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(Judge) 
December 27, 1986 j{_lf( 
3:15 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO THE SOVIET PEOPLE 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 2(, 1986 

Good evening and "s novym godom" [SNOW-vim GODE-um]. This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America. And 

I come to you this evening with a new year's message from the 

people of America to the peoples of the Soviet Union. 

This season (in and around the new year) is a season of love 

and hope -- a time for reflection; a time of expectation; a time 

when people in America, just like people all over the world, 

gather with family and friends to remember in many different ways 

the blessings of God and to look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you, the Soviet peoples, 

tonight, share our common hopes for the future -- our hopes for 

peace on Earth, our hopes for good will among all of humanity, 

our hopes for a better world for ourselves and our children. 

Yes, there are enormous differences between our two systems. But 

there is also something the American and the Soviet people share, 

something as universal and eternal as what a mother feels when 

she hears the cry of her newborn child, and it is those common 

hopes. 

Last New Year's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 

and those of the American people for lasting peace between our 

two countries. I said I was determined that our two governments 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and make 

advances in all areas of our relations. Since then, a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 
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know, there have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we did not accomplish more. 

And yet, in 1986, the United States and Soviet Union took major 

steps towards lasting peace. I think the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we have succeeded in a lot. 

At the Geneva Summit, our two governments agreed to 

accelerate negotiations in all aspects of our relationship, 

including reducing nuclear stockpiles and increasing both sides' 

security, encouraging respect for human rights, resolving 

regional conflicts peacefully, and broadening contacts between 

our two countries. And so, in the months that followed the 

Summit, our negotiators worked long and hard. Then, this fall, 

Mr. Gorbachev and I met again in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we 

could speed up progress, and we did move things a good distance 

forward. Some have even been kind enough to say that, on many 

issues, we made more progress in those 2 days than our diplomats 

made in the last 2 years. Yes, a great deal of work remains, but 

both sides are closer now than ever before. 

At Reykjavik, we agreed on the desirability of real 

reductions in nuclear arsenals and on the ultimate goal of 

eliminating all nuclear weapons. We agreed that, as a start, we 

could eliminate all but a small number of U.S. and Soviet 

intermediate-range nuclear missiles. We also agreed to cut in 

half the numbers of strategic arms over 5-year period, and we 

agreed that it is necessary to have effective verification of any 

final agreements. We discussed, as well, approaches to strategic 
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defenses, approaches that the U.S. believes would protect the 

security and interests of both sides. 

As part of this strategic defense discussion, I proposed the 

elimination of all U.S. and Soviet offensive ballistic missiles 

over a 10-year period. I suggested that, as we had agreed, we 

cut the number of those missiles in half in the first 5 years, 

and then that we go on to eliminate the rest in the next 5 years. 

As you have heard, we did not reach an agreement on any plan for 

the second 5 years. We in America are ready to discuss this or 

other proposals for moving beyond the reductions of the first 

5 years. 

After our Reykjavik meeting, both sides took time to reflect 

on what had been accomplished and on ways to move forward again, 

and then the U.S. followed up at the Geneva negotiations with 

concrete proposals to implement the understandings of Reykjavik. 

As we look to the new year, we in America remain ready to 

continue to do everything necessary to turn this hard work into 

verifiable agreements. Our hope is that the Soviet Union will 

approach negotiations with this same spirit. 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 

headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

u.s.s.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts between our countries. Scientific, educational, 

cultural, and people-to-people exchanges -- especially among our 

young people -- have grown. We in America would like to see more 

of these exchanges in all areas. 
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The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, rights that 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 

system is built. But tonight, let us remember that respect for 

those rights -- for the freedom and dignity of individuals -- is 

also the bedrock on which any true and enduring peace between our 

countries must be built. 

Whenever there is a restoration of those rights to a man or 

a woman, as has happened recently, it helps strengthen the 

foundation for trust and cooperation between our countries. And 

by the same token, whenever those rights are denied, the 

foundation is seriously weakened. Much more can and should be 

done to strengthen that foundation. We welcome progress in this 

area as much as we welcome it in the effort to secure nuclear 

arms reduction. In fact, progress here and in all key areas of 

our relationship must go hand in hand. 

Peace between our countries is also affected by events 

throughout the world. We Americans are proud that on this 

New Year's Day, not a single American soldier is engaged in 

combat anywhere. But, even so, we cannot forget that many tragic 

and bloody conflicts rage around the globe, conflicts that are 

causing untold human suffering and that could spread. The United 
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States stands ready to support all serious efforts to find 

peaceful solutions to regional conflicts. And we are ready to 

work with the Soviet Union and any other country to that end. 

There are many complex issues to be discussed between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. Resolving them will not be 

easy, but the things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our 

two countries made progress on some of the toughest questions of 

all. In 1987, we'll make more, I'm sure. We must continue 

together on the journey toward lasting peace. 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centuries, men and women from all over the world have left their 

homelands to make often dangerous passages to the shores of my 

country, to a land of peace, where they had the freedom to make 

their hopes into realities for their families and themselves. 

They had a dream and we in America call it, the "American Dream." 

But to live in a land of peace and hope is not just the 

"American Dream." It is the dream of all people, of all lands. 

There is an old verse that goes: 

Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/As beautiful as a Russian soul. 

All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second World War, just as all the world 

knows and honors the nobility of your diverse heritage in 

literature and the arts. That great heritage springs from a 

magnificence of the soul that no suffering can ever obscure, that 

suffering has only ennobled -- a soul and culture that have, in 

turn, enriched all of civilization. Let us, in this season of 
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hope, hear the voice of this soul that encompasses so many 

peoples and traditions. Let us hear the voice of all humanity's 

soul, the voice that speaks through Leo Tolstoy, and through 

William Faulkner, through the martyrs, the poets, and the saints, 

and, yes, the voice that speaks also through a mother's prayer 

with a message that you can see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for 

peace and a message of goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you, God bless you, and good night. 



PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: 

{Judge) 
December 26, 1986 
1:30 p.m.1'?,,Z 

NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO THE SOVIET PEOPLE 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1986 

Good evening and "s novym godom" [SNOW-vim GODE-um]. This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America. As 

I did last year, I am speaking to you on the occasion of the 

New Year. This is a season of love and hope -- a time for 

reflection; a time of expectation; a time when people in America, 

just like people around the world, gather with family and friends 

to remember in many different ways the blessings of God and to 

look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you tonight, share our 

common hopes for the future -- our hopes for peace on Earth, our 

hopes for good will among all people, our hopes for a better 

world for ourselves and our children. Yes, there are enormous 

differences between our two systems. But there is also something 

the American and the Soviet people share, something as universal 

and eternal as what a mother feels when she hears the cry of her 

newborn child, and it is those common hopes. 

Last New Year's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 

and those of the American people for lasting peace between our 

two countries. I said I was determined that our two governments 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and make 

advances in all areas of our relations. Since then, a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 

know, there have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we did not accomplish more. 
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And yet, in 1986, the United States and Soviet Union took major 

steps towards lasting peace. I think the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we have succeeded in a lot. 

At the Geneva Summit, our two governments agreed to 

accelerate negotiations in all aspects of our relationship, 

including reducing nuclear stockpiles and increasing both sides' 

security, encouraging respect for human rights, resolving 

regional conflicts peacefully, and broadening contacts between 

our two countries. In the months that followed the Summit, our 

negotiators worked long and hard. Then, this fall, Mr. Gorbachev 

and I met again in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we could speed 

up progress, and we did move things a good distance forward. 

Some have even been kind enough to say that, on many issues, we 

made more progress in those 2 days than our diplomats made in the 

last 2 years. Yes, a great deal of work remains, but both sides 

are closer now than ever before. 

At Reykjavik, we agreed on the desirability of real 

reductions in nuclear arsenals and on the ultimate goal of 

eliminating all nuclear weapons. We agreed that, as a start, we 

could eliminate all but a small number of U.S. and Soviet 

intermediate-range nuclear missiles. We also agreed to cut in 

half the numbers of strategic arms over 5-year period, and we 

agreed that it is necessary to have effective verification of any 

final agreements. We discussed, as well, approaches to strategic 

defenses, approaches that the U.S. believes would protect the 

security and interests of both sides. 
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As part of this strategic defense discussion, I proposed the 

elimination of all U.S. and Soviet offensive ballistic missiles 

over a 10-year period. I suggested that, as we had agreed, we 

cut the number of those missiles in half in the first 5 years, 

and then that we go on to eliminate the rest in the next 5 years. 

As you have heard, we did not reach an agreement on any plan for 

the second 5 years. We in America are ready to discuss this or 

other proposals for moving beyond the reductions of the first 

5 years. 

After our Reykjavik meeting, both sides took time to reflect 

on what had been accomplished and on ways to move forward again, 

and then the U.S. followed up at the Geneva negotiations with 

concrete proposals to implement the understandings of Reykjavik. 

As we look to the new year, we in America ' remain ready to 

continue to do everything necessary to turn this hard work into 

verifiable agreements. Our hope is that the Soviet Union will 

approach negotiations with this same spirit. 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 

headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

u.s.S.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 
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The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, rights that 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 

system is built. But tonight, let us remember that respect for 

those rights -- for the freedom and dignity of individuals -- is 

also the bedrock on which any true and enduring peace between our 

countries must be built. 

Whenever there is a restoration of those rights to a man or 

a woman, as has happened recently, it helps strengthen the 

foundation for trust and cooperation between our countries. And 

by the same token, whenever those rights are denied, the 

foundation is seriously weakened. Much more can and should be 

done to strengthen that foundation. We welcome progress in this 

area as much as we welcome it in the effort to secure nuclear 

arms reduction. In fact, progress here and in all key areas of 

our relationship must go hand in hand. 

Peace between our countries is also affected by events 

throughout the world. We Americans are proud that on this 

New Year's Day, not a single American soldier is engaged in 

combat anywhere. But, even so, we cannot forget that many tragic 

and bloody conflicts rage around the globe, conflicts that are 

causing untold human suffering and that could spread. The United 
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States stands ready to support all serious efforts to find 

peaceful solutions to regional conflicts. And we are ready to 

work with the Soviet Union and any other country to that end. 

There are many complex issues to be discussed between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. Resolving them will not be 

easy, but the things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our 

two countries made progress on some of the toughest questions of 

all. In 1987, we'll make more, I'm sure. We must continue 

together on the journey toward lasting peace. 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centuries, men and women from all over the world have left their 

homelands to make often dangerous passages to the shores of my 

country, to a land of peace, where they had the freedom to make 

their hopes into realities for their families and themselves. 

They had a dream and we in America call it, the "American Dream.• 

But to live in a land of peace and hope is not just the 

"American Dream.• It is the dream of all people, of all lands. 

There is an old verse that goes: 

Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/ As beautiful as a Ru.s s ian soul. 

All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second World War, just as all t~e world 

knows and honors the nobility of your diverse heritage in 

literature and the arts. That great heritage springs from a 

magnificence of the soul that no suffering can ever obscure, that 

suffering has only ennobled -- a soul and culture that have, in 

turn, enriched all of civilization. Let us, in this season of 
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hope, hear the voice of this soul that encompasses so many 

peoples and traditions. Let us hear the voice of all humanity's 

soul, the voice that speaks through Leo Tolstoy, and through 

William Faulkner, through the martyrs, the poets, and the saints, 

and, yes, the voice that speaks also through a mother's prayer 

with a message that you can see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for 

peace and a message of goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you, God bless you, and good night. 
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As part of this strategic defense discussion, I proposed the 

elimination of all U.S. and Soviet offensive ballistic missiles 

over a 10-year period. I suggested that, as we had agreed, we 

cut the number of those missiles in half in the first 5 years,-...J 
iGrN~yD~W 

then~liminate the rest in the next 5 years. As you have heard, 

we did not reach an agreement on any plan for the second 5 years. 

We in America are ready to discuss this or other proposals for 

moving beyond the reductions of the first 5 years. 

After our Reykjavik meeting, both sides took time to reflect 

on what had been accomplished on ways to move forward again, and 

then the U.S. followed up at the Geneva negotiations with 

concrete proposals to implement the understandings of Reykjavik. 

As we look to the new year, we in America remain ready to 

continue to do everything necessary to turn this hard work into 

verifiable agreements. Our hope is that the Soviet Union will 

approach negotiations with this same spirit. 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 

headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

u.s.s.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 
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As part of this strategic defen se discussion, I proposed the 

elimination of all U.S. and Soviet offensive ballistic missiles 

over a 10-year period. 

those missiles in hal, 

I suggested that we cut the number of 

we had agreed in the first 5 years, 
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then eliminate the rest in the next 5 years. As you have heard, 

we did not reach an agreement on any plan for the second 5 years. 

We in America are ready to discuss this or other proposals for 

moving beyond the reductions of the first 5 years. 

After our Reykjavik meeting, both sides took time to reflect 

on what had been accomplished on ways to move forward again, and 

then the U.S. followed up at the Geneva negotiations with 

concrete proposals to implement the understandings of Reykjavik. 

As we look to the new year, we in America remain ready to 

continue to do everything necessary to turn this hard work into 

verifiable agreements. Our hope is that the Soviet Union will 

approach negotiations with this same spirit. 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 

headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

U.S.S.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 
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PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: 

-

(Ju49e) 
Decuber 23, 1986 
3130 p.a. 

-
NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO TSE SOVIET PEOPLE 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 241 (19('8 ... , ~: C ; 

Good evening and •s · novym godom• (SNOW-vim GODB-um]. This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United State• of America. As 

I did last year, I am speaking to you on the occasion of the 

New Year. This is a season of love and hope -- a time for 

reflection: a time of expectation, a time when people in America, 

just like people around the world, gather with family and friends 

to remember in many different ways the blessings of God and to 

look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you tonight, share our 

common hopes for the future -- our hopes for peace on Earth, our 

hopes for good will among all people, our hopes for ·a better 

world for ourselves and our children. Yes, there are enormous 

differences between our two systems. But there is also something 

the American and the Soviet people share, something as universal 

and eternal as what a mother feels when she hears the cry of her 

newborn child, and it is those common hopes. 

Last New Year's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 

and those of the American people for lasting peace between our 

two countries. I said I was determined that our two governments 
~ 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and 11110¥e 

,wi).,~L.u) -!eewerd in all areas of our relations. Since then, a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 

know, there have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we did not accomplish more. 
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steps ~~_2!.!d ..fec peace. I think the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we have succeeded in a lot. 

At the Geneva Summit, our two governments agreed to 

accelerate negotiations in all aspects of our relationship, 

including reducing nuclear stockpiles and increasing both sides' 

security, encouraging respect for human rights, resolving 

regional conflicts peacefully, and broadening contacts between 

our two countries. In the months that followed the Summit, our 

negotiators worked long and hard. Then, this fall, Mr. Gorbachev 

and I met again in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we could speed 

up progress, and we did move things a goqd distance forward. 
< -Some have even been kind enough to say that, on many issues, we 

made more progress in those 2 days than our diplomats made in the 

last 2 years. Yes, a great deal of work remains, but both sides 

~ -- are closer now than ever before. ... 
/ At Reykjavik, we agreed on the desirability of real reductions in 

nuclear arsenals and on the ultimate goal of eliminating all 

n~ ar weapons. We agreed that, as a start, we could eliminate 

all but a small number of U.S. and Soviet intermediate-range 

nuclear of 

strategic -year perio, and we agreed that it is 
<~&. of~~ 

necessary to p~t i D p l aca effective verification for cttl these 

agreements. We discussed, as well, approaches to strategic 
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defensesJ whieh the U.S. believes would protect the security and 

interests of both sides 

propos d , as part oft~ 

all U.S. and 
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oviet offensive ballistic mi sile 

ready to 
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Reykjavik meeting, both sides took time to reflect on 
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then the U.S. followed up at the Geneva negotiations with concrete 

proposals to implement the understandings of Reykjavik. As we 

look to the new year, we in America remain ready to continue to 

do everything necessary to turn this hard work into verifiable 

agreements. Our hope is that the Soviet Union will approach 

negotiations with this same spirit. 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 

headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

u.s.s.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, thrqughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, rights that 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 

system is built. But tonight, let us remember that respect for 

those rights -- for the freedom and dignity of individuals -- is 

also the bedrock on which any true and enduring peace between our 

countries must be built. 

\ 
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Whenever there i• a restoration of tho•• right• to a .. nor 

a woman,•• haa happened recently, it help• atrengthen the 

foundation for-wuat and cooperation between our countries. And 

by t~e same token, whenever those rights are denied, the 

foundation is seriously weakened. Much. more can and ahould be 

done to strengthen that foundation. We welcome progress in this 

area as much as we welcome it in the effort to secure nuclear 

arms reduction. In fact, progress here and in all key areas of 

our relationship must go hand in hand. 

Peace between our countries is also affected by events 

throughout the world. We Americans are proud that on this 

New Year's Day, not a single American soldier is engaged in 

combat anywhere. But, even so, we cannot forget that many tragic LL-
5-1.-.'" "-::-_ .. 

and bloody 
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conflicts rage around the globe, E eenflicts such as 

A£~A•nistan •3':onflicts that are causing untold human 

suffering and that could spread. The United States stands ready 

to support all serious efforts to find peaceful solutions to 

regional conflicts. And we are ready to work with the Soviet 

Onion and any other. country to that end. 

There are many complex issues to be discussed between the 

United States and the Soviet Onion. Resolving them will not be 

easy, but the things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our 

two countries made progress on some of the toughest questions of 

all. In 1987, we'll make more, I'm sure. We must continue 
' together on the journey toward lasting peace. 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centuries, men and women from all over the world have left their 

,. . 
~.J)..-
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country, to a land of peace, where they had the freedom to make 

their hope• inte-realitiea for their families and themselves. 

They ~ad a dream and we in America call it, the •American Dream.• 

But to live in a land of peace and hope ia not juat the 

•American Dream.• It is the dream of all people, of all lands. 

There is an old verse that goes: 

Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/As beautiful as a Russian soul. 

All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second World War, just as all the world , 

knows and honors the nobility of your ~~l;jie heritage in 

literature and the arts. That great heritage springs from a 

magnificence of the soul that no suffering can ever obscure, that 

suffering.has only ennobled-~ a soul and culture that have, in 
e nn,~-e-d - c~1 .1 €.. 

turn, eRRe~l•i all of civilization. Let us, in this season of ✓ a · 
'""tC..:.. ~ ~o 

hope, hear the voice of tha~ soul which- encompasses t many peoples 

and traditions. Let us hear the voice of all humanity's soul, 

the voice that speaks through Leo Tolstoy, and through William 

Faulkner, through the martyrs, the poets, and the saints, and, 

yes, the voice that speaks also through a mother's prayer with a 

message that you can see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for peace 

and a message of goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you ..aAd good night. 

~l \.J,.,. Y', ~ 
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_Good evening and •a · novym godom• (SNOW-vim GODB-wa). This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United State• of America. As 

I did last year, I am speaking to you on the occasion of the 

New Year. This is a season of love and· hope -- a time for 

reflection, a time of expectation, a time when people in America, 

just like people around the world, gather with family and friends 

to remember in many different ways the blessings of God and to 

look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you tonight, share our 

common hopes for the future -- our hopes for peace on Earth, our 

hopes for good will among all people, our hopes for a better 

world for ourselves and our children. Yes, there are enormous 

differences between our two systems. But there is also something 

the American and the Soviet people share, something as universal 

and eternal as what a mother feels when she hears the cry of her 

newborn child, and it is those common hopes. 

Last New Year's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 

and those of the American people for lasting peace between our 

two countries. I said I was determined that our two governments 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and move 

forward in all areas of our relations. Since then, a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 

know, there ·have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we did not accomplish more. 



~And yet, in 1986, the United St~tc~ and Soviet Union took major 

steps forward for peac~ . I thin!~ the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we hav~ succeeded in a lot. 

At the·"'Geneva Summit, ou~ t~u governm~nts agreed to 

ac~elerate negotiations in all aspec~s of our relationship, 

including reducing nuclear stockpiles and increasing both sides• 

security, encouraging respect for human rights, ·resolving 

regional conflicts peacefully, and broadening contacts between 

our two countries. In the months that followed the Summit, our 

negotiators worked long and hard. Then, this fall, Mr. Gorbachev 

and I met again in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we could speed 

up progress, and we did move things a good distance forward. 

Some have even been kind enough to say that, on many issues, we 

made more progress in those 2 days than our diplomats made in the 

last 2 years. Yes, a great deal of work remains, but both sides 

are closer now than ever before. 
·'te#il"'\~ c,A t,-.),-,1'-· 

d At Reykjavik, we agreed on the desirability of ,~i,imaQoly 
,.,_(... ff O t e. ~ <; 0 ~ rca../ r-~41t.:f1 D ,t '\ ,• ~ f\ Vt_ /l!o./' ~Se i\4.-t i I 

eUm1eath:a, ail Z!-Celca• ueap?ES A We agreed that, a;> a start, we 
.. , U.S. 0-fl\c:L ~,e..i-

could eliminate all but a small number of~intermediate-range 
~··~1't s , · tts ('c.e.# 4 c, 

nuclear ••••-A We ee~lti-alsoAcut in half the numbers of strategic 

arms over a 5-year period -artlii make e•.iea me5e 50&Yiaeiens aft:e-r 
We.. c, .. : . . 

.tbat · M~, Ceaaeiiar1 and ;r.. discussed,. as well, epecific 
wl-1·,(.. h -/he. U.S.. ~lie.vt2..~ 

approaches to strategic defensesn app5eaches ehat would ro 
a:.grc.c. ~ ,¾-

the security and interests of both sides and we talked ebe~..k r.rf- ~ 
he. c ~ <;.s•~ 1 

pl0t..C<.. 
eff~~ verification for all these agreements. - - - ~ 

After our Reykjavik meeting, both sides took time to reflect 

on what had been accomplished and on ways to move forward again, 
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re'lcly t~ con~~ to do everything necessary to turn this hard 

work into ·v~rif iable agr,eement•. · We hope the Soviet Union will 
: • 

approach negotiations vith this same spirit. 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 

headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

u.s.s.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of · 

individual people, wherever they might be, thrqughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, rights that 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 

system is built. But tonight, let us remember that respect for 

those rights -- for the freedom and dignity of individuals -- is 

also the bedrock on which any true and enduring peace between our 

countries must be built. 
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.. Whenever there ia a restoration of those rights to a man or 

a woman, a• baa happened recently, it helpa s~rengthen the 

foundation for"11PUat and coo~~ration between our countries. And 
. ....-. 

by t~e same token, whene~er those ~ights are denied; the 

foundation is seriously weakened. Much more can and should be 

done to strengthen that· foundation. We welcome progreaa in this 

area as much as we welcome it in the effort to secure nuclear 

arms reduction. In fact, progress here and in all key areas of 

our relationship must go hand in hand. 

Peace between our countries is also affected by events 

throughout the. world. We Americans are proud that on this 

New Year's Day, _not a single American soldier is engaged in 

combat anywhere. But, even so, we cannot forget that many tragic J,...(.... 

s .. ~\-'7 
and bloody 

-
~ ·/4)t1& bt 

conflicts rage around the globe;; E- eenflicts such as 

r..fqh~nist:an il~onflicts that are causing untold human 

suffering and that could spread. The United States stands ready 

to support all serious efforts to find peaceful solutions to 

regional conflicts. And we are ready to work with the Soviet 

Union and any other. country to that end. 

There are many complex issues -to be discussed between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. Resolving them will not be 

easy, but the things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our 

two countries made progress on some of the toughest questions of 

all. In 1987, we'll make more, I'm sure. We must continue 
t 

together on the . journey toward lasting peace. 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centuries, men and women from all over the world have left their 

v.,• ... 
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• "bo•land• to make often dangeroua paaaagea to the ahorea of my. 

country, to a land of peace, where they had the freedom\ to make 

their hopear-~~ealitiea for their familiea and themselves. 

They ~ad a dre&11 and we ~n America call it, the •American ~ream.• 
.. 

' But to live in a land of peace and hope ia not juat th• ~ 
·, 

•American Dream.• It is the dream of all people, of all lands. ·,.._ __ 

There is an old verse that goes: 

Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/As beautiful as a Russian soul. 

All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second World War, just as all the world 

knows and honors the nobility of your ~~iljle beritage in 

literature and the arts. That great heritage springs from a 

: magnificence of the soul that no suffering can ever obscure, that ,._ 

suffering.has only 
. e nr-1 t.~e.d tu~~, eafte~~ej all 

ennobled -- a soul and culture that have;~ ~in . 

of civiliza~ion. Let us, in this season~~- ( 51a1~: 

hope, hear the voice of that soul which encompasses many peoples 

and traditions. Let us hear the voice of all humanity's soul, 

the voice that speaks through Leo Tolstoy, and through William 

Faulkner, through the martyrs, the poets, and the saints, and, 

yes, the voice that speaks also through a mother's prayer with a 

message that you can see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for peace 

and a message of goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you and good· night. 
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Good evening and "s novym godom" [SNOW-vim GODE-um]. This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America. As 

I did last year, I am speaking to you on the occasion of the 

New Year. This is a season of love and hope -- a time for 

reflection; a time of expectation; a time when people in America, 

just like people around the world, gather with family and friends 

to remember in many different ways the blessings of God and to 

look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you tonight, share our 

common hopes for the future -- our hopes for peace on Earth, our 

hopes for good will among all people, our hopes for a better 

world for ourselves and our children. Yes, there are enormous 

differences between our two systems. But there is also something 

the American and the Soviet people share, something as universal 

and eternal as what a mother feels when she hears the cry of her 

newborn child, and it is those common hopes. 

Last New Year's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 

and those of the American people for lasting peace between our 

two countries. I said I was determined that our two governments 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and move 

forward in all areas of our relations. Since then, a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 

know, there have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we did not accomplish more. 
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And yet, in 1986, the United States and Soviet Union took major 

steps forward for peace. I think the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we have succeeded in a lot. 

At the Geneva Summit, our two governments agreed to 

accelerate negotiations in all aspects of our relationship, 

including reducing nuclear stockpiles and increasing both sides' 

security, encouraging respect for human rights, resolving 

regional conflicts peacefully, and broadening contacts between 

our two countries. In the months that followed the Summit, our 

negotiators worked long and hard. Then, this fall, Mr. Gorbachev 

and I met again in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we could speed 

up progress, and we did move things a good distance forward. 

Some have even been kind enough to say that, on many issues, we 

made more progress in those 2 days than our diplomats made in the 

last 2 years. Yes, a great deal of work remains, but both sides 

are closer now than ever before. 

At Reykjavik, we agreed on the desirability of ultimately 

eliminating all nuclear weapons. We agreed that, as a start, we 

could eliminate all but a small number of intermediate-range 

nuclear arms. We could also cut in half the numbers of strategic 

arms over a 5-year period and make even more reductions after 

that. Mr. Gorbachev and I discussed, as well, specific 

approaches to strategic defenses, approaches that would protect 

the security and interests of both sides, and we talked about 

effective verification for all these agreements. 

After our Reykjavik meeting, both sides took time to reflect 

on what had been accomplished and on ways to move forward again, 
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and then the U.S. followed up with a wide range of concrete new 

proposals. As we look to the new year, we in America remain 

ready to continue to do everything necessary to turn this hard 

work into verifiable agreements. We hope the Soviet Union will 

approach negotiations with this same spirit. 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 

headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

U.S.S.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, rights that 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 

system is built. But tonight, let us remember that respect for 

those rights -- for the freedom and dignity of individuals -- is 

also the bedrock on which any true and enduring peace between our 

countries must be built. 
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Whenever there is a restoration of those rights to a man or 

a woman, as has happened recently, it helps strengthen the 

foundation for trust and cooperation between our countries. And 

by the same token, whenever those rights are denied, the 

foundation is seriously weakened. Much more can and should be 

done to strengthen that foundation. We welcome progress in this 

area as much as we welcome it in the effort to secure nuclear 

arms reduction. In fact, progress here and in all key areas of 

our relationship must go hand in hand. 

Peace between our countries is also affected by events 

throughout the world. We Americans are proud that on this 

New Year's Day, not a single American soldier is engaged in 

combat anywhere. But, even so, we cannot forget that many tragic 

and bloody conflicts rage around the globe -- conflicts such as 

the one in Afghanistan -- conflicts that are causing untold human 

suffering and that could spread. The United States stands ready 

to support all serious efforts to find peaceful solutions to 

regional conflicts. And we are ready to work with the Soviet 

Union and any other country to that end. 

There are many complex issues to be discussed between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. Resolving them will not be 

easy, but the things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our 

two countries made progress on some of the toughest questions of 

all. In 1987, we'll make more, I'm sure. We must continue 

together on the journey toward lasting peace. 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centuries, men and women from all over the world have left their 
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homelands to make often dangerous passages to the shores of my 

country, to a land of peace, where they had the freedom to make 

their hopes into realities for their families and themselves. 

They had a dream and we in America call it, the "American Dream." 

But to live in a land of peace and hope is not just the 

"American Dream." It is the dream of all people, of all lands. 

There is an old verse that goes: 

Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/As beautiful as a Russian soul. 

All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second World War, just as all the world 

knows and honors the nobility of your multiple heritage in 

literature and the arts. That great heritage springs from a 

magnificence of the soul that no suffering can ever obscure, that 

suffering has only ennobled -- a soul and culture that have, in 

turn, ennobled all of civilization. Let us, in this season of 

hope, hear the voice of that soul which encompasses many peoples 

and traditions. Let us hear the voice of all humanity's soul, 

the voice that speaks through Leo Tolstoy, and through William 

Faulkner, through the martyrs, the poets, and the saints, and, 

yes, the voice that speaks also through a mother's prayer with a 

message that you can see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for peace 

and a message of goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you and good night. 
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~~, ~, G..o't>E 
Good evening and "s novym godom" [SNOW-vim ~ti!B um]. This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America. As 

I did last year, I am speaking to you on the occasion of the 

New Year. This is a season of love and hope -- a time for 

reflection; a time of expectation; a time when people in America, 

just like people around the world, gather with family and friends 

to remember in many different ways the blessings of God and to 

look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you tonight, share our 

common hopes for the future -- our hopes for peace on Earth, our 

hopes for good will among all people, our hopes for a better 

world for ourselves and our children. Yes, there are enormous 

differences between our two systems. But there is also something 

the American and the Soviet people share, something as universal 

and eternal as what a mother feels when she hears the cry of her 

newborn child, and it is those common hopes. 

Last New Year's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 

and those of the American people for lasting peace between our 

two countries. I said I was determined that our two governments 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and move 

forward in all areas of our relations. Since then, a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 

know, there have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we did not accomplish more. 
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And yet, in 1986, the United States and Soviet Union took major 

steps forward for peace. I think the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we have succeeded in a lot. 

At the Geneva Summit, our two governments agreed to 

accelerate negotiations in all aspects of our relationship, 

including reducing nuclear stockpiles and increasing both sides' 

security, encouraging respect for human rights, resolving 

regional conflicts peacefully, and broadening contacts between 
-r,-_L S'oJ,w,111.-ft-

OUr two countries. In the months that followed~ our negotiators 

worked long and hard. Then, this fall, Mr. Gorbachev and I met~~--­

in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we could speed up progress, and 

we did move things a good distance forward. Some have even been ' ---~ ..... -'--------kind enough to say that we made more progress~o""h many issues:\in 

those 2 days than our diplomats made in the last 2 years. Yes, a 

great deal of work remains, but both sides are closer now than 

ever before. 

At Reykjavik, we agreed on the desirability of ultimately 
\,,I'& 7.,..J ~, u '•{ (' Cov (J 

eliminating all nuclear weapons. ~1 s a start, we would eliminate 

all but a small number of intermediate-range nuclear arms. We 
<:_ 
~ould also cut in half the numbers of strategic arms over a 

5-year period and make even more reductions after that. 

Mr. Gorbachev and I discussed, as well, specific approaches to 

strategic defenses, approaches that would protect~ the 

security and interests of both sides, and we talked about 

effective verification for all these agreements.--ff>~ing our 

Reykjavik meeting, both sides took time to reflect on what had 

been accomplished and on ways to move forward again, and then, 
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Cl. IAJ ,di- r-..,o/ ef 
the U.S. followed up withAconcrete new proposals ..i-R ell of thes9-~ 

• areas. As we look to the new year, we in America remain ready to 

continue to do everything necessary to turn this hard work into 

verifiable agreements. We hope the Soviet Union will approach 
~. 

~egotiations -i-R th~ same spirit. 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 

headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

U.S.S.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, rights that 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 

system is built. But tonight, let us remember that respect for 

those rights -- for the freedom and dignity of individuals -- is 

also the bedrock on which any true and enduring peace between our 

countries must be built. 
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Whenever there is a restoration of those rights to a man or 

a woman, as has happened recently, it helps strengthen the 

foundation for trust and cooperation between our countries. And 
e. 

by the same token, whenever those rights are denied, th~ 

foundation is seriously weakened. Much more can and should be 

done to strengthen that foundation. -im-t ";!e welcome progress in 

this area as much as we welcome it in the effort to secure 

nuclear arms reduction. In fact, progress here and in all key 

areas of our relationship must go hand in hand. 

Peace between our countries is also affected by events 

throughout the world. We Americans are proud that on this 

New Year's Day, not a single American soldier is engaged in 
a l! ~e , '2..VCM. 4So~ 

combat anywhere , in the world. But'we cannot fo[$1,~t.,that iihtR• 
~ .. , •• _) y-~ •:e'~?el,c.. 
~ many tragic and bloody conflicts .:i:R':.J;.he worl<i-day --

conflicts such as the one in Afghanistan -- conflicts that are 

causing untold human suffering and that could spread. The United 

States stands ready to support all serious efforts to find 

peaceful solutions to regional conflicts. And we are ready to 

work with the Soviet Union and any other country to that end. 

There are many complex issues to be dis~ed between the 
A~of~., & ... •••-, ~ 

United States and the Soviet Union. IL'-s not1easy, but the 
~ 

things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our two countries 
1.-.a-r: ~11\,Q 

made progress on some of the toughest 4ssues of all. In 1987, 

we'll make more, I'm sure. We must contin__>on the journey 

toward lasting peace ·<o"'geth;;r 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centuries, men and women from all over the world have left their 
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homelands to make often dangerous passages to the shores of my 

country, to a land of peace, where they had the freedom to make 

their hopes into realities for their families and themselves. 

They had a dream and we in America call it, the "American Dream." 

But to live in a land of peace and hope is not just the 

"American Dream." It is the dream of all people, of all lands. 

There is an old verse that goes: 

Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/As beautiful as a Russian soul. 

All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second World War, just as all the world 

knows and honors the nobility of your multiple heritage in 

literature and the arts. That great heritage springs from a 

magnificence of the soul that no suffering can ever obscure, that 

suffering has only ennobled -- a soul and culture that have, in 

turn, ennobled all of civilization. Let us, in this season of 

hope, hear the voice of that soul which encompasses many peoples 

and traditions. Let us hear the voice of all humanity's soul, 
't>7 C t.09...Ct,, 

the voice that speaks through Leo Tolstoy,,..ae-'through William 
~,u( 

Faulkner, through the martyrs, the poets, and the saints, and, 

yes, the voice that speaks also through a mother's prayer with a 

message that you can see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for peace 

and a message of goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you and good night. 




