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(Parvin/AB)
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MRS. REAGAN: TO LOVE A CHILD PUBLISHER'S PARTY
NEW YORK, NEW YORK
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1982

" -- Thank you. Let e say how proud I am to have my name on
this book. Although when I look at what's selling I think we'd
do better if I took my name off and added Garfield the Cat's.
Since all the proceeds from the book go to the Foster Grandparent
Program, I've been out there promoting it the best I can. 1In
fact, the next time Ronnie gives a T.V. speech, I'm going to have

him hold up the book while he's talking.

-- But so many thanks are in order. I want to give special
thanks to my collaborator Jane Wilkie, to Grace Shaw of
Bobbs-Merrill, to my agent Bill Adler. And, of course, I want to
thank all the foster grandparents who made this book possible in
the first place. As I told a group of them at the White House
last week, even though they may not be individually mentioned in

the book, their spirit is in every word and chapter.

-— You know I often use quotes from the movies; I guess
because that is the life my husband and I originally knew. But
there's a passage from the movie, "All This and Heaven, Too"
where Bette Davis pretty much explains the success of the Foster
Grandparents Program. She said, "I came into your house, my dear
friend, and in your happiness you reached out your hand for help
and in my loneliness I took it. We have such a friendship that

is given to very few."



Page 2

-- Well, the friendship and love foster grandparents give
are no longer confined to just a few. There are now 18,000
grandparents and 54,000 kids. And I hope the royalties and
publ;city from this book will increase those numbers even
further. One last thiné, remember to tell everyone what a nice

Christmas present the book makes. How's that for a plug? Now

thank you again for coming.
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thank all the foster grandparents who made this book possible in
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