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(Parvin)

MRS. REAGAN: CLOSING REMARKS
FIRST LADIES DRUG CONFERENCE
APRIL 24, 1985

—First let me thank our speakers for their presentations. The people
you heard today are my colleagues and my teachers. Over the past
several years they've become something more as well-—companions in the
cause to free our children from drugs. I wish I could share the
wonderful, supportive feeling these people have brought to my life, not
to mention the lives of thousands of parents and children. I hope
you'll contact them so they can add to your understanding as they've

added to mine.

—In one of his novels Hemingway wrote of a character, "He was awake a

long time before he remembered his heart was broken."

That quote
reminds me of my own country. It took the United States a long time
before we realized the pain and suffering drug abuse was causing oqur

young people. These speakers know very well the heartbreak that drugs

create, but they also know the cure--commitment.

—Every message we heard today was about commitment--from parents, from
communities, from the government, from the individual. And from
hearing the discussions, your commitment to the children of your own
nations was ‘clear, too. Joan Brann said something earlier that struck
me as the very essence of why we're here and why we care. She said,
"Every child comes with the message that God is not yet discouraged of

man."



--Well, neither should we mortals be discouraged. We simply need to
tap the reservoir of commitment that rests within each of our nations.
Tomorrow in Atlanta, we'll hear more about the hazards of drugs to both .
the individual and society, but we'll see something even more
important--the strength and warmth and togetherness of parents
determined to protect their children from drug abuse. Let me again
thank each of the First Ladies for their participation. I look forward

to seeing you all in the morning.
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CURE == COMMITHENT,
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FROf PARERTS, FRCM COMITUNITIES, FROIM THE GOVERKWERT, FROM THE
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FACH CF GUR RETIONS. TOMORROW IN ATLRNTA, WE'LL EEAR IMGRE ABCUT

WE/LL SEE SCHMETHING EVEN MORE IFPGRTART -- THE STRENGTH ARD
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-- First, let me thank our speakers for their presentations.
The people you heard today are my colleagues and my teachers.
Over the past several years, they've become something more as
well -- companions in the cause to free our children from drugs.
I wish I could share the wonderful, supportive feeling these
people have brought to my life, not to mention the lives of
thousands of parents and children. I hope you'll contact them
so they can add to your understanding as they've added to mine.

-— In one of his novels Hemingway wrote of a character,
"He was awake a long time before he remembered his heart was
broken." That quote reminds me of my own country. It took the
United States a long time before we realized the pain and
suffering drug abuse was causing our young people. These
speakers know very well the heartbreak that drugs create, but
thevy also know the cure -- commitment.

-~ Every message we heard today was about commitment --
from parents, from communities, from the government, from the
individual. and from hearing the discussions, your commitment to
the children of vour own nations was clear, too. Joan Rrann
said something earlier that struck me as the very essence of why
we're here and whv we care., <he said, "Fvery child comes with

the message that God i3 not yet discouraged of man."
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-- Well, neither should we mortals be discouraged. We
simply need to tap the reservoir of commitment that rests within
each of our nations. Tomorrow in Atlanta, we'll hear more about
the hazards of drugs to both the individual and society, but we'll
see something even more important -- the strength and warmth and
togetherness of parents determined to protect their children
from drug abuse. Let me again thank each of the First Ladies

for their participation. I look forward to seeing you all in

the morning.
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-- I'm so very happy to welcome you here to the White House
for this very historic meeting. I think we all agree we're here
for one reason -- the well-being of our children. The presence
of 18 First Ladies from around the globe says clearly that drugs
are a thréat to our children no matter where they live. Even if
nothing else were to be accomplished today and tomorrow, your
attendance has sent a message to people everywhere -- drugs are
maiming our children.

-- But in addition to focusing the world's attention on
drug abuse, we have another goal -- to share our experiences
and learn from them. We have paid a tremendous price for drug
abuse in the United States and you're starting to see the same
effects in your countries. This is an important time for us to
join together in looking at our common drug problem.

-— In my travels to learn about drug abuse, I've heard so
many painful stories, but they're not stories really -- they're
lives, flesh and blood realities. And the tragedies in
Cincinnati are no different than those in La Paz or Rome --
children are suffering.

~-—- But drugs aren't content tearing apart individuals and
families. Nations feel the effects as well. Drugs rip right
through the moral fiber of our countries. They twist values and

prevent others from developing. They distort economies, and they
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destroy that sense of belonging called patriotism or nationalism.
Because young people on drugs care for nothing -- not country,
not family, not even themselves -- nothing except drugs.

—-— This conference is a chance for us to compare and
trade ideas, and really, it's understanding that in the long run
will defeat drug abuse. As my husband said, even if you could
put police shoulder to shoulder along a border, this would not
stop the demand. The demand is coming from our people, especially
our young people who are searching for something within themselves.
This conference is also a search, a search for a common
understanding among nations of the drug problem, and that is why
I am so pleased that you have come. And now, I'd like to
introduce my teacher and guide in the field of drug abuse.
He is also deputy assistant to the President and Director of the
Office of Drug Abuse Policy, and he will be our moderafor today. ..

Dr. Carlton Turner.



