
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

WHORM Subject File Code: HE005 

Case file Number(s): 236968 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


/. 236968 
ID# __ ' ____ _ 

WHITE HOUSE , . L•6L/ {' OtJ s--
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET ~ff / 1 

0 0 ·OUTGOING ~v;;:;;.-
0 H · INTERNAL ~ 
~ I ·INCOMING ~ , _AA J,, /}, -- ---- .~~ .~~~.1 " 

Date Correspondence 8 I!! 1 /IJ a~~ ~v~ 
Received (YY/MM/DD) 4 !L ~ + . 

Name of Correspondent: 0Mr.&.L7Miss ~~ ~ = 

O Ml Mail Report User Codes: (A) (B) (C) ___ _ 

;::!~~t;t};::~~ ~~~ . f 
ROUTE TO: ACTION DISPOSITION 

Tracking Type Completion 
Date of Date 

Office/Agency (Staff Name) 
Action 
Code VY/MM/DD _R_e_s-'-po_n_s_e __ C_o_de __ Y_Y_IM_M_l_D_D_ 

84 /0 ,,,11Ji_.,,.:v~'i __ ORIGINATOR 

8 4 10 ,,J../4-+-'J~--
Referral Note: 

II 

ACTION CODES: 

A • Appropriate Action 
C • Comment/Recommendation 
D • Draft Response 
F • Furnish Fact Sheet 

to be used as Enclosure 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

I • Info Copy Only/No Action Necessary 
R · Direct Reply w/Copy 
S - For Signature 
X · Interim Reply 

Keep this worksheet attached to the original incoming 1.etter. 
Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 
Always return completed correspondence record to Central Files. 

DISPOSITION CODES: 

A · Answered 
B · Non-Special Referral 

C · Completed 
S · Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 

Type of Response = Initials of Signer 
Code = "A" 

Completion pate = Date of Outgoing 

Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590. 
5/81 



RECORDS MANAGEMENT ONLY 

CLA,,IFICATION SECTION 1984 JUN 1'8 PM 6: 04 
No. of Additional V · / ~ 0 6 
Correspondents: Media:__ lndlvldualCodes: I~-- -·--- -·---
Prir~e . . .///: /JO~ secondary 
Sub1ect Code. LIL f...L.1 __ -_ _ Subject Codes: 

PRESIDENTIAL REPLY 

Code 

c __ 

DSP 

SIGNATURE CODES: 

Date 

CPn • Presidential Correspondence 
n • 0 • Unknown 
n • 1 · Ronald Wiison Reagan 
n · 2 · Ronald Reagan 
n • 3 · Ron 
n · 4 · Dutch 
n · 6 • Ron Reagan 
n • 8 · Ronald 
n • 7 • Ronnie 

CLn · First Lady's Correspondence 
n • 0 · Unknown 
n • 1 • Nancy Reagan 
n • 2 • Nancy 
n · 3 · Mrs. Ronald Reagan 

Time: 

Time: 

CBn • Presidential & First Lady's Correspondence 
n · 1 · Ronald Reagan • Nancy Reagan 
n · 2 · Ron· Nancy 

Comment 

MEDIA CODES: 

. . ' ,.I 

B • Box/package 
C-Copy 
D • Official document 
Q. Message 
H • Handcarrled 
L ·Letter 
M- Mallgram 
0-Memo 
P ·Photo 
R ·Report 
S ·Sealed 
T ·Telegram 
V ·Telephone 
X · Miscellaneous 
Y ·Study 

.tl 

Form 

p. 

Media: __ 

., 

.. 





- j 

l 

. -~ 

--· 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 5, 1984 

Dear Maureen: 

As we discussed, enclosed is a copy of the 
letter we have sent to Maria Antenucci Bennett, 
the woman who telephoned you about her Father, 
Alfred Antenucci, who died earlier this year 
from a heart condition that she believes 
developed from his efforts to subdue John 
Hinckley, Jr. during the assassination attempt. 

Please feel free to call me again if you have 
any questions or need further information. 

Sincerely, 

~,/.tl_..rL-
Peter J. Rusthoven 

Associate Counsel to the President 

Ms. Maureen Reagan 
c/o The Republican National Committee 
310 First Street, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 5, 1984 

Dear Mrs. Bennett: 

I wanted to advise you of the steps we have taken in response 
to your letters and telephone calls about the medical expenses 
incurred by your Father, Alfred Antenucci, prior to his death 
earlier this year from a heart condition that you believe 
developed from his efforts to subdue the President's assailant 
during the March 1981 attempt on the President's life. 

Although we carefully reviewed not only your letters but all 
file materials about your Father, it appears there are simply 
no Federal funds (aside, of course, from benefits that might 
be provided for by law to any citizen) that would be available 
for reimbursement of his medical expenses. We also, however, 
asked officials of the James s. Brady Presidential Foundation 
to review informally correspondence from you and members of 
your family and other materials, such as newspaper articles, 
about your Father's actions during the assassination attempt. 

The Brady Foundation, named in honor of the President's Press 
Secretary who was seriously wounded in that attempt, is a 
private organization founded to assist any needy individual 
wounded or killed in an assassination attempt on any senior 
Federal official, Presidential candidate or on family members 
of the President and Vice President of the United States, and 
to provide assistance to that individual's family. Because it 
is a private organization, its decisions on whether assistance 
is warranted in a particular case are of course its own, and 
would depend on its review of all the relevant facts after a 
formal application for assistance was submitted. Hence, we 
can make no promises about what decision the Foundation would 
make if such a formal application were made on behalf of your 
family; but officials of the Foundation have indicated to us, 
based on their informal review of the materials we submitted, 
that it is possible that assistance to your family may be 
appropriate under the Foundation's charter. 

If you wish to pursue this possibility, the Brady Foundation 
official you should contact is James A. Wilderotter, Esquire, 
an attorney with the Washington office of the law firm of 
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue, 1735 Eye Street, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20006. Mr. Wilderotter is familiar with the terms of the 
Foundation's charter, and should be able to provide you or 
your attorney with details about what kinds of information the 
Foundation would need to consider a request for its assistance 
with your Father's mepical expenses. 
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In closing, I want to emphasize that we fully understand that 
your principal concern in this matter is not reimbursement for 
any expenses that were incurred, but rather that your Father's 
efforts to assist the President -- and how much that meant to 
your Father -- be recognized. We also understand, as your 
letters make clear_, that for various reasons you believe that 
members of the President's staff have not been as sensitive to 
this as they should. 

I hope you will accept our apologies for any acts or omissions 
that may have led to such feelings on your part, and would ask 
only that you also accept that no member of the President's 
staff has ever had any desire or intent to be insensitive to 
your Father, his family or the memory of the actions he took 
when the President's life was threatened. 

Sincerely, 

CZ&. --/. a..d.-
Peter J. Rusthoven 

Associate Counsel to the President 

Mrs. Maria Antenucci Bennett 
10844 Brunswick Road 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125 

cc: James A. Wilderotter, Esquire 

bee: Ms. Maureen Reagan 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 5, 1984 

Dear Jim: 

Enclosed is a copy of the letter we have sent 
to Maria Antenucci Bennett, whose Father, 
Alfred Antenucci, died earlier this year from 
a heart condition that she believes developed 
from his efforts to subdue John Hinckley, Jr. 
during the assassination attempt. 

As we discussed after your informal review of 
the materials our off ice forwarded about this 
matter, we have suggested that Mrs. Bennett 
contact the .Brady Foundation through you, 
while representing no more than that it is 
"possible" assistance "may be appropriate 
under the Foundation's charter." 

I want to thank you personally all your help 
and courtesy on this matter, which are very 
greatly appreciated. With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

~~£~---
Associate Counsel to the President 

James A. Wilderotter, Esquire 
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue 
1735 Eye Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 5, 1984 

Dear Mrs. Bennett: 

I wanted to advise you of the steps we have taken in response 
to your letters and telephone calls about the medical expenses 
incurred by your Father, Alfred Antenucci, prior to his death 
earlier this year from a heart condition that you believe 
developed from his efforts to subdue the President's assailant 
during the March 1981 attempt on the President's life. 

Although we carefully reviewed not only your letters but all 
file materials about your Father, it appears there are simply 
no Federal funds (aside, of course, from benefits that might 
be provided for by law to any citizen) that would be available 
for reimbursement of his medical expenses. We also, however, 
asked officials of the James s. Brady Presidential Foundation 
to review informally correspondence from you and members of 
your family and other materials, such as newspaper articles, 
about your Father's actions during the assassination attempt. 

The Brady Foundation, named in honor of the President's Press 
Secretary who was seriously wounded in that attempt, is a 
private organization founded to assist any needy individual 
wounded or killed in an assassination attempt on any senior 
Federal official, Presidential candidate or on family members 
of the President and Vice President of the United States, and 
to provide assistance to that individual's familyo Because it 
is a private organization, its decisions on whether assistance 
is warranted in a particular case are of course its own, and 
would depend on its review of all the relevant facts after a 
formal application for assistance was submitted. Hence, we 
can make no promises about what decision the Foundation would 
make if such a formal application were made on behalf of your 
family: but officials of the Foundation have indicated to us, 
based on their informal review of the materials we submitted, 
that it is possible that assistance to your family may be 
appropriate under the Foundation's charter. 

If you wish to pursue this possibility, the Brady Foundation 
official you should contact is James A. Wilderotter, Esquire, 
an attorney with the Washington office of the law firm of 
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue, 1735 Eye Street, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20006. Mr. Wilderotter is familiar with the terms of the 
Foundation's charter, and should be able to provide you or 
your attorney with details about what kinds of information the 
Foundation would need to consider a request for its assistance 
with your Father's medical expenses. 
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In closing, I want to emphasize that we fully understand that 
your principal concern in this matter is not reimbursement for 
any expenses that were incurred, but rather that your Father's 
efforts to assist the President -- and how much that meant to 
your Father -- be recognized. We also understand, as your 
letters make clear, that for various reasons you believe that 
members of the President's staff have not been as sensitive to 
this as they should. 

I hope you will accept our apologies for any acts or omissions 
that may have led to such feelings on your part, and would ask 
only that you also accept that no member of the President's 
staff has ever had any desire or intent to be insensitive to 
your Father, his family or the memory of the actions he took 
when the President's life was threatened. 

Sincerely, 

rk,_,/Cl~-
Peter J. Rusthoven 

Associate Counsel to the President 

Mrs. Maria Antenucci Bennett 
10844 Brunswick Road 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125 

cc: James A. Wilderotter, Esquire 



Mr. Peter Rusthoven 
Associate Counsel to the President 
c/o The White House 
Old ~xecutive Office Bldg. 
Room 115 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Rusthoven: 

August 8, 1984 

This letter is in response to our telephone conversation of Friday, August 
3, 1984. 

--· - • --· - - :~e mai-P. -pmpose of '!:.:; l~tter to P1esident Reagan ·w-as riot the 'T11oney. 
The primary reason that my family was so upset was that the recogni tion 
of my Dad was handled so poorly. Many people on the White House staff 
made promises to my Dad that were not kept. It was and is still very important 
to me and my family that the President see my letter. For it is his life that 
my Dad saved, not yours or anybody elses. I feel that the President should 
know the events that have occurred over the last three and a half years. 

My Father died on May 9, 1984. Five days later we received a letter 
addressed to my Father from the President. This letter was written and 
postmarked May 10, 1984. I wonder how you, the President, or anyone else 
would feel if this happened to a member of your family. We realize that 
the letter was sent in good faith and appreciate his concern, however we 
feel that the staff of the President should not have handled this matter so 
poorly. My Father's death has not yet been properly acknowledged. 

You said to me on the phone, that even if the President did see the letter 
you would be the one to handle the reply. I am sure that this is true, however, 
I feel that the President should see it. If he chooses not to acknowledge us 
he has that privilege, but I think it is only fair that he has that choice. 

When I wrote the first letter, it was my hope that the President would 
somehow recognize my Father's brave, unselfish, and heroic act. My family 
has dealt with the President on a personal level and I feel that my letter 
should be given this courtesy. After all, it would show some concern for 
our feelings. 

I hope I have made my feelings clear in this letter and I hope that you 
understand my reason for sending this second letter. 

Sincerly yours, 

~~~-~ 
Maria Antenucci-Bennett 
10844 Brunswick Rd. 
Garfield Hts., OH 44125 
Home: (216) 581-0556 
Work: (216) 522-7185 
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June 14, 1984 

President Ronald w. Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

My Dad was Alfred Antenucci. As you know, he tackled John 
Hinckley on March 30, 1981. The next day when he was in 
Georgetown University Hospital, he was visited by a cabinet 
member and a staff member of the White House. He was promised 
at that time that his medical bills and family expenses would 
be paid. As of this date, my parents have paid $28,000.00 in 
medical expenses. These bills are a direct result of the 
assassination attempt. 

My Dad never asked for anything. He thought that if what he 
did was appreciated, someone would make sure that he got some­
thing. When he saw the others involved that day get bonuses, 
he wondered why he never received anything. He never wanted 
anything if it did not come from the heart and in good faith. 

He' was promised an invitation to the White House to have his 
picture taken with you and our family, which included my Dad, 
my Mom, my brother and his family, and my daughter and myself. 
That was the only thing he ever wanted in recognition of his 
heroism. He was promised many other things that are too 
numerous to mention. However, when promises are made, they 
should be fulfilled. When you take someone at their word, you 
expect these promises to be kept. He often wondered why they 
were not. 

My Dad died on May 9, 1984. He died of an irregular heart­
beat. He never had an irregular heartbeat or any other heart 
problems before March 30, 1981. The shooting upset him so 
much that he could hardly bear it. He suffered so much in the 
last three years. 

He was a proud American -- proud of his President and his 
country, and this pride he passed down to his children. I 
have been a federal employee in the U.S. District Court in 
Cleveland, Ohio, for the past ten years. 

We are very proud of my Dad and the part he played in history. 
I know that if he had to do it again, he would do the same 
thing in a minute because it was the right thing to do. He 
reacted in a split second, and because of it, no one was 
killed. He was never publicly acknowledged for this, and he 
never knew why. 



My Dad may have changed the course of history by preventing 
the assassination of the President of the United States 
elected in a zero year. This, however, is for history to 
judge. I do not want my father's name to be lost in the shuf­
fle of history, and I sincerely hope that you do something to 
prevent this. 

Mr. President, my Dad was very pleased and honored to have met 
you in Chicago in September, 1981, and to have been invited to 
the White House by one of your aides for lunch in April, 1982. 
We do realize you are a busy man and that you have world bur­
dens to consider. However, you seemed so concerned when he 
was in the hospital, but since his death we have not heard 
anything. We can't help but wonder why. 

Our lives have never been the same since March 30, 1981, and 
now our lives will never be the same without my Dad. 

I truly hope you yourself see this letter, and I thank you for 
taking the time to read it. 

10844 Brunswick Road 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125 
(216) 581-0556 

Very truly yours, 

Maria Antenucci Bennett 
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'\,; By PHIL ROURA and TOM P.OSTER 

C:~B1J:Y€-Jtm(ler 'r!l'Jlf.lo s;a"(ed 11!ieagan Wg;p]fi~s l~r. \ '° r'llJii©Jtt~l"lll1Jfou1 · 
· Alfred A. Antcnuccl Is a very disappolnted man. 1 and then surfered what everyone thought was a heart 

' He sits by the telephone in his kitchen in a suburb of . 'N b d h c . II d c·· . ) h . :, . attack. He was confined to bed far 10 days. . 
Cleveland, wailing for a call from the White House, 0 .0 Y . aa Ca e · Of as · · "It wasn't a heart attack, but heart palpitations, a~ : 
o.r at lea~t f~om a highcra:-king presidential aide. talked to ,tilQ . .'-'-A/ Antenucci · i:regt~lar heartbe~t, and I'~e been on strong medica-
Ante1111cc1 believes he Is entitled to the call. So do his · / · . .• . ·:1 lion smce," he said. " I'm sick as a dog and weak. The 
friends and some Secret Service and FBI bgents. · " _; medicine caused ten:ible diarrhea and the doctors say ·· 

Why? Bec;rnse on March 30· Antenucci was the :·)t :,;lg;~~t~~~Ui@M~grJIE~ · they've got to do something, but don 't know what." 
first pc.rson to pounce· on Joh~ VI'. Hinckley Jr. as ·,~¥. ~\\1%'.~{~1f~1AAY"J:~:~'2,~*"~~~~·~)V~li.'1~~ '. Sounding as if he was on the verge of tears, · 
Hinckley allegedly fired six shots at President f,~\;~~il'fu1im~ ii./JF:l · '~ ,.,, ':.· ·-- }J.~~1:1'\i~'~Y~~{~i, .':~ ·Antenucci added: "I'm really upset. You know, I 

,,;m;'rt; @; '" ~,i!E,, . .. ,,, 'if.I \1i; Id . !if f 1~ Id t I b 
n~agan. As a result, Antenucci suffered chest pajns ~dit· '':Y~ ,''-<ti! :r_. ::·/ . ;' ·. ," . ·., ~f'~·a"" ~,;,;.,, . ~t~ wou . give my e ~r my res .. en . remem er 
that ~anded him in George Washington Unlverslty . »~: , ~~~,~','< ·:·,:, ·. · ,; ',, > ·x:'h .· >•1''1>! · stand mg there at~d see mg th~t ~un. I s~w the g~n. He 
Hospital, the sa~e place Reagan was taken. ' . '',~;N,:~f':.'1!' 'f. ',;-;,~;'.!:~ !@ , , .,,·~,'/,}ff;.,,_~,,~~~ was next to me. I m Gil, I can t fight n kid. So I hit him , 

"I CAN'T BELIEVE this myself, no matter how .'. -~ k,t'J~*!~;, ~:gl' , '&<~t:.;;~i~:~~<'-'it :!t:~,~~~}~i, on the back of the ne~k as hard as I could and his 
hard I try" Antenucci a 613-year-old carnenters •(t 1•~'~J!;m •. 1'1if?•!,, tfilrW#$ ~7;':\W~~<:..,.f.i.~k:~'tt~'17i;;, gun, which he held with two hands aimed right at 

( ' ' , (. "'t"' l2•~~'f,:;~~~I ~:-~~: :;,1"{ ' ,~'~1t::-«:>~{_~:t~:::~'r;\' ~.ff. ·~:'~r,Y. ~ • . • • 
union business agent said in an exclusive Interview !'.»i7p-'~J.(. '< .tk· . ,,// · ... ,,,..~~,,,: F/4·:.?;.m,'·";Jt.<i<!t,<::/ ' Reagan, came down. He kept shooting with one hand. 

. , . . \ X~%(-ti..t ... :~~ ~ ~~':l.. . ~; .. · J,h ~ ... ~ ~- ~~~~~~!t~__..~it·f&< . 
with the People Page. "Not a word. Not a s~und. .' 't~ t«""~f!,J>' ~, ,:~!WBf~. ·~:::;;;:r, t,f·,t:;;''''.t-J~[;;,0; . "I WAS TOLD later by high authorities that four 
Nobody has :called. Nobody ha,s talked to ·me smce I ,~~ Jlj.~\{~/:. ':. :. · , . · . ;fa.,~'f"IAf.!~fi:.;.,{:;. of the six shots hit the sidewalk and probably one ot 
was in the npspital. I would give my liie to save th.e · . :;:1-ffif~~~·:i~~~'.;;~;.:;, ~ ,.,,,.:~ ~~~viZN those bullets ricocheted and hit Reagan. I pounded 
P,resident.l)n not looking .for any honors, but you · · 'd~. ,~ ~~f;'!' ;~-.,~,~'«'Al~, I' '"'~t~;.

1
· ~}: , ,him. I tried to break the aim of fire. But there Is 

would thinl\i that. there. would_ be somebody who ; ''. ~J)<& ·:;'fft)~" ·:.,, ,•,·.; ,~~~~~ ;tl;,:l(41if' 7 ... doubt I~ my mind ~ow. I have tr,ouble sleeping. I 
would say S().methmg. Like durmg Reagan's speech . , Wd'l#:/$.t.~~~gf..§~~~' ~W~,~\1: , ~"~ili'!):t~·~k \, keep thmklng that 1f I shoved l11m Instead that I 
~o C~ngress. About 23 people came. over and said the ~ , l\,~l~if'.i\.f.t~-]tNi: · ,,fr'rt.'!£.'if;.' ~ '~~~~;;.~. ·: could have stopped him. I jumped on him, I was 

· rxesident would thank' me because it .would be his · .Jli~~<~l<-1)· . ·~~ : . ,, ·?> ··tJ1;·. : .. ~re·!i(J. _ punching him and wrapped my legs around him. 
first public Lalk. nut not .a word." ' · ~'J.,;-%{~):,;.~,~~ ,, f~i"'~~- •':.{ \ 11~ - , 9•i~Jr . "Then all the Secret Service men jumped on top 

Antenucci hnd attended the AFL-CIO ~eetlng that , 1 . ',:J/•;}f;Jt~j~~~·~1t~ l h! },1t!:,,<tf~"'"' of us and they were yellin g at me, 'Get the hell out of 
Reagan addressed at the Washington ·Hilton Hotel , , ,i '1~._: ),> )•: ~,q~~ , J}. t~ %1\1'· x1,~ . here,' but I couldn't move because my leg was under 
March 30, and he was outside the hotel.when tllC' ~~ f ~#- \ , ',t.~~~'\ Ji·;, ; ,· ·, t' ~ j~~!~~~ Hinckley. Goa, lt seems like It never happened but It 
President was shot. After subduing the 1u11pcct, A ~ '" 1~~ .,, .. 1l~J, J't ;-., , f .': 1'.\\l '-'f '1:~1.t c did. I'd do It again. I'd give my Ille for my President 
Antenucci was Interrogated by Fm agents for hours ur1 llut I feel like nobody cares." 

;rz;:c.;E§u li.:iFJL'Ll o.rm c1ffen U.llrtda to v..~CJll~ pl~n!:. 
Flamboyant Inwyer Melvin Ilelll, tho "·King 

' of Tort ~. ;, yesterdny blasted President ncagnn's · 
, .. chld of staff, E<l l\lccsc M, for proposing the 

c!imlnatlon of .the Insanity plea Jn criminal 
ca ses. rn n speech In San Frnncl~co, Meese 

This one's for the producers of the hit 
musical "The Pirates of Penzance." Sorry, 
folks, but your bli: stnr, Lind:& nonstndt, ls 
leaving In early June. 

That nurprlse wns confirmed by Linda's 
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.d tH lJJ'" G ~ at ~ h Ch 0 T \\J ij r ~ I 0 ~7 ~~ 5 ~ ~ ~ 5 ~:i ~Hf e ~ iU [ " t me~ §~a t:'~: ., - ~~L:'.:, : :}:ij\ · .. ).:£~:.·/ '"~; 

f>,.., \i' .,,,, //•:,, 

I B. 1 d ~· ~ G. IJ1f.~ l'JJ ~ d Hilton with the TV ca meras !i1 ;,,'i...,·f!:.~:' ,·,.: " ' (_ ' \\ , • l " \~"t ··I ' -. ' , . . ·. · . ' r' .. f.)J ,0 :i ,J · , . : . .; · ,1 ,~. · ~ .' · • · · . .:. · and news people. H.1ghl nex t 1:{(1: ~~.:: · e te lUt lfJ(),..ttJ tu ~ f.rJID r:JIJ JJ_tart~. tomc stoodthiswei!·d-tooking !t;;~"~i~':;~:1rt~ . 
((' l . 0 n ~ 0 I educate my kids and bu1Ja a guy. He was wearing a long ~ .J; ,•:{r:.; y . . ·-... r ·:: +·r' 

;JJJ!@Ot!J1(!1 at u·ur 1/!>l'fJSl(IJ{Jfot fine home for my family. I !_it- overco.at buttoned al~ the way i;~p.p; ).y.· 1 ·-~~~'.'!i~::;r~':;~jrU' ' 
11 ~ erallydidbuildmyhomewith up. H1~ ha~ds we1e. thrust ~\{.':.r 7J · \ _ _ / \ ... J',(l 

By ALFRED ANTENUCCI m y own hand ~ in a suburb of deep m h1~. pocke,s . He (~;:: ·:,:'.;. ')., •,:~· ~· · // 
I lvas roaring curses as I crushed my knee I Cleveland , Ohio. needed a h.a u ~ut , .~nd I r~- (;'.,;,N': . · : . . . f • 

into the cowardly neck of would-be assassin John I'm the president of the m ei;iber lkh ~n kdi~·gt '. ,,Gee, this •:1:.:~{'. .(' · ~:;? ·, · ~~.... / 
· • · • . · Carpenter 's Union Local 1750 guys nee IS 11 ~ · . ~('.:. 'j,J 1 \" \ ~ .,.,,... · ,.. • 

Hmckley J1. S.econds earlie1. I had clubbed hnn to in Cleveland. I was in Wash- . Suddenly, my attent10n was t~~~\ \ .\\., .. ....,./' ,.:> .1 .. . 
the ground with my bare fists as h.e pumpe~ a ington, D.C., on the day of the diverted to the ~oor of the ~ ·;<:\ · · .'.!~'!'"',..... fh 
barrage of shots at our beloved President outside I assassination attempt , at- Hilton . The President came L.;,;~~\ £;~.~)..~ (._M.J 
the Washington Hilton I , . tending the annual Building out. You all remember what 
H . _ 1 O\\'. n boo,strap~ , from ~hoe - 1 and Construction Trades Con - ha ppened next. ALFRED ANTENUCCI 
~te ·. . . . . shrne ~oy to u111 _0~ boss , 111 the vention a t the Hilton. In a fl ash I sa w a gun a p- R · ~.~~ f·e 
Im 111 love with Amen- America n trad1twn . My dad 1 . d P 'd t R pea r in Hincklev's fi sts He · ~ t0,C~~~ir.1, l:i · ~m·' e:o ~ ~ · · · f 1 1 m1sse res1 en · ea- · · -a~ ;JIJ ' t": 11 ti u u ~ll.i ., 

ca . And when this cree p was an 1mm1grant rom ta y . , 1 t th h t 1 b t I held it with two ha nds and ~ , 
H. l l . d gan s speec 1 a e o e , u f. d ff h r· h 1 . d ff p ~ ~ f 1 f 
. me< ey, wno was stan. - I fought and worked my wanted to get a look at him ire 0 t _e ir_st s ot. ;aise lan~C li.~ ~O 'S~g]l ! 
mg next to me, began fir- way up from the bottom to and was waiting outside the both m y fi sts above m) head 
ing I did what any red --~ . .. . · 1 .. rr~;r" '"''·li' f'"W''J' --~ l..f"&'~ a nd clubbed them do wn on ~~ ~ I! blo~ded American would ~·o:.J'i\ .;.- ·~· .. · \. ,. 1fkttft~.· ~·jJ!f:~·1---.)"~%.Jt..· ~ ~- -.tt. .. ,,; the back of Hinckley 's head. I n·i 'lli9 lf"(NaS~ll:Th~~W 

· · .. ~ :y·,. 1 ~~-"4~·;:•·· ' _ •;·~(;~(''.:. "~:' .> • ~tY....;:t1."~ heard a nother shot and I kep t , . 
do for his President and .· . '..ii:;:.:.o. . •.·. ·1£' \ "-~:~;.-Jt·,b·- , :~•>;.'1ih. -. ~"' 'ft..l..., , '. '~P . · battering him . I Its one of my g?~ls to 1m-

t... · ' ... • '~· "' '• ·· i'i! ' ~ LA>.· · , " '· .:ir. • ., .. , .... 1r, ... ' press upon our c1t1zens that country · ' · ' ' 11 "'" ' 1' · ' "' m · . .. · · ' ., i·r.~-r.' • '.ll.'~'.J4·.; -.~'..t,.··,z:. .,,~,~,, r:., \11 1'lh each blO\\' H1'nckJe u • . ~ ~· · • ! f' r 1f.v. ~ 'I' i!!' f ~·.-i·t' · ,. .. . ~ •-<' ,·~:.:, · -" t ·l~i <; ~·' ,,•,•.,-, ~1 ' Y I J • ' • 

I belted him! ~.>. • · \. ,., , ~'$ ~~~'.'.\ ;l~ ~~:f;~1::;,,.}~::;f.;1~ljh~jFfi~.5-~;ftH~/~:1(!f't sank lowe r a nd kept firing . He it s,,vi tal we all help each oth-
1 h d h. h ~~-:.. ·' ·i\ -" .._.•./,•• ) .,,11 ~- :;.~,,.P-...• "..,. ~ . ··· '"""". "" .•i:> .. »;c•"·6JJ!{1 er 

a mmere 11n to t e i~ti~·, ,;. il;'llf , ~t&li '< ;: -~,~ ' .. ::[\•/.'.;:r: ..;.~,111: :'.;'t~;;;::~~""~";~,.iei";~ , was crouched between my · . ? 

ground as he sprayed the ~~!" · :;fr-i{~t~.~·.\'~tiL ~ l.v~:,-.,,, " "'. , '" ' ·i~~.\'.(: ;;· ~.~)\11r;3t;~,.t'::~.:~, legs when the Secret Service How do I feel about it. . . , ·· l~ :~~i-~); .. ..-~.u ~~ . '•;?i .1:)s..,_ .. rr!-.~:l'"'i _ l1 ~ - ~,.., .. ';1..t:· ···~.,_,;J.;.1~~ . ' ' °" '' 
President and his men with ~-·-~~~~JM;~:·:\;!.. .~i~r{L~rJ.'!i;;;;,fi~i~ ·. ~~;11.r:i~ · .. , ~t . m en piled on . . .MY hea r t goes out to the 
bullets. ..'t~)l\:~1!;:.;.:.~l\ :11 <:1~,P .. . ( ~ri~$ii_;;-~~~'.;\ifi.'·,1~:r-1,;i~ifhr1' .. ""'-, :·l · \ ~ I was rag mg mad . America Hinckley family - most of all 

I was right in the middle. of ~gn~§.'.'!~.·:;'~~~ ~'.,· ~~'tt:~.:%r-!. ';,;,,2.:_ -~.~ft~~~~f..Ji7ti(tli« 'if,~~<: ; {~~ belongs to each and every one to H~nckley's mom. I know 
tha t crush of Secret Service .~f~~~~±Ll · :Jt.~;~i~j&,~·;;[.1!.·~1,1Tif "'..1~.'[{(' 7 . - , ':::~\. of us . We're fr ee . We can elect how 1t feels to b~ a parent. I 
age~ts a nd_ police you sa w on ~'!'~h~~~/.,t .~'it:,{f~!>#f,1,;:!../1[.~-fV~ a;;~~?,~ · , "tt0't'f;. . .. . ~ our leaders and throw them' have a son who s a .golf pro 
TV 1_mm_ed1ately after the as- "f~,~'Jf5t~~1;i't;;: )\· ,~.,~~;~~~;~~::~~~;~~~·~:~.A~: .. :t!J ~~f.1;.s.f:iJt~:.; out. We ca n say what we want I and a. d <1 ughter w~o _is a fec;J-
sass111at10n attempt. We were . i~1U.~ . :&,lf;~' i ;c.kr't,;~;·f:•·'.ttf•.r:,.]~;r;".~f'.'i~;:~~~Jf ,,.~~~; ,y :~;{;~tr)' . ·s. and believe what we want. I eral Jury comm1ss10ner m 
a ll on top of Hinckley. m:~)~l~~f~1iJ1~·~1~~,1~,{:-~~}~:~;i:1~'.f-1]~~.\.~;:~{~f. . \~{:::.i;'<b~•;W7,:,.~,jf1-:\4 After I got out of the hospi- 1 Cleveland. I have three lovely 

. . ' ·\'(,~· ·~.1:-:f.'"' ' ., .. '!.1v~p'.;>- . ,."\··~· · f·.,v<''>..•"-'l'" "• ''.! ~g ,~,~·,l ·/h • ·,.~-,· !'. :,.~. : .. ,<1 • • d l 'Jd I landed m the hospital for :~ i"~;<>,tr~.~!~f .. ;. ~;;,~·.,~!f);"',~;i:;.,.(,/":'~.· ·)11:i;;,,,).1>~";:·~1·,t>1 ~ ',;f,;,,"..-~.!!:_.,,~, ,~;~. ; .. f~lr:- ' .' • ta! , Pres ident Reagan him- gran c 11 ren . 
~ )l ~.c.;;,. {N:~'J l> ' r.'I · •) . ,., 1. · ~ ,., ,.., i,,..~· !t"t.~.A"· ·'t '' - · ··., ,r..;~.; ... ".•H' '•'' · 1 ~~· .·· ... . ' ~-~ -~·.l\t. ·jJ:- ' "I ' •l 'l"Jt 

10 days with high blood pres- .. ~al';'Jf11 ;"~)f·~P.¥v~i~~2~,1 1-:i;f;.f€:(~X\'.}J'..)A't~~~,t)6r ... fd>·J~~;.,;'..~~:-.«:~r:·t~h:Jt:r: self called to say thanks per- I l 'm proud tha t m e, the son 
d . I 1 "'"" ·'•11-·"'•·{•1 •"< ,...,rt: . ., ,. i..•l''~··;.-.,,..f·•·"""1:f '~·-"',..;"J\I...•• .. .. ,, ... " ,, •. ,/,.c\i .~ .... . }~~.. l I b ' . f . . sure an an 1rregu ar 1eart- :11r_'£,f.;!i\~:~:i~F·~~ ~ -~.1·] ~1:1~1 t;~;;;"i ~·;~;,::i::~·iJt{'.:c, ".f:;~::• ·;..,1~·;;:r;..~ .. . ".:i:~ :' 'J}~l-:-.: i·-" '~ ·~ . sona ly . t was the iggest Io an 11nm1grant, was able to 

b b I 'd d ' ' ~)Ni"•·"''T-~"' ·' l , 't '"'"·"~"- ·· ·ll'r" ~t" ~'! l("~'t ':7i'~ " ~c !.»- ''Ji'"'' >1/.~ h ' ]] f J'f Th P . I 'd d l 'f f eat - ut o 1t agarn. If' 1c1..\j1;,1~¥f;:};.J;~:.\1'.;;/. · -~ -~·.;M~;_,, ;;.c~'.~ · :~r~::;t:-.t.'ltj.;c>·io<) .:.>; ... -;,..,:;-.:.. ~~~ . .,,. ""·r(.i\~~~ i J:.· 'e'i' t n o my 1 e. e r es1- prov1 e a goo 1 e or my ' Id I' J ,_i,f;~ , ( l~ ·.':.!'iJ .. ~. , .. , .... Ttti~~~~·" .il,. ~:i~, ,, ... · . ._ .. A f ·'ll.,~"'" ':? ••.- ·.r,-:-,. , ~. ,~1~ >:.l. ·11 1~r~ . , x.: ... ·,~~'-' 1'\\1t ·· \<~ . . . 
I m 68 years o . m on Y ·~:~1;:+:,,..{\;~:~,·0.~1 .. ~1- ·;.• j ~l·•)A·~;.!:rN':~yp~.,. . :; ,::,'. :.~'.':~,,~~~ ;.'.',{ "" 'ii~~r.~·::!1t&-1 .;,1.;~:~·~ dent sa id , "Thank you for the I family. · 

5 f t 2 . h t jj b t f f)>~'1:'£l;.<JilW·•'\> "'"'l'rlR>~· .. ,,,_, •.!., .. ''" "·~·· i!.\.'' q ,,. .. "j·r·· .. ,,J-'';i,. ' • ' • k \' 7 l . . h ' ee !~ c cs a , u . or ~n .. 1; : '.:·\1 :.,~~:~i '. ,_ : . .:·;r;~:~:\;;~;:, ~ ··::(:;~.ff>y(;>·:+~:. ; 1 ·,: 1,f;:i!;'.)1;;. . · cour_ageous a~t1on y~u too· , , e 1ave a system 111 t 1s 
our President and Amenca ''. . ' ..... · ~!',. · :' "·: ' · •· " ' '' ' ,. ,.,, ,.,, .. ,. ~ '· ............ ,, ~:-;· . outside the Hilton . \\ e need I country whereby the poores t 

,I'd fi ght a n army of John ? .. ..,,..·---~---· ·· · """"'"-· ·..:.·--" -··~--~-- .. "-·-· ••• ; __ ~....._ .• ....:;,,:.) · · · m ore guys like you nround. i kid on the block can becom e 
Hinckley Juniors. MOM HITS after sho ts we re fir ed at Pres ident, l\nte- What you die! wn·s bra,·e . You ! P rcs idcn i.. I 'm proud to be 

I pulled myself up by my nucci and a ssailant were u nde; this police pil e-up. had no thought for yom~ c lf. ; Amer ica n . 
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.lYlan Who Struck Shooting 
~uspect Ignored by Reagan · 

CLEVELAND (UPI)-Labor leader Alfred Antenuc­
rl ci.:who grappled with the man who allegedly shot Pres­
a 1dent Reagan and possibly spoiled his aun, said Fnday 
.µ that he was disappointed the President clid not mention 
Ul his name m his address to Congress on-Tuesday. 

Before speaking about his economic package, Reagan ~ offered tributes to the three other men wounded on 
;:;: March 30. · ... · < • i .,., . . 

Antenucci, the president of Carpenters Union Local 
~ 1750, said he would have felt better 1f the President had 
o mentioned his name . 

..o ~Tm a little clisappointecl" he said. "I was hoping 
ro (Reagan would say som~thing), but.he rrtust have his 

re~sons." · ! ·~ _ • : .- • ~- ;· ''.··:{~_;. _- , ~"-
S_tanding Next to Suspect _, :. :. .. : :] . -~:: ::: -
Antenucci, 68, was stancling next to John W. Hin­

ckley, the man accused of shooting Reagan, outside the 
Washington Hilton. He said he started hitting the sus­
pect on the head after the first shots were fired, and it 
may have spoiled the man's aim. 

Antenucci was taken to Georgetown University Hos­
pital after he complained of chest pains and shortness of 
breath. . · . . 

Durmg his hospital stay, he was visited by Secretary 
of Labor Raymond J. Donovan, and Antenucci said Do­
novan promised him that Reagan would acknowledge 
his assistance at some future time. _ · . 

However, Antenucci said, 'Tve not even received a 
card from anyone." 

. ..:i) 
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THE W HITE HOUSE 

W ASHINGTON 

TO: 

FROM: KATHY OSBORNE 

DATE: 

Personal Secretary 
to the President 

Antenucci: 

7-16-84. Fred Fielding's 
office is handling -- they 
will contact Maria Antenucci. 



6 July 1984 

Maria Anteucci 216/522-7185 

Federal Court, Cle~and, Ohio 

Letter sent 14 June regarding her father 
Alfred Antenucci, he was the officer 
who assisted in capturing Hinkley at time 
of attempt on RR life. 

She called to say that when she tried to 
trace the letter Joan DeCain told her it 
had been sent to Ed Meese. When she called 
Meese office today they told her it took 
six to eight weeks for his mail to be 
processed. 

Her father died on 9 May 84 with promises 
made by Elizabeth Dole and Secretary 
Donovan never being kept. 

DD 


