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(Gilder/ARD) 
April 29, 1988 
6:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS 
IN THE u.s.s.R. 
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 1988 

Thank you. Thank you all · very much and welcome to the East 

Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: Presidents, 

diplomats, world statesmen, but none more important, none of 

"'-- greater faith and moral courag7 than these four men we are 

honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Reverend Matveiuk, 

Mykola Rudenko, and Josef Begun: I promise that the witness of 

faith you have brought here today will not be confined within 

these four walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I 

will carry it in my heart, and I will speak it on my lips, when I ­

travel to the Soviet Union at the end of this month to meet with 

General Secretary Gorbachev. 

As I have in the past, I will make it clear to him that a 

new policy of tolerance and freedom for religious practice inside 

the Soviet Union would be one of the most important signs of real 

change, and would remove one of the greatest obstacles to 

improved relations between our two nations. And I will say to 

him that the most fitting way to mark the millennium of 

Christianity in Kiev Rus would be to release all religious 

prisoners and prisoners of conscience -- and to grant all the 

peoples and creeds of the Soviet Union the right to worship their 

God, free from fear, harassment, and interference. 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about the 

first signs of progress: The presence of these four men here 
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today is testimony to the fact that our witness, here in the 

West, can have an impact. Some of the more well-known religious 

prisoners and dissidents have been allowed to emigrate. Some 

churches are allowed to organize and file for recognition and, 

~ recentl}; the Soviets have said they will allow a printing of 

Russian language Bibles. 

These are encouraging signs, and we welcome them. But they 

are, as yet, only signs. Some religious dissidents have been 

released, but many more still languish in Soviet jails and labor 

camps, enduring terrible privations, even torture, because they 

refuse to renounce their belief. Over 100 of these brave souls 

are known to us by name, but obervers such as Natan Sharansky 

estimate that the total number of religious prisoners is much 

higher. 

While some new churches are being built: and others, mostly 
{ G,~ ~ 

Russian Orthodox, have been allowed to open, many other 

congregations are still denied recognition, and therefore 
~rcA" L 

legality. The Ukrainian Catholic (\_- the Uniate 1hurch --

is still outlawed and persecuted. Churches and other religious ,,,.-
/"-- shrines -- especially in Ukraine~ontinue to be demolished. 

~ Today, bec~se of harrassment by the K.G.B., Ukrai~ Catholics 

'{____ must hold l!ass secretly in the woods. 

Religious instruction of children outside the home -- Sunday 

schools, Hebrew schools, or even confirmation classes -- and the 

production of religious study material are all still illegal 

activities. Many Catholic religious orders are banned, while 

Russian Orthodox communities are so restricted that there are 



- 3 -

only aprroxiamtely 20 monasteries and convents -- this compares 

to 1200 before the Revolution. And about those Bibles: The 
~ 

authorities have promised to print 100,000 copies -- for a 

country of 280 million people. Some say one will cost ~ (9200 ruble~ -- a month's salary for the average Soviet. And) we've 

heard latly that there is a "paper shortage''._i ~ those 

100,000 may not be printed. 

So while we welcome every positive step_.,taken by the Soviet 

authorities -- we must at the same time make it clear that this 

is just a beginning. Bibles should not be collector's items and 

a fresh coat of paint does not constitute religious liberty. 

Let me also say, in particular, that the plight of Soviet 

Jews is one that has taken up much of our official time -- and is 

very close to my heart. The world watches, waits, and hopes. It 

is time to open the doors fully to emigration for those who want 

to leav., and to full freedom of worship for all who stay. 

must be no restrictions on anybody to teach, practice, or 

propagate their religion. 

There 

Lenin predicted that once the grandmothers died, nobody 

would remember that there had been a church in Russia. Religion, 

he believed, would become an historical relic, confined 

exclusively to museums of atheism. That isn't the way things 

have turned out. The church in Russia is still full of 

grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they 

are being joined in increasing numbers by the younger generation, 

disillusioned by the atheistic state, longing to satisfy that 

need, that hunger that no man-made institution can ever fulfill. 
) 
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It seems today that it is the philosophy of materialism -- a 

philosophy that in practice can't even deliver the material 

goods -- that is the relic that will wither away and be 

forgotten, or perhaps some day be confined to a museum. 

Even under the present state of persecution, roughly 

90 million people in the Soviet Union -- or nearly a third of the 

population -- proclaim some form of belief in God. That 

overwhelms the 19 million Soviet citizens who are members of the 

Communist party. And one wonders: For how many of them is 

Marxism really conviction rather than convenience, a means simply 

for advancement? 

It is not surprising that totalitarian societies treat 

religion as an enemy. Revolutions devoted to reshaping man as if 

he were so much clay must deny one of the most basic teachings of 

f - Judeo-Christian belief -- thaj after God shaped Adam from dust, 

He breathed into him the divine principle of life. 

\)-- There's a wonderful passage in ,B,_,octor Zhiva~o, in which 

Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the 

philosophy of materialism and the bloody revolution it has 

spawned. "··· when I hear people speak of reshaping life," he 

~ says, "I fall into despair.... People who can say that, '.I 'Iii 
have never understood a thing about life they have never felt 

its breath, its heartbeat .... They look on it as a lump of raw 

material that needs to be processed by them, to be ennobled by 

their touch. But life is never a material, a substance to be 

molded ... life is the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly 
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renewing and remaking and changing and transfiguring itself, it 

is infinitely beyond your or my obtuse theories about it." 

Infinitely beyond -- the history of the 20th century has too 

often been brutal and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson 

that should fill our hearts with hope and joy -- for we have 

found that the more religion is oppressed, the greater the 

attempt to extinguish that life principle, that divine spark, the 

more fiercely it glows. 

The testimony of the gulags is one of suffering, yes, but it 

is also one of transcendence, devotion, and sanctity. Even 

conversion. We think of Alexander Solzhenitzyn's famous prison 

conversion; and the case of the Soviet psychiatrist, Anatoli 

Koryagin -- recently released after serving 6 years for exposing 

the abuse of psychiatry in the Soviet Union, he sought baptism as 

soon as he arrived in the West. 

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind us 

of the early Christian martyrs -- such as that of Anna Chertkova, 

recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric 

hospital since 1973, for no other crime than her faith. Confined 

in a general ward with mentally disturbed patients, she was 

injected with a psychotropic drug that caused uncontrollable 

tremors in her jaw that later spread to her whole body. several 

times she was called before the authorities who told her: "Deny 

God and you will go home tomorrow," but Anna refused, saying "I 

walk with Jesus. He is my defender." 

~ Or Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, or/dained in a Soviet labor 

camp where he spent 10 years for protesting the Soviet annexation 
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V_ o!_ Lithuania. Rearrested in 1958, th,!£' in 1978, he has spent 

// -----;_8 years in prison and, t/ough he is very ill, is not scheduled 

~ o be released until 1990. Still, Father Svarinskas told a 

friend, "the K.G.B. is itchi~g to get rid of me, but what can 

they do? Shut me up in prison? Priests are needed there, also. 

Hang me? I would be closer to heaven. Most of all, we need 

martyrs. Ideals that people die for do not die." 

Or Sigitas Tamkevicius, imprisoned for, among other things, 

organizing a Christmas party for children. Or Bishop Julijonas 

Steponavicius, in internal exile since 1961 for refusing to 

collaborate with the authorities. Or Vladimir Rusak, a Russian 
r 

Orthodox deacon, arrested in 1986 for writing about the history 

of his church's cooperation with the Soviet government -- he 

isn't due to be released until 1993. or the Baptist minister, 

Nikolai Boiko, first arrested in 1968. At 65 he suffers from 

heart disease and wonders if he will ever return to his wife and 

8 children. 

How many Christian martyrs, how many saints, have been 

swallowed by the sy~t.em, unknown but to God, how many men and 

women have had ~~r faith tested, seemingly beyond human 
/ 

endurance. 

But in the crucible of pain, the faith of the peoples of the 

Soviet Union is becoming pure and hard -- and unbreakable. As 

Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt; as the early 

Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted an 

empire; we must pray that the millennium of Christianity in 

Kiev Rus will mean freedom -- complete and uncompromised 
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freedom -- for the faithful in Russia, Ukraine, the Baltic 

States, and all the regions of the Soviet Union. 

And if we pray, we might want to use the words of the 

22nd Psalm: 

In Thee our fathers trusted; 

They trusted, and Thou 

didst deliver them. 

To Thee they cried out, and 

were delivered; 

In Thee they trusted, and 

were not disappointed 

Thank you all very much and God bless you. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS 
IN THE U.S.S.R. 
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 1988 

Thank you. Thank you all very much and welcome to the East 

Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: Presidents, 

diplomats, world statesmen, but none more important, none of 

greater faith and moral courage than these four men we are 

honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Reverf nd Matveiuk, 

Mykola Rudenko, and Josef Begun: I promise that the witness of 

faith you have brought here today will not be confined within 

these four walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I 

will carry it in my heart, and I will speak it on my lips, when I 

travel to the Soviet Union at the end of this month to meet with 

General Secretary Gorbachev. 
O!... I"'\ e \.<..J 

As I have in the past, I will make it clear to him that t:he 
p,1; ':'-1 oC ,+c, 1~.--ec "'~ ard. +}~•o"" ~-v- ..,-e.f i ,iou~ f)rAL...,._ic.#!.-

een~1nuing persecution or r e liEJ .i.oR ~nside the Soviet Union /d, •re-a,,.~ 
v1ou1J 'k,e... o.,..,e ~ "th~ n"'b6-r ·,""pov"-h;n4 ~1"~ 4~ ~eA.-1 C--'4-"-"5~, ard wou 

Femains one of the greatest obstacles to improved relations 

between our two nations. And I will say to him that the most 

fitting way to mark the millennium of Christianity in Kiev- Rus 
...\'t> 

would be 1ia! release 

conscience 
¥ 

and/\grant 

tao creed& of the Soviet 

all religious prisoners and prisoners of 
~ t"\ J.. e r~5 

all the peoples and a l l 
-the. r~-, ~ 1-

Union Ato worship their God, free from 

fear, harassment, and interference. 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about the 

first signs of progress: The presence of these four men here 

today is testimony to the fact that our witness, here in the 
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West, can have an impac~ on the &01.rie t &¥stem . Some of the more 

well-known religiou~ prisoners and dissidents have been allowed 

to emigrate. Some churches are allowed to organize and file fo~ -It--. 
(""ec.e,I\ +I~] \--..tv ~ SQ I J. "{ 

recognitionY an for the lirst time in yearc 7 the Soviets -are 

I ~ o._ <>~ 
al 0 printing l\Russian language Bibles. . ,e,(~~• 

/\ o,rJ- wt, 1.41 

These are encouraging signs /' ~ t ther ar:, as ye only signs. 

-Waa:t we ate lo&Jti ng tor uJt imat eJ y hi a willinEJneso te accept: 

, :r;:e aJ chall~e , r eal glas nest , when it come_::; te 11ta t ters o :f religion , 

Some religious dissidents have been released, but many more still 

languish in Soviet jails and labor camps, enduring terrible 

privations, even torture, because they refuse to renounce their 
Ove-r 10D 

belief. Aboet 400 of these brave souls are known to us by name, 
~ bllase.r"•~ ~ .. ~"" Q.S 

. "1 -. . 
but Aflffi::&.1::½- Sharansky estimate that the total number of 

·,s W'"'-CV\ k ','!>he-r · 
religious prisoners n0mbors at least: fi~e to six theY&an~ 

,-~.A.V Coll""~ \a~ r"'I".) \o~ I I+-, a t'\d.. o~~~ 
While some ft churches A e_c)st l y Russian Orthodox, have been 

~.\--"•\I 
allowed to open ; many other congregations areAdenied recognition, 

and therefore legality , eeu, ct..e:w!h t:he1 meet all the =etat:e 
u ll,~ ti i f'\0

1 'e>(\ - - "Yh~ uni a+~ ~ t'" e,,h - -
~~~5e meR~&, The Romai:t Catholic~ is still outlawed and 

~ Cr...,)..{r~ Q,~ o~ .,-.c., I ,4:,1 •~ 5k-ri ""e~ - - t...• ~~ ZI I~ i I""'\ 

\ persecutea.· cfreie sa-me time that a few-. ArtheEieK ohttreftes baye 
~ K'f'"C\. .11't\e.- a;ol"'\.+ ·,~u, -+-o ldc #-Molhs~~ , , .t , . 

1

been allewed te r eopen, oYe r __ Roman Catbolic oh0rehes 1 long 

~;:::::1-· ft'::Lb,/4;13 ddl!!:::::..::i'di~::-:~J f:;;1 ~~ 1, 
Rel gious inst ruction of childre r:" e ~ a:nie~ ~ st:'df\! gzoaps, ~ - f ~ 

LI. +- , 44?.. ho..,.. -., ~l. 
~~ <Si ""~, o-r t!-Alen c..o,...C:v-"""a..-1~<L.(~~sL~ , 

.t amdng Sunday schools / D.J::ael'[]cing · stributi · · :, · 
~~ pro~c.4-iOl"\ oC r~..li-srous. $k½ n,aJ,..,; ·,..> 
litel.'8:ture e~en p1.oviding eharH:able help for those iR 

1-l~""i 
p~ ison - are all stil l illegal activities. ~Catholic religious 

i"'~-s·,ZA 
orders are banned, while .~Orthodox communities are so restricted 

0
~ ~ '7\ ('f> t'O-.! ; -:t:t .Lt. r 'j :;_ D 

that there are eRly 'r monasteries and --1-Q. convent5\ And about 
\ 

~ -. s C b j,y\ pt=i ( 'f!! ~ 
+-o 12 Do bek°oY e.- --h~ 

O..e-vo I vt -h Drj , 
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those Bibles: 

copies -- for a 

t, ~~~ 
/:,0"' . \\ e,,b ,,. 

I, 
b"~ "';_..'Ill~:..,~~ 
1"1> a i,o r ta .,e-f' , 

The authorities have promised t int 100,oo~ ~o ✓ 
2~ ,~ 

country of 2:5:6, million people. And ~ we heard. lta~j 
that there is a "paper shortage" and even those 100,000 may not 

be printed. 

So while we welcome every positive step taken by the Soviet 

authorities -- we must at the same time make it clear that this 

is just a beginning. · Bibles should not be collector's items and 

a fresh coat of paint does not constitute religious liberty. 

Let me also say, in particular, that the plight of Soviet 

Jews is one that has taken up much of our official time -- and is 

very close to my heart. The world watches, waits, and hopes. It 
for- ~ose. ~ho l..A)Qf\-\- +o /~ 

is time to open the doors fully to emigration,A and to full 
rJ. wors6' ; p .Q,.r a.I~ l.<l\.\o 5"~ • 7lv:rc.. .,._L.t')4 b t'\O r-L-~+rh:.-H°"""'~ o~ 

freed om 1'- 1- -t'C:!~ H:-:t:---ra--:rt1:fM!li--~ r11:e,a-efh ractice ,c. -a-nd propagate ""Y't.>'IU} 
~y ~ ~ 

their religion. 

Lenin predicted that once the grandmothers died, nobody 

would remember that there had been a church in Russia. Religion, 

he believed, would become an historical relic, confined 

exclusively to museums of atheism. That isn't the way things 

have turned out. The church in Russia is still full of 

grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they 

are being joined in increasing numbers by the younger generation, 

disillusioned by the atheistic state, longing to satisfy that 

need, that hunger that no man-made institution can ever fulfill. 

It seems today that it is the philosophy of materialism -- a 

philosophy that in practice can't even deliver the material 

goods -- that is the relic that will wither away and be 

forgotten, or perhaps some day be confined to a museum. 
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Even under the present state of persecution, roughly 
qb '-t--

-¼&8 million people in the soviet Union -- or :Oe:'e1 
tsan a third of 

the population -- proclaim some form of belief in God. That 

a-eontrasts favorabl y to some Wes~rn na~ions , and overwhelms the 

19 million Soviet citizens who are members of the Communist 

party. And one wonders: · For how many of them is Marxism really 

conviction rather than convenience, a means simply for 
? 

advancement.-

It is not surprising that totalitarian societies treat 

religion as an enemy. Revolutions devoted to reshaping man as if 

.he, we~e so much clay must deny one of the most basic teachings of 
·(,{_L.:c, -eJtn~h~ ~ 

_re,lifj:i on -- that a ter God shaped Adam from dust, He breathed 

into him the divine principle of life. 

There's a wonderful passage in Doctor Zhivago, in which 

Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the 

philosophy of materialism and the bloody revolution it has 

spawned. }!f en I hear people speak of reshaping life," he says, 
~cf,,,.'"" 

"I f al 1 into despair. • . • People who~ say that) .....,. have never 
""'e~ 

understood a thing about life -- ave never felt its breat~ its 

heartbeat ••.• They look on it as a lump of raw material that 

needs to be processed by them, to be ennobled by their touch. 

But life is never a material, a substance to be molded ••• life is 

the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly renewing and 

remaking u, • t and changing and transfiguring itself, it is 

infinitely beyond y~ur or my obtuse theories about it." 

Infinitely beyond the history of the 20th century has too 

often been brutal and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson 
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,-.I-
r/\ 

that should fill our hearts with hope and joy_J for we have found 

that the more religion is oppressed
1

~ the greater the attempt to 

extinguish that life principle, that divine spar~ ~ the more 

fiercely it glows. 

The testimony of the gulags is one of suffering, yes, but it 

is also one of transcendence, devotion, and sanctity. Even 

conversion. We think of Alexander Solz itz 's famous prison 

conversion; and the case of the Soviet psychiatrist, Anatoli 

Koryagin -- recently released after serving 6 years for exposing 

the abuse of psychiatry in the Soviet Union) je sought baptism 

as soon as he arrived in the West. 

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind us 
(1.1.,~~cr'.( . --of the early Christian martyrsA -0lle suchA:h!r Anna Chertkova, 

recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric 

hospital since 1973, for no other crime than her faith. Confined 

in a general ward with mentally disturbed patients, she was 
a_ ~+ 

injected with~ psychotropic drug Sttlphazin which caused 

uncontrollable tremors in her jaw that later spread to her whole 

body. Several times she was called before the authorities who 

I told her: "Deny God and you will go home tomorrow," but Anna ! 
t 

refused, saying "I walk with Jesus. He is my defender." ~¥-i"'1~'>~ : 
'F-tLP-i>I 1,c,11 3 ' ,, c,~cl.,,.i f'l«.L "' o-- "C)•cA' L,.l,o< ~r ,,).\.UV '--f:t.r:,r:.y,«._ ~..J.:'tcn 1 • • • • Pr(>· cJ o.r,,~....,.,..ri Or
11

Alfonsas Svarinskas,,t a 62 yee:r old LJ-tln1aR1:aR priest:, Wft& v t..,·~ ~ 
~r,.,..,,,,.--t..J "" /qs-~ I /1,u-t,, •n /'f. l «-i l....a- k L.- I";, 6/ ~ , ,ll -s ! 

~ has spent 18 years in prison and1.riis ot scheduled to be released 

until 

i 

r 
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Or Sigitas Tamkevicius, imprisoned for, among other things, 

organizing a Christmas party for children. Or Bishop Julijonas 

Steponavicius, in internal exile since 1961 for refusing to 

collaborate with the authorities OA. the Baptist minister, 

Nikolai Boiko, first arrested in 1968. At 65 he suffers from 

heart disease and wonders if he will ever return to his wife and 

8 children. 

r Vladimir Rusak, a Russian Orthodox deacon, arrested in 
c.,r~+i "5 tcb0&.4+ ...-.,. l-\'1")~'j o-+ 

1986 for QEi~ioiziAg his church's cooperation with the Soviet 
~ "'c.. ·,.:sf"\'-+-

(___governmen~ --~~ du~ to be released until 1993. 

ound to petition the Soviet government to 

Ukraininian ed into the army and 

cleaning up the radioactive 

the 

How many Christian martyrs, how many saints, have been 
--lb 

swallowed by the system, unknown -t:e a ll but God, how many men and 

women r"" like A:1111a Qha!E'4!li&ilpa~ve had their faith tested, 

seemingly beyond human endurance. 

But in the crucible of pain, the faith of the peoples of the 

Soviet Union is becoming pure and hard -- and unbreakable. As 

Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt; as the early 

Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted an 

empire; we must pray that the millennium of Christianity in 

freedom 

ill mean freedom -- complete and ~ mpromised 

for the faithful in Russia, ~ Ukraine, the Baltic 

States, and all the regio of the Soviet Union. 

" 
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And if we pray, we might want to use the words of the 

22nd Psalm: 

In Thee our fathers trusted: 

They trusted, and Thou 

didst deliver them. 

To Thee they cried out, and 

were delivered: 

In Thee they trusted, and 

were not disappointed 

Thank you all very much and God bless you. 

~ 
I 
I 
! 
I 



,, 

CREED Priority Prisoners 

Janis' prison camp address: 

Janis Skudra 
618810 
Permskaya obl 
Chusovskoi raion 
P/0 Vsesvyatskaya· 
uchr. VS 389/35 
Soviet Union 

page 9 

FATHER ALFONSAS SVARINSKAS (BORN 1925) - LITHUANIA, USSR 

Father Alf 62 in a Soviet labor 
camp where he the Soviet 
annexation of worst 

no 

.• 
, 983, Father Svarinskas was sentenced to seven years in 

prison and three years of internal exile. His arrest sparked a 
dramatic protest in Lithuania, where 38,000 people signed 
petitions of protest to Andropov and nine believers asked to take 
his place in prison. 

This is taken _from a letter from Father · Svarinsk~s en route to 
pr t~oti.~.cJ;lat~~ _;rune 7, 1983: ·_;. 

"I left Vilnius May 27th at eight p.m. At nine a.m. Saturday, I 
was in Pskov. In the afternoon I was in the prison itself. 
Conditions here are terrible. There are very many people here, 
and I wound up in the cellar. My cell is dark, without flooring, 
and water seeps up from beneath, through the clay. The bedbugs, 
mosquitos, and fleas! Last Friday, I got to a cell on the third 
floor. It was dry there •••• on the train and in my cell, I am the 
only political prisoner, so the talk and profanity are horrible. 
Sometimes, you can not even pray. Those are terribly dehumanized 
individuals. Here I had some opportunity to speak about God. 
Yesterday, I met a Latvian student. He was sentenced for 
speculation to 2 1/2 years. I spoke about Christ. He is very 
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interested. It would be good for our atheists to see this crowd. 
Perhaps they would ungerstand where they are leading our people, 
to what terrible destruction •••• My spirits are evenly good. At 
this time I am taken up with the priesthood of Christ. From my 
heart, I repeat daily to the Lord, 'Fiat -- thy will be done!'" 

In 1987 Father Svarinskas was transferred 
investigation prison in Vilnius. -!.!H~e.....?w~a~s~,-!.!~:.::.:~~~ ~~~~=='= 
2rison camp after refusing to sign a st 
for his re 1g1ous ac 1v1t1es. 

Father Svarinskas' prison address: 

Father Alfonsas Svarinskas 
618263 p. Kuchino 
Chusovskogo r-n 
Permskoy obl. 
Ucrezdenie VS-389/36 
Soviet Union 

-~--
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Document No. ~ to I ~ ~ ~ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: _o_4_/_2_8 /_8_8 __ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 2:oo p.m. Friday 04/29/88 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS IN THE U.S. S. F 

(04/28 8:00 p.m. draft) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT • ~ HOBBS • • 
BAKER • ~ HOOLEY , • 
DUBERSTEIN • ~ KRANOWln ~ a---- • 
MILLER-OMB • • POWELL J ~ -"0 
BAUER O;JJ1J V. / 

o/ • RANGE a~\~ ic,/ • 
CRIBB Not'\t., IIY" • RISQUE ~ ~• 
CRIPPEN • • RYAN • • 
CULVAHOUSE c---- • SPRINKEL • • 
DAWSON OP ~ TUTTLE • • 
DONATELLI No~ ~ • DOLAN l:V"" 
FlnwATER • V FAULKNER • 
GRISCOM ~• • • 

REMARKS: 

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Tony Dolan 
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Thank you. Thank you all very much and welcome to the East 

Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: Presidents, 

diplomats, world statesmen, but none more important, none of 

greater faith and moral courage than these four men we are 

honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Reverand Matveiuk, 

Mykola Rudenko, and Josef Begun: I promise that the witness of 

faith you have brought here today will not be confined within 

these four walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I 

will carry it in my heart, and I will speak it on my lips, when I 

travel to the Soviet Union at the end of this month to meet with 

General Secretary Gorbachev. 

As I have in the past, I will make it clear to him that the 

continuing persecution of religion inside the Soviet Union 

remains one of the greatest obstacles to improved relations 

between our two nations. And I will say to him that the most 

fitting way to mark the millennium of Christianity in Kieven Rus 

would be the release of all religious prisoners and prisoners of 

conscience and granting the right of all the peoples and all 

the creeds of the Soviet Union to worship their God, free from 

fear, harassment, and interference. 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about the 

first signs of progress: The presence of these four men here 

today is testimony to the fact that our witness, here in the 
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West, can have an impact on the Soviet system. Some of the more 

well-known religious prisoners and dissidents have been allowed 

to emigrate. Some churches are allowed to organize and file for 

recognition, and for the first time in years, the Soviets are 

printing Russian language Bibles. 

These are encouraging signs, but they are as yet only signs. 

What we are looking for ultimately is a willingness to accept 

real change, real glasnost, when it comes to matters of religion. 

Some religious dissidents have been released, but many more still 

languish in Soviet jails and labor camps, enduring terrible 

privations, even torture, because they refuse to renounce their 

belief. About 400 of these brave souls are known to us by name, 

but Anatoli Sharansky estimates that the total number of 

religious prisoners numbers at least five to six thousand. 

While some churches, mostly Russian Orthodox, have been 

allowed to open, many other congregations are denied recognition, 

and therefore legality, even though they meet all the state 

requirements. The Roman Catholic Church is still outlawed and 

persecuted -- at the same time that a few Orthodox churches have 

been allowed to reopen, over Roman Catholic churches, long 

closed, have been demolished in the Ukraine. 

Religious instruction of children, organizing study groups, 

running Sunday schools, producing or distributing religious 

literature -- even providing charitable help for those in 

prison -- are all still illegal activities. Catholic religious 

orders are banned, while Orthodox communities are so restricted 

that there are only 7 monasteries and 10 convents. And about 
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those Bibles: The authorities have promised to print 100,000 

copies -- for a country of 250 million people. And now, we hear 

that there is a "paper shortage" and even those 100,000 may not 

be printed. 

So while we welcome every positive step taken by the Soviet 

authorities -- we must at the same time make it clear that this 

is just a beginning. Bibles should not be collector's items and 

a fresh coat of paint does not constitute religious liberty. 

Let me also say, in particular, that the plight of Soviet 

Jews is one that has taken up much of our official time -- and is 

very close to my heart. The world watches, waits, and hopes. It 

is time to open the doors fully to emigration and to full 

freedom for all faiths -- to teach, p~~ctice, and propagate 

their religion. 

Lenin predicted that once the grandmothers died, nobody 

would remember that there had been a church in Russia. Religion, 

he believed, would become an historical relic, confined 

exclusively to museums of atheism. That isn't the way things 
; 

have turned out. The church in Russia is still full of 

grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they 

are being joined in increasing numbers by the younger generation, 

disillusioned by the atheistic state, longing to satisfy that 

need, that hunger that no man-made institution can ever fulfill. 

It seems today that it is the philosophy of materialism -- a 

philosophy that in practice can't even deliver the material 

goods -- that is the relic that will wither away and be 

forgotten, or perhaps some day be confined to a museum. 
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Even under the present state of persecution, roughly 
-

100 million people in the soviet Union -- or more than a third of 

the population -- proclaim some form of belief in God. That 

contrasts favorably to some Western nations, and overwhelms the 

19 million Soviet citizens who are members of the Communist 

party. And one wonders: For how many of them is Marxism really 

conviction rather than convenience, a means simply for 

advancement. 

It is not surprising that totalitarian societies treat 

religion as an enemy. Revolutions devoted to reshaping man as if 

he were so much clay must deny one of the most basic teachings of 

religion -- that after God shaped Adam from dust, He breathed 

into him the divine principle of life. 

There's a wonderful passage in Doctor Zhivago, in which 

Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the 

philosophy of materialism and the bloody revolution it has 

spawned. "When I hear people speak of reshaping life," he says, 

"I fall into despair •••. People who say that they have never 
\. 

understood a thing about life -- have never felt its breath its 

heartbeat •••• They look on it as a lump of raw material that 

needs to be processed by them, to be ennobled by their touch. 

But life is never a material, a substance to be molded ••• life is 

the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly renewing and 

remaking itself and changing and transfiguring itself, it is 

infinitely beyond your or my obtuse theories about it." 

Infinitely beyond the history of the 20th century has too 

often been brutal and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson 
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that should fill our hearts with hope and joy, for we have found 

that the more religion is oppressed -- the greater the attempt to 

extinguish that life principle, that divine spark -- the more 

fiercely it glows. 

The testimony of the gulags is one of suffering, yes, but it 

is also one of transcendence, devotion, and sanctity. Even 

conversion. We think of Alexander Solzehnitzen's famous prison 

conversion; and the case of the Soviet psychiatrist, Anatoli 

Koryagin -- recently released after serving 6 years for exposing 

the abuse of psychiatry in the Soviet Union. He sought baptism 

as soon as he arrived in the West. 

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind us 

of the early Christian martyrs. One such is Anna Chertkova, 

recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric 

hospital since 1973, for no other crime than her faith. Confined 

in a general ward with mentally disturbed patients, she was 

injected with the psychotropic drug Sulphazin which caused 

un~ontrollable tremors in her jaw that later spread to her whole 

body. Several times she was called before the authorities who 

told her: "Deny God and you will go home tomorrow," but Anna 

refused, saying "I walk with Jesus. He is my defender." 

Or Alfonsas Svarinskas, a 62-year-old Lithuanian priest, who 

has spent 18 years in prison and is not scheduled to be released 

until 1990. He is gravely ill and has petitioned for permission 

to go abroad to recieve medical care -- so far, his petition has 

been denied. 
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Or Sigitas Tamkevicius, imprisoned for, among other things, 

organizing a Christmas party for children. Or Bishop Julijonas 

steponavicius, in internal exile since 1961 for refusing to 

collaborate with the authorities. Of the Baptist minister, 

Nikolai Boiko, first arrested in 1968. At 65 he suffers from 

heart disease and wonders if he will ever return to his wife and 

a children. 

or Vladimir Rusak, a Russian Orthodox deacon, arrested in 

1986 for criticizing his church's cooperation with . the Soviet 

government -- not due to be released until 1993. 

Or Bishop Mykhailo Hawryliw, who came out from the 

underground to petition the Soviet government to legalize the 

Ukraininian Catholic church. He was drafted into the army and 

served for 3 months -- cleaning up the radioactive contamination 

around the Chernobyl nuclear power plant. 

How many Christian martyrs, how many saints, have been 

swallowed by the system, unknown to all but God, how many men and 

women, like Anna Chertkova, have had their faith tested, 
i 

seemingly beyond human endurance. 

But in the crucible of pain, the faith of the peoples of the 

Soviet Union is becoming pure and hard -- and unbreakable. As 

Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt: as the early 

Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted an 

empire: we must pray that the millennium of Christianity in 

Kieven Rus will mean freedom -- complete and uncompromised 

freedom for the faithful in Russia, in the Ukraine, the Baltic 

States, and all the region of the Soviet Union. 
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And if we pray, we might want to use the words of the 

22nd Psalm: 

In Thee our fathers trusted; 

They trusted, and Thou 

didst deliver them. 

To Thee they cried out, and 

were delivered; 

In Thee they trusted, and 

were not disappointed 

Thank you all very much and God bless you. 
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Thank you. Thank you all very much and welcome to the East 

Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: Presidents, 

diplomats, world statesmen, but none more important, none of 

greater faith and moral courage than these four men we are 

honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Reverand Matveiuk, 

Mykola Rudenko, and Josef Begun: I promise that the witness of 

faith you have brought here today will not be confined within 

these four walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I 

will carry it in my heart, and I will speak it on my lips, when I 

travel to the Soviet Union at the end of this month to meet with 

General Secretary Gorbachev. 

As I have in the past, I will make it clear to him that the 

continuing persecution of religion inside the Soviet Union 

remains one of the greatest obstacles to improved relations 

between our two nations. And I will say to him that the most 

fitting way to mark the millennium of Christianity in Kieven Rus 

would be the release of all religious prisoners and prisoners of 

conscience and granting the right of all the peoples and all 

the creeds of the Soviet Union to worship their God, free from 

fear, harassment, and interference. 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about the 

first signs of progress: The presence of these four men here 

t?day is testimony to the fact that our witness, here in the 
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West, can have an impact on the Soviet system. Some of the more 

well-known religious prisoners and dissidents have been allowed 

to emigrate. Some churches are allowed to organize and file for 

recognition, and for the first time in years, the Soviets are 

printing Russian language Bibles. 

These are encouraging signs, but the~ are as yet only signs. 

What we are looking for ultimately is a willingness to accept 

real change, real glasnost, when it comes to matters of religion. 

Some religious dissidents have been release~, but many more still 

languish in Soviet jails and labor camps, enduring terrible 

privations, even torture, because they refuse to renounce their 

belief. About 400 of these brave souls are known to us by name, 

but Anatoli Sharansky estimates that the total number of 

religious prisoners numbers at least five to six thousand. 

While some churches, mostly Russian Orthodox, have been 

allowed to open, many other congregations are denied recognition, 

and therefore legality, even though they meet all the state 

requirements. The Roman Catholic Church is still outlawed and 

persecuted -- at the same time that a few Orthodox churches have 

been allowed to reopen, over Roman catholic churches, long 

closed, have been demolished in the Ukraine. 

Religious instruction of children, organizing study groups, 

running Sunday schools, producing or distributing religious 

literature -- even providing charitable help for those in 

prison -- are all still illegal activities. Catholic religious 

orders are banned, while Orthodox communities are so restricted 

that there are only 7 monasteries and 10 convents. And about 
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those Bibles: The authorities have promised to print 100,000 

copies -- for a country of 250 million people. And now, we hear 

that there is a "paper shortage" and even those 100,000 may not 

be printed. 

So while we welcome every positive step taken by the Soviet 

authorities -- we must at the same time make it clear that this 

is just a beginning. Bibles should not be collector's items and 

a fresh coat of paint does not constitute religious liberty. 

Let me also say, in particular, that the plight of Soviet 

Jews is one that has taken up much of our official time -- and is 

very close to my heart. The world watches, waits, and hopes. It 

is time to open the doors fully to emigration and to full 

freedom for all faiths -- co teach, practice, and propagate 

their religion. 

Lenin predicted that once the grandmothers died, nobody 

would remember that there had been a church in Russia. Religion, 

he believed, would become an historical relic, confined 

exclusively to museums of atheism. That isn't the way things 

have turned out. The church in Russia is still full of 

grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they 

are being joined in increasing numbers by the younger generation, 

disillusioned by the atheistic state, longing to satisfy that 

need, that hunger that no man-made institution can ever fulfill. 

It seems today that it is the philosophy of materialism -- a 

philosophy that in practice can't even deliver the material 

goods -- that is the relic that will wither away and be 

forgotten, or perhaps some day be confined to a museum. 
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Even under the present state of persecution, roughly 

100 million people in the Soviet Union -- or more than a third of 

the population -- proclaim some form of belief in God. That 

contrasts favorably to some Western nations, and overwhelms the 

19 million Soviet citizens who are members of the Communist 

party. And one wonders: For how many of them is Marxism really 

conviction rather than convenience, a means simply for 

advancement. 

It is not surprising that totalitarian societies treat 

religion as an enemy. Revolutions devoted to reshaping man as if 

he were so much clay must deny one of the most basic teachings of 

religion -- that after God shaped Adam from dust, He breathed 

into him the divine principle of life. 

There's a wonderful passage in Doctor Zhivago, in which 

Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the 

philosophy of materialism and the bloody revolution it has 

spawned. "When I hear people speak of reshaping life," he says, 

"I fall into despair .••. People who say that they have never 

understood a thing about life -- have never felt its breath its 

heartbeat .... They look on it as a lump of raw material that 

needs to be processed by them, to be ennobled by their touch. 

But life is never a material, a substance to be molded ••• life is 

the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly renewing and 

remaking itself and changing and transfiguring itself, it is 

infinitely beyond your or my obtuse theories about it." 

Infinitely beyond the history of the 20th century has too 

often been brutal and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson 
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that should fill our hearts with hope and joy, for we have found 

that the more religion is oppressed -- the greater the attempt to 

extinguish that life principle, that divine spark -- the more 

fiercely it glows. 

The testimony of the gulags is one of suffering, yes, but it 

is also one of transcendence, devotion, and sanctity. Even 

conversion. We think of Alexander Solzehnitzen's famous prison 

conversion; and the case of the Soviet psychiatrist, Anatoli 

Koryagin -- recently released after serving 6 years for exposing 

the abuse of psychiatry in the Soviet Union. He sought baptism 

as soon as he arrived in the West. 

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind us 

of the early Christian martyrs. One such is Anna Chertkova, 

recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric 

hospital since 1973, for no other crime than her faith. Confined 

in a general ward with mentally disturbed patients, she was 

injected with the psychotropic drug Sulphazin which caused 

uncontrollable tremors in her jaw that later spread to her whole 

body. Several times she was called before the authorities who 

told her: "Deny God and you will go home tomorrow," but Anna 

refused, saying "I walk with Jesus. He is my defender." 

Or Alfonsas svarinskas, a 62-year-old Lithuanian priest, who 

has spent 18 years in prison and is not scheduled to be released 

until 1990. He is gravely ill and has petitioned for permission 

to go abroad to recieve medical care -- so far, his petition has 

been denied. 
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or Sigitas Tamkevicius, imprisoned for, among other things, 

organizing a Christmas party for children. Or Bishop Julijonas 

steponavicius, in internal exile since 1961 for refusing to 

collaborate with the authorities. Of the Baptist minister, 

Nikolai Boiko, first arrested in 1968. At 65 he suffers from 

heart disease and wonders if he will ever return to his wife and 

8 children. 

or Vladimir Rusak, a Russian Orthodox deacon, arrested in 

1986 for criticizing his church's cooperation with the Soviet 

government -- not due to be released until 1993. 

Or Bishop Mykhailo Hawryliw, who came out from the 

underground to petition the Soviet government to legalize the 

Ukraininian Catholic church. He was drafted into the army and 

served for 3 months -- cleaning up the radioactive contamination 

around the Chernobyl nuclear power plant. 

How many Christian martyrs, how many saints, have been 

swallowed by the system, unknown to all but God, how many men and 

women, like Anna Chertkova, have had their faith tested, 

seemingly beyond human endurance. 

But in the crucible of pain, the faith of the peoples of the 
I 

Soviet Union is becoming pure and hard -- and unbreakable. As 

Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt; as the early 

Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted an 

empire; we must pray that the millennium of Christianity in 

Kieven Rus will mean freedom -- complete and uncompromised 

freedom for the faithful in Russia, in the Ukraine, the Baltic 

States, and all the region of the Soviet Union. 
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And if we pray, we might want to use the words of the 

22nd Psalm: 

In Thee our fathers trusted; 

They trusted, and Thou 

didst deliver them. 

To Thee they cried out, and 

were delivered; 

In Thee they trusted, and 

were not disappointed 

Thank you all very much and God bless you. 
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Thank you. Thank you all very much and welcome to the East 

Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: Presidents, 

diplomats, world statesmen, but none more important, none of 

greater faith and moral courage than these four men we are 

honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Reverand Matveiuk, 

Mykola Rudenko, and Josef Begun ·: I promise that the witness of 

faith you have brought here today will not be confined within 

these four walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I 

will carry it in my heart, and I will speak it on my lips, when I 

travel to the Soviet Union at the end of this month to meet with 

General Secretary Gorbachev. 

As I have in the past, I will make it clear to him that the 

continuing persecution of religion inside the Soviet Union 

remains one of the greatest obstacles to improved relations 

between our two nations. And I will say to him that the most 

fitting way to mark the millennium of Christianity in Kieven Rus 

would be the release of all religious prisoners and prisoners of 

conscience and granting the right of all the peoples and all 

the creeds of the Soviet Union to worship their God, free from 

fear, harassment, and interference. 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about the 

first signs of progress: The presence of these four men here 

today is testimony to the fact that our witness, here in the 
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West, can have an impact on the Soviet systea. Some of the more 

well-known religious prisoners and dissidents have been allowed 

to emigrate. Some churches are allowed to organize and file for 

recognition, and for the first time in years, the Soviets are 

printing Russian language Bibles. 

These are encouraging signs, but they are as yet only signs. 

What we are looking for ultimately is a willingness to accept 

real change, real glasnost, when it comes to matters of religion. 

Some religious dissidents have been released, but many more still 

languish in Soviet jails and labor camps, enduring terrible 

privations, even torture, because they refuse to renounce their 

belief. About 400 of these brave souls are known to us by name, 

but Anatoli Sharansky estimates that the total number of 

religious prisoners numbers at least five to six thousand. 

While some churches, mostly Russian Orthodox, have been 

allowed to open, many other congregations are denied recognition, 

and therefore legality, even though they meet all the state 

requirements. The Roman Catholic Church is still outlawed and 

persecuted -- at the same time that a few Orthodox churches have 

been allowed to reopen, over Roman Catholic churches, long 

closed, have been demolished in the Ukraine. 

Religious instruction of children, organizing study groups, 

running Sunday schools, producing or distributing religious 

literature -- even providing charitable help for those in 

prison -- are all still illegal activities. Catholic religious 

orders are banned, while orthodox communities are so restricted 

that there are only 7 monasteries and 10 convents. And about 
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those Bibles: The authorities have promised to print 100,000 

copies -- for a country of 250 million people. And now, we hear 

that there is a "paper shortage" and even those 100,000 may not 

be printed. 

so while we welcome every positive step taken by the soviet 

authorities -- we must at the same time make it clear that this 

is just a beginning. Bibles should not be collector's items and 

a fresh coat of paint does not constitute religious liberty. 

Let me also say, in particular, that the plight of Soviet 

Jews is one that has taken up much of our official time -- and is 

very close to my heart. The world watches, waits, and hopes. It 

is time to open the doors fully to emigration and to full 

freedom for all faiths -- to · teach, practice, and propagate 

their religion. 

Lenin predicted that once the grandmothers died, nobody 

would remember that there had been a church in Russia. Religion, 

he believed, would become an historical relic, confined 

exclusively to museums of atheism. That isn't the way things 

have turned out. The church in Russia is still full of 

grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they 

are being joined in increasing numbers by the younger generation, 

disillusioned by the atheistic state, longing to satisfy that 

need, that hunger that no man-made institution can ever fulfill. 

It seems today that it is the philosophy of materialism -- a 

philosophy that in practice can't even deliver the material 

goods -- that is the relic that will wither away and be 

forgotten, or perhaps some day be confined to a museum. 



Even under the present atate of persecution, roughly 

100 million people in the Soviet Union -- or more than a third of 

the population -- proclaim some form of belief in God. That 

contrasts favorably to some Western nations, and overwhelms the 

19 million Soviet citizens who are members of the Communist 

party. And one wonders: For how many of them is Marxism really 

conviction rather than convenience, a means simply for 

advancement. 

It is not surprising that totalitarian societies treat 

religion as an enemy. Revolutions devoted to reshaping man as if 

he were so much clay must deny one of the most basic teachings of 
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A r:elig-i&A -- that aftei::" God shaped Adam from dust, He breathed 

_, into him the divine principle of life. 

There's a wonderful passage in Doctor Zhivago, in which 

Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the 

philosophy of materialism and the bloody revolution it has 

spawned. "When I hear people speak of reshaping life," he says, 

"I fall into despair •••• People who say that they have never 
.. 

understood a thing about life -- have never felt its breath its 

heartbeat •••• They look on it as a lump of raw material that 

needs to be processed by them, to be ennobled by their touch. 

But life is never a material, a substance to be molded ••• life is 

the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly renewing and 

remaking itself and changing and transfiguring itself, it is 

infinitely beyond your or my obtuse theories about it." 

Infinitely beyond the history of the 20th century has too 

often been brutal and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson 
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that should till our hearts with hope and joy, tor we have found 

that the more religion is oppressed -- the greater the attempt to 

extinguish that life principle, that divine spark -- the more 

fiercely it glows. 

The testimony of the gulags is one of suffering, yes, but it 

is also one of transcendence, devotion, and sanctity. Even 

conversion. We think of Alexander Solzehnitzen's famous prison 

conversion; and the case of the Soviet psychiatrist, Anatoli 

Koryagin -- recently released after serving 6 years for exposing 

the abuse of psychiatry in the Soviet Union. Be sought baptism 

as soon as he arrived in the West. 

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind us 
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of the early Christian martyrs. One sucnAis Anna Chertkova':''--'\.{__ 

recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric 

hospital since 1973, for no other crime than her faith. Confined 

in a general ward with mentally disturbed patients, she was 

injected with the psychotropic drug Sulphazin which caused 

un~ontrollable tremors in her jaw that later spread to her whole 

body. Several times she was called before the authorities who 

told her: "Deny God and you will go home tomorrow," but Anna 

refused, saying "I walk with Jesus. He is my defender." 

Or Alfonsas svarinskas, a 62-year-old Lithuanian priest, who 

has spent 18 years in prison and is not scheduled to be released 

until 1990. He is gravely ill and has petitioned for permission 

to go abroad to recieve medical care -- so far, his petition has 

been denied. 
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or Sigitas Tamkeviciua, i • prisoned for, uaong other things, 

organizing a Christmas party for children. or Bishop Julijonas 

steponavicius, in internal exile since 1961 for refusing to 

collaborate with the authorities. Of the Baptist • inister, 

Nikolai Boiko, first arrested in 1968. At 65 he suffers from 

heart disease and wonders if he will ever return to his wife and 

8 children. 

Or Vladimir Rusak, a Russian Orthodox deacon, arrested in 

1986 for criticizing his church's cooperation with the Soviet 

government -- not due to be released until 1993. 

or Bishop Mykhailo Hawryliw, who came out from the 

underground to petition the Soviet government to legalize the 

Ukraininian Catholic church. He was drafted into the army and 

served for 3 months -- cleaning up the radioactive contamination 

around the Chernobyl nuclear power plant. 

How .many Christian martyrs, how many saints, have been 

swallowed by the system, unknown to all but God, how many men and 

women, like Anna Chertkova, have had their faith tested, 

seemingly beyond human endurance. 

But in the crucible of pain, the faith of the peoples of the 

Soviet Union is becoming pure and hard -- and unbreakable. As 

Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt: as the early 

Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted an 

empire: we must pray that the millennium of Christianity in 

Kieven Rus will mean freedom -- complete and uncompromised 

freedom for the faithful in Russia, in the Ukraine, the Baltic 

States, and all the region of the Soviet Union. 
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And if we pray, we might want to use the word• of the 

22nd Psalm: 

In Thee our fathers trusted; 

They trusted, and Thou 

didst deliver them. 

To Thee they cried out, and 

were delivered; 

In Thee they trusted, and 

were not disappointed 

Thank you all very much and God bless you. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS 
IN THE U. S • S . R. . . 
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 1988 

Thank you. Thank you all very much and welcome to the East 

Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: Presidents, 

diplomats, world statesmen, but none more important, none of 

greater faith and moral courage than these four men we are 

honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Reverand Matveiuk, 

Mykola Rudenko, and Josef Begun: I promise that the witness of 

faith you have brought here today will not be confined within 

these four walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I 

will carry it in my heart, and I will speak it on my lips, when I 

travel to the Soviet Union at the end of this month to meet with 

General Secretary Gorbachev. 

As I have in the past, I will make it clear to him that the 

continuing persecution of religion inside the Soviet Union 

remains one of the greatest obstacles to improved relations 

between our two nations. And I will say to him that the most 

fitting way to mark the millennium of Christianity in Kieven Rus 

would be the release of all religious prisoners and prisoners of 

conscience and granting the right of all the peoples and all 

the creeds of the Soviet Union to worship their God, free from 

fear, harassment, and interference. 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about the 

first signs of progress: The presence of these four men here 

today is testimony to the fact that our witness, here in the 
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West, can have an impact on the Soviet system. Some of the more 

well-known religious prisoners and dissidents have been allowed 

to emigrate. Some churches are allowed to organize and file for 

recognition, and for the first time in years, the Soviets are 

printing Russian language Bibles. 

These are encouraging signs, but they are as yet only signs. 

What we are looking for ultimately is a willingness to accept 

real change, real glasnost, when it comes to matters of religion. 

Some religious dissidents have been released, but many more still 

languish in Soviet jails and labor camps, enduring terrible 

privations, even torture, because they refuse to renounce their 

belief. About 400 of these brave souls are known to us by name, 

but Anatoli Sharansky estimates that the total number of 

religious prisoners numbers at least five to six thousand. 

While some churches, mostly Russian Orthodox, have been 

allowed to open, many other congregations are denied recognition, 

and therefore legality, even though they meet all the state 

reciuirements. The Roman catholic Church is still outlawed and 0 
I 

persecuted -- at the same time that a few Orthodox churches ha~~u} 

been allowed to reopen, over ~n Catholic churches, long 11}~ 
..._______ - . . -··· - . - /j LA/v\ ~ 

closed, have been demolished in the Ukraine. 

Religious instruction of children, organizing study groups, 

running Sunday schools, producing or distributing religious 

literature -- even providing charitable help for those in 

prison -- are all still illegal activities. Catholic religious 

orders are banned, while Orthodox communities are so restricted 

that there are only 7 monasteries and 10 convents. And about 
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those Bibles: The authorities have promised to print 100,000 

copies -- for a country of 250 million people. And now, we hear 

that there is a "paper shortage" and even those 100,000 may not 

be printed. 

so while we welcome every positive step taken by the Soviet 

authorities -- we must at the same time make it clear that this 

is just a beginning. Bibles should not be collector's items and 

a fresh coat of paint does not constitute religious liberty. 

Let me also say, in particular, that the plight of Soviet 

Jews is one that has taken up much of our official time -- and is 

very close to my heart. The world watches, waits, and hopes. It 

ts time to open the doors fully to emigration and to full 

freedom for all faiths -- to teach, practice, and propagate 

their re-1-iq-i-011. --

Lenin predicted that once the grandmothers died, nobody 

would remember that there had been a church in Russia. Religion, 

he believed, would become an historical relic, confined 

exclusively to museums of atheism. That isn't the way things 

have turned out. The church in Russia is still full of 

grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, ..and they 

are being joined in increasing younger ,generation, 
; . 

disillusioned by 

It seems today that it is the philosophy of materialism -- a 

philosophy that in practice can't even deliver the material 

goods -- that is the relic that will wither away and be 

forgotten, or perhaps some day be confined to a museum. tA"J h'-i'ju­
q,..,J +J..,,,.11 

J;, r- r i.J4 ho u. ( Ylt~~ • 
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Even under the present state of persecution, roughly 

100 million people in the soviet Union -- or more than a third of 

the population -- proclaim some form of belief in God. That 

contrasts favorably to some Western nations, and overwhelms the 

19 million Soviet citizens who are members of the Communist 

party. And one wonders: For how many of them is Marxism really 

conviction r 

advancement. 

than convenie<c~, 

surprising that 

religion Adam 

into him the divine life. 

\.. :, ' • ' ( 
.J 

ian societi 

spawned. 

"I fall into despair •••• 

understood a thing about have 

he says, 

never 

its breath its 

heartbeat •.•• 

needs to be 

But life is 

the 

remaking 

a lump of 

t . be ennobled by 

bstance to be 

is constantly 

and transfiguring itself, it 

obtuse theories about it." 

life is 

- -- 'lhe history of the 20th century has too 

often been brutal and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson 
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that should fill our hearts with hope and joy, for we have found 

that the more religion is oppressed -- the greater the attempt to 

extinguish that life principle, that divine spark -- the more 

fiercely it glows. 

The testimony of the gulags is one of suffering, yes, but it 

is also one of transcendence, devotion, and sanctity. Even 

conversion. We think of Alexander Solzehnitzen's famous prison 

conversion; and the case of the Soviet psychiatrist, Anatoli 

Koryagin -- recently released after serving 6 years for exposing 

the abuse of psychiatry in the Soviet Union. He sought baptism 

as soon as he arrived in the West. 

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind us 

of the early Christian martyrs. One such is Anna Chertkova, 

recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric 

hospital since 1973, for no other crime than her faith. Confined 

in a general ward with mentally disturbed patients, she was 

injected with the psychotropic drug Sulphazin which caused 

un~ontrollable tremors in her jaw that later spread to her whole 

body. Several times she was called before the authorities who 

told her: "Deny God and you will go home tomorrow," but Anna 

refused, saying "I walk with Jesus. He is my defender." 

Or Alfonsas svarinskas, a 62-year-old Lithuanian priest, who 
~ 

has spent 18 years in prison and is not scheduled to be released 

until 1990. He is gravely ill and has petitioned for permission 

to go abroad to recieve medical care -- so far, his petition has 

been denied. 
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or Sigitas Tamkevicius, imprisoned for, uaong other things, 

organizing a Christmas party for children. Or Bishop Julijonas 

steponavicius, in internal exile since 1961 for refusing to 

collaborate with the authorities. Of the Baptist minister, 

Nikolai Boiko, first arrested in 1968. At 65 he suffers from 

heart disease and wonders if he will ever return to his wife and 

8 children. 

or Vladimir Rusak, a Russian Orthodox deacon, arrested in 

1986 for criticizing his church's cooperation with the Soviet 

government -- not due to be released until 1993. 

Or Bishop Mykhailo Hawryliw, who came out from the 

underground to petition the Soviet government to legalize the 

Ukraininian Catholic church. He was drafted into the army and 

served for 3 months -- cleaning up the radioactive contamination 

around the Chernobyl nuclear power plant. 

How many Christian martyrs, how many saints, have been 

swallowed by the system, unknown to all but God, how many men and 

women, like Anna Chertkova, have had their faith tested, 

seemingly beyond human endurance. 

But in the crucible of pain, the faith of the peoples of the 

Soviet Union i~ becoming pure and hard -- and unbreakable. As ) 

Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt; as the early 

Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted an 

empire; we must pray that the millennium of Christianity in 

Kieven Rus will mean freedom -- complete and uncompromised 

freedom for the faithful in Russia, in the Ukraine, the Baltic 

States, and all the region of the Soviet Union. 
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Recently a letter found its way to my desk, I'm pleased 
to say, and in that letter was a copy of a prayer. It was sent to me 
by a woman who had lost her husband in World War II. This prayer had 
been written and delivered in a shell hole during World War II. 

It read, hear me, oh God, never in the whole of my 
lifetime have I spoken to you, but just now I feel like sending you 
my greetings. You know, from childhood on, they've always told me 
you are not. I, like a fool, believed them. I've never contemplated 
your creation, and yet tonight, gazing up out of my shell hole, I 
marveled at the shimmering stars above me and suddenly knew the 
cruelty of the lie. Will you, my God, reach your hand out to me, I 
wonder, but I will tell you and you will understand, is it not 
strange that light should come upon me and I see you amid this night 
of hell. 

There's nothing else I have to say. This, though -- I'm 
glad that I've learned to know you. At midnight, we•re scheduled to 
attack, but you are looking on, and I am not afraid. The signal. 

Well, I gu••• I auat be going. I have been happy with 
you. Thi• IIO~• I wan~ to ••Y• All yo~ well know, th• fighting will 
be cru•l and even toni9ht I uy co•• knocking at your door. Although 
I have not been• fri•nd to you before, atill, will you let me enter 
now wben I do co .. ? · 

Why, I'• crying, oh God, my Lard. You see what happens 
to me. Tonight •Y •Y•• war• opened. Farewell my God, I'm going and 
I'm not likely to co•• back- Strange, i• it not, but death I fear no 
longer. 

And h• did not come back. Thia prayer was found on the 
body ot a young Ruaaian soldier killed in action in 1944. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 
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MEMORANDUM FOR TONY DOLAN 

FROM: PAUL SCHOTT ST~E~ 

SUBJECT: NSC's Comments on Draft Presidential Remarks 
for May 3d Religious Rights Seminar 

3271 

NSC has reviewed the draft Presidential remarks for the 3 May 
Seminar on Religious Rights. In general, they are very good. 

We have corrected some substantive errors and suggested several 
additions. We have also softened the language in places without, 
we believe, sacrificing the thrust. In addition, we strongly 
recommend adding a statement about the secular control of all 
organized religion in the USSR -- a blatant violation of the 
principle of separation of church and state. Churches must be 
free to run their own affairs. 

We also suggest running the final text by Ambassador Richard 
Schifter, Assistant Secretary of State for Humanitarian Affairs. 
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Tab A Revised speech draft 
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Rhett Dawson 
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-
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY SEMINAR ON REL.IG_IOUS RIGHTS 

IN THE U.S.S.R. ~ /.-,: - ' 
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 1988 

Thank you. Thank you all very much and welcome to the East 

Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: Presidents, 

diplomats, world statesmen, but none more important, none of 

greater faith and moral courage than these four men we are 

honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Rever~nd Matveiuk, -I<. 

Mykola Rudenko, and Josef Begun: I promise that the witness of 

faith you have brought here today will not be confined within 

these four walls, or forgotten whe?.is-meeting is ended -- I 

will carry it in my heart, and :__~eakf;t .._;~ en r;>( 
travel to the Soviet Union at the end ortnis month to meet with 

General Secretary Gorbachev. 
a~w' 

As I have in the past, I will make it clear to him thatAt1:tw--
~ t.1 Ltc-1 of ~l <--\/4 I.\(...{ "-1.U/ ~ ..f-- rd~ ~'lM' ~v,,~• ~ 
aantineing persaoQtien of re li~ien- inside the Soviet Union 
'wlNLd 'o-<-~ *11-< wvr-1-l&M-,~r.f~~s rl-~ l du~" Nv4,1 wvvU- r(..~-c.. 

ro•ain&l\one of the greatese obstacles to improved relations 

between our two nations. And I will say to him that the mot 

'11 ' f h ' t' 't ' /':'e, fitting way to mark the mi ennium o c ris iani yin Rus 
-+,, 

would be ~ release all religious prisoners 

conscience -- and~ rant 
----It----

~ l of the Sovi_e_t _ _ _ 

---------
fear, harassment, 

God, free from 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about the 

first signs of progress: The presence 

today is testimony to the fact that ou 

here 

the 
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West, can have an impact~§_ the Soviet syst eraD Some of the more 

well-known religious prisoners and dissidents have been allowed 

to emigrate. Some churches are allowed to organize and file for 

recognition, and for the first time in years, the Soviets are 

printing Russian language Bibles. I II n. S---- Y 
ONJ., w<- \/11"( c.,vv..c_'I~ ~ , ~ ..,(_; /' ' 

These are encouraging signs ~" -piey are,) as yet) only signs. 

~ t we a re looking f or altimately is a willingness to accept 

--real enange, r eal glasnost, whaR it oemes t o matters of r e lig ioA ,;\ 

Some religious dissidents have been released, but many more still 

languish in Soviet jails and labor camps, enduring terrible 

,µ} ~ privations, even torture, because they refuse to renounce their 

f-~ ~ N£at 408 ef thaaa DE...,e souls are kn9WR taus Dy Rillle 1 

/\ ,µYJJ but Anatoli Sha r a ns ky estimat e, t hat t he total number of - - ~ 

~ eligious pt i soners \ n:'1 as t'.-~ ;r~'six thcas8!1d· 

h o-J' · While some churches, mostly Russian Orthodox, have been 

~ allowed to open, many other congregations are denied recognition, 

and therefore legality~ e¥en though they meet all ~qc;st.::\;te 
u~ .- .:& 1-tutUZ, ~ --

.requirement~ The J?aman Catholic Church,1is still outlawed and 

persecuted at the same time that Ln,"m!!W Orthodox churches have ) ~~ ~ 1 
(\ been allowed to reopen,_ 

'" ~ a/41d .. u~ • • • ~ • Y J.."Fr,w .nawe been demolished in W. Ukraine.. (; _ _ /. e.,«.J" -; 
~~~-- lJ 

~ R~ligious instruction of childre~ ..erganizin«:, ee\1&¥ ~roups, l/2 

~ tnPl~· -ACJ unday schools.,,J./:zsi~ e.::t ~ , ~ 
a,..../4-~t::.~ ~ r;;~ ~ ritable help f<>r those ffl :;;, 'r ~ 

-;:p;~so:a:::-: -:) are all still illegal activities. Catholic religious \ 
\ 

orders are banned, while Orthodox communities are so restricted 

that there are only 7 monasteries and 10 convents. And about 
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those Bibles: The authorities have promiser<o print 100,000 ~-

copies -- for a country of 250 million people. ~ ~ ear.J ~ 
that there is a "paper shortage" and even those 100,000 may not 

be printed. 

So while we welcome every positive step taken by the Soviet 

authorities -- we must at the same time make it clear that this 

is just a beginning. Bibles should not be collector's items and 

a fresh coat of paint does not constitute religious liberty. 

Let me also say, in particular, that the plight of Soviet 

Jews is one that has taken up much of our official time -- and is 

very close to my heart. The world watches, waits, and hopes. It 
t"'1 ti,.,,u t,A,) ~ 4Jfl;H,~ I-- ha v-e. 

to =~a ion and t ,Q ~ ~4.c, 

propagate 

their religion. 

Lenin predicted that once the grandmothers died, nobody 

would remember that there had been a church in Russia. Religion, 

he believed, would become an historical relic, confined 

exclusively to museums of atheism. That isn't the way things 

have turned out. The church in Russia is still full of 

grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they 

are being joined in increasing numbers by the younger generation, 

disillusioned by the atheistic state, longing to satisfy that 

need, that hunger that no man-made institution can ever fulfill. 

It seems today that it is the philosophy of materialism -- a 

philosophy that in practice can't even deliver the material 

goods -- that is the relic that will wither away and be 

forgotten, or perhaps some day be confined to a museum. 

~ 

~ 
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Even under the present state of persecution, roughly 

100 million people in the Soviet Union -- or more than a third of 

the population -- proclaim some form of belief in God. That 

contrasts favorably to some Western nations, and overwhelms the 

19 million Soviet citizens who are members of the Communist 

party. And one wonders: For how many of them is Marxism really 

conviction rather than convenience, a means simply for 
'7 

advancement. 

It is not surprising that totalitarian societies treat 

religion as an enemy. Revolutions devoted to reshaping man as if 

he were so much clay must deny one of the most basic teachings of 

religion -- that after God shaped Adam from dust, He breathed 

into him the divine principle of life. 

There's a wonderful passage in Doctor Zhivago, in which 

Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the 

philosophy of materialism and the bloody revolution it has 

spawned. "When I hear people speak of reshaping life," he says, 

"I fall into despair •••• People who say that they have never 
\. 

understood a thing about life -- have never felt its breath its 

heartbeat •••• They look on it as a lump of raw material that 

needs to be processed by them, to be ennobled by their touch. 

But life is never a material, a substance to be molded ••• life is 

the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly renewing and 

remaking itself and changing and transfiguring itself, it is 

infinitely beyond your or my obtuse theories about it." 

Infinitely beyond the history of the 20th century has too 

often been brutal and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson 
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that should fill our hearts with hope and joy, for we have found 

that the more religion is oppressed -- the greater the attempt to 

extinguish that life principle, that divine spark -- the more 

fiercely it glows. 

The testimony of the gulags is one of suffering, yes, but it 

is also one 

conversion. 

conversion; 

of transcendence, devotion, and sanctity. Even 

We think of Alexander Sol*fnitzr •s famous prison 

and the case of the Soviet psychiatrist, Anatoli 

Koryagin -- recently released after serving 6 years for exposing 

the abuse of psychiatry in the Soviet Union. He sought baptism 

as soon as he arrived in the West. 

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind us 

of the early Christian martyrs. One such is Anna Chertkova, 

recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric 

hospital since 1973, for no other crime than her faith. Confined 

in a general ward with mentally disturbed patients, she was 

injected with ta:reApsychotropic drug w" .Qq ~ caused '? 
uncontrollable tremor~ ~ a er jaw thait later spread ite he r whole 

bod~) ) Several times she was called before the authorities who 

told her: "Deny God and you will go home tomorrow," but Anna 

refused, saying "I walk with Jesus. He is my defender." 

Or Alfonsas Svarinskas, a 62-year-old Lithuanian priest, who 

has spent 18 years in prison and is not scheduled to be released 
V' 

until 1990. He is ill and has petitioned for permission 

to go abroad to rec·eve medical care -- so far, his petition has 

been denied. 
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or Sigitas Tamkevicius, imprisoned for, among other things, 

organizing a Christmas party for children. Or Bishop Julijonas 

Steponavicius, in internal exile since 1961 for refusing to 

collaborate with the authorities. Of the Baptist minister, 

Nikolai Boiko, first arrested in 1968. At 65 he suffers from 

heart disease and wonders if he will ever return to his wife and 

8 children. 

Or Vladimir Rusak, a Russian Orthodox deacon, arrested in 
w~~~ku~~ 

1986 for er~in9 his church's cooperation with the Soviet 
--fu_UJA,t, ' f-

government -- Jai9t due to be released until 1993. 

Or Bishop Mykhailo Hawryliw, who came out from the 

underground to petition the Soviet government to legalize the 

Ukrain ian Catholic church. He was drafted into the army and 

served for 3 months -- cleaning up the radioactive contamination 

around the Chernobyl nuclear power plant. 

How many Christian martyrs, how many saints, have been 
-- h, 

swallowed by the system, unknown all bu~ God, how many men and 

wo~en, like Anna Chertkova, have had their faith tested, 

seemingly beyond human endurance. 

But in the crucible of pain, the faith of the peoples of the 

Soviet Union is becoming pure and hard -- and unbreakable. As 

Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt: as the early 

Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted an 

empire; we must pray that the millennium of Christianity in 

Kiev-"J Rus will mean freedom -- complete and uncompromised 

freedom for the faithful in Russia, in the Ukraine, the Baltic 

States, and all the regio of the Soviet Union. 



• · 
- 7 -

And if we pray, we might want to use the words of the 

22nd Psalm: 

In Thee our fathers trusted; 

They trusted, and Thou 

didst deliver them. 

To Thee they cried out, and 

were delivered; 

In Thee they trusted, and 

were not disappointed 

Thank you all very much and God bless you. 




