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027052 
/~~CJ 

May 29, 1981 M~· --=-~~"E'::-o_o__.__f __ 
/J/J 01.!-Q,,// 

Dear Chuck: 

Altbouvh this ia in reaponae to your April 15 letter, I 
just wanted you to know that the Preaident ainoerely appre
ciated receiYin9 the procl•••tion1 you forwarded, on b!ba...lJ 
of Ma~o~ Claaxle.I L McMAokin II, and th• citiz~a of lalem, 
Illinoia. )( -

Lr;, S°Al~m 
Y"Loo.3.--o I 

Please know that the President, Mr. Brady, Mr. McCarthy, and 
Mr. Delehanty are deeply 9rateful for the prayer• and support 
offered to ta.a at the prayer Hrvice the City of Salem 
held on their behalf. t have forwarded thie correspondence 
to the appropriate White Bou•• officea •o that the citisens 
of Salem can receive a reaponae •llOlllehalf of the Preaident 
and the other men involved in thia traqic aeaaasination 
attempt. 

Thank you very much for your intereat in vritin9. 

With cordial regard, I am 

x 
The Honorable Charles B. Percy 
United State• Senate 
Waahinqtoni. o.c. 20510 
MLF:CMP:ASR:asr 

Sincerely, 

Max L. Priederadorf 
Aaaiatant to the Preaident 

V"'cc: w/inc letter & President's proclamation, Anne Higgins - for further 
handling. 

/' cc: w/copy of inc letter & Jim Brady's proclamation to Jim Brady for 
appropriate handling. 

V' cc: w/copy of in ldtter & Mr. Oelahanty's get-well to Thomas 
Delahanty, c/o Metropolitan Police Dept., 1620 U St., N.W., 20009 

v cc: w/copy of inc letter and Timothy McCarthy get-well to Timothy 
McCarthy, c/o Secret Ser*ice, Room 12, OEOB, PPD. 

v cc: Powell Moore - FYI. 
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CHAR;~ES H. PERCY 
IU..INOIS 

April 15, 1981 

Dear Max: 

, . 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510 

Mayor Charles L. McMackin II, the Mayor of Salem, Illinois 
recently issued a proclamation requesting all citizens of 
his City to attend a prayer service organized by the 
Salem Ministerial Alliance in honor of the President, Mr. 
Brady, Agent McCarthy, ~d Patrolman Delahanty. 

This is, of course, a very thoughtful gesture on the part 
of the Mayor and ~the citizens of the City of Salem. I 
would very much appreciate your making sure the proclamations 
·are delivered and properly ackilowledged. 

Wannest regards , 

~// 
//~ 

/ 

CHP:aj 

Mr. Max L. Friedersdorf 
Assistant to the President 

Legislative Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

• . f ~ 
- ..... -t 

. . 

for 

~. t J' • 
~ . . ~ . . , ....... 
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-~~--- ·--·---------
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The City Of 

SALEM, ILLINOIS 
Birthplace of William Jennings Bryan and the G. I. Bill of Rights 

~rotlamation 

Tip mb t ;fflap 0 r 
WHEREAS, on Monday,' March 30, 1981, a would be assassin 

severely wounded the President of the United States and shot 
down his Press Secretary, an Agent of the u. S. Secret Service 
and a Patrolman,. of the Metropolitan Police of the District of 
Columbia at the entrance o:f Ll18 Wd§llington Hilton Hotel on 
Florida Avenue in Washington, D. C.; and 

WHEREAS, President of the United States, The Honorable 
Ronald Reagan, Press Secretary James S. Brady and Secret 
Service Agent Timothy J. McCarthy are all original citizens 
of the State of Illinois, specifically Mr. Brady being a 
resident of Centralia; and 

WHEREAS, the name of Patrolman Thomas Delahanty deserves 
equal recognition; and 

WHEREAS, The Ministerial Alliance of Salem, Illinois 
desires to conduct a union prayer service at the Grace United 
Methodist Church, North Broadway and East Schwartz Streets, 
in downtown Salem; and 

WHEREAS, It is the desire of the City Council of the 
City of Salem to endorse this prayer service and to·commend 
the Salem Ministerial Alliance for their thoughtfulness in 
conducting same; 

NOW THEREFORE, I, CHARLES LINCOLN MCMACKIN II, Mayor of 
the City of Salem respectfully request all · citizens of ~ur 
City and all persons so inclined to attend this prayer service 
to give thanks to God Almighty for sparing the lives.of-the 
Presidnet of the United States, his Press Secretary and the 
two brave law officers who came into t:he line of fire and 
sprang to the President's defense; these services will begin 
at 12:10 p.m. (ten minutes after the noon hour) at above 
stated church on Wednesday, April 1, 1981. 

]n Witntss Wbtrtof, I have hereunto set my hand and 

caused the Seal of the City of Salem, Illinois to be affixed. 

Done at the City Hall in the City of Salem, this 
thirty-first day of ~~~~M_a_r_c_h~~~~~~-

in the Year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred 

and eighty-one and the one hundred and 

fifty-eighth year since the founding of 

Salem, Seat of Marion County, Illinois 

• f • 

Mayor 
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_ .. 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

STATE HOUSE BOSTON 02133 

EDWARD J. KING 
GOVERNOR 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
16th & Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

September 14, 1981 

039 56E 

I wish to thank you for inviting me to observe the signing of the 
Yorktown Proclamation conunemorating the bicentennial of the surrender 
of General Cornwallis in Yorktown, Virginia. 

I am sorry that I was unable to attend, but I am looking forward to 
seeing you and working with you again. 

EJK/bph 
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Pebruary 111 1 82 

Dear Henson s 

Tbla ls to thank you for your letter of 
anuary 27 requ.ating a speaial aeaaaqe 

frcm the Pr••ldent to the Maval Enlisted 
Reserve Aaaoclation on the occasion of its 
ailver anniversary. 

Your apeclal tn~erea~ ls appreciated, and 
1>1ease be aaeured that I ha•• contacted the 
appropriate Wblte Rouse office on your behalf. 
I ha•e a•ked that your requeet be ,, lven prompt 
consideration. 

With heat wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth • Dvberatein 
Aaai•tant to th• Preeldent 

The Honorable w. ffet\aon Moore 
Bouse of Repreaentatl...e• 
waahl99ton, .c. 2051S 

KMD:CMP:MDB 

cc: w/copy of inc to Dodie Livingston - for further action 

WH RECORDS MANAGEMENT HAS RETAINED ORIGINAL INCOMI~ 
' 



W. ':IENSON MOORE 
6TH DISTRICT, LoulSIAHA 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

SUBCOMMITTEES; 

OVERSIGHT 

F'UBLIC ASSISTANCE AND 
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 

SELECT REYEMIE MEASURES QCongrt~s of tbt ltnittb ~tatt~ 
J}ou.ue of l\epre.uentatibt.U 
Ba~ington, l).<S::. 20515 

January 27, 1982 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

Z404 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BulLDING 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

(ZOZ) ZZ5-390 I 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

236 FEDERAL BUILDING 
750 FLORIDA STREET 

BATON ROUGE, LoulSIANA 70801 
(504) 344-7679 

MOBILE OFFICE 

HAMMOND TELEPHONE 

(504) 345-4929 

It has come to my attention that 1982 will be occasion 
to celebrate the silver anniversary of the Naval Enlisted 
Reserve Association. It is the desire of the NERA that you 
issue a p~on in honor of this event. 

,~ :ll.;;.e; •. ,;,,, ffL ; ,f,/ 
,. i " 

I respectfuliy urge your approval of such a proclama-
tion, as I believe the efforts the NERA performs are a great 
service to the United States and should be appreciated. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain 

WHM: lm 

Sincerely yours, 

W. Henson Moore 
Member of Congress 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 15) 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD DARMAN --~ 

FROM: ELIZABETH H. DOL~ 
SUBJECT: Proclamations 

office routinely receives 50 ceremonial 
proclamat~~~s, w 1c are 1stributed to interested private 
sector organizations. Some proclamations generate enormous 
public interest, while the demand for others is relatively 
low or absent altogether. 

In the inte~est of §ay]~gutJ.me axW e~pepse, I ~ou1d like to 
EugKest that ceremonial Eroclamation~ be printed upon Fe~uest, 
rat er tnan automatica~ As appropriate for public rela
tiOnspurposes, large~ printings of specific proclamations 
could be requested. 



Toi 

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REF&IAL 

Mr. Verle L. Nicholson 
President's Council on Physical 

Fit.neu u.4~ 

Daiei J\Ule 14 , 

ACTION REQUESTED 

__ X Draft /t#;Ns/ MESSAGE 

X Presldent'• alqnature. 

---- Unden19Ded'• llQDature. 
NOTE 

__ Mem.orandum for use aa enclosure to 
ntply. 

Pro,,.pt «tio• ;, essmtitll. 

083387 
//)a 
p£ DOC/_ 

1982 CG oo' .. o, 
~" r 

f-/uot..Jo 

__ Direct reply. 
____ Furnish lllformatlon copy. 

If more than 72 hour•' dela7 11 encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediatel7, 
Code 1450. 

__ Suitable aclmowledqment or other 
appropriate bandlinq. 

____ Furnish copy of reply, if any. 

__ For your lllfonnation. 

__ For comment. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum, or comment la r• 
quested. 

REMARKS: 

Description: 

As di&ousaed with my aecretary, I would appreciate a 
draft message the Preaident could send shor~y before 
the event. We will infom them that it is not: po11aible 
to iuue a Proclrz~t., 

__ Letter. Teleqram: Other: MeJDorandum with enclosures 
To: 

From: 
Date: 

Subject: 

DL 
Laslie Seaqrave, Council on Environmmntal Qllality, D.C. 
6/1/82 
Forwards material from organizers requeat!nq Proclamation 
for •America' s Freedom Ride," a SO-state bicycle relay 
starting in August In New York and ending in Waahinqton 
in SepAliiiier -- to commemo~ate BiCMntennial of Cona~i-u~ien. 

ck 

By direction of the President: 

DODIE LIVING9'l'ON 
Director, Office of Special 

Presidential Mesaaqes 
456-2941/Room 480-0EOB 

(White House File Copy) 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

722 JACKSON PLACE, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO: Dodie Livingston 
Office of Special Presidential Messages 

FROM'~~eslie Seagrave, assistant to 
- @Ernie Minor, Member, Council on Environmental Quality 

DATE: June 1, 1982 

SUBJECT: America's Freedom Ride 

Attached please find background material and letters of 
support from senators and congressmen on "America's Freedom
Ride". They are planning a 50-state bicycle relay in the 
late summer to commemorate the bicentenial of the Constitution. 

This bicycle odyssey is scheduled to begin in early August 
in New York and end 9,500 miles later in Washington, D. C. 
on September 17, Constitution Day. 

' 
Mr. Minor, knowing of the President's interest in. environmental 
subjects wanted me to submit this request directly to you. 
Please keep us apprized of your actions concerning ''America's 
Freedom Ride" . 

Thank you. 

Leslie Seagrave 
4506 

· ~ .. 

Ti.CkN4! - W!C0iQ JSti &W.4--...... 



' Tl-IE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON . 

September 27, 1982 

Dear Mr. Hudson: 

Mr. Richard Darman has asked that 
I respond to your letter of Sept
ember · 20th. 

I am please to send you a copy of 
our working list of proclamations. 
I am not too certain that it will 
be of great value to you. However, 
I would like to ref er you to an 
excellent private publication 
called the Chases' Calendar of 
Annual Events~ published .by the 
Apple Tree Press, Inc., Box 1012, 
Flint Michigan 48501. You might 
fir.d their calendar of interest. 

n:~~ 
Deputy Executive 
Clerk 

.• 

/t;~'/-?9 
~~ 

F~t!J~ 

~£LJ11J 



AClarkston ..tS..mer1can 
P.O. Box 569, Clarkston, WA 99403 

(509) 758-9797 425 Elm Street 
September 20, 1982 

Mr. Richard Darman 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Darman, 

We are a relatively small community newspaper in the heart of 

wheat country here in S/E Washington •.. but we like to keep up 

with what's going on. 

Could you send us a schedule of proclamations so if something's 

up, we can celebrate it? In towns this small, any excuse is worth 

while. 

Thanks. I appreciate your help. 

Robert M. Hudson 
Publisher 

"we mean business" 



ID # ___ ] _l _6 _4 _8 _7 ___ C.__U 

WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

flbltJ? 

D 0 • OUTGOING 

D H • INTERNAL 

D I • INCOMING 
Date Correspondence 
Received (VY/MM/DD) --~' --~/ _,_.,..-

Name of Correspondent: ___ }?_~4.cnt.~-42'---............ ~·~~/_-·~~~~~~~~-
D Ml Mall Report User Codes: (A) (8) (C) ___ _ 

Subject: d~J ~~ILL' (P~ 
1~'~ 4,, ~~ .-fie-ur £.o,.'l5 _tJ ul! 

ROUTE TO: 

Office/Agency (Staff Name) 
Action 
Code 

ACTION 

Tracking 
Date 

VY/MM/DD 

ORIGINATORIJ~/ f.2..., ~ 

DISPOSITION 

Type 
of 

Response 

Completion 
Date 

Code VY/MM/DD 

' ) I T 1 '1 
Referral Note:. , :;#-

] ·f,;..., /).,)-?' ---

ACTION CODES: 

A • Appropriate Action 
C • Comment/Recommendation 
D • Draft Response 
F • Furnish Fact Sheet 

to be used as Enclosure 

Referral Note: 

.S ~.51AA10tf 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

I 

Referral Note: 

I • Info Copy Only/No Action Necessary 
R • Direct Reply w/Copy 
S • For Signature 
X • Interim Reply 

Keep this worksheet attached to the original incoming letter. 
Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 
Always return completed correspondence record to Central Files. 

I L 

Dl~SITION CODES: 

A -Answered 
B • Non-Special Referral 

C • Completed 
S • Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 

Type of Response = Initials of Signer 
Code = "A" 

Completion Date = Date of Outgoing 

Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590. 
5/81 



RECORDS MANAGEMENT ONLY 

No. of Additional 
Correspondents:. __ _ 

~LA~IFICATION SECTION 

Medla:cZ lndlvldualCodes: -:;;!.'dd:t/ -·---
Prime / //J 
Subject Code:£:/_& ___ -__ 

Code 

c __ 

DSP 

SIGNATURE CODES: 

Date 

CPn • Presidential Correspondence 
n • 0 • Unknown 
n • 1 · Ronald Wiison Reagan 
n • 2 • Ronald Reagan 
n-3 ·Ron 
n • 4 • Dutch 
n • 5 · Ron Reagan 
n • 11. Ronald 
n - 7 - Ronnie 

CLn • First Lady's Correspondence 
n - 0 • Unknown 
n • 1 - Nancy Reagan 
n ·2 - Nancy 
n - 3 - Mrs. Ronald Reagan 

Secondary 
Subject Codes: 

PRESIDENTIAL REPLY 

Time: 

Time: 

Comment 

MEDIA CODES: 

B. Box/package 
C-Copy 
D - Official document 
Q. Message 
H - Handcarrled 
L - Letter 
Iii· Mallgrarn 
0- Memo 
P -Photo 
R· Report 
a-Sealed 
T -Telegram 
V • Telephone 
X - Miscellaneous 
Y-Study 

CBn - Prnldentlal & Flr1t Lady's Correspondence 
n - 1 - Ronald Reagan - Nancy Reagan 
n • 2 • Ron - Nancy 

-, 

Form 

P-

Media: __ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 4, 1983 

Dear Mr. Rivera: 

Thank you for your letter inquiring about the legal effect of 
proclamations issued by the President, and particularly the 
effect of a proclamation issued by President Andrew Johnson on 
September 3, 1867. 

The President, in the exercise of the executive powers vested 
in him by the Constitution, may issue proclamations when he 
thinks it proper to give notice or information to the public. 
A proclamation has legal effect only when authorized by the 
Constitution or by a law passed by the Congress, and remains 
valid until that constitutional provision or law is repealed 
or until a subsequent proclamation or executive order super
sedes it. 

The proclamation about which you have inquired was issued by 
President Johnson under the authority of the Act of July 29, 
1861, ch. 25, § 1, 12 Stat. 281 (1861). Such statutory 
authority of the President remains in effect today and is 
codified at 10 U.S.C. § 332. 

You have also inquired as to whether this proclamation was 
applicable only to the Federal government. The power Presi
dent Johnson exercised in 1867 was limited to assuring faith
ful execution of "the laws of the United States within any 
State or Territory of the United States"; i.e., the enforce
ment of Federal laws. 

I hope this information is helpful to you. 

Mr. Ramon L. Rivera 
7317 Dunfield Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90045 

FFF:SMC:ph 2/7/83 

cc: FFFielding/ 
SMCooksey 
Subject 
Chron. 

Sincerely, 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 



MEMORANDUM 

FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 4, 1983 

FRED F. FIELDING 

SHERRIE M. COOKSEY~c.__--

Inquiry About the Legal Effect 
of Presidential Proclamations 

Ramon Rivera has written you inquiring about the general legal 
effect of Presidential proclamations and the effect of a 
proclamation issued by President Andrew Johnson on September 
3, 1867. 

Attached for your review and approval is a letter to Rivera 
advising that Presidential proclamations have legal effect 
only when authorized by the Constitution or Federal statute 
and remain valid until such authority is revoked or until 
superseded by a subsequent proclamation or executive order. 
His specific questions on the Johnson proclamation are also 
ani=;wered. 



- ,. ,., 23 .. 
December 19, 1982 

' . 
TO: Mr. Fred Fielding 

Counsel to the President 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

116487 

Dear Sir: 

This letter is in regard to a legal question on the matter 
of Presidential Proclamations. 

Sir: I would like to know how long Presidential Proclamations 
are held in effect. Whether they are effective (A) during the 
term of the President making the proclamation, (B) the life of 
the President making the proclamation, (C) until revoked 
superseded by another proclamation, (D) or revoked by an act 
of congress. 

I would like to know if the Presidential proclamation made by 
President Andrew Johnson on September 3, 1867 is still valid 
and in effect. I would like to know if said proclamation was 
or is valid only on the Federal Government and its agencies 
or did it, or does it apply to the states as well. 

A copy of said Presidential Proclamation is enclosed. 

Thank you very much for your attention in the matter. 

Sincerely your. 

/ 

Ramon L. ive a 
7317 Dunfield Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 
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Andrew Johnson 3743 

hopeful of the future, and that in the end the rod of despotism will be 
broken, the armed heel of power lifted from the necks of the people, and 
the principles of a violated Constitution preserved. 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 

To the House of Represmtatives: 
WASHINGTON, D. C.,july I9, I867. 

For reasons heretofore stated in my several veto messages to Congress 
upon the subject of reconstruction, I return without my approval the 
''Joint resolution to carry into efiect the several acts providing for the 
more efficient government of. the rebel States,•' and appropriating for 
that purpose the suui of f,1 ,000,000. ANDREW JOHNSON. 

PROCLAMATIONS. 

BY THE PR.Jtsm2NT OF THE UNITJID STATRS. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas by the Constitution of the United States the executive power 
is vested in a President of the United States of America, who is bound 
by solemn oath faithfully to execute the office of President and to the 
best of his ability to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of 
the United States, and is by the same instrument made Commander in 
Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States and is required to take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed; and 

Whereas by the same Constitution it is provided that the said Consti- . 
tution and the laws of the United States which shall be made in pursu
ance thereof shall be the supreme law of the land, and the judges in 
every State shall be bound thereby; and 

Whereas in and by the same Constitution the judicial power of the 
United States is vested in one Supreme Court and in such inferior courts 
as Congress may from time to time ordain and establish, and the afore
said judicial power is declared to extend to all cases in law and equity 

· arising under the Constitution, the laws of the United States, and the 
treaties which shall be made under their authority; and 

Whereas all officers, civil and military, are bound by oath that they 
will support and defend the Constitution against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic, and will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and 

Whereas all officers of the Army and Navy of the United States, in 

I accepting their commissions under the laws of Congres ancl the Rules 
and Articles of War, incur an obligation to observe, obey, ana follow such 

·"""·""--.. .,..,-.~----..., ...... .......... T ... dit"'""''-C•cti,....ons"8S-they shall from time to time receive from the President or 
the General or .other superior officers set over them according to the rules 

. and discipline of war; and 
Whereas it is provided by law that whenever, by reason of unlawful 
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obstructions, combinations, or assemblages of persons or rebellion against 
the authority of the Government of the United States, it shall become 
impracticable, in the judgment of the J>resident. of the United States, to 

· enforce by the ordinary course of jul!icial ·proceedings the laws of the 
United States within any State or Territory, the Executive in that case 

is authorized· and required to secur.e their faithful execution by the em
ployment of the land and naval forces; and 

Whereas impediments and obstructionr, serious in their character, have 
recently been interposed in the States of North Carolina and Sou.th Caro
lina, hindering and preventing for a tinie a proper enforcement there of 
the laws of the United States and of the judgments and decrees of a law
ful court thereof, in disregard of the command of the President of the 
United States; and · 

Whereas reasonable and well-founded apprehensions exist that such 
ill-advised and unlawful proceedings may be again attempted there or 
elsewhere: 

Now,. therefore, I, ~w Johnson, President of the United States, do 
hereby warn all persons against obstructing or hinderhig in any manner 
whatsoever the faithful execution of the Constitution and the laws; and 
I de · soleinnly enjoin and command all officers of the Government, civil 
and military, to render due submission and obedience to said laws bd 
to the judgments and decrees of the courts of the Unite\! States, and to 
give all the aid in their power necessary to the prompt enforcement an'1 
execution of such laws, decrees, judgments, and processes. 

And I do hereby enjoin upon the officers of the Army and Navy to 
assist and sustain the courts and other civil authorities of the United 
States in a faithful administration of the laws thereof and in the judg
ments, decrees, mandates, and processes of the courts of the United States; 
9:11d I call' upon all good and well-disposed citizens of the United States to 
remember that upon the said Constitution and laws, and upon the judg- · 

. ments, d~ees. and processes qf the courts made in accordance with the 
same, depend the•protection of the lives, liberty, property, and happiness 

: of the people. ·And I exhort them everywhere to testify their devotion 
to. their country; their pride in its prosperity and greatness, and their 
deterniination to uphold its free institutions by a hearty cooperation in 
the efforts of ·the Government to sustain the authority of the law, to 
maintain the supremacy. of the Federal Constitution, and to preserve 
unimpaired the integrity of the National Union. 

In testimony whereof I have caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed to these presents and sign the same with my hand. 

[s:a.u..] • Done at the city of Washington, the 3d day of September,. 
. in the year 1867. . ANDREW JOHNSON. 

By the President: 
WIJ.,UAM. H. SitwAim, 

· Secretary of State. 
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March 10, 1983 

Dear Mr. Vincent: 

Thank you for your letter inquiring about the legal effect 
of proclamations issued by the President, and particularly 
the effect of a proclamation issued by President Andrew 
Johnson on September 3, 1867. 

The President, in the exercise of the executive powers 
vested in him by the Constitution, may issue proclamations 
when he thinks it proper to give notice or information to 
the public. A proclamation has legal effect only when 
authorized by the Constitution or by a law passed by the 
Congress, and remains valid until that constitutional 
provision or law is repealed or until a subsequent proclama
tion or executive order supersedes it. 

The proclamation about which you have inquired was issued by 
President Johnson under the authority of the Act of July 29, 
1861, ch. 25, § 1, 12 Stat. 281 (1861). Such statutory 
authority of the President remains in effect today and is 
codified at 10 u.s.c. § 332. 

You have also inquired as to whether this proclamation was 
applicable only to the Federal government. The power 
President Johnson exercised in 1867 was limited to assuring 
faithful execution of "the laws of the United States within 
any State or Territory of the United States"; i.e., the 
enforcement of Federal laws. 

I hope this information is helpful to you. 

Mr. Robert L. Vincent 
19533 E. Vista Hermosa 
Walnut, California 91789 

FFF:JGR:aw 3/10/83 

Sincerely, 

Orig. eisned by iFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

cc: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj./Chron 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 10, 1983 

--
MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. ROBERTS (}Nl... 

Inquiry About the Legal Effect 
of Presidential Proclamations 

Robert L. Vincent, of California, has inquired concerning 
the legal effect of Presidential proclamations, and in 
particular a proclamation issued by the first President 
Johnson in 1867. His inquiry is, oddly, identical to an 
earlier inquiry from Ramon Rivera, also of California. 
Perhaps they are having some sort of contest. Sherrie 
drafted a response to Rivera, which you signed (copy of 
Rivera correspondence attached) . I see no reason not to 
send Vincent the same response. If Vincent and Rivera are 
conspiring, at least they will learn we are consistent. 

~~-~ 
~~I~~ .. '1 ~-~· y Attachments 

. ..,.,v-r· / ~ 
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To~ -
December 19, 1982 

TO: Mr. Fred Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

~ 16487 {& ,_ 

Dear Sir: 

This letter is in regard to a legal question on the matter 
of Presidential Proclamations. 

Sir: I would like to know how long Presidential Proclamations 
are held in effect. Whether they are effective (A) during the 
term of the President making the proclamation, (B) the life of 
the President making the proclamation, (C) until revoked 
superseded by another proclamation, (D) or revoked by an act 
of congress. 

I would like to know if the Presidential proclamation made by 
President Andrew Johnson on September 3, 1867 is still valid 
and in effect. I would like to know if said proclamation was 
or is valid only on the Federal Government and its a~encies 
or did it, or does it apply to the states as well. 

A copy of said Presidential Proclamation is enclosed. 

Thank you very much for your attention in the matter. 

Sincerely your. 

Ramon L. i ve a 
7317 Dunfield Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 4, 1983 

Dear Mr. Rivera: 

Thank you for your letter inquiring about the legal effect of 
proclamations issued by the President, and particularly the 
effect of a proclamation issued by President Andrew Johnson on 
September 3, 1867. 

The President, in the exercise of the executive powers vested 
in him by the Constitution, may issue proclamations when he 
thinks it proper to give notice or information to the public. 
A proclamation has legal effect only when authorized by the 
Constitution or by a law passed by the Congress, and remains 
valid until that constitutional provision or law is repealed 
or until a subsequent proclamation or executive order super
sedes it. 

The proclamation about which you have inquired was issued by 
President Johnson under the authority of the Act of July 29, 
1861, ch. 25, § 1, 12 Stat. 281 (1861). Such statutory 
authority of the President remains in effect today and is 
codified at 10 U.S.C. § 332. 

You have also inquired as to whether this proclamation was 
applicable only to the Federal government. The power Presi
dent Johnson exercised in 1867 was limited to assuring faith
ful execution of "the laws of the United States within any 
State or Territory of the United States"; i.e., the enforce
ment of Federal laws. 

I hope this information is helpful to you. 

Mr. Ramon L. Rivera 
7317 Dunfield Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90045 

FFF:SMC:ph 2/7/83 

cc: FFFieldiny 
SMCooksey 
Subject 
Chron. 

Sincerely, 

Orig. signed. b:i-· FF'?:' 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
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ROBERT ~· VINCENT 
19533 E.. VISTA HERMOSA 
WALNUT, CALIF. 91789 

MR. FRED FIELDING 
COUNCIL TO THE PRESIDENT 
WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D.~. 20500 

DEAR SIR, 

FEBRUARY 18, 1983 

THIS LETTER IS IN REGARD TO A LEGAL QUESTION ON THE MATTER OF 
PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATIONS. 

SIR, I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW HOW LONG PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATIONS ARE 
HELD IN EFFECT. WHETHER THEY ARE EFFECTIVE 

A. DURING THE TERM OF THE PRESIDENT MAKING THE PROCLAMATION, 
8. THE LIFE OF THE PRESIDENT MAKING THE PROCLAMATION, 
C. ARE THEY REVOKED BY AN ACT OF CONGRESS, 
D. OR UNTIL REVOKED SUPERSEDED BY ANOTHER PROCLAMATION. 

I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF THE PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION MADE BY 

FEB 22 I 

PRESIDENT ANDREW JOHNSON ON SEPTEMBER 3., - 1861 IS STILL VALID AND IN EFFECT? 
I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF SAID PRODCLAMATION WAS OR IS VALID ONLY ON THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND ITS AGENCIES OR DID IT, OR DOES IT APPLY TO THE 
STATES AS WELL? 

I HAVE ENCLOSED A COPY OF SAID PROCLAMATION. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR ATTENTION IN THE MATTER. 
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hopeful of the future, and that in the end the rod of despotism will be 
broken, the armed heel of power lifted from the necks of the people, and 
the principles of a violated Constitution preserved. 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 

To tlt.e House of Represmf.atives: 
WASHINGTON, D. C.,Jtdy I9, r867. 

For reasons heretofore stated in my several veto messages to Congress 
npon the subject of ~etion, I return without my approval the 
"Joint resolution to carry into effect the several acts providing for the 
more efficient gosremment of. the rebel States,'' and appropriating for 
that purpose the suni of $1,000,000. ANDREW JOHNSON. 

PROCLAMATIONS. 

Bv Tmt Plmsm:ENT OF THE UNITED STA.TBS. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas by the Constitution of the United States the executive power 
is vesie<l'"m a-President of the United States of America, who _is bound 
by solemn oath faithfully to execute the office of President and to the 
best of his ability to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of 
the United States, and is by the same instrument made Commander in 
Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States and is required to take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed; and 

Whereas by the same Constitution it is provided that the said Consti
tution and the laws of the United States which shall be made in pursu
ance thereof shall be the supreme law of the land, and the judges in 
every State shall be bound thereby; and 

Whereas in and by the same Constitution the judicial power of the 
United States is vested in one Supreme Court and in such inferior courts 
as Congress may from time to time ordain and establish, and the afore
said judicia.1 power is declared to extend to all cases in law and equity 
arising under the Constitution, the laws of the United States, and the 
treaties which shall be made under their authority; and 

Whereas all officers, civil and military, are bound by oa.th that they 
will support and defend the Constitution against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic, and will bear tme faith and allegiance to the same; and 

Whereas all officers of the Army and Navy of the United States, in 
accepting their commissions _under the laws of ~ and the Rules 
and Articles of War, incur an obligation to obeerve, obey, and follow such 
directions as they shall from time to time receive from the President or 
tbe General or .other superior officers set over them according to the rules 
and discipline of war; and 

Whereas it is provjded by law that whenever, by reason of unlawful 

J 
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obstructions, combinations, or assemblages of persons m rebellion against 
the authority of the Government of the United States, it shall become 
impracticable, in the judgment of the.fresident. of the United States, to 

enforce by the ordinary course of ju!icial 'proceed.i.Dgs the laws of the 
United States within any State or Territory, the Executive in that case 
is authorized and required to secur~ their faithful execution by the em
ployment of the land and naval forces; and 

Whereas impediments and obstruction.£, serious in their character, have 
recently been interposed in the States of Nardi Carolina and South Caro
lina, hindering and preventing for a t:inie a proper enforcement there of 
the laws of the United States and of the judgments and decrees of a law
ful court thereof, in disregard of the command of the President of the 
United States; and 

Whereas reasonable and well-founded apprehensions exist that such 
ill-advised and unlawful proceedings may be again attempted there or 
elsewhere: 

Now,. therefore, I, ~Johnson, President of. the United States, do 
hereby warn all ~s against obstructing or hind~ in any manner 
whatsoever the faithful execution of the Constitution and the laws; and 
I dG solemnly enjoin and command all officers of the Government, civil 
and military, to render due submiss1on ancf obedience to said 1Dvs-'llm-4r---
to the jui:igments and decrees of the courts of the Unite-: States, and to 
give all the aid in their power necessary to the prompt enforcement a.nj 
execution of such laws, decrees, judgments, and processes. 

And I do hereby enjoin upon the officers of the Anny and Navy to 
assist and sustain the courts and other civil authorities of the United 
States in a faithful ·administration of the laws thereof and in the judg
ments, decrees, mandates, and processes of the courts of the United States; 
B;J1d I call' upon all good and well-disposed citizens of the United States to 
remember that upon the said Constitution and laws, and upon the jud.g- · 

·men ts, d~ees, and processes Qf the courts made in accordance with the 
same, depend thc•protection of the lives, liberty, property, and happiness 

: of the people. ·And I exhort them everywhere to testify their devotion 
~their country, their pride in its prosperity and greatness, and their 
delerniination _to uphold its free institutions by a bearty cooperation in 
the efforts of the Government to sustain the authority of the law, to 
maintain the supremacy of the Federal Constitution, and to preserve 
unimpaired the integrity of the National Union. · 

In testimony whereof I have caused the seal of the United States to be 
a.ftixed to these presents and sign the same with my band. 

[sui..] • Done &t the city of Washington, the 3d day of September, 

. in the year 1867. ANDREW JOHNSON. 
By the President: . 

Wuxuv li. SEWAJU>, 
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Mrs. Loretta I. Stukas 
National President 
Knights of Lithuania 
234 Sunlit Drive 

C nited States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

March 23, 1983 

Watchung, New Jersey 07060 

Dear Mrs. Stukas: 

I have been asked to reply to your letter of 
March 8 to President Reagan which expressed 
appreciation for the Proclamation of Lithuanian 
Independence Day. We value the support of the 
Knights of Lithuania and welcome your remarks regard
ing the President's proclamation. 

Sincere/;; 
Mildrecf ~. Patterson 
Baltic Affairs Officer 



T H E W H I T E H 0 U S E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
APPROPRIATE ACTION 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

130220 

LETTER, DATED MARCH 8, 1983 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MRS. LORETTA I. STUKASS 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
KNIGHTS OF LITHUANIA 
234 SUNLIT DRIVE 
WATCHUNG NJ 07060 

0 F F I C E 

MARCH 22, 1983 

SUBJECT: EXPRESSES APPRECIATION TO THE PRESIDENT 
FOR ISSUING THE PROCLAMATION OF 
LITHUANIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY, 1983 

&a\;8311 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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lf' - NATIONAL OFFICERS g o/ oflthuania 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

March 8, 1983 

On behalf of all the members of the Knights of 
Lithuania, scattered throughout our great USA, 

130220 

thank you for issuing the Proclamation of Lithuanian 
Independence Day, 198J, on February 16, 198J. 

The United States Government has never recognized 
the illegal occupation and annexation of Lithuania 
by the Soviet Union. By your proclamation, you 
have reemphasized the American belief in t he 
principles of liberty for all people and the right 
of self-determination of the Lithuanian nation. 

Your interest and friendship is greatly appreciated 
by the Kni~hts of Lithuania and by all americans 
of Lithuanian descent. 

Thank you most sincerely for your consideration. 

lis: 

Respectfully yours, 

LA1H-- -.~~ 
C~s~~etta I. Stukas 
National President 
Knights of Lithuania 
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COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

APRIL 4, 1983 

JEAN -

The attached material has just arrived 

regarding the Sister City relationship 

between Santa Fe, New Mexico, and 

Santafe, Spain. 

Perhaps it will be useful to the people 

who are writing the Proclamation. 

THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING. 



PETE V. DOMENIC! 
NEW MEXICO 

Ken -

6 

* 
WASHINGTON, D. C . 

/3>174'-f 

I am aware of the time constraints on this one~ but 
hope you will see it through for me and my constituents. 

Attached for your further information Is . a copy of 
the Resolution adopted by the City of Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
Don't hesitate to call if I can be of assistance in any 
way. 

Thanks sincerely. / ·2 
' ~ 



PETE V DOMEN IC ! 
NEW MEXICO 

• 
. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 

March 28, 1983 

The Honorable Kenneth Duberstein 
Assistant to the President for Congressional Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear !<.en: 

This letter is to request a Proclamation from the President which would 
lend support to the letter and spirit of the establishment of a Sister City 
relationship between Santafe' (Granada), Spain, and our own Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. Background information follows: 

The Mayor of Santafe~ Spain and the President of the regional government 
of Granada, has extended an official invitation to the City of Santa Fe 
proposing the establishment of a Sister City relationship between the two 
cities, and the City of Santa Fe, New Mexico, has accepted. An invitation 
has now been extended to Santa Fe citizens to participate on April 15 to 17 
in the annual festival "Las Capitulaciones de Santafe11 in Santafe', Spain 
which celebrates the signing by the Cathol le Kings, Ferdinand and Isabella, 
the pact granting Columbus the necessary resources for his voyage of 
discovery. At that time, the Sister City relationship will be formalized. 

Several citizens of Santa Fe will be going to Santafe, Spain, for the 
festivities and will be in Washington on April 11 and 12, prior to their 
trip. Included in the delegation will be the Mayor of the Clty of Santa 
Fe, The Honorable Louis R. Montano, along with three City Councilors. 
They are meeting with the Vice President at 9:00 a.m. on the morning of 
Apr i 1 1 2 in hi s office. 

It is my understanding that the President and Vice President are 
Honorary Chairpersons of the Sister Cities program, and it would be the 
most perfect situation if the Proclamation could be presented by the Vice 
President to the Mayor of Santa Fe and his delegation on Wednesday morning, 
April 12, at 9:00 in the Vice President 1 s office as an expression of 
friendship and good will for the people of Santafe' and all of Spain. 

With thanks and warm regards. 

sirre10, 

·.µ/ 
Pele ~men i c i 
United States Senator 
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CITY OF SANTA fE 

RC~OLlJTWH MU. 1Y~3 ·'1 

A RESULUTI C~i 

II /\UTllU~llING TllE MA'l'OR TG INITIATE ANO COHSUrw~T£ A SJSTE;R CITY RELATIOHSllf P 

12 HlTH SANTA FE, SPAJN (GHANAUA). 
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3 Sr.?ction 2: The~ obJe_tt:ives af·this re1atiensh1p of thi$ Si!;tcr 

.1 City \·Jill b8 to st.rcnr_1tllrn our cultuntl i histol'ical. ~dt1c<i. t.i<.1ntt1 <tnd 

s friltc:r1H1l tier. of this friP.ndshiµ. 

(i S'=:~t.ion 3: The Mayor (If the City of Santa FG~ Nt!1~ M~xic.o is 

7 hc:rc!h)' empowered and authorized to ccnsent on b~hcilf o_f the City of 

8 Sa11t\1 Fe to' initiate encl const1I11T1ute th::: Sistf.!l' CHy rclli.tion!ildp wlth 

9 Si1nti1 re, Spain (Gr~ni1da}. 

10 VASSF.D AND APPROVED tl)i :s 23rd day of . ·. FC!bl'"Utiry 
~~~~-..... .......... ----.-....----~ 

1933, 

, ,_ 

Ma.var 

17 

,., ... , , ... , 
.·' .\ \) j· ~,;I,~ :.·· '., 

~· \' I • 1; 1, 
• .: tt' \'I} . • . ·, .;o • "\ \)\~ I , , l<~ . \ ~ 

-~ "·J: 1) .. ,.. '• 
. I I I cl ·, 

.? I ! s }~ /~ I . ~ , ' . '\ .. ... 
"., •, -..~'< I . ·i' ,•' t • 

-~ • . " / l } \") . . • ... 

'ATl.f'.ST: ·1 
.\' ,. 

~,, ,,,,, . ',, .,~ 

'"·, ~' I/•: ·n\., .·" • ,,, ' .. , .. 

~:~~·: CoL'rn~ 
city c 1 f;' l'h . . -. ·- . 

)~ 

I fi 

18 

19 

20 SfAL) 

21 

22 

2) 

24 

25 

:; . 

-···- - ,·.·. . ' ..... .. . ... . ·"· . .. 



THE HIRST COMPANY 
1665 Indian School Road Northeast 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 
(505) 266-5637 
(505) 265-5362 - night line 
Affiliated Offices in Major Cities 

Mr. George Ramones 
Chief Legislative Aide 

March 31; 1983 

U.S. Senator Pete v. Domenici 
Dirksen Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear George: 

Thank you for your help on the issue of the Spanish 
Quincentennial and the visit of the Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, delegation to Washington and to Spain. 

As I promised, I am enclosing a copy of some 
press materials we have prepared for the City 
of Santa Fe, New Mexico, which will send a dele
gation to Madrid and Santa Fe, Spain. It is my 
understanding that this delegation will be in 
Spain April 14 for festivities which will inaugurate 
a lO-year period of ceremonies leading up to 
1992 -- a year which will commemorate not only 
the SOOth anniversary of Spanish independence, 
but the 500th anniversary of the royal pact with 
Christopher Columbus. 

Both epochal events occured in Santa Fe, Spain, 
whose sister city is Santa Fe, New Mexico -
America's oldest capital city and one which 
served as the northern provincial capital of 
the Spanish colonies in the New World. 

The invitation from the mayor of Santa Fe, Spain, 
and the governor of the province of Granada was 
forwarded to the mayor of Santa Fe, New Mexico, by 
the U.S. Ambassador to Spain. 

Thus, the visit of the U.S. delegation will rep
resent the first official u.s. involvement in the 
Quincentennial. 

Again, thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 
I / , I 

Carrol Cagle 

encls 

, 
' 

. I 



From: Marie Hirst 
Will Hoffman 

The Hirst Company 
4665 Indian School Road NE 
Albuquerque, N.M. 87110 Telephone: 505 266 5637 

March 20, 1983 

The Two Santa Fe's: Key Facts 

1. A delegat.:ion from Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA (America's oldest 

capital) will visit Santa Fe, Granada, Spain, the city where 

Queen Isabella signed the royal pact supporting Christopher 

Columbus' voyage to the New World in 1492. Visit will be 

April 15 - 17, 1983. The royal pact was signed on April 17, 1492. 

2. Occasion of the visit -- this begins a ten-year celebration 

In Santa Fe, Spain leading up to the 500th anniversary of the 

signing of this pact and of Spanish independence from Moorish 

rule. 

3. Santa Fe means in Spanish "city of holy faith" -- the original 

name because Santa Fe, Spain is the site where Spanish Christians 

defeated the Islamic Moors, ending 781 years of Moslem rule 

and creating the modern nation of Spain. 

4. Decisive victory was gained on January 2, 1492 in the city of Santa 

Fe, Spain - - built for the encampment of Ferdinand and Isabella. 
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5. Columbus waited in Santa Fe, Spain for months to obtain royal 

sanction for his planned journey -- and nearly lost out when he 

angered Ferdinand by demanding 20 per cent of any gains from the 

voyage. 

6. A little-known figure in history, Father Juan Perez, Queen Isabella's 

confessor, rescued the mission by pursuing Columbus after he 

departed Santa Fe thinking he had lost his cause. Father Perez 

interceded so effectively with Isabella that she offered to pawn 

her royal jewels to make Columbus' journey possible. 

7. The visit also highlights a facet of U.S. history which is often 

overlooked -- Spain represented the first major European settle

ment in the U.S. When the westward migration of "Anglos'' reached 

New Mexico they found a flourishing Spanish culture already 

two centuries old. 

8. Santa Fe, New Mexico, is the oldest capital city in the United 

States. It was founded in 1610 by the Spanish conquistador 

Peralta, who laid it out in a similar pattern to Santa Fe, Spain. 

The cities have agreed to a formal "sister cities'' relationship. 

(The Pilgrims landed in Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1620. 

The first east~~n capital, Boston, was founded in 1630). 



'From: Marie Hirst 
Will Hoffman 

The Hirst Company 
4665 Indian School 
Albuquerque, N.M. 

Press Memorandum 

Road NE 
87110 Telephone: 

March 20, 1983 

Santa Fe, Spain and Santa Fe, New Mexico: 

Sister Cities for Centuries 

I. Introduction 

505 266 5637 

When the mayor and a delegation of citizens from America's 

oldest capital city, Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA, visit Santa Fe, 

the city in southern Spain of the same name, they will be 

doing more than carrying on the international ''sister cities" 

program launched by President Dwighl Eisenhower in 1956. They 

will be engaged in a process of symbolically closing a circle 

of affinity between the two "cities of the holy faith" that 

began centuries ago and encompassed entire sagas of religious 

warfare, intrepid exploration and the finding of a ''new world," 

statecraft, diplomacy and evangelism. 

Tne two Santa Fes are separated by thousands of miles and 

a great ocean. Yet they are ''sister cities" in a historic way, 

in a cultural way, as perhaps no other pair of cities have been. 

Santa Fe, located near the city of Granada in Spain, was the 

site of the decisive battle of Spanish Christiandom's victory 

over the Islamic Moors in 1492, creatinq the modern Spanish state. 
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It also was the site of Ferdinand and Isabella's signing 

of the royal charter which sent Christopher Columbus on his 

way to the Americas. 

Those two epoch-making events, occurring within weeks of 

each other in a small town in the foothills of the Iberian 

Peninsula, sent waves of political, military, commercial and 

religious influence from the epicenter of Santa Fe, Spain, to, 

eventually, Santa Fe, New Mexico an influence which remains 

strong centuries later and which is being remarked with the 

visit of the delegation from the Americas and the festivites 

now being launched to mark the Spanish Quincentennial in 1992. 

The festival of celebration will likely bring increased 

awareness, particularly within the United States, of the 

important role that Spain has played in the history of the 

U.S. -- and of the historic "firsts" represented in the 

founding of the United States by the Hispanic people and their 

northern provincial capital city of Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

II. Santa Fe, Spain 

Six miles west of Granada in southern Spain lies the town 

of Santa Fe, marked by a signpost reading, La Cuna de Hispanidad, 

the "cradle of 'Spanishness. '" This small city was the scene 

of a blockade of Christian soldiers -- with their monarchs 

Ferdinand and Isabella encamped nearby in their royal tents 

which ended the 781-year struggle by Spanish Catholics against 

Spanish Islam. 
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The Moslem Prince Boabdill began negotiating an end to 

the blockade in the autumn of 1491, and the final capitulation 

came on January 2, 1492. After 781 years, Moslem rule had 

ended and Ferdinand and Isabella became the first monarchs 

of the nation of Spain now preparing to celebrate its quincentennial. 

III. Christoper Columbus and the Capitulaciones 

In Santa Fe, Spain, is a street named Calle Cristobal 

Colon -- the street of Christopher Columbus, one of the few 

reminders of the other historic event which occurred in the 

small city only weeks after the conclusion of the blockade 

against the Moors. The second event, which occurred April 17, 1492, 

was the signing of the Capitulaciones (royal charter) between 

King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella and Columbus, enabling him 

to begin the sea voyage which led to the discovery of the 

New World. 

Columbus, who has been said to be the "most famous witness 

to Islam's defeat at Santa Fe," had arrived in Spain in 1485. 

He met Father Juan Perez, former confessor of Queen Isabella. 

Through Father Perez, he eventually gained a royal audience 

in order to make his plea for aid in his planned voyage. But 

the monarchs were engaged in thoughts of war and ref erred him 

to subordinate councils. 

For years, Columbus was on the royal payroll, following 

battles and even joining in occasionally. Immediately after 

the defeat of the Moors, Columbus again approached Ferdinand 
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but was again rejected. Columbus gave up on the idea of 

assistance from Spain and departed. He reached as far as 

Palos, where Father Perez caught up with him and persuaded 

him to wait. 

The priest returned to Santa Fe and begged the monarchs 

to reconsider. Columbus argued so persuasively that Queen 

Isabella stated her readiness to pawn her royal jewels to 

finance the expedition. But Columbus angered Ferdinand with 

his demand for 20 percent of all profits from the voyage, and 

he was once again turned down. 

Once again, Columbus rode off; but a tear-filled plea by 

Father Perez finally conviced the king, A rider caught up with 

the departing Columbus at Puente de Pinos; bid him to return~ 

and the Capitulaciones were signed on April 17, 1492, enabling 

him to outfit his ships and begin the long sea voyage which 

ended at the West Indies later that year. 

His discovery of the New world was to help launch a flow 

of Spanish explorers, conquistadores, priests and settlers 

into what is now the nation of Mexico and the U.S. state of 

New Mexico -- whose capital city is Santa Fe. The wave of 

migration was a substantial one. It has been estimated that 

more than 200,000 Spaniards went to the Indies before the year 

1600. 
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IV. Santa Fe, New Mexico~ USA 

An American writer, Mark Williams, referred to the defeat 

of the Moors in 1492 which sent Columbus toward the Indies, in 

an article about the Spanish Santa Fe entitled, "History's 

Forgotten Town. 11 He wrote: "Conquistadores who roamed 

America's Southwest only 50 years later surely remembered the 

role of the tiny Spanish town in opening a new historical era. 

Santa Fe, the holy faith, symbolized Christian determination 

in the face of dangerous opposition. When Spaniards founded 

the northernmost capital of the New World empire in 1610, it 

was natural that they would again choose the name Santa Fe. 11 

Author Paul Horgan, in his book, The Centuries of Santa Fe, 

described the journey on horseback of a royal notary in the 

year 1620, searching for the provincial capital of New Spain 

as he rode: 

When would he see the city? 

It lay, they said, at the base of those 
mountains which at sundown recalled the blood 
of Christ {he crossed himself). They rose up 
beyond the great plain over which he moved, now 
in an afternoon of late October in the year 1620. 

Alone, he would have spurred his horse to 
ride swiftly toward the mountains until he should 
see the seat of the kingdom of New Mexico, the city 
of Santa Fe. Was it named for the original Santa Fe 
in Spain? He recalled how King Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella had come to Granada to attack the last 
stronghold of the Moorish infidel, and had pitched 
their camp opposite to it, and had named their camp 
Santa Fe -- Holy Faith ••. A town had grown from it. 

I 
: . 
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Santa Fe now has the distinction of being the oldest 
, ',.,,.) 

I 

capital city in the United States. Founded in 1610 (10 years 

before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth · Rock) by the conquistador 

Pedro de Peralta on the site of an Indian pueblo which already 

had existed for centuries, Santa Fe became the northern 

provincial capital of the Spanish colonies of the New World. 

Santa Fe, in the foothills of the Sangre de Cristo mountains 

not far from the Rio Grande Valley, served as the Spanish 

government's outpost for the region which now makes up the 

U.S. states of New Mexico and Arizona, many hundreds of miles 

north of the southern provinces of what is now the nation of 

Mexico. 

The Spanish explorer Coronado had set the stage for Santa Fe's 

formation with his epochal journey up' the Rio Grande valley 

in the year 1540, and thus began a steady trickle of priests, 

merchants and settlers northward up from the southern provinces. 

Other settlements with Spanish names like Socorro, El Paso del 

Norte dotted the way. 

Although the normally accepted American notion of u,s. 

historic development recalls a steady westward push toward California 

during the 1800s by other Europeans -- English-speaking ones --

finding only native Americans, frequently hostile, on the way, 

the truth is somewhat different. When that westward-seeking 

Anglo wave reached New Mexico in the early and mid-1800s, they 

found another European-based civilization already in place 

that had been there for two centuries. 
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Except for a brief revolt by Indian insurrectionists 

in the year 1680, the city of Santa Fe served as the northern 

Spanish provincial capital. (A virtually bloodless reconquest, 

led by General Devargas, has since been marked by the annual 

Santa Fe Fiesta each Fall the oldest, continuing community 

celebration in the United States.) In 1821, when Mexico gained 

its independence from Spain, Santa Fe continued to serve as the 

northern capital and the Mexican flag flew over the capital 

building known as the Palace of the Governors. It flew there 

until 1848, when U.S. forces were successful in taking the area 

now made up of New Mexico and Arizona in the Mexican-American 

war. 

Then, Santa Fe became the capital city for the Territory 

of New Mexico _ until the year 1912 when New Mexico was admitted 

as the 47th state of the union. (During the American Civil 

War, the confederate flag also flew over the Palace of the 

Governors -- but only for six days before Union forces again 

took the area.) 

To this day the Hispanic influence in Santa Fe, New Mexico, 

is substantial. The Hispanic population is almost 58 percent 

of the total, and there are many families whose ancestry goes 

back to provinces in Spain: with names like Chavez, Archuleta, 

Baca, Lucero, Montoya, Roybal, Ortiz, Aragon, Medina, Armijo, 

Vigil, and Vargas. 
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V. Visit of the American Delegation 

On January 17, 1983, the City Council of Santa Fe, Granada, 

Spain, approved a resolution proposing "sisterh~od with the 

city of Santa Fe in New Me~cico." The resolution noted "the 

fraternal ties of friendship and mutual knowledge with all 

the peoples of .America" and especially with "Santa Fe, capital 

of the State of New Mexico, ••• which today keeps and promotes 

with pride its deep Spanish roots." 

On January 27, u.s. Ambassador to Spain Terence A. Todman 

forwarded invitations from the Mayor of Santa Fe, Spain 

and the President of the Regional Government of Granada, 

proposing the Sister City rel~tionship and inviting Mayor 

Louis Montano of Santa Fe, New Mexico, and his delegation to 

personally participate in the April 15-17 annual festival, 

"Las Capitulaciones de Santa Fe," in celebration of the 

April 17, 1492 royal pact with Christopher Columbus. 

Urging acceptance of the invitations, Ambassador Todman 

referred to the "colorful and significant celebrations that . 
will take place there this spring to mark an event of such 

enormous historical proportions." 

The City Council of Santa Fe, New Mexico enacted its own 

resolution on February 23, to achieve a Sister City relationship 

with Santa Fe, Spain. And Mayor Montano formed a delegation 

to make the journey, symbolically closing a link between the 

two cities that had begun some 500 years before. 
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VI. Santa Fe's Role in the u.s. Hispanic Tradition 

The role of Santa Fe, and the U.S. state of New Mexico of 

which it is capital, help illustrate the long, rich and 

important tradition of Hispanic involvement in weaving the 

historic tapestry of the United States. Only recently have 

Hispanics begun to be recognized -- via the popular national 

press and political groups -- as a large and important segment 

of the U.S. political and economic scene. At the same time, 

the city of Santa Fe has received another round of national 

publicity in recent years as a place of unique Southwestern 

glamour, featuring art, culture, history, Indians and movie 

stars living incognito. 

Although Hispanics in Santa Fe, and to a certain extent 

throughout New Mexico, often are vividly aware of their long 

tradition of involvement in America's historical development, 

the awareness is not widespread nationally. There has been 

an understandable tendency of most Americans to generalize 

about the U.S. Hispanics of today that they are relatively 

recent arrivals from Mexico, or perhaps Puerto Rico. 

Hispanic "roots," as generally fEr cei ved by the non

Hispanic community, are seen to be only a generation or two 

away from those countries -- and perhaps, given the widespread 

press coverage about "undocumented workers" or "illegal aliens," 

only a few weeks or days away. Coupled with the similar lack 

of general awareness that the westward-moving "Anglo" settlers 
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were themselves the newcomers when they reached Santa Fe 

and the Rio Grande Valley of New Mexico, the visit of the 

New Mexican delegation to Spain could only help shed new 

light on a little-realized feature of American history. 

The fact that the delegati6n will be headed by Mayor Louis 

Montano is illustrative. Unlike many areas of the u.s. where 

Hispanics have had to struggle to gain "entry level" involvement 

in the political and economic systems, in New Mexico, Hispanics 

have a centuries-old tradition of involvement -- and leadership 

in politics, commerce, religion, academia and the arts. 

Today, Hispanics serve as governor of New Mexico, in the 

Congressional delegation, as Speaker of the State House of 

Representatives and in other important legislative roles, on 

the state and federal courts, and throughout the political 

system of the state. Their positions are not "breakthroughs" 

recently achieved, but represent a line of public service 

going back to 1610 when a second "city of the holy faith" was 

established in the foothills of New. Mexico. 



TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 

491ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

COLUMBUS AND KING FERDINAND AND ISABELLA OF SPAIN. 1492. 

APRIL 15TH- FRIDAY 

9:00 am-- REVELY AND MARCHING MUSIC. PERFORMED BY THE MUSICAL ASSOCIATION OF 

SANTA FE/GRANADA SPAIN. 

12:00 noon--EDICT OF THE MAYOR OF SANTA FE SPAIN, FROM THE BALCONY OF CITY HALL, 

SANTA FE/GRANADA, ANNOUNCING THE COMMEMORATION OF THE 491ST ANNIVERSARY. 

12:30 pm-- INNAUGURATION OF THE CHANGES TO THE COLUMBUS MONUMENT. INNAUGURATION OF 

THE BUST OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS AT PINOS PUENTE. 

1:00 pm-- FESTIVAL. PERFORMANCES BY THE UNIVERSITY MUSICAL GROUPS OF GRANADA AT 

THE CITY HALL PLAZA. 

7:00 pm-- FIRST LECTURE. 'ANOTHER GRANADA MONUMENT OF COLUMBUS. LECTURE BY DR. DEMETRIO 

RAMOS PEREZ, PROFESSOR OF AMERICAN HISTORY, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID AND 

DIRECTOR OF THE COLUMBUS MUSEUM. 

PRESENTATION OF THE FACSIMILE OF THE COLUMBUS LETTER ANNOUNCING THE DISCOVERY 

OF THE NEW WORLD. 

8:00 pm-- RECEPTION FOR THE DIGNITARIES AND PEOPLES OF SANTA FE/GRANADA SPAIN HOSTED 

BY THE CITY OF SANTA FE NEW MEXICO. ' 

9:30 pm-- PRESENTATION OF DRAMA. MACAMA JONDA, OF J. HEREDRA MAYA AT THE PLAZA DE ESPANA. 



SATURDAY-APRIL 16TH 

9:00 am-- REVELY AND MARCHING MUSIC. PERFORMED BY THE MUSICAL ASSOCIATION OF SANTA 

FE/GRANADA SPAIN. 

11:30 am-- RECEPTION FOR THE DELEGATIONS AND AUTHORITIES AT CITY HALL, SANTA FE. 

12:00 rioon-- SOLEMN ACT OF THE FLAG RAISING OF THE UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. MUSIC 

PERFORMANCE OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEMS OF BOTH COUNTRIES PERFORMED BY THE . 

BAND OF THE INFANTRY REGIMENT #10 AND THE BAND OF THE NAVEL BASE AT ROTA. 

(TENTATIVE) 

PROCLAMATION OF COMMEMORATION OF THE ANNIVERSARY. HIS EXCELLENCY 

TERRANCE TODMAN, AMBASSADOR .OF THE UNITED STATES TO SPAIN. 

OFFERINGS AT THE CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS MONUMENT. 

1:00 pm-- THE INNAUGURATION OF THE EXPOSITIONS. EXPOSITION OF J. GAMARRA. EXPOSITION 

OF HISPANIC/AMERICAN MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. EXPOSITION ON THE TOURIST ASPECTS 

OF THE UNITED STATES. EXPOSITION OF STAMPS. STUDENT PROJECTS. 

2:00 pm-- RECEPTION. (GLASS OF WINE) OFFERED TO THE NEW MEXICO DELEGATION BY THE CITY 

GOVERNMENT OF SANTA FE, SPAIN. 

7:00 pm-- SECOND LECTURE. THE SPANISH INFLUENCES ON SANTA FE NEW MEXICO. LECTURE BY 

A. SAMUEL ADELO. 

8:30 pm-- VIEWING. THE DISCOVERY OF THE 20TH CENTURY. DOCUMENTARIES ON THE SPACE 

PROGRAMS OF THE UNITED STATES. ISABEL AND FERNANDO THEATRE. 

10:00 pm-- HISPANIC/AMERICAN MUSIC FESTIVAL. 

' . 

l 



SUNDAY APRIL 17TH 

9:00 am-- REVELY AND MARCHING MUSIC. PERFORMED BY THE MUSICAL ASSOCIATION OF 

SANTA FE/GRANADA SPAIN. 

10:00 am-- RECEPTION FOR THE DELEGATION AND AUTHORITIES AT CITY HALL, SANTA FE. 

11:00 am-- SOLEMN HIGH MASS AT THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION. SUNG BY THE 

GROUP OF GLORIA dEL ROCIO FRATERNITY. 

12:00 noon-- THE OFFICIAL SISTER . CITY CEREMONY,SANTA FE NEW MEXICO/SANTA FE SPAIN. 

1:00 pm-- FOLKLORIC DANCE EXHIBITION. 

2:00 pm-- RECEPTION. (GLASS OF WINE) OFFERED BY THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT OF GRANADA. 

7:00 pm-- CONCERT. SANTA FE PLAZA. PERFORMED BY THE MUNICIPAL BAND OF GRANADA. 

8:00 pm-- PIANO RECITAL. NORTH AMERICAN PIANIST. MANUEL dE FALLA AUDITORIUM. 

9:00 pm-- RECEPTION FOR THE DELEGATION AND AUTHORITIES OFFERED BY THE EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES IN SPAIN. AUDITORIUM. 

9:30 pm-- HISPANIC/AMERICAN MUSIC FESTIVAL. 
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by Mark Williams 
photography by C.J. D. Dallet 

Travel writers and historians have 
created a whirlwind of stock romantic 
phrases describing the splendors of 
Granada in Spain. Yet few of the mil
lions of visiting tourists realize that 
one of history's most important 
towns lies forgotten only six miles 
away. 

Santa Fe, the siege town of Ferdi
nand and Isabel, is marked solely by 
a signpost reading La Cuna de 
Hispanidad - the origin of the 
Hispanic world (literally, the cradle 
of "Spanishness"). 

Indeed it was. From here the 
Catholic monarchs ended the 781-
year struggle against Spanish Islam 
and sent Columbus forth on his voy
ages of discovery. 

Conquistadors who roamed 
America's Southwest only 50 years 
later surely remembered the role of 
this tiny Spanish town in opening a 
new historical era. Santa Fe, the holy 
faith, symbolized Christian deter
mination in the face of dangerous 
opposition. When Spaniards founded 
the northernmost capital of their 
New World empire in 1610, it was 
natural that they would again choose 
the name Santa Fe. Today the name 
hints at the vitality and continuity of 
Spanish culture, from a sleepy 
Andalusian pueblo to a United States 
state capital. 

One sweltering August day I 
decided to explore this forgotten 
Spanish town. The approach from 
the west passes through undulating 
farmland called the Vega, scene of 
heated battles for two centuries. 

8 Today it is a paradise of murmuring 
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fountains and luxuriant gardens, 
and most of Santa Fe's 12,000 resi
dents work at harvesting the grain 
and olives the Vega produces. 

Its history is even richer. Santa Fe 
did not exist in 1481, when, after 
centuries of sporadic warfare, the 
final stage of the Christian recon
quest began. 

Troops of Muley Hacen attacked 
the Andalusian village of Zahara, 
sparking a strong reaction. Luckily 
for Castile, the Islamic Kingdom of 
Granada was then marred by revolu-

lions and palace intrigues between 
supporters of Prince Boabdil and his 
uncle El Zagal to decide who would 
succeed Muley. The Spaniards cap· 
lured Boabdil in 1486 and enticed 
him with bribes into promising 
Granada's surrender once Zagal's 
territory fell. 

Spanish armies continued to 
chisel away at the kingdom, with 
victories at Malaga and Almeria, two· 
of Zagal's strongholds. In April 
1490, Ferdinand commanded 
Boabdil to hand over the capital as 

l'IJerta de Granada. one of ;OUT idenUcal gates marlcing the original limilS of the town of Sanla Fe. 



had been agreed. Pressured by 
Berber fanatics, the Moorish king 
balked, vowing to fight to the last 
man. Thus the stage was set for the 
final siege of Granada, and the 
foundation of Santa Fe. 

This curious town sits near the 
outskirts of Granada's urban sprawl 
and its drab, heat-hazed streets evoke 
few images of bygone glory. Upon 
reaching the main plaza, I scoured 
the area for the tourist office, a 
souvenir shop, a postcard vendor 
- anyone with some information. 

Carlos V. Until recently, heaps of 
these documents were scattered on 
the floor. 

As we left the archives, Juan 
recounted Santa Fe's meteoric t)is· 
tory. After Boabdil's refusal to sur
render, Ferdinand realized the dif · 
ficulties of taking Granada. To the 
east were the snow.capped summits 
of the Sierra Nevada. Massive walls 
and 1,500 towers faced the Vega. He· 
thus chose the tactic of blockade 
and marched into the Vega, burning 
crops and rolling the tide of destruc-

Santa Fe"s cathedral. built in 1773 on the site of the 15th century original, is not unlike the 
Cathedral of St. Francis in New Mexico '.s Santa Fe. ' 

But a policeman curtly explained, 
"Aqui, no hay nada" - There's 
nothing here. All the while he pointed 
toward Granada, certain he had a lost 
tourist on his hands. 

A bit bewildered by now, I searched 
for a local guide, but was driven out 
of the church by two cleaning worn· 
en, and ended up at the town hall. 
Here Juan Rodriguez, the town's 
resident archivist, offered his aid. 
We climbed a rickety staircase to a 
sunless cubicle where about 4,000 
historical documents are stored. 
Juan brushed away cobwebs from 
decrepit shelves strewn with papers, 
then showed me priceless letters 
from Queen Isabel and Emperor 

lion right up to the city gates. 
In April 1491, the Spaniards 

stopped this random pillage and 
camped seven miles from the city. 
When Queen Isabel joined the group, 
she vowed not to change her blouse 
until Granada fell. (legend has it that 
Ferdinand soon dissuaded her.) One 
night an accidental fire transformed 
the silk and canvas camp Into an 
immense oven. One of Isabel's maids 
had put a candle too close to a cur· 
lain, and flames raged from the 
queen's tent through the sleeping 
camp, burning it to the ground. 

To guard against similar disasters, 
Ferdinand decided to build a town. 
For three months combat ceased, as 

solid stone and mortar structures 
replaced fluttering pavilions. Flags 
of Castile and Aragon were hoisted 
above the sturdy towers. The soldiers 
wanted to name the town after the 
queen, but Isabel declined, choosing 
"Santa Fe" in token of Castile's un· 
shaken trust in divine providence. 
The jubilant Christians deemed it 
"the only city in Spain never con· _. 
laminated by Moslem heresy." 

Modeled after the old Roman town 
of Brivesca near Burgos, Santa Fe 
consists of two spacious avenues 
Intersecting in the center to form a 
cross, with majestic portals at each 
extremity. Three of the gates were 
restored in the 18th century, but only 
one ics not the original structure. 
This is surprising, since most of 
Santa Fe was destroyed by an earth· 
quake in 1806. 

Only a scattering of landmarks 
hint at the town's historically rich 
past. The original plaque marking its 
foundation adorns the south gate, 
and inscriptions on blocks of marble.
recording the roles of different 
Spanish cities in the siege, are placed 
at various points. The cathedral, 
built in 1773 on the site of the 15th
century original, contains several 
windows with Star of David mosaics 
embedded in the glass. This is 
curious, since in March 1492 
Ferdinand gave orders from this 
very spot expelling practicing Jews 
from Spain. 

In medieval fashion, Ferdinand 
avoided pitched battles during the 
siege. Fighting was often between 
two knights eager to show their gal· 
Jentry before the ladies of the court. 
The sculpture of a man's severed 
head rests atop the church, and the 
grisly story behind it reveals the 
romantic, feudal quality of the 
conquest. 

One day a corpulent Moorish 
knight named Tarfe rode up to 
Santa Fe and hurled his lance into 
the Christian camp. On it was an 
Insolent note addressed to Isabel. 
Furious at this affront, the Spaniard, 
Hernan del Pulgar, entered Granada 
that night, found the largest mosque 
and claimed it for the Virgin Mary. 
Then he nailed a banner proclaiming 
"Ave Maria" to the main door with 
his dagger and, mission accom· 
plished, galloped back to safety. 

Some days later, Tarfe rode indif· 
ferently to Santa Fe with the banner 
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tied to his horse's tail. Accepting the 
Moor's challenge, Garcilaso de la 
Vega dashed into the battlefield. On 
first contact lances cracked, and both 
knights were hurled to the ground. 
Tarfe raised his weapon, ready to 
plunge it into the Christian's throat, 
but Garcilaso knocked it from his 
hand. In the struggle Tarfe rolled 
over on his own dagger and died. 
The Spaniard cut off his head and 
proudly held it up for the thousands 
of viewers. 

By autumn 1491, the blockade 
had taken a high toll. Boabdil, 
always a realist , secretly negociated 
Granada's surrender. This under· 
current of diplomatic intrigue is 
often forgotten amidst the romantic 
pageantry of knights and ladies. On 
November 25, Boabdil signed the 
surrender pact, giving him 75 days 
to hand over the city. 

Calle Cristobal Colon - the street 
of Christopher Columbus - is the 
only reminder of the most famous 
witness to Islam's defeat at Santa Fe. 
After nine years in Portugal, Colum· 
bus arrived in Spain in 1485, where 
he met Father Juan Perez, former 
confessor of Queen Isabel. His first 
royal audience in Cordoba came at 
an inauspicious time, as the mon· 
archs were then immersed in the 
reconquest, and Columbus was 
ref erred to procrastinating councils. 
But his friends at the court helped 
soften the blows. For years Columbus 
was on the royal payroll , following 
the court through the conquest, 
even joining the fighting occa· 
sionally. 

The final capitulation of Granada 
came on January 2, 1492, and 
Columbus watched a procession of 
chanting soldiers file into the city. 
After 781 years, Moslem rule had 
ended, and in celebration the pope 
held a special bullfight in Rome. As 
a token gesture, Boabdil was given 
a tiny kingdom as a Castilian vassal 

_ID the Alpujarras mountains. (When 
' leaving his beloved city he wept, 
whereupon his mother, the Sultana 
Aixa, uttered: "You do well to weep 
as a woman for that which you could 
not defend as a man.") 

Certain that the conquest had freed 
his path, Columbus approached 
Ferdinand, but was again rejected. 
Giving up on Spain, he set off for 
Palos, where Juan Perez persuaded 

him to wait. The monk reached Santa 
Fe on muleback and begged the 
monarchs to reconsider. Columbus 
returned, and argued so persuasively 
that Isabel proclaimed, "I am ready 
to pawn my jewels to finance the 
expedition." But Columbus's extrav
agant demands of 20 percent of all 
profits from the voyage offended 
Ferdinand, who turned thumbs down 
once again. 

Columbus rode off, but a last
minute, tear-filled plea by Perez 
convinced the king. A rider caught 
Columbus at Puente de Pines on a 
hill overlooking Santa Fe, bidding 
him to make a final return. A solitary 
ivy-covered wall near the cathedral 
marks the house where on April 17, 
1492, the pact was sealed opening 
an empire that would pale the 
splendors of Granada. 

Boabdil reigned for a short time in 
his mountain retreat, then fled to 
Morocco. Columbus was off to plan 
his epic journey. Ferdinand and 
Isabel left Santa Fe for Aragon in 
June 1492 and never returned. The 
town's glory gradually faded. The 
siege was over. 

On leaving Santa Fe, I glanced 
back at this dusty, prosaic town. Here 
is a place to ponder time's cruel 
verdicts. Santa Fe, Spain, witnessed 

• • ' I six of history s most important · 
months, marking the end of Islam in 
Europe and the opening of the 400· 
year Spanish Empire in America. It 
is now only a forgotten curiosity. . . -y 
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