, " bc·,-,no:-:.p s w/l s undo=r..-a y (he me a rt sc ienti fic r e c c 
,-a t c.. ,' :es, o~ c o u r s e i b u t wou ld a lso note tha t su ch re s.eec-cf 
shot: ~ c T,O 't; i nc ~ u " e the c onstr uc tior, 0 :: prototy?"'! 0 :::: s "- ,,,ple s , 0:::: 
t n e i r tE's t i n c . He ,o",ph a siz'Cc t r.a t i t was n e ce ss a r y t o c r e.r s rv 
t he ;ore:; ; SE , ' E a " i ,, ~ 0 : that r e s Eo..,- ch. The r e "s o n he "'8 S a s kin g 
t hi s oue s ".i u .•:a5 - r.e c h e k ne.. ';: hat ir. th e P :::: ,,~i de nt 's h~n :: t e 

a oc s c !N' ~ \' t ~' ~ c.i ff'C r e n t i n": ",r D ret~". ia n s o f t h E' h "l~: ~ :c e B t v ' s 

c c-ovi e i c r.s ...<-~'" c r: e x i e t e n c e . On", "·a s a n a rra"· c r.t.e r pr e t.e t. c c r. 
..'h i (" h ~,~c ;c·H, r. cor,': "i ne 6 ir; ~ n '~n bEr o f ODeUl: "2~t£ of t h e t·,S . 
C C l: c :::: e ~ s a , c c : ! h~ C.S. A r~f Co n 't; rc l and D isar~a~ E' n t Agen c y . 
Tb~ t ~ a ~ ~ c .. :'n~e~?, ~ t at i on ~aE ~l~ay s lir: i tec to re sea r ch no t 
9 ::in9 be y c_nc' : r,t- t h r e s ho Ld c: lab~·r" t o ry ..'0":. !\CW , hO"'eve ,- , he 
"·a!: Ol l s c " ,:z ,-", c: c b,-oace ,- int.", rp,-"t" t i c s.. u r. z e r "' h ieh ".he cor. ~ 

s tructi o r, 0 :: ;; notc-,t" pes and s a mp j e s wou Ld h (' !'E,-m it tee. Und e,. 
t h a .. inte,-prE t.~ t i c·" o ne could i n nc ve y s pea r. a bout "omply in"" 
"' i t l': the pro"isi o ns 0 :: the )_E~; T,-e a t y . Tb I.: E , f u r-t h e r- c larifi ca
tion ~a ~ n ~ edec h e ,.e as we l l. 

The Pre s i dE n~ sa i e tha t wO' d i d i ndeed h a v e mOre than one i n
t e::::pre tat ion c l the A B~ Tr e a t y. Un d e r onE' s uch i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
t est ing wou l d be i nclud ed in o ,-d e r t o k n o~ t hat i n Dractice we 
die b2ve s u c h " v e e .pon, .'ust to r.ave a l a bor a t o r y t h'Cory wou ld 
no t be E"n o ugr, . It: wa r, h i s :ho u ght ';:hat all t hi~ cou ld be cove ,.e d 
by an a g repne nt u n d e ,- whic~ we "s we l l as o the r " could ~ g ree t h at 
n o coun t::-y ....'au l d h a ve a f!Lo nopoly of suc h ....'e epon e . They wou ld b oe 
s ha,-e c b y a ll . 'J'h ~ M:or st t l'-,ing t h a t h e cou ld i mag i n e ,,'a s for an y 
o~e co ~n t ry ~c a~q~ : ,- e a :i,.s t -ttr i ke capab i l ity . 



G( ,~;,'Ocil<-\ - r'c~.·';: :i,il':- :. b ~ Sc.vi e t. L'uc'r r.<.<: 6.,; :-15 ::-'0 <'. : c.::- ,,11 
,. n", vc r r c 'l-~ -r.,;~::, ant' v-es n::,": 6e,, 1<.:;:- i1'," ~ C"' "' ;' (0 (.'r,i :ec s c e t.e s e s 
" " L, H;< "C t. h e sovi e -, t roia , "'c t',l c nc r. be t.he L .rs-: to u se p,c l e er 
v-e e pc n s . I' as t h : e " C" t e u f f i c i e r rt. i:: t h ~ " ,u'ct e::" werE t a k e n s er c 
e,us1y? !io,,-e",, ::" , h e T,ac r c note that th ~ IJnit ec s t.et.es di d no t 
t-e i i eve ti" . 

Th~ Y~ e~ id er.t i n te~ject ed ~~~t he a nd Gc ::" b ach€ v mi g h t no: 
"h.;a'·" b .. he r-.. . 

Go::"b~ ch .. v said ~h at ~hen h e spok e o f not be ing be l ieved he 
rnEan "t t h a -: t h e Dnit e c Sta tes did not believe the Soviet Union 's 
s t e t en.ent. he hac j UEt mentioned . In that case, why should the 
Sov ~~ t Pn i o n beli e ve t h e Freside n t '~ statement abou t s haring ::"e
suIts of "the re se arch i n question, and t h a t the United States 
would no t take adva ntaqe of h aving developed ~ strateg ic defense? 

Th!" Pres ident replied t ha t that ~';H because t h e negot iators 
of bolh Eides cou ld set do~n in a s p e c i f i c agreement tha t both 
90v~ ~n ~e n ts ha d a~ reed not to ~etain a monopoly of defensive 
ve apon s , a r; a g ,:-eemer.t. that h e and Go r b a c h e v ...·ould s ign. He would 
~ !5 C pc in~ ou t tha t. ou r two countr i e s we re no t a lon!" in the 
vc.r rc . 'rt.e re wer e ot hers, such as Qaddhafi, f a!" Examp le, a nd 
pe crl~ c~ t h at tind, wh e would not a t ~ll be av erse to dropping ~ 

n \lc ~ e b::C ,,'''' ''por or, the ;,"hite House. He :,e l i e "ed i 1'. t !'-,e i d ea o ~ 

b,·t:--. ou::c a C'\'e~n;nen ts ag ~ e "i n c H'. at both c o"duc-t. relevar,t. rese arc l'. 
~ne. 'cha t be :!' share the re su l t s of suc h rese ar c h ; if on e c o u nt r y 
P" O:; \l CEG a c .. fer,s i\'e s bie ld b e f o:ce, the ot.he,.-, it v ou j c mal:<' it 
e ve i r e c r e r o ~11. 

J... ' fe·::" t>eli"vi", ,, : h e scvc e - rn ion ' ~ comrri tme n t r,c t t o be the 
fir s t. t o 1..: "', nucl ~t. r ·~-e " po:'.5 .. th Ee F r e E' i c o= r-: ,",oul d rf' f"ir,d cor c eenev 
tha t i f S : o c k ho : f" ""' E r.ec s oosc r i cec t.o ::. r.E' 6 0c-:::cine t. ne t. COUn 
trie~ mus-: not U~e : o r c e a 9 a i r. 5 ~ ea ch other . 

"' iU-. S C'~ E e me t ior. Go~ba Ch~\ ' a pDeb l e c to t hr. rre e s eent as fo1 

I N"~ . ! f t. h e t,,·c s i d e s wa r e i rt6 ~ · " d searchi n e; ::o r a wa y t.c he I t
 
t.he e rms race a nd t.o begi n t o 6e ~1 seriou s l y ,,-i t h disarrr.ament,
 
the~ wt a t woul d be th ~ p u rpose of 6eploy i ng a ~ ~ apon t h a t i s a s
 
yet u r.kncwn ",n c unpredi c tabl e ? "'h e :.- e ""as the l og ic o f s tar t ins
 
e n e r ms ra e .. i n <' nev sphere? I t must clearl y be understood tha t
 
veri:: i c~ t i on of suot we apons would be t o t a l l y u nre l i a bl.. because
 
0: t hEi,.- IT,aneu\'er"bility a nd mob ility even i f t hey were class i fie d 
as de f e n sive. Pe o p l e wo uld not be in " p o s it i o n to d etermine 
w~at i -: wa s t hat wo u l d be p la c e d i nto s ~ace anc wo ul d surely r e
~a r d i t as a~ add i t i a ~ a l tLr e a "t , t h ~~ eby c~e a tin~ crisis si t ua 
t i""s . If t h!' g o a l "-'as to qet ri d of r.u c lea r c e epon s , why s t a rt 
e r. e rn.s ::-aCE in ano tb,'~ sphe ~ e ? 

Th e Pres iden t asked Go~bachev t o rpme~be::" ~h at t h e s e were n C't 
",·eapo r.E "tt,at r.ill !,sorlE o r d est~oy ci tie s , t he s e were ...-e e p c rs s 
":ha ~ dest,.-oy n ",cl~ar ltissiJes . I f t h .. r e were s g::c ~ep-;e n t tha.t 
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: h-=,.-~ v:oul ~ ~ ". !J C r.e ec : c.,,- P ,C'l< c,: r c e s i r e e t,-,e c: e-r- e- F.i<;h t " , :' ~'O 

tr,c, :: t.lle ,.- " "":>>.: ic ,,~ ~. c D~ nc ne e c : 0 "- " <:: E'ne E'~ ~cc': ,- . e <c then. . ~\:'~ 

j-j ~ vou Ld alsc lC ::- "'''' c -c e.e ct.ev <ce· ,.- e cre mr.e :" ':n ",t ","' e ve re t.e Lki r.c 
b bou : s QF,,,:h i T> C : r.a:: v e s r:o t ', ' e ~ k ncwn , en c t.he t i~ r t ...·-= ,.-00 ',-o c.,'r;, 
t h ~ t ".-o u l e. - e s i i b ~ ~ · u.::-~ a'••a~· , '~ r.y the :-.,. ~h culc ",e si'c her e i 
'c h ~· """e n...·;-, il'" v:: 'ci. mc.unt e i r. s c : "'", ;;pc.,ne OT, e ;; c h s i de ? 

GcrLa c hev ccunt e , e d D' - s uc e e s t i n e t:'<::t th e" ;; nlCJ OUnCe ec t he
....c r re 'tha t; F'r",siden~ h' ~ oa r. a n ~ GEeT, -=;: "l se-c-e r e rv ccr oe cne v hac 
Qec~arec ! i ,l'1 l ,- i n o ffic l ai e t a~ e rr· €' r,'c s t ha t. botr_' countr i es vco i c 
r e f r a i.n f r orr- r e s ,, " , c h , oe ve Lc-prr e r'; , t e gt i n" a nc. ae plo:'m€ nt 0:0 
gpace we a p o n s a n d th ~ t guch agreeThen t wQuld b~ !ub ject to apprc
f' ,iate verificat ion. '!'hus t h e ; ' coule irn p le:ne r.t t he i d e a of open 
laboratories a n d at t he s a me t iThe pe9 in the proces s 0: 50 -pe r ce nt 
reductiens i n o ffensive arms . 

The President as ked i f Gorbachev had i n mind that Soviet l a b 
orator~e s wo u l d be open to v i s i t s b y our exper ts and that their 
Experts wo u l d be free t o visit o u r labora tories . 

Gorbachev r ep l i e d tha t the So v i e t Un i o n ",oule acree to o p en 
its labora t o ri e s provi d e d t hey ",e re us ed :oor tb~ pu , p o se of v e ri
fyi n g ho~ the ac, ~e me rt o n banni ng and non-u~e 0: s pa ce ""eapons 
"': a s bein'.' cor:-, pl i e d ",i tr. . 

ThE Pr~s io E- nt s ai e he elc n o t knc~ ~hy Go rc ;;c h e v kept on 
spea): i lCJ,? 0 : t r,ace ..-e eper.e . Ke r,a d no i d e a 0 : p r e c i s.e l y ...·h" t th <, 
ne t.u r e c: t.he s e v e e pons wou Ld be ; oovever , ce ce r tain l y r.ac nc 
in~e ntion o f pu tt i n g something in to s pa c e 'c ~ at wou lc t h re aten 
pec c r e on Ea r t r.. Some ye e r s e e c t.he r-e h a c Le e r. so:ne t alk e o ou e 
p'" t ~~ n g nc c J e- a c- r.,:' s si l eF :'n to orbi t i r. ",," '."e ....·ea nons th at oou ,-,o 
b" c,o?pee o r. "n y p(,,;1.nt: "r [ .ar t h. Tr, i, ..-e s no'. vha t h e ",a s ~ a:' Y. 

il' c a bo ·~ t . f; e wou le ,pc"l l ti'. a~ i n l S2 5 i1'. ~hi , c' ·n- o f GE-ne v,,
~l l ,,~ the ~ount r i e~ th n ~ h ~ d ~~rt icipat"d i r ~ or l e ~ ar " h ac me ~ 
a n a :-.ac , e ~ch .. c a",e",men~ not r c ur", po i >'01'_ c ae "-- 2r'0l 'e . I'eVE-r
thEl e s s . a ::' : h i' c kept -th€ l::- e e s ~,a s ):, .•;r,c: :~ E ...- a ~ say ing nov 
v c 8 t h a t WF ~ ho~ l6 "'C f c,~ a,c te ri c the "'o r l c c : the t h re at c: 
nuc Le e r- ...·eapoL ~ . but a t thE Same ~ ir:-,,," TE' t ain s e,rretr-, ing li ke that 
gas m",sy., i. . f' .• a shi.tO ld t hat wou Ld prot€'ct r u z- cOUntrieE shoul d 
th"re be a n un fore se eab l ~ retu r n to n ucl~a r mis~ i. l~ E . 

Gor bac hev wa n t e c to r e pe a t so~e thi ng he h a d s aid at the p len 
ary meet~ng. He had pointed out t hat the Sov iet Gov ernmen t ha c 
r-e a Lf y ca ,pfully c onsi d e r e d eve r;'th ing that hac bee" sa id by the 
P ze s f d e rrt; ,,'ith ,egard to s Dt . e spec ially all r.is ;; r gume nt s i1', 
favor o f SDr. To a c-erta in exten t he cou ld cr- e er s e ene the Presi
dent On a human l e v e l ; h e coul d und e r s t a n d t h a t the i d e " o f s t ,a
teg i c de!ense h a o capti va ted t he r r e s Lde nrts i mao i 1',a t i o n . Ho..-e v
e r , e.s <0 p o liti ca l ree cer he c o uld n o t poss i b l y <>.<;" ",e ~ ' i th t h e 
P ,esident ",ith , e ga,d to th is cOl'~e pt . He ""ou l d a ~ s ure the P ,es 
i d e n t t hat t h i s ...'a". n o ~_ t h e r esu lt o ~ s ome men,,::'y cap,iciou". 1'.'c
t i t u o !2 . H<c wa s net s ayi:Jo t hi~ :o ~ sOl"e s c r t c·: pet ~ y ,,, ,, s ons. 



or. t h e l:,~r_i " c t ,_ ,.- (~ C,, ;,. C. a" ~ : : - ' ;_'- ~ \- sc c e r.r i s. r r , Scv::'E-~ cF " .", ' 
,,"- ;""":', ,,,=-i,"-L, h .. hee '0O con, :"'''<- ~~~:: i= ': ~ l'" SO\' ie ,;: Ur.Lor " ,"=- '" '::c 
liarEe !O c c c r o c e e e " le ;,,'" ':h ~ di::-Eect ie,r e f SD; . a nc th is -"' Ii ~ c o r. 
f ~ ~rec b ': Ii l n'QEt el: e c t hc.r i t e t a ve peopl e , i~ i ,:: ,",'e r E c r;; ggec 
Lrt.o t h i s n e" c.:..ner~ior e,: ';: h e e rrns r ~ "'<e "- '::h~ o t.h e z e r ce would b e 
bou n d '::0 : 05~ cor. f i ce n 'E ant ~ou l c s~ek t o ccu~ te:- SO! in en y 
po s~ib l !" vey. i ncl u ciro c b y i n(', ~a s i ;"g t h E' n umb e r s o f i ":s off ~r. 

si v~ a ~n s. Thu s, i ~ wo u lc ~O~ /Take a n y ser.E~ a t a ll for t he So v 
i Eet U ~io~ t o helD t h e L . S . i n the dE VEe l opme nt of 2 s~rate o i c de 
:e ns ~. I n adcit io~ . h e woul d o c int oct t h a~ e d e f e n se agair.st 
o n e ce r ta in l <e VE : o f str a t <e g i c rni5~ il e t v ,,- s o n e thing , but a d~ 

f e n s e as ~ins t a mu c h larg e r nu~be~ o f s uch ~i s s i l e 5 woul d not be 
re liabl e a ~ a ll. This c ould only l ead t o th e c o nc lu s ion t h a t th e 
only possibl~ use of a st:-a t e g i c c e rer.se wa s t o defend aga i r.st a 
w~a kened retal iatory s ":rike n o t against a f i rst s t r ike. It s hou l d 
certainly b e re~l i z ed by the President as we ll t hat the great 
na jority of people t hroughou t the wo r l d , i n cl u d i n g s cientists, 
we r e extremely c o ncerned over the developm~nt of space weapons , 
wh a t e v e r the i r avowed purpo s e . Among such people were a n un,b e r 
of V .S . Se cre taries o f Oefense a n d s u c h experts as Ambassadors 
Smi th an d Warn ke. Gorba c hev k r. e ~ what t h e y h a d said about it, he 
had read the i :- ~ t at eme nt s &nd it was c : e Qr ~ hat str a t e g i c defens e 
wou ld on l y b e UEe f ,, : a f t e r a firn s t r Lke DO' t h e s ice deployi ng 
suer. defense . :'his ve s a VEe ry ,,<'"ricuE p rc. ~J.e~ tod ay a nc h e wo ul c 
,,-sk t h e Pr~ t id ~n ,,: to r E +: e c:: o r. i t s e ri c-c s j y . Th ~ So v i e t Unien 
had n O desi=-~ t o h arrr him a~ Pr e s i den t or to ha r rr t h E Un it ed 
So;: ao;:es as a c c ur.c rv. He- ~ irm l y be:Cie vpcl it ne cessary t o do ",11 
i n hi s p owe :- to p ~event t hiE froIT happen i ns . He wo u l d u rge th~ 

r-re s i e er.t. Jointly ~· i th h Lrr ":0 find a ,",'ay of fo rmula t ing gui 6e lir,e~ 

f o r t heir n~go ~iato r ~ with a v ie~ '::0 stoppi ng SDI. 

Th Ee P r.o ~ i" <,r, ~ t houqh t t h e y ha c US Ee C :l?, a c o r.si c'era::'le en.our.t, 
o ~ tim;;. a t; t r,i s m "'Ee~i :-. c. He t h o u g ht t h e p l p r.",-ry n,e, e o;:ing v e s a b o u t 
to oon c l u d e l r. a n y ","ent, but he would s a y o"e t h ing . He "'ou l d 
e s ): Go r ba che Y 1;0 ccnside::- t]-,is matte::.- o r,C" 1\9ai r. . H!" r- e c ogn iz ed 
that b o';: h Co t h e rr h a d ffiee e s Ome stro~g ~t a , e~e n t[ an e t hat it 
v-ou l d b e ci:"::. c u l t for e i t h e r of t he r._ tc- ::-Ee \' e::cse c,irec t i o r, . Hm_, _ 
ev~ :-, it s" e m",d to him tha t i n h i~ i d e " 0 :' 'J2 t i rr.a t e 2y sha r i n') t he 
:-esu l t s of r e se~ r c h t here ~as someth in c t hat mi o h t b", of i nterest 
to b o t h of then. HE had to t ell Go rba c h e v t h a,;: o u r p e o p l e over
wh~ lmi n ? l y wa n t e d th is d~f~nse . They l ook a t t h e sky an d thin k 
what might h a p pen if mi s s i les s udden ly a ppe a r e n d b lo,,- up e very 
thing i n our cou r.try . i'i~ be lieve tha t 't.h e idea of h avi n g a de
fen ~e against n uc lea~ missi l es involved a grEa t dea l of f aith a n d 
belie:"' . Wh e n he said .:e, he me ant most 0:' mankinc . 

Go r ba chev po in t ~d o ut tha t missile s wer e n o t ye t f l yi n g , and 
whe ther o r n o t they would f ly would dep e n d. on how h e e nd the Pr e
s id~ n t con d uc ted t h e ir r esp e c ti ve I:'oli c i ~ s . But i f snl we r e ac 
tually i mp l e lT'e n t e c , t hen layer a:"'telC l a y e r of o f f e nsive wea p o n s, 

S5€F E ':l'/~ ~j, S _ _ VE 
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SO'!:e~ "- " " ""~ : "-, " .'. . ve epcr-e . ,,'O" : C " P? E"-, i ~_ out e ,- " r ·"~,, ,,-nO: 
o r,ll' Goa r,in,s",:' " ould k r,o..- ,,'hat ,," :~ey ve r e • lr. thi~ ccr.ne c c i c» 
he voo re nO': e t hc '_ Goa crovs ces I f' :c ,-rr,atiCT only V E' :'", ' ~",le"tiv"1:; 

a nd r a:::- e. l \' . H'2 eece e r e e to t hE F re- sider. ~ t.c ::-ecoon i z c '_ he "::CU E 
n g r. a l hE: ":~S cor~'~yi n <;:, t o loin . 0. 5 Fr ", ~ i a e'i1 t eTIC t c ,;: 10", c vs . h e:.lr,ir
ist~a~ io ~ a s a ~hole th~t the So viet U ~i an ci e i Dceec wish tc 
e~t " r, l i sh a ne": r e l a tiC'!lshi p ,<ith the l'ni :i?d State, c;::d del iver 
our t wc r.e e rons ,,,-on t he i ncr e a Ei n g tea:- of n uc re e r we apc.n s , The 
So vLe t. Dr.io" t-.ad c o nc uc t e c. a <:l eep ar,,;l y s i s 0:: t he e r.t i r e sit u,, 
t i N, a nd ha c come to t he c onc Lus i o r. tha t i t ,,' a s ne ce s s e r y ;:;:recis€ 
ly now t c proce e d on t he basi s of the act ual si t~atio~; l a te r i ~ 

would be t oo l ate . This wa s why t he Soviet Union h a c tabled ser 
i ouS an d compre hen s ive propo~a ls concerning stra te g ic weapons, 
med iurr-range weapons and o th er s. This hac been t he result of a 
t h orou gh a ssessment and pro fo und understanding o f whe r e t he two 
countries stood t od a y . They now ha d a chance wh i c h they mus t not 
fail to take advan tage of. He wou l d as k the President not t o 
regard th is as we a kne ss on t he part of Gorbachev and t he Sovi e t 
l e a de r s h i p . 

D,-,:ci"C; t he lOa l k bac k to the " ill a Gc,rha cbev no ted t. he t. this 
wo u ld not be t he ir las t meeting. The F:ce s i den t expressec ~ he 

)c'<:' " e t hot the ir n ex ~ meet. i ng woul d t ake p la ce Or t· .S. soi l, <."c 
s ~i d t hat he "·01., :d ;:,e ple as.ed t o a cc e pt an i nvf t e t ac-r; to v i s Lt; 
~ he Sovie t Union in re t u rn . Gor b ache\' agreed and s ugges ted t hat 
d e ~ ~s and modali t ie s be work ed ou t by the i r re~pe" ive s~c :f s . 

Pr e F-crec <oy: 
"' i l l :'" r:. D. x r m.er 
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