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{PARVIN)

MRS. REAGAN: NORMANDY CEREMONY
JUNE 6, 1982

--I am deeply honored to be here in Normandy on this very
moving and emotional day. As I flew over the peaceful Normandy
countryside this morning, it was hard to imagine that 38 years
ago there was not calm, but violence. Sadly, many of those
who fought soon found calm in the rows of crosses and Stars of
David that stretch before us. Today we honor those whose

sacrifice is as lasting as the stone of this Memorial.

—-~Although the official ceremony is here, I can't help but
think of the private remembrahces and tears of those at home who've
lost a loved one on the beach below us. A mother who lost a
son, a wife who lost a husband, a chila'who lost a father--their
tender moménts today are a personal memorial to the individual

heroes of Normandy.

--We, on the other hand, can honor these heroes by speaking
of what their courage accomplished for freedom. A few days ago
in America we celebrated Memorial-Déy, a day when we honor those
who've died for our country. After my husband attended a
ceremony at Arlington--our national cemetary, the newspapers
carried a picture of him wiping a tear from his eye. 'That tear

was an entire nation's tear really, one that all Americans felt.






