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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 5, 1984

Dear Mrs. Bennett:

I wanted to advise you of the steps we have taken in response
to your letters and telephone calls about the medical expenses
incurred by your Father, Alfred Antenucci, prior to his death
earlier this year from a heart condition that you believe
developed from his efforts to subdue the President's assailant
during the March 1981 attempt on the President's life.

Although we carefully reviewed not only your letters but all
file materials about your Father, it appears there are simply
no Federal funds (aside, of course, from benefits that might
be provided for by law to any citizen) that would be available
for reimbursement of his medical expenses. We also, however,
asked officials of the James S. Brady Presidential Foundation
to review informally correspondence from you and members of
your family and other materials, such as newspaper articles,
about your Father's actions during the assassination attempt.

The Brady Foundation, named in honor of the President's Press
Secretary who was seriously wounded in that attempt, is a
private organization founded to assist any needy individual
wounded or killed in an assassination attempt on any senior
Federal official, Presidential candidate or on family members
of the President and Vice President of the United States, and
to provide assistance to that individual's family. Because it
is a private organization, its decisions on whether assistance
is warranted in a particular case are of course its own, and
would depend on its review of all the relevant facts after a
formal application for assistance was submitted. Hence, we
can make no promises about what decision the Foundation would
make if such a formal application were made on behalf of your
family; but officials of the Foundation have indicated to us,
based on their informal review of the materials we submitted,
that it is possible that assistance to your family may be
appropriate under the Foundation's charter.

If you wish to pursue this possibility, the Brady Foundation
official you should contact is James A. Wilderotter, Esquire,
an attorney with the Washington office of the law firm of
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue, 1735 Eye Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20006. Mr. Wilderotter is familiar with the terms of the
Foundation's charter, and should be able to provide you or
your attorney with details about what kinds of information the
Foundation would need to consider a request for its assistance
with your Father's medical expenses. ‘
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In closing, I want to emphasize that we fully understand that
your principal concern in this matter is not reimbursement for
any expenses that were incurred, but rather that your Father's
efforts to assist the President -- and how much that meant to
your Father -- be recognized. We also understand, as your
letters make clear, that for various reasons you believe that
members of the President's staff have not been as sensitive to
this as they should.

I hope you will accept our apologies for any acts or omissions
that may have led to such feelings on your part, and would ask
only that you also accept that no member of the President's
staff has ever had any desire or intent to be insensitive to
your Father, his family or the memory of the actions he took
when the President's life was threatened.

Sincerely,

Gt A (Lt

Peter J. Rusthoven
Associate Counsel to the President

Mrs. Maria Antenucci Bennett
10844 Brunswick Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125

cc: James A. Wilderotter, Esquire

bcc: Ms. Maureen Reagan
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Peter J. Rusthoven
Associate Counsel to the President
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By PHIL ROURA and TOM POSTER

-

Carmenien wihe saved Recgan wails for e Fhamnk-you”

Alfred A, Antenuccl is a very disappointed man.
"He sits by the telephone in his kitchen in a-suburb of
Cleveland, wailing for a call from the White House,

or at least from a high-ranking presidential alde. talked to m@

Antenucci believes he is entitled to the call. So do his -
fricnds and some Secret Service and FBI hgents, -

Why? Because on March 30, Anfenucci was thevv

first person to pounce on John W. Einckley Jr. as
Ilinckley allegedly fired six shots at President
Reagan, As a result, Antenucei suffered chest pains

that landed him in George Washington University -

Hospital, the same place Reagan was taken.

“I CAN'T BELIEVE this myself, no matter how
hard 1 try,” Antenucci, a 68-year-old carpenters
union business agent, said in an exclusive interview
with the People Page. “Not a word. Not a sound.
Nobhody has called. Nobody has talked to-me since I
was in the hpspital. I would give my life to save the-
President. I'm not looking for any honors, but you
would think; that there would be somebody who
would say something. Like during Reagan’s speech
to Congress. Ahout 23 people came over and said the,
-rresident ‘would thank me because it would be hls
first public talk. But not a word.” ’

Antenucci had attended the AFL-CIO mcetmg that _

Reagan addressed at the Washington “Hiiton Hotel
March 30, and he was outside the hotel when the:
President was shot. After subduing the suspect,
Antenucci was interrogated by FBI agents for hours

‘Nobody has called (or) has’
—Al Anfenucci

. and then suffered what everyone thought was a heart

attack. ITe was confined to bed for 10 days.

- “It wasn't a heart attack, but heart palpitations, an .

irregular heartbeat, and I've been on strong medica-
tion since,” he said. “I'mrsick as a dog and weak. The

medicine caused ferrible diarrhea and the doctors say -

they’ve got to do something, but don’t know what.”

. Sounding as if he was on the verge of tears, -
- Antenucci added: “I'm really upset. You know, I

would give my life for my President. I remember
standing there and sceing that gun. I saw the gun. Ile

was next to me. I'm 68, 1 can’t fight a kid. So I hit him -

on the back of the neck as hard as I could and his

© gun, which he held with two hands aimed right at
© Reagan, came down, He kept shooting with-one hand.

“I WAS TOLD later by high authorities that four

" of the six shots hit the sidewalk and probably one of
" those bullets ricocheted and hit Reagan. I pounded
Jhim, I tried to break the aim of fire. But there {8
~doubt in my mind now. I have trouble sleeping. 1
_keep thinking that if I shoved him instead that I
v could have stopped him. I jumped on him, 1 was
¢ - punching him and wrapped my legs around him.

“Then =all the Secret Service men jumped on top

‘ of us and they were yelling at me, ‘Get the hell out of

here,” but I couldn’t move because my leg was under
Hinckley. Go4, it scems like it never happened but it
did. I'd do it agaln. I'd give my life for my President,.

R 3
_ But I feel like nobody cares.”

o83 fafcshh om pslew

I'Ianxtx)yaxxt lawyer Melvin Belli, the “King
of Torty,” yesterday blasted Presldent Reagan’s”

ca';cs In a 'spooch in Snn I‘rnnclqcn Mccse
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Linda to wollk planiz

This one's for the producers of the hit
musical “The Pirates of Penzance.” Sorry,
folks, but your big star, Linda Ronstadt, is
leaving in carly June.

That surprise was confirmed by Linda’s
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By ALFRED ANTENUCCI]

I was roaring curses as I crushed my knec
into the cowardly neck of would-be assassin John
Hinckley Jr. Seconds earlier I had clubbed him to
the ground with my bare fists as he pumped a
barrage of shots at our beloved President outside

the Washington Hiitonf_ bootstraps, from shoe-

Hotel. shine boy to union boss, in the
I'm in love with Ameri-|American tradition. My dad
ca. And when this creep|was animmigrant from Italy.
Hinckley, who was stand-
ing next to me, began fir-
ing, I did what any red-
blooded American would
do for his President and
country. e

I belted him!

I hammered him to the
ground as he sprayed the
President and his men with
bullets.

I was right in the middle of
that crush of Secret Service
agents and police you saw on
TV immediately after the as-
sassination attempt. We were
all on top of Hinckley.

I landed in the hospital for
10 days with high blood pres-
sure and an irregular heart-
beat — but I'd do it again.

I'm 68 years old. I'm only
5 feet 2 inches tall, but for
our President and America ;
I'd fight an army of John °
Hinckley Juniors.

I pulled myself up by my

I fought and worked my
way up from the bottom to

MG‘M[NTS ofter

[ P AR A B

shots were fired at President, Ante-
nucci and assailant were under this police pnle -up.

educate my kids and build a
fine home for my family. I lit-
erally did build my home with
my own hands in a suburb of
Cleveland, Ohio.

I'm the president of the
Carpenter's Union Local 1750
in Cleveland. I was in Wash-
ington, D.C., on the day of the
assassination attempt, at-
tending the annual Building
and Construction Trades Con-
vention at the Hilton.

I missed President Rea-
gan's speech at the hotel, but I
wanted to get a look at him

and was waltmg out51de the

Hilton with the TV cameras
and news people. Right next
to me stood this weird-looking
guy. He was wearing a long
overcoat huttoned all the way
up. His hands were thrust
deep in his pockets. He
nceded a haircut, and I re-
member thinking, “Gee, this
guy’s neck is dirty.”

Suddenly, my attention was
diverted to the door of the
Hilton. The President came
out. You all remember what
happened next.

In a flash I saw a gun ap-
pear in Hinckley’s fists. He
held it with two hands and
fired off the first shot. I raised
both my fists above my head
and clubbed them down on
the back of Hinckley’s head. I
heard another shot and I kept
battering him.

With each blow, Hinckley

4" sank lower and kept firing. He

Al was crouched between my

legs when the Secret Service
men piled on.

I was raging mad. America
belongs to each and every one

“v.4 of us. We're free. We canelect

ey

our leaders and throw them
out. We can say what we want

« and believe what we want.

After I got out of the hospi-
tal, President Reagan him-
sclf called to say thanks per-
sonally. It was the biggest
thrill of my life. The Presi-

4, dent said, “Thank you for the
© courageous

action you took

Reagan mn seif
Callod to Thonk

i‘»ﬂ EB - E
fle Perseunlly
It’s one of my goals to im-
press upon our citizens that
it’s vital we all help each oth-
er.”

How do I feel about it?

My heart goes out to the
Hinckley family — most of all
to Hinckley's mom. I know
how it feels to be a parent. I
have a son who’s a golf pro
and a daughter who is a fed-
eral jury commissioner in
Cleveland. I have three lovely
grandchildren.

I'm proud that me, the son
of an immigrant, was able to
provide a good life for my
family.

We have a system in this

outside the Hilton. We nced!country whereby the poorest

more guys like you around.

had no thought {er yoursecll.

ikid on the bleck can hecome
What you did was brave. You!

President. I'm proud to be

CAmerican.
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Antenucci, the president of Carpenters Union Loca]
1750, said he would have felt better if the President had
mentioned his name., ) )

© T'm a little disappointed,” he said. “I ‘was hoping

- (Reagan would say something), but he must have hjs
reasons.” P - TS SR
Standing Next to Suspect _ ' . s
Antenucci, 68, was standing next

ckley, the man accused of shooting Reag

about May 5 to 15
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may have spoiled the man'’s aim. L

Antenucci was taken to Georgetown University Hos-
pital a{ter he complained of chest Pains and shortness of
breath! ) . - o :

During his hospital stay, he was visited by Secretary
of Labor Raymond J. Donovan, and Antenucc; said Do-
novan promised him that Reagan would acknowledge
his assistarice at some future time, Lo .

However, Antenucci said, “I've Not even received a
card from anyone.” ) ; : :

e

-LOS ANGELES TIMES -
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TO:

FROM: KATHY OSBORNE
Personal Secretary
to the President

DATE:

Antenucci:

7-16-84. Fred Fielding's
office is handling =-- they
will contact Maria Antenucci.






