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> f i C _.,,tr"~ ~ / ~ 

,(-;---- 1,/\ .)JJ ~ 
~ tr (Dolan/AB) 
0- ~ ~ · March 5, 1983 
~, ~ Noon 

~ ~c(L 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 

ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 1983 

__,,, 
Net1"1e, ana I ePe delighted to be here today. Those of you in 

the National Association of Evangelicals are known for your 

spiritual and humanitarian work -- and I would be especially 

remiss if I did not discharge right now one personal debt of 

gratitude. 

Thank you for your prayers. Nancy and I have felt their 

presence many times in many ways. Believe me, for us they have 
I \_ . ~ 71ft AJl(rT( /t--J..,5 / 

made all the difference. The other day in the East Room'/someone 

asked me whether I was aware of all the people out there praying 
y1;s I A-r-t - F.>ECAusc t'vf FE(.r ir.-~~ ,.._:._ ~~ 1~ 

for the President. l wa. touched, of aoui::se, bu L:::::I! ll-- le±J:::-=1 eu 
\!> ,.J:-~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~. 

w_hat I te-.ld h-im· Ta.nk you, aut please keep it up. l}n@ vb0n 
~Au_~~ ~ ·' 

~11•:r;g at.; I. if y~t a busy signal sometimes, krmp Ir~~ 

~ ~ ~ ~~oJ>ClS!.r<~ ~~ 
,, It j.Ma'e I ea ni; :U,st in there ahead of ~ .. , . ~ .l ~fa'<r 

~ ~) ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ :x.... ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ 
~~ -c;..~;' jFrom the joy and good feeling of this conference we lea-,,~~ y 

'Lo- ~~~ ~ ~ 
fier Lhe---:lrtii--J y =iiu J j of a politic al reception _i;ur the Plerie.a GQP. 

/ ~ ~ ~ ~ a.. ~ ~ .:...::t ~ • 
Yan :m see it's ei aa:y gf contrasts, (it: reminds roe ef a story-I 

IN£\ j lits€ tell the f, ,J' '"ft!: at th3:t reccpt f!,n.... It sooms ~:tri:-3 
Jl ~ ~ 

evangelical minister and:'politician batia aited and :;.e:et: w Heavens~ 

~.St.Peter took them in hand to show them their new quarters. He 
(. <>-..~ ~ ~ 

took the minister to a small room with just a beav·and table. ~ 
r, ~ :;,- ,. . .) 

>-J..rt,.J:; 0...... ~ 

~allJ llllhen The politician S.ilH che M@li11&,g q'la5tr.:i:a; of t-eis 

bely=cmatFhe I ab fit El'-4¥ worried about what was in store for him. ~ 
~ ~ ·s ~ s rcercro l~troc{c•-
Mncb' -his r;;u~, St. Peter t,()RI] ltjm Ma great mansion, 

I 
with beautiful grounds and many servants and told him all this 
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would be his. :7~8~2,~ "But how can 

you give me this 
~ ~ ~ -a-~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

mansion a.Bd Olll,y- a Hmall pl JF% ta .t.hat ~ 

~~-~F. 
~ I °t\ ~ ~'(;. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

St. Peter !'12E lia1d, "-eh, dart' I @r:=i;y~ an e, rrngeti.c:a4-, 
~ , ~ ~ . ~ ~ "fl-,.~ .,rf! ~-
w~arc got plen'!Y cf tJ. "up t-.eza.=---Strt you're the first 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
l 't' • I ! :i,r' .. -r-,..~~ 

po 1 ~n~~~ :::!-;~ ~ o.. ~.~.@..Q.~/'V-·, ~~ 
I--- like tlu:t story• §ruse Gf l:iS in the politica:l ,.•01r1'l :i;;iaed 

0-~ ~ .JJ.».>- ~.) ~.> ~ ~ '&-~ ,_:.,. ~-~. ~ ~ ~ 
t& so i;cmj l"l.:3ed tbat QUr faz:,t;: a :ea ::::j 1:::t:elv-.::e can cometimes.---=be mi 

-el:>irt: 11 la #is 11uiet=rafJ os~i:,•1 £, i eea:p sofflfftitmcnt, Mm'L .. o ; ... n
')<ov~ lf(it.f io Kt'e:-p us (; vc.-=R N {NO f=UL Cl. F 

-a~!J 1 fe~t the ideas and principles that brought us into the 

public arena in the first place. The basis of those ideals and 

principles is a commitment to freedom and personal liberty, a 

commitment that itself is grounded in the much deeper 

realization: that freedom prospers only where the blessings of 

God are avidly sought and humbly acknowledged. 

The American experiment in democracy rests on this insight; 

' 
its discovery was the great triumph of our Founding Fathers~~ 

N""". rl2>,v,\..~ "Men who will not be ruled by God will be ruled by tyrants, II 

_w.i J 1 i a11r P«ifU~ siiiiid. (Explaining the inalienable rights of men, 
I 

Jefferson ~J, "The God who gave us life, gave us liberty at 

the same time." And it was George Washington who said that "of 

all the disposition and habits which lead to political 

prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports." 

iLf.e:l::tl~--£-:i:J!1~~mr~wai;c~HOTl~rs;-r~~fu~ 
t 
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fQI it j 11 her matahless CeRstj I ..:Lion and detm,E, ei ~ 

copgreas r j,t n r ii not th'iNl!4l _ Not until I went to the PuLPfr~ A-FLM,r 
. churches of America and f.01m.d I J = afl..,m.i ,~;i.•ib lfFARO ti alt 

wi;r-tt righteousness did I understand the greatness and genius 
. of America. jUnerica is great because America is good. 
IF ----+ ~ Arneric~!'ceases to be good, America will cease to 

be great.") 
Yd" 

Th..,.e ie, 1rh,y I am M> pleased to be here today with tzhe ~eeplre 

who are i-fl the ett3i:rtee,s e.f keeping America great by keeping her 

good. Only through your work and prayers and those of millions 

of others can we hope to survive this perilous century and keep 

alive this experiment in liberty, this last best hope of man-

I want you to know this Admirtistration is motivated by a 

political philosophy that sees the greatness of America in you, 

her people, and in your families, churches, neighborhoods, 

communities -- the institutions that foster and nourish values 

like concern for others and respect for the rule of law under 

God. 

Now I don't have to tell you that eQr purey·t , cn this 
\.__ DR.J.ru· ... ~rouf Ot=Srf"fl W{rtt'!!;J 

~ios~ puts us in opposition t~W.. prevailing attitude of , 
~ ~ ~ 'G;. o._ ~ ~ A,.s., A" I~¼>,... \ Qi ,.,...__ ~ 

many ~f::3hhasc in g:o ,emtenl , educational :£oucdaH ans aJH!> 
~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 0---... ~ ~ -v ~ , 
i:nsbitut10ns, and significan'6:- ,ectora uE ll modi.:..=- '.l'he gi a 

~ ~ ~ 
... 5!Hi@A g:ewr s Bovcvr.c well intentioned, a~e :le er 111 -'CC"clJ · s-t-=a-Rd -------- ---
d:e_eJ dedJ; l!iaeerrif their value system is radically different from 

that of most Americans. ~a~~~ ~~~ ~ 
~ ..... , ... ~c,e~~ 

usRI ;, rd 1:u1 ,j,ee, they have taken upon themselves the job of _ , 

reg:tt;lr,b' g;, e, !'It CUJ!13 a!ta superintending ~irl~e~ ~· ~ 'f>-~ 
,wa;;-! . J I "1. 



'·' 
. . ' . } ~ - -. . ,.,. ,...,--- . ., - . . ,. . . ····- ~ .. . ,. - . - - . . ' . . . ' 

I ~ • )'4 4 . ;lilll 1;.. I f . ~; .. ~ • , f • • .o • -• - · _ .., ...... -~ t -. • .:s:-. • "' .. ~.: • - • - 1" 11 
'\- •• :!lo • ,I. : - ~~ -i, l' - , ~ \. t• t -~ ~ 1 •· ~ _, ... , , ~ • 

~ ~ • •,,. ):a (· t ~ I' 

r. : . . :,· i f . 
.. - ,.. - ~ 

t f' • -, I t 
,.. • • • It; 

~ ~ . 
• --! t 

• ,;. r 

. ------~-- ·- . 

. ' r ' . • ~ r . . . . ,, "·, j . ~ . ' ' 

i. ic.:t..r ~~~ · .. f1t1f lf-11r - .f-.J _°'Gty v\~~ :: . ~ 
J '" y_~ ~ ~ ~ t t ~ ~ 'v It r ~ t ,h ~ ~ r J ,.._ f ~. ~. ..t. .r. r ''. l'. 4 'r '-' ~ )-J 1 . 

, I ~,J-ft t fi oJ: 11 Jr-~ i<)(:z';fi [J ;•J~rt ,n•:C rif~•• . , -~ ~ L'-,,' , ~ , 

. . 1 t . f. h ~. ' ~ F [ >; • " -~ • - . -.. 

· · - , :..1 · .,_ 4- - , ,I{ P. ~ J: ~ . 1 · \J -.& . ~ ,~, ,. . 'l-' ~ . -t. Id .. ? J1: 

. ;~: ~-fl "i? t}-~¢ t ~ ~ ~ ~~1 (~i \. t1-~ ~ ~·:Jrr·,.1 !~ \, h . r ~. 
L~ ~ ~ ').,, ~ ~ t . tt¥ d:-, --t ~ td r r ~- \_ fl In 
r~c: ~.: r · .. ~ p 4 . . : > ~ : f ~ l v.- { · r ,._ ~ t F ~ · · ~ , )'C: , 1 r ~ ~-~ 

. ·-~·~ ~1 , • . . r J ~ . . , r . ~t t . . } , f 'r . , f 
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- t:;: 

We:l!l;IFa7?3ay 'iii~ battle in the courts, ~B~e 

wJ e,;; • t !!S .-::=JtMl 1- e.sw '"the rights of parents and the rights of 

family take precedence over those of Washington-based bureaucrats 

and social engineers. 

But parental notification is really only one example of many 

attempts to water down traditional values and even abrogate the 

original terms of American democracy. As I mentioned before, 

nothing eottld be more aoepl y engrah1eSshe Amo,;ican 

p~eal cons-cnsas than tbe tealizabion thi!- freedom prospers 

when religion is vibrant and the rule of law under God 

acknowledged. When our Founding Fathers passed the first 

amendment they sought to protect churches from Government 

interference. They never meant to construct a wall of hostility 

between Government and the concept of religious belief itself. 

The evidence of this permeates our history and our 

government: The Declaration of Independence mentions the Supreme 

Being no less than four times; "In God We Trust" is engraved on 

our coinage; the Supreme Court opens its proceedings with a 

"religious" invocation; and the Members of Congress open their 

sessions with a prayer. I just happen to believe the school 

children of the United States are entitled to the same privileges 

as Supreme Court Justices and Congressmen. Last year, I sent the 

Congress a constitutional amendment to restore prayer to public 

schools. This week I am resubmitting that amendment and calling 

on the Congress to act speedily to pass it. Let our children 

pray. 
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ut in the controversy over he prayer amendment, 

t 

progressive 

of 

hoped that the 

school children could be 

~y.~TAs influenc'e 

did excellence and discipline 

As you all know, there 

and teachers against these lax / d 
I 

again basic learning is being/ in 

schools. 
, , 

/ 
Similarly, the att7 pt to 

, 
and taught instead the 

relativ,,/s'm. 

declined, so 

ARI.~ ;-: c;;;;::t children 

rebellion among parents 

standards and once 

stressed in our 

bhibit the a 
i 

God in the classroom ~is come un 

margins, the America/ people wan 

f r heavy fire. 

\ prayer 
I 

classroom and hav been voting f r candidates who 

amendment. 

tely, however, th · s hasn't 

on the left w o still 

the 

Perhaps some of 

you read recently about the Lubbock school case where a judge 

actually ruled that it was unconstitutional for a school district 
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to give equal treatment to religious and nonreligious student 

. ~ d . h d ' groups, even when the group meetings were ~ uring t e stu ents 

own time. -Yo11 ean see ,=:Can• t y-oJ:1 .. ,= b:mt::::.t.fiQ:::fi:r.st amcndmen L ha.s

b:a?"Gscwod 101 H--& --head F l ,c:iw A constitutional provision designed · 

to promote religious expression has been used to stifle that 

to millions the time-honored right of religious expression in 

public places,; 

I=---4:4'd ;d, :you --.g-111111 hl kn a: z H'}u_;. 1 e '5ft Sena tors Den ton and 

Hatfield have proposed legislation in the Congres~ on the whole 

question of prohibiting discrimination against religious forms of 

student speech. I strongly support that legislation, and, with 

your help, I think it's possible we could also get the 

constitutional amendment through the Congress this year. 

instances 

we would 

l'terally, 

betwe 

No one 

a voice 

e education 

sc ools 

arbitrary 

to mention 
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protecting the rights of unborn children. "Abortion on demand" 
~ 

....is ._p 111~t :m,.,, z11 , y il. tb!!lt takes the lives of 1½ million unborn 

children a year. Human life legislation ending this tragedy will 

someday pass the C9ngress -- and you and I must never rest until 
l( ~ ~ ~ 1 'i- ~ , ~ L ' . t d 6 ,v 'z --t J,J,,· .fu 4b ,>--A ~ k ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ..N1J -~ a...._ • 

1 ~~ ~ ;_:t-~ ~ t,-~ 1 ~ 'f- ¾ -~'f .,.(k~~ l..t,L~_xk - ,. 
I 

You may remember that when abortion on demand began man~ ~J 

f~t;;;;;}~warned that the practice would lead to a 

decline in respect for human life, that the philosophical 

premises used to justify abortion on demand would ultimately be 

used to justify other attacks on the sacredness of human life, 

~ infanticide or mercy killing. /. , f tJeae,.,a1a'..J:.td ng-s w~e 

t•:.::::,:••::::z:~~::g:::l:::i~;,~~t~~dg:~o 
true: only last year a court .:i.w=::lindiana iss~@d aH order 

p~ the death by starvation of a handicapped inrant. 
Ht\vt: 

When Lhal l·aby's death i:a111e Ls light, !,(directed the Health 

and Human Services Department to make clear to every health care 

facility in the United States that the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

protects all handicapped persons against discrimination based on 

handicaps, including infants. And we have taken the further step 

of requiring that each and every recipient of Federal funds who 

provides health care services must post and keep posted in a 

conspicuous place a notice stating that "discriminatory failure 

to feed and care for handicapped infants in this facility is 

prohibited by Federal law." 

In addition, recent legislation introduced in the Congress 

by Representative Henry Hyde not only increases restrictions on 
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publicly-financed abortions, it also addresses this whole problem 
~ 

of infanticide. I urge the Congress to begin hearings 3Sf»l OR 

tb4-s Jegis!a:tlon, to address t.l_!e prchJcw af infanti,~ 
c. l-lP;TOJ t;.. adopt legislation that will protect the right o all children, 

including the disabled or handicapped~ be I): right to 1¥.f.e.. 

. 

a turning 

. 

· eralism -- decadent 

politicat cdnsensus, a 

its legitimate duties, 

national security, b 

~,M\.., /J}JNJ-~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Alsamg w:i ta +:J,,;:, rc.:turn te limited Ce•;er~, there is a 

great spiritual awakening in Americ~al!M! a renewal of the 

traditional values that have been the bedrock of America's 

goodness and greatness. 

(one recent survey-("" C : hcasands cf /J!t.ozicmu; by a Washington 

based research council concluded that Americans were far more 

religious than the people of other nations: 95 percent of those 

surveyed expressed a belief in God and a huge majority believed 

the Ten Commandments had real meaning for 
_..(,;1...4).J, ~ ~ 

o(S ~ ~ ~ ~) Crs::z1e ~ ~ J 

~ ~ ~) ~) ~ .,.-~ ~. 
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And this same study showed a deep reverence for the importance of 

family ties and religious belief.) 
~ 

~ I think the items we have discussed~today are the 

political agenda of the future. it 111 Hk.C, ':for the first time the 

Congress is openly and seriously debating and dealing with the 

prayer and abortion issues that's enormous progress right 

there. I repeat: America is in the midst of a spiritual 

awakening and a moral renewal. With your biblical keynote, I say 

today let "justice roll on like a river, righteotisness like a 

never failing stream." 

Now, obviously, much of this new political and social 

consensus I have talked about is based on a positive view of 

American history, one that takes pride in our country's 

accomplishments and record. But we must never forget att.... 

illll">rtan L d1St1gction laet.wgen Oil r - ro l t J • l 11s~ tha-:f 

t:he libEral .... sccularists. Yamo them, :w0 know that no Government 

schemes are going to perfect man: we know that living in this 

world means dealing with what philosophers would call the 

phenomenology of evil or, as 1!ille theologians would put it, the 

doctrine of sin. 

There is sin, tare:r~s evil in~ world, and we are 

enjoined by scripture and the Lord Jesus to oppose it with all 

our might. Arnl Isl L i9_h:y in ta)Jdng ebent-.Am&Fi-ca we..--111nst 

-never forg:ot that,..--- li]o semy other=bmn-a-p e~, eur Nation, too, 

has a legacy of evil with which it must deal. 
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~, ~he glory of this land has been its capacity for 

transcending the moral evils of our past. For example, the long 

struggle of minority citizens for equal rights, once a source of 

disunity and civil war, is now a point of pride for all 

Americans. We must never go back. There is no room for racism, 

anti-semitism or other forms of ethnic and racial hatred in this 

country. I know you have been horrified, as have I, by the 

resurgence of some hate groups preaching bigotry and prejudice. 

1'@3 1 I cL •J J o~ Use the mighty voice of your pulpits and the 

powerful standing of your churches to denounce and isolate these 

midst.ffa-SL~~·~ ~ ~'f-~-
Ysb~=--~:11115-i~i,,q;:::::ai:c~;;i;;.;;;;;;,,,~. -~-- ~; t~9ild?d:...,!t:!"~·~z~~ T~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o--1> ~ • 

also now attempting to 

Washington. 

of powerful organized crime. went 

influence, and 

growth of the illegal 

this 

these national syndicat s increased in 

sophistication. 

drug trade, we 

permissiveness 

fostered. Only a short time 

nd mayhem 

lorida Task Force head 

andle on it. 

nd now we're 

i vestigators 

t 1 roughout t United States. 

Vice 

down 

lawlessness it 

was spreading murder 

through the South 

'dent Bush, we have a 

in Florida, 

sand 1,260 new 

to 12 other regions\ 
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Yes, we are going 

going to stop thee. 

enterprises, 

s where 

presidential 

But we're not 

prosecute th 

to cripple 

But whatever sad episodes exist in our past, any objective 

observer must hold a positive view of American history, a history 

that has been the story of hopes fulfilled and dreams made into 

reality. Especially in this century, America has kept alight the 

torch of freedom -- not just for ourselves but for millions of 

others around the world. And this brings me to my final point 

l~~"°t;a..-~~/ 
During my first press conference as President-YI pointed out 

that as good Marxists-Leninists the Soviet leaders have "openly 

and publicly declared that the only morality they recognize is--U...X. 
~ ~ J..J> ~~ .. 
~twill further their cause, R\ilMS;og tbe; •eaerv• .b..o ~ . 
~~~~~~~~~~~~o.J-~ 
th0fflilelye• tbe l!;.jght to_ =emffii,ft _i:RY e_-·m@, ha Jai.0,_tic L.t1'.n--~,, 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ O'\ ~•!l. Qr,,:X ~ ~ ~ ~ .-~ 
g}?CJt e- 3 1 l aili i. s ;m,:,n!-l, not imMoral. " I said that we 
. ~ ~ ~ ~. - ---
would do well to keep this in mind during our negotiations with-,::..,l--. 

_,..& ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ½ ~ ~ 
-the 5; tie=l!-5~- . :r;, -4- n., 
~ 0-.... ~ d!f ~ lf'.>.r'V\.- ~-

othing~ 

it asf b~ch 
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; ~ ui..,yu-.,u~~ ;..;; ~ ~ ~ 
14 ~ °'-~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

<5-ll ~~ ·,J: ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ .,c.L ~ ~ ~ # 

Now -- putting aside for the moment the fact that 1;ile~ 

pundits and opinion makers are rarely upset when the Soviets say 

much worse about us everyday in their press I think I should 
✓ 

rH Erl R 
point out I was only quoting Lenin, & ~ean~, -a guiding spirit~ 

-t.f'e:::SNri et l eadgrrW"f), who wrote in 1920: "We repudiate all 
<J~ ~ et""": ~ ~); 

morality that proceeds from supernatural ideasVor ideas that are 

outside class conceptions. (Morality is entirely subordinate to 

the interests of class war. Everything is moral that is 

necessary for the annihilation of the old exploiting social order 

and for uniting the proleteriat.") 

I think the refusal of many influential people to accept 
FA<:. 'i c I=" 0 0 ctR(rV1; 

this elementary i.DsiEJH~ iR:to Soviet beha;~ illustrates aN 

historical reluctance to see totalitarian powers for what they 

are. We saw this phenomenon in the 1930's; we see it too often 

today, as in many aspects of the nuclear freeze movement.,~~~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o-.,.,.J.... /'-S{! ,, a.,.a .6 AAo.-k. ~ ~ ~ ~. 

, ~ Bui · arets,--=3Ps-li 98 ,,: l k ]I J im u=nslu;: sb taee ., :t.,. . 
d"" µv..&A A(,- o-r-_ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o(s ~ ~ ~; ~~ 

refused to use its nuclear monopoly in the forties and fifties 

for territorial gain and which now proposes SO-percent cuts in 

strategic ballistic missiles and the elimination of an entire 

class of land-based, intermediate-range nuclear missiles.--



s~rely, t.'kese bi sf ad ans ui 11 ::19 m.J iii tag cemciis of t;ae 

· =Mi11>P%:!St I;;19jn½-tft- --- wi: P•il~he supremacy of the state,~ 

declare.- its omnipotence over individual man,~ predicteal its 

eventual domination of all peoples of the 

h,;i Iii inns---,; J 1 4UM. .g;1': ~ the focus of evil in the modern 

world. It was C. S. Lewis who in his unforgettable Screwtape 

Letters wrote: 

"The greatest evil is not now done in those sordid 
'dens of crime' that Dickens loved to paint. It is not 
done even in concentration camps and labor camps in 
those we see its final result. But it is conceived and 
ordered (moved, seconded, carried and minuted) in 
clear, carpeted, warmed and well-lighted offices by 
quiet men with white collars and cut fingernails and 
smooth-shaven cheeks who do not need to raise their 
voices." 

Because these "quiet men" do not "raise their voices," because 

they sometimes speak in soothing tones of brotherhood and peace, 

because, like other dictators before them, they are always making 

"their final territorial demand," some would have us accept them 

at their word and accommodate ourselves to their aggressive 

impulses. But, if history teaches anything, it teaches: 

simple-minded appeasement or self-delusion about our adversaries 

is folly -- it means the betrayal of our past, the squandering of 

our freedom. 

So I urge you to speak out against those who would place the 

United States in a position of military inferiority~ue the aovnt 

g ·:n. You know, I have always believed that old Screwtape 

reserves his best efforts for those of you in the Church. So in 
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your discussions of the nuclear freeze proposals, I urge you to 

beware the temptation of pride -- the temptation to blithely 

declare yourselves above it all and label both sides equally at 

fault, to ignore the facts of history and the aggressive impulses 

of an evil empire, to simply call the arms race a giant 

misunderstanding and thereby remove yourself from 

between right and wrong, good and evil. 

I ask you to resist the attempts of those 

-'nl;~~~:5i:5:::iYld.._A.::bb!;J;='=!~~~id:i~ ~ ~~~~-S€~~~--¥:l~l 
I 

~~~port for this Administration's efforts to keep Amer'ica strong 

and free, ~k~gotiate real and verifiable reductions in the 

world ' s nuclear ar sen a 1 s ~ av-,__,~ ~ ~~ )[.4'~.:, .. :"Gi~ ~ ' 
While America's military strength is important, let me add 

here that I have always maintained that the struggle now going on 

for the world will never be decided by bombs or rockets, by 

armies or military might. ~the real crisis we face today is a 

spiritual one; at root, it is a test of moral will and faith. 

(Whittaker Chambers, the man whose own religious conversion 

made him a "witness" to one of the terrible traumas of our age, 

the Hiss Chambers case, wrote that the crisis of the Western 

world exists to the degree in which the West is indifferent to 

God, the degree to which it collaborate s in Communism's attempt 

to make man stand alone without God. For Marxism-Leninism is 

actually the second oldest faith, he said, first proclaimed in 

the Garden of Eden with the words of temptation: "Ye shall be as 

gods." 

I ' 
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The Western world can answer this challenge, he wrote, "but 

only provided that its faith in God and the freedom he enjoins is 

as great as Communism's faith in man.") 

I believe we shall rise to this challenge; I believe that 

Communism is another sad, bizarre chapter in human history whose 

last pages even now are being written. I believe this because 

the source of our strength in the quest for human freedom is not 

material but spiritual, and, because it knows no limitation, it 

must terrify and ultimately triumph over those who would enslave 

their fellow man. For, in the words of Isaiah: 

"He giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no 

might, He increased their strength •.. but they that wait upon 

the Lord shall renew their strength. they shall mount up 

with wings as eagles. They shall run and not be weary •.. " 

Thank you and God bless you. 



(Dolan/AB) 
March 5, 1983 
Noon 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 1983 

Nancy and I are delighted to be here today. Those of you in 

the National Association of Evangelicals are known for your 

spiritual and humanitarian work -- and I would be especially 

remiss if I did not discharge right now one personal debt of 

gratitude. 

Thank you for your prayers. Nancy and I have felt their 

presence many times in many ways. Believe me, for us they have 

made all the difference. The other day in the East Room someone 

asked me whether I was aware of all the people out there praying 

for the President. I was touched, of course, but I'll tell you 

what I told him: Thank you, but please keep it up. And when 

you're at it, if you get a busy signal sometimes, keep trying. 

It just means I'm in there ahead of you. 

From the joy and good feeling of this conference we leave 

for the hurly burly of a political reception for the Florida GOP. 

You can see it's a day of contrasts; (it reminds me of a story I 

may just tell the folks over at that reception. It seems this 

evangelical minister and politician both died and went to Heaven. 

St. Peter took them in hand to show them their new quarters. He 

took the minister to a small room with just a bed and table . So 

naturally when the politician saw the modest quarters of this 

holy man he was pretty worried about what was in store for him. 

Much to his surprise, St. Peter took him to a great mansion, 

with beautiful grounds and many servants and told him all this 
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would be his. So naturally, the politician said: "But how can 

you give me this mansion and only a small place to that good 

minister?" 

St. Peter replied, "Oh, don't worry, he's an evangelical, 

we've got plenty of them up here. But you're the first 

politician we've ever had." 

I like that story.) Those of us in the political world need 

to be reminded that our fast-paced existence can sometimes be an 

obstacle to quiet reflection and deep commitment, that we can 

easily forget the ideas and principles that brought us into the 

public arena in the first place. The· basis of those ideals and 

principles is a commitment to freedom and personal liberty, a 

commitment that itself is grounded in the much deeper 

realization: that freedom prospers only where the blessings of 

God are avidly sought and humbly acknowledged. 

The American experiment in democracy rests on this insight; 

its discovery was the great triumph of our Founding Fathers. 

"Men who will not be ruled by God will be ruled by tyrants," 

William Penn said. (Explaining the inalienable rights of men, 

Jefferson remarked, "The God who gave us life, gave us liberty at 

the same time." And it was George Washington who said that "of 

all the disposition and habits which lead to political 

prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports." 

And finally, that shrewdest of all observers of American 

democracy, Alexis de Tocqueville, put it eloquently: 

"I sought for the greatness and genius 
in fertile fields and boundless forests, it 
there. I sought for it in her free schools 
institutions of learning; it was not there. 

of America 
was not 
and her 

I sought 
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for it in her matchless Constitution and democratic 
congress; it was not there. Not until I went to the 
churches of America and found them aflame with 
righteousness did I understand the greatness and genius 
of America. America is great because America is good. 
When America ceases to be good, America will cease to 
be great.") 

That is why I am so pleased to be here today with the people 

who are in the business of keeping America great by keeping her 

good. Only through your work and prayers and those of millions 

of others can we hope to survive this perilous century and keep 

alive this experiment in liberty, this last best hope of man 

called America. 

I want you to know this Administration is motivated by a 

political philosophy that sees the greatness of America in you, 

her people, and in your families, churches, neighborhoods, 

communities -- the institutions that foster and nourish values 

like concern for others and respect for the rule of law under 

God. 

Now I don't have to tell you that our pursuit of this 

philosophy puts us in opposition to the prevailing attitude of 

many of those in government, educational foundations and 

institutions, and significant sectors of the media. The views of 

such groups, however well intentioned, are deeply secularist and 

decidedly liberal; their value system is radically different from 

that of most Americans. Because they view everyday Americans as 

wanton and unwise, they have taken upon themselves the job of 

regulating, overseeing and superintending the people from 

Washington. 
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Now recent polls have shown a dichotomy between their values 

and those of the American people. For example, recent surveys of 

elites in the media and entertainment industry showed they voted 

in far greater numbers than their fellow Americans for liberal 

candidates, that most see nothing wrong with adultery and 

homosexuality, that they approve of abortion by overwhelming 

margins and that less than 10 percent give religion any important 

place in their lives. 

I think one recent controversy in Washington, the one over 

the parental modification or so-called "squeal rule," is an 

illustration of this clash between the values of these elitists 

and the rest of America. And don't get me wrong, I'm not 

attacking or attempting to silence anybody. I just think the 

difference between the elitist view of the world and ours ought 

to be fully aired. 

Now, as most of you know, the controversy came to a head 

when a judge struck down rules issued by our Administration 

requiring family planning clinics that receive Federal tax 

dollars to notify parents that they have provided prescription 

birth control pills or devices to minor teenage girls (under age 

18). Believe me, I wonder, as many of you do, what Government is 

doing in the birth control business at all -- but the Congress 

passed the l egislation several years ago and we have no choice 

but to carry it out. Now this rule, which is nothing more than 

an affirmation of the traditional rights of parents, was met with 

attacks from the left portraying those of us in the 
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Administration as a bunch of pinch-cheeked old prudes out to keep 

the kids from having a little fun. 

It reminded me of a similar storm some years ago in 

California when I insisted that parents had a right to know if 

their 15-year-old daughter was going to have an abortion 

especially since the State was paying for the abortion with 

welfare funds. This caused quite a stir but who, I asked, are we 

in government to act in locus parentis? For heaven's sake, that 

girl couldn't have her tonsils out without parental consent, let 

alone an abortion. It was during the controversy I began to 

realize that the real agenda of many who subscribe to this 

liberal, secularist philosophy is to actually impose their 

values -- to use the power of Government, the media and the 

schools -- to supersede the family, church and other inculcators 

of traditional values. 

I believe the same mind set is at work in the parental 

notification rule controversy. Hoping to silence us with names 

like old-fashioned and puritanical, our critics seek to use the 

power of government to insure the preeminence of their own views, 

views that are clearly out of step with what most Americans 

believe and want. 

So there you have it: the same liberal secularists who did 

a marvelous job of giving us inflation, recession, unemployment, 

unmanageable bureaucracy, a trillion dollar debt and a host of 

foreign policy debacles now want us to let them preempt parental 

rights and run the sex lives of our underage teenagers. 
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Well, I say we fight our battle in the courts, I say the 

rule stays. And I say the rights of parents and the rights of 

family take precedence over those of Washington-based bureaucrats 

and social engineers. 

But parental notification is really only one example of many 

attempts to water down traditional values and even abrogate the 

original terms of American democracy. . As I mentioned before, 

nothing could be more deeply engrained into the American 

political consensus than the realization that freedom prospers 

when religion is vibrant and the rule of law under God 

acknowledged. When our Founding Fathers passed the first 

amendment they sought to protect churches from Government 

interference. They never meant to construct a wall of hostility 

between Government and the concept of religious belief itself. 

The evidence of this permeates our history and our 

government: The Declaration of Independence mentions the Supreme 

Being no less than four times: "In God We Trust" is engraved on 

our coinage: the Supreme Court opens its proceedings with a 

"religious" invocation: and the Members of Congress open their 

sessions with a prayer. I just happen to believe the school 

children of the United States are entitled to the same privileges 

as Supreme Court Justices and Congressmen. Last year, I sent the 

Congress a constitutional amendment to restore prayer to public 

schools. This week I am resubmitting that amendment and calling 

on the Congress to act speedily to pass it. Let our children 

pray. 
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(But in the controversy over the prayer amendment, we see 

once again that will to power that has characterized so much of 

the liberal social philosophy that dominated American 

intellectual life in the fifties and sixties. Many advocates of 

liberal and so-called progressive education hoped that the 

schools would become laboratories where school children could be 

removed from traditional influences and taught instead the 

wonders of value-free science and moral relativism. 

Now we know that what happened to American education as it 

increasingly fell under the influence of this "social science 

mentality." As influence of parents and teachers declined, so 

did excellence and discipline -- and America's school children 

learned less and less. 

As you all know, there has been a rebellion among parents 

and teachers against these lax educational standards and once 

again basic learning is being increasingly stressed in our 

schools. 

Similarly, the attempt to prohibit the acknowledgement of 

God in the classroom has come under heavy fire. By overwhelming 

margins, the American people want prayer returned to the 

classroom and have been voting for candidates who support that 

amendment. 

Unfortunately, however, this hasn't discouraged the small 

group of elitists on the left who still want to impose their 

value system on the vast majority of Americans.) Perhaps some of 

you read recently about the Lubbock school case where a judge 

actually ruled that it was unconstitutional for a school district 
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to give equal treatment to religious and nonreligious student 

groups, even when the group meetings were during the students' 

own time. You can see, can't you, how the first amendment has 

been stood on its head, how a constitutional provision designed 

to promote religious expression has been used to stifle that 

expression? And you can see, can't you, the irony of those who 

call themselves "liberals" using their position of power to deny 

to millions the time-honored right of religious expression in 

public places? 

I think you should know that both Senators Denton and 

Hatfield have proposed legislation in the Congress on the whole 

question of prohibiting discrimination against religious forms of 

student speech. I strongly support that legislation, and, with 

your help, I think it's possible we could also get the 

constitutional amendment through the Congress this year. 

And let me add here that, like you, I have been deeply 

concerned about recent controversies in several States between 

religious schools and State educational authorities. No one 

questions the right of the individual States to have a voice in 

establishing certain minimum standards for the education of our 

children. But, on the other hand, religious schools are entitled 

to make basic decisions about their curriculum and not be forced 

to march in lockstep to the directives of State bureaucrats. 

Now in discussing these instances of the arbitrary 

imposition of liberal views, we would be remiss not to mention a 

Supreme Court decision more than a decade ago that, quite 

literally, wiped off the books the statutes of 50 States 
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protecting the rights of unborn children. "Abortion on demand" 

is a great moral evil that takes the lives of 1½ million unborn 

children a year. Human life legislation ending this tragedy will 

someday pass the Congress -- and you and I must never rest until 

it does. 

You may remember that when abortion on demand began many 

religious leaders warned that the practice would lead to a 

decline in respect for human life, that the philosophical 

premises used to justify abortion on demand would ultimately be 

used to justify other attacks on the sacredness of human life, 

even infanticide or mercy killing. When these warnings were 

first spoken, many of those in the intelligensia and the glitter 

set scoffed at them. But, tragically enough, they proved all too 

true: only last year a court in Indiana issued an order 

per~itting the death by starvation of a handicapped inrant. 

When that baby's death came to light, I directed the Health 

and Human Services Department to make clear to every health care 

facility in the United States that the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

protects all handicapped persons against discrimination based on. 

handicaps, including infants. And we have taken the further step 

of requiring that each and every recipient of Federal funds who 

provides health care services must post and keep posted in a 

conspicuous place a notice stating that "discriminatory failure 

to feed and care for handicapped infants in this facility is 

prohibited by Federal law." 

In addition, recent legislation introduced in the Congress 

by Representative Henry Hyde not only increases restrictions on 
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publicly-financed abortions, it also addresses this whole problem 

of infanticide. I urge the Congress to begin hearings soon on 

this legislation, to address the problems of infanticide, to 

adopt legislation that will protect the right of all children, 

including the disabled or handicapped, to the right to life. 

Now in surveying the effect of several decades of liberal, 

secularist philosophy -- the wreckage, for example, left by the 

decisions like those on abortion and school prayer -- it is easy 

to grow discouraged. But we must never forget that we now stand 

at a turning point, a time when the old liberalism -- decadent 

and dying is being replaced by a new political consensus, a 

consensus that wants Government to perform its legitimate duties, 

such as maintaining domestic peace and our national security, but 

otherwise to leave the people alone. 

Along with this return to limited Government, there is a 

great spiritual awakening in America and a renewal of the 

traditional values that have been the bedrock of America's 

goodness and greatness. 

(one recent survey of thousands of Americans by a Washington 

based research council concluded that Americans were far more 

religious than the people of other nations; 95 percent of those 

surveyed expressed a belief in God and a huge majority believed 

the Ten Commandments had real meaning for their l i ves. 

Another study of 2,000 Americans by Connecticut Mutual Life 

Insurance found that -- in contrast to the views of the elitists 

I mentioned earlier the following practices were found wrong 

by large majorities of average Americans: adultery , 85 pe r cent; 
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hard drugs, 84 percent; homosexuality, 71 percent; sex before 16, 

71 percent; abortion, 65 percent; and pornography, 68 percent. 

And this same study showed a deep reverence for the importance of 

family ties and religious belief.) 

So I think the items we have discussed today are the 

political agenda of the future. Remember, for the first time the 

Congress is openly and seriously debating and dealing with the 

prayer and abortion issues that's enormous progress right 

there. I repeat: America is in the midst of a spiritual 

awakening and a moral renewal. With your biblical keynote, I say 

today let "justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a 

never failing stream." 

Now, obviously, much of this new political and social 

consensus I have talked about is based on a positive view of 

American history, one that takes pride in our country's 

accomplishments and record. But we must never forget an 

important distinction between our moral philosophy and that of 

the liberal secularists. Unlike them, we know that no Government 

schemes are going to perfect man; we know that living in this 

world means dealing with what philosophers would call the 

phenomenology of evil or, as the theologians would put it, the 

doctrine of sin. 

There is sin, there is evil in this world, and we are 

enjoined by scripture and the Lord Jesus to oppose it with all 

our might. And that is why in talking about America we must 

never forget that, like any other human entity, our Nation, too, 

has a legacy of evil with which it must deal. 
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Now, the glory of this land has been its capacity for 

transcending the moral evils of our past. For example, the long 

struggle of minority citizens for equal rights, once a source of 

disunity and civil war, is now a point of pride for all 

Americans. We must never go back. There is no room for racism, 

anti-semitism or other forms of ethnic and racial hatred in this 

country. I know you have been horrified, as have I, b y the 

resurgence of some hate groups preaching bigotry and prejudice. 

Today I urge you: Use the mighty voice of your pulpits and the 

powerful standing of your churches to denounce and isolate these 

hate groups in our midst. 

(And I want to mention today another dark legacy of our 

past -- one that we are also now attempting to address in 

Washington. For many years in America we tolerated the existence 

of powerful syndicates of organized crime. As the years went by, 

these national syndicates increased in power, influence, and 

sophistication. Recently, in the enormous growth of the illegal 

drug trade, we have seen the tragic results of this 

permissiveness and the climate of professional lawlessness it 

fostered. Only a short time ago, this trade was spreading murder 

and mayhem throughout South Florida. Today, through the South 

Florida Task Force headed by Vice President Bush, we have a 

handle on i t. We've cracked down on this drug trade in Florida, 

and now we're bringing on 200 new prosecutors and 1,260 new 

investigators to extend that task force model to 12 other regions 

throughout the United States. 
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Yes, we are going after the drug cartels. But we're not 

going to stop there. Through a new presidential commission and 

several other initiatives, we intend to expose and prosecute the 

infrastructure of organized crime itself. We mean to cripple 

their enterprises, dry up their profits, and put their leaders 

behind bars where they belong.) 

But whatever sad episodes exist in our past, any objective 

observer must hold a positive view of American history, a history 

that has been the story of hopes fulfilled and dreams made into 

reality. Especially in this century, America has kept alight the 

torch of freedom -- not just for ourselves but for millions of 

others around the world. And this brings me to my final point 

today, and, by the way, it's another illustration of the gulf 

between the views of the professional elitists and those of 

everyday Americans. 

During my first press conference as President, I pointed out 

that as good Marxists-Leninists the Soviet leaders have "openly 

and publicly declared that the only morality they recognize is 

what will further their cause, meaning they reserve unto 

themselves the right to commit any crime, to lie, to 

cheat ... and that is moral, not immoral." I said that we 

would do well to keep this in mind during our negotiations with 

the Soviets. 

Well, once again this caused a stir. I saw several accounts 

that truncated my remarks and suggested they were nothing more 

than name-calling. Other accounts suggested that it was a breach 

of diplomacy to be that candid about the Soviets. 
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Now -- putting aside for the moment the fact that the 

pundits and opinion makers are rarely upset when the Soviets say 

much worse about us everyday in their press I think I should 

point out I was only quoting Lenin, a saint, a guiding spirit to 

the Soviet leadership, who wrote in 1920: "We repudiate all 

morality that proceeds from supernatural ideas or ideas that are 

outside class conceptions. (Morality is entirely subordinate to 

the interests of class war. Everything is moral that is 

necessary for the annihilation of the old exploiting social order 

and for uniting the proleteriat.") 

I think the refusal of many influential people to accept 

this elementary insight into Soviet behavior illustrates a 

historical reluctance to see totalitarian powers for what they 

are. We saw this phenomenon in the 1930's; we see it too often 

today, as in many aspects of the nuclear freeze movement. 

But surely, just as we look back in wonder at the 

self-deception of the 1930's, future historians, looking back at 

our time, will be shocked by the naivete and moral blindness of 

the unilateral disarmers. (surely, they will note the real 

proportions of the threat to peace, that it was the West that 

refused to use its nuclear monopoly in the forties and fifties 

for territorial gain and which now proposes SO-percent cuts in 

strategic ballistic missiles and the elimination of an entire 

class of land-based, intermediate-range nuclear missiles -- and 

that it was not the West that intervened by military proxy in 

Angola, in Ethiopia, in South Yemen or Central America; that it 

was not the West that invaded Afghanistan, suppressed Polish 
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Solidarity, used forced labor, or waged chemical and toxic 

warfare in Afghanistan and Southeast Asia.) 

Surely, those historians will find in the councils of the 

Marxist-Leninists -- who preached the supremacy of the state, who 

declared its omnipotence over individual man, who predicted its 

eventual domination of all peoples of the Earth -- surely 

historians will see there •.• the focus of evil in the modern 

world. It was C. S. Lewis who in his unforgettable Screwtape 

Letters wrote: 

"The greatest evil is not now done in those sordid 
'dens of crime' that Dickens loved to paint. It is not 
done even in concentration camps and labor camps in 
those we see its final result. But it is conceived and 
ordered (moved, seconded, carried and minuted) in 
clear, carpeted, warmed and well-lighted offices by 
quiet men with white collars and cut fingernails and 
smooth-shaven cheeks who do not need to raise their 
voices." 

Because these "quiet men" do not "raise their voices," because 

they sometimes speak in soothing tones of brotherhood and peace, 

because, like other dictators before them, they are always making 

"their final territorial demand," some would have us accept them 

at their word and accommodate ourselves to their aggressive 

impulses. But, if history teaches anything, it teaches: 

simple-minded appeasement or self-delusion about our adversaries 

is folly -- it means the betrayal of our past, the squandering of 

our fr eedom. 

So I urge you to speak out against those who would place the 

United States in a position of military inferiority to the Soviet 

Union. You know, I have always believed that old Screwtape 

reserves his best efforts for those of you in the Church. So in 
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your discussions of the nuclear freeze proposals, I urge you to 

beware the temptation of pride -- the temptation to blithely 

declare yourselves above it all and label both sides equally at 

fault, to ignore the facts of history and the aggressive impulses 

of an evil empire, to simply call the arms race a giant 

misunderstanding and thereby remove yourself from the struggle 

between right and wrong, good and evil. 

I ask you to resist the attempts of those who would have you 

bargain away, for the sake of a few glowing minutes on the 

nightly news and a little cooing from the glitter set, your vital 

support for this Administration's efforts to keep America strong 

and free, and to negotiate real and verifiable reductions in the 

world's nuclear arsenals. 

While America's military strength is important, let me add 

here that I have always maintained that the struggle now going on 

for the world will never be decided by bombs or rockets, by 

armies or military might. For the real crisis we face today is a 

spiritual one; at root, it is a test of moral will and faith. 

(Whittaker Chambers, the man whose own religious conversion 

made him a "witness" to one of the terrible traumas of our age, 

the Hiss Chambers case, wrote that the crisis of the Western 

world exists to the degree in which the West is indifferent to 

God, the degree to which it collaborates in Communism's attempt 

to make man stand alone without God. For Marxism-Leninism is 

actually the second oldest faith, he said, first proclaimed in 

the Garden of Eden with the words of temptation: "Ye shall be as 

gods." 
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The Western world can answer this challenge, he wrote, "but 

only provided that its faith in God and the freedom he enjoins is 

as great as Communism's faith in man.") 

I believe we shall rise to this challenge; I believe that 

Communism is another sad, bizarre chapter in human history whose 

last pages even now are being written. I believe this because 

the source of our strength in the quest for human freedom is not 

material but spiritual, and, because it knows no limitation, it 

must terrify and ultimately triumph over those who would enslave 

their fellow man. For, in the words of Isaiah: 

"He giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no 

might, He increased their strength .•. but they that wait upon 

the Lord shall renew their strength. they shall mount up 

with wings as eagles. They shall run and not be weary ... " 

Thank you and God bless you. 



(Dolan/AB) 
March 4, 1983 
6:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 1983 

Nancy and I are delighted to be here today. Those of you in 

the National Association of Evangelicals are known for your 

spiritual and humanitarian work -- and I would be especially 

remiss if I did not discharge right now one personal debt of 

gratitude. 

Thank you for your prayers. Nancy and I have felt their 

presence many times in many ways. Believe me, for us they have 

made all the difference. The other day in the East Room someone 

asked me whether I was aware of all the people out there praying 

for the President. I was touched, of course, but I'll tell you 

what I told him: Thank you, but please keep it up. And when 

you're at it, if you get a busy signal sometimes, keep trying. 

It just means I'm in there ahead of you. 

From the joy and good feeling of this conference we leave 

for the hurly burly of a political reception for the Florida GOP. 

You can see it's a day of contrasts; [it reminds me of a story I 

may just tell the folks over at that reception. It seems this 

evangelical minister and politician both died and went to Heaven. 

St. Peter took them in hand to show them their new quarters. He 

took the minister to a small room with just a bed and table. so 

naturally when the politician saw the modest quarters of this 

holy man he was pretty worried about what was in store for him. 

Much to his surprise, St. Peter took him to a great mansion, 

with beautiful grounds and many servants and told him all this 

would be his. So naturally, the politician said: "But how can 
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you give me this mansion and only a small place to that good 

minister?" 

St. Peter replied, "Oh, don't worry, he's an evangelical, 

we've got plenty of them up here. But you're the first 

politician we've ever had." 

I like that story.] Those of us in the political world need 

to be reminded that our fast-paced existence can sometimes be an 

obstacle to quiet reflection and deep commitment, that we can 

easily forget the ideas and principles that brought us into the 

public arena in the first place. The basis of those ideals and 

principles is a commitment to freedom and personal liberty, a 

commitment that itself is grounded in the much deeper 

realization: that freedom prospers only where the blessings of 

God are avidly sought and humbly acknowledged. 

The American experiment in democracy rests on this insight; 

its discovery was the great triumph of our Founding Fathers. 

"Men who will not be ruled by God will be ruled by tyrants," 

William Penn said. [Explaining the inalienable rights of men, 

Jefferson remarked, "The God who gave us life, gave us liberty at 

the same time." And it was George Washington who said that "of 

all the disposition and habits which lead to political 

prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports." 

And finally, that shrewdest of all observers of American 

democracy, Alexis de Tocqueville, put it eloquently: 

"I sought for the greatness and genius of America 
in fertile fields and boundless forests, it was not 
there. I sought for it in her free schools and her 
institutions of learning; it was not there. I sought 
for it in her matchless Constitution and democratic 
congress; it was not there. Not until I went to the 
churches of America and found them aflame with 
righteousness did I understand the greatness and genius 
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of America. America is great because America is good. 
When America ceases to be good, America will cease to 
be great.") 

That is why I am so pleased to be here today with the people 

who are in the business of keeping America great by keeping her 

good. Only through your work and prayers and those of millions 

of others can we hope to survive this perilous century and keep 

alive this experiment in liberty, this last best hope of man 

called America. 

I want you to know this Administration is motivated by a 

political philosophy that sees the greatness of America in you, 

her people, and in your families, churches, neighborhoods, 

communities -- the institutions that foster and nourish values 

like concern for others and respect for the rule of law under 

God. 

Now I don't have to tell you that our pursuit of this 

philosophy puts us in opposition to the prevailing attitude of 

many of those in government, educational foundations and 

institutions, and significant sectors of the media. The views of 

such groups, however well intentioned, are deeply secularist and 

decidedly liberal; their value system is radically different from 

that of most Americans. Because they view everyday Americans as 

wanton and unwise, they have taken upon themselves the job of 

regulating, overseeing and superintending the people from 

Washington. 

Now recent polls have shown a dichotomy between their values 

and those of the American people. For example, recent surveys of 

elites in the media and entertainment industry showed they voted 

in far greater numbers than their fellow Americans for liberal 
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candidates, that most see nothing wrong with adultery and 

homosexuality, that they approve of abortion by overwhelming 

margins and that less than 10 percent give religion any important 

place in their lives. 

I think one recent controversy in Washington, the one over 

the parental modification or so-called "squeal rule," is an 

illustration of this clash between the values of these elitists 

and the rest of America. And don't get me wrong, I'm not 

attacking or attempting to silence anybody. I just think the 

difference between the elitist view of the world and ours ought 

to be fully aired. 

Now, as most of you know, the controversy came to a head 

when a judge struck down rules issued by our Administration 

requiring family planning clinics that receive Federal tax 

dollars to notify parents that they have provided prescription 

birth control pills or devices to minor teenage girls (under age 

18). Believe me, I wonder, as many of you do, what Government is 

doing in the birth control business at all -- but the Congress 

passed the legislation several years ago and we have no choice 

but to carry it out. Now this rule, which is nothing more than 

an affirmation of the traditional rights of parents, was met with 

attacks from the left portraying those of us in the 

Administration as a bunch of pinch-cheeked old prudes out to keep 

the kids from having a little fun. 

It reminded me of a similar storm some years ago in 

California when I insisted that parents had a right to know if 

their 15-year-old daughter was going to have an abortion 

especially since the State was paying for the abortion with 



Page 5 

welfare funds. This caused quite a stir but who, I asked, are we 

in government to act in locus parentis? For heaven's sake, that 

girl couldn't have her tonsils out without parental consent, let 

alone an abortion. It was during the controversy I began to 

realize that the real agenda of many who subscribe to this 

liberal, secularist philosophy is to actually impose their 

values -- to use the power of Government, the media and the 
5 

schools -- to superqede the family, church and other inculcators 

of traditional values. 

I believe the same mind set is at work in the parental 

notification rule controversy. Hoping to silence us with names 

like old-fashioned and puritanical, our critics seek to use the 

power of government to insure the preeminence of their own views, 

views that are clearly out of step with what most Americans 

believe and want. 

So there you have it: the same liberal secularists who did 

a marvelous job of giving us inflation, recession, unemployment, 

unmanageable bureaucracy, a trillion dollar debt and a host of 

foreign policy debacles now want us to let them preempt parental 

rights and run the sex lives of our underage teenagers. 

Well, I say we fight our battle in the courts, I say the 

rule stays. And I say the rights of parents and the rights of 

family take precedence over those of Washington-based bureaucrats 

and social engineers. 

e parental notification r J:' is really only one 

example of many attempts to water down traditional values and 

even abrogate the original terms of American democracy. As I 

mentioned before, nothing could be more deeply engrained into the 
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American political consensus than the realization that freedom 

prospers when religion is vibrant and the rule of law under God 

acknowledged. When our Founding Fathers passed the first 

amendment they sought to protect churches from Government 

interference. They never meant to construct a wall of hostility 

between Government and the concept of religious belief itself. 

The evidence of this permeates our history and our 

government: The Declaration of Independence mentions the Supreme 

Being no less than four times; "In God We Trust" is engraved on 

our coinage; the Supreme Court opens its proceedings with a 

"religious" invocation; and the Members of Congress open their 

sessions with a prayer. I just happen to believe the school 

children of the United States are entitled to the same privileges 

as Supreme Court Justices and Congressmen. Last year, I sent the 
"-

Congress a constitutional amendment to restore prayer to ~e i 
public schools. This week I am resubmitting that amendment and 

calling on the Congress to act speedily to pass it. Let our 

children pray. 

{!ut in the controversy over the prayer amendment, we see 

once again that will to power that has characterized so much of 

the liberal social philosophy that dominated American 

intellectual life in the fifties and sixties. Many advocates of 

liberal and so-called progressive education hoped that the 

schools would become laboratories where school children could be 

removed from traditional influences and taught instead the 

wonders of value-free science and moral relativism. 

Now we know that what happened to American education as it ,, 
increasingly fell under the influence of this social science K 
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• mentality. As influence of parents and teachers declined, so did 

excellence and discipline -- and America's school children 

learned less and less. 

As you all know, there has been a rebellion among parents 

and teachers against these lax educational standards and once 

again basic learning is being increasingly stressed in our 

schools. 

Similarly, the attempt to prohibit the acknowledgement of 

God in the classroom has come under heavy fire. By overwhelming 

margins, the American people want prayer returned to the 

classroom and have been voting for candidates who support that 

amendment. 

Unfortunately, however, this hasn't discouraged the small 

group of elitists on the left who still want to impose their 

value system on the vast majority of Americans.] Perhaps some of -you read recently about the Lubbock school case where a judge 

actually ruled that it was unconstitutional for a school district 

to give equal treatment to religious and nonreligious student( ~ X 
groups, even when the group meetings were during the students' X: 
own time. You can see, can't you, how the first amendment has 

been stood on its head'f mow a constitutional provision designed 
) 

to promote religious expression has been used to stifle that 

expression? And you can see, can't you, the irony of those who 

call themselves "liberals" using their position of power to deny 

to millions the time-honored right of religious expression in 

public places? 

I think you should know that both Senators Denton and 

Hatfield have proposed legislation in the Congress on the whole 
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question of prohibiting discrimination against religious forms of 

student speech. I strongly support that legislation, and, with 

your help, I think it's possible we could also get the 

constitutional amendment through the Congress this year. 

' 
And let me add here that, like you, I have been deeply 

concerned about recent controversies in several States between 

religious schools and State educational authorities. No one 

questions the right of the individual States to have a voice in 

establishing certain minimum standards for the education of our 

children. But, on the other hand, religious schools are entitled 

to make basic decisions about their curriculum and not be forced 

to march in lockstep to the directives of State bureaucrats. 

Now in discussing these instances of the arbitrary 

imposition of liberal views, we would be remiss not to mention a 

Supreme Court decision more than a decade ago that, quite 

literally, wiped off the books the statutes of 50 States 
~ H 

protecting the rights of unborn children. Abortion on demand is 

a great moral evil that takes the lives of 1½ million unborn 

children a year. Human life legislation ending this tragedy will 

someday pass the Congress -- and you and I must never rest until 

it does. 

You may remember that when abortion on demand began many 

religious leaders warned that the practice would lead to a 

decline in respect for human life, that the philosophical 

premises used to justify abortion on demand would ultimately be 

used to justify other attacks on the sacredness of human life, 

even infanticide or mercy killing. When these warnings were 

first spoken, many of those in the intelligensia and the glitter 
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set scoffed at them. But, tragically enough, they proved all too 

true: only last year a court in Indiana issued an order 

permitting the death by starvation of a handicapped infant. 

When that baby's death came to light, I directed the Health 

and Human Services Department to make clear to every health care 

facility in the United States that the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

protects all handicapped persons against discrimination based on 

handicaps, including infants ~nd we have taken the further step ·~ of requiring that each and every recipient of Federal funds who 
po*'-'-~ 

provides health care services must posted in 
~Y\o/ !\ 

place _Y a noticei tha-l: "discrimin failure 7 ,, ~ 'o..; 

a conspicuous 
Q,fl~ 

to feed Q-£ care for 

handicapped infants in this facility is prohibited by Federal 

law." 

In addition, recent legislation introduced in the Congress 

by Representative Henry Hyde not only increases restrictions on 

publicly-financed abortions, it also addresses this whole problem 

of infanticide. I urge the Congress to begin hearings soon on 

this legislation, to address the problems of infanticide, to 

adopt legislation that will protect the right of all children, 

including the disabled or handicapped, to the right to life. 

Now in surveying the effect of several decades of liberal, 

secularist philosophy -- the wreckage, for example, left by the 

decisions like those on abortion and school prayer -- it is easy 

to grow discouraged. But we must never forget that we now stand 

at a turning point, a time when the old liberalism -- decadent 

and dying is being replaced by a new political consensus, a 

consensus that wants Government to perform its legitimate duties) 

X 

)( 
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such as maintaining domestic peace and our national securityJbut 

otherwise to leave the people alone. 

Along with this return to limited Government, there is a 

great spiritual awakening in America and a renewal of the 

traditional values that have been the bedrock of America's 

goodness and greatness. 

[One recent survey of thousands of Americans by a Washington 

based research council concluded that Americans were far more 

religious than the people of other nations; 95 percent of those 

surveyed expressed a belief in God and a huge majority believed 

the Ten Commandments had real meaning for their lives. 

Another study of 2,000 Americans by Connecticut Mutual Life 

Insurance found that -- in contrast to the views of the elitists 

I mentioned earlier the following practices were found wrong 

by large majorities of average Americans: adultery, 85 percent; 

hard drugs, 84 percent; homosexuality, 71 percent; sex before 16, 

71 percent; abortion, 65 percent; and pornography, 68 percent. 

And this same study showed a deep reverence for the importance of 

family ties and religious belief.] 

So I think the items we have discussed today are the 

political agenda of the future. Remember,for the first time the 

Congress is openly and seriously debating and dealing with the 

prayer and abortion issues that's enormous progress right 

there. I repeat: America is in the midst of a spiritual 

awakening and a moral renewal. With your biblical keynote, I say 

today let "justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a 

never failing stream." 
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Now,obviously, much of this new political and social 

consensus I have talked about is based on a positive view of 

American history, one that takes pride in our country's 

accomplishments and record. But we must never forget an 

important distinction between our moral philosophy and that of 

the liberal secularists. Unlike them, we know that no Government 

schemes are going to perfect man; we know that living in this 

world means dealing with what philosophers would call the 

phenomenology of evil or, as the theologians would put it, the 

doctrine of sin. 

There is sin, there is evil in this world ) and we are 

enjoined by scripture and the Lord Jesus to oppose it with all 

our might. And that is why in talking about America we must 

never forget that, like any other human entity, our Nation, too, 

has a legacy of evil with which it must deal. 

Now, the glory of this land has been its capacity for 

transcending the moral evils of our past. For example, the long 

struggle of minority citizens for equal rights, once a source of 

disunity and civil war, is now a point of pride for all 

Americans. We must never go back. There is no room for racism, 

anti-semitism or other forms of ethnic and racial hatred in this 

country. I know you have been horrified,as have ~by the 

resurgence of some hate groups preaching bigotry and prejudice. 

Today I urge you: Use the mighty voice of your pulpits and the 

powerful standing of your churches to denounce and isolate these 

hate groups in our midst. 

[And I want to mention today another dark legacy of our 

past -- one that we are also now attempting to address in 
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Washington. For many years in America we tolerated the existence 

of powerful syndicates of organized crime. As the years went by, 

these national syndicates increased in power, influenceJ and 

sophistication. Recently, in the enormous growth of the illegal 

drug trade, we have seen the tragic results of this 

permissiveness and the climate of professional lawlessness it 

fostered. ~~nly a short time agoJ spreading murder 

and mayhem throughout South Florida. Today, through the South 

Florida Task Force headed by Vice President Bush, we have a 

handle on it. We've cracked down on this drug trade in Florida, 

and now we're bringing on 200 new prosecutors and 1,260 new 

investigators to extend that task force model to 12 other regions 

throughout the United States. 

Yes, we are going after the drug cartels. But we're not 

going to stop there. Through a new presidential commission and 

several other initiatives, we intend to expose and prosecute the 

infrastructure of organized crime itself. We mean to cripple 

the i r enterprises, dry up their profits) and put their leaders 

behind bars where they belong.] 

But whatever sad episodes exist in our past, any objective 

observer must hold a positive view of American history, a history 

that has been the story of hopes ful f illed and dreams made into 

reality . Especially in this century, America has kept alight the 

torch of freedom -- not just for ourselves but for millions of 

others around the world. And this brings me to my final point 

today, and, by the way, it's another illustration of the gulf 

between the views of the professional elitists and those of 

everyday Americans. 
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During my first press conference as President, I pointed out 

that as good Marxists-Leninists the Soviet leaders have "openly 

and publicly declared that the only morality they recognize is 

what will further their cause, meaning they reserve unto 

themselves the right to commit any crime, to lie, to 

cheat ••. and that is moral, not immoral." I said that we 

would do well to keep this in mind during our negotiations with 

the Soviets. 

Well, once again this caused a stir. I saw several accounts 

that truncated my remarks and suggested they were nothing more 

than name - calling. 
~ 

Other accounts suggested that it was a breach 

of diplomacy to be that candid about the Soviets. 

Now -- putting aside for the moment the fact that the 

pundits and opinion makers are rarely upset when the Soviets say 

much worse about us everyday in their press I think I should 

point out I was only quoting Lenin, a saint, a guiding spirit to 

the Soviet leadership, who wrote in 1920: "We repudiate all 

morality that proceeds from supernatural ideas or ideas that are 

outside class conceptions. [Morality is entirely subordinate to 

the interests of class war. Everything is moral that is 

necessary for the annihilation of the old exploiting social order 

and for uniting the proleteriat."] 

I think the refusal of many influential people to accept 

this elementary insight into Soviet behavior illustrates a 

historical reluctance to see totalitarian powers for what they 

are. We saw this phenomenon in the 1930's; we see it too often 

toda1J as in many aspects of the nuclear freeze movement. 
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But surely, just as we look back in wonder at the 

self-deception of the 1930's, future historians, looking back at 

our time, will be shocked by the naivete and moral blindness of 

the unilateral disarmers. [Surely, they will note the real 

proportions of the threat to peace, that it was the West that 

refused to use its nuclear monopoly in the forties and fifties 

for territorial gain and which now proposes SO-percent cuts in 

strategic ballistic missiles and the elimination of an entire 
1~[1-ba,~1 

class of intermediate- range nuclear missiles -- and that it was 
. A . 

not the West that intervened by military proxy in Angola, in 

Ethiopia, in South Yemen or Central America; 

West that invaded Afghanistan, ~ suppressed 

that it was not the 

Polish Solidarity ✓ 
w- ) · 

used forced labor , or wa_g,e ~ .c1:e~-~-· c_a_ l _ a_n_d __ toxi~ warfare in X' 
Afghanistan and Southeast Asia.] 

Surely, those historians will find in the councils of the 

Marxist-Leninists -- who preached the supremacy of the state, who 

declared its omnipotence over individual man, who predicted its 

eventual domination of all peoples of the Earth -- surely 

historians will see there • the focus of evil in the modern 

* world. It was C/ S· Lewis who in his unforgettable Screwtape 

Letters wrote: 

"The greatest evil is not now done in those sordid 
'dens of crime' that Dickens loved to paint. It is not 
done even i n concentration camps and labor camps in 
those we see its final result. But it i s c onceive d a nd 
ordered (moved, seconded, carried and minuted) in 
clear, carpeted, warmed and well-lighted offices by 
quiet men with white collars and cut fingernails and 
smooth-shaven cheeks who do not need to raise their 
voices." 

Because these "quiet men" do not "raise their voices," because 

they sometimes speak in soothing tones of brotherhood and peace, 
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because, like other dictators before them, they are always making 

"their final territorial demand," some would have us accept them 

at their word and accommodate ourselves to their aggressive 

impulses. But, if history teaches anything, it teaches: 

simple-minded appeasement or self-delusion about our adversaries 

is folly -- it means the betrayal of our past, the squandering of 

our freedom. 

So I urge you to speak out against those who would place the 

United States in a position of military inferiority to the Soviet 

Union. You know, I have always believed that old Screwtape 

reserves his best efforts for those of you in the Church. So in 

your discussions of the nuclear freeze proposals, I urge you to 

beware the temptation of pride -- the temptation to blithely 

declare yourselves above it all and label both sides equally at 

fault, to ignore the facts of history and the aggressive impulses 

of an evil empire, to simply call the arms race a giant 

misunderstanding and thereby remove yourself from the struggle 

between right and wrong, good and evil. 

I ask you to resist the attempts of those who would have you 

bargain away, for the sake of a few glowing minutes on the 

nightly news and a little cooing from the glitter set, your vital 

support for this Administration's efforts to keep America strong 

and free1 and to negotiate real and verifiable reductions in the 

world's nuclear arsenals. 

While America's military stren~th is important, let me add 

here that I have always maintained that the struggle now going on 

for the world will never be decided by bombs or rockets, by 

armies or military might. For the real crisis we face today is a 

I 
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spiritual one ~ at root it is a test of moral will and religiett~ 
) -faith. 

[Whittaker Chambers, the man whose own religious conversion 

made him a "witness" to one of the terrible traumas of our age, 

the Hiss Chambers case, wrote that the crisis of the Western 

world exists to the degree in which the West is indifferent to 

God, the degree to which it collaborates in Communism's attempt 

to make man stand alone without God. For Marxism-Leninism is 

actually the second oldest faith, he said, first proclaimed in 

the Garden of Eden with the words of temptation: "Ye shall be as 

gods." 

The Western world can answer this challenge, he wrote, "but 

only provided that its faith in God and the freedom he enjoins is 

as great as Communism's faith in man."] 

I believe we shall rise to this challenge; I believe that 

Communism is another sad, bizarre chapter in human history whose 

last pages even now are being written. I believe this because 

the source of our strength in the quest for human freedom,/:s not X 
material but spiritua7 a~d/ because it knows no limitation, it '( 

must terrify and ultimately triumph over those who would enslave 

their fellow man. For, in the words of Isaiah: 

"He giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no 

might, He i ncreased their strength ... but they that wait upon 

the Lord shall renew their strength. they shall mount up 

with wings as eagles. They shall run and not be weary ••. " 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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Nancy a nd I are delighted to be here today. Those of you in 

the National Association of Evangelicals are known for your 

spiritual and humanitarian work -- and I would be especially 

remiss if I did not discharge right now one personal debt of 

gratitude. 

Thank you for your prayers. Nancy and I have felt their 

presence many times in many ways. Believe me, for us they have 

made all the difference. The other day in the East Room someone 

asked me whether I was aware of all the people out there praying 

for the President. I was touched, of course, but I'll tell you 

what I told him: Thank you, but please keep it up. And when 

you're at it, if you get a busy signal sometimes, keep trying. 

It just means I'm in there ahead of you. 

From the joy and good feeling of this conference we leave 

for the hurly burly of a political reception for the Florida GOP. 

You can see it's a day of contrasts; it reminds me of a story I 

may just tell the f olks over at that reception. It seems this 

evangelical minister and politician both died and went to Heaven. 

St. Peter took them in hand to show them their new quarters. He 

took the minister to a small room with just a bed and table. so 

naturally when the politician saw the modest quarters of this 

holy man he was pretty worried about what was in store for him. 

Much to his surprise, St. Peter took him to a great mansion, 

with beautiful grounds and many servants and told him all this 

would be his. So naturally, the politician said: "But how can 
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you give me this mansic ~ a nd only a small place to that good 

minister?" 

St. Peter replied, "Oh , don 't worry , he's an evangelical, 

we've got plenty of the rn up here. But you're the first 

politician we've ever had ." 

I like that story. It reminds those of us in the political 

world that our fast-pac e d existence can sometimes be an obstacle 

to quiet reflection and deep commitment, that we can easily 

forget the ideas and pr inciples that brought us into the public 

arena in the first place . The basis of those ideals and 

principles is a commitment to freedom and personal liberty, a 

commitment that itself is grounde·d in the much deeper 

realization: that freedom prospers only where the blessings of 

God are avidly sought and humbly acknowledged. 

The American experiment in democracy rests on this insight, 

its discovery was the great triumph of our Founding Fathers. 

"Men who will not be ruled by God will be ruled by tyrants," 

William Penn said. Explaining the inalienable rights of men, 

Jefferson remarked, "The God who gave us life, gave us liberty at 

the same time." And it was George Washington who said that "of 

all the disposition and habits which lead to political 

prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports." 

And finally, that shrewdest of all observers of American 

democracy, Alexis de Tocqueville, put it eloquently: 

"I sought for the greatness and genius of America 
in fertile fields and boundless forests, it was not 
there. I sought for it in her free schools and her 
institutions of learning; it was not there. I sought 
for it in her matchless Constitution and democratic 
congress; it was not there. Not until I went to the 
churches of America and found them aflame with 
righteousness did I understand the greatness and genius 
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of America. America is great because America is good. 
When America ceases to be good, Americ2. will cease to 
be great." 

That is why I am so pleased to be here today with the people 

who are in the business of keeping America great by keeping her 

good. Only through your work and prayers and those of millions 

of others can we hope to survive this perilous century and keep 

alive this experiment in liberty, this last best hope of man 

called America. 

I want you to know this Administration is motivated by a 

political philosophy that sees the greatness of America in you, 

her people, and in your families, churches, neighborhoods, 

communities -- the institutions that foster and nourish values 

like concern for others and respect for the rule of law under 

God. 

Now I don't have to tell you that our pursuit of this 

philosophy puts us in opposition to the prevailing attitude of 

many of those in government, educational foundations and 

institutions, and significant sectors of the media. The views of 

such groups, however well intentioned, are deeply secularist and 

decidedly liberal; their value system is radically different from 

that of most Americans. Because they view everyday Americans as 

wanton and unwise, they have taken upon themselves the job of 

r e gulating, overseeing and superintending the people from 

Washington. 

Now recent polls have shown a dichotomy between their values 

and those of the American people. For example, recent surveys of 

elites in the media and entertainment industry showed they voted 

in far greater numbers than their fellow Americans for liberal 
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c a ndidates, that most see nothing wrong with adultery and 

homosexuality, that t hey approve of abortion by overwhelming 

margins and that less than 10 percent give religion any important 

place in their lives. 

I thin.]<;. , Onf . receiit controversy in Washington, the one over 
plrMW nof.-i '1CA,T" , on e,,. 

the~so-called "squeal rule," is an illustration of this clash 
i:,4s 

between the values of these elit~ and the rest of America. And 

don't get me wrong, I'm not attacking or attempting to silence 

anybody. I just think the difference between the elitist view of 

the world and ours ought to be fully aired. 

Now, as most of you know, the controversy a judge 

struck down rules issued by our Administration requiring family 
.t.hJ f-L~"~ fd.&t,J ~ doll CU$ 'jJrdcn· ph ar 

planning clinics~ to ~otify parents that they have ·~rovide~birth 
f'~'to'f' th\ hot,, ( ll~ I',) 

controlAdevices to m1de1ITTje teenagej girls~ Believe me, I 
c:l~ .,,.~ of -1~11"-" 

wonder, ~ , what Government is doing in the birth control 

business at all -- but the Congress passed the legislation 

several years ago and we have no choice but to carry it out. Now 

this rule, which is nothing more than an affirmation of the 

traditional rights of parents, was met with attacks from the left 

portraying those of us in the Administration as a bunch of 

pinch-cheeked old prudes out to keep the kids from having a 

little fun. 

It reminded me of a similar storm some years ago in 

California when I insisted that parents had a right to know if 

their 15-year-old daughter was going to have an abortion 

especially since the State was paying for the abortion with 

welfare funds. This caused quite a stir but who, I asked, are we 

in government to act in locus parentis? For heaven's sake, that 
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girl couldn't have her tonsils out without parental consent , let 

alone an abor t ion. It was dur ing the controve rsy I began to 

realiz e t hat the real agenda of many who subscribe to this 

liberal , secularis t ph ilosophy i s to actually impose their 

values -- to use the power of Government, the media and the 

.s 
schools -- to super~ede the family, church and other inculcators 

of traditional values. 

I believe the same 

controversy. Hoping to 

p,<~f!,.-~on 
mind set is at work in the~ rule 

~ 
silence the opposition with names like 

old-fashioned and puritanical, our critics seek to use the power 

of government to insure the preeminence of their own views, views 

that are clearly out of step with what most Americans believe and 

want. 

So there you have it: the same liberal secularists who did 

a marvelous job of giving us inflation, recession, unemployment, 

unmanageable bureaucracy, a trillion dollar debt and a host of 

foreign policy debacles now want us to let them preempt parental 

rights and run the sex lives of our underage teenagers. 

Well, I say we fight our battle in the courts, I say the 

rule stays. And I say the rights of parents and the rights of 

famil y take precedence over those of Washington-based bureaucrats 

and social engineerq i,_- _ 1 • 
pu-e.n.f4J n°"1 pCAl""C)('\ 

But .:t he squea l r u l e is really only one example of many 

attempts to water down traditional values and even abrogate the 

original terms of American democracy. As I mentioned before, 

nothing could be more deeply engrained into the American 

political consensus than the realization that freedom prospers 

when religion is vibrant and the rule of law under God 
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a cknowledged. When our Founding Fathers passed the first 

amendment they sought to protect churches from Government 

interference. They never meant to construct a wall of hostility 

between Government and the concept of religious belief itself. 

The evidence of this permeates our history and our 

government: The Declaration of Independence mentions the Supreme 

Being no less than four times; "In God We Trust" is engraved on 

our coinage; the Supreme Court opens its proceedings with a 

"religious" invocation; and the Members of Congress open their 

sessions with a prayer. I just happen to believe the school 

children of the United States are entitled to the same privileges 

as Supreme Court Justices and Congressmen -- it's time foI " 
Gengress to act on the prayer amendroe.tH::-.- Let our children pray. It 

But in the controversy over the prayer amendment, we see 

once again that will to power that has characterized so much of 

the liberal social philosophy that dominated American 

intellectual life in the fifties and sixties. Many advocates of 

liberal and so-called progressive education hoped that the 

schools would become social science laboratories where school 

children could be removed from traditional influences and taught 

instead the wonders of value-free science and moral relativism. 

Now we know that what happened to American education as it ,, 
increasingly fell under the influence of this social science 

✓ .. }~~ 
mentality. y 1e influence of parents and teachers declined, so 

did excellence and discipline -- and America's school children 

learned less and less. 

Lct-s 4 y€{),r .L S<-n-f- Co';ilY-d)~ lL Cohsh.J-uf-ioruJ t:t~enJ fV\oU)f -1-r> 
c.t,6+o,<.. v-...y.u- -fv +u pvh ,,·c. su,cx>l-s. ,hi~ week r ~ r~l,Milb\t 

~--l-.aMenlm~ctnol c.a.11:"o i)f'\ C.of'\ 1,rt,$-8 +oac-4- 5()€edi /yto 
t'~~ ..... 
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As you all know , there has been a rebel lion among pa rents 

and teachers against these lax educational standards and once 
i nC¥~"'/,l'f_ 

again basic learning is beingAstressea in our schools. 

Similarly, the attempt to prohibit the acknowledgement of 

God in the classroom has come under heavy fire. By overwhelming 

margins, the American people want prayer returned to the 

classroom and have been voting for candidates who support that 

amendment. 

Unfortunately, however, this hasn I t discouraged the small t"-IIPO, 

(1,'t,;st,s elite on the left who still want to impose their value system on 

the vast majority of Americans. Perhaps some of you read 

recently about the Lubbock schooi case where a judge actually 
f>chocld-,~~c.+- +o1i...-e. ~....J 

ruled that it. was unct(nstitutional for a grottp of students ta-

~~! ~:&•t: ~t~en:v~~ic~~~ ~r~t]~~ 1r~~f~~ ::Pe 
m.et4i fl~ ,o.,--e d,t1..-. .,, ...WU. ~w.un+s' '-> n 41 me . 
You can see, can't you, how the first amendment has been stood on 

its head? How a constitutional provision designed to promote 

religious expression has been used to stifle that expression? 

And you can see, can't you, the irony of those who call 

themselves "liberals" using their position of power to deny to 

millions the time-honored right of religious expression in public 

places?, ,I ,.. __ -o~l~oaM__ (fh;~,·s l{J4ieA-I s~-1-o d,~s~ v~~·a.1 ©- "sL-Y-r fTIM"I. •-v,-. --~ •~•~'• "~> rT 
And let me add here that, like you, I have been deeply 

concerned about recent controversies in several States between 

religious schools and State educational authorities. No one 

questions the right of the individual States to have a voice in 

establishing certain minimum standards for the education of our 

children. But, on the other hand, religious schools are entitled 
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to make b a sic decisions about their curriculum and not be forced 

to mar ch in lockstep to the directives of State bureaucrats . 

I think you should know that both Senators De nton a nd 

Hatfield have proposed legislation in the Congres s on the who l e 

question of prohibiting discrimination against religious forms of 

student speech. I strongly support 

your help, I think it's pos s ible we 

through the Congress this year. 

that legislation, and, with 
,dso "-fu_ '«6fi~ o.-VU 

couldAgetAt~ amendment 

Now in discussing these instances of the arbitrary 

imposition of liberal views, we would be remiss not to mention a 

Supreme Court decision more than a decade ago that, quite 

titerally, wiped off the books the statutes of 50 States . ,,, 
protecting the rights of unborn children. ' Abortion on demand is 

I '/ ;i. ""'; U ; .,_ v "'b °"Y' (.,h .. ,cA., .-, 
a great moral evil that takes the lives of ~ Aa year. 

Human life legislation ending this tragedy will someday pass the 

Congress -- and you and I must never rest until it does. 

You may remember that when abortion on demand began many 

religious leaders warned that the practice would lead to a 

decline in respect for human life, that the philosophical 

premises used to justify abortion on demand would ultimately be 

u s ed to justify other attacks on the s acredness o f human life, 

even infanticide or mercy killings. When these warnings were 

first s poken , many of those in the intelligensia and the glitter 

set scoffed at them. But, tragically enough, they proved all too 

true: only last year a court in Indiana issued an order 

permitting the death by starvation of a handicapped infant . 

.Re-cen:ts JegisJa tion i Rtroduced in the e ongress by 

Represe nt ati v e Henry Hyde not gnly increases restrictions on 
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publicly-financed abortions , it also addresses this whole problem 

cf infanticide. I urge the Congress to begin hear i ngs soon on 

this legislation, to address the problems of infanticide, to 

adopt legislat ion that will protect the right of al l children, 

including the disabled or handicapped, to the right to life. 

Now in surveying the effect of several decades of liberal, 

secularist philosophy -- the wrefrkage, for example, left by the 

decisions like those on abortion and school prayer -- it is easy 

to grow discouraged. But we must never forget that we now stand 

at a turning point, a time when the old liberalism -- decadent 

and dying is being replaced by a new political consensus, a 

consensus that wants Government to perform its legitimate duties 

such as maintaining domestic peace and our national security but 

otherwise to leave the people alone. 

Along with this return to limited Government, there is a 

great spiritual awakening in America and a renewal of the 

traditional values that have been the bedrockJ of America's 

goodness and greatness. 

One recent survey of thousands of Americans by a Washington 

based research council concluded that Americans were far more 

religious than the people of other nations; 95 percent of those 

surveyed expressed a belief in God and a huge majority believed 

the Ten Commandments had real meaning for their lives. 

Another study of 2,000 Americans by Connecticut Mutual Life 
;~ 

Insurance found that -- in contrast to the views of the elitfp I 

mentioned earlier -- the following practices were found wrong by 

large majorities of average Americans: adultery, 85 percent; 

hard drugs, 84 percent; homosexuality, 71 percent; sex before 16, 
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71 percent; abortion, 65 percent; and pornography , 68 percent. 

And this same study showed a deep reverence for the importance of 

family ties and religious belief. 

So I think the items we have discussed today are the 

political agenda of the future. Remember for the first time the 

Congress is openly and seriously debating and dealing with the 

prayer and abortion issues that's enormous progress right 

there. I repeat: America is in the midst of a spiritual 

awakening and a moral renewal. With your biblical keynote, I say 

today let "justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a 

never failing stream." 

Now obviously, much of this new political and social 

consensus I have talked about is based on a positive view of 

American history, one that takes pride in our country's 

accomplishments and record. But we must never forget an 

important distinction between our moral philosophy and that of 

the liberal secularists. Unlike them, we know that no Government 

schemes are going to perfect man; we know that living in this 

world means dealing with what philosophers would call the 

phenomenology of evil or, as the theologians would put it, the 

doctrine of sin. 

There is sin, there is evil in this world and we are 

enjoined by scripture and the Lord Jesus to oppose it with all 

our might. And that is why in talking about America we must 

never forget that, like any other human entity, our Nation, too, 

has a legacy of evil with which it must deal. 

Now, the glory of this land has been its capacity for 

transcending the moral evils of our past. For example, the long 
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struggle of minority citizens for equal rights, once a source of 

disunity and civil war, is now a point of pride for all 

Americans. We must never go back. There is no room for racism, 

anti-semitism or other forms of ethnic and racial hatred in this 

country. I know you have been horrified as have I by the 

resurgence of some hate groups preaching bigotry and prejudice. 

Today I urge you: Use the mighty voice of your pulpits and the 

powerful standing of your churches to denounce and isolate these 

hate groups in our midst. 

[And I want to mention today another dark legacy of our 

past -- one that we are also now attempting to address in 

Washington. For many years in America we tolerated the existence 

of powerful syndicates of organized crime. As the years went by, 

these national syndicates increased in power, influence and 

sophistication. Recently, in the enormous growth of the illegal 

drug trade, we have seen the tragic results of this 

permissiveness and the climate of professional lawlessness it 

fostered. This trade was only a short time ago spreading murder 

and mayhem throughout South Florida. Today, through the South 

Florida Task Force headed by Vice President Bush, we have a 

handle on it. We've cracked down on this drug trade in Florida, 
,, .2~0 

and now we're bringing on 200 new prosecutors and i,006 new "'(. 

investigators to extend that task force model to 12 other regions 

throughout the United States. 

Yes, we are going after the drug cartels. But we're not 

going to stop there. Through a new presidential commission and 

several other initiatives, we intend to expose and prosecute the 

infrastructure of organized crime itself. We mean to cripple 
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their enterprises, dry up their profits and put their leaders 

behind bars where they belong.] 

But whatever sad episodes exist in our past, any objective 

observer must hold a positive view of American history, a history 

that has been the story of hopes fulfilled and dreams made into 

reality. Especially in this century, America has kept alight the 

torch of freedom -- not just for ourselves but for millions of 

others around the world. And this brings me to my final point 

today, and, by the way, it's another illustration of the gulf 
~ ~ 

between the views of oµ professional elit~ and those of 

everyday Americans. 

During my first press conference as President, I pointed out 

that as good Marxists-Leninists the Soviet leaders have "openly 

and publicly declared that the only morality they recognize is 

what will further their cause, meaning they reserve unto 

themselves the right to commit any crime, to lie, to 

cheat ... and that is moral, not immoral." I said that we 

would do well to keep this in mind during our negotiations with 

the Soviets. 

Well, once again this caused a stir. I saw several accounts 

that truncated my remarks and suggested they were nothing more 

than name calling. Other accounts suggested that it was a breach 

of diplomacy to be that candid about the Soviets. 

Now -- putting aside for the moment the fact that the 

pundits and opinion makers are rarely upset when the Soviets say 

much worse about us everyday in their press I think I should 

point out I was only quoting Lenin, a saint, a guiding spirit to 

the Soviet leadership, who wrote in 1920: "We repudiate all 
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morality that proceeds from supernatural ideas or ideas that are 

outside class conceptions. Morality is entirely subordinate to 

the interests of class war. Everything is moral that is 

necessary for the annihilation of the old exploiting social order 

and for uniting the proleteriat." 

I think the refusal of many influential people to accept 
c::-

this elementary insight into Soviet behavior illustrates~ 

historical reluctance ef much of the eliterto see totalitarian 

powers for what thex are. We saw this phenomenon in the 1930's; 
~ oU,,, a.s ,,., many u,:,u,ls of'~ 

we see it~today ¼ the nuclear freeze movement. 

But surely, just as we look back in wonder at the 

self-deception of the 1930's, future historians, looking back at 

our time, will be shocked by the naivete and moral blindness of 

the unilateral disarmers. Surely, they will note the real 

proportions of the threat to peace, that it was the West that 

refused to use its nuclear monopoly in the forties and fifties , .. , , 
a,14;;.>hich r,oc..lp~ Sl,ptAtutf. c""6 in~+..~<- \,aJlisl-ic itti $6il,& C,111{ ,L,fu d,~1 111t,...Oh 

for territorial gain -A and that it was not the West that ola,_n,"'l.~VL~~ 
. . -- 0 • "-~~ 

'"' '''""'Y Cl,.. ..._~ "" intervened by-'\ proxy in Angola, in Ethiopia, in South Yem,tn or ,.,..;-s~,· 1-c,g 

Central America; that it was not the West that invaded 
- U6U1f It,.. c.t.d. 14¼ 1 o..-~ 

Afghanistan, or suppressed Polish Solidarity or ased chemical and 
-k,u" 7\ 

~ielogic~i warfare in Afghanistan and Southeast Asia. . '--
c:U.t. ,ni,i:,5',. - Lat,ini~ ~ 

Surely, those historians will find in the councils of ~hose 

who preached the supremacy of the state, who declared its 

omnipotence over individual man, who predicted its eventual 

domination of all peoples of the Earth~- surely historians will 

see there ... the focus of evil in the modern world. It was 

C.S. Lewis who in his unforgettable Screwtape Letters wrote: 

"The greatest evil is not now done in those sordid 
'dens of crime' that Dickens loved to paint. It is not 



Page 14 

done even i n c oncentration camps and labor camps -- i n 
those we see its fina l result. But i t is conceived and 
ordered (moved , seconded, c a rried and minuted) in 
clear, carpeted, warmed and we l l-lighted offices by 
quiet me n with white collars and cut fingernails and 
smoot h-shaven cheeks who do not need to raise their 
voices ." 

Because these "quiet men" do not "raise their voices," because 

they sometimes speak in soothing tones of brotherhood and peace, 

because, like other dictators before them, they are always making 

" t heir final territorial demand," some would have us accept them 

at their word and accommodate ourselves to their aggressive 

impulses. But, if history teaches anything, it teaches: 

simple-minded appeasement or self-delusion about our adversaries 
- . 

is folly -- it means the betrayal of our past, the sq~andering of 

our freedom. 

So I urge you to ppeak out against those who would place the 

United States in a position of military inferiority to the Soviet 

Union. You know, I have always believed that old Screwtape 

reserves his best efforts for those of you in the Church. So in 
~fa 

your discussions of the nuclear freeze .moment-, I urge you to 

beware the temptation of pride -- the temptation to blithely 

declare yourselves above it all and label both sides equally at 

f ault, to ignore the facts of history and the aggressive impulses 

of an evil empire, to simply call the arms race a giant 

mi s understanding and thereby remove yourself from the struggle 

between right and wrong, good and evil. 

I ask you to resist the attempts of those who would have you 

bargain away, for the sake of a few glowing minutes on the 

nightly news and a little cooing from the glitter set, your vital 
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s upport for t h is Administration 's efforts to ke e p Ame r i c a s trong 

-~ .L ""'~an:t.,;-- 111 r"-- 6 !U'd Y<'i,;a.ble ... ~ucf~ ir, \.ic_ ~d~ 
and free "-"" '?'11 , I -r. ~ 'CIU ~ c:a.,~~p. 

~ ' ~ ile Amer i ca's milita r y s trength i s important, l et me 

a dd here tha t I have always ma i ntained t hat the struggle now 

going on for the world wil l never be decided by bombs or rockets, 

by armies or mil itary might. For the real crisis we face today 

is a spiritual one, at root it is a test of moral will and 

J:_eJigi ouS- faith. 

Whittaker Chambers, the man whose own religious conversion 

made him a "witness" to one of the terrible traumas of our age, 

the Hiss Chambers case, wrote that the crisis of the Western 

world exists to the degree in which the West is indifferent to 

God, the degree to which it collaborates in Communism's attempt 

to make man stand alone without God. For Marxism-Leninism is 

actually the second oldest faith, he said, first proclaimed in 

the Garden of Eden with the words of temptation: "Ye shall be as 

gods." 

The Western world can answer this challenge, he wrote, "but 

only provided that its faith in God and the freedom he enjoins is 

as great as Communism's faith in man." 

I believe we shall rise to this challenge; I believe that 

Communism is another sad, bizarre chapter in human history whose 

l as t p a g es e ven now are being written. 
~uYc.L c,f 011, $4,,..~ in 
t.he ~treng Lh ~ r cattse, the quest for 

"'""'~-u bv.J. . 
th i s wor l d, and because -this str en~t.h is 

I believe this because 

human freedom, is not of 
~~;., 

spiritual andnknows no 

limitation, it must terrify and ultimately triumph over those who 

would enslave their fellow man. For, in the words of Isaiah: 
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"He giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no 

might, He increased their strength ... but they t hat wait upon 

the Lord shall renew their strength. they shall mount up 

with wings as eagles. They shall run and not be weary .. " 

Thank you and God bless you. 



Last year millions of .Americans were appalled at that baby's death. t 

br~~ttentioo tbe tra cases where rrutrition or medical 

~-iberatel-y--cleniea--ta_bandicapped--inffil1ts. 

When that baby's death came to light, I directed the Health and Human 

Services Department to make clear to every health care facility in the United 

States of .America that-"Sectiort-.504-of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

protects all handicapped p~sons aga:ipst discrinrlnation based on handicaps, 
- f{_!i.d'.. w ,._ k-1t.f./,e t--·._ he, ~ 

including infants. ~itten notice was sene te heepital:s ti1:itiufiw1c'le. 

~ tbi s uelt:rb.dsttab.on Has ~ further step t:e protect the lives ef 

he] pl ess 'Jiauifi7;am'5ea-ttrfantS'!""'tlle·"Heart~~~~~~ 
~ It . I . · · ,. 1iF I 

issued :wg•se~; requiring that each and every recipient of federal funds 

who provides health care services rrust post and keep posted in a conspicuous 

place • :ttr deliyery, pedi at+:~ c and wateroj ty x zards, a] aog Ld th Pl WiQri as , .,... 
;a, 

-cinch1eh.g intensive care nurseri~dP- a notice stating that "discrinrlnatory 

failure to feed and care for handicapped infants in this facility is prohibited 

by federal law." 

The. notice we have will put/the public and the medical profession 

on notice that anyone who has ~--n•~e e rt a handicapped infant is being 

discrinrlnatorily denied rrutrition or lli.cal care can and should imnediately 

contact a toll-free, 24-hour Health 

alternatively, 

violation. 

·ces Hotline, or 

to report the alleged 

Our action is intended to see to i tha the God-given lives of handicapped 

infants will be protected under the 1 

protect defenseless handicapped inf ts fran be· 

care, we rea£finn the right to lif of all Ameri 
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Nancy and I are delighted to be here today. Those of you in 

the National Association of Evangelicals are known for your 

spiritual and humanitarian work -- and I would be especially 

remiss if I did not discharge right now one personal debt of 

gratitude. 

Thank you for your prayers. Nancy and I have felt their 

presence many times in many ways. Believe me, for us they have 

made all the difference. The other day in the East Room someone 

asked me whether I was aware of all the people out there praying 

for the President. I was touched, of course, but I'll tell you 

what I told him: Thank you, but please keep it up. And when 

you're at it, if you get · a busy signal sometimes, keep trying. 

It just means I'm in there ahead of you. 

From the joy and good feeling of this conference we leave 

for the hurly burly of a political reception for the Florida GOP. 

You can see it's a day of contrasts; µ;. reminds me of a story I 

may just tell the folks over at that reception. It seems this 

evangelical minister and politician both died and went to Heaven. 

St. Peter took them in hand to show them their new quarters. He 

took the minister to a small room with just a bed and table. So 

naturally when the politician saw the modest quarters of this 

holy man he was pretty worried about what was in store for him. 

Much to his surprise, St. Peter took him to a great mansion, 

with beautiful grounds and many servants and told him all this 

would be his. So naturally, the politician said: "But how can 

I 
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you give me this mansion and only a small place to that good 

minister?" 

St. Peter replied, "Oh, don't worry, he's an evangelical, 

we've got plenty of them up here. But you're the first 

politician we've ever had." 

remi nds h ose of us in the political 

hat our fast-paced existence can sometimes be an obstacle 

to quiet reflection and deep commitment, that we can easily 

forget the ideas and principles that brought us into the public 

arena in the first place. The basis of those ideals and 

principles is a commitment to freedom and personal liberty, a 

commitment that itself is grounded in the much deeper 

realization: that freedom prospers only where the blessings of 

God are avidly sought and humbly acknowledged. 

The American experiment in democracy rests on this insight, 

its discovery was the great triumph of our Founding Fathers. 

"Men who will not be ruled by God will be ruled by tyrants," 

William Penn said. 'J:i:xplaining the inalienable rights of men, 

Jefferson remarked, "The God who gave us life, gave us liberty at 

the same time." And it was ~eorge Washington who said that "of 

all the disposition and habits which lead to political 

prlrfferi ty, religion and morality are indis.pensable supports." 

1J%i- And finally, that shrewdest of all observers of American 

democracy, Alexis de Tocqueville, put it eloquently: 

"I sought for the greatness and genius of America 
in fe r tile fields and boundless forests, it was not 
there. I sought for it in her free schools and her 
institutions of learning; it was not there. I sought 
for it in her matchless Constitution and democratic 
congress; it was not there. Not until I went to the 
churches of America and found them aflame with 
righteousness did I understand the greatness and genius 
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of America. America is great because America is good. [ 
When America ceases to be good, America will cease to ~ 
be great. ".J 
That is why I am so pleased to be here today with the people 

who are in the business of keeping America great by keeping her 

good. Only through your work and prayers and those of millions 

of others can we hope to survive this perilous century and keep 

alive this experiment in liberty, this last best hope of man 

called America. 

I want you to know this Administration is motivated by a 

political philosophy that sees the greatness of America in you, 

her people, and in your families, churches, neighborhoods, 

communities -- the institutions that foster and nourish values 

like concern for others and respect for the rule of law under 

God. 

Now I don't have to tel l you that our pursuit of this 

philosophy puts us in opposition to the prevailing attitude of 

many of those in government, educational foundations and 

institutions, and significant sectors of the media. The views of 

such groups, however well intentioned, are deeply secularist and 

decidedly liberal; their value system is radically different from 

that of most Americans. Because they view everyday Americans as 

wanton and unwise, they have taken upon themselves the job of 

regu lat i ng, overseeing a nd s uperintendi ng the p eop le f r om 

Washington. 

Now recent polls have shown a dichotomy between their values 

and those of the American people. For example, recent surveys of 

elites in the media and entertainment industry showed they voted 

in far greater numbers than their fellow Americans for liberal 
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candidates, that most see nothing wrong with adultery and 

homosexuality, that they approve of abortion by overwhelming 

margins and that less than 10 percent give religion any important 

place in their lives. 

I think one recent controversy in Washington, the one over 

the so-called "squeal rule," is an illustration of this clash 

between the values of these elites and the rest of America. And 

don't get me wrong, I'm not attacking or attempting to silence 

anybody. I just think the difference between the elitist view of 

the world and ours ought to be fully aired. 

Now, as ·most of you know, the controversy began when a judge 

struck down rules issued by our Administration requiring family 

planning clinics to notify parents that they have provided birth 

control devices to underage teenager girls. Believe me, I 

wonder, too, what Government is doing in the birth control 

business at all -- but the Congress passed the legislation 

several years ago and we have no choice but to carry it out. Now 

this rule, which is nothing more than an affirmation of the 

traditional rights of parents, was met with attacks from the left 

portraying those of us in th·e Administration as a bunch of 

pinch-cheeked old prudes out to keep the kids from having a 

little fun. 

It reminded me of a similar storm some years ago in 

California when I insisted that parents had a right to know if 

their 15-year-old daughter was going to have an abortion 

especially since the State was paying for the abortion with 

welfare funds. This caused quite a stir but who, I asked, are we 

in government to act in locus parentis? For heaven's sake, that 
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girl couldn't have her tonsils out without parental consent, let 

alone an abortion. It was during the controversy I began to 

realize that the real agenda of ·many who subscribe to this 

liberal, secularist philosophy is to actually impose their 

values -- to use the power of Government, the media and the 

schools -- to supercede the family, church and other inculcators 

of traditional values. 

I believe the same mind set is at work in the squeal rule 

controversy. Hoping to silence the opposition with names like 

old-fashioned and puritanical, our critics seek to use the power 

of government to insure the preeminence of their own views, view_s 

that are clearly out of step with what most Americans believe and 

want. 

So there you have it: the same liberal secularists who did 

a marvelous job of giving us inflation, recession, unemployment, 

unmanageable bureaucracy, a trillion dollar debt and a host of 

foreign policy debacles now want us to let them preempt parental 

rights and run the sex lives of our underage teenagers. 

Well, I say we fight our battle in the courts, I say the 

rule stays·. And I say the rights of parents and the rights of 

family take precedence over those of Washington-based bureaucrats 

and social engineers. 

But the squeal rule is really only one example of many 

attempts to water down traditional values and even abrogate the 

original terms of American democracy. As I mentioned before, 

nothing could be more deeply engrained into the American 

political consensus than the realization that freedom prospers 

when religion is vibrant and the rule of law under God 
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acknowledged. When our Founding Fathers passed the first 

amendment they sought to protect churches from Government 

interference. They never meant to construct a wall of hostility 

between Government and the concept of religious belief itself. 

The evidence of this permeates our history and our 

government: The Declaration of Independence mentions the Supreme 

Being no less than four times; "In God We Trust" is engraved on 

our coinage; the Supreme Court opens its proceedings with a 

"religious" invocation; and the Members of Congress open their 

sessions with a prayer. I just happen to believe the school 

children of the United States are entitled to the same privileges 

as Supreme Court Justices and Congressmen -- it's time for 

Congress to act on the prayer amendment. Let our children pray. 

C But in the controversy over the prayer amendment, we see 

once again that will to power that has characterized so much of 

the liberal social philosophy that dominated American 

intellectual life in the fifties and sixties. Many advocates of 

liberal and so-called progressive education hoped that the 

schools would become social science laboratories where school 

children could be removed from traditional influences and taught 

instead the wonders of value-free science and moral relativism. 

Now we know that what happened to American education as it 

increasingly fell under the influence of this social science 

mentality. The influence of parents and teachers declined, so 

did excellence and discipline -- and America's school children 

learned less and less. 
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As you all know, there has been a rebellion among parents 

and teachers agains~ these lax educational standards and once 

again basic learning is being stressed in our schools. 

Similarly, the attempt to prohibit the acknowledgement of 

God in the classroom has come under heavy fire. By overwhelming 

margins, the American people want prayer returned to the 

classroom and have been voting for candidates who support that 

amendment. 

Unfortunately, however, this hasn't discouraged the small 

elite on the left who still want to impose their value system on 

the vast majority of Americans] Perhaps some of you read 

recently about the Lubbock school case where a judge actually 

ruled that it was unconstitutional for a group of students to 

meet on their own time on school property for religious purposes. 

You can see, can't you, how the first amendment has been stood on 

its head? How a constitutional provision designed to promote 

religious expression has been used to stifle that expression? 

And you can see, can't you, the irony of those who call 

themselves "liberals" using their position of power to deny to 

millions the time-honored right of religious expression in public 

places? 

And let me add here that, like you, I have been deeply 

concerned about recent controversies in several States between 

religious schools and State educational authorities. No one 

questions the right of the individual States to have a voice in 

establishing certain minimum standards for the education of our 

children. But, on the other hand, religious schools are entitled 
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to make basic decisions about their curriculum and not be forced 

to march in lockstep to the directives of State bureaucrats. 

I think you should know that both Senators Denton and 

Hatfield have proposed legislation in the Congress on the whole 

question of prohibiting discrimination against religious forms of 

student speech. I strongly support that legislation, and, with 

your help, I think it's possible we could get the amendment 

through the Congress this year. 

Now in discussing these instances of the arbitrary 

imposition of liberal views, we would be remiss not to mention a 

Supreme Court decision more than a decade ago that, quite 

literally, wiped off the books the statutes of 50 States 

protecting the rights of unborn children. Abortion on demand is 

a great moral evil that takes the lives of fetuses a year. 

Human life legislation ending this tragedy will someday pass the 

Congress -- and you and I must never rest until it does. 

You may remember that when abortion on demand began many 

religious leaders warned that the practice would lead to a 

decline in respect for human life, that the philosophical 

premises used to justify abortion on demand would ultimately be 

used to justify other attacks on the sacredness of human life, 

even infanticide or mercy killings. When these warnings were 

fi r st spoke n, many of those in the intelligensia and the glitter 

set scoffed at them. But, tragically enough, they proved all too 

true: only last year a court in Indiana issued an order 

permitting the death by starvation of a handicapped infant. 

Recent legislation introduced in the Congress by 

Representative Henry Hyde not only increases restrictions on 
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publicly-financed abortions, it also addresses this whole problem 

of infanticide. I ~rge the Congress to begin hearings soon on 

this legislation, to address the problems of infanticide, to 

adopt legislation that will protect the right of all children, 

including the disabled or handicapped, to the right to life. 

Now in surveying the effect of several decades of liberal, 

secularist philosophy -- the wreakage, for example, left by the 

decisions like those on abortion and school prayer -- it is easy 

to grow discouraged. But we must never forget that we now stand 

at a turning point, a time when the old liberalism -- decadent 

and dying is being replaced by a new political consensus, a 

consensus that wants Government to perform its legitimate duties 

such as maintaining domestic peace and our national security but 

otherwise to leave the people alone. 

Along with this return to limited Government, there is a 

great spiritual awakening in America and a renewal of the 

traditional values that have been the bedrocks of America's 

goodness and greatness. 

f:. one recent survey of thousands of Americans by a Washington 

based research council concluded that Americans were far more 

religious than the people of other nations; 95 percent of those 

surveyed expressed a belief in God and a huge majority believed 

t h e Te n Comma ndme n ts h a d r ea l mean i ng for the i r live s. 

Another study of 2,000 Americans by Connecticut Mutual Life 

Insurance found that -- in contrast to the views of the elites I 

mentioned earlier -- the following practices were found wrong by 

large majorities of average Americans: adultery, 85 percent; 

hard drugs, 84 percent; homosexuality, 71 percent; sex before 16, 
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71 percent; abortion, 65 percent; and pornography, 68 percent. 

And this same study showed a deep reverence for the importance of 

family ties and religious belief.__::J 

So I think the items we have discussed today are the 

political agenda of the future. Remember for the first time the 

Congress is openly and seriously debating and dealing with the 

prayer and abortion issues that's enormous progress right 

there. I repeat: America is in the midst of a spiritual 

awakening and a moral renewal. With your biblical keynote, I say 

today let "justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a 

never failing stream." 

Now obviously, much of this new political and social 

consensus I have talked about is based on a positive view of 

American history, one that takes pride in our country's 

accomplishments and record. But we must never forget an 

important distinction between our moral philosophy and that of 

the liberal secularists. Unlike them, we know that no Government 

schemes are going to perfect man; we know that living in this 

world means dealing with what philosophers would call the 

phenomenology of evil or, as the theologians would put it, the 

doctrine of sin. 

There is sin, there is evil in this world and we are 

e njoine d b y scrip t u re a nd t h e Lord J esu s t o o ppose it with all 

our might. And that is why in talking about America we must 

never forget that, like any other human entity, our Nation, too, 

has a legacy of evil with which it must deal. 

Now, the glory of this land has been its capacity for 

transcending the moral evils of our past. For example, the long 
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struggle of minority citizens for equal rights, once a source of 

disunity and civil ~ar, is now~ point of pride for all 

Americans. We must never go back. There is no room for racism, 

anti-semitism or other forms of ethnic and racial hatred in this 

country. I know you have been horrified as have I by the 

resurgence of some hate groups preaching bigotry and prejudice. 

Today I urge you: Use the mighty voice of your pulpits and the 

powerful standing of your churches to denounce and isolate these 

hate groups in our midst. 

[And I want to mention today another dark legacy of our 

past -- one that we are also now attempting to address in 

Washington. For many years in America we tolerated the existence 

of powerful syndicates of organized crime. As the years werit by, 

these national syndicates increased in power, influence and 

sophistication~ Recently, in the enormous growth of the illegal 

drug trade, we have seen the tragic results of this 

permissiveness and the climate of professional lawlessness it 

fostered. This trade was only a short time ago spreading murder 

and mayhem throughout South Florida. Today, through the South 

Floiida Task Force headed by Vice President Bush, we have a 

handle on it. We've cracked down on this drug trade in Florida, 

and now we're bringing on 200 new prosecutors and 1,000 new 

Lnvestigators to extend that task force model to 12 other regions 

throughout the United States. 

Yes, we are going after the drug cartels. But we're not 

going to stop there. Through a new presidential commission and 

several other initiatives, we intend to expose and prosecute the 

infrastructure of organized crime itself. We mean to cripple 
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their enterprises, dry up their profits and put their leaders 

behind bars where they belong.] 

But whatever sad episodes exist in our past, any objective 

observer must hold a positive view of American history, a history 

that has been the story of hopes fulfilled and dreams made into 

reality. Especially in this century, America has kept alight the 

torch of freedom -- not just for ourselves but for millions of 

others around the world. And this brings me to my final point 

today, and, by the way, it's another illustration of the gulf 

between the views of our professional elites and those of 

everyday Americans. 

During my first press conference as President, I pointed out 

that as good Marxists-Leninists the Soviet leaders have "openly 

and publicly declared that the only morality they recognize is 

what will further their cause, meaning they reserve unto 

themselves the right to commit any crime, to -lie, to 

cheat •.• and that is moral, not immoral." I said that we 

would do well to keep this in mind during our negotiations with 

the Soviets. 

Well, once again this caused a stir. I saw several accounts 

that truncated my remarks and suggested they were nothing more 

than name calling. Other accounts suggested that it was a breach 

of diplomacy to be that candid about the Soviets. 

Now -- putting aside for the moment the fact that the 

pundits and opinion makers are rarely upset when the Soviets say 

much worse about us everyday in their press I think I should 

point out I was only quoting Lenin, a saint, a guiding spirit to 

the Soviet leadership, who wrote in 1920: "We repudiate all 
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morality that proceeds from supernatural ideas or ideas that are -outside class conce~tions. ~ orality is entirely subordinate to 

the interests of class war. Everything is moral that is 

necessary for the annihilation of the old exploiting social order 

and for uniting the proleteriat ... j 

I think the refusal of many influential people to accept 

this elementary insight into Soviet behavior illustrates the 

historical reluctance of much of the elite to see totalitarian 

powers for what they are. We saw this phenomenon in the 1930's; 

we see it today in the nuclear freeze movement. 

But surely, just as we look back in wonder at the 

self-deception of the 1930's, future historians, looking back at 

our time, will be shocked by the naivete and moral blindness of 

the unilateral disarmers,Lurely, they will note the real 

proportions of the threat to peace, that it was the West that 

refused to use its nuclear monopoly in the forties and fifties 
· I 

for territorial gain -- and that it was not the West that 

intervened by proxy in Angola, in Ethiopia, in South Yeman or 

Central America; that it was not the West that invaded 

Afghanistan, or suppressed Polish Solidarity or used chemical and 

biological warfare in Afghanistan and Southeast Asia.-l 

Surely, those historians will find in the councils of those 

who preached the supremacy of the state, who declared its 

omnipotence over individual man, who predicted its eventual 

domination of all peoples of the Earth, surely historians will 

see there ... the focus of evil in the modern world. It was 

C.S. Lewis who in his unforgettable Screwtape Letters wrote: 

"The greatest evil is not now done in those sordid 
'dens of crime' that Dickens loved to paint. It is not 
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done even in concentration camps and labor camps -- in 
those we see its final result. But it is conceived and 
ordered (moved, seconded, carried and minuted) in 
clear, carpeted, warmed and well-lighted offices by 
quiet men with white collars and cut fingernails and 
smooth-shaven cheeks who do not need to raise their 
voices." 

Because these "quiet men" do not "raise their voices," because 

they sometimes speak in soothing tones of brotherhood and peace, 

because, like other dictators before them, they are always making 

"their final territorial demand," some would have us accept them 

at their word and accommodate ourselves to their aggressive 

impulses. But, if history teaches anything, it teaches: 

simple-minded appeasement or self-delusion about our adversaries 

is folly -- it means the betrayal of our past, the squandering of 

our freedom. 

So I urge you to ppeak out against those who would place the 

United States in a position of military inferiority to the Soviet 

Union. You know, I have always believed that old Screwtape 

reserves his best efforts for those of you in the Church. So in 

your discussions of the nuclear freeze movement, I urge you to 

beware the temptation of pride -- the temptation to blithely 

declare yourselves above it all and label both sides equally at 

fault, to ignore the facts of history and the aggressive impulses 

of an evil empire, to simply call the arms race a giant 

mi s understanding and thereby remove yourself from the struggle 

between right and wrong, good and evil. 

I ask you to resist the attempts of those who would have you 

bargain away, for the sake of a few glowing minutes on the 

nightly news and a little cooing from the glitter set, your vital 
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support for this Administration's efforts to keep America strong 

and free. 

But, while America's military strength is important, let me 

add here that I have always maintained that the struggle now 

going on for the world will never be decided by bombs or rockets, 

by armies or military might. For the real crisis we face today 

is a spiritual one, at root it is a test of moral will and 

religious faith. 

C Whittaker Chambers, the man whose own religious conversion 

made him a "witness" to one of the terrible traumas of our age, 

the Hiss Chambers case, wrote that the crisis of the Western 

world exists to the degree in which the West is indifferent to 

God, the degree to which it collaborates in Communism's attempt 

to make man stand alone without God. For Marxism-Leninism is 

actually the second olde~t faith, he said, first proclaimed in 

the Garden of Eden with the words of temptation: "Ye shall be as 

gods." 

The Western world can answer this challenge, he wrote, "but 

only provided that its faith in God and the freedom he enjoins is 

as great as Communism's faith in man." -, 

I believe we shall rise to this challenge; I believe that 

Communism is another sad, bizarre chapter in human history whose 

last pages even now are being written. I believe this because 

the strength of our cause, the quest for human freedom, is not of 

this world; and because this strength is spiritual and knows no 

limitation, it must terrify and ultimately triumph over those who 

would enslave their fellow man. For, in the words of Isaiah: 
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"He giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no 

might, He increased their strength ... but they that wait upon 

the Lord shall renew their strength. they shall mount up 

with wings as eagles. They shall run and not be weary •. " 

Thank you and God bless you. 

I 




