
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Speechwriting, White House Office 
of: Speech Drafts 

Folder Title: Nancy Reagan: Ronald McDonald 
Children’s Charity Dinner. Oct. 7, 1987 

Box: 437 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 
 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 
Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 
National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  

 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


REMARKS FOR RONALD McDONALD CHILDREN'S CHARITIES DINNER 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1987 

-- THANK YOU SO MUCH, AND THANK YOU ON BEHALF OF ALL THE 

CHILDREN THIS WILL HELP, 

-- WE ~AY NOT ~CRK FOR McDONALD'S, BUT BGTH MY HUSBAND AND 

FEEL A PART OF YOUR FA~ILY. JLST THIS PAST EASTER, WE VISITED 

YOUR RONALD McDO~~LL GOOD TI~ES CA~P IN CALIFORNIA, THE CAMP FOR 

CHILDREN SUFFERING FROM LIFE-THREATENI~G DISEASES. 

-- ONE LITTLE TEN-YEAR-OLD GIRL NAMED LISA WANTED TO BE 

WITH US THAT DAY -- SHE DIDN'T WANT TO MISS ANY OF THE EXCITEMENT --

SC ShE ~AS BROUGHT FRO~i HER HOSPITAL BED. BEFORE WE ARRIVED, 

LISA TRIED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SINGING AND PLAYING, BUT SHE WAS 

SO FRAIL ShE CO~LDN'T HOLD HER HEAD UP A~D WAS CARRIED TO A SPOT 

~WAY FROM TnE ~CT IVITIES. 

-- ~hE~ CL~ TI\E WAS ~p WITh THE OTHER CHILDREN, WE SAW 

LIS A ~~D WENT CVE~ TC HER, I WILL ~EVER FORGET Th AT SIGHT OF 

Th~ LITTLE GIRL ~E:T~~D IN BLANKETS U~DER A TREE, LISA IS STILL 

L~CE~GOING ThE~~PY, ;~D T~E DISEASE ~r,D THE P~IN STILL PERSIST, 



-~- ..... 

BUT YOU -- THE PEOPLE OF McDONALD'S -- MADE THAT ONE DAY A VERY 

MEMORABLE ONE FOR HER AND FOR A WHILE YOU TOOK AWAY THE PAIN. 

AND FOR THAT, YOU SHOULD BE VERY PROUD, 

-- ThE GIFT YOU'VE GIVEN TONIGHT WILL ALSO BE USED TO EASE 

PAIN -- THE PAIN OF DkuG AE~SE AMONG YGLNG PEOPLE. 

-- I'VE SEEN SO MUCH OF THAT PAIN OVER THE PAST SEVEN YEARS 

SO MUCH HURT, SO MUCH CONFUSION, BUT I'VE ALSO SEEN STRENGTH AND 

DETERMINATION AND EVEN VICTORY, I'VE BEEN TO TREATMENT CENTERS 

~HERE I'VE SEEN TEENAGERS STANDING UP BEFORE AN AUDIENCE OF PEERS 

AND FRIENDS AND SAYING TO THEIR PARENTS, 11 MOM AND DAD, I'M 

CRLJG-FREE I I LCVE YOU AND I WANT TO COME HOME I I/ 

-- I ThINK YOU IN THE RESTAGRANTS AND THE FRANCHISES UNDER

STAND WHAT IS GGINC G~ OUT THERE BETTER THA~ rosT ADULTS. YOU'RE 

IN DAILY CONTACT ~:T · YC GNG CUSTO~ERS A~D YOUNG EMPLOYEES. AND 

I'VE NCTICED SCi·,::T :-. I '., C ;,oOuT THIS OP,GA~IZATICM: ~HILE i\ANY 

INSTITUTIONS I~ ~ ~ r ~-CIETY ~AY CHANGE, ~E C~N ALWAYS COU~T ON 
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McDONALDrs COMMITMENT TO ONE THING IN PARTICULAR -- AMERICA'S 

CHILDREN, 

-- A FEW WEEKS AGO, I WAS WITH HIS HOLINESS POPE JOHN PAUL II 

IN LOS A~GELES, SPEAKING TO A GROUP OF SCHOOLCHILDREN, HE SAID, 

"WE CANNOT LIVE WITHOUT HOPE. WE HAVE TO HAVE SOME PURPOSE IN 

LIFE, SO~iE 1\JEANING TO OUR EXISTENCE. WE HAVE TO ASPIRE TO 

SOMETHING, WITHOUT HOPE, WE BEGIN TO DIE I I ," 

-- I BELIEVE YOU HERE TONIGHT UNDERSTAND THAT LESSON, 

BECAUSE ~HAT RO~ALD McDONALC CHILDREN'S CHARITIES PROVIDES IS NOT 

JUST MONEY, BUT HOPE, THAT IS WHAT YOU GIVE, 

-- BEFORE CLOSING, I DO WANT TO THANK YOU FOR THIS 

WONDER.FGL. flWARD, I Ah VERY PROUD TO SE HGNORED TON I GhT TCGETriER 

WITH DR, RGLA~D SCOTT, ~E ARE BOTH WORKI~G TO SAVE LIVES AND WE 

COULDN'T DO IT ~ITriOUT YOUR GE~EROSITY AND DEDICATION, 

T~"' ; ··r -- ,,;.:.,,r '. y _, L FR n':--1 T' 'r "Q-jTQ'c.' OF "'Y Hi=' ,- RT ,1., :: nc c , 11 1·1 ..... r\ , 

5 

r 
0 


