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REMARKS FOR THE FIRST LADY 

AT THE HOBAN STAMP FIBST DAY ISSUE CEREMONY 

DRAFT/KK 

DATE: 

TIME: 

EVENT 

SEPTEMBER 29, 1981 

DELIVERY DATE 

DUE 

September 25, 1981 12 Noon 

Noon 

FINAL (TO PETER MCCOY) 

DATE: 

TIME: 

September 2s, 1981 

3:00 PM 

RECEIVED 

DATE: 9/18/81 

OFFICE: 

WRITER: Dana 

RESEARCHER: Julie 

NOTES: 



(Rohrabacher) 

MRS. REAGAN -- HOBAN STAMP CEREMONY 
SEPTEMBER 29, 1981 

September 23, 1981 

It is such a pleasure to be able to participate in 

honoring a fine man who contributed so much to the United 

States. This is a personal pleasure as well because we are, 

after all, paying homage to the man who designed the house 

in which my husband and I live. 

Having a husband who takes his Irish heritage seriously 

makes this an even more meaningful occasion. The Irish 

brought so many wonderful things to America, not the least 

of which were themselves. 

James Hoban didn't come to the United States until he was 

23 years old. He learned his craft in Ireland, and we can 

all be grateful that he then decided to put his talent to 

use here. 

Most people look at the White House as a place where 

the President entertains and does his work, but it is more 

than that. Perhaps it took someone from Ireland -- where 

home and family are so important -- to design a building 

that would serve such official purposes and still have the 

qualities of a home. 

Those of us who live here realize that we have a 

tremendous responsibility to maintain the dignity of this 

place. We never forget that this house, and everything in 
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it, belongs to all Americans -- all the Americans who have 

ever lived and all those who will live in the future. 

James Hoban knew this when he designed the building. 

He must have loved this country very much because he gave it 

such a magnificent gift. 

I thank you for allowing me to take part in this 

ceremony. We can all be thankful for our fine Capitol and 

grateful to men like James Hoban for what he did to make it 

so beautiful. 



(Rohrabache!:") 

MRS. REAGAN -- HOBAN STAMP CEREMONY 
SEPTEMBER 29, 1981 

September 22, 1981 
First Draft 

It is such a pleasure to be able to participate in 

~L~~~
5,t,.-~_<~/~honoring a fine ~w~conti.1_buted hlr'-m1~}; t<€'&~ · utated 

·,,~- ~ ?- _, 
•~ Sta~es. This is a personal pleasure as well because we ·are; 

/'( . - ·- / -
~>f:~:~~-t~f;/'(:.. after all, paying hon(age 1:o the mah wfrb de~·;ned tlie:- h~e 

- , r--. -

-,-.,-----r"r-~inL which mu---husband .ind i 
__, 

live. t/13 V :f 

------

~ . 
Having a husband who 

\...- L-- L-- I...---- '-" -

takes his Irish heritage seriously 

makes this an even more meaningful occasion. 
._-;-

The Irish 

--- --- ~ ~ (....-- --bro u g nt so-many wonderful things to America, not the least 

of which were themselves. 

;;;;. :~~·;J - v.llf Ja~~hob%- dfcf€1,., t co~Ao.:.:::~--~nrf:a. stiEes ti~ h~ 

;..:-_,c /~J_ 
~1~;. lfl'., - : J5 -can all be grateful that ~th~- decNed to'-paf h~-ta'rent 

~~o 

'\__)ff -e 5 3 

/ H, s) /•..1 a. .Ciu J: 
: unr ".·-...r,, _f-9 

~ -use -1f€re. 

- Mo~t -peo~e i~ lffii te ~use as a pf.ice ~re 

the iresident ent~ains and do~~hi~wdFk~ but it is more 

than that. 
L--- .,____..., ,___-.:-- L---

Perhaps it took someone from Ireland -- where 

ho~e and fillnily ar~so i~ortant -- to design a building 

that would serve such official purposes and still have the 

qualities of a home. 

Those of us who live here realize that we have a 

tremendous responsibility to maintain the dignity of this 

place. '/ :.__...---' \.---' .._.-- -- ----We never forget that this house, and everything in it, 

- · L,, - L .,____....---belongs to all Americans -- all the Americans who have ever 

lived and all those who will live in the future. 
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~ 1....,-'"'" L..----- I..--'. ,__.... ......- -- L.- ...../' 

James Hoban knew this when he designed the building. 

He must have loved this country very much because he gave it 

such a magnificent gift. 

I thank you for allowing me to take part in this 

-+r""-~;.u_ e-ur- t"~- :.SC-, . 0 -p.31 ceremony. We can all be s-•-e@f--u1 for .t±m: fin' apitol ioiWliliiiSi-=--- ~ ' 

"='1'7 Laue and grateful to men like Jarn~~ifii~ for wh~ht'di~-t~
.._..c;::_ ... ·a--.·; i_.:.,..-::.~:. ~-

make it so beautiful. 



(Rohrabacher) 

MRS. REAGAN -- HOBAN STAMP CEREMONY 
SEPTEMBER 29, 1981 

September 22, 1981 
First Draft 

It is such a pleasure to be able to participate in 

honoring a fine man who contributed so much to the United 

States. This is a personal pleasure as well because we are, 

after all, paying homage to the man who designed the house 

in which my husband and I live. 

Having a husband who takes his Irish heritage seriously 

makes this an even more meaningful occasion. The Irish 

brought so many wonderful things to America, not the least 

of which were themselves. 

James Hoban didn't come to the United States till he 

was 23 years old. He learned his craft in Ireland, and we 

can all be grateful that he then decided to put his talent 

to use here. 

Most people look at the White House as a place where 

the President entertains and does his work, but it is more 

than that. Perhaps it took someone from Ireland -- where 

home and family are so important -- to design a building 

that would serve such official purposes and still have the 

qualities of a home. 

Those of us who live here realize that we have a 

tremendous responsibility to maintain the dignity of this 

place. We never forget that this house, and everything in it, 

belongs to all Americans -- all the Americans who have ever 

lived and all those who will live in the future. 
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James Hoban knew this when he designed the building. 

He must have loved this country very much because he gave it 

such a magnificent gift. 

I thank you for allowing me to take part in this 

ceremony. We can all be grateful for the fine Capitol we 

have and grateful to men like James Hoban for what he did to 

make it so beautiful. 



(Rohrabacher) 

MRS. REAGAN -- HOBAN STAMP CEREMONY 

September 22, 1981 
First Draft 

It is such a pleasure to be able to participate in 

honoring a fine man who contributed so much to the United 

States. This is a personal pleasure as well because we 

areJafter all, paying homage to the man who designed the 

house in which my husband and I live. 

Having a husband who takes his Irish heritage seriously 

makes this an even more meaningful occasion. The Irish 

brought so many wonderful things to America, not the least 

of which were themselves. 

James Hoban didn't come to the United States till he 

was 23 years old. He learned his craft in Ireland, and we 

can all be grateful that he then decided to put his talent 

to use here. 

Most people look at the White House as a place where 

the President entertains and does his work, but it is more 

than that. Perhaps it took someone from Ireland -- where 

home and family are so important -- to design a building 

that would serve such official purposes and still have the 

qualities of a home. 

Those of us who live here realize that we have a 

tremendous responsibility to maintain the dignity of this 
~vt.,...y-.l.,li,-..,,') ,·,. ,·y 

place. We never forget that this hous~(oelongs to all 

Americans -- all the Americans who have ever lived and all 

those who will live in the future. 



lRohrabacher) 

MRS. REAGAN -- HOBAN STAMP CEREMONY 

September 22, 1981 
Working Draft 

It is such a pleasure to be able to participate in honoring 

a fine man who contributed so m~c? to the United States. 
~+c_,.,-- 'ot.c~s e.. J 

This is a personal pleasure at! _,eli ·a-s '$,ar L of my-job 
,.,,..k,...."" I).__ 

ae; First 1.ady , A-f Lcr all, IRJ<la:r we ar~ paying homage to the 

man who designed the house in which my husband and I live. 

Having a husband who takes his Irish heritage seriously 

makes this an even more meaningful occasion. The Irish 

brought so many wonderful things wi'ththem to America, not 

the least of which were themselves. 

James Hoban didn't come to the United States till he 

was 23 years old. He learned his craft in Ireland, and we 

can all be grateful that he then decided to put his talent 

to use here. 

Most people look at the White House as a place where 

the President entertains and does his work, but it is more 

than that. Perhaps it took someone from Ireland -- where 
'--

home and family are so important -- to design a building that 

would serve such official purposes and still have the qualities 

of a home. 

Those of us who livel here realize that we have a 
'----- -

tremendous responsibility to maintain the dignity of this 

" , 

place. We never forget that btiis house belongs to all Americans X 
all the Americans who have ever lived and all those who will 

live/ in the future. 
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~ '( James Hoban kll,f)w this when he designed the building. 

He must have loved this country very much because he gave 

it such a magnificent gift. 

I thank you for allowing me to take part in this 

ceremony. We can all be grateful for the fine Capitol we 

have and grateful to men like James Hoban for what he did 

to make it so beautiful. 



,., ; -. e ~-.; A,./-,,, 

~JJ~ StAj"o\ p ;-,-
<:.. C..'"'(<"'-.,l .;,J )' 

Gt is such a pleasure to be able to participate in honoring a fine 

man who contributed so mudl to the United States. This is a personal 

pleasure as well as a fttn~ien- part of my job as first lady. After all, 
,--._ p-...jl ~ •r-v ~ ' I • , 

today we are a.elenr '9i WiHg=due:=ca:-ed4. t to the man who designed the house '" ""''' • ·• 
h' .J e . 

my husband and I~>Wi :irR. 

~ving a husband who takes his Irish heritage seriously makes this 

an even more meaningful occasion. The Irish brought so many wonderful things 

r--::-. with them to America, not the least of which w~s ObcF were themselves. 

James Hoban didn't come to the United States till he was 23 years 

old. He learned his craft in Ireland and we can 

deciced to put his talent to use here. 

Most people look at the White House as a 
I"'\ • r- t +"-"'-... K ,.,_ +

all be grateful that he then 

~~<.1. \,,I"'',..,_~ ~:~-t-,; ""'~'~i ... t 
I ~t .,. , 5,' ~ 4 "'-_--l cl~ tr".- r,~., :' 
11:i. 9 &if iee:E.h-qj;};d:iiig. But , ,, , s 

alon ~ ••-tn-- i"SIEd • a pl-eaen~ place. Perhaps it took an-~rishl'l\an-~e-desi~n-

~ttaii~ie9-e£-a-neme~-Heme-a£-- some one from Ireland--where home and family 

are so important--to design a building that ~ould serve such 
a .... J.. 

ac;i offical purpose,<.>~ still-~ have the _qualities of a home. 
S ~.0 il c:. ... s:J b ,...._exr ~ e, 

Those of us whd.'five h~re;.realize th we have tremenqous responsibility 
tv-t. "'•"l" ..P~t-J .. 4- ~c.d· 1~,s 1'fl""S • 

to maintain the dignity of this place. A-:f.t.er-al.1-it may- be oux: homt:,-but it 
Pr r--, "t ov,,....r - -

belongs to all 1~eop-le aRd-more than-~hae i~ beleng!t--~all the Americans 

who have ever lived and all those who will live in the future. 

James Hoban m~~nde:.s.t:.ee-- knew this when he designed the 

building. He must have loved this coutnry very much becuase he gave it 

such a magnificent gift. He-ffltt- r know he loved Ireland itt9~-a!!-mtten-

eee-- t-oo, becuase someone told be this house was once-paifl-~--green-bef are 

the 7rri--e-t"sh burned" it. 



I thi~nk you for allowing me to take part in this ceremony. We can 

all be grateful for the fine Capitol we have and grateful to men like 

James Hoban for what he did to make it so beautiful. 



I: (Rohrabacher) 
.\t 

MRS. REAGAN -- HOBAN STAMP CEREMONY 
SEPTEMBER 29, 1981 

September 22, 1981 
First Draft 

It is 

~ ~ -hr.v~frp\ . 

such a pleasure to be able to participate in 

fine Kw~ cont?ibuted ms,- m&ai -t~-~ -- ufi:ffed fJ 1 ._. ., p nonoring a 

q43 Sta~s. This is a personal pleasure as well because #afi; 

~o/1_/;~df_;~•ff af i€r a:11., pa~~g ho~ge fo 6ie nrrn . whb de~ned tfte· h'6irlie 
.. -o /' ~ - - ·~ (..._,., ·., .... '"'o" in whtch nfy-'husband a1l'd I live. fil,3 · 

.,,.,.--- ~ L--- .__ .__..... I..--- ...... -
Having a husband wno takes his Irish heritage seriously 

maltes this an even more meaningful occasion. The Ir~ 

.~ I..-- -- ....-- -- (..-- ---brougnc so many wonderful things to America, not the least 

of which were themselves. ---l1"A~iCM1(.( • v.l'f \...0 t.42_ ~ ~ ·,:s::.~_., ;:::? ~ c- ~ ~ 
p2ss- Jam~oban aian-Y t come to tne United States till he 

r ~· - _
160 

~~iefc?rs <o?d. He lear~d hf'i- cr'tftt i'if'Ire~d, and we 
(.G,i.~.l. ,1J1, D '4S- __. ,.... __ -~ ~- !-0,....~ _._...._.._ . ~ ~.'HJJ vu can all be grateful that ~ then decided to pUt h!s· taJ.ent 

@-~e. 

- M~peo~ 1~ ~i te lfouse as a pffue Sre're 

the ~esident ent~ains and a.o'Ps hi~w~, but it is more 

Perhaps it took someo~ fr6"m Iref'and -- wh~e 

ho~~ and ~ily ar~o i'ii;ortant -- to design a building 

that would serve such official purposes and still have the 

qualities of a home. 

Those of us who live here realize that we have a 

tremendous responsibility to maintain the dignity of this 

place. V l..,.,""'" ~ ------ • .....- '--"'"" We never forget that this house, and everything in it, 

-- ~ I..-- ~ belongs to all Americans -- all the Americans who have.ever 

lived and all those who will live in the future. 

? 
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\..,,""'"''--"'"'"L,..,---\...--""''--'"~~'-- ..,./ 

James Hoban knew this when he designed the building. 

He must have loved this country very much because he gave it 

such a magnificent gift. 

I thank you for allowing me to take part in this 
~ ~ ~ oz zze,'lj 

ceremony. We can all be ~-••efal for J:m:fin~a~itol •H~a..-- ,/'\-
,._~ c>--,,,,,.,,:_....J--2-. 

•1Cl!!IP:::ai••eec•and grateful to men like Jam'e's Honan for what he did to 

t1~~ m~t~~l!tiful. 



(Rohrabacher) 

MRS. REAGAN -- HOBAN STAMP CEREMONY 
SEPTEMBER 29, 1981 

September 22, 1981 
First Draft 

It is such a pleasure to be able to participate in 

honoring a fine man who contributed so much to the United 

States. This is a personal pleasure as well because we are, 

after all, paying homage to the man who designed the house 

in which my husband and I live. 

Having a husband who takes his Irish heritage seriously 

makes this an even more meaningful occasion. The Irish 

brought so many wonderful things to America, not the least 

of which were themselves. 

James Hoban didn't come to the United States till he 

was 23 years old. He learned his craft in Ireland, and we 

can all be grateful that he then decided to put his talent 

to use here. 

Most people look at the White House as a place where 

the President entertains and does his work, but it is more 

than that. Perhaps it took someone from Ireland -- where 

home and family are so important -- to design a building 

that would serve such official purposes and still have the 

qualities of a home. 

Those of us who live here realize that we have a 

tremendous responsibility to maintain the dignity of this 

place. We never forget that this house, and everything in it, 

belongs to all Americans -- all the Americans who have ever 

lived and all those who will live in the future. 
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James Hoban knew this when he designed the building. 

He must have loved this country very much because he gave it 

such a magnificent gift. 

I thank you for allowing me to take part in this 

ceremony. We can all be grateful for the fine Capitol we 

have and grateful to men like James Hoban for what he did to 

make it so beautiful. 



(Rohrabacher) 

MRS. REAGAN -- HOBAN STAMP CEREMONY 

September 22, 1981 
First Draft 

It is such a pleasure to be able to participate in 

honoring a fine man who contributed so much to the United 

States. This is a personal pleasure as well because we 

areJafter all, paying homage to the man who designed the 

house in which my husband and I live. 

Having a husband who takes his Irish heritage seriously 

makes this an even more meaningful occasion. The Irish 

brought so many wonderful things to America, not the least 

of which were themselves. 

James Hoban didn't come to the United States till he 

was 23 years old. He learned his craft in Ireland, and we 

can all be grateful that he then decided to put his talent 

to use here. 

Most people look at the White House as a place where 

the President entertains and does his work, but it is more 

than that. Perhaps it took someone from Ireland -- where 

home and family are so important -- to design a building 

that would serve such official purposes and still have the 

qualities of a home. 

Those of us who live here realize that we have a 

tremendous responsibility to mai tain the dignity of this 
l>\"J ~Vt.r-';'/J.~,-,,_ ~ ,·,_ ,·y 

place. We never forget that this hous rEielongs to all 

Americans -- all the Americans who have ever lived and all 

those who will live in the future. 



(Rohrabacher) 

MRS. REAGAN -- HOBAN STAMP CEREMONY 

September 22, 1981 
Working Draft 

It is such a pleasure to be able to participate in honoring 

a fine man who contributed so m~c~ to the United States. 
'-/ r " • 'ot. C °"'-'Se.., 

This is a personal pleasure ~~i a.s ~art of my- job 
,.._,-1.H. "'- I \ ._ 

a s Firs t b~dy • Mter all , l!b~a:r we ar~ paying homage to the 

man who designed the house in which my husband and I live. 

Having a husband who takes his Irish heritage seriously 

makes this an even more meaningful occasion. The Irish 

brought so many wonderful things wi~ m to America, not 

the least of which were themselves. 

James Hoban didn't come to the United States till he 

was 23 years old. He learned his craft in Ireland, and we 

can all be grateful that he then decided to put his talent 

to use here. 

Most people look at the White House as a place where 

the President entertains and does his work, but it is more 

than that. Perhaps it took some one from Ireland -- where 
'-' 

home and family are so important -- to design a building that 

would serve such official purposes and still have the qualities 

of a home. 

Those of us who live~ here realize that we have a 

tremendous responsibility to maintain the dignity of this 

place. We never forget that bdis house belongs to all Americans 

all the Americans who have ever lived and all those who will 

livef in the future. 
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~ 
James Hoban k~w this when he designed the building. 

He must have loved this country very much because he gave 

it such a magnificent gift. 

I thank you for allowing me to take part in this 

ceremony. We can all be grateful for the fine Capitol we 

have and grateful to men like James Hoban for what he did 

to make it so beautiful. 



Mf<.l e~A,.A, 
~fl~ S-7"A~ {) f1111r 

<:.. l'"l(~ N )' 

G t is such a pleasure to be able to participate in honoring a fine 

man who contributed so much to the United States. This is a personal 

pleasure as well as 6\ fantion part of my job as first lady. After all, 
c---, p-...y ~ • .,.. 'V ' 

today we are ae.....= ~to b ig d e , ::c: o.ii t to the man who designed the house 1'" ""'"'C" 
h\Je, 

my husband and Ivr~ N . 

~ ving a husband who takes his Irish heritage seriously makes this 

an even more meaningful occasion. The Irish brought so many wonderful things 

with them to America, not the least of which ,s;;;;;; were themselves. 

James Hoban didn't come to the United States till he was 23 years 

old. He learned his craft in Ireland and we can 

deciced to put his talent to use here. 

Most ~eople look at the White House as a 
/"lo\ • (' t +"--...... +-"- .... " 

a: 10119 ,ri.w,n - i ; i I a plea.ell:'\t pliiice. Perhaps it took e.fl-f:f':i:shffle.ft-~e-ees:i:~fl-

~tle.!:i:~:i:es-ef-e.-heffle~-Heffle-e.f-- some one from Ireland--where home and family 

are so important--to design a building that c@u18 !&M+@~ould serve such 
C(l',.J. 

~ offical purpose "-'fP:E still-~ have the 
s ~ i 

Those of us who~ ive. her . h h e, d 'b'l' realize ta we ave tremen ous responsi i ity 
W.e. "•"'t" .Pl),-_,t.+ t-~'4+ -/t,,·r "'-t1~s,. 

place. Mter al l it may be oar home, 13\J t it to maintain the dignity of this 
A I-'- -t r- t c.,v....r - -

belongs to all ~ Q ~ee~le and more than that :i:t belefig~ -eo all the Americans 

who have ever lived and all those who will live in the future. 

James Hoban m~s~ A8¥e UA&8=stee-- knew this when he designed the 

building. He must have loved this coutnry very much becuase he gave it 

such a magnificent gift. He-ffltl- :r know h e l oved Ireland jus"l!a @e Mt2.eh-

eee-- --eoo , becuase someone t o ld be thi s ho ns e wa s onoe painte d green b e fa re 

the -British b urned it. 



I th£ ank you for allowing me to take part in this ceremony. We can 

all be grateful for the fine Capitol we have and grateful to men like 

James Hoban for what he did to make it so beautiful. 


