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REMARKS FOR THE ADDRESS TO THE UNITED NATIONS
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1988
-~ THANK YOU MR, CHAIRMAN, I’'M PLEASED TO BE HERE AS A

MEMBER OF THE U.S, DELEGATION TO SPEAK BEFORE THE THIRD COMMITTEE
OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON A MATTER OF URGENT
IMPORTANCE TO ALL OF US, THE THIRD COMMITTEE IS NOW CONSIDERING
AGENDA ITEMS ON YOUTH, FAMILIES, AND CRIME PREVENTION, I WANT T0
TALK TO YOU ABQUT THE ILLEGAL USE OF DRUGS AND THE DIRECT IMPACT

IT'S HAVING ON FAMILIES, AND ESPECIALLY CHILDKEN,

-~ | COME BEFORE THE UNITED NATIONS TODAY AS A WIFE AND A

005

MOTHER, AND ONE WHO HAS HAD A UNIGUE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE THE IMPACT
OF THE DRUG PROBLEM, NOT ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES, BUT IN MANY
AREAS OF THE WORLD. TI'VE WORKED ON THIS PROBLEM WITH MANY
DISTINGUISHED PEQOPLE REPRESENTED ON THIS COMMITTEE. I'VE HAD THE
OPPORTUNITY TO TRAVEL TO MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD AND HAVE SEEN

THE PROBLEM FIRST HAND.

-- ['VE ALSQ BEEN PRIVILEGED TO WORK ON TWO OCCASIONS WITH

MRS, PEREZ DE CUELLAR, IN 1985, SHE JOINED ME AND 29 OTHER FIRST
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LADIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD WHEN WE GATHERED AT THE UNITED NATIONS
TO DISCUSS THE DRUG ISSUE, COUR MESSAGE WAS THIS: AS MOTHERS WE
ARE CONCERNED, AS FIRST LADIES WE ARE COMMITTED, AND AS CITIZENS OF
THE WORLD WE PLEDGE TO DO ALL THAT IS PQSSIBLE TO STOP THIS SCOURGE.

~- LAST YEAR, MRS, PEREZ DE CUELLAR AND I PREPARED A VIDEO-
TAPED MESSAGE FOR THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON DRUG ABUSE
AND ILLICIT TRAFFICKING, AT THAT CONFERENCE, HELD AT THE INITIATIVE

OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL, 138 COUNTRIES JOINED TOGETHER IN DECLARING

THAT STOPPING DRUG ABUSE AND ILLICIT TRAFFICKING IS A UNIVERSAL
PRIORITY.

-- 1'M DEEPLY HEARTENED THAT THE UNITED NATICONS IS NEARLY
COMPLETED ON A NEW ANTI-DRUG TRAFFICKING CONVENTICN THAT WILL
AFFIRM WHAT EVERY MOTHEK, EVERY PARENT KNOWS: THAT DRUG
TRAFFICKERS ARE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINALS WHO DESERVE NO REST OR
SANCTUARY.

-~ THE INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS AGAINST DRUGS ARE OF VITAL
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IMPCGKTANCE AND MUST BE EXPANDED. AND I WOULD ADD THAT EVEN THOUGH
1 HAVE SOME HARSH THINGS TO SAY ABOUT ILLEGAL DRUG CONSUMPTION IN
THE UNITED STATES, I ALSO INTEND TO SPEAK VERY PLAINLY ABOUT THE
COUNTRIES THAT SUPPLY THIS DEMAND,

-- HOWEVER, LET ME STATE AT THE OUTSET THAT IT IS THE UNITED
STATES ALONE WHICH BEARS RESPONSIBILITY FOR ITS OWN DRUG PROBLEM,
1'M NOT BLAMING OTHER NATIONS FOR AMERICA’S DRUG PROBLEM, WHILE

MOST OF THE I[LLEGAL DRUGS ARE IMPQORTED, THE DRUG USERS ARE

HOME-GROWN, TO FIND AMERICA’S DRUG PROBLEM, WE HAVE HAD TO LOOK
NO FURTHER THAN QUR OWN COMMUNITIES, OUR NEIGHBORS, QUR SONS AND
DAUGHTERS. TO GET SERIOUS ABGUT STO#PING ILLEGAL DRUGS, THEKE
CAN BE NO SUBSTITUTE FOR FOCUSING ON THE USER AND THAT MEANS
CONFRONTING ALL THOSE CITIZENS WHO USE DRUGS.

-- NOW, FRANKLY, IT IS FAR EASIER FOR THE UNITED STATES TO
FOCUS ON 300,000 CAMPESINOS (Kam-PaH-SEE-NoHz) IN PERU, THAN TOQ

SHUT DOWN THE DEALER WHO CAN BE FOUND ON THE STREET CORNERS OF
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OUR CITIES,

~- IT’S OFTEN EASIER TO MAKE STRONG SPEECHES ABOUT FOREIGN
DRUG LORDS OR DRUG SMUGGLERS, THAN TO ARREST A PAIR OF WALL
STREET INVESTMENT BANKERS BUYING COCAINE ON THEIR LUNCH BREAK.

-~ YES, WE NEED TO BREAK THE BACK OF THE DRUG CARTELS. WE
NEED TO ERADICATE COCA FIELDS, AND INTERDICT NARCOTICS IN TRANSIT,
BUT- WE WILL NOT GET ANYWHERE IF WE PLACE A GREATEK BURDEN OF

ACTION ON FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS THAN ON AMERICA’S OWN MAYORS, JUDGES,

AND LEGISLATORS, YOU SEE. THE COCAINE CARTEL DOESN’T BEGIN IN
MEDELLIN (MEH-THE-YEN), [T BEGINS IN THE STREETS OF NEW YORK,
MIAMI, LOS ANGELES AND EVERY AMERICAN CITY WHERE CRACK IS BOUGHT
AND SOLD., IT’'S THE DRUG USER WHO MAKES THE CARTEL POSSIBLE, WHO
PROVIDES THE MARKET. WHO FUNDS THE ENTERPRISE. AND THE DRUG USER
IS AN ACCOMPLICE TO EVERY CRIMINAL ACT, EVERY MURDER, EVERY
TERRORIST ATTACK CARRIED QUT BY THE NARCOTICS SYNDICATES,

-- IF WE LACK THE WILL TO FULLY MOBILIZE THE FORCES OF LAW
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IN QUR OWN COUNTRY TONARREST AND PUNISH DRUG USEKS; IF WE CANNOT
STEM THE AMERICAN DEMAND FOR DRUGS, THEN THERE WINL BE LITTLE HOPE
OF PREVENTING FOREIGN DRUG PRODUCERS FROM FULFILLING THAT DEMAND,
BUT IF WE CAN CONTROL THE DEMAND AND CURTAIL THE DRUG CONSUMPTION
IN OUR OWN COUNTRY, THEN OUR OTHER EFFORTS CAN SUCCEED AND THE
INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS RINGS CAN AND WILL BE DEFEATED.

—— NOW LET ME STATE CLEARLY -- NOT WITHSTANDING A FEW VOICES

ON THE FRINGES -- I DON‘T BELIEVE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL EVER

————— e e .
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ALLOW THE LEGALIZATION GOF DRUGS IN OQUR COUNTRY, THE CONSENSUS
AGAINST DRUGS IN THE UNITED STATES HAS NEVER BEEN STRONGER,

-- WE CLEARLY UNDERSTAND THAT DRUGS MUST REMAIN ILLEGAL AT
‘EVERY STEP IN THE CHAIN. [IF IT'S ILLEGAL TO GROW COCA IN PERU,
TO PROCESS IT INTO COCAINE IN COLGMBIA, TO SHIP IT THROUGH THE

CARIBBEAN, THEN IT MUST BE ILLEGAL TO BUY OR USE COCAINE IN THE

UNITED STATES AND THAT IS THE WAY IT MUST AND WILL REMAIN,

-- I‘'VE SEEN THE TERRIBLE HARM THAT DRUGS INFLICT ON
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FAMILIES, I COULD TELL YOU OF LIVES RUINED, ANGUISHED PARENTS,
CHILDREN DYING AT A YOUNG AGE, AND AS TRAGIC AS DRUGS ARE FOR
THE INDIVIDUAL FAMILY, I WOULD TELL THIS DISTINGUISHED COMMITTEE
THAT DRUGS ARE EQUALLY DESTRUCTIVE OF THE FAMILY OF NATIONS,

-~ THE SAME DRUGS THAT THREATEN THE SELF-DETERMINATION OF
THE USER, ALSO THREATEN DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT AND NATIONAL
SOVEKREIGNTY. DRUG TRAFFICKERS, WITH THEIR LOVE OF VIOLENCE, THEIR

DISREGARD FOR LAW OR BOKDERS, THEIR CACHES OF GUNS AND ILL-GOTTEN

12

YONEY. AND THEIR CYNICAL PARTNERSHIP WITH TERRORISTS HAVE
BECOME A THREAT TO WORLD PEACE.

—— N MANY COUNTRIES, THERE’S A HEROIC STRUGGLE BEING
WAGED TO PRESERVE A FREE AND INDEPENDENT NATION. COLOMBIA,
ONE OF THE OLDEST DEMOCRACIES IN THE HEMISPHERE, IS A GOOD
EXANPLE,  THE DRUG CARTELS ASSASSINATED THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

AND THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE, THEY SUPPORTED THE TAKEOVER CF

THE PALACE OF JUSTICE AND THE MASSACRE OF MOST OF
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COLOMBIA’S SUPREME COURT. IN ALL, HUNDREDS HAVE BEEN KILLED IN A
WAR IN WHICH DRUG LORDS SEEK TO WIN FOR THEMSELVES THE POWER OF

THE STATE, TO TURN A PROUD NATION INTO A PRIVATE CRIMINAL

ENTERPRISE,

-- THOSE COUNTRIES WHICH THINK THAT THEY CAN DABBLE IN THE
DRUG TRADE, THAT THEY CAN MAKE EASY MONEY BY CULTIVATING COCA
PLANTS, OR OPIUM, OR MARIJUANA, YET SOMEHOW REMAIN IMMUNE TO THEIR

HARMFUL INFLUENCE, ARE MAKING THE SAME DEADLY MISTAKE OF THE

o g -
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PERSON WHO THINKS HE OR SHE CAN DABBLE IN ILLEGAL DRUGS WITHOUT
BEING DESTROYED. NO NATION IS IMMUNE,

-- THOUGH THE INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES ARE THE BASIS OF THE
WORLD DRUG MARKET, IT DOESN‘T TAKE LONG BEFORE THE PEOPLE IN DRUG
PRODUCING COUNTRIES THEMSELVES BECOME ADDICTED TO HEROIN OR
COCAINE,

-- IN TRUTH, A WHOLE NATION CAN BECOME POISONED BY DRUGS AND

ADDICTED TO THE NARCOTICS TRADE., DRUG MONEY UNDERMINES AND



CORRUPTS POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS. A NEW ORDER BASED ON VIOQLENCE
EMERGES, THE CONSTITUTION BECOMES A SCRAP OF PAPER, CIVIL

GOVERNMENT BECOMES A FRONT FOR DRUG-RUNNING, THE ARMED FORCES A

BECOME LITTLE MORE THAN HIRED KILLERS IN THE EMPLOY OF DRUG
GANGSTERS, SURELY, THIS IS A FATE THAT NO CIVILIZED COUNTRY
WISHES TO UNDERGO.

-- AND, IN FACT, AT THE WHITE HOUSE, AT THE UNITED NATIONS.

AND ELSEWHERE, I'VE MET WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF DOZENS OF

16

COUNTRIES AND VISITED 8 NATICNS, AS WELL AS THE VATICAN, TO DISCUSS
THE DRUG PROBLEM, AND I‘VE FOUND THAT THERE IS A POWERFUL, UNIFIED
INTERNATIONAL RESISTANCE TO ILLEGAL DRUGS THAT IS DEVELOPING. THIS
IS A DIFFERENT TYPE OF INTERNATICNAL CONSPIRACY, A CONSPIRACY OF
COMPASSION,

~- THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD FACE THIS PROBLEM TOGETHER, AND,.
ULTIMATELY, WE MUST FIND THE SOLUTION TOGETHER. 1 HAVE NO DOUBT

THAT THE WAR AGAINST ILLEGAL DRUGS WILL BE WON, [T'S A GLOBAL

AUG 31 ’°89 13:43 217 219‘99127 PAcE Q12



T s A S S ol Ll ALY NARA~NLSR === FOX PLAZA do13

L/

BATTLE, AND WE WILL WIN IT ONE CHILD AT A TIME,
-- WE NEED TO EDUCATE A GENERATION TO JUST SAY NO TO

DRUGS. AND IN THE MEANTIME, WE MUST CONTINUE QUR FIGHT AGAINST

THE PRODUCTION, PROCESSING, FINANCING, IMPORTATION, SALE AND
USE OF ILLEGAL DRUGS. WE MUST DEVELOP GREATER LEVELS OF
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, AND KEEP THE PRESSURE ON THE

GOVERNMENTS WHO HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CURB THEIR DRUG PRODUCTION

AND TRAFFICKING, |

18

-- IN MY OWN COUNTRY, THERE ARE SIGNS CF IMPROVEMENT, BUT
DRUG USE STILL REMAINS TOO HIGH, THIS ILLEGAL USE IS OUR OWN
RESPONSIBILITY AND WE ARE WORKING TO STOP IT,

-- MY CHIEF CONCERN IS FOR THE CHILDREN -- THE CHILDREN OF
AMERICA AND OF THE WORLD -- THAT THEY WILL SAY NO TO DRUGS, THAT
THEY WILL CHOOSE LIFE, AND LEARN TO LIVE IN THE WORLD THAT GOD
MADE, NOT IN THE NIGHTMARE WORLD OF DRUGS. THE CHILDREN NEED QUR

HELP; AND AS YOU CARRY OUT YOUR IMPORTANT RESPONSIBILITIES, WHAT
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BETTER GUIDE CAN THERE BE THAN THAT WHAT IS BEST FOR QUR CHILDREN
WILL ALSO BE BEST FOR OUR NATIONS.

-- IN YOUR DELIBERATIONS, [ URGE YOU NOT TO BE DIPLOMATIC
FOR THE SAKE OF DIPLOMACY, BUT TO SPEAK THE TRUTH ABOUT THE
EFFECTS OF DRUGS ON OUR PEOPLES AND QUR GOVERNMENTS, I URGE YOU
TO BE TOUGH AND FIRM IN THE RECOMMENDATIONS YOU MAKE,

-- THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF SPEAKING

BEFORE YOU TODAY,
###

@014
e




