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Octobe. .., 1982
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MRS. REAGAN: TO LOVE A CHILD EVENT
OCTOBER 19, 1982

-- Frank, thank vou so much, that was beautiful. You know
whenever I need a little help Frank is always there. . .he's sort
of mv foster grandparent. But here is an applause line if I ever

A
heard one —-;ihe rovalties from the song you just heard, like the
rovalties from the book, weed all go to the Foster Grandparents
Program.
NN

—— Bw let me welcome all of you to the White House. I
don't think these grounds have ever held so much affection and
tenderness. But that is no surprise really. Everyone knows that
Foster Grandparents foster love. Some of you have probably read
the book Peter Pan to your grandchildren. The man who wrcte that
book, Sir James Barrie, once said something that I believe
captures the spirit and heart of Foster Grandparents. Perhaps it
should even be your motto, but he said, "Those who bring sunshine
to the lives of others cannot keep it from themselves.,"
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-- I think that describes vou perfectly. And while there
are thousands of stories to tell, let me tell you about one of
the grandparents in the book, Grandma Ruby. After her husband
died, Ruby was virtually paralyzed with grief. She lost
20 pounds and couldn't face food. She was helpless, not even /1
understanding how a checking account worked because her veter nad

always taken care of it. Her life was disintegrating. One day
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you. It is about your open-hearted love. Thank vou for caring

so much and thank you again for coming.





