
President’s Backup Copy: 

 

Signing Ceremony for 

 

I.N.F. Agreement 

 

Tuesday, December 8, 1987 


Copy provided by the 

National Archives and Record Administration 


of the 

Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum 


40 Presidential Drive, Simi Valley, CA 93065 




_J , 

(GILDER ) 12-7-B7 - 4 P.M . 

SIGN ING CEREMONY FOR I . N.F. AGREEME NT 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1987 

THANK YOU. THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH 

AND WELCOME TO THE WH ITE HOUSE. 

THIS CEREMONY AND THE TREATY WE ARE 

SIGNING TODAY ARE BOTH EXCELLEN T EXAMPLES 

OF THE REWAROS OF PAT IENCE. IT WAS OVER 

6 YEARS AGO , NOVEMBER 18, 1981, THAT I FIRST 

PROPOSED WHA T WOULO COME TO BE CALLED THE 

"ZERO OPTION." IT WAS A SIMPLE PROPOSAL - 

ONE MIGHT SAY, DISARMINGLY SIMPLE. UNLIKE 

TREATIES IN THE PAST, IT DIDN'T SIMPLY 

CODIFY TH E STATUS QUO, OR A NEW ARMS 

BU ILD -UP ; IT DIDN' T SIMPLY TALK OF 

"CONTROLLING" AN ARMS RACE. FOR THE FIRST 

TIME IN HI STORY , THE LANGUAGE OF "ARMS 

CONTROL" WAS REPLACED BY ARMS R EO!,fC TIQ ~ 

IN THI S CASE, THE COMPLETE ELIMINATION OF AN 

ENTIRE CLASS OF U. S. ANO SOVIET NUCLEAR 

MI SSILES. 
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OF CO URS E, THIS REQUIR ED A DRAMATIC 

SHIFT IN THINK ING , AND IT TOOK CONVENTION AL 

WI SDOM SOME TIME TO CATCH UP. REACTI ON , 

TO SAY TH E LEAST, WAS MIX ED . TO SOME, 

THE "ZERO OPTION" WAS IMPOSSIBLY VI SIONARY 

AND UNREALISTIC; TO OTHERS , MER ELY A 

PROPAGANDA PLOY. WELL , WITH PATI ENCE , 

DETERMINATION, AND COMMITMENT , WE 'VE MADE 

TH IS IMPOSSIBLE VISION A REALITY . 

GEN ERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV , I'M SURE 

YOU 'RE FAMILIAR WITH IVAN (KRIH -LOFF ' s) 

FAMOUS TALE ABOUT THE SWAN, THE CRAWFISH , 

AND THE PIKE. IT SEEMS THAT ONCE UPON 

A TIME TH ESE THREE WERE TRYING TO MOVE A 

WAGONLOAD TOGETHER . THEY HITCHED AND 

HARNESSED THEMSELVES TO THE WAGON . IT 

WASN 'T VERY HEAVY , BUT NO MATTER HOW HARD 

THEY WORKED THE WAGON JUST WOULDN 'T MOVE . 
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YOU SEE, TH E SWAN WAS FLYING UPWARD, THE 

CRAWFISH KE PT CRAWLING BACKWARD , THE PIKE 

KEPT MAKING FOR THE WAT ER . THE END RESULT 

WAS THAT THEY GOT NOWHERE , AND TH E WAGON IS 

STILL TH ERE TO THIS DAY. 

WELL, STRONG AND FUN DAM ENTAL MORAL 

DIFFERENCES CONTINUE TO EXIST BETWEEN OUR 

NATIONS , BU T TODAY, ON THIS VI TAL ISSUE , 

AT LEAST , WE HAVE SEEN WHAT CAN BE 

ACC OMPLI SHED WHEN WE PULL TOGETHER. 

THE NUM BERS ALONE DEMONSTRATE THE VALU E 

OF THIS AGREEMENT . ON THE SOVI ET SIDE, 

OVER 1, 500 DEPLOYED WARH EA DS WILL BE 

REMOVED , AND ALL GROUND -LAUNCHED 

INTERMEDIATE -RANGE MISSILES , INCLUOING THE 

SS-20's, WILL BE OESTROYED. ON OUR SIDE, 

OUR ENTIRE COMPLEMENT OF PERSHING II AND 

GROUND -LAUNCHEO CRUISE MISSILES , WITH SOME 

400 DEPLOYED WARHEADS, WILL ALL BE 

DESTROYED , 



- 4 -

ADDITIONAL BACKUP MISSI LES ON BOTH SIDES 

WILL ALSO BE DESTROYED . 

BUT THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS TREATY 

TRAN SC ENDS NUMBERS. WE HAVE LI STENED TO 

THE WISDOM IN AN OLD RUSSIAN MAXIM . 

I 'M SURE YOU ARE FAMILIAR WITH IT , 

MR . GENERAL SECRETARY, TH OUGH MY 

PRON UNCIATION HAY GIVE YOU DIfFICULTY . 

THE MAXIM IS: Il OVE RX_AL_NO.J~.HO VJ.R'(A I--

TRUST, BUT VERIFY . THIS AGREEMEN T CONTA IN S 

THE MOST STRI NG ENT VERIFICATION REGIME IN 

HI STORY , INCLUDING PROVIS IONS FOR IN SPECTI ON 

TEAMS ACT UA LLY RESIDING IN EACH OTHER's 

TERR ITORY AND SEV ERAL OTHER FORMS OF ON-S ITE 

IN SPECTION AS WELL. THIS TREATY PROTECTS 

THE INTERESTS OF AMERICA's FRIENDS AND 

ALLIES . IT ALSO EMBODIES ANOTHER IMPOR TANT 

PRINCIPLE: THE NEED FOR "GLASNOST" --

A GREATER OPENNESS - - IN MI LITARY PROGRAMS 

AND FORCES . 
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WE CAN ONLY HOPE THAT THIS 

HISTORY ·MAKING AGREEM ENT WILL NOT BE AN 

END IH ITSELF , BUT THE BEGI NNI NG OF A 

WORKING RELATIONSHIP THAT WILL ENABLE US 

TO TACKLE THE OTHER URG ENT ISSUES BE fO RE US: 

STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE NUC LEAR WEAP ONS ; THE 

BALANCE OF CONVENTIONAL FORCES IN EUROPE ; 

THE DESTRUCTIVE AND TRAGIC REGIONAL 

CONFLIC TS THAT BE SET SO MANY PAR TS OF OUR 

GLOB E; AND RESP ECT FOR TH E HUMAN AND NATURAL 

RIGH TS GOD HAS GRANTED TO All HEN . 

TO ALL HERE WHO HAVE WORKED SO HA RD TO 

MAKE THIS VISION A REALITY, THANK YOU AND 

CONGRATULAT IONS, ABOVE ALL TO AMBASSADORS 

GLITHAN AND OBUKH OV . TO QUO TE ANOTHER 

RUSS IAN PROVERB _. AS YOU CAN SEE, 

I'M BECOMING QUITE AN EXPERT IN RUSSIAN 

PROVERBS - - " THE HARVEST COMES MORE FROM 

SWEAT THAN f ROM THE DEW." 
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SO t'H 60I~G TO PROPOSE TO GENERAL SECRETARY 

GORBACHEV THAT WE ISSUE ONE LAS T INSTRUCTION 

TO YOU : GET SOME WEl l DESERVED RES T. 

NOW , MR. GE NERAL SECRETARY , WOULD YOU 

LIKE TO SAY A FEW WORDS BEFOR E WE SIGN THE 

TREATY? 

,.,
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