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I waftt to thaNc yau for .,.,, warm .., 111ton of 
frlendlhlp and ca1airn. I am certain that, If not f• 
the pt'V)WI and good wllhet of 10 mmty wanderfuf 
.,...., the road to NCONI")' would have been a lot 
longer and a lot more dlffleult. 

Wlthhem1felt....., 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 20, 1981 

Please do appropriate letters 
to Dr. Stone and send acknow­
ledgement to those cards tha 
include addresses. f 
Thank you. 

Allen Locke 



TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 25, 1981 

Bob Anderson 

Pat Gleason 

Please arrange to send Dr. Stone 
a P-21J"and enclosed cards C-6s. 

Thank you! 



Mr. Allen Locke 
Executive Secretary 
The White House 

THANI<S 
•GIVING 
SQUARE 

April 7, 1981 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Locke, 

Following the assassination attempt last week cards were 
made available here at Thanks-Giving Square to visitors 
who would wish to express words of hope and concern to 
those injured. Enclosed please find these cards, which 
we hope can be forwarded to the President. 

Thanks-Giving Square is a center for praise and gratitude 
in the heart of downtown Dallas. It is owned and maintained 
by the Thanks-Giving Square Foundation, a private inter~faith 
religious foundation. We have included a sample brochure 
so that you might gain a clearer understanding of the place 
and its purposes. 

We join with all other Americans in offering the White 
House staff our sincere thanks for your courage and energy 
in fulfilling the responsibilities of the Executive Office, 
especially at this time of concern. We wish you good 
fortune in your future efforts. 

Sincerely, . 
/ 

TH~NJ<S=-1-~ING -~~RE FO:Ui<fDATION 

/ ,,J, / / =~~ -~ 
Dr. Ref'lph--~ Stone 1 
Executive Director 

P.0.BOX 1777 • DALLAS,TEXAS7522 1 • AREACODE2 14 65 1-1 777 
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The Chapel oi Tlmlbgiwillg 

' P;sPIRJT 
Thanksgiving is the ancient wellspring of strength and happiness 

shared by people in all ages and in all continents. Gratitude is our deepest 
personal response to God's gift of life. It is at the bean of what it means 

.... 

to be alive. . 

F: PLACE 
Thanksgiving Square honors universal Thanksgiving and 

becomes a happy crossroads for the peoples of the world. 
The inscription, "Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart," invites us into the Chapel Garden, a 
quiet place of sacred meaning and dignity for each 
individual. The trees, grass and the sound of 
rushing water shut off the confusion of 
mffic-reminding us that' God loves us­
~ :at the:: bean of a city. The 
H2ll of Thmksgiving gathers the 
aarions and traditions of mankind's 
thmbgivings co slim: chc::m with 
tbc wodd md inspUc new 
tboughlS md am of thanksgiving 
- ~Psalms of our own time." 

symbolizing our oldest tramtion • ~ 
Children represent four of America's many 

Thanksgiving traditions - the Pilgrim, the Latin,. 
Black, and the native American. 

marble aggregate is 5ICCll z _. ~ - • 
- the infinite uprach ot me ~ 



6 EBRATION 

At Thanks-Giving Square the great Bells of Thanksgiving invite the world to 
give thanks to God. Gratitude is the root of all religions and its ancient truths from 
the Psalms are inscribed on the three bells-

GOD LOVES US "0 Give Thanks Unto the Lord for He is Good" Psa/,,, 136 

WE LOVE GOD "Let Every Thing That Hath Breath P~aise the Lord" PJlll. "' 

SER VE GOD SINGING "O Sing Unto the Lord a New Song" Psalm 98 

• .. 
• • 

Binhcyc - lhc mes. bumins. 
grass and cowt5 ol lhc Clap::I G3rdcn 
surround lhc Clap::I ol11mlbgmng. 

. 
• .. . 

• • . \~ 
?I:' l 

,,.,·'!~ ... ,..r-#. . . ... ··" 
·.i 

• • • 

Children - all ages find ddight in 

W2Ia and natuK as the gifts of God -

pace u the ban of a cicy. 

Pealing of lhc • ~-~­
Bells at the Dcdiariam 
Thanksgiving Suo.bJ. 
declared che dcq> 01• •• +r 

of mankind, 
"Thanksgiving unila 

People - ,ar___. 
events of pa&c 
wich daily C1._t 

chc cmta-<ily. 



'EANKSGIVING 
THE STORY OF THE AMERICAN SPIRIT -

NATIONAL THANKSGIVING COMMISSION 

Prayers of humility and gratitude to the Creator for centuries by tribes 
and settlements all across this continent, resulted in the First National 
Thanksgiving in 1777 becoming our most beloved tradition. The Thanksgiving 
traditions of the world have come to flower in America. 

The National Thanksgiving Commission is dedicated to rekindle the flame 
of this ancient heritage. 

At Valley Forge the National 
Thanksgiving Commission was officially 
instituted on the exact 200th birthday of 
the First National Thanksgiving, 
December 18, 17n, where George 
Washington's anny celebrated it with 
divine services in che bitter winter. 

The "Living Tradition" of the 
signing of the Presidential Thanksgiving 
Prodamacion was filmed in color for the first 
rime by the Foundation with President Ford 
in 1974 csablishing "The Presidential 
Collection." 

The original document of the First 
N:ationaJ Th:anbgiving written in 1777 by 
Sam Adams, "The Father of the Revolution," 
was dispbyN fO£ che first time in America 
in the Hall of Thanksgiving (on loan from 
the National Archives.) 

Echoing the Continental 
Congress, the President's Thanksgiving 
Proclamation and the Congress' joint 
Resolution celebrate the 200th National 
Thanksgiving reflecting Foundation 
research. 

York, Pennsylvania 
shows one of the Foundation's 
historical markers where the 
Continental Congress 
proclaimed the First National 
Thanksgiving. 

Enshrined in the Hall of Thanksgiving is the "SlOl'T ol the Amcrian spirit..~ 
Washington's sacrificial Thanksgiving at V:alley Forge :and "Thc PR:sidcnli:al 
Collection' '. of America's Thanksgiving Procbnwioos.. 



~ANKSGIVING UNITES PEOPLE-

..J.. ~~NTER FOR WORl.D TIIANKSGWING 

To bring people togttha in paisc md rhmbgiving at any place or time, 
the Center has elected worldwide Fdlows from mmy places who pioneer new 
frontiers of gratitude in rdigic:m. bislon'. at. scic:occ and everyday life - a 
reawakening of gratitude to our Claim pmpk of all religions in all 
continents - celebrating our gift -_ wgaha-

& ck t:m..I Sa0mn in 197'.) the Meditation 

United Nations Din:croc and l)qisw­

Undersecretary General, Dr. Robert G 
a Fellow of the Center for World Timq,_~ 
Thanks-Giving Square. 

iar "'lwumio11al Ihy of 
r--wla••• :asisancc. Shown 

Lauoulinary 
C eh 

"Dir Ge u1jj,oo of 

~ -Tbanbgmng 

- ~ 
_..miadoo •·1 na, in 1976 
,.., •• d~ 

.-- g - ' I 

ap ••iwc:sofworld 
a:liigiim5-Hiodo 
B '11.ip,Jcwisb, Christian 
md Moskm in a spirit of 
anily in Thanksgiving. 

The Institution 
of the National 
Thanksgiving 
Commission at 
Valley Forge in the 
Washington Memorial 
Chapel, concluded with 
a benediction by Jewish, 
Christian and Islamic 
representatives, 
symbolizing 
mankind's oneness in 
gmirudc to God. 

Liberian Ambassador Francis A. Dennis, at 
the gate of the Chapel Garden, represents a naticin 
who with Japan, Switzerland and Canada also have 
official Thanksgiving Days each year. 



NATIONAL 
THANKSGWING 
COMMISSION 
is dedicated to rekindle this :ancient flame of 
Thanksgiving in America. The Honorary 
President is Gerald R. Ford :and the Honorary 
Vice President is Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson. 
National Trustees across Ameria rqm:scnt 
many cultures. The National Thmbgiving 
Committee is composed of ladas of rdigious 
denominations. 

'Thi: National Thanksgiving Commission 
is headquartered at Thanks-Giving Sqmn: in 
Dallas. Here in 1861 communicv Tbmbgi-ring 
celebrations started and by 1961 tbac cmagol 
a vision to create a Center for World Tbanb­
giving. The development of ThmbgiYing is 
funded through Thanks-Giving Sqmrc 
Foundation by gifts from individmls. 
foundations and corporations to this 
non-profit, tax deductible orgmizarion. We 
will be grateful for your help. 

Some publications by the Foundarion on 
world and national Thanksgiving appor _ 

With gratitude to many, spa:ial mention isgnm ID The 
National Archives; United Nations Mediation Group: Philip 
Johnson; John Huccon; Gabriel l.oirc;John F. llmd;Jobn 
Roger.; and Ralph Scone. 

This publication is made possible by a grant from the 
Dresser Foundation, Inc. 

<4ryright 1978 Thanks-Giving Squa,,. Foundatim 

NATIONAL 1HANKSGIVING COMMISSION 
Pose Office Box 1777 
Dallas, Texas n 221 
214/6~1-1777 



MEMO 

DATE: April 27, 2009 

FROM: Diane Barrie 

RE: Alpha File, Thanksgiving Square 

TO: The File 

This correspondence included 83 notes referred to in the letter from Ralph Stone. We 
have sampled and retained 8 of these notes. 

Ronald Reagan Library & Museum 
40 Presidential Drive - Simi Valley, CA 93065 

800 - 410-8354 
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at this time of special concern 
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Words of hope 

at this time of special concern 
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Words of hape 

at this time of special concern 
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Words of hope 
at this time of special concern 
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July 6, 1983 

Dear Mr. Stewart: 

on behalf of the President, I wish to acknowledge and thank you for 
your message, which was forwarded to me by the Vice President, in­
viting the President to sign the annual Thanksgiving Procl.Amation 
in Dallas at Thanks-Giving Square. 

~!though careful consideration has been given to this request, in 
vfew of the heavy schedule to which the President is committed 
through the coming weeks and months and added demands which.~e 
anticipated because of pending matters, it will not be possible to 
add this request to the President's calendar. 

The President regrets me having to send you this reply, but asked 
that I extend to you and all those in whose behalf you wrote his 
warm best wishes. 

~ P.eter __ $tewart 
President - ~ -----

hanks-Giving Square 
rc~i n5x I 1 17 
TX 75221 

Sincerely, 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR. 
Director, Presidential 
Appointments and Scheduling 

,, 

I 
' 



Kathy: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 7, 1984 

\\Te thought this Thanksgiving Square sounded familiar 
so we did a li tt digging. We foun the attached 
cnrrespondence in an's office and Central Files. 
Additionally, Ryan staffed it out already to 
McManus who suggest be reg~etted. 
Margaret suggested w it back your way for 
safe keeping! 

Thanks, Kathy. 

J u.l i.-·:::.-:i..----------: 

i ··---~ 
. . (; ! . . / 
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JULIE BRINK 
Office of Margaret D. Tutwiler 
456·7620 

·---
!19, .1984 
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:MISSION 

hnson 

President signing the 
st at the one place 

1g of America" creates 
ique symbolic place. 
;giving Proclamation 
radition, this can be 
the center of Dal las, 

~sgi v ing Proc 1 ama t ions 

ind signing the annual 
; in the universally 
,n, the real relation 

~a is sound. To our 
1g of a Thanksgiving 
ind yet the act would 
ople abroad. It would 

iotic event six blocks 
a 1 1 Texans and deep 1 y 
furface approaches aid 
' 

ving Square are: Ed 
fker and Herbert Hunt; 
" James M. C.O 1 1 ins ; Ben 
Green; Eric Jonsson; 
s V. Prothro and many 

Anne helped create Thanks-Giving Square originally and gain President 
Ford's support on a number of irrportant occasions. 'llle Vice President has 
been contacted on this matter and has reacted favorably. 

Sincerely, 



Dear Linda, 

THANI<S 
• GIVING 
SQUARE 

O:;tober 25, 1985 

Told your Mother and Dad about your sweet letter and the success 
of the presentation Monday. 

I understand Mrs. Reagan will send out 200 copies of the official 
picture chiefly to Dallas people and we are certainly grateful 
for this. 

You are sweet to take an interest in Thanks-Giving Square. 

Miss Linda Faulkner 
Social Off ice 
East Wing 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

PS: pc 
att. 

Very sincerely, 

P.O. Box 1777 o DALLAS, TEXAS 75221 [at Bryan, -- • • ...,. _.,, ,..__,I I 



Mrs. Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Reagan, 

THANI<S 
CJ GIVING 
SQUARE 

October 25, 1985 

Your gracious words in presenting the American gift to the 
Secretary-C..eneral at t.~e United Nations are especially 
appreciated by the donors of "The Golden Rule" the Thanks-Giving 
Square Foundation. 

In America, 'We take for granted being a people "united in prayer" 
for two hundred years with our ancient Thanksgiving tradition. 

But, you gave the final world insight of Noman Rockwell's vision 
of the future: 

"the peoples of the world, 

all races and creeds united together in prayer" 

This is the new great hope - a healing of the human spirit 
worldwide. 

It will inspire future generations as they daily pass by this 
gift of the American people. 

Our heartfelt thanks. 

The Directors of Thanks-Giving Square Foundation 

i~Lfai~~~~~ 
John M. Sterrrrons 

P.O. Box 1777 o DALLAS, TEXAS 75221 [at Bryan, Pacific & Ervay] o 2141969-1977 



February 19, 1986 

Dear Peter: 

Thanks for your letter of February 4, 1986 concerning "The 
"Golden Rule" mosaic at the United Nations. 

I have ordered copies of the photographs taken at that event 
and will send them to you as soon as they are processed. 
Also, a letter from the First Lady will be sent with the 
photographs that may be distributed to the contributors. 

It was great to be in Dallas this past week, I just wish my 
schedule had not been so hectic, I would have enjoyed 
visiting you. 

Please continue with your fine work and let me know if there 
is anything I can do for you in the future. 

Mr. Peter Stewart 
Presiden~~~~---

~I}J<. _s 9.~ '! ~ n g: .. S S:\1 ill'~e ., • 
Post, Office Box 1777 
Dalla , Texas 75221 

/ 

Kenneth a run 
Director bf Projects and Policy 

Offic~ of the First Lady 
I 


