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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ARRIVAL CEREMONY 

(Robinson/BE) 
November 12, 1985 
6:00 p.m.ss 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1985 

President Furgler, I would like to extend to you and to the 

Swiss people my appreciation for helping to make possible the 

coming meetings between representatives of the United States and 

the Soviet Union. 

Nancy and I are delighted to be in this magnificent city on 

the shores of Lake Geneva to see and greet all of you, including 

our good friend, Ambassador Faith Whittlesey, and to say on 

behalf of the American people, thank you for your warm and 

friendly welcome. 

Mr. President, it is fitting that the meetings of the next 

few days should take place on Swiss soil, for Switzerland has 

long been a leader in the search for peace and the defense of 

human freedom. Again and again, you have provided your territory 

for international meetings, and your good offices in the 

mediation of disputes. It was the Swiss who founded one of the 

great humanitarian organizations of our time, the International 

Red Cross: and if is Switzerland that often represents the 

diplomatic interests of other nations, including the United 

States, in lands where these nations have no formal diplomatic 

relations of their own. 

Indeed, in your unshakeable commitment to independence, 

democratic government, and human rights, the Swiss Confederation 

in itself serves as an example to all the world. The motto of 

the United States, Mr. President, is "E Pluribus Unum," out of 
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many, one. Here in Switzerland -- a country of rich religious, 

cultural, and linguistic variety -- you practice just such unity 

in diversity. 

Permit me to add that our two countries are bound together 

by family ties. As early as 1562, a Swiss settler appeared in 

Florida, and, in 1607, Bernese natives participated in the 

founding of Jamestown. Ever since, Americans of Swiss descent 

have pioneered and led the development of our Nation. Today 

Swiss-Americans number in the millions, and I would be remiss if 

I failed to express their affection for you, their Swiss cousins. 

Indeed, just last month, the goodwill of the American people 

toward the Swiss was formally expressed in a joint resolution of 

the Congress of the United States. 

Recently, Mr. President, Boston University awarded you an 

honorary Doctorate of Laws. In your acceptance address, you 

stressed the obligations incumbent upon the West to defend its 

values and way of life. "It is," you said, "part of the 

definition and vocation of the human being to be free •••• " 

Mr. President, each in its own way, our two nations stand at 

the forefront of this struggle for liberty. Each stands 

determined to defend the freedoms of its own people and to 

advance the cause of freedom throughout the world. And each 

rests confident in the knowledge that freedom will endure, and 

prevail. 

It is to make certain that this great work on behalf of 

human freedom can go forward in peace that I have come here 

today. As I stated last month before the United Nations, I am 
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convinced that American-Soviet relations need a fresh start -- a 

genuine give-and-take on regional conflicts like the war in 

Afghanistan, on human rights, and on the reduction of arms. 

American and Soviet differences on these matters run deep. 

Mr. Gorbachev and I cannot surmount them in only 2 days. But I 

am here in the fervent hope that -- on behalf of all the people 

of the world -- we can at least make a start. 

President Furgler, once again, to you and the people of 

Switzerland, our friendship and deepest gratitude. 
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GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1985 

President Furgler, I would like to extend to you and to the 

Swiss people my appreciation for helping to make possible the 

coming meetings between representatives of the United States and 

the Soviet Union. 

Nancy and I are delighted to be in this magnificent city on 

the shores of Lake Geneva to see and greet all of you, including 

our good friend, Ambassador Faith Whittlesey, and to say on 

behalf of the American people, thank you for your warm and 

friendly welcome. 

Mr. President, it is fitting that the meetings of the next 

few days should take place on Swiss soil, for Switzerland has 

long been a leader in the search for peace and the defense of 

human freedom. Again and again, you have provided your territory 

for international meetings, and your good offices in the 

mediation of disputes. It was the Swiss who founded one of the 

great humanitarian organizations of our time, the International 

Red Cross; and it is Switzerland that often represents the 

diplomatic interests of other nations, including the United 

States, in lands where these nations have no formal diplomatic 

relations of their own. 

Indeed, in your unshakeable commitment to independence, 

democratic government, and human rights, the Swiss Confederation 

in itself serves as an example to all the world. The motto of 

the United States, Mr. President, is "E Pluribus Unum," out of 
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many, one. Here in Switzerland -- a country of rich religious, 

cultural, and linguistic variety -- you practice just such unity 

in diversity. 

Permit me to add that our two countries are bound together 

by family ties. As early as 1562, a Swiss settler appeared in 

Florida, and, in 1607, Bernese natives participated in the 

founding of Jamestown. Ever since, Americans of Swiss descent 

have pioneered and led the development of our Nation. Today 

Swiss-Americans number in the millions, and I would be remiss if 

I failed to express their affection for you, their Swiss cousins. 

Indeed, just last month, the goodwill of the American people 

toward the Swiss was formally expressed in a joint resolution of 

the Congress of the United States. 

Recently, Mr. President, Boston University awarded you an 

honorary Doctorate of Laws. In your acceptance address, you 

stressed the obligations incumbent upon the West to defend its 

values and way of life. "It is," you said, "part of the 

definition and vocation of the human being to be free •••. " 

Mr. President, each in its own way, our two nations stand at 

the forefront of this struggle for liberty. Each stands 

determined to defend the freedoms of its own people and to 

advance the cause of freedom throughout the world. And each 

rests confident in the knowledge that freedom will endure, and 

prevail. 

It is to make certain that this great work on behalf of 

human freedom can go forward in peace that I have come here 

today. As I stated last month before the United Nations, I am 
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convinced that American-Soviet relations need a fresh start -- a 

genuine give-and-take on regional conflicts like the war in 

Afghanistan, on human rights, and on the reduction of arms. 

American and Soviet differences on these matters run deep. 

Mr. Gorbachev and I cannot surmount them in only 2 days. But I 

am here in the fervent hope that -- on behalf of all the people 

of the world -- we can at least make a start. 

President Furgler, once again, to you and the people of 

Switzerland, our friendship and deepest gratitude. 
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President Furgler, I would like to extend to you and 

Swiss people my appreciation for helping to make possible 
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Mr. President, it is fitting that the meetings of the next 

few days should take place on Swiss soil, for Switzerland has 

long been a leader in the search for peace and the defense of 

human freedom. Again and again, you have provided your territory 

for international meetings, and your good offices in the 

mediation of disputes. It was the Swiss who founded one of the 

great humanitarian organizations of our time, the International 

Red Cross: and it is Switzerland that often represents the 

diplomatic interests of other nations, including the United 

States, in lands where these nations have no formal diplomatic 

relations of their own. 

Indeed, in your unshakeable commitment to independence, 
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out of many, one. Here in Switzerland -- a country of rich 

religious, cultural, and linguistic variety -- you practice just 

such unity in diversity. 

Permit me to add that our two countries are bound together 

by family ties. As early as 1562, a Swiss settler appeared in 

Florida, and, in 1607, Bernese natives participated in the 

founding of Jamestown • . Ever since, Americans of Swiss descent 

have pioneered and led the development of our Nation. Today 

Swiss-Americans number in the millions, and I would be remiss if 

I failed to express th~ affection 

Swiss cousins. 
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Recently, Mr. President, Boston University awarded you an 

honorary Doctorate of Laws. In your acceptance address, you 

stressed the obligations incumbent upon the West to defend its 

values and way of life. "It is," you said, "part of the 

definition and vocation of the human being to be free •••• " 

Mr. President, each in its own way, our two nations stand at 

the forefront of this struggle for liberty. Each stands 

determined to defend the freedoms of its own people and to 
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It is to make certain that this great work on behalf of 

human freedom can go forward in peace that I have come here ~ ~if..lJ." today. 

~~\ convinced that American-Soviet relations need a fresh start -- a 

As I stated last month before the United Nations, I am 
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,~ genuine give-and-take on regional conflicts like the war in 

Afghanistan, on human rights, and on the reduction of arms. 

American and Soviet differences on these matters run deep. 
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Gorbachev and I cannot surmount them in only-4 days. But I ~ Mr. 

V~am here in the fervent hope that -- on behalf of all the people 

of the world -- we can at least make a start. 

President Furgler, once again, to you and the people of 

Switzerland, our friendship and deepest gratitude. 
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(Robinson) 
November 12, 1985 
4:30 p.rn. 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1985 

President Furgler, I would like to extend to you and to the 

Swiss people my appreciation for helping to make possible the 

corning meetings between representatives of the United States and 

the Soviet Union. Nancy and I are delighted to be in this 

magnificent city on the shores of Lake Geneva, and on behalf of 

the American people, we thank you for your hospitality. 

Permit me to add how delighted we are to see our good 

friend, the American ambassador to Switzerland, Mrs. Faith 

Whittlesey. 

Mr. President, it is fitting that the meetings of the next 

few days should take place on Swiss soil, for Switzerland has 

long been a leader in the search for peace and the defense of 

human freedom. Again and again, you have provided your territory 

for international meetings, and your good offices in the 

mediation of disputes. It was the Swiss who founded one of the 

great humanitarian organizations of our time, the International 

Red Cross; and it is Switzerland that often represents the 

diplomatic interests of other nations, including the United 

States, in lands where these nations have no formal diplomatic 

relations of their own. 

Indeed, in your unshakeable commitment to independence, 

democratic government, and human rights, the Confederation of 

Switzerland in itself serves as an example to all the world. The 

motto of the United States, Mr. President, is "E Pluribus Unum," 
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out of many, one. Here in Switzerland -- a country of rich 

religious, cultural, and linguistic variety -- you practice just 

such unity in diversity. 

Permit me to add that our two countries are bound together 

by family ties. As early as 1562, a Swiss settler appeared in 

Florida, and, in 1607, Bernese natives participated in the 

founding of Jamestown. Ever since, Americans of Swiss descent 

have pioneered and led the development of our Nation. Today 

Swiss-Americans number in the millions, and I would be remiss if 

I failed to express the affection which they feel for you, their 

Swiss cousins. 

Mr. President, just last month, the goodwill of the American 

people toward the Swiss achieved formal expression in the 

Congress of the United States. Permit me to read to you from 

this joint resolution of the Congress: 

Whereas the United States and Switzerland share a 
common heritage, [It is] resolved ••• that ••• as an 
expression of the warm gratitude of the American people 
for the strong bonds of friendship which have long 
existed between our two great democracies, the people 
and nation of Switzerland are to be commended for all 
they have done throughout this century in the search 
for freedom, international peace, and understanding. 

Recently, Mr. President, Boston University awarded you an 

honorary Doctorate of Laws. In your acceptance address, you 

stressed the obligations incumbent upon the West to defend its 

values and way of life. "It is," you said, "part of the 

definition and vocation of the human being to be free •••• " 

Mr. President, each in its own way, our two nations stand at 

the forefront of this struggle for liberty. Each stands 

determined to defend the freedoms of its own people and to 
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advance the cause of freedom throughout the world. And each 

rests confident in the knowledge that freedom will endure, and 

prevail. 

It is to make certain that this great work on behalf of 

human freedom can go forward in peace that I have come here 

today. As I stated last month before the United Nations, I am 

convinced that American-Soviet relations need a fresh sta~t -- a 

genuine give-and-take on regional conflicts like the war in 

Afghanistan, on human rights, and on the reduction of arms. 

American and Soviet differences on these matters run deep. 

Mr. Gorbachev and I cannot surmount them in only 3 days. But I 

am here in the fervent hope that -- on behalf of all the people 

of the world -- we can at least make a start. 

President Furgler, once again, to you and the people of 

Switzerland, our friendship and deepest gratitude. 



PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ARRIVAL CEREMONY 

(Robinson) 
November 12, 1985 
4:30 p.m. 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1985 

President Furgler, I would like to extend to you and to the 

Swiss people my appreciation for helping to make possible the 

coming meetings between representatives of the United States and 

the Soviet Union. Nancy and I are delighted to be in this 

magnificent city on the shores of Lake Geneva, and on behalf of 

the American people, we thank you for your hospitality. 

Permit me to add how delighted we are to see our good 

friend, the American ambassador to Switzerland, Mrs. Faith 

Whittlesey. 

Mr. President, it is fitting that the meetings of the next 

few days should take place on Swiss soil, for Switzerland has 

long been a leader in the search for peace and the defense of 

human freedom. Again and again, you have provided your territory 

for international meetings, and your good offices in the 

mediation of disputes. It was the Swiss who founded one of the 

great humanitarian organizations of our time, the International 

Red Cross; and it is Switzerland that often represents the 

diplomatic interests of other nations, including the United 

States, in lands where these nations have no formal diplomatic 

relations of their own. 

Indeed, in your unshakeable commitment to independence, 

democratic government, and human rights, the Confederation of 

Switzerland in itself serves as an example to all the world. The 

motto of the United States, Mr. President, is "E Pluribus Unum," 
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out of many, one. Here in Switzerland -- a country of rich 

religious, cultural, and linguistic variety -- you practice just 

such unity in diversity. 

Permit me to add that our two countries are bound together 

by family ties. As early as 1562, a Swiss settler appeared in 

Florida, and, in 1607, Bernese natives participated in the 

founding of Jamestown. Ever since, Americans of Swiss descent 

have pioneered and led the development of our Nation. Today 

Swiss-Americans number in the millions, and I would be remiss if 

I failed to express the affection which they feel for you, their 

Swiss cousins. 

Mr. President, just last month, the goodwill of the American 

people toward the Swiss achieved formal expression in the 

Congress of the United States. Permit me to read to you from 

this joint resolution of the Congress: 

Whereas the United States and Switzerland share a 
common heritage, [It is] resolved ••• that ••• as an 
expression of the warm gratitude of the American people 
for the strong bonds of friendship which have long 
existed between our two great democracies, the people 
and nation of Switzerland are to be commended for all 
they have done throughout this century in the search 
for freedom, international peace, and understanding. 

Recently, Mr. President, Boston University awarded you an 

honorary Doctorate of Laws. In your acceptance address, you 

stressed the obligations incumbent upon the West to defend its 

values and way of life. "It is," you said, "part of the 

definition and vocation of the human being to be free •••• " 

Mr. President, each in its own way, our two nations stand at 

the forefront of this struggle for liberty. Each stands 

determined to defend the freedoms of its own people and to 
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advance the cause of freedom throughout the world. And each 

rests confident in the knowledge that freedom will endure, and 

prevail. 

It is to make certain that this great work on behalf of 

human freedom can go forward in peace that I have come here 

today. As I stated last month before the United Nations, I am 

convinced that American-Soviet relations need a fresh start a 

genuine give-and-take on regional conflicts like the war in 

Afghanistan, on human rights, and on the reduction of arms. 

American and Soviet differences on these matters run deep. 

Mr. Gorbachev and I cannot surmount them in only 3 days. But I 

am here in the fervent hope that -- on behalf of all the people 

of the world -- we can at least make a start. 

President Furgler, once again, to you and the people of 

Switzerland, our friendship and deepest gratitude. 
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motto of the United States, Mr. President, is "E Pluribus Unum," 
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failed to express the affection which they feel for you, their 
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Recently, Mr. President, Boston University awarded you an 

honorary Doctorate of Laws. In your acceptance address, you 

stressed the obligations incumbent upon the West to defend its 

values and way of life. "It is," you said, "part of the 

definition and vocation of the human being to be free •••• " 

Mr. President, each in its own way, our two nations stand at 

the forefront of this struggle for liberty. Each stands 

determined to defend the freedoms of its own people and to 

advance the cause of freedom throughout the world. And each 

rests confident in the knowledge that freedom will endure, and 

prevail. 

It is to make certain that this great work on behalf of 
I 

human freedom can go forward in peace that I have come here 

today. As I stated last month before the United Nations, I am 

convinced that American-Soviet relations need a fresh start -- a 

genuine give-and-take on regional conflicts like the war in 

Afghanistan, on human rights, and on the reduction of arms. 

American and Soviet differences on these matters run deep. 

Mr. -Gorbachev and I cannot surmount them in only 3 days. But I 
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am here in the fervent hope that -- on behalf of all the people 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ARRIVAL CEREMONY 

(Robinson) 
November 12, 1985 
2:30 p.m. 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1985 

President Furgler, permit me to extend to you and to the 

Swiss people my appreciation for helping to make possible the 

coming meetings between representatives of the United States and 

the Soviet Union. Nancy and I are delighted to be in this 

magnificent city on the shores of Lake Geneva, and on behalf of 

the American people, we thank you for your hospitality. 

Mr. President, it is fitting that these meetings should take 

place on Swiss soil, for Switzerland has long been a leader in 

the search for peace and the defense of human freedom. Again and 

again, you have provided your territory for international 

meetings and your good offices in the mediation of disputes. It 

was the Swiss who founded one of the great humanitarian 

organizations of our time, the International Red Cross; and it is 

Switzerland that often represents the diplomatic interests of 

other nations, including the United States, in lands where these 

nations have no formal diplomatic relations of their own. 

Indeed, in your unshakeable commitment to independence, 

democratic government, and human rights, the Confederation of 

Switzerland in itself serves as an example to all the world. The 

motto of the United States, Mr. President, is "E Pluribus Unum," 

out of many, one. Here in Switzerland -- a country of rich 

religious, cultural, and linguistic variety -- you practice just 

such unity in diversity. 
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Permit me to add that our two countries are bound not only 

by ideals, but family ties. As early as 1562, a Swiss settler 

appeared in Florida, and, in 1607, Bernese natives participated 

in the founding of Jamestown. Ever since, Americans of Swiss 

descent have been central to the development of our Nation. 

Today they number in the millions, and I would be remiss if I 

failed to express the affection which they feel for you, their 

Swiss cousins. 

Recently, Mr. President, Boston University awarded you an 

honorary Doctorate of Laws. In your acceptance address, you 

stressed the obligations incumbent upon the West to defend its 

values and way of life. "It is," you said, "part of the 

definition and vocation of the human being to be free •••• " 

Mr. President, each in its own way, our two nations stand at 

the forefront of this struggle for liberty. Each stands 

determined to defend the freedoms of its own people and to 

advance the cause of freedom throughout the world. And each 

rests confident in the knowledge that freedom will endure, and 

prevail. 

It is to make certain that this great work on behalf of 

human freedom can go forward in peace that I have come here 

today. As I stated last month before the United Nations, I am 

convinced that American-Soviet relations need a fresh start -- a 

genuine give-and-take on regional conflicts like the war in 

Afghanistan, on human rights, and on the reduction of arms. 

American and Soviet differences on these matters run deep. 

Mr. Gorbachev and I cannot surmount them in only 3 days. But I 
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am here in the fervent hope that -- on behalf of all the people 

of the world -- we can at least make a start. 

President Furgler, permit me to conclude by reading from a 

resolution passed by the Congress of the United States just last 

month: 

Whereas the United States and Switzerland share a 
common heritage, [It is] resolved ••• that ••• as an 
expression of the warm gratitude of the American people 
for the strong bonds of friendship which have long 
existed between our two great democracies, the people 
and nation of Switzerland are to be commended for all 
they have done throughout this century in the search 
for freedom, international peace, and understanding. 

President Furgler, once again, to you and the people of 

Switzerland, our friendship and deepest gratitude. 
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President Furgler, permit me to extend to you and to the 

Swiss people my appreciation for helping to make possible the 

coming meetings between representatives of the United States and 

the Soviet Union. Nancy and I are delighted to be in this 

magnificent city on the shores of Lake Geneva, and on behalf of 

the American people, we thank you for your hospitality. 

Mr. President, it is fitting that these meetings should take 

place on Swiss soil, for Switzerland has long been a leader in 

the search for peace and the defense of human freedom. Again and 

again, you have provided your territory for international 

meetings and your good offices in the mediation of disputes. It 

was the Swiss who founded one of the great humanitarian 

organizations of our time, the International Red Cross; and it is 

Switzerland that often represents the diplomatic interests of 

other nations, including the United States, in lands where these 

nations have no formal diplomatic relations of their own. 

Indeed, in your unshakeable commitment to independence, 

democratic government, and human rights, the Confederation of 

Switzerland in itself serves as an example to all the world. The 

motto of the United States, Mr. President, is "E Pluribus Unum," 

out of many, one. Here in Switzerland -- a country of rich 

religious, cultural, and linguistic variety -- you practice just 

such unity in diversity. 
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Permit me to add that our two countries are bound not only 

by ideals, but family ties. As early as 1562, a Swiss settler 

appeared in Florida, and, in 1607, Bernese natives participated 

in the founding of Jamestown. Ever since, Americans of Swiss 

descent have been central to the development of our Nation. 

Today they number in the millions, and I would be remiss if I 

failed to express the affection which they feel for you, their 

Swiss cousins. 

Recently, Mr. President, Boston University awarded you an 

honorary Doctorate of Laws. In your acceptance address, you 

stressed the obligations incumbent upon the West to defend its 

values and way of life. "It is," you said, "part of the 

definition and vocation of the human being to be free ••.. " 

Mr. President, each in its own way, our two nations stand at 

the forefront of this struggle for liberty. Each stands 

determined to defend the freedoms of its own people and to 

advance the cause of freedom throughout the world. And each 

rests confident in the knowledge that freedom will endure, and 

prevail. 

It is to make certain that this great work on behalf of 

human freedom can go forward in peace that I have come here 

today. As I stated last month before the United Nations, I am 

convinced that American-Soviet relations need a fresh start -- a 

genuine give-and-take on regional conflicts like the war in 

Afghanistan, on human rights, and on the reduction of arms. 

American and Soviet differences on these matters run deep. 

Mr. Gorbachev and I cannot surmount them in only 3 days. But I 
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am here in the fervent hope that -- on behalf of all the people 

of the world -- we can at least make a start. 

President Furgler, permit me to conclude by reading from a 

resolution passed by the Congress of the United States just last 

month: 

Whereas the United States and Switzerland share a 
common heritage, [It is] resolved ••• that ••• as an 
expression of the warm gratitude of the American people 
for the strong bonds of friendship which have long 
existed between our two great democracies, the people 
and nation of Switzerland are to be commended for all 
they have done throughout this century in the search 
for freedom, international peace, and understanding. 

President Furgler, once again, to you and the people of 

Switzerland, our friendship and deepest gratitude. 
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President Furgler, permit me to extend to you and to the 

Swiss people my appreciation for helping to make possible the 

coming meetings between representatives of the United States and 

the Soviet Union. Nancy and I are delighted to be in this 

magnificent city on the shores of Lake Geneva, and on behalf of 

the American people, we thank you for your hospitality. 

Mr. President, it is fitting that these meetings should take 

place on Swiss soil, for Switzerland has long been a leader in 

the search for peace and the defense of human freedom. Again and 

again, you have provided your territory for international 

meetings and your good offices in the mediation of disputes. It 

was the Swiss who founded one of the great humanitarian 

organizations of our time, the International Red Cross; and it is 

Switzerland that often represents the diplomatic interests of 

other nations, including the United States, in lands where these 

nations have no formal diplomatic relations of their own. 

Indeed, in your unshakeable commitment to independence, 

democratic government, and human rights, the Confederation of 

Switzerland in itself serves as an example to all the world. The 

motto of the United States, Mr. President, is "E Pluribus Unum," 

out of many, one. Here in Switzerland -- a country of rich 

religious, cultural, and linguistic variety -- you practice just 

such unity in diversity. ~ ermit me to add that our two countries 

are bound not only by ideals, but family ties. As early as 1562, 
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a Swiss settler appeared in Florida, and, in 1607, Bernese 

natives participated in the founding of Jamestown. Ever since, 

Americans of Swiss descent have been central to the development 

of our Nation. Today f":.hey number in the millions, and I would 

be remiss if I failed to express the affection which they feel 

for you, their Swiss cousins. 

Recently, Mr. President, Boston University awarded you an 

honorary Doctorate of Laws. In your acceptance address, you 

stressed the obligations incumbent upon the West to defend its 

values and way of life. "It is," you said, "part of the 

definition and vocation of the human being to be free •••• " 

Mr. President, each in its own way, our two nations stand at 

the forefront of this struggle for liberty. Each stands 

determined to defend the freedoms of its own people and to 

advance the cause of f reedom throughout the world. And each 

rests confident in the knowledge that freedom will endure, and 

prevail. 

It is to make certain that this great work on behalf of 

human freedom cannot emlj go :15oLU:azd; J!i45ib go forward in peace'1-.-.. 

that I have come here today. As I stated last month before the 
"~-'-United Nations, I am coniiaQat that American-Soviet relations 

need a fresh start -- a genuine give-and-take on regional 

conflicts like the war in Afghanistan, on human rights, and on 

the reduction of arms. 

American and Soviet differences on these matters run deep. 

Mr. Gorbachev and I cannot surmount them in only 3 days. But I 

X 



Page 3 

am here in the fervent hope that -- on behalf of all the people 

of the world -- we can at least make a start. 

President Furgler, emu, again; be ;ea m1 i -• tha p&0pJ1 a• 

/'ermit me to conclude by reading from a resolution passed by 

the Congress of the United States just last month: 

prosperity 
esolved ••• that 

••• as an expression of the warm gratitude of the 
American people for the strong bonds of friendship 
which have long existed between our two great 
democracies, the people and nation of Switzerland are 
to be commended for all they have done throughout this 
century in the search for freedom, international peace, 
and understanding. 4 
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President Furgler, permit me to extend to you and to the 

Swiss people my appreciation for helping to make possible the 

corning rneeti{ s between representatives of the United States and 

the Soviet Union. Nancy and I are delighted to be in this 

magnificent city on the shores of Lake Geneva, and on behalf of 

the American people, we thank you : to ~ hosp.i~Lily; - ~ 1~ 

Mr. President, it is fitting that these meetings should take 

place on Swiss soil, for Switzerland has long been a leader in 

the search for peace and 

again, you have provide 

freedom. Again and 

mediation of 

dispute , ~ - territory ~fu;' i~-;;n~t ion".;i rne~~
1

ing~ It was 

Swiss who founded one of the great humanitarian organzations of 

our time, the International Red Cross; and it is Switzerland that 

often represents the diplomatic interests of other nations, 

including the United States, in lands where these nations have no 

formal diplomatic relations of their own. 

Indeed, in ~ unshakeable commitment to independence, 

democratic government, and human rights, the Confederation of 

Switzerland in itself serves as an example to all the world. The 

motto of the United States, Mr. President, is "E Pluribus Unum" 

~ out of many, one. Here in Switzerland -- a country of richJ 

religious, cultural, and lingusitic variety you practice just 

unity in 
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Pteslaent FuL~c~ recently~Boston University awarded you an 

~ ''" ;.-, 

honorary Doctorate of Laws. In your acceptance address, you 

stre/ed the obligations incumbent upon the West to defend its 

values and way of life. "It is," you said, "part of the 

definition and vocation of the human being to be free~ 

9ai~ua2d his Jsus:tc tight§, ana to deoelop ~alenee •• •• 

4,uti:rr;;id"al, ooitttiil tH@ nnu±y e!fiClE, eh• CCQQAIDYs and tbs a.1nte ... , 

es W€!11 A§ wl Liliii di@ pbl1 ClC&l C&HMllltf! CJ • Like the individual, 

a nation is also called to liberty and longs for a life of peace 

in freedom." 

Mr. President, each in its own way, our two nations stand at 

the forefront of this struggl~ for liberty. Each stands 

determined to defend the freedoms of its own people and to 
It--' 

advance the cause of freedom throughout the world. ~ ach rests 

confident in the knowledge that freedom ,,.,.,~...,..,~"' ~ P~ -~~"""'"'""' 
It is to make certain that this great workAcan not only go 

forward, but go forward in peace, that I have come here today. -r-

ern, conoinesa that, as I stated last month before the United 
c.~~LIV ~ 

Nations,~erican-Soviet relations need a fresh start -- a 

genuine give-and-take on regional conflicts like the war in 

Afghanistan, on human rights, and on the reduction of arms. 

American and Soviet differences on these matters run deep. 

Mr. Gorbachev and I cannot surmount them in only three day~ •• 
1
But 
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I am here in the fervent hope tha~e . can at least make a start. 

President Furgler, once again,ttyou and~ he people of ~~ / 
1taj::ion l\ ~ deepest gratitude and respect. U)S'W-, ( Jt. 
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heritage, based on a commitment to political and religious 

freedom of expression, on our shared legacy of a constitu

tional and Federal Government, on our commitment to 

human rights and the dignity of the individual, and on our 

firm belief that a free enterprise economy provides the 

greatest prosperity for the greatest number of people; ~ 
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5 gratitude of the American people for the strong bon·ds of -

6 friendship which have lorig existed between our two 

7 great democracies, the people and nation of Switzerland are 

8 to be commended for all they have done throughout this cen-

9 tury in the search for freedom, international peace, and 

I!' :o understanding. 
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President Reagan's Arrival Statement 

Geneva 
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~(~. ~ ~ 
President Furgler, .me:y-I' extend to you and the Swiss people 

1"t> A ~---j 
my deep appreciation for helping make possible th~ ~meetings 

ie.f lt~h~ &t- of ,._ d 
between ~the United States and~the Soviet Union. Nancy and I are 

we thank ou for our hos u..t_a.-'--'·~ ,_ __ 
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that · meetingS should take place on Swiss 

soil. has been a leader in the search for inter-

national peace and has generously provided her territory for 

international conferences and organizations and her services for 

the arbitration and mediation of disputes. The United States and 

Switzerland share the values of a common Western heritage -- a 

commitment to democracy, freedom of the individual, human rights, 

national independence and the peaceful resolution of disputes. 

Thirty years ago, President Eisenhower met with Soviet 

leaders here. The cordial atmosphere of that meeting gave rise 

to the "Spirit of Geneva." Today we know that the world needs 

more from us than smiles and spirit. 
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G) I believe that U.S.-Soviet relations need the "fresh start" 

that I called for recently before the United Nations General 

Assembly. We need a true give-and-take discussion about peace in 

all its aspects -- about security and arms control, about 

region~! conflicts, about human rights and free contacts between 

peoples. 

Our differences on the matters are very deep. Mr. Gorbachev 

and I will not overcome them in a few days. 

-
But I hope we can make a start. I am ready to get down to 

work. 

Thank you. 
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President Furgler, the American 

people, may I extend my wa est thanks to Switzerland, and 
/ 

to you remarkable peop+e -- the Swiss, who have done so 

much to make possib e this meeting between the United 

States and the S · viet Union. 

It is particularly fitting eeting take 

place on Swiss soil. Switzerland -has lo 

leading role among nations in the search for international 
/ 

peace, freedom and has very generously 

provided her territory an/ ospitable atmosphere for 

international organizat· ns and conferences, and her 

and mediation of disputes. The 

many years courageously and ably 

represented the d plomatic interests of other nations, 

including the U ited States, in lands where these nations 

Red Cross, 

over the world. 

As the founders of the International 

also long been world leaders in 

assistance to those in distress all 

The Confederation of neutral Switzerland has itself G long been an example to other nations, for its firm 

defense of national independence, democratic government 

and its long tradition of protection of human rights. As 

you know, our motto in the United States is E Pluribus 

Unum, out of many, one. Here in Switzerland, you have 

given the world an extraordinary example of unity in 

diversity, of a religious, cultural and linguistic variety 

that enriches rather than dividesr ation. 

' I 

I 
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I am proud to say that the United States and Switzerland 

share this long-standing heritage of political, religious 

and economic liberty, and constitutional govern~ent, 

founded upon the sanctity of the individual. 

© We are also grateful for the important contribution 

Switzerland and her descendants in America have made to 

the history of the United States, even from the very 

earliest days, when Albert Gallatin of Geneva became one 

of our most brilliant and famous statesmen, as Secretary 

of Treasury and then in negotiation of the settlement of 

the War of 1812. ~ ~ 

~ 

~ President Furgler, you recently made a brilliant 

speech at Boston University, where you were awarded an ' 

honorary Doctorate of Laws from that prestigious 

institution. You correctly stressed the obligations which 

we in the democratic world must assume to maintain our way 

of life and our system of values, against relentless 

external attacks directed at its very foundations. I 

fully agree. Our two countries, each in its own way, are 

in the forefront of this struggle, to assure that the 

democratic principles enshrined in our respective 

constitutions not only survive, but prevail. 



© President Furgler, may I once again express N~ r,,.-, 

4M!ta: iii;" great pleasure in being here in your lovely 

country. May I again convey our sincere greetings and 

heartfelt gratitude to the great people and nation of 

Switzerland for the steadfast friendship you have extended ~ 

to the people of the United States~~o~rving as such 

gracious hosts for the important meetings which begin next 

Tuesday, in this magnificent city on the shores of Lake 

Geneva. 
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I WISH to thank you respectfully and warmly for the high 
tribute you are paying me . By awarding me this honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws, you have not only honored my 

work as Member of Parliament and member of our national 
government . You are conferring a particular honor upon my 
country , Switzerland, as well . Your magnanimous gesture 
touches me . 

I am proud to be connected , from now on. with Boston 
University , a place of research, teaching, and exchange of ideas 
that has given. and will certainly continue to give, much to your 
nation and to the world. For its accomplishments, you deserve 
both praise and recognition . 

I feel fortunate to be among you. The names "Boston ," 
"Massachusetts," and "New England" have a particular ring in 
Europe. They remind us of that part of America whose thinking 
stands closest to ours. We hope that this region will continue to 
carry its leadership into the world. Faneuil Hall . the "Cradle of 
Liberty." and the "Freedom Trail" are not only spiritual and 
historical witnesses of the American past. They are also a start
ing point of decisive stimuli for the political configuration of 
your country and all countries of the world that were fortunate 
enough to take advantage of the political and economic oppor
tunities of liberty. Perhaps nowhere more clearly than here in 
Boston were innovative powers recognized, powers evidenced 
by liberalism. We may recall Lowell, the first factory town 
founded in 1840, the merchant fleet of the three-masted Yankee 
Clippers that were built here, the research centers and the tre
mendous development of hi-tech industries in Massachusetts. 

I deeply respect the accomplishment - unique in history -
that milhons of people achieved by settling and industrializing 
the immense expanses stretching from New England to Califor
nia without losing either liberty or order. Unequalled flexibility 
and creativity has enabled your community of free men and 
women to come to grips with enormous societal , economic , and 
technological changes - changes that you have carried over to 
the rest of the world. The USA: stronghold of liberty, innova
tion and hope for the world. 

From the ideas of Christian ethics. the European Enlighten
ment, and Anglo-Saxon tradition. America's pragmatic genius 
created in its Constitution a well-balanced work that has proved 
astonishingly vital and that has had an influence on the forma
tion of numerous political systems, among them, the Swis&. 

Whoever in the course of only two hundred years achieves 
this kind of importance, whoever in so short a time has been 
able to bring liberalism to a fruitful tradition, and whoever has 
made of the melting pot of ideas the true recipe for economic 
success has no ground for considering faint-hearted protection
ist ideas . 

European-American relations are of a special nature because, 
from the beginning, the United States was not only the country 
of immigration of European ideas. but also the country of emi
gration of liberal convictions .-This is still the case today. Allow 
me to refer to the example of Swiss-American relations. 

Swiss were involved in the settlement of North America from 
the outset. In 1562, a Diebolz from Erlach surfaced in Aorida. 
In l 607, Bernese natives participated in the foundation of 
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KURT FURGLER 

Jamestown . In l 770 , a Genera] Hald1mann held office as Com
mander of New York . Later, Swiss colonists founded village$ 
and cit1ei. . to which they gave Swiss names. Many Swiss fought 
on the side of the North during the Civil War; from the South 
came word of the deeds of a solitary general, Felix Zollikofer 
from Altenkhngen. The tragic story of General Suter . who 
played a role in the openmg up of California. is noton ous . At 
Harvard University (just across the river), Loms and Alexandre 
Agassiz., from Motier, shone as naturahm in the nineteenth 
century . One of your oceanographers 1s called lsehn. not to 
mention the cultural . intellectual. and techmcal bridge-builders 
such as Ammann, Buchser. Barth . Brunner. Einstein and Jung. 

We count those few names . selected among many, as our& . 
You count them as yours. Their bearers created more than 
simply relauons between two countries . What happened here is 
a true osmosis of thinking and acting. 

Governmental structures can be spoken of in similar tenns. 
Switzerland came into being as a loose confederation about 
seven hundred years ago. Its goal was and still is freedom and 
independence . Fascinated by the example of the United States. 
reported on by Swiss home-owners. we Swiss introduced in 
1848 a constitution similar to yours . It is still full of vitality 
today because it respects the public interest of the nation and the 
independence of the cantons, our states . Accordingly , we have 
copied our bicameral system from the United States . ln tum, 
almost half the American states followed the Swiss example 
. and prescribed, between 1898 and 1918, those fixtures of direct 
democracy, the referendum and the right of popular initiative. 
In addition , the American government emulated the idea of 
arbitral jurisdiction , which was formed in Switzerland in the 
thirteenth century, by submitting to the arbitration of the Swiss 
Government in the Alabama, Baltimore and Delago deals . The 
concepts of the rule of law and qemocracy are , as these exam
ples show, contagious and easily cross the seas , regardless of 
the power of the State advocating them. 

This osmosis has stood the test of time. And you may be sure 
that we Swiss are well aware that we have you to thank for some 
of these basic tenets. During the First as well as the Second 
World War, the victory began to emerge only when American 
troops entered Western Europe. What Roosevelt and Churchill 
did for the liberty of Europe remains unforgotten . 

Perhaps you are wondering whether the centuries-old com
mitment of Switzerland to liberty is consistent with its neutral
ity . The answer can again be found in history. Caught between 
world powers , Switzerland has only been able to survive in its 
strategically sensitive position by pursuing a policy of armed 
neutrality , a neutrality which was and still is recognized as 
being in the interest of the community of nations. 

All Swiss serve in the military. Our militia of approximately 
600,000 men who keep their weapons at home in times of peace 
can be mobilized at short notice. The army defends the Swiss 
territory against any aggressor, wherever he -comes from . 

Our domestic and foreign policy behavior is predictable. Our 
democratic order, our libertarian rule of law, and the free social 
market economy, in which employer and employee do their 
upmost for social peace - in a word , Switzerland as a federal 
State is a known quantity, committed to what has been proved 
and nevertheless open to what is new, a democratic nation 
rooted in political will in the heart of Europe , meeting-place for 
North and South, East and West, part of the West, part of a 
world in the throes of change seeking more justice and peace in 
freedom. 
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I have just spoken of Switzerland as a meeting ground . It is in 
the Swiss tradition to offer hospitality to international organiza
tions and conferences . Actmg as mtermediary and searching for 
non-violent solutions to international conflicts is not only part 
of our political philosophy. but is also deeply rooted in the 
historical expenence of our Confederation. 

l am deeply gratified to have the honor of welcoming Presi 
dent Reagan and Secretary General Gorbachev to their summit 
in Geneva in the middle of November. This historical meeting 
represents an encouragmg step towards hope for a lessening of 
tension& 

The will to defend liberty is the cornerstone of the European
American partnership . President Kennedy spoke about this in 
his famous Philadelphia address on the Fourth of July, 1962. 
From a western point of view, this partnership should be firmly 
based on two pillars: the United States and an integrated 
Europe . 

It does not surprise me that you Americans sometimes devel
op a certain impatience with the sluggishness of European prog
ress or a certain irritation with the quarrels of the old continent. 
Nevertheless I ask for your understanding of the fact that the 
historically developed diversity of Europe could not grow into 
unity in the same way as did this vast country of immigrants. 
Europe, an individualistic and idealistic conglomerate of for
mer world powers and small states can only reach the desired 
combination of strength if the particular character of the indi
vidual countries that have developed over the centuries is re
spected . I am aware of existing weaknesses in Europe. It is 
nevertheless apparent that the old continent , precisely because 
of its diversity and in spite of all the guilt and destruction , still 
radiates singular energy . 

This energy stems from a common source that determines our 
present as well as our future ; it will guide us in the future 
provided we do not ignore the lessons of history. At the core of 
this energy stands the person as a unique individual. From Plato 
and Aristotle to Augustine and Thomas Aquinas and up to more 
recent times , the liberty of the thinking human being has been a 
central theme for thought. The individual detennines the rela
tionship with the supernatural , with the state, the community , 
the environment , the economy. The more we endeavor to 
plumb the inner depths of our souls , the more we thus experi
ence their non-rational basis, the more urgently we resent the 
need of a fixed point of reference . Where do we find such a 
point? Augustine , like the sages of India before him. and Des
cartes twelve hundred years after him , finds it within each ofu~. 
that is , in what is inchoate and unfonned, in un~rtainty and 
doubt. If I can question everything, yet not question that I am in 
doubt, that means that I think , and that I am a thinking human 
being . And so for Augustine . as for Descartes . the assurance of 
thinking becomes the unshakeable starting point. Whoever is 
anchored in such a philosophy will never be able to accept the 
collectivization of the individual. 

Nonetheless humans are social beings. In the further devel
opmera, of Augustinian ideas , Thomas Aquinas has thought 
throd!h the basic principles of human coexistence in a way still 
valid today . Political order is necessary. If it is natural for a 
human being to live in a community, then there must also be 
something in the individual through which a plurality of indi
viduals can be governed without Joss of freedom . Given so 
large a number of humans and given also the striving of in
dividuals for their private interests , human society would come 
apart at the seams if there were no one whose duty it was to look 
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after the public welfare of sociery . 
'The dury of the wise is to order.·· The work of Thomas 

Aqumas come~ under th1!> motto. To order. to differenti ate . to 
classify - to order dissimilarities accordmg to anticipated or 
inherent values: Herein lies the greatness and significance of h1s 
work. which guided the intellectual evoluuon after him. I do not 
need to speak about the great philosophen, of the Enlightenment 
and of the nineteenth and twentieth centun es. who influenced 
the poli tical thinking of the American nation. You certain!) 
know them well . 

The essence of the world is humanity. and world history is 
not onlv the advancement of libenv. but also the realization of 
thi lib~rry. It is part of the definiu~n and vocation of the human 
being to be free , to safeguard his ba ic rights. and to develop 
talents as an individual. within the family circle. the econom\ 
and the ans. a!. well as within the polit;cal community . Lik~ 
the individual. a nauon is also called to liberty and longs for a 
life of peace in freedom. Regrettably . only part of them have 
been granted the expenence of this happy condiuon. Yet. ulu
mately. liberty can neither be given nor taken away from a 
person , for each person has liberty within him. Herein hes our 
confidence. 

This confidence and the trust in human genius should be a 
means for us to come to grips with the enormous political. 
social and economic changes of the present time . 

I have alluded to the radiating power of Europe. It is the task 
of all Europeans to make use of this power. Our common legacy 
and congenial understanding have been the foundation of the 
partnership between our democracies, of the friendship be
tween Switzerland and the United States, between the U.S.A. 
and Europe . 

The partnership of democracies must be based on common 
responsibility . An evolving partnership can withstand conflicts; 
it may even grow through them . Europe perfectly illustrates this 
assertion . 

What a long way, ladies and gentlemen , from the treaties of 
Rome to the present day , from the six to the twelve members of 
the European Community , but also from the Stockholm Con
vention establishing the European Free-Trade Association to 
the first meeting of the EC and EFT A-ministers in Luxemburg 
in the spring of 1984. Not ministers alone, but 18 governments 
representing 350 million free people are willing to work closer 
together. Yes, there is progress in European cooperation . 

Europe has ambitions. A European vision of peace with 
freedom and justice is called for: that should be the European 
contribution to the new millenium . 

Freedom and independence , the creativity and perserverant 
energy of our people , has put Switzerland into a remarkable 
economic position: twelfth trading nation. fourth financial cen
ter, a small state, but highly advanced in industry and technol
ogy. The lack of raw materials has at all times compelled us to 
be imaginative and inventive, to focus on the efficiency and 
innovative capacity of man. 

Switzerland earns more than half of its Gross National Prod
uct abroad . The world is the sphere of the Swiss economy. 
Without the international market we would never reach a yearly 
per capita income of more than 16,000 dollars . We trade with 
just about every country in the world , supplying not only high
quality products and technology, but also know-how . Switzer
land is among the leading investors , and Swiss companies pro
vide about a million jobs abroad . A significant part of world 
investment capital flows through our financial system. 

There are further challenges at stake . Let me just name world 

VITAL SPEECHES OF THE DAY 

trade and the open multilateral trading system . the international 
debt crisis and the challenge of the technological revoluuo 

At a time of reemergence of protectionism. President Reagan 
has proposed a comprehensiv.e new round of world trade talks . 
The main purpose of these negotiations will be to rejuvenate the 
contractuai world tradmg system and to adapt II to a changed 
economic world . The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
was created m 1948 . Since then , the realiues of the world 

-economy have changed fundamentally . 
This changed economic environment has made trade liberal

izauon more difficult but all the more urgent . We need to find a 
wa_ out of the kmd of sectoral and bilateral protectiomsm that 
was generated by this new environment and nor a way back w 
an old system that has become obsolete . 

The achievement of this goal requires American leadership . 
President Reagan· s recently reaffirmed aggressive free trade 
pohc~ - and thi in a climate of protectionist pressures not 
seen since the thimes - gives me hope that America will 
assume this leadership. lt is vital to the survival of a free world 
trade and econonuc system. 

We need growth in order to create jobs - you American~ 
have created many more than we did in Europe - we have to 
say ye~ to new technologies , we have to use technological 
progress as a vehicle for structural adjustment which is key to 
growth . The Silicon Valley and Route 128 are Jiving examples 
of that recipe . Tbanks to your extraordinary human resources, 
your state has become an important center for high technology 
manufacturing. The 122 universities and colleges in the Boston 
area have helped to create hundreds of new companies and to 
train thousands or managers, engineers, scientists and entrepre
neurs. 

Innovation is the way out of protectionism. Protectionism is 
also a symptom of an increasing indebtedness and fragility of 
our national ar1d international financial structures. We have to 
help the developing countries to find ways out of debt, poverty 
and stagnation . Helping them is not only a human duty. lt is 
also the only cme for world economic problems, in other 
words, to our problems, yours and mine . The family of nations 
cannot afford to have outsiders. 

Ladies and Gemtlemen, our countries , we ourselves, on na
tional and international levels , have to work for a system of 
international rellfions capable of ensuring human survival and 
the existence of a free society, without resorting to violence . 
Five billion peoJfe want to live - and that, in the face of this 
rapid social changtt , this constrained economic growth , and this 
quick succession of technological innovations. \!t need to look 
at science and tedmology as the source of hope , not fear. We 
want to be competitive in the next century . 

It is important at we manage the great potential for conflict 
and solve these drallenging, elusive problems within the con
text of carefull y c0nsidered democratic rules. These are tasks 
demanding leadeaship. They do affect us all , and we cannot 
withdraw from 1km. They are of concern to governments, 
parl).Mllents, intcmational organizations, entrepreneurs. em
plofers and empl ,ees, universities, yes, to each free citizen on 
every continent of the world. I count on our youth , on you , dear 
students. 

We need a deep:ned and new understanding of realities, and 
we should not fe.-thinking in new ways. Our education must 
be geared to newli:velopments . We also need to encourage the 
intellectual curiOlity of our youth, who are "homesick for the 
future ." 

The poet Saint Exupery once said: "If you want to build a 
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ship . don ' t gather men to provide wood . to make tool s and t0 
assign the different tasks: no , just kindle the yearning for the 
wide-open , endless sea'. '" 

Withm each man and woman hes a not fu lly developed. yet 
infinitely valuable potential for understanding. imagination. 
creativity, innovation . tolerance and a sense of solidarity with 
others . If we understand , if we suppon and unleash this great 
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human potential. then we can also make progress politically , 
socially. and ecologically. People after all have to champion the 
cause of humanity. That is. the development of the economy. 
science and technology mirn serve people . This 1s the greatest 
potential challenge to humanny.-

Let us take this challenge and run with it. with united effon. 
beyond all front iers . The future i~ our common cause ! 

Television Coverage of the Senate 
PUBLIC SCRUTINY 

By WILLIAM L. ARMSTRONG . United States Senator f rom Colorado 

Delivered before the Senate Committee on Rules and Administration, Washin gton . D .C. , September 17, 1985 

MR. CHAIRMAN. it is an honor todav to address the 
Rules Committee and the distinguished Chairman on 
the need to televise the proceedmgs of the Senate . an 

issue the Chairman has been so influential in bringing before the 
Senate. 

Mr. Chairman . the irony of the situation today is inescap
able . Here J sit before several television cameras pleading 
the case about why the full Senate should televise its debates. 
Yet , television coverage is prohibited if J were just a few steps 
away in the United States Senate. However, if J were at the 
other end of the corridor in the Capitol , in the U.S. House of 
Representatives , television cameras would record all my re
marks , as well as the comments of those who agree and disagree 
with me . 

Mr. Chairman , in my judgement , it is a shame that the 
television cameras are not yet able to cover Senate proceed
ings. As the Chairman well knows, all our debates are impor
tant to someone , no matter how small the number of people 
affected . 

But , it is particularly in those times when the Senate is 
debating something of great historical significance, an issue 
that affects everyone and the future of his country, that one 
becomes most alarmed at the limited role the average citizen is 
allowed in the debate. The occasions that come to mind even 
since the advent of television is long: the Civil Rights Act in 
1957 and 1964; the Voting Rights Act in 1965; the debates on 
the Vietnam War from 1969 to 1971; the Panama Canal Trea
ties ; or more recently the debates on taxes , the budget , the MX 
missile, the nuclear freeze , El Salvador, or Nicaragua . 

It is in the Senate that the views on these issues have been 
articulated most effectively and extensively . The Senate is ca
pable of disseminating information and divergent viewpoints 
unlike any other institution in the world . Its functional bril
liance can be credited to our Founding Fathers and it is truly a 
national treasure, yet its benefit is essentially confined to 100 
Senators. 

While television cameras are still prohibited in the Senate 
Chamber, nearly all of our state legislatures have opened their 
chambers to the television camera. Neither is this a uniquely 
American innovation . National legislatures are televised in 
England, France, West Germany, the Netherlands , Norway, 
Sweden, Austria, Denmark, Switzerland, Italy , Spain, Israel , 
Australia, Japan, and Canada . Even the United Nations General 
Assembly and Security Council is covered on a gavel-to-gavel 
basis by television cameras. 

At issue in the effort to televise Senate proceedings is how 

best the men and women of our country - those who pay the 
bill s of the government over which the Senate presides - may 
freely know and discuss the issues so critical in their own day
to-day hves. 

Fo~ us to deny. as we now do. the people we serve the 
tremendous advantage of televising Senate proceedings, in my 
opinion . is a great national disservice:: . 

To correct this disservice. I introduced this session S.Res.81, 
that now has 17 co-sponsors , to provide gavel-to-gavel televi
sion and radio coverage of our U.S . Senate . This. J might add . 
is identical to legislation sponsored by the prior majority leader , 
Howard Baker, and reported out favorably by this Committee. ] 
believe this legislation is long overdue. The Senate has been 
studying some form of legislation to broadcast Senate proceed
ings by radio or television since 1922 . Three years ago Senate 
Resolution 20 was passed , which approved gavel-to-gavel radio 
and television coverage . but was contingent on legislation to 
clarify the implementation procedure . That legislation has been 
studied extensively by the Committee and what I have, in fact , 
introduced is the product of the Committee ' s previous work . 
The Senate, however, since passage of S.Res . 20 has failed to 
pass the implementation legislation and, in fact, has only de
bated the matter once , briefly, last fall . 

Mr. Chairman , I understand that the Sergeant-at-Arms does 
not undertake to count every visitor to the Senate galleries. but 
let us speculate for a moment. There are 611 seats in the Senate 
galleries , and several of these are usually reserved for staff and 
friends of Members of Congress . But let us suppose that all 61 l 
seats were continually occupied during Senate sessions - on 
average 7 hours a day and 157 days a year - and people were 
rotated out every 15 minutes. then at most 2. 7 million people 
would be able to see the Senate in session in one year. In other 
words, even if that many people could find the time and money 
to come to Washington , D.C. . still 99 percent of the population 
could not catch even a brief 15 minute glimpse of the Senate in 
session during a typical year . 

By contrast , it is estimated that 50 million people will watch 
the ne"-"'°rk news programs every night. If the television net
works-tland the independent stations and the burgeoning satellite 
TV network industry had access to the highlights of action in 
this Chamber, more people would be able to see Senate debates 
of major legislation in 1 day than would be possible in half a 
century, if we limit the access to this Chamber just to the 
physical gallery , as we do now . 

The advent of television in the last half century has changed 
the way Americans communicate and learn, and in some re-
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