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------------- -

REMARKS FOR THE BACK-TO-SCHOOL ADDRESS 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1988 

HELLO. I' h HERE IN THE ~ OF THE WHITE HOUSE, 
U SF2ARY 

SURROUNDED BY SOME FRIENDS OF MINE. WE'RE HERE BECAUSE WE HAVE 

SOMETHING IMPORTANT TO TALK ABOUT AS YOU START THE SCHOOL YEAR 

I I I AND THAT'S DRUGS. 

-- AT SOME POINT DURING THIS SCHOOL YEAR, MANY OF YOU ARE 

GOING TO BE OFFERED DRUGS. IT MAY HAPPEN WHILE YOU'RE ACTUALLY 

IN SCHOOL. IT MAY HAPPEN AFTER SCHOOL ON YOUR WAY HOME. IT MAY 

HAPPEN OVER AT A FRIEND'S HOUSE. 

-- ·-------

-- SOMEONE MAY OFFER TO GIVE YOU THE DRUGS OR PERHAPS SELL 

THEM TO YOU, THIS SOMEONE MAY BE A TOTAL STRANGER OR YOUR VERY 

BEST FRIEND. THIS PERSON MAY PRESSURE YOU TO USE DRUGS BY DARING 

YOU TO TRY THEM OR BY SAYING EVERYBODY DOES IT, OR BY SIMPLY 

SAYING, "OH, COME ON , LET' S JU ST SEE WHAT IT' S LI KE." 

-- YOUR ANSWER WILL BE THE MOST IMPORTANT DECISION YOU HAVE 

MADE IN YOUR LIFE. IT IS AN ADULT DECISION THAT ONLY YOU CAN 

MAKE. ADULTS CAN TELL YOU WHEN TO BE HOME; THEY CA N TELL YOU 
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WHAT TIME TO GO TO BED, OR HOW MUCH TELEVISION YOU CAN WATCH, OR 

HOW LOUD YOU CAN PLAY THE STEREO. BUT THE MOST I~PORTANT 

DECISION IN YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOw HAS TO DO WITH DRUGS, AND YOU -­

NOT YOUR PARENTS, NOT YOUR TEACHERS, NOT YOUR FRIENDS -- ARE IN 

CONTROL OF THAT DECISION, 

-- SOONER OR LATER SOMEONE'S GOING TO OFFER YOU DRUGS. AND 

WHEN THIS HAPPENS, YOUR PARENTS AND YOUR TEACHERS AREN'T GOING TO 

BE AROUND, IT'S GOING TO BE JUST YOU. AND AT THIS MOMENT YOU 

) 
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ARE TOTALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR YOURSELF A~G FOP YOUR LIFE. AND YOU 

HAVE THE POWER TO SAY YES OR TO SAY NO. 

-- IF YOU SAY YES, WELL, I' ~: f\OT GG I f\G TO TELL YOU ABOUT 

ALL THE SAD THINGS THAT CAN HAPPEN. I'M NOT GOING TO TRY A~D 

SCARE YOU, BECAUSE I BELIEVE YOU ALREADY k~OW HO~ BAD DRUGS CA~ BE. 

EVEN THOUGH YOU UNDERST A~D HOW DAN GEROUS DRUGS ARE , I 

REALIZE IT CAN STILL BE HARD TO SAY ~O. YOGk FRIE~DS MAY 

ENCOURAGE YOU TO TRY THEM. OR YOU MAY LIVE I~ AN AkEA WHERE 



DRLiGS Af\E ALL Al~OLND YOU I OF. r•;AYBE THERE' s ~w ONE AT HOrE FOR 

YOU AFTER SCHOOL, SO YOU'RE LONELY OR LORED, AND YOU THI~k, WELL, 

MAYBE IT ~ILL BE A THRILL. I i<NEw ONE YOUl\G f·:AN 1~HO USED DkUGS 

TO GET EVEN WITH HIS PARENTS, AND HE DID HURT THEM, BUT HE hUkT 

HIMSELF MUCH MORE. 

-- THE BEST WAY TO SHOW YOU ARE YOUR O~N PERSON, THE BEST 

WAY TO FEEL GOOD ABOUT YOURSELF IS TO SAY NO TO DRUGS. BECAUSE 

BY SAYING NO, YOU'RE ALSO SAYING, "HEY, LOOK, I'M RESPONSIBLE. 

I' r1 NOT DUfliB. r CAN EE TF-zUSTED To DO whAT, s BEST FOR ME." 

-- EVEr't THE ADULTS ~~HO USE DRUGS AREi'i'T THAT J\ATURE. I 

KNOW SOME ADULTS Thl~K YOU'kE JUST KILS, ThAT YOU LO~'T REALLY 

U~DERSTAI\D THE WORLD AND ~"HAT GOES Of~ OlJT ThEf<E, THEY DON 'T 

U~DERSTAND THAT YOU FEEL TH I f\GS AS i\lJ CH AS YOU LO , SuT I kf\GW 

bETTER. 1 KNOW How Sf"iAkT You ARE . AM:; 1 Ki\Ow vou Ui\JucRST AND T1·1E 

IMPORTANCE OF WHAT I'M TALKING ABOUT. 

-- A~D THERE AkE OTHER YOUNG PEGPLE WHG FEEL A~D THI~k THE 
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SAME ~AY YOU DO, A~D I HAVE A FEW OF THEM WITH ME TODAY, PLUS AN 

INSTRUCTOR FROM THE YhCA HERE Il'i ~/ASHHJGTOf'i. WHY DON'T WE LISTEN 

FOR A FEW MINUTES. 

[GROUP SEGMENT] 

KIDS FINAL LINE: JUST SAY NO! 

[MRS. REAGAN JOINS THE KIDS.] 

-- WELL, YOU CAN SEE AND HEAR WHAT MY FRIENDS ARE GOING TO 

SAY WHEN THEY'~E OFFE~ED DRUGS. I HOPE YGU ~ILL JOIN WITH THEM 

AND ~ILLIONS OF CTHER YOUNG PEOPLE A~D GIVE lhE SAME ANS~ER. 

-- I CARE ABOUT YOU AND WHAT HAPPENS TO YOU. I ~/ANT YOU TO 

LIVE A HAPPY LIFE. THERE IS NOT G~E PERSO~ ~HO IS HAPPY BECAUSE 

THEY USED DRUGS, BUT THERE ARE COUNTLESS THGUSANDS WHO ARE 

UNHAPPY AND WHOSE LIVES HAVE BEEN RUI~ED. 

(THE CAMERA PULLS BACK TO SEE MRS . ~EAGA~ ~GRROU~DED ONCE 

AGAIN BY THE ChILDREN.) 
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I REALIZE THE DECISION IS YOURS, BUT, PLEASE I I I JUST 

SAY ~O. 

(THE KIDS JOIN WITH MRS. REAGAN WHEN SHE SAYS THE LAST 

THREE WORDS.) 

# # # 

r ,_ 
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