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APRIL 14, 1986

PRESIDENT'S BACKUP COPY
ADDRESS TO THE NATION

MY FELLOW AMERICANS,

AT 7:00 THIS EVENING, EASTERN TIME, AIR AND NAVAL
FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES LAUNCHED A SERIES OF
STRIKES AGAINST THE HEADGUARTERS, TERRORIST FACILITIES
AND MILITARY ASSETS THAT SUPPORT MUAMMAR KHADAFI's
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES, THE ATTACKS WERE CONCENTRATED,
AND CAREFULLY TARGETED TO MINIMIZE CASUALTIES AMONG THE
LIBYAN PEOPLE -- WITH WHOM WE HAVE NO QUARREL.

FROM INITIAL REPORTS, OUR FORCES HAVE SUCCEEDED IN
THEIR MISSION,-—{M¥=KEE—FAVE=RETERNEE=SAFECY

SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, IN NEW ORLEANS, I WARNED
COLONEL KHADAFI WE WOULD HOLD HIS REGIME ACCOUNTABLE
FOR ANY NEW TERRORIST ATTACKS LAUNCHED AGAINST AMERICAN
CITIZENS,

MORE RECENTLY, I MADE IT CLEAR WE WOULD RESPOND --
AS SOON AS WE DETERMINED, CONCLUSIVELY, WHC WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR SUCH ATTACKS,
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ON APRIL 5TH, IN WEST BERLIN, A TERRORIST BOMB
EXPLODED IN A NIGHT CLUB FREQUENTED BY AMERICAN
SERVICEMEN. SERGEANT KENNETH FORD AND A YOUNG TURKISH
WOMAN WERE KILLED, AND 230 OTHERS WERE WOUNDED, AMONG
THEM SOME 50 AMERICAN MILITARY PERSONNEL, THIS
MONSTROUS BRUTALITY IS BUT THE LATEST ACT IN COLONEL
KHADAFI's REIGN OF TERROR,

THE EVIDENCE IS NOW CONCLUSIVE THAT THE TERRORIST
BOMBING OF LA BELLE DISCOTHEGUE WAS PLANNED AND
EXECUTED UNDER THE DIRECT ORDERS OF THE LIBYAN REGIME.

ON MARCH 25TH, MORE THAN A WEEK BEFORE THE ATTACK,
ORDERS WERE SENT FROM TRIPOLI TO THE LIBYAN PEGPLE’S
BUREAU IN EAST BERLIN, TO CONDUCT A TEKRORIST ATTACK
AGAINST AMERICANS -- TO CAUSE MAXIMUM AND
INDISCRIMINATE CASUALTIES., LIBYA's AGENTS THEN PLANTED
THE BOMB. ON APRIL 4TH, THE PEOPLE’s BUREAU ALERTED
TRIPOLI THAT THE ATTACK WOULD BE CARRIED OUT THE
FOLLOWING MORNING, THE NEXT DAY, THEY REPORTED BACK TO
TRIPOLI ON THE GREAT SUCCESS OF THEIR MISSION. OUR
EVIDENCE IS DIRECT; IT IS PKRECISE; IT IS IRREFUTABLE.
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WE HAVE SOLID EVIDENCE ABOUT OTHER ATTACKS KHADAFI
HAS PLANNED AGAINST U.S., INSTALLATIONS AND DIPLOMATS
AND EVEN AMERICAN TOURISTS., THANKS TO CLOSE
COOPERATION WITH OUR FRIENDS, SOME OF THESE HAVE BEEN
PREVENTED, WITH THE HELP OF FRENCH AUTHORITIES, WE
RECENTLY ABORTED ONE SUCH ATTACK: A PLANNED
MASSACRE -- USING GRENADES AND SMALL ARMS -- OF
CIVILIANS WAITING IN LINE FOR VISAS AT AN AMERICAN
EMBASSY,

COLONEL KHADAFI IS NOT ONLY AN ENEMY OF THE UNITED
STATES; HIS RECORD OF SUBVERSION AND AGGRESSION AGAINST
THE NEIGHBORING STATES IN AFRICA IS WELL-DOCUMENTED AND
WELL-KNOWN, HE HAS ORDERED THE MUKDER OF FELLOW
LIBYANS IN COUNTLESS COUNTRIES; HE HAS SANCTIONED ACTS
OF TERROR IN AFRICA, EUROPE, AND THE MIDDLE EAST, AS
WELL AS THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE.

TODAY, WE HAVE DONE WHAT WE HAD TO DO. IF
NECESSARY, WE SHALL DO IT AGAIN,

IT GIVES ME NO PLEASURE TO SAY THAT, AND I WISH IT
WERE OTHERWISE. BEFORE KHADAFI SEIZED PCWER IN 1969,
THE PEOPLE OF LIBYA HAD BEEN FRIENDS OF THE UNITED
STATES. AND I AM SURE THAT, TODAY, MOST LIBYANS ARE
ASHAMED AND DISGUSTED THAT THIS MAN HAS MADE THEIR
COUNTRY A SYNONYM FOR BARBARISM AROUND THE WORLD, THE
LIBYAN PEOPLE ARE A DECENT PEOPLE CAUGHT IN THE GRIP OF
A TYRANT,
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TO OUR FRIENDS AND ALLIES IN EUROPE, WHO
CO-OPERATED IN TODAY’s MISSION, I WOULD ONLY SAY: YOU
HAVE THE PERMANENT GKRATITUDE OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

EUKOPEANS WHO REMEMBER HISTORY UNDERSTAND BETTER
THAN MOST THAT THERE IS NO SECURITY, NO SAFETY, IN THE
APPEASEMENT OF EVIL. IT MUST BE THE CORE CF WESTERN
POLICY THAT THERE BE NO SANCTUARY FOR TERROR; AND, TO
SUSTAIN SUCH A POLICY, FREE MEN AND FREE NATIONS MUST
UNITE AND WORK TOGETHER,

SOMETIMES, IT IS SAID THAT BY IMPOSING SANCTIONS
AGAINST COLONEL KHADAFI, OR BY STRIKING AT HIS
TERRORIST INSTALLATIONS, WE ONLY MAGNIFY THE MAN's
IMPOKTANCE. THAT THE PROPER WAY TO DEAL WITH HIM IS TO
IGNORE HIM,

I DO NOT AGREE,

LONG BEFORE I CAME INTO THIS OFFICE, COLONEL
KHADAFI HAD ENGAGED IN ACTS OF INTERNATIONAL TERROR,
ACTS THAT PUT HIM OUTSIDE THE COMPANY OF CIVILIZED MEN,
FOR YEARS, HOWEVER, HE SUFFERED NO ECONOMIC OR
POLITICAL GR MILITARY SANCTION, AND THE ATROCITIES
MOUNTED IN NUMBER -- AS DID THE INNOCENT DEAD AND
WOUNDED.
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AND FOR US TO IGNORE, BY INACTION, THE SLAUGHTER
OF AMERICAN CIVILIANS AND AMERICAN SOLDIERS, WHETHER IN
NIGHT CLUBS OR AIRLINE TERMINALS, IS SIMPLY NOT IN THE
AMERICAN TRADITION,

WHEN OUR CITIZENS AKE ABUSED OR ATTACKED, ANYWHERE
IN THE WORLD, ON THE DIRECT ORDERS OF A HOSTILE
REGIME -- WE WILL RESPOND, SO LONG AS I AM IN THE
OVAL OFFICE,

SELF-DEFENSE IS NOT ONLY OUR RIGHT; IT IS OUR
DUTY. IT IS THE PURPCSE BEHIND THE MISSION UNDERTAKEN
TONIGHT, A MISSION FULLY CONSISTENT WITH ARTICLE 51 OF
THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTEK., WE BELIEVE THAT THIS
PRE-EMPTIVE ACTION AGAINST HIS TERRORIST INSTALLATIONS
WILL NOT ONLY DIMINISH COLONEL KHADAFI's CAPACITY TO
EXPORT TERROR; IT WILL PROVIDE HIM WITH INCENTIVES AND
REASCNS TO ALTER HIS CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR., I HAVE NO
ILLUSIONS THAT TONIGHT’s ACTION WILL RING DOWN THE
CURTAIN ON KHADAFI's REIGN OF TERROR., BUT THIS
MISSION, VIOLENT THOUGH IT WAS, CAN BRING CLOSER A
SAFER AND MORE SECURE WORLD FOR DECENT MEN AND WOMEN.
WE WILL PERSEVERE.

THIS AFTERNOGN, WE CONSULTED WITH THE LEADERS OF
CONGRESS REGARDING WHAT WE WERE ABOUT TO DO, AND WHY,
TONIGHT, I SALUTE THE SKILL AND PROFESSIONALISM OF THE
MEN AND WOMEN OF OQUR ARMED FORCES WHO CARRIED OUT THIS
MISSION, IT IS AN HONOR TO BE YOUR COMMANDER IN CHIEF.
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WE AMERICANS ARE SLOW TO ANGER: WE ALWAYS SEEK
PEACEFUL AVENUES BEFORE RESORTING TO THE USE OF FORCE.
AND WE DID. WE TRIED QUIET DIPLOMACY, PUBLIC
CONDEMNATION, ECONOMIC SANCTIONS, AND DEMONSTRATIONS OF
MILITARY FORCE. NONE SUCCEEDED,

DESPITE GUR REPEATED WARNINGS, KHADAFI CONTINUED
HIS RECKLESS POLICY OF INTIMIDATION, HIS RELENTLESS
PURSUIT OF TERROR., HE COUNTED ON AMERICA TO BE
PASSIVE., HE COUNTED WRONG.

I WARNED THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO PLACE ON EARTH
WHERE TERRORISTS CAN REST AND TRAIN AND PRACTICE THEIR
DEADLY SKILLS. I MEANT IT.

I SAID THAT WE WOULD ACT WITH OTHERS IF POSSIBLE,
AND ALONE IF NECESSARY, TO ENSURE THAT TEKRRORISTS HAVE
NO SANCTUARY ANYWHERE. TONIGHT, WE HAVE,

THANK YOU AND GCD BLESS YOU.

###
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MY FELLOW AMERICANS.

AT 7:0C THIS EVENING, EASTERN TIME, AIR AND NAVAL
FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES LAUNCHED A SERIES OF
STRIKES AGAINST THE HEADGUARTERS, TERRORIST FACILITIES
AND MILITARY ASSETS THAT SUPPORT MUAMMAR KHADAFI's
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES, THE ATTACKS WERE CONCENTRATED,
AND CAREFULLY TARGETED TO MINIMIZE CASUALTIES AMONG THE
LIBYAN PEOPLE -- WITH WHOM WE HAVE NO QUARREL.

FROM INITIAL REPORTS, OUR FORCES HAVE SUCCEEDED IN
THEIR MISSION -- [AND ALL HAVE RETURNED SAFELY)

SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, IN NEW ORLEANS, I WARNED
COLONEL KHADAFI WE WOULD HOLD HIS REGIME ACCOUNTABLE
FOR ANY NEW TERRORIST ATTACKS LAUNCHED AGAINST AMERICAN
CITIZENS,

MORE RECENTLY, I MADE IT CLEAR WE WOULD RESPOND --
AS SOON AS WE DETERMINED, CONCLUSIVELY, WHO WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR SUCH ATTACKS,
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ON APRIL 5TH, IN WEST BERLIN, A TERRORIST BCMB
EXPLODED IN A NIGHT CLUB FREQUENTED BY AMERICAN
SERVICEMEN, SERGEANT KENNETH FORD AND A YOUNG TURKISH
WOMAN WERE KILLED, AND 230 OTHERS WERE WOUNDED, AMONG
THEM SOME 50 AMERICAN MILITARY PERSONNEL. THIS
MONSTROUS BRUTALITY IS BUT THE LATEST ACT IN COLONEL
KHADAFI's REIGN OF TERROR.

THE EVIDENCE IS NOW CONCLUSIVE THAT THE TERRORIST
BOMBING OF LA BELLE DISCOTHEGUE WAS PLANNED AND
EXECUTED UNDER THE DIRECT ORDERS OF THE LIBYAN REGIFE,

ON MARCH 25TH, MORE THAN A WEEK BEFORE THE ATTACK,
ORDERS WERE SENT FROM TRIPOLI TO THE LIBYAN PEGPLE’S
BUREAU IN EAST BERLIN, TO CONDUCT A TEKRORIST ATTACK
AGAINST AMERICANS -- TO CAUSE MAXIMUM AND
INDISCRIMINATE CASUALTIES., LIBYA's AGENTS THEN PLANTED
THE BOMB. ON APRIL 4TH, THE PEOPLE’s BUREAU ALERTED
TRIPOLI THAT THE ATTACK WOULD BE CARRIED OUT THE
FOLLOWING MORNING, THE NEXT DAY, THEY REPORTED BACK TO
TRIPOLI ON THE GREAT SUCCESS OF THEIR MISSION. OUR
EVIDENCE IS DIRECT; IT IS PRECISE; IT IS IKREFUTABLE.
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WE HAVE SOLID EVIDENCE ABOUT OTHER ATTACKS KHADAFI
HAS PLANNED AGAINST U.S. INSTALLATIONS AND DIPLOMATS
AND EVEN AMERICAN TOURISTS., THANKS TO CLOSE
COOPERATION WITH OUR FRIENDS, SOME OF THESE HAVE BEEN
PREVENTED. WITH THE HELP OF FRENCH AUTHORITIES, WE
RECENTLY ABORTED ONE SUCH ATTACK: A PLANNED
MASSACRE -- USING GRENADES AND SMALL ARMS -- OF
CIVILIANS WAITING IN LINE FOR VISAS AT AN AMERICAN
EMBASSY.,

COLONEL KHADAFI IS NOT ONLY AN ENEMY OF THE UNITED
STATES; HIS RECORD OF SUBVERSION AND AGGRESSION AGAINST
THE NEIGHBORING STATES IN AFRICA IS WELL-DOCUMENTED AND
WELL-KNOWN, HE HAS ORDERED THE MUKDER OF FELLOW
LIBYANS IN COUNTLESS COUNTRIES; HE HAS SANCTIOMED ACTS
OF TERROR IN AFRICA, EUROPE, AND THE MIDDLE EAST, AS
WELL AS THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE.

TODAY, WE HAVE DONE WHAT WE HAD TO DO, IF
NECESSARY, WE SHALL DO IT AGAIN,

IT GIVES ME NO PLEASURE TO SAY THAT, AND I WISH IT
WERE OTHERWISE., BEFORE KHADAFI SEIZED PCWER IN 1969,
THE PEOPLE GF LIBYA HAD BEEN FRIENDS OF THE UNITED
STATES., AND I AM SURE THAT, TODAY, MOST LIBYANS ARE
ASHAMED AND DISGUSTED THAT THIS MAN HAS MADE THEIR
COUNTRY A SYNONYM FOR BARBARISM AROUND THE WORLD., THE
LIBYAN PEOPLE ARE A DECENT PEOPLE CAUGHT IN THE GRIP OF
A TYRANT,
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TO OUR FRIENDS AND ALLIES IN EUROPE, WHO
CO-OPERATED IN TODAY’s MISSION, I WOULD ONLY SAY: YOU
HAVE THE PERMANENT GKRATITUDE OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

EUKCPEANS WHO REMEMBER HISTORY UNDERSTAND BETTER
THAN MOST THAT THERE IS NO SECURITY, NO SAFETY, IN THE
APPEASEMENT OF EVIL. IT MUST BE THE CORE CF WESTERN
POLICY THAT THERE BE NO SANCTUARY FOR TERROR; AND, TO
SUSTAIN SUCH A POLICY, FREE MEN AND FREE NATIONS MUST
UNITE AND WORK TOGETHER,

SOMETIMES, IT IS SAID THAT BY IMPOSING SANCTIONS
AGAINST COLONEL KHADAFI, OR BY STRIKING AT HIS
TERRORIST INSTALLATIONS, WE ONLY MAGMIFY THE MAN’s
IMPOKTANCE, THAT THE PROPER WAY TO DEAL WITH HIM IS TO
IGNORE HIM,

I DO NCT AGREE,

LONG BEFORE I CAME INTO THIS OFFICE, CCLONEL
KHADAFI HAD ENGAGED IN ACTS OF INTERNATIONAL TERROR,
ACTS THAT PUT HIM OUTSIDE THE COMPANY OF CIVILIZED MEN,
FOR YEARS, HOWEVER, HE SUFFERED NO ECONOMIC OR
POLITICAL OR MILITARY SANCTION, AND THE ATROCITIES
MOUNTED IN NUMBER -- AS DID THE INNOCENT DEAD AND
WOUNDED,
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AND FOR US TO IGNORE, BY INACTION, THE SLAUGHTER
OF AMERICAN CIVILIANS AND AMERICAN SOLDIERS, WHETHER IN
NIGHT CLUBS OR AIRLINE TERMINALS, IS SIMPLY NOT IN THE
AMERICAN TRADITION,

WHEN OUR CITIZENS AKE ABUSED OR ATTACKED, ANYWHERE
IN THE WORLD, ON THE DIRECT ORDERS OF A HOSTILE
REGIME -- WE WILL RESPOND, SO LONG AS I AM IN THE
OVAL OFFICE,

SELF-DEFENSE IS NOT ONLY OUR RIGHT; IT IS OUR
DUTY, IT IS THE PURPOSE BEHIND THE MISSION UNDERTAKEN
TONIGHT, A MISSION FULLY CONSISTENT WITH ARTICLE 51 OF
THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTEK, WE BELIEVE THAT THIS
PRE-EMPTIVE ACTION AGAINST HIS TERRORIST INSTALLATIONS
WILL NOT ONLY DIMINISH COLONEL KHADAFI's CAPACITY TO
EXPORT TERROR; IT WILL PROVIDE HIM WITH INCENTIVES AND
REASONS TO ALTER HIS CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR., I HAVE NO
ILLUSIONS THAT TONIGHT's ACTION WILL RING DOWN THE
CURTAIN ON KHADAFI's REIGN OF TERROR., BUT THIS
MISSION, VIOLENT THOUGH IT WAS, CAN BRING CLOSER A
SAFER AND MORE SECURE WORLD FOR DECENT MEN AND WOMEN.
WE WILL PERSEVERE.

THIS AFTERNOGN, WE CONSULTED WITH THE LEADERS OF
CONGRESS REGARDING WHAT WE WERE ABOUT TO DO, AND WHY.
TONIGHT, I SALUTE THE SKILL AND PROFESSIONALISM OF THE
MEN AND WOMEN OF OUR ARMED FORCES WHO CARRIED OUT THIS
MISSION, IT IS AN HONOR TO BE YOUR COMMANDER IN CHIEF.
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WE AMERICANS ARE SLOW TO ANGER: WE ALWAYS SEEK
PEACEFUL AVENUES BEFORE RESORTING TO THE USE OF FORCE,
AND WE DID. WE TRIED QUIET DIPLOMACY, PUBLIC
CONDEMNATION, ECONOMIC SANCTIONS, AND DEMONSTRATIONS OF
MILITARY FORCE. NONE SUCCEEDED.

DESPITE GCUR REPEATED WARNINGS, KHADAFI CONTINUED
HIS RECKLESS POLICY OF INTIMIDATION, HIS RELENTLESS
PURSUIT OF TERROR., HE COUNTED ON AMERICA TO BE
PASSIVE, HE COUNTED WRONG.

I WARNED THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO PLACE ON EARTH
WHERE TERRORISTS CAN REST AND TRAIN AND PRACTICE THEIR
DEADLY SKILLS. I MEANT IT.

I SAID THAT WE WOULD ACT WITH OTHERS IF POSSIBLE,
AND ALONE IF NECESSARY, TO ENSURE THAT TEKRRCRISTS HAVE
NO SANCTUARY ANYWHERE., TONIGHT, WE HAVE,

THANK YOU AND GCD BLESS YOU.

##H
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PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SELF-DEFENSE AGAINST TERRORISM
MONDAY, APRIL 14, 1986

My fellow Americans.

At 7:00 this evening, Eastern time, air and naval forces of
the United States launched a series of strikes against the
headquarters, terrorist facilities and military assets that
support Muammar Khadafi's subversive activities. The attacks
were concentrated, and carefully targeted to minimize casualties
among the Libyan people -- with whom we have no quarrel,

From initial reports, our forces have succeeded in their
mission, b-aM-adi~heavt returmred Safelv..

Several weeks ago, in New Orleans, I warned Colonel Khadafi
we would hold his regime accountable for any new terrorist
attacks launched against American citizens.

More recently, I made it clear we would respond -- as soon
as we determined, conclusively, who was responsible for such
attacks.

On April 5, in West Berlin, a terrorist bomb exploded in a
night club frequented by American servicemen. Sergeant Kenneth
Ford and a young Turkish woman were killed, and 230 others were
wounded, among them some 50 American military personnel. This
monstrous brutality is but the latest act in Colonel Khadafi's
reign of terror.

The evidence is now conclusive that the terrorist bombing of
La Belle discotheque was planned and executed under the direct
orders of the Libyan regime.

On March 25, more than a week before the attack, orders were

sent from Tripoli to the Libyan People's Bureau in East Berlin,



to conduct a terrorist attack against Americans -- to cause
maximum and indiscriminate casualties. Libya's agents then
planted the bomb. On April 4th, the People's Bureau alerted
Tripoli that the attack would be carried out the following
morning. The next day, they reported back to Tripoli on the
great success of their mission. Our evidence is direct; it is
precise; it is irrefutable.

We have solid evidence about other attacks Khadafi has
planned against U.S. installations and diplomats and even
American tourists. Thanks to close co-operation with our
friends, some of these have been prevented. With the help of
French authorities, we recently aborted one such attack:

a planned massacre -- using grenades and small arms -- of
civilians waiting in line for visas at an American embassy.

Colonel Khadafi is not only an enemy of the United States;
his record of subversion and aggression against the neighboring
states in Africa is well-documented and well-known. He has
ordered the murder of fellow Libyans in countless countries; he
has sanctioned acts of terror in Africa, Europe, and the
Middle East, as well as the Western Hemisphere.

Today, we have done what we had to do. If necessary, we
shall do it again.

It gives me no pleasure to say that, and I wish it were
otherwise. Before Khadafi seized power in 1969, the people of
Libya had been friends of the United States.

And I am sure that, today, most Libvans are ashamed and disgusted
that this man has made their countrv a synonym for barbarism
around the world. The Libyan people are a decent people caught

in the grip of a tyrant.



To our friends and allies in Europe, who co-operated in
today's mission, I would only say: You have the permanent
gratitude of the American people.

Europeans who remember history understand better than most
that there is no security, no safety, in the appeasement of evil.
It must be the core of Western policy that there be no sanctuary
for terror; and, to sustain such a policy, free men and free
nations must unite and work together.

Sometimes, it is said that bv imposing sanctions against
Colonel Khadafi, or by striking at his terrorist installations,
we only magnify the man's importance. That the proper way to
deal with him is to ignore him.

I do not agree.

Long before I came into this office, Colonel Khadafi had
engaged in acts of international terror, acts that put him
outside the company of civilized men. For years, however, he
suffered no economic or political or military sanction. And the
atrocities mounted in number -- as did the innocent dead and
wounded.

And for us to ignore, by inaction, the slauchter of American
civilians and American soldiers, whether in night clubs or
airline terminals, is simply not in the American tradition.

When our citizens are abused or attacked, anywhere in the
world, on the direct orders of a hostile regime -- we will
respond, so long as I am in the Oval Office.

Self-defense is not only our right; it is our duty. It is
the purpose behind the mission undertaken tonight, a mission
fully consistent with Article 51 of the United Nations Charter.

We believe that this pre-emptive action against his terrorist



installations will not only diminish Colonel Khadafi's capacity
to export terror; it will provide him with incentives and reasons
to alter his criminal behavior. I have no illusions that
tonight's action will ring down the curtain on Khadafi's reign of
terror. But this mission, violent though it was, can bring

closer a safer and more secure world for decent men and women.

We will persevere.
: oL bed) co VAN atond
This afternoon, we : leaders of CongresgpAwhat

we were about to do, and why. Tonight, I salute the skill and
professionalism of the men and women of our armed forces who
carried out this mission. It is an honor to be your Commander in
Chief.

We Americans are slow to anger: We always seek peaceful
avenues before resorting to the use of force. And we did. We
tried quiet diplomacy, public condemnation, economic sanctions,
and demonstrations of military force. None succeeded.

Despite our repeated warnings, Khadafi continued his
reckless policy of intimidation, his relentless pursuit of
terror. He counted on America to be passive. He counted wrong.

I warned that there should be no place on Earth where
terrorists can rest and train and practice their deadly skills.
I meant it.

I said that we would act with others if possible, and alone
if necessary, to ensure that terrorists have no sanctuary
anywhere. Tonight, we have.

Thank you and God bless you.
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PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SELF-DEFENSE AGAINST TERRORISM
MONDAY, APRIL 14, 1986

My fellow Americans.

At 7:00 this evening, Eastern time, air and naval forces of
the United States launched a series of strikes against the
headquarters, terrorist facilities and military assets that
support Muammar Khadafi's subversive activities. The attacks
were concentrated, and carefully targeted to minimize casualties
among the Libyan people -- with whom we have no quarrel.

From initial reports, our forces have succeeded in their
mission.EE and all have returned safeliZ]

Several weeks ago, in New Orleans, I warned Colonel Khadafi
we would hold his regime accountable for any new terrorist
attacks launched against American citizens.

More recently, I made it clear we would respond -- as soon
as we determined, conclusively, who was responsible for such
attacks.

On April 5, in West Berlin, a terrorist bomb exploded in a
night club frequented by American servicemen. Sergeant Kenneth
Ford and a young Turkish woman were killed, and 230 others were
wounded, among them some 50 American military personnel. This
monstrous brutality is but the latest act in Colonel Khadafi's

reign of terror.

The evidence is now conclusive that the terrorist bombing of
La Belle discotheque was planned and executed under the direct
orders of the Libyan regime.

On March 25, more than a week before the attack, orders were

sent from Tripoli to the Libyan People's Bureau in East Berlin,



to conduct a terrorist attack against Americans =-- to cause
maximum and indiscriminate casualties. Libya's agents then
planted the bomb. On April 4th, the People's Bureau alerted
Tripoli that the attack would be carried out the following
morning. The next day, they reported back to Tripoli on the
great success of their mission. Our evidence is direct; it is
precise; it is irrefutable.

We have solid evidence about other attacks Khadafi has
planned against U.S. installations and diplomats and even
American tourists. Thanks to close co-operation with our
friends, some of these have been prevented. With the help of
French authorities, we recently aborted one such attack:

a planned massacre -- using grenades and small arms -- of
civilians waiting in line for visas at an American embassy.

Colonel Khadafi is not only an enemy of the United States;
his record of subversion and aggression against the neighboring
states in Africa is well-documented and well-known. He has
ordered the murder of fellow Libyans in countless countries; he
has sanctioned acts of terror in Africa, Europe, and the
Middle East, as well as the Western Hemisphere.

Today, we have done what we had to do. If necessary, we
shall do it again.

It gives me no pleasure to say that, and I wish it were
otherwise. Before Khadafi seized power in 1969, the people of
Libya had been friends of the United States.

And I am sure that, today, most Libyans are ashamed and disgqusted
that this man has made their countrv a synonym for barbarism
around the world. The Libyan people are a decent people caught

in the grip of a tyrant.



To our friends and allies in Europe, who co-operated in
today's mission, I would only say: You have the permanent
gratitude of the American people.

Europeans who remember history understand better than most
that there is no security, no safety, in the appeasement of evil.
It must be the core of Western policy that there be no sanctuary
for terror; and, to sustain such a policy, free men and free
nations must unite and work together.

Sometimes, it is said that by imposing sanctions against
Colonel Khadafi, or by striking at his terrorist installations,
we only magnify the man's importance. That the proper way to
deal with him is to ignore him.

I do not agree.

Long before I came into this office, Colonel Khadafi had
engaged in acts of international terror, acts that put him
outside the company of civilized men. For years, however, he
suffered no economic or political or military sanction. And the
atrocities mounted in number -- as did the innocent dead and
wounded.

And for us to ignore, by inaction, the slaughter of American
civilians and American soldiers, whether in night clubs or
airline terminals, is simply not in the American tradition.

When our citizens are abused or attacked, anywhere in the
world, on the direct orders of a hostile regime -- we will
respond, so long as I am in the Oval Office.

Self-defense is not only our right; it is our duty. It is
the purpose behind the mission undertaken tonight, a mission
fully consistent with Article 51 of the United Nations Charter.

We believe that this pre-emptive action against his terrorist



installations will not only diminish Colonel Khadafi's capacity
to export terror; it will provide him with incentives and reasons
to alter his criminal behavior. I have no illusions that
tonight's action will ring down the curtai; on Khadafi's reign of
terror. But this mission, violent though it was, can bring
closer a safer and more secure world for decent men and women.

We will persevere.

This afternoon, we explained to the leaders of Congress what
we were about to do, and why. Tonight, I salute the skill and
professionalism of the men and women of our armed forces who
carried out this mission. It is an honor to be your Commander in
Chief.

We Americans are slow to anger: We always seek peaceful
avenues before resorting to the use of force. And we did. We
tried quiet diplomacy, public condemnation, economic sanctions,
and demonstrations of military force. None succeeded.

Despite our repeated warnings, Khadafi continued his
reckless policy of intimidation, his relentless pursuit of
terror. He counted on America to be passive. He counted wrong.

I warned that there should be no place on Earth where
terrorists can rest and train and practice their deadly skills.

I meant it.

I said that we would act with others if possible, and alone
if necessary, to ensure that terrorists have no sanctuary
anywhere. Tonight, we have.

Thank you and God bless you.
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SELF-DEFENSE AGAINST TERRORISM

My fellow Americans.

At 7:00 this evening, Eastern time, air and naval forces of
the United States launched a series of strikes against the
headquarters, terrorist facilities and ;Eé military assets that
support Muammar Naydafi's subversive activities. The attacks
were concentrated, and carefully targeted to minimize casualties
among the Libyan peoplf;}— with whom we have no quarrel.

From initial reports, our forces have succeeded in their
missioé:}- and all have returned safely.

Several weeks ago, in New@brleans, I warned Colonel Khadafi
we would hold his regime accountable for any new terrorist
attacks launched against American citizens.

More recently, I made it clear we would responé:>- as soon
as we determined, conclusively, who was responsible for such
attacks.

On Apriéf}, in Wes(j%erlin, a terrorist bomb exploded in a
night club frequented by American servicemen. Sergeant Kenneth
Ford and a young Turkish woman were killed, and 23Qi}thers were
wounded, among them some Sei}merican military personnel. This
monstrous brutality is but the latest act in Colonel Khadafi's
reign of terror.

The evidence is now conclusive that the terrorist bombing of
Léiaelle discotheque was planned and executed under the direct
orders of the Libyan regime.

On Marc%i?S, more than a week before the attack, orders were

sent from Tripoli to the Libyan People's Bureau in Eas€:9erlin,
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to conduct a terrorist attack against AmericansM cause

maximum and indiscriminate casualties. Libyva's agents then

planted the bomb, } e . On Apr{fi;kh, the X

N

People'reau alerted Tripoli that the attack would be carried X

out the following morning. The next day, they reported back to
Tripoli on the great success of their mission. Our evidence is
direct; it is precise; it is irrefutable.

We have @ solid evidence abouﬂéttacks Khadafi has

planned againsstallations and dip

American tourists. Thanks to close [fo-opeyation with our

lomats and even )(
X

friends, some of these have been prevented. With the help of

French authorities, we recently aborted one such attack:

a planned massac@ng grenades and small a X Xx

civilians waiting in line for visas at an American embassy.
Coloqu::gzdafi is not only an enemy of the Unﬂébd States; x

his record of subversion and aggression against the neighboring

states in Africa is we(izggshmented and wezi:g;awn. He has X X

ordered the murder of fellow Libyans in countless countries; he

has sanctioned acts of terror in Africa, Europe, and the

Midst, as well as the Weste@misphere. w M
Today, we have done what we had to do. If necessary, we

shall do it again.
It gives me no pleasure to say that, and I wish it were

otherwise. Before Khadafi seized power in 1969, the people of

Libya had been friends of the United States. Pas

And I am sure that, today, most Libyans are ashamed and disgusted

that this man has made their country a synonym for barbarism

around the world. The Libyan people are a decent people caught

in the grip of a tyrant.
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To our friends and allies in Europe, who rated in <

today's mission, I would only say: You have the permanent
gratitude of the American people.

Europeans who remember history understand better than most
that there is no security, no safety, in the appeasement of evil.
It must be the core of policy that there be no
sanctuary for terror; and, to sustain such a policy, free men and
free nations must unite and work together.

Sometimes, it is said that by imposing sanctions against
Colon¢l Khadafi, or by striking at his terrorist installations, ;x:
we only magnify the man's importance. That the proper way to
deal with him is to ignore him.

I do not agree.

Long before I came into this office, Coloagz:gaadafi had ><
engaged in acts of international terror, acts that put him
outside the company of civilized men. For years, however, he
suffered no economic or political or military sanction. And the
atrocities mounted in number -- as did the innocent dead and
wounded.

And for us to ignore, by inaction, the slaughter of American
civilians and American soldiers, whether in night clubs or
airline terminals, is simply not in the American tradition.

When our citizens are abused or attacked, anywhere in the

world, on the direct orders of a hostile regi will

respond, so long as I am in the Oval Office.

Sfense is not only our right; it is our duty. It is

the purpose behind the mission undertaken tonight, a mission

fully consistent with Artic(Z:::)of the United Nations Charter. >

We believe that this ptive action against his terrorist



installations will not only diminish Colon adafi's capacity
to export terror; it will provide him with incentives and reasons
to alter his criminal behavior. I have no illusions that
tonight's action will ring down the curtain on Khadafi's reign of
terror. But this mission, violent though it was, can bring
closer a safer and more secure world for decent men and women.

We will persevere.

This afternoon, we explained to the leaders of Congress what
we were about to do, and why. Tonight, I salute the skill and
professionalism of the men and women of our armed forces who
carried out this missior@ It is an honor to be your Commander in
Chief.

We Americans are slow to anger: We always seek peaceful
avenues before resorting to the use of force. And we did. We
tried quiet diplomacy, public condemnationJr,economic sanctions,
and demonstrations of military force. None succeeded.

Despite ?pr repeated warnings, Khadafi continued his
reckless péS;;;zg of intimidation, his relentless pursuit of
terror. He counted on America to be passive. He counted wrong.

I warned that there should be no place on Earth where
terrorists can rest and train and practice their deadly skills.

I meant it.

I said that we would act with others if possible, and alonej
if necessary, to ensure that terrorists have no sanctuary
anywhere. Tonight, we have.

Thank you and God bless you.



(Buchanan)
April 14, 1986
6:00 p.m,

SELF-DEFENSE AGAINST TERRORISM

My fellow Americans.
7:60
At &iiﬂ‘this evening, Eastern time, air and naval forces of
the United States launched a series of strikes against the

headquarters, terrorist facilities and the military assets of

T
@mmar Kha@lhat support %’subversive activities. The

attacks were concentrated, and carefully targeted to minimize

casualties among the Libyan people -- with whom we have no
quarrel,

From initial reports, our forces have succeeded in their

AlLL HAvVE
mission -- aﬁazfg?ﬁ?ﬁed safely.

Several weeks ago, in New Orleans, I warned Colonel Khadafi
we would hold his regime accountable for any new terrorist
attacks launched against American citizens.

More recently, I made it clear we would respond -- as soon
as we determined, conclusively, who was responsible for such
attacks.

On April 5, in West Berlin, a terrorist bomb exploded in a
night club frequented by American servicemen. Sergeant Kenneth
Ford and a young Turkish woman were killed, and 230 others were
wounded, among them some 50 American military personnel. This
monstrous brutality is but the latest act in Colonel Khadafi's
reign of terror.

The evidence is now conclusive that the terrorist bombing of
La Belle discotheque was planned and executed under the direct

orders of the Libyan regime.



On March 25, more than a week before the attack, orders were
sent from Tripoli to the Libyan People's Bureau in East Berlin,
to conduct a terrorist attack against Americans, that would cause
maximum and indiscriminate casualties. Libya's agents then
planted the bomb at La Belle discotheque. On April 4th, the
People's Bureau alerted Tripoli that the attack would be carried
out the following morning. The next day, they reported back to
Tripoli on the great success of their mission. Our evidence is
direct; it is precise; it is irrefutable.

We have other solid evidence about attacks Khadafi has
planned against U.S. installations and diplomats and even
American tourists. Thanks to close co-operation with our
friends, some of these have been prevented. With the help of
French authorities, we recently aborted one such attack: a
planned massacre -- using grenades and small arms -- of civilians
waiting in line for visas at an American embassy.

Colonel Khadafi is not only an enemy of the Untied States:
his record of subversion and aggression against the neighboring
states in Africa is well-documented and well-known. He has
ordered the murder of fellow Libvans in countless countries; he
has sanctioned acts of terror in Africa, Europe, and the Middle
East, as well as the Western Hemisphere.

Today, we have done what we had to do. If necessary, we
shall do it again.

It gives me no pleasure to say that, and I wish it were

otherwise. |The people of Libya i— before Khadafi seized power in

1969 +4- were for many years friends of the United States.



And I am sure that, today, most Libyans are ashamed and disgusted
that this man has made their country a synonym for barbarism
around the world. The Libyan people are a decent people caught
in the grip of a tyrant.

To our friends and allies in Europe, who co-operated in
today's mission, I would only say: You have the permanent
gratitude of the American people.

Europeans who remember history understand better than most
that there is no security, no safety, in the appeasement of evil.
It must be the core of the West's policy that there be no
sanctuary for terror; and, to sustain such a policy, free men and
free nations must unite and work together.

Sometimes, it is said that by imposing sanctions against
Colonel Khadafi, or by striking at his terrorist installations,
we only magnify the man's importance. That the proper way to
deal with him is to ignore him.

I do not agree.

Long before I came into this office, Colonel Khadafi had
engaged in acts of international terror, acts that put him
outside the company of civilized men. For years, however, he
suffered no economic or political or military sanction. And the
atrocities mounted in number -- as did the innocent dead and
wounded.

And for us to ignore, by inaction, the slaughter of American
civilians and American soldiers, whether in night clubs or

airline terminals, is simply not in the American tradition.



When our citizens are abused or attacked, anywhere in the
world, on the direct orders of a hostile regime -- we will
respond, so long as I am in the Oval Office.

Self-defense is not only our right; it is our duty. It is
the purpose behind the mission undertaken tonight, a mission
fully consistent with Article 51 of the United Nations Charter.
We believe that this pre-emptive action against his terrorist
installations will not only diminish Colonel Khadafi's capacity
to export terror; it will provide him with incentives and reasons
to alter his criminal behavior. I have no illusions that
tonight's action will ring down the curtain on Khadafi's reign of
terror. But this mission, violent though it was, can bring
closer a safer and more secure world for decent men and women.

We will persevere.

This afternoon, we explained to the leaders of Congress what
we were about to do, and why. Tonight, I salute the skill and
professionalism of the men and women of our armed forces who

carried out this mission: It is an honor to be your Commander in

Chief. [Nahqdy and jgin all Amenjicans =->"and Jall ci ized

people -- in grieving for- those whp mafle the sypreme sacriFice”
[To the Aamilies of the airmen missing i ibva, let/me

state cledrly: [T hold Colohel Khadafi peysonally accountable/ for

their well-being. Profeésional military men, they are /entitled
to bé treated /as suc To harm/these /men, or any of the othér
WeSterners regmainipg in Libya, would entail graye cgnsequence

or that rdgime?]



We Americans are slow to anger: We always seek peaceful
avenues before resorting to the use of force. And we did. We
tried quiet diplomacy, public condemnations, economic sanctions,
and demonstrations of military force. None succeeded.

Despite our repeated warnings, Khadafi continued his
reckless policies of intimidation, his relentless pursuit of
terror. He counted on America to be passive. He counted wrong.

I warned that there should be no place on Earth where
terrorists can rest and train and practice their deadly skills.
I meant it.

I said that we would act with others if possible, and alone,
if necessary, to ensure that terrorists have no sanctuary
anywhere. Tonight, we have.

Thank you and God bless you.



(Buchanan)
April 14, 1986
5:00 p.m.

SELF-DEFENSE AGAINST TERRORISM

My fellow Americans.

At [ ] this evening, Eastern time, air and naval forces of
the United States launched a series of strikes against the
headquarters, terrorist facilities and the military assets of
Muammar Khadafi that support his subversive activities. The
attacks were concentrated, and carefully targeted to minimize
casualties among the Libyan people -- with whom we have no
quarrel.

From initial reports, our forces have succeeded in their
mission -- and returned safely.

Several weeks ago, in New Orleans, I warned Colonel Khadafi
we would hold his regime accountable for any new terrorist
attacks launched against American citizens.

More recently, I made it clear we would respond -- as soon
as we determined, conclusively, who was responsible for such
attacks.

On April 5, in West Berlin, a terrorist bomb exploded in a
night club frequented by American servicemen. Sergeant Kenneth
Ford and a young Turkish woman were killed, and 230 others were
wounded, among them some 50 American military personnel. This
monstrous brutality is but the latest act in Colonel Khadafi's

rqajn of terror.

The evidence is now conclusive that the terrorist bombing of
La Belle discotheque was planned and executed under the direct

orders of the Libyan regime.
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On March 25, more than a week before the attack, orders were
sent from Tripoli to the Libyan People's Bureau in East Berlin,
to conduct a terrorist attack against Americans, that would cause
maximum and indiscriminate casualties. Libya's agents then
planted the bomb at La Belle discotheque. On April 4th, the
People's Bureau alerted Tripoli that the attack would be carried
out the following morning. The next day, they reported back to
Tripoli on the great success of their mission. Our evidence is
direct; it is precise; it is irrefutable.

We have other solid evidence about attacks Khadafi has
planned against U.S. installations and diplomats and even
American tourists. Thanks to close co-operation with our
friends, some of these have been prevented. With the help of
French authorities, we recently aborted one such attack: a
planned massacre -- using grenades and small arms -- of civilians
waiting in line for visas at an American embassy.

Colonel Khadafi is not only an enemy of the Untied States;
his record of subversion and aggression against the neighboring
states in Africa is well-documented and well-known. He has
ordered the murder of fellow Libyans in countless countries; he
has sanctioned acts of terror in Africa, Europe, and the Middle
East, as well as the Western Hemisphere.

Today, we have done what we had to do. If necessary, we
shall do it again.

It gives me no pleasure to say that, and I wish it were
otherwise. The people of Libya -- before Khadafi seized power in

1969 -- were for .many years friends of the United States.
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And I am sure that, today, most Libyans are ashamed and disgusted
that this man has made their country a synonym for barbarism

around the world. The Libyan people are a decent people caught
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To our friends and allies in Europe, who co-operated in

an

in the grip of a ty

today's mission, I would only say: You have the permanent
gratitude of the American people.

Europeans who remember history understand better than most
that there is no security, no safety, in the appeasement of evil.
It must be the core of the West's policy that there be no
sanctuary for terror; and, to sustain such a policy, free men and
free nations must unite and work together.

Sometimes, it is said that by imposing sanctions against
Colonel Khadafi, or by striking at his terrorist installations,
we only magnify the man's importance. That the proper way to
deal with him is to ignore him.

I do not agree.

Long before I came into this office, Colonel Khadafi had
engaged in acts of international terror, acts that put him
outside the company of civilized men. For years, however, he
suffered no economic or political or military sanction. And the
atrocities mounted in number -- as did the innocent dead and

wounded.
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And for us to ignore, by inaction, the slaughter of American
civilians and American soldiers, whether in night clubs or airline
terminals, is simply not in the American tradition.

When our citizens are abused or attacked, anywhere in the
world, on the direct orders of a hostile regime -- we will
respond, so long as I am in the Oval Office.

Self-defense is not only our right; it is our duty. It is
the purpose behind the mission undertaken tonight, a mission
fully consistent with Article 51 of the United Nations Charter.
We believe that this pre-emptive action against his terrorist
installations will not only diminish Colonel Khadafi's capacity
to export terror; it will provide him with incentives and reasons
to alter his criminal behavior. I have no illusions that
tonight's action will ring down the curtain on Khadafi's reign of
terror. But this mission, violent though it was, can bring
closer a safer and more secure world for decent men and women.

We will persevere.

Tonight, I salute the skill and professionalism of the men
and women of our armed forces who carried out this mission: It
is an honor to be your Commander in Chief. [Nancy and I join all
Americans -- and all civilized people -- in grieving for those
who made the supreme sacrifice.]

[To the families of the airmen missing in Libya, let me
state clearly: I hold Colonel Khadafi personally accountable for
their well-being. Professional military men, they are entitled
to be treated as such. To harm these men, or any of the other
Westerners remaining in Libya, would entail grave consequences

for that regime.]



'F LI‘his afternoon, we explained to the leaders of Congress what

we were about to do, and why.
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We Americans are slow to anger, ;ii/always seek peaceful
avenues before resorting to the use of force. And we did. We
tried quiet diplomacy, public condemnations, economic sanctions,
and demonstrations of military force. None succeeded.

Despite our repeated warnings, Khadafi continued his
reckless policies of intimidation, his relentless pursuit of
terror. He counted on America to be passive. He counted wrong.

I warned that there should be no place on Earth where
terrorists can rest and train and practice their deadly skills.

I meant it.

-

_— D}
Finally- I said that we would act with others if possible,
awd -
alone, if necessary, to ensure that terrorists have no
sanctuary anywhere. Tonight, we have.

Thank you and God bless you.
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April 14, 1986

PRESEDENGIA-STATEMENG :  tuisisive Adainst Teatnish (
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My fellow Americans.

At [ ] this evening, Eastern time, air and naval forces of
the United States launched a series of strikes against the
headquarters, terrorist facilities and the military assets of
Muammar Khadafi that support his subversive activities. The
attacks were concentrated, and carefully targeted to minimize
casualties among the Libyan people -- with whom we have no
quarrel.

From initial reports, our forces have succeeded in their
mission -- and returned safely.

Several weeks ago, in New Orleans, I warned Colonel Khadafi
we would hold his regime accountable for any new terrorist
attacks launched against American citizens.

More recently, I made it clear we would respond -- as soon
as we determined, conclusively, who was responsible for such
attacks.

On April 5, in West Berlin, a terrorist bomb exploded in a
night club frequented by American servicemen. Sergeant Kenneth
Ford and a young Turkish woman were killed, and 230 others were
wounded, among them some 50 American military personnel. This
monstrous brutality is but the latest act in Colonel Khadafi's
regin of terror.

The evidence is now conclusive that the terrorist bombing of
La Belle discotheque was planned and executed under the direct

orders of the Libyan regime.



On March 25, more than a week before the attack, orders were
sent from Tripoli to the Libyan People's Bureau in East Berlin,
to conduct a terrorist attack against Americans, that would cause
maximum and indiscriminate casualties. Libya's agents then
planted the bomb at La Belle discotheque. On April 4th, the
People's Bureau alerted Tripoli that the attack would be carried
out the following morning. The next day, they reported back to
Tripoli on the great success of their mission. Our evidence is
direct; it is precise; it is irrefutable.

We have other solid evidence about attacks Khadafi has
planned against U.S. installations and diplomats and even
American tourists. Thanks to close co-operation with our
friends, some of these have been prevented. With the help of ;:;

AvTnnwliies s 2l
French liiillf'we recently aborted one such attack: a planned
massacre -- using grenades and small arms -- of civilians waiting
in line for visas at an American embassy.

Colonel Khadafi is not only an enemy of the Untied Statesy
Afis record of subversion and aggression against the neighboring
states in Africa is well-documented and well-known. He has
ordered the murder of fellow Libyans in countless countries; he
has sanctioned acts of terror in Africa, Europe, and the Middle
East, as well as the Western Hemisphere.

Today, we have done what we had to do. If necessary, we

shall do it again.



It gives me no pleasure to say that, and I wish it were
otherwise. &a¥F Ehe people of Libya -- before Khadafi seized
power in 1969 ---;ere for many years friends of the
United States. And I am sure that, today, most Libyans are
ashamed and disgusted that this man has made their country a
synonym for barbarism around the world. The Libvan people are a
decent people caught in the grip of a tyrant, and, tonight, I
want to pay special tribute to those brave and patriotic Libyans
who risk their lives to provide us with the vital information we
need to confirm Khadafi's role in these terrorist attacks.

To our friends and allies in Europe, who co-operated in
today's mission, I would only say: You have the permanent
gratitude of the American people.

Europeans who remember history understand better than most
that there is no security, no safety, in the appeasement of evil.
It must be the core of the West's policy that there be no
sanctuary for terror; and, to sustain such a policy, free men and
free nations must unite and work together.

Sometimes, it is said that by imposing sanctions against
Colonel Khadafi, or by striking at his terrorist installations,
we only magnify the man's importance. That the proper way to
deal with him is to ignore him.

I do not agree.

Long before I came into this office, Colonel Khadafi had
engaged in acts of international terror, acts that put him
outside the company of civilized men. For years, however, he
suffered no economic or political or military sanction. And the
atrocities mounted in number -- as did the innocent dead and

wounded.



And for us to ignore, by inaction, the slaughter of American
civilians and American soldiers, whether in night clubs or airline
terminals, is simply not in the American tradition.

When our citizens are abused or attacked, anywhere in the
world, on the direct orders of a hostile regime -- we will
respond, so long as I am in the Oval Office.

Self-defense is not only our right; it is our duty. It is
the purpose behind the mission undertaken tonight’ ~& mission
fully consistent with Article 51 of the United Nations Charter.
We believe that this pre-emptive action against his terrorist
installations will not only diminish Colonel Khadafi's capacity
to export terror; will provide him with incentives and
reasons to alter his criminal behavior. I have no illusions that
tonight's action will ring down the curtain on Khadafi's reign of
terror. But this mission, violent though it was, can bring
closer a safer and more secure world for decent men and women.

We will persevere.

Tonight, I salute the skill and professionalism of the men
and women of our armed forces who carried out this mission: It
is an honor to be your Commander in Chief. [Nancy and I join all
gpericans -- and all civilized people -- in grieving for those
;Lo made the supreme sacrifice.]

[To the families of the airmen missing in Libya, let me
state clearly: I hold Colonel Khadafi personally accountable for
their well-being. Professional military men, they are entitled
to be treated as such. To harm these men, or any of the other

Westerners remaining in Libya, would entail grave consequences

for that regime.]



We Americans are slow to anger, and always seek peaceful
avenues before resorting to the use of force. And we did. We
tried quiet diplomacy, public condemnations, economic sanctions,
and demonstrations of military force. None succeeded.

Despite our repeated warnings, Khadafi continued his
reckless policies of intimidation, his relentless pursuit of
terror. He counted on America to be passive. He counted wrong.

I warned that there should be nozlace on Earth where @
terrorists can rest and train and practice their deadly skills.
I meant it.

Finally, I said that we would act with others;if possible,
or alone, if necessary, to ensure that terrorists have no
sanctuary anywhere. Tonight, we have.

Thank you and God bless you.



(Buchanan)
April 14, 1986
4:00 p.m,
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: title
date

My fellow Americans.

At[%e%é}this evening, Eastern time, air and naval forces of
the United States launched a series of strikes against the
headquartérs, terrorist facilities and the military assets of
Muammar Khadafi that support his subversive activities. The
attacks were concentrated, and carefully targeted to minimize
casualties among the Libyan people -- with whom we have no
quarrel.

From initial reports, our forces have succeeded in their
mission -- and returned safely.

Several weeks ago, in New Orleans, I warned Colonel Khadafi
we would hold his regime accountable for any new terrorist
attacks launched against American citizens.

More recently, I made it clear we would respond -- as soon
as we determined, conclusively, who was responsible for such
attacks.

On April 5, in West Berlin, a terrorist bomb exploded in a
night club frequented by American servicemen. Sergeant Kenneth
Ford and a young Turkish woman were killed, and 230 others were
wounded, among them some 50 American military personnel. This
monstrous brutality is but the latest act in Colonel Khadafi's
regin of terror.

The evidence is now conclusive that the terrorist bombing of
La Belle discotheque was planned and executed under the direct

orders of the Libyan regime.



On March 25, more than a week before the attack, orders were
SeuT,
tikhsm‘ited from Tripoli to the Libyan People's Bureau in
East Berlin, to conduct a terrorist attack against Americans,

'
that would cause maximum and indiscriminate casualties. Libydu?

agents M then planted the bomb at La Belle
discotheque. On April 4th, the People's Bureau alerted Tripoli
that the attack would be carried out the following morning. The
next day, they reported back to Tripoli on the great success of
their mission. Our evidence is direct; it is precise; it is
irrefutable.

We have other solid evidence about attacks Khadafi has
planned against U.S. installations and diplomats and even
American tourists. Thanks to close co-operation with our
friends, some of these have been . With the help of our

Recot!!
French allies, weqsségked one such attack: a planned massacre b={
using grenades and small arms -- of civilians waiting in line for
visas at an American embassy.

Colonel Khadafi is not only an enemy of the Untied States.
His record of subversion and aggression against the neighboring
states in Africa is well-documented and well-known. He has
ordered the murder of fellow Libyans in countless countries; he
has sanctioned acts of terror in Africa, Europe, and the Middle
East, as well as ;E—the Western Hemisphere.

Today, we have done what we had to do. If necessary, we
shall do it again.

It gives me no pleasure to say that, and I wish it were
otherwise. For the people of Libya -- before Khadafi seized

power in 1969 -- were for many years friends of the United



States. And I am sure'that, today, most Libyans are ashamed and
disgusted that this man has made their country a synonym for
barbarism around the world. The Libyan people are a decent
people caught in the grip of a tyrant, and, tonight, I want to
pay special tribute to those brave and patriotic Libyans who
risk‘l’Eheir lives to provide us with the vital information we
needé to confirm Khadafi's role in these terrorist attacks.

To our friends and allies in Europe, who co-operated in
today's mission, I would only say: You have the permanent
gratitude of th%elw.

Europeans who remember history understand better than most

that there is no security, no safety, in the appeasement of evil.
It must be the core of the Wﬁkﬁ's policy that there ;Eé_be no
sanctuary for terror; and, to sustain such a policy, free men and
free nations must unite and work together.

Sometimes, it is said that by imposing sanctions against
Colonel Khadafi, or by striking at his terrorist installations,
we only magnify the man's importance. That the proper way to
deal with him is to ignore him.

I do not agree.

Long before I came into this office, Colonel Khadafi had
engaged in acts of international terror, acts that put him
outside the company of civilized men. For years, however, he
suffered no economic or political or military sanction. And the
atrocities mounted in number -- as did the innocent dead and
wounded.

And for us to ignore, by inaction, the slaughter of American
civilians and American soldiers, whether in niqhtclubs or airline

terminals, is simply not in the American tradition.
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cked, anywhere in the

When our citizﬂys are abused or at
world, on the direct orders of a hostile redime -- we will
respond, so long as I am in the Oval Office.

Self-defense is not only our right; it is ouk duty. It is
the purafse behind the mission undertaken tonigh We believe

Y Ac?i A 9 asnel,
that éha.é/pre-emptive 5!-:&:% ;§.u’ﬁfg/terrorist installations

will not only diminish Colonel Khadafi's capacity to export
terror; they will provide him with i;;g incentives and reasons to
alter his criminal behavior. Violent though it was, this
mission, undertaken this evening by American military forces, can
result in a safer and more secure world for decent men and women.
Tonight, I salute the skill and professionalism of the men
and women of our armed forces who carried out this mission: It
is an honor to be your Commander in Chief. [Nancy and I join all
gmericans -- and all civilized people -- in gqayving for those

-

who made the supreme sacrifice.] 2
N ising

[To the families of the qﬂymen oaptuszhhané-heié in Libya,

let me state clearly: I ;;;; hold Colonel Khadafi personally
—

accountable for their well-being. Professional military men,

they are entitled to be treated as such. To HA:E:::Z these men,

or any of the other Westerners remaining in Libya, would entail

grave consequences for that regime.]

We Americans are slow to anger, and always seek peaceful
avenues before resorting to the use of force. And we did. We
tried quiet diplomacy, public condemnations, economic sanctions,
and demonstrations of military force. /"M JoveCeeded.

Despite our repeated warnings, Khadafi coutinued his

reckless policies of intimidation, his relentless pursuit of



terror. He counted on America to be passive. AM& he counted
=
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wrong.
%14 warned that there should be no place on Earth where

terrorists can rest and train and practice their deadly skilla I

meant it. o Pesiedle
Finally, I said that we would act vwlEF with other or

(-] L]
alone, if necessary, to ensure that terrorists havfno sanctuary

TnigAl
anywhere. Wwe have.

Thank you and God bless you.



My fellow Americans.

|at [6:30) this eve

the United States unched a series of strikes against the head-

ng, Eastern time, air and naval forces of

v Tde

qérters, @K terrorist facilities anmlitary assets of Muammar

@B Quadaffi The attacks were concentrated, and carefully targeted

to minﬁ!ze casulaties among the Lig;aan people---with whom we have
-

no quarrel.



Erom initial reports, our forces have succeed#ed in their
’-—\
mission---and returned NN safely.
| SE—
LSeveral weeks ago, in New Orleans, I warned Colonel Khadafi
e
u: would hold his regime accountable for any new terrorist attacks
launched against)
\./Enerican citizens.

¥
—
m\l\_dpre recently, I made it clear slmst we would reéénd—-—as soon

as we determined, conclusively, who was responsible for such ¥EEEK

attacks.



Lgn April 5, in West Berlin, a terrorist bomb exploded in
a night club @@ frequented by American servicemen. Sergeant Kenneth

\
Ford and a young Turish woman Mre killed. inwthat terroristeattacik,

and 230 others were wounded, Among them sssme some 50 American military
e :

personnel. This monstrous brutality is but the latest act in

SEEEEANEENEEEN Colonenel ®W¥ Khadafi's reign of terror.



Cowe luyive
[Ehe evidence is now M that the AWK terrorist bombing

of €@ La Belle discotheque was planned and executed under the

direct orders of the Libyan regimﬁ-—-epe-r-a-b-i-ng—thmg-h--a-genﬂts

A,
l_Qn March 25, more thanVa week before the attack, orders were

transmitted from Tripoli to the Libyan People's Bureau in East Berlin,

Thal orvnde
to conduct a terrorist attack against Americans, M

o]
t cause maﬁbmum and indiscriminate casuﬂgties. Libyan agents in

_— ——
Westemh Berlin then planted the bomb at h.___ La Belle discothequ@
af@ on NEEEN April 4th, the People's Bureau #8 alerted Tripoli that
o Fotlosriv
the attack would be carried out the ﬂ: morning. The next
on,
day, they reported back to Tripoli%le great success of their mission.

Our evidence is direct; it is precise; it is @@ irrefutable.



[ye have other solid eividence about attacks Khadafi has
v.r,” Awd
WEAE planned against P&l installations diplomats and
even American tourists. Thanks to close co-operation with our
’-Oilvll
M some of these have been aborted. With the help of our
Y4 v, ot
nch allies, we abort/;ne such attacks a planned massacre

using grenades and small arms---of civilians waiting in line for visas

at an American embassy.



—
l!!E Colonel Khadai is not only an enemy of the United States.
His record of subversion and aggression against ﬁ.ﬁlnelghborlng

states in Africa is well-documented and well-known. He has ordered

the murder of fellow Libyans in REFSEPEEMMNNANENMNNRNEN countless

E— A’lo‘t,
WesEsmn countries; e he has sanctioned acts of terror inY{Europe,

S Awd, )
dthe Middle East, Al as well asVthe Western
Hemisphere.
LI‘oday,\yhave done what we had to do 9 if necessary
m agala__”
l}t gives me no pleasure to say that, and I wish it were other-

o' 194
wise. For the {l#@® people of Libya}--——before Khadafi seized powei

---were for many years @€ friends of the United States. And I am

Mol Ane
sure that, today, “ Libyansﬁshamed and disgusted that

this man has made their country a synonym for & barbarism

around the world.
i
l!!E_The Libyan people are a decent people caught in the grip of a
tyrant, and, tonight, I want to pay special tribute to those brave
and patriotic Libyans who risked their lives to provide us with the
vital information we needed to confirm Khadafi's role in these
terrorist attacks.

lEP our friends and allies in Europe, who co-operated in today's
mission,I would only say: You have the permanent gratitude of the
people of the United States.

Europeans who remember history understand better than most

that there is no security, no safety, in the appeasement of evil.

SR Tt must be the coge o of the West's policy that

oy

there can be no sanctuary for terroy¥; and, to sustain such a policy,
free men and free nations MER mustfwork together.



lggmetimes, it is said that by imposing sanctions against
Colonel Khadafi, or by striking at his terrorig&w%gstallations,
we only magnify the man's importance. That thé\&;;/to deal with
him is to ignore him.

I do not agree.
-,

LEpng before I came into this office, Colonel Khadafi ill/
engaged in acts of international terror, ac;ythat put him outside
the company of civilized men. For years, however, he suffered
no economic or political or military sanction. And% the

atrocities mounted in number---

as did the ##® innocent dead and wounded.

And for us to ignore, by Wl inE?ction, the slaughter of
American civilizans and American soliders, whether in nightclubs or
airline terminals, is simply not in the American tradition.

When our citizens are abused or attacked, anywhere in the WEBE

rave? a
world, on thé&/orders of\i/hostile regime---we will respond, so long
as I am in the Oval Office.

lgglf-defense is not only our right; it is our duty. It is the
purpose behind the mission undertaken tonight. We believe that these
pre-emptive assaults upon his terrorist installations will not only
—— 2 Bl
BB diminish GENENEERE Colonel Khadafi's capacity to export terror;

j Se—— . w—__’
they @l will provide B him with both incentives and reasons to

alter his criminal behavior; SN W Clc"t though it was,

this mission, undertaken this evening by American military forces, can
XANRRPERRRIK R KX X

result in a safer and more secure world for dent men and women.



qR‘I salutel tonight, the skill and professionalism of the men

and women of our armed forces who W@We carried out this mission:
It is an honor to be your Commander in Chief. (Eancy and ‘1 j0inh

all Americans---and all civizlied people---in greiving for those

who made the supreme sacrifice, onpshnismisstemn.
C"oard g Keldd
Ei the families if the airmen Shassb=asbiswe™ in Libya, let
me state cleary: I WSEE® will hold Colonel Khadafi personally X®EEX
accountable for their well-being. 2a&® professional military men, they
are entitled to be treated as such. To mistreat these men, or any

of the other MNISEISENERSGr Westerners remaining in Libya, would

, 74.:4
entail grave consequences for i regimé:]

REXAXBEERXS
ople slow to‘azé%j;’apdq'bef Zg/ﬁgstcrtm?«_

We-AmeYicanas are a
ful means

to-force, Mie atwyas try

it




must\be paid when a policy of death and intimidation is pfacticed
against\ the civilized nations of the world. There is n©
"vilctory" \for Qadhafi today; he would be victorious only if he
continued to\murder Americans and others and paid no penalty

wh%tsoever.

1Tc our brave men and ‘'women in uniform” who have carried %ut this

actlion: I am proud to beé your Commiander-in-Chief and salute the

dagin ang i ror a1 EH W ose who died did\so on a

migsion of utmost importance€.\ Nancy and I join all Amerjicans and

all the civilized world An griewing their supreme sacrifiice.]

famities [ci_ ne fYale:
[TOo the léwed=ened of the airmen sti alive in Libya I will
\accwelable
hold Colonel QAdhafi personally respensibl® for their weéll-being

and safe refurn. As professional military men, they aré entitled
MisTRE

to dec treatment. TO ¥ t—-these men)\ or any of the
eniarl
Wes ners who remain in Libya, would\harejgrave conseghence. ]
Seex
lWe Americans are slow to anger, and always weat:¥3-04§ peaceful

2N
efore ' 0 the use of force. And we did. We

tried quiet dlplomacyi_;conomlc sanctlonsﬁ:E;pllc condemnatio
loTany
and demonstrations oNforce. oo ronae e SuCCecdeR, “

pW/ (lf’t‘i—f‘—m

In fair/ﬁg;klng, éald that we"w1sh nbt to see guf izens

aPPj?f;//pf or blo t of the sklei;///Our warning /G//\\

gnored



6 el x A7
N\ ﬂ/o‘tit/ o F Yhiine

ﬂl/,’iff fva 47’(’(‘4( A/Add;u,l_’/
\Qﬁahafi continued his reckles %Muit of terror,

to e
and=ifiGimidetsor™ He counted on o be passive. VgeJcounted

wrong.

A‘A»J A pmg A
\vpmi-eé—th*a{there should be no place on Earth where

Ane, pwd, ‘
terrorists can rest train ’Weg/practice their ow@éd=anmd deadly

skillsJ Jmeant it.

Finally, I said that we would act together with others, or
aleore
M, if necessary, to ensure that terrorists have no

sanctuary anywhere. ASS®f today, we have.

P

Thank you and God bless you.



April 14/1300
W/ Resh ¥ Ww‘f—s

DRAFT PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH

My fellow Americans:

At o'clock this evening, United States military forces
engaged in a series of concentrated, carefully targeted air
operations against Muammar Qadhafi's terrorist facilities and
headquarters in Libya, hitting military assets that support

his subversive adventures. Every effort was made to avoid harm

to the people of Libya with whom we have no quarrel.

Initial reports tell me that our forces have successfully

completed their mission (and returned safely).

A few weeks ago speaking in New Orleans, I said that we would
hold Colonel Qadhafi accountable for any new terrorist attacks

launched by him against Americans.

More recently, I made it clear that we would respond only when we
had complete evidence as to who was responsible for such attacks.
On April 5, in West Berlin, a terrorist bomb exploded in a night
club known to be frequented by American servicemen. The bomb

that killed Sergeant Kenneth Ford and a young Turkish woman also
wounded 230 others. Among them some 50 or more American military
personnel. This monstrous terrorist brutality is but the latest

chapter of Qadhafi's reign of terror.



We have unequivocal evidence that the attack was planned and
executed under the direct orders of the present Libyan government
through their People's Bureau in East Berlin. The objective was
to cause maximum, indiscriminate casualties. On March 25, orders
were transmitted from the Libyan government in Tripoli to the
Libyan People's Bureau in East Berlin to conduct a terrorist
attack against Americans. Libyan agents in West Berlin planted
the bomb at Le Belle discotheque. On April 4, the People's
Bureau alterted Tripoli that the attack would take place the next
morning. The next day, they reported back to Libya on the

success of their mission. The evidence is direct, precise, and

irrefutablg.beyond—aay—reascnabie*doubt.

Suda Qadhaf; bor walt Qe ol
We also have smeh evidence with regard to plans‘fer attacks
against American diplomats, innocent travelers, and American
installations. Some of these have been thwarted thanks to close
o3voul
cooperation with our friends. One suchﬁyould have been a grenade
and small arms slaughter of innocent civilians waiting in line
for visas at an embassy. , We were able to abort that planned
massacre. It is unlikel;rthat we can be successful all the time.

L wia e \alp o freneln m\\u‘v\'\u)

Qadhafi is a global menace. His record of murder, blackmail,

aggression and subversion is well-known and documented. He
murders fellow Libyans and carrys out terrorism in North Africa,

the Middle East, Europe, Asia, and our own hemisphere.



FRLE

4

//;fgpped up his evil planning and boasted of it. \

3 i

.

4

/
Our\policy has been clear and consistent. We wilf/réspond when

those responsible for terrorist acts have been/iéentified and
/

g  z :
that includes governments practicing terrorism or actively

supporting it. \Thg\American people agg/ﬁbt going to tolerate
intimidation, terro;>\and outright/aé;s of aggression. Nor

o’
should that be expected of. them{/ I consider that the Oath of
Office I took was a pledge to\Qrotect the God given rights of
Americans whenever and wﬁérever those rights were threatended.
On last January 8, I 1mposed economlc\ anctions on Libya and
called upon other governments to join US‘Qn collective action as
a warning EQ'Qadhafl to stop his support of errorist activity.

At that tlme, I made it clear that more forcefﬁ} action would be

takﬁp if he failed to heed this warning. He not oh%? failed, he

N\
\

Today, we have done what we regrettably had to do and, if
necessary, we will do it again. It doesn't give me pleasure to

say that and I wish it could be otherwise.

Libya was for many years a friend of the United States, before
Qadhafi seized power in 1969. 1I'm sure there are many, many
Libyans who are ashamed that this man has made their country a
symbol of barbarism through the world. The bloodied bodies on
the floors of the airports in Rome and Vienna, one of them an 11

year old girl, people bomb blasted out of airplanes in the sky



and now this latest horror, this is not the doing of the people
of Libya. Colonel Qadhafi, with his small clique of supporters,
has squandered Libya's precious resources to build his military
might and to send his messengers of hate and death throughout the
world. I want to thank the brave and patriotic Libyans who have
risked their lives to provide us with vital information on his
intended terrorist attacks and the intelligence we needed to

carry out today's operations.

To our friends and allies in Western Europe, I want to say: The
American people owe a debt of gratitude to those who cooperated
with us in this effort. Europeans who remember history
understand better than most that appeasement of evil affords no
safety. These steps by themselves will not end terrorism. The
West will have to stand together, redouble its effort, and
sustain a firm policy to ensure that terrorists have no sanctuary

anywhere.

Sometimes you hear it said that we just build up Qadhafi by
paying him so much attention, that we should just ignore him, and
thereby reduce his importance. How do you ignore the vicious
slaughter of innocent people who have done no harm to anyone? 1In
all the years we have not acted decisively against him, his
crimes have only increased. He needs no pretexts; he continues

his assault on the civilized world unprovoked. A stiff price



April 14/1300

DRAFT PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH

My fellow Americans:

At o'clock this evening, United States military forces
engaged in a series of concentrated, carefully targeted air
operations against Muammar Qadhafi's terrorist facilities and
headquarters in Libya, hitting military assets that support

his subversive adventures. Every effort was made to avoid harm

to the people of Libya with whom we have no quarrel.

Initial reports tell me that our forces have successfully

completed their mission (and returned safely).

A few weeks ago speaking in New Orleans, I said that we would
hold Colonel Qadhafi accountable for any new terrorist attacks

launched by him against Americans.

More recently, I made it clear that we would respond only when we
had complete evidence as to who was responsible for such attacks.
On April 5, in West Berlin, a terrorist bomb exploded in a night
club known to be frequented by American servicemen. The bomb
that killed Sergeant Kenneth Ford and a young Turkish woman also
wounded 230 others. Among them some 50 or more American military
personnel. This monstrous terrorist brutality is but the latest

chapter of Qadhafi's reign of terror.



We have unequivocal evidence that the attack was planned and
executed under the direct orders of the present Libyan government
through their People's Bureau in East Berlin. The objective was
to cause maximum, indiscriminate casualties. On March 25, orders
were transmitted from the Libyan government in Tripoli to the
Libyan People's Bureau in East Berlin to conduct a terrorist
attack against Americans. Libyan agents in West Berlin planted
the bomb at Le Belle discotheque. On April 4, the People's
Bureau alterted Tripoli that the attack would take place the next
morning. The next day, they reported back to Libya on the
success of their mission. The evidence is direct, precise, and

irrefutable beyond any reasonable doubt.

We also have such evidence with regard to plans for attacks
against American diplomats, innocent travelers, and American
installations. Some of these have been thwarted thanks to close
cooperation with our friends. One such would have been a grenade
and small arms slaughter of innocent civilians waiting in line
for visas at an embassy. We were able to abort that planned

massacre. It is unlikely that we can be successful all the time.

Qadhafi is a global menace. His record of murder, blackmail,
aggression and subversion is well-known and documented. He
murders fellow Libyans and carrys out terrorism in North Africa,

the Middle East, Europe, Asia, and our own hemisphere.



Our policy has been clear and consistent. We will respond when
those responsible for terrorist acts have been identified and
that includes governments practicing terrorism or actively
supporting it. The American people are not going to tolerate
intimidation, terror, and outright acts of aggression. Nor
should that be expected of them. I consider that the Oath of
Office I took was a pledge to protect the God given rights of
Americans whenever and wherever those rights were threatended.
On last January 8, I imposed economic sanctions on Libya and
called upon other governments to join us in collective action as
a warning to Qadhafi to stop his support of terrorist activity.
At that time, I made it clear that more forceful action would be
taken if he failed to heed this warning. He not only failed, he

stepped up his evil planning and boasted of it.

Today, we have done what we regrettably had to do and, if
necessary, we will do it again. It doesn't give me pleasure to

say that and I wish it could be otherwise.

Libya was for many years a friend of the United States, before
Qadhafi seized power in 1969. I'm sure there are many, many
Libyans who are ashamed that this man has made their country a
symbol of barbarism through the world. The bloodied bodies on
the floors of the airports in Rome and Vienna, one of them an 11

year old girl, people bomb blasted out of airplanes in the sky



and now this latest horror, this is not the doing of the people
of Libya. Colonel Qadhafi, with his small clique of supporters,
has squandered Libya's precious resources to build his military
might and to send his messengers of hate and death throughout the
world. I want to thank the brave and patriotic Libyans who have
risked their lives to provide us with vital information on his
intended terrorist attacks and the intelligence we needed to

carry out today's operations.

To our friends and allies in Western Europe, I want to say: The
American people owe a debt of gratitude to those who cooperated
with us in this effort. Europeans who remember history

understand better than most that appeasement of evil affords no

safety. These steps by themselves will not end terrorism. The

West will have to stand together, redouble its effort, and

——

sustain a firm policy to ensure that terrorists have no sanctua

anywhere.

-—
Sometimes you hear it said that we just build up Qadhafi by
paying him so much attention, that we should just ignore him, and
thereby reduce his importance. How do you ignore the vicious
slaughter of innocent people who have done no harm to anyone? 1In
all the years we have not acted decisively against him, his
crimes have only increased. He needs no pretexts; he continues

his assault on the civilized world unprovoked. A stiff price



must be paid when a policy of death and intimidation is practiced
against the civilized nations of the world. There is no
"victory" for Qadhafi today; he would be victorious only if he
continued to murder Americans and others and paid no penalty

whatsoever.

[To our brave men and women in uniform who have carried out this
action: I am proud to be your Commander-in-Chief and salute the
daring and skill you displayed. Those who died did so on a
mission of utmost importance. Nancy and I join all Americans and

all the civilized world in grieving their supreme sacrifice.]

[To the loved ones of the airmen still alive in Libya: I will
hold Colonel Qadhafi personally responsible for their well-being
and safe return. As professional military men, they are entitled
to decent treatment. To maltreat these men, or any of the

Westerners who remain in Libya, would have grave consequence.]

We Americans are slow to anger, and always want to try peaceful
means before we resort to the use of force. And we did. We
tried quiet diplomacy, economic sanctions, public condemnations,

and demonstrations of force.

In fair warning, I said that we "wish not to see our citizens
kidnapped, shot, or blown out of the skies." Our warnings were

ignored.



Qadhafi continued his reckless and relentless pursuit of terror
and intimidation. He counted on us to be passive. He counted

wrong.

I promised that there should be no place on Earth where
terrorists can rest or train or practice their cruel and deadly

skills. I meant it.
Finally, I said that we would act together with others, or
unilaterally, if necessary, to ensure that terrorists have no

sanctuary anywhere. As of today, we have.

Thank you and God bless you.



April 12/1700

DRAFT PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH

) ) ond

My fellow Americans:

Ox - — Qe
This evening, United States military forces ame—stoiietag—e-pieow
agrirst—tEfreorienr—3hey=are cngaged in a series of concentrated,
carefully targeted air operations against Muammar Qadhafi's

t terrorist facilities

and headquarters in Libya,‘i;ggtsx military assets that support

Hs
Qmethadés-l-s subversive adventures, a

peuc!—eh=z:1nppn:bo—thte—evt&—eeg;;;‘l
: : . Every effort Lae—been made
to%hamtowﬁww*m

Initial reports tell me that our forces have successfully

completed their mission (and returned safely).

g&«v;&/ ¢ HotO
A few weeks agovin New Orleans, I said that Ilssesss would hes=wedd

D

; L Srayceq grHn .
cc""‘;"""M"“'accountable for any new terrorist attacksYagainst Americans.
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Jrs VY W LTS (Y jtdﬂt»ng oA T e jorta s sl e Avesl QJ;:ikﬂ-

On April 5, in West Berlin, a terrorist bomb exploded in a night
club known to be frequented by American servicemen. The bomb
that killed Sergeant Kenneth Ford and a young Turkish woman also

——

.
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wounded 230 others, Among

Sae 5@ oA ctoq¥ AMERIAW MIL. PERSONELS ,
them dmmm This ms-Serternatiened
MONSTRQS terrorist brutality em—e-menstroossseste—=xgndwé is but the

latest chapter of Qadhafi's reign of terror.



b P e e G i We have unequivocal evidence that the

attack was planned and executed under the direct orders of the PREseEaT

Libyan government through their People's Bureau in East Berling

awdche Ehe objective was to cause maximum, indiscriminate

fo::th#s=a%¥6€ft?&l On March 25, orders were transmitted from the

Libyan government in Tripoli to the Libyan People's Bureau in
East Berlin to conduct a terrorist attack against Americans.
Libyan agents in West Berlin planted the bomb at Le Belle
discotheque. On April 4, the People's Bureau alterted Tripoli
that the attack would take place the next morning. The next day,
they reported back to Libya on the success of their mission. The
evidence is direct, precise, and irrefutable beyond any
reasonable doubt.

qumww,ﬁwnw

@~ attacks against American diplomats, innocent travelers, and ANER AV

0 S HAVE ReeV
installations. Some szfﬂie thwarted thanks to close cooperation

ONG SUCH WLkl HAUE BESY A GREVADE ¢ SHAL ARMS
with our friends. Pee-seme—attacke—Ray—yet-be—garried —ont.
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— b
Qadhafi is nmret—a—mere—idrilanb—as—some—suggest. —swt a global

menace. His record of murder, blackmail, aggression and

-

subversion is well-known and documented. Ispdeeds—hot—onty—does

Re murdersfellow Libyans and carry$out terrorism in North Africa,
awl the Middle EastJ gt Europe, Asia, and our own hemisphere_ o

A g

Our policy has been clear and consistent. I -heve<seid-—tirwt-—wew,

wWe wree , .
¢ wdad respond when those responsible for terrorist acts have been
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identified practicing terrorism or
actively supporting it , wE=met-be-Sllalcd too=wo-witicwt
A >
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that the Pafestinian problem is the

Sometimes you hear it sai

root cause of terrorism, or\that erica's Middle East policy is

part of the problem. Well, s nonsense too. Extremists like

Qadhafi aim their violence a nst those seeking peace; and the

United States will not abapdon Ats Middle East friends or its

Middle East policies undér the thyeat of blackmail.

Libya was for many years a friend of the United States, before

Qadhafi seized power in 1969. &wewn<sssey, I'm sure there are

THER CouwrR¥
many, many Libyans who are ashamed that this man has made l«ifa
A SYNGoc OF BARBARISH THROUGN oo THE WoORLL. Tae BL0OIIED BaDYS ON THE FLoORS

-— T A T i, = - — . T 7 —— - — T - > - — - ——

‘OF THE AIRPORTS ( RONG % VIENNA, Ome of THE AN [1 YR 0LD 618, PEOPLE BOMA BLASTED
OUT OF PSPy AIRPLANES jN THE SKY AND Now THIS LATEST HoRRoR ASIS NOT" Twe po's

ofF .
T the people of Libya,
Colonel Qadhafi,‘with his small clique of supporters, has
Ligyas ) . i
squandered pyswe—counkrss precious resources to build his
military might and to send his messengers of hate and death
throughout the world. I want to thank the brave and patriotic
Libyans who have risked their lives to provide us with vital

information on his intended terrorist attacks and the

intelligence we needed to carry out today's operations.

To our friends and allies in Western Europe, I want to say: The
American people owe a debt of gratitude to those who cooperated
with us in this effort. Europeans who remember history
understand better than most that appeasement of evil affords no

safety. These steps by themselves will not end terrorism. The



West will have to stand together, redouble its effort, and
sustain a firm policy to ensure that terrorists have no sanctuary

anywhere.

Sometimes you hear it said that we just build up Qadhafi by

paying him so much attention, that we should just ignpre him, and

How Do You | BNARE THE VICIOUS SLAUGHTER OF

thereby reduce his importance. g

INNOCEWT PEONE WHO HANe Bowe No HARM To AnYowd P In A

the years we have not acted decisively against him, his crimes

have only increased. He needs no pretexts; he continues his

assault on the civilized world unprovoked. Jdiasis—etteonbial—thet
LUl

A\ stiff priceYbe paid when a poljicy of death and intimidation is

PRACTISED A GAINST THE ClviuzED NATIONS OF THEWORLY,

f gdmtowedby-radronl-vegimes Lidte-Smia®fs. There is no "victory"

for Qadhafi today; he would be victorious only if he continued to

‘_:;ornqgg/
murder AmericansYand paid no penalty whatsoever.

[To our brave men and women in uniform who have carried out this
action: I am proud to be your Commander-in-Chief and salute the
daring and skill you displayed. Those who died did so on a

mission of utmost importance. Nancy and I join all Americans and

all the civilized world in grieving their supreme sacrifice.]

[To the loved ones of the airmen still alive in Libya: I will
hold Colonel Qadhafi personally responsible for their well-being
and safe return. As professional military men, they are entitled
to decent treatment. To maltreat these men, or any of the

Westerners who remain in Libya, would have grave consequence.]



We Americans are slow to anger, and always want to try peaceful
means before we resort to the use of force. And we did. We
tried quiet diplomacy, economic sanctions, public condemnations,

and demonstrations of force.

In fair warning, I said that we "wish not to see our citizens
kidnapped, shot, or blown out of the skies." Our warnings were

ignored.

Qadhafi continued his reckless and relentless pursuit of terror
and intimidation. He counted on us to be passive. He counted

wrong.

I promised that there should be no place on Earth where
terrorists can rest or train or practice their cruel and deadly

skills. I meant it.
Finally, I said that we would act together with others, or
unilaterally, if necessary, to ensure that terrorists have no

sanctuary anywhere. As of today, we have.

Thank you and God bless you.



