Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This iIs a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Office of the Executive Residence:
Usher’s Office: Records, 1981-1989
Folder Title: Redecoration [1978-1981]
Box: 3

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.qgov/



https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/

WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name USHER OFFICE, WHITE HOUSE Withdrawer
JSM 4/23/2019
File Folder REDECORATION FOIA
F16-0002/01
Box Number 3 BARKER
13
DOC Doc Type Document Description No of Doc Date Restrictions
NO Pages
1 MEMO SCOUTEN TO SNOW (SS#) 1 12/22/1978 B6

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



- - N Y frae .

RFOREY- Py 2 DA y aos

e ¥ SRS o e bl X i 4 : 7 P Aol el
; PR L = iy 2 p S i B A SR o S e ol
e ‘ ' 2

ﬂ*W“E‘ “@JSE B

SEFF/pneTrE

L/y%a\) .TEM£ : %Q!Q — [1Sor) JASPL SAmA)

?:’fi"ée, o8

et T
T RD

?&)H%teﬁw_m

Bemectne & FiLS
‘SAVO £ SATIN SE 2(5{33{@

D ER—

e ~CotoR . SRENAT - z(o
60@ T“f\iﬁo TCR -___..__b

Jolpee= M_”_wmuwwéffws i
iRy Smlmﬁ sATIN SERIES  3240.00

‘”“”“\f;: I L B [ COLOI& = {\AORUORR" 09_..__.__
i

L DT RUFfLes e
/ K LIKEI\}‘ Ww ERAND FARRIC
EASTING OREO  OGRENAT 26 STR(Pe

Peo 0 Greteo o & BT -
\[\/\/O’[LDOQE‘ c‘)c(

SEE T g S e S SRR i T B TR R e A~ 5 T

A B P e NN A O | e 3T Iy



D ,
CoORRADO S

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

P__éé_@_, AN\\/‘S Reo, A3
YDeE. OF DRAPERYE Bep 4 Pillows.

TA- 657/ hB MATH FloURED ChiNTZ~ 50

B. 5,54,‘(/884-— ALBI PLAM) CHINTZ - Sov
6.6956‘2/2(93 ~ALBt Prad Cuyute it |

FINOPELY Shme For. BEPRso A ,&, SITTING Roosn. »

NDCE. OF DAY BED O PHOLSTZRY

A 6924701 ESSEX BlGORED <480
TEXTURE ~ TO RE  REUERSE

" :):E?F/RNME{TE'S Roorne (ALSo

CLORNICE BoaRoSEDUST RUFRLE = -
A. 234p.00 CRENAT 2.6 (DEEP RED)
. 3%40.00 MORDaRé o (ol D)

. 5miLey TR - # 8032 STYLE -cotor. 8-

l et )




7~ ‘ . —
21 ;;’?,--:..'..--Q,." bL e
T I‘
‘\L,‘ o f- ..‘ 4,-\ ('a_,,,-‘h i y,;t ) 3 3 L}'

e
/2w shaiine, — 324
v
/

s (.-ﬁ.
@ {’)ui J‘ P’LJ\\}L;-}’Q E 4
1o . A
Dok "}f.‘:i A a‘\—‘-’*\‘ 54‘2 //’\“/M.(r w?—.-j G./\ﬁk_.—

B4 Q\
(sl qm. e J

\/@Oj”‘ C."‘{ v W)J)’LCA/—.VJ’—.\J VUZ(,QLL}W d’r -+
320 Ba-rd o S :

/@ q (-U/L(/'./k) z”t'l./@:\t’cffy [‘/,t/vv:t&"a “').w A, -
2N Al ! wefatatg Co changc
/C)/ L)\-ulw Cl/wa,a At ehengs
w{zk,(r& "\,C/L‘ ‘ICL&.-M wk 45'.,(/.’}?‘5" .A);tm
‘ \_ Zrad

)




——

DaRT SHoP (Timmy )

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

NEED:!

(D WMLPAPER Y DGE. ToR BATH
(D AN S TREDROO/A -

(
@ WALLPACLL YDGE. FoR AMY S
SITTING Roo/As.

S e

9 WAL APER. YDee, FoR BATH |

IN 226 .

PnNT COLORS -

AMM 'S BDRM - WALLS -

AIM'S BATH - WeoDwoRc..
P 7S STITING @t - WooDwogy
AMMS S TTING R BAY -WoopworK .

SRR el L S




e

WD ke oTe:  Pops To Be
\1 SET INSIDE | i
: W/n Mod D) - s
/HITE HOUSE = 1’?‘{‘?
_ WASHINGTON NeTE! BED ‘gi {
ot - ; / ot DRMGQ.Y WF

‘VW‘ To BE

e o g P s Sae - E—— o

N

h Sfme -

4
Aehien
Poce p

LG~
CHINTZ=

8 SRS op B BT SR S e e

S SRS B - 1) i S e et

_Roffes
CMTTACHED §




e e e v | e Y et

e gy v

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON




e v — i o ———

g / THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

}P(LLM eeﬂw«@ 75p. Bep

Ruows
Mte7s,

IR | P




e e e g St e e ¢ i e et et = P e

e S e~ e 5 48 - e

e

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

o BED

7 Pl SHAMS-

PiLtowwS




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

éfjﬂmg Poom, .

BILD O mers our— | | o
IS WM CRePLACe | . :
1V se SeEreco — ]




Lot

S

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON




S M?

/Cﬁmyé{ @U@ %;/g,sgz

ardd nn ¢



December 20, 1978

Memorandum for: Robert Smow, SAIC-TSD

From: Rex Scouten

Subject: Tunnel Area outside Residence @

m——

An opportunity exists to resurfad# subject area during the
First Family's absence December 26- Dec. 31.

We regret the late submission for clearance but we have
had some contractural problem,

The following employees of B & B Floor Company will arrive
East Gate 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, December 26. They will have a
vehicle for their supplies and materials which can be parked in the
East Tradesmen's area:

NITZ, David Charles

NITZ, Robert Earl Jr.

NITZ, Robert Earl Sr.
DANIELS, George Edward Jr.

( Completed SSF1888's attached)

The exact work schedule will depend on the drying time of the new
floor materials. However, all of the contractor's activities will be
accomplished during normal working hours.

There will be periods of time, empecially at night, when no
traffic is permitted on the floor. N ormal traffic may resume on
Saturday, December 30,

Thank you.
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Third Floor Hall, Solarium and Billiard Rooms

GREEF
3rd floor arm chairs

GREEF
3rd floor sofas

GREEF
3rd floor club chairs

CHAL-Art Crafts
6 chairs, 2 brass tables

Associated Products
kitchenette tile

SEAHQO
Hardware

SEAHCO
Hardware

Odenheimer & Baker

Driwood
Billiard Room

Shiver
Billiard Room

Tile (shipping) Petty Cash

W. T. Galliher (Lumber)
(Shutter Hardware)

Dart (Home Store
Shutters

Sherman Williams (Paint)
Billiard Room

Odenheimer & Baker
(Solarium Drapery)

$102,06

455,45

429,45

933.00

913,50

110,00

19.78

163, 92

174,00

143.41

27.29

22,90

227,00

32.70

361,08



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Capital Asam
(Wall paper liner)

Donohue & Travis
Wall bracket

Duron Paints
Billiard Room Paint

Virginia Stripper
(Paint Remover Chairs)

Kiessling-Hess
s Scotchgard

Southeast Wholesale Furniture
invoice #22087 - furniture

Donohue & Travis
Wall brackets - table

W. T. Gallagher
Lumber

Southeast Wholesalers Co.
Air freight for wall covering

Federal Express
ship furniture

Norman Rothman Associates
carpets

Emery Air Freight
(wall frabrics shipping)

SeaBrook Wall Coverings
kitchenette & Billiard Room

Q. 17/, 7§

$292.46

69.00

61.50

228,00

61,00

756,00

1,002, 55

242,41

39.11

69.08

$5, 215, 15

$24,27

$1,111, 25



MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
3

Georgia Lighting Supply $1,575, 63

Lamps & overhead lights
(Lightolier)

SouthEast Wholesale Furniture $283,00
Bowls, containers, etc.

SouthEast Wholesale Furniture 27,56
Shipping charges

Wayne Dean 858,98
Travel & Subsistance

Read Plastic 66.56
Case piece

Maislen Transport 27.29
Shipping

84 Lumber 17. 30
Shutters

Custom Plastics 34,95
Cabinet Doors

Driwood Moulding 15, 29
Shipping

House of THEBAUT 57.00

( Lamp Shades)

T 7N DB, b ¢
Its FAGE e TAL P [A RS
)



Donahue & Travis 112.00
Blue & White Plates

Southeast Wholesale Furniture 25,00
2 Fern Pots

Southeast Wholesale Furniture 210,00
Lamp Table

Southeast Wholesale Furniture 72,00
Sofa Table

Southeast Wholesale Furniture 23,61

Shipping Charges

Donohue & Travis 78.20
Lucite Bracket

Southeast Wholesale - adjusted payment on 290,
campaign sofa table. Original misquote
invoice 23668

SeaBrook wallcovering 93.60
Billiard Bath wallcovering

Seabrook wallcoverings 698.00

Solarium Ramp walls
Seabrook wallcoverings 37.16
Shipping Ramp wallcovering



Corrados Total $417.

Recover (2) 3rd floor chairs

Fabricate (12) throw pillows

Make & install sheer curtains
Solarium & outside door

Corrados Total $2,502, 50

Make & install Solarium curtains

Remake & recover 2 sofas

Remake & recover 2 louange chairs
2 ottomanns

Recover (8) cushions

Make (6) new cushions (Rush chairs)

Corrados Total $1, 760, 00

Refurbish & recover 2 chairs
Refurbish & recover 2 sofas
Refurbish & recover 3 lounge chairs
Refurbish & recover 1 lounge chair

Odenheimer & Baker Total $320, 90

Solarium chairs & ottoman

Georgia Lighting Supply Co.
(Dolphin Lamp) Total $129. 50

Georgia Lighting Supply Co.

(Freight on electrical supplies)
Total $54. 81

Odenheimer & Baker

Material for sofas Solarium
Total $479.93

Capital Billard Supply

Total $110, 00
Recover Billiard Table

80.00
222,00
115,00

675,00
700. 00
682,50

220,00
225,00

230,00
780,00
555,00
195,00



2
Emery Air Freight
Billiard Bathroom Wallpaper 29,26
Dana Corporation 1,707, 30

Carpet installation
Solarium, Billiard Room, Ramp

Corrados

Fringe for Solarium curtains 281, 30
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 10, 1978

The Honorable Paul G. Rogers
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congressman Rogers:

Frank Moore has forwarded your recent letter to him and
the letter which your constituent, Mrs. Charles Wilson, wrote
to you about redecorating in the White House.

Mrs. Wilson will be pleased to know that her concept of
a camittee appointed to oversee any changes in furnishings
and decorations in the public rooms on the ground floor and
first floor of the White House is one that is shared.
President Johnson, by Executive Order on March 7, 1964,
established the Comnittee for the Preservation of the White
House and set forth its responsibilities. This Committee is
chaired by the Director of the National Park Service and is
composed of the Curator of the White House, the Secretary of
the Smithsonian Institution, the Chairman of the Commission
of Fine Arts, the Director of the National Gallery of Art,
the Chief Usher of the White House, and members of the public,
appointed by the President. We are enclosing a list of
President Carter's appointees to this Committee, and we feel
sure that Mrs. Wilson will agree that all members are, as she
hoped, "interested and knowledgeable people."

The Committee is responsible for reporting to the President
and advising the Director of the National Park Service regarding
White House preservation and interpretation of the museum character
of the public rooms on the ground and first floor. The Committee's
recommendations include those concerning articles of furniture,
fixtures, and decorative objects and the decor and arrangements
best suited to enhancing the historic and artistic values of the
White House. The Committee is responsible for cooperating with
the White House Historical Association.

The second and third floors of the White House are known
as the family living quarters. Decorating this area is com-
pletely the prerogative of the family in residence, and costs



for changes now being made are paid for fraom funds appropriated
for the operation, maintenance, and preservation of the

White House. Mrs. Wilson may be interested in knowing that the
rooms presently being redecorated are used frequently by the
First Family and were last refurbished in 1973.

Thank you for providing the opportunity to address your
constituent's concern. If this office can be of assistance
in the future, please call on me.

Sincerely,

ef‘ko iLC{O- 6—’5&

Rhonda Bush
Director of Correspondence
For Mrs. Carter
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March 22, 1978

Wayne:

Couldn't catch you on the phone so will drop you a
line.

Wall covering has been installed in study and hallway,
Very well received. Susan's office will be done Tuesday and
Wednesday. She has picked out a new color for woodwork which
GSA will apply.

Will put in matching carpet (as Study) for Susan's office
and hallway on Monday, April 3.

Mrs., Carter feels your arrival on the evening of
April 5 is fine,

Best wishes to Mary and will see you shortly.

Sincerely,

Rex Scouten
Chief Usher

Mr., Wayne Dean
Rembert House

323 West Church Street
Americus, Georgia



March 24, 1978

Dear Mr. Manning:

Thank you so very much for your
interest in the White House and for your
suggestion concerning wall covering.

I have discussed the matter with
Mrs, Carter and will be back in touch with
you shortly,

Sincerely,

Wiweo K3.




— 7%(,27 /27
%M”‘/ﬁ go o % A)w %
ﬁmqm\, o STPNE AW 74 Steet 7
447'&0»1*— LA Rwin //éo /*‘?75#7///%
Mﬂ/jjda e e SR & bl
m/”«,( Wmsﬁ/m{ﬂ

/%41i AZ#&( 07' e
Jﬂé,/% pe /M%

e At /«/»@«

J,ZMJ e G oo &4’;)
Bt G,

W D . fPlass "'7)
f/éfs‘ yoryy, 74« 56(/'((/¢/Z’)c,
F795~ Atitfeo Mot
/ﬂjwe./// sa .
Bo075
Heeoe Lo — §92 Y033 ﬁw
P22 4643 “tup.



\A\Q&b ww aw Belic Je (e

F7IS~ dfleo A
&\m \\ e &A\&\Q

SPECIAL
/ DELIVERY

Boo7S

)

e

{ WHITE HOm am—

I\wvzh. t\:.._lh. *.AOSMFM rrhbmccz 5 MA

| A‘chw
WAashin |T..,UL\ DbD.c. |1 i da -
A wmﬂm

205 mwﬁgﬁg

sy 2 2—

,... - 1 /.-nf(' - 3
¢ i B, e
5 A MAR29'78 (\ b~

\



=4 ™

LIVING ROOM
- DINING ROOM
BED ROOM

fodeearabo

CORRADOS’' INC.
Fine Furniture

3421 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008

EMERSON 2.5545

October 5, 1979

The White House Mansion

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D, C, 20500 ATTENTION: Mr., Rex Scouten
Chief Usher

ESTIMATE

AMY'S BEDROOM & SITTING ROOM: TWO (2) WINDOWS:

TO3

GUEST ROOM #3241

INTERIOR DESIGNERS

Make and Install Lined Draperies, To Traverse,
With Fabric as Furnished, With Tie-Backs and

Ruffles:
All Complete: $

Make and Install One (1) Coverlet, Lined with
Sateen, also supported with Poly=Dacron, Top
With Blue Bows per design, Also to make One
(1) Double Tier Dust Ruffle - Top Sateen:

All Completes

Make Two (2) Pillow-Shams, with Casing and
50/50 Down, Also, Three (3) Pillows 12x12"
Same Contents, and Two (2) additional Pillow-
Shams, same, all to be covered in fabric as
specified and finished with Ruffles:

All Complete:

Make Two (2) Bolsters 12"x8" Dia, Poly Foam,
with fabric as specified, With Band and
Ruffles:

All Complete:

Make and Install Lined Draperies for One (1)

Tester Bed, With Canopy-Sunburst Inside, Six

Portiers, Lined, All draperies & Portiers to

be Ruffle and with Tie-Backs, All with Fabric
to be furnished and as specified:

All Completes

Refurbish and Recover One (1) Day-Bed consist-
ing of Boxspring & Mattress with Bolsters in
Fabric as specified,

All Complete:

Refurbish and Recover Two (2) Loose Cushion
Arm-Less Chairs with Material On Hand:
All Complete:

FLOOR COVERINGS
ACCESSORIES
LAMPS

625,00

687,00

369.00

81,50

978.75

425,00

350,00

ESTABLISHED 1917
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LIVING ROOM ' ‘ FLOOR COVERINGS

DINING ROOM ACCESSORIES
BED ROOM LAMPS

CORRADOS' INC.
FGine Furniture

3421 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008

EMERSON 2.5545
October 5, 1979
The White House Mansion
"Continued" ATTENTION: Mr, Rex Scouten
Chief Usher

ESTIMATE s

JEFFS & ANNETTE'S BEDROOM: FOUR WINDOWS:

TO: Amend, Change and Add to the Original
Contract: Remove the present fabric on
Four (4) Valances recover in Nile Bleu
Finished with Band, Welt and Fringe as
Supplied, Also to apply by hand sewing
Band and Fringe on the Draperies:
All Complete: $ 755,00

Make and Install One (1) Lined Dust

Ruffle for 4/6 Bed, with fabric on hand,

and finished with band,

All Complete: 236,25

FLCj2acc President:
Enclosure (1)

INTERIOR DESIGNERS ESTABLISHED 1917



LIVING ' ROOM
. DINING ROOM
BED ROOM

The White Residence:
Material yardage Required:

Brunschwig & Fils-#14094,00
Color #18541-Nil Bleu:

Brunschwig & Fils #3340,00

Color #26 Grenat 14
Brunschwig & Fils #3340,00

Color #9 Mordore 8
Gene Smiley #8049 Color #8 44
Gene Smiley #8032 Color #8 44

Please note 2 colors specified
Brunschwig & Fils #263 Melon 36
Brunschwig & Fils #884 Toast 8
Brunschwig & Fils #642 Blue 8
Brunschwig & Fils #642 Blue 14

" " #887 Toast 10
" "  #263 Melon 8
" " #263 Melon 8
" " #642 Blue 7
" " ##887 Toast 9
= " #263 Melon 29
" " #884 Toast 30
" " #642 Blue 30
il " #69247,01
Turquoise (Reversible) 16

Greeff, Inc, #55720
Persian Blue on Yellow:

CORRADOS’

FLOOR COVERINGS
ACCESSORIES
LAMPS

INC.

Fine Furniture

3421 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008

EMERSON 2.5545

Fabric On Hand:

Yards Dust Ruffle Jeff & Annette'S Room:
Yards Draperies, Valance

Dust Ruffle Jeff & Annette's Room:
Yards Draperies, Valances

Dust Ruffle Jeff & Annette's Room:
Yards
which Number is correct:
yards Draperies Amy's Bedroom & Sitting,
yards Draperies Amy's Bedroom & Sitting,
yards Darperies Amy's Bedroom & Sitting,
yards Dust Ruffle, Welt

and Bows Amy's Bedroom
yards Dust Ruffle Amy's Bedroom
yards Coverlet Amy's Bedroom
Yards Pillows-Tops, Welt

Ruffle Amy's Bedroom
Yards Pillows-Tops, Welt,

Band & Ruffle Amy's Bedroom
Yards Pillows-Tops, Welt

& Ruffle Amy's Bedroom
yards Back-Drop, Inside

0f Tester Bed Amy's Bedroom
Yards Drapery Panels for

Bed & Ruffle Amy's Bedroom
Yards Drapery Panels for

Bed & Ruffle Amy's Bedroom
Yards Day Bed Sitting Room

Fabric On Hand

RECAPITULATION OF BRUNSCHWIG & FILS FABRICS MELON,

#263 MELON
#884 TOAST
#642 BLUE

INTERIOR DESIGNERS

October 5, 1979

Dust Ruffle Jeff & Annette's Rooms

Draperies, Valance

Recover Two (2)
Armless Chairs Guest Room #324
TOAST & BLUE:

EIGHTY-ONE (81 YARDS)

FIFTY-SEVEN (57 YARDS)

FIFTY-NINE (59 YARDS)

ESTABLISHED 1917



April 16, 1980

Mrs. Carter,

Wayne Dean will return to the White House
at 3:30 p.m., Sunday April 20 and will remain
overnight. On Monday we will complete Amy's

bedroom.

Rex Scouten
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April 11, 1980

Mrs. Carter,

We hope to complete Amy's Sitt Room Renovation (carpentry,
painting, ete.) by Wednesday, April 16,

Wayne Dean will arrive Ucdno’od:z afternoon (he expects to
::;yrix;g) and the new furnishings will be installed on Thursday
y.

I would suggest that Amy's present bed be moved to her Sitting
Room, This will allow us to :eg::lnc her bedroom which will take
three days. One more day will required to install the new
bedroom furnis s. Hopefully, she could be back in her bedroom
by Friday, April 25.

Does this meet with your approval?

Rex Scouten

cec: Madeline MacBean
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November 13, 1980

Dear whynca

I do want to thank you for the time, talent and effort
you 80 generously gave tewards the improvement of the
White House, Mrs, Carter, I know, would join me in
expressing her grateful appreciation.

Each First Family leaves tangible evidence of their
stayiin this great house. You had the honor and the
privilege of representing the Carter Administration. By
redecorating several rooms which meant much to them
personally, you too have left your mark.

I wish gou the very best and sincerely hope we can stay
in touch.

stncarily,

Rex W. Scouten
Chief Usher

Mr. Wayne Dean
Designer

Design XVIII

Rembert House

323 W. Church Street
Americus, Georgia 31709
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design XXIV ﬂsﬂﬂ m " Cgant Accents

1320 S. 20TH STREET 2982 RoOss CLARK CIRCLE, SW
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35205 REMBERT HOUSE DOTHAN, ALABAMA 36301
S SRR T, | 323 W. CHURCH STREET BEvEEN e v i s )
205-933-6878 AMERICUS, GEORGIA 31709 205-793-6665

Novenben 8, 1950

E. WAYNE DEAN, DESIGNER 912/924-9220

R R, T ST S LDV .
des1gn XX1V Ti
cgant M-ents
M, Rex. Scouz‘.m BlRMlNGHAM ALA 35205 DOTHAN AL, 16301
7-/18 w! . #oude 205-.933-6878 05.793.6665
/ P 3
600 /WWM Avenue A %ﬂyﬂﬂ %Ban, DESIGNER
Washington, D.(.
Dean. Rex: REMBERT HOUSE AMERICUS, GEORGIA 31709
323 W. CHURCH ST. 912-924.9220

énclosed io a detter for Rosalynn; please hand-deliven it o hen
fon me. Thank you

Also, J want to thank you forn allowing Lawa and hen class to visit
The White House and you dater this week. You all are very kind o
allow this, and J am sure it will be very meaningful o her and
her clasamates. JE it is at adl possible, will you sneak her up 2o
Any's noom and allow hen 2o see the Linished product? J wsed hen
as my consultant in preparing ithe designs fon Amy. Thank you.

Rex, J tind it sad to think that we won't be coming up anymone to
work=J shall miss seeing you, and working with you. You are a fine
gentleman, and J nespect you veay much, J enjoyed s0 much oun XXX
involvement at The White flouse, and oun friendship., Please det me
ﬁzm{?myouﬁmﬁmeioﬁme.

Give my beat o Bonnen, Milton, Jimmy, (al, and all the'crew'. They
were a pleasure to work with, Say "hello” and best wishes 2o Mn. Pieace
and Gary Walters fon mes AUL of you all have a sitanding invitation

20 visit in Birmingham if ever you are this way

Thank you fon everything, v s sw ‘“&‘“\e’hww
wouu w«g

Waameaz pensonal negands, %‘ecommend (o Qv" mﬂ’%ﬁ les -
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Sheila Patton
Friday, March 20, 1981 202-456-7136

Peter McCoy, Deputy Assistant to the President, today
announced that the overwhelming response by private contributors
to the White House Historical Association’s fund to restore the
Second and Third Floors of the White House has allowed the
restoration project to be expanded to all areas of the White House.
| He also announced that the White House has asked the White
House Historical Association to break with tradition and to release
the names of all donors to the project.

"In addition to restoration work in the rooms on the Second
and Third Floors, the $735,911.91 donated by 212 contributors as
of March 19, will be applied to projects involving the other
floors of the White House," McCoy revealed. The most immediate
need, according to McCoy, is to clean and restore the marble halls
on the Ground Floor. Other projects under consideration include
the acquisition of additional period furnishings and works of art
for the State Rooms. Since no complete set of State China exists,
consideration is also being given tc the design and manufacturing of
a new china service. The last service was commissioned during the
Johnson Administration.

"We are amazed and gratified at the widespread response to
this project and the sizable contributions made by some donors,"
McCoy explained. The decision to turn back the traditional

$50,000 Congressional appropriation in favor of private funding

- more =



Restoration of White House -2 -
March 20, 1981

was announced February 11. At that time Sheila Patton, Mrs.

Reagan's Press Secretary, announced that a $200,000 goal had been
set to restore and repair furnishings on the Second and Third Floors.
On March 12, $325,000 had been received by the White House

Historical Association. The additional funds were received this
week.

The original objective of the effort was to restore, refinish
and reupholster many historic furnishings from past Administrations,
currently stored under conditions not conducive to their long-term
preservation, and display and use them throughout the White House.
Concurrent with the restoration of furnishings, rooms will be
repainted and carpeting, curtains and drapes will be repaired or
replaced. The last major refurbishment took place during the Kennedy
Administration nearly twenty years ago. That refurbishment was also
accomplished through private funding. Another recent example of
privately funded improvements was the outdoor swimming pool con-
structed during the Ford Administration.

The Second Floor, in addition to housing the Family Quarters,
is also where the President and First Lady officially receive visiting
heads of state. The Second Floor also houses the historic Treaty
Room and the Lincoln and Queen's Bedrooms. The Third Floor contains
guest bedrooms used by both official and personal visitors.

Restoration and refurbishment work on the Second and Third
Floors is currently underway, according to Patton. The project is
expected to be completed by early summer. No timetable has been

set for the additional projects on the State Floors.



Donor

The Annenberg Fund, Inc.

Mr. Jack L. Hodges

Mr. & Mrs. Earle M. Jorgensen

Ms. Marjorie L. Everett

Janet A. Hooker Charitable Trust

Mrs. Vincent Astor

Mr. Armand Hammer

Mr. Carl Anderson

Mr. John M. Beard

Bing Fund Corporation
Mr. Alfred Bloomingdale
Mr. H. E. Chiles

Mr. Charles Cook

Hon. Mike Curb

Mr. Justin Dart

Mr. William C. Douce
Mr. Guilford Dudley, Jr.
Mrs. Jan S. Choate

Mr. Michael A. Elder
Mr. C. Richard Ford

Mr. Edward L. Gaylord
Mr. Guilford Glazer

Mr. Milton A. Gordon

Mr. Michel T. Halbouty

City and State

Radnor, PA
Oklahoma City, OK
Los Angeles, CA
Beverly Hills, CA
Radnor, PA

New York, NY

Los Angeles, CA
Oklahoma City, OK
Oklahoma City, OK
Los Angeles, CA
Los Angeles, CA
Fort Worth, TX
City of Industry, CA
Los Angeles, CA
Los Angeles, CA
Bartlesville, OK
Nashville, TN
Hennessey, OK
Norman, OK
Oklahoma City, OK
Oklahoma City, OK
Los Angeles, CA
New York, NY

Houston, TX

Amount

$70,000.00

50,000.00
50,000.00
25,000.00
25,000.00
20,000.00
20,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00



Donor

Mr. Richard D. Harrison
Mr. W. H. Helmerich, III
Mrs. Fred Jones

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Victor Jones
Mrs. Elizabeth Rosenstiel Kabler
The Lauder Foundation

Mr. Meredith J. Long

Mr. James E. Lyon

Mr. W. A. Moncrief

Mr. W. A. Moncrief, Jr.
Mosbacher Production Co.
Mr. Robert L. Parker

Mrs. Voltaire Perkins

Mr. Bob J. Perry

Ms. Maria Plesch

Mr. Henry Salvatori

Mr. & Mrs. Dudley C. Sharp
Mr. Henry E. Singleton

Mr. Robert E. Thomas

Mr. Charles B. Thornton
Mr. Holmes Tuttle

Mr. Jerry Weintraub

Mr. Joseph H. Williams

Mr. W. K. Witmer

Mr. Jack Wrather

City and State

Oklahoma City,
Tulsa, OK

Oklahoma City,

Los Angeles, CA

New York, NY
New. York, NY
Houston, TX
Houston, TX
Fort Worth, TX
Fort Worth, TX
Houston, TX

Tulsa, OK

OK

OK"

Los Angeles, CA

Houston, TX

New York, NY

Los Angeles, CA

Houston, TX

Los Angeles, CA

Tulsa, OK
Beverly Hills,
Santa Barbara,
Beverly Hills,
Tulsa, OK
Tulsa, OK

Beverly Hills,

CA
CA

CA

Amount

$10,000.00

10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00



Donor

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Adams
Mr. Sidney F. Brody

Francis D. & Irene D. Griffin
Foundation

Mr. Irvine O. Hockaday, Jr.
The Jaqueline Hume Foundatibn
Ms. Laura M. Mako

Mr. Harry A. Moore

Mrs. Rita King Moore

Mr. Vidal Sassoon

Mr. Lawrence S. Reed

Mrs. Howard Ahmanson

C. Simeral Bunch

Dr. & Mrs. William C. Dulin
Mr. Fred Parks

Mr. Paul Thiry

Ms. Patricia L. Golton

Mrs. Eppie Lederer

Mr. J. R. Nunn

Mr. Russell T. Barnhart

Mr. Frederick R. Bates

Mrs. C..M. Berry

Mr. Woody Clark

Mr. & Mrs. A. T. Cook

Ms. SuSu Levy

Mr. Vincent M. Love

Mr. & Mrs. George D. Lyon

City and State

Redwood Valley, CA

Los Angeles, CA

Los Angeles, CA

Kansas City, MO

San Francisco, CA
Beverly Hills, CA

Oklahoma City, OK

Oklahoma City, OK

Los Angeles, CA

Houston, TX

Beverly Hills, CA

Columbus, OH
Chevy Chase, MD
Houston, TX
Seattle, WA
Stockston, CA
Chicago, IL
Tucumcari, NM
New York, NY
Santa Ana, CA
Bellevue, WA
Apple Valley, CA
Woodside, CA
Encino, CA

New York, NY

Ventura, CA

Amount

$ 5,000.00

5,000.00

5,000.00

5,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
500.00
500.00
300.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00

100.00



Donor

Mr. Henry C. Mack

Dr. & Mrs. Felix F. Regueira
Mr. Jorge F. Wenzel

Mr. Creighton Carlin

Mr. & Mrs. W. D. Graves

Mr. & Mrs. Victor N. Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Shelton,
Dr. Joseph H. Thayer

Mrs. Francis Wornall

Ms. Florence L. Roddy

Mrs. Idah Irene Baldwin

Mr. Russ Clayton

Mr. & Mrs. Edgar A. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Hugo Deitenbeck
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Deppner

Mr. Gerald R. Diehl

Mr. & Mrs. Adrian Robert Doucette

Ms. Margaret L. Fisher

Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Guequierre
Mr. Raymond J. Hosenfeld

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford J. Hunt
Mr. Edwin Johnson

Mr. Geza Komonyi

Mr. & Mrs. Edgar S. Mather, Jr.
Ms. Agnes E. Mugrage-

Mrs. Herbert E. Nelson

Ms. S. Lucille Alexander Porter

City and State

Bakersfield, CA
Victoria, TX
Ashland, OH
Aurora, CA
Bloomington, MN
Seattle, WA
Columbus, OH
Los Angeles, CA
Kansas City, MO

Hamilton, MT

Long Beach, CA
Marietta, GA
Ilwaco, WA
Oceanside, CA
Dayton, OH

St. Louis, MO
Garden City, NY
Washington, D.C.
Wauwatosa, WI
Canadaigua, NY
Pebble Beach, CA
Oxnard, CA

Los Angeles, CA
Tucson, CA

Long Beach, CA
Seattle, WA

Seattle, WA

Amount

$ 100.00
100.00
100.00

50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00

40.00

25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25:00

25.00



Donor

Mr. Raymond Seery
Ms. Marianne Smith
Mr. Gail S. Streng

Mr. Andrew Sykstus

Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. Turney
Ms. Rita E. Brugger

Mr. Maxx D. Cruz

Mr. Aubrey R. Dumars

Mr. Clyde L. Monroe

Ms. Mary E. Hayslett

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony K. Holtry
Mrs. Anne Longa

Mr. & Mrs. A. U. McCulley

City and State

Randolph, NJ
Berkeley, CA
Williamsville, NY
Chicago, IL

San Diego, CA

Sun City, AZ
Vista, CA

Painted Post, NY
Schaumburg, IL
Arlington, VA
Harker Heights, TX
Chicago, IL

Marlboro, MA

Contributions of $10 and Under

Ms. Barbara Abernethy
Mr. Antony H. Acker
Ms. Margaret J. Andrew
Anonymous

Anonymous

Mr. Arthur A. Ashton
Mr. Thomas E. Barnett
Mr. Rolland V. Beech
Mrs. Peggy Ann Biel Benjamin
Mr. Alexander W. Benko
M. B. Kevin Bennett
Mr. J. L. Berkshire

Mrs. Charles Boos

Steubenville, OH
E1l Monte, CA
Dayton, OH
Dayton, OH
Detroit, MI
Framingham, MA
Athens, GA
Highland, CA
Shawnee Misson, KS
Oakland, CA
Akron, OH
Marietta, OH

Dayton, OH

Amount

25.00
25.00
25.00

'25.00

25.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
15.00
15.00
15.00

15.00



Donor

Ms. Michelle Booth

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Both
Shiloh Baisse

Mr. Leo Burns

Ms. Verna E. Busse

Mr. Brian P. Burke

Mr. Dan R. Cannon

Mr. Richard Chonak

Mr. & Mrs. Roger D. Coe
Mr. Robert.W. Crowther, Jr.
Mr. Ira L. Dallam

Mr. Gerald R. Daly

Mr. & Mrs. J. D'Ambrosio
Ms. Margaret H. Davis

Mr. Richard W. DeBolt

Mr. & Mrs. A. M. Delsanter
Mr. James Dixon

Mr. Joel Douglas

Mrs. Dacia B. Durfey

Mrs. George N. Eshko

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Ferrell

Mr. & Mrs. William M. Fisher

Mr. Donald Flynn

Mr. & Mrs. Roman L. Friess
Ms. Mary E. Frymark

Mr. Gerardo L. Galvan

Mrs. Ralph Gentile

City and State

Washington, D.C.
Garden Grove, CA
Camarillo, CA
Quincy, MA

St. Petersburg, FL
Bloomington, MN

E1 Monte, CA
Cambridge, MA
Englewood, CO
Chicago, IL

Kansas City, MO
South Glastonbury, CT
Englewood, OH
Midlothian, VA
Kettering, OH
Seattle, WA
Dayton, OH
Bellingham, WA
Kokomo, IN

Dayton, OH

Corona del May, CA
Trotwood, OH
Kennewick, WA
Allenton, WI
Milwaukee, WI

San Francisco, CA

Chicago, IL



Donor ' City and State
Ms. Louise Gerdes Dayton, OH

Mrs. Jerry Gibbs Dayton, OH

Miss Corliss Gigax St. Louis, MO

Mr. Thomas L. Greene La Grange, IL

Mr. Norman Hansen Savannah, GA

Dr. Roy E. Hardman San Antonio, TX
Mr. Daniel Hirsch Sherman Oaks, CA
Mr. & Mrs. Roy E. Huffman Scottsdale, AZ
Mr. Norman Hughes San Francisco, CA
Mr. John C. Kalko Bethel Park, PA
Mrs. Elizabeth F. Kenney Ellensburg, WA
Mr. wWilliam S. Kile La Canada Flintridge, CA
Mrs. K. Martin Atlanta, GA

Mr. Michael P. McDaniel Deerfield, IL

Mr. James D. McKinney Libertyville, IL
Mr. Clif A. McKenzie Littleton, CO

Mr. Marlon A. Mendo:za Arleta, CA

Ms. Pamela G. Meyer Chicago, IL

Ms. Lillian C. Moncada Las Vegas, NV
Mrs. Louis L. Morton Glencoe, IL

Mrs. Judith C. Mullen Sacramento, CA
Mrs. Josephine Mary Nunes Hayward, CA

Mr. Michael O'Connor Apple Valley, CA
Major Canio Paine Staten Island, NY
Mr. Claude R. Pasco Scottsdale, AZ

Mrs. Doris Pechynok Marietta, GA



Donor : City and State

Mrs. Harold Platt Gainesville, GA

Mr. Paul Price Ankeny, IA

Mr. James P. Reilly, Jr. Chicago, IL

Ms. Sheryl Riccio Mansfield, MA

Ms. Annette N. Robnett Memphis, TN

Dr. Dorian M. Rose Atascadero, CA

Mr. Eddie Russo Schenectady, NY

Mrs. Janet Schohe Kettering, OH

Ms. Kari Scott Belfair, WA

Selma Junior Women's Club Selma, CA

Mr. William K. Sherinyan Woodland Hills, CA

Ms. Alice Sherrer Windsor, MO

Mr. Johnny Siddall Marietta, OH

L. Sinisgalli Pleasant Valley, NY

Mr. Cliff Smith Strasburg, CO

Mr. Marcus Snyder, Jr. San Antonio, TX

Mr. E. J. Spall Coloma, CA

Ms. Mary McCarthy Stenger Arlington, VA
Ms. Kitty Taylor White Marsh, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Donald H. Taylor Bloomington, IL
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Tea Kansas City, MO

Mr. Leo Vail Joliet, IL

Ms. Jacqueline Vivirito St. Louis, MO
Ms. Karen Vivirito St. Louis, MO
Ms. Nan Joy Wallace Clayton, CA
Ms. Geraldine H. Williams Athens, GA
Ms. Linda Wise Tulsa, OK

Mr. Homan Youtz Chicago, IL






ARCHITECTURAL DIGEST VISITS:

President and
Mrs.Ronald Reagan

at the White House

INTERIOR DESIGN BY TED GRABER
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DERRY MOORE

The Central Hall and the WWest Sitting Hall

Upholding the spirit in which the White House was designed, President and Mrs. Ronald
Reagan have made it a warm, personal residence. Working with interior designer Ted

Graber, they refurbished the private apartments, as well as certain other rooms, on the second
and third floors, respecting the character of the White House and using as much of the White
House collection as possible. aBove: Mrs. Reagan’s confident contemporary feeling for design
blends with a sense of history in the second floor Central Hall. Transformed into a spacious
double drawing room, it is enjoyed by the first family, their personal guests, and dignitaries en
route to the Yellow Oval Room. Late-18th- and early-19th-century furniture includes an
octagonal English partners desk donated by Mrs. Jules Stein and the late Dr. Stein. The Mary
Cassatt painting is considered one of the best 20th-century works in the White House
collection. rigHT: Resplendent with double-arched windows, the West Sitting Hall serves as
President and Mrs. Reagan’s second floor living room. Furnishings from their California
residence were installed on Inauguration Day to make the new president and first lady

feel at home. Later, the room was painted and given new draperies and carpeting.










There are few details in

which Mrs.Reagan herself has not

taken an interest.

The Yellow Oval Room and the President's Dining Room

LerT: Mrs. Reagan and designer Ted Graber rearranged the second floor Yellow Oval Room to
make it more comfortable for heads of state who gather there to converse and exchange official
gifts before state dinners. The sofas, and the gilt-base marble-top tables made and donated by
Baker Furniture, were added to the formal setting. Flanking the chimneypiece are American
paintings: at left, by Thomas Moran (top) and David Kennedy; at right, by Childe Hassam
(top) and Andrew Melrose. A canvas by Jasper F. Cropsey adorns the overmantel. Eighteenth-
century French furniture includes a bureau plat, bronze gueridon tables, and gilded fauteuils
stamped C. Sené and cushioned in cut velvet from Old World Weavers. asove: Converted by
Mrs. John F. Kennedy from a bedroom, the President’s Dining Room on the second floor

is used for family dinners and official entertaining. French wallpaper was printed by Zuber

et Cie, ca. 1854. The sideboard bears Wedgwood candelabra mounted with jasperware.

UNLIKE THE RESIDENCEs of chiefs of
state in almost every other great na-
tion, the White House, in Wash-
ington, D.C,, is a home, not a palace.
Though not large, by any standards it
is a distinguished building, and for
almost two hundred years it has been
the symbol of American democracy
and of the American presidency. The
formal rooms on the first two floors
are visited by over a million and a
half people a year, and it is, of course,
the setting for state occasions and

receptions and for much of the busi-
ness of government. Nevertheless,
for all the pomp and circumstance,
there is a comforting continuity evi-
dent. For here is “The President’s
House,” and white match folders
proclaim the fact. So it has been since
the day President and Mrs. John
Adams moved into the private part
of the White House, in 1800—an
American heritage and a home.
Today, the appealing character of
the White House as a home can be
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The President’s Study

ABOVE AND OpPPOSITE: A pleasant and relaxed departure from the Oval Office, the President’s Study, on the second
floor, is filled with the first family’s own furniture, augmented by antiques and paintings from the White House col-
lection. A favorite among personal effects on President Reagan’s mahogany partners desk is a silver repoussé fire
chief’s horn made into a lamp base, given to the president when he was governor of California. Pre-Columbian
sculptures from the president’s own collection rest on the marble mantel, and on either side of Boy Fishing, by Lilla
Cabot Perry, are paintings of American Indian subjects by George Catlin, on loan from the National Gallery of Art.
Carpeting is a gift to the White House from Karastan Carpets. oprosite Top LEFT AND RIGHT: Works of art range

from an Oscar E. Berninghaus painting, Pueblo of Taos, on loan from the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway
Company, to an extremely rare Tabriz silk rug set with precious stones, given to the White House during

the Theodore Roosevelt administration by the Persian government. oprosiTe cenTer: A mahogany game table,

made in Baltimore, ca. 1800, displays one of many photographs of Mrs. Reagan in the President’s Study.

108



\?
i

!
il
1

seen most clearly in the new décor on
the second and third floors of the
building, the area that includes Presi-
dent and Mrs. Ronald Reagan’s pri-
vate apartments, and other rooms,
among them the Yellow Oval Room,
the Treaty Room, the Lincoln Bed-
room and the Queens’ Bedroom.
Mrs. Reagan has, with tact and dis-
cernment, made certain that this is,
for the term of office, the president’s
private home and her own. To
achieve this end, the first lady en-
listed the aid of Los Angeles interior
designer Ted Graber, an old family
friend. Mr. Graber’s own home has
been shown in Architectural Digest
(September 1980), and he has long
been familiar with President and
Mrs. Reagan’s tastes and preferences.

At the beginning, of course, there
was a great deal of work necessary.
Mr. Graber is proud of the fact that
“on Inauguration Day, when Presi-
dent and Mrs. Reagan arrived at the
White House at five o’clock, the sit-
ting room at the west end of the
second floor was complete, filled
with their furniture and personal
possessions brought from Califor-
nia.” However, as the designer ex-
plains, the real work of refurbishing
the private apartments did not be-
gin until January 21, 1981. As Mrs.
Reagan and her designer well know,
there is far more to a house than
furniture and paintings and posses-
sions. “We wanted it to be warm and
livable,” says Mr. Graber, “without
sacrificing any of the historical tradi-
tions.” Most important is the atmo-
sphere that now exists—one that is
pleasant and welcoming.

This can readily be sensed in
President Reagan’s study on the
second floor, where the formality of
the Oval Office has been set aside.
It is a personal room, filled with
photographs and mementos—a
room of dignity and ease. The desk
is his own; on it is a splendid mid-
nineteenth-century silver repoussé
fire chief’s horn, made into a lamp,
a gift from a friend when Ronald
Reagan was governor of California.
The paintings of American Indians,
by George Catlin, bring to mind a
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The First Lady's Office

tor AND aBove: White House furniture, re-covered and restored, is part of the unaffected
décor of the First Lady’s Office, on the second floor. The collection of wild-flower prints was
reproduced by the Smithsonian Institution from original 1925 watercolors by noted naturalist
Mary Vaux Walcott. Walls were strié-painted by White House staff painters—among the many
skilled staff members who did practically all of the restoration work. Chintz drapery and up-
holstery fabric is from Brunschwig & Fils. The window affords a view of Lafayette Park.
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statement by noted horticulturist and
writer A. J. Downing, who had such
an extensive influence on the Ameri-
can home in the 1840s and who
landscaped the White House grounds
in 1850. “Much of the character of
everyman,” he wrote, “may be read in
his house.” Surely this statement rein-
forces the personal atmosphere that
exists in the White House today. Pri-
vate though the first family’s living
quarters may be, however, these
rooms belong to the American peo-
ple. For example, the Catlins on the
wall of the president’s study, six of
them from the National Gallery of
Art, might well have been known to
President Andrew Jackson—though it
is clear that President Jackson’s
“West” was a very different place
from President Reagan’s. It is just such
a sense of history and continuity that
informs even the private presidential
portions of the executive mansion.
When Mrs. Reagan and Mr. Gra-
ber set out to bring renewed life to
the second and third floors of the
White House, they had remarkable
spaces and architectural details with
which to work. Thanks to a previous
first lady, Mrs. Coolidge, what was
once a shallow attic had been trans-
formed into a pleasant third floor.
Here there are guest rooms, sitting
rooms, an informal hall, and, up a
walkway leading to the surface over
the South Portico, a solarium sur-
rounded by a fire of red geraniums in
tubs. The room is an octagon,
flooded with light, and Mrs.
Coolidge herself called it “the sky
parlor.” The view from the wide win-
dows is over treetops and across the
broad South Lawn to the Washington
and Jefferson monuments. Today, as
a result of the joint efforts of Mrs.
Reagan and Ted Graber, it invites
leisure with informal sofas and
chairs covered in a colorful floral
fabric. Clearly the room was de-
signed with comfort and ease in
mind. This point of view is charac-
teristic of even the more formal
rooms in the private White House
apartments. To one degree or an-
other, all of the rooms are quite
as gracious, cheerful and restful.



The First Lady's
‘Dressing Room

asove: The First Lady’s Dressing Room is

an inviting setting adjoining the First Family
Bedroom on the second floor. Used as dark
accents for the warm color scheme, furniture
includes an 1830 tilt-top table and, at the foot of
the bed, a small lacquered and gilded table with
a Chinese porcelain plaque inlay. Carpeting

was donated by Karastan Carpets. Far LEFT: Mrs.
Reagan and her daughter, Patricia, are the sub-
jects of a portrait by Paul Clemens. verr: The
Washington Monument and the Andrew Jackson
magnolia tree are visible through a window.




“I can't really

say I'm a collector,
but I do like to

discover small objects.”

—First Lady Nancy Reagan

The First Family Bedroom

ABOVE AND RIGHT: The pleasing sense of airiness and comfort characterizing the private
apartments is particularly evident in the First Family Bedroom, next to the President’s Study
on the second floor. Chinese paper, handpainted in 18th-century style by Charles R. Gracie

& Sons, covers the walls. Paintings include a landscape by Willard Metcalf, between the
windows, and Before Moonrise by Carroll Sargent Tyson, on loan from the Philadelphia
Museum of Art. The marble mantel is from an 1818 Washington, D.C. home designed by
Benjamin Latrobe. Matelassé fabric from Stroheim & Romann covers the bed and sofa. tor: A
small octagonal table displays one of Mrs. Reagan’s personal collections, Battersea boxes.

Naturally, the White House—since
1792, when James Hoban won the
competition to design it—has gone
through a number of renovations and
reconstructions and redecorations,
not to mention two fires. Indeed, the
house was still unfinished when
President and Mrs. Adams moved in.
The main staircase had not been
completed; the wood-burning fire-
places could not subdue the cold and
damp; bells to summon staff had not

been installed, and there was no
laundry yard. “The great unfinished
audience room,” Mrs. Adams wrote
her daughter, “I made a drying room
of.” In 1801, when President Jeffer-
son moved in, roofs leaked and plas-
ter was falling from the ceilings, and
he called upon architect Benjamin
Henry Latrobe to come to the rescue.
The greatest devastation came, of
course, in 1814, when President
James Madison and his wife, Dolley,







Most important is the
atmosphere that now exists— one that
is pleasant and welcoming.

were the occupants of the White
House, and British troops put it to
the torch. The house had recently
been redecorated by Mrs. Madison,
with the imaginative advice of
Latrobe, and all their work went up
in smoke. However, as the British
troops were approaching, Mrs.
Madison managed to take “nearly
all” of the silver, the velvet curtains
and the Gilbert Stuart portrait of
George Washington—now in the East
Room—out of harm’s way.

Since Latrobe’s day there have
been numerous structural changes in
the President’s House, as it was once
called, most of them externally
invisible. At the urging of President
Theodore Roosevelt, the Congress
appropriated funds to redo walls and
reinforce underpinnings of the house
with steel and concrete. Later, Presi-
dent Coolidge found that President
Roosevelt’s attempts to strengthen
the structure had been a good deal
less than satisfactory. And so it went,
until President Truman finally faced
up to a century and a half of gradual
decay and unsuccessful renovations
and to the literal threat of collapse.
The day he saw the chandelier in the
East Room sway as a color guard
walked on the floor above, and when
he felt the floor of his study trem-
bling, he took action. Congress ap-
proved a generous budget, and a

The Queens Sitting Room

Evoking a stately yet festive tone in the Queens’ Sitting Room—one of the few second floor rooms not recently
refurbished—is French fabric with a Neo-Classical medallion design, installed during the Kennedy administration.
Unifying walls, windows and furniture, it contrasts with the light-toned architectural detailing. A mid-19th-century
oval Aubusson rug, acquired for the room in 1971, underlies the 19th-century pedestal table of dark lacquered
wood embellished with gilt floral motifs. Near one window, a draped dressing table festooned with tasseled cord
bears a Chinese lacquered and gilded shaving chest with mirror, made for export to America, ca. 1820.
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The Queens' Bedroom

The carved American Sheraton canopy bed in the Queens’ Bedroom has been used by five queens during official
visits to the White House. Refurbished in 1976, the room has a gentle, welcoming mood, evoked by the pastel-hued
walls, the Turkish Hereke rug, and the bed and window draperies of striped silk taffeta from Brunschwig & Fils.
Over the early-1800s carved wood mantel from Philadelphia are a late-17th-century floral painting and mirror,
framed together, a gift presented to the United States government by Princess Elizabeth in 1951, on behalf of

King George VI and the British government. The 1921 portrait of Florence Kling Harding is by de Lombos.
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TheThird Floor Center Sitting Hall

The totally refurbished third floor is the “upstairs” of the first family’s private quarters. It comprises a spacious
Center Sitting Hall, surrounded by smaller sitting rooms and guest rooms. asove: To infuse the hall with
warmth, architectural detailing and bookcases were given a faux-bois treatment, and the bookcases were also enhanced
with trompe 'oeil pediments. Small conversation groupings encourage informality; the one in the foreground in-
cludes an early-19th-century Sheraton sofa from Philadelphia, flanked by mahogany and satinwood card tables

of the same era, from Boston. opposiTE ABoVE: At the center of the room is a drum table made in New York ca.
1810-1815; surrounding it are 18th-century Gothick Chippendale side chairs. At the far end are four Currier & lves
color lithographs. opposite: Highlights of the hall are James Peale’s still life of grapes and apples, ca. 1810, and
Rubens Peale’s Still Life with Fruit, 1862. On the demilune table is a superb early-19th-century French gilded bronze
clock with a figure of Benjamin Franklin. The vases are French Empire; the sconces are early 19th century.
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complete renovation of the building
took place from 1949 to 1952. If by
standards of exact historical preser-
vation the White House today is less
than perfect, it is now solid and
supported entirely by steel.

Thus, President and Mrs. Reagan
did not face as many architectural
renovations as had confronted some
of their predecessors; they were able
to concentrate their efforts on refur-
bishing primarily the private areas of
the White House and restoring much
of its antique furniture collection.
Excellent use has been made of the
precedent established by Mrs. Calvin
Coolidge, who successfully under-
took to persuade Congress “to au-
thorize the acceptance of appropriate
antiques as gifts.” Mrs. John F.
Kennedy, as well, mounted a cam-
paign to attract gifts of furniture and
works of art of a quality suitable to
the dignity, beauty and history of the
White House. Mrs. Kennedy’s en-
thusiasm, supported by numerous
friends, was responsible for estab-
lishing, in 1961, the White House
Historical Association, a nonprofit
organization ““to enhance under-
standing, appreciation and enjoy-
ment of the Executive Mansion.” But
it is more than that. It is the official
recipient of private, corporate and
foundation gifts for the purchase of
objects for the White House, for its
decoration and refurbishment and
embellishment. And certainly no one
has been more successful than Mrs.
Reagan in her efforts to attract funds
for the association, or more skillful in
their use. What she has done so far, it
seems quite apparent, is only a be-
ginning. Certainly she would like to
give all Americans the opportunity
of contributing to the beauty and
continuity of the White House.

“When we arrived in January,”
Mrs. Reagan explains, “we looked
into the warehouse where the furni-
ture that is not in use is stored. We
found beautiful pieces that were
deteriorating and needed to be re-
stored. Only a very few pieces had
to be purchased.” She and the presi-
dent declined to accept Congres-
sional funds to refurbish their private
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The Solarium and the Red Sitting Room

top: Three walls of glass flood the octagonal Solarium, on the third floor, with sunlight.
Since its origin during the Coolidge administration, when Mrs. Coolidge called it “the

sky parlor,” it has been a favorite spot of many American first families. Sofas and chairs are
underscored by a Karastan carpet. The lamp is from Chapman Furniture. asove: The Red
Sitting Room, part of a third floor guest suite, is distinguished by a crocheted depiction of
the signing of the Declaration of Independence. Chintz upholstery fabric is from Lee/Jofa.
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quarters, but Mrs. Reagan soon re-
ceived an immediate and generous
reaction to her “special project’—an
appeal for donations for this purpose.
I was overwhelmed by the response
that came from people in all walks of
life,” she says. “Some of the contri-
butions were for just one dollar.”
These donations have been managed
with great care. “Because funds were
not available, some flooring had not
been touched in many years,” says
Ted Graber. “Plumbing and electrical
wiring was obsolete; draperies were
falling apart; there were mahogany
doors that hadn’t been attended to
since President Truman’s day.” Up-
holstery has now been replaced and
furniture restored; and a state dinner
service—a complete one did not ex-
ist—has been provided.

There are few details in which
Mrs. Reagan herself has not taken an
interest. Even bibelots are important
to her, for these are the things that
make a home. “I can’t really say I'm a
collector,” she explains, “but I do like
to discover small objects—like those
seals in the living room; [ saw them in
a shop in Spain.” These are seals for
wax, with handles of carnelian and
onyx and mother-of-pearl and
carved ivory. In the First Family
Bedroom there is a collection of Bat-
tersea boxes on a table, and in the
West Sitting Hall there are blue and
white porcelains and jade objects.
Everywhere are personal touches.
Among the many artworks displayed
in the White House—for example, a
Mary Cassatt in the Central Hall and
a Cézanne in the West Sitting Hall—
are two charming small paintings of
beach scenes with women in nine-
teenth-century costumes. “One day
when [ was on my way to luncheon in
Georgetown,” says Mrs. Reagan, “I
found them in an antiques shop next
to the house where [ was going.”

One of the most extensive decora-
tive changes Mrs. Reagan and Ted
Graber made in the private apart-
ments was the transformation of the
hall on the second floor. It is a wide,
long expanse with Hoban’s double-
arched windows, like bouquets of
light, at either end, but basically it



“We wanted it to be warm and livable,
without sacrificing any historical traditions.”
— Interior designer Ted Graber

The Washington Sitting Room

A collection of 19th-century engravings of the nation’s first president give historical resonance to the Washington
Sitting Room, part of a guest suite on the third floor. White painted moldings offer a contrast to the warm hue of the
striped wallcovering and toile drapery and upholstery fabric, which is restated by a pillow covered in a checkered
fabric. Blue and white Chinese Export porcelains complete the tricolor palette. Suspended from the ceiling is a 19th-
century English hall light of frosted glass and bronze; prism drops adorn a lamp with a frosted glass chimney

from the same period. The looking glass, ca. 1820, has a Neo-Classical architectural frame of gilded wood.
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was a bare and awkward area until
she and the designer filled the space
properly. Now it has become a sort of
double drawing room, with an oc-
tagonal desk in the center, and com-
fortable furniture and screens on
either side. The splendid proportions
are still there, but the hall has now
become, as Mr. Graber describes it,
“a place to walk about in and to sit
and converse.” A place, it must be
added—like so much of the newly

decorated first family apartments—of
elegance and easy charm.

Mrs. Reagan is justifiably pleased
and proud. “Each room, when I look
at it, seems to be my favorite,” she
says. “I feel we have accomplished
what needed to be done, and I am
very grateful to all those who have
helped me in the project, not the least
of whom are the members of the
wonderful White House staff.”

Ted Graber is the first to attest to

Mrs. Reagan’s contributions to the
result. “She has been deeply in-
volved with everything we’ve done.
She’s given part of every day she’s
been in Washington to arranging the
house exactly the way she thinks it
should be.” And the reason? “That’s
easy,” says Mrs. Reagan with a smile.
“This house belongs to all Ameri-
cans, and [ want it to be something of
which they can be proud.”C)
—Russell Lynes and Sam Burchell




A Guest Room
and the Truman Balcony

opposITE: An imposing 19th-century American Sheraton bed, with a carved and painted cornice of Cupid’s bow

and arrows, quiver and torch, is the focus of a third floor Guest Room. The striped canopy and the draperies, of
Brunschwig & Fils fabric, establish the color scheme, which is echoed by the rug, and by the wallcovering from Louis
Bowen. The mezzotint, Idle Boys, was engraved by John Murphy in 1797, after a painting by James Ward. asove: Added
to the South Portico outside the Yellow Oval Room by Harry S Truman during his presidency, the Truman Balcony
affords a panorama of the south grounds, the Executive Office Building and the Washington and Jefferson monu-
ments. The original White House architect, James Hoban, embellished the stately lonic columns with roses.






December 7, 1981

Dear Mr., Smith:

Hrs. Reagan has asked me to thank you for
your most kind letter,

She is very sorry that you could not attend

the reception and see What was accomplished.
Enclosed is the Architectual Digest article on
the renovation project and it w give you
some of the rooms that were rndone and art
objects that were restored,

Sincerely,

Rex W. Scouten
Chief Ushet

Enclosure

Mr, Cliff Smith
P.0. Box 244
Strasburg, Colorado 80136
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December 8, 1981

Dear Mrs. Tanner:

Mrs. Reagan deeply appreciates not only
your help in the recent restoration project but
your kind letter ag well.

Everyone is very sorry you could not attend
the reception and see the extraordinary work that
was accomplished. We are pleased, however, to
enclose a portion of the Architectual Digest
article on the White House and sincmrely hope
you approve.

Sincerely,

Rex W. Scouten
Chief Usher

Mrs., Pauline E. Tanner
Lacona, New York 13083

Enclosure
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