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A 
Tim~ 

for 
Ch((})((})§ing 

by RONALD REAGAN 

The time for choosing - to shape our own destiny or abdicate 
to those who are doing it for us - is now. \Tl.That is happening -
and our hard choices - are set forth in this powerful statement 

by the author of OuR ERODING FREEDOM* 

Early in this century a President 
who served in a time of easy going, 
with no crisis to underline his name 
in history, revealed something of 
the gift of prophecy. He sa1d, "A 
revolution is taking pface which will 
leave the people dependent on gov­
ernment. Finding markets will de­
velop into fixing prices and findin,g 
employment. Next step will he to 
furnish markets and employment or 
in default pay a bounty or dole. 
Those who look with apprehension 
on these tendencies do not lack hu­
manity but ·are influenced by ·the be­
lief that 'the result of such measures 
will be to deprive the people of 
character and· Jiberty." 

Good People S'tand Confused 
Today those who "look wiiith ap­

prehension on these tendencies" 
are not only cha·rged with "lacking 
humanity" but are, more often than 
not, assailed as reactionaries ancl 
right-·wing extremists. l\Iany people 
of good will stand confused in the 
highly emotional atmosphere whieh 
eolors the exchange of charge anrl 
coun tercharge. 

The world todav is faced ''"ith a 
choice between totalitarianism and 
freedom. All of us are conscious of 
the threat of the bomb. Speaking 
for the enemy Lenin said "If it 
-,hould become necessary to kill three 
quarters of all the people in the 
worlrl it would be worth it if the re­
maining one quarter were commu-
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nist." This kind of threat is easy 
to understand. Not so simple is the 
relating of <0ur domestic difference 
to the world struggle. 

We have come to a time for choos­
ing and we should recognize that 
two contrary philosophies divide us. 
Either we believe in our traditional 
system of individual freedom with 
constitutional limits on the power 
of government, or we abandon the 
American Revolution and confess 
that an intellectual elite in some 
far distant capital can plan for us 
better than we can plan for our­
selves. 

Asked how long our Republic 
would endure, J>ames Russell Lowell, 
when Minister to England replied, 
"It will last just so long as the 
people retain the ideas of rlhe men 
who created that Republic." \\'hat 
were those ideas? Very simply -
you and I have God-given rights, 
among them freedom and the abilit~· 
to determine our own destiny. Gov­
ernment's only excuse for heini:; is 
to sec that no indiYidual or group 
in our midst and no outside aggres­
sor can take this freedom from us. 
Government is a watchdog, not a 
eow to he milked. 

There have -0nly heen a few mo­
ments of freedom in all man's his-

*OUR ERODING FREEDOM by Ronald Reagan, 
appeared in MONITOR of March, 1961. Ac­
claimed throughout the nation, more than 50,-
000 reprints have been sold-and may •fill be 
obtained from MONITOR. 

tory and most of those moments 
have been ours. Buit freedom is 
neYer more than one generation 
away from extinction. We can pass 
it on fo our children only if we 
are determined to defend it and 
cherish it. The late Judge Learned 
Hand said, "Liberty lies in the 
heal'ts of men and women. When it 
dies there no constitutfon, no law, 
no cour-t can save it." 

Lose by Our Own Acts 
From our Na1tion's beginning we 

have been wrarned that freedom can 
be Jost inadvertently :by our own 
acts. A more recenit warning was 
voiced by Nikita Khrushchev when 
he told the Ruman!ian railway work­
ers, "I am convinced that tomorrow 
the red flag' will fly over the U.S., 
but we will not fly the flag. It will 
he the Americans themselves." 

Today under the unremitting pres­
sure of the cold war ithere is a 
widespread belief thart all ·the prob­
lems of human need C'nn he soh·ed 

·1i:r goYernment. We are told that 
our tradition,al systein of individual 
lihert:r is ,incapable of solving the 
complex problems of the twentieth 
century - we must have a gon,rn· 
ment-controlled and planned econ­
omy. Howard K. Smith (rather prom­
inent lntely for T.Y. aelivities) has 
written, "The market medrnnism 
and the profit moth-es have out· 
lived their usefulness ... The dis-
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trilmtion of goods must he effected 
by a planned economy. The profit 
motive must be replaced hy the in­
centives of the welfare state." 

Do Not Stand Firm 
A U.S. Senator has said "The So­

viet experiment in socialism is no 
more radical for these times than 
was the American Declaration of In­
dependence in the time of George 
III." And White House advisor Ar­
thur Schlesinger, Jr. writes. "There 
seems ·to be no inherent obstacle 
to the gradual ad\'ance of socialism 
in the L.S. through a series of ne\Y 
deals" . . . He sees the cold war 
disappearing, "through a peaceful 
transition into a not undemocratic 
socialism." In other words, we will 
not stand firm for a choice between 
our free system an-d communism hut 
will move to the left and the Com­
munists, losing their fear and mis­
trust, will (•ome to <the right or, as 
the poet Frost said on his return 
from :\Ioscow, "Communism is com­
ing down to socialism and we are 
rnming up from cU<pitalism." CI 
c-hallenge his directions). 

What this really means is that we 
ten a bil1ion of our fello'v humans 
now enslaved behind the Iron Cur­
tain, to give up their hopes of free­
rlom because we've decided to get 
along with their slave masters. 

"What of this choice they would 
offer us as a means of escaping the 
bomb? True the Socialists are ene­
mies of the men in the Kremlin­
but only because .they believe these 
ruthless men have brutally perverted 
the teachings of Karl Marx. The 
Socialists .themselves are still dedi­
cated to the abolition of private 
property, the .free economy~indeed, 
freedom itself as we have known it. 
And they are not unaware of the 
tide running in their favor. A mem­
ber of the English Fabian Socialist 
Society has written, "Of course we 
don't want a Russian victory-but 
we don't ;vant an American victory 
either." They see their. Utopian 
clrcam coming true through the ef­
f()rts of Amcrieans ·who only :t(l\'o­
r·ate the liht·ral Wl'lfar·e philosophy. 
;\°ow k·t llll' make it plain-·~l don't 
think the overwhelming majority of 
liberals would knowing]~· support a 

sodalist or communist takeover. l 
believe they are sincere, patriotic 
and motivated by the most humani­
turian ideals. It would be immoral 
and foolish lo infer otherwise. But 
it would he equally foolish to let 
thern have their way without oppo­
sition. If someone is' setting fire 
to the house it doesn''t make much 
differenc-e whether he is a deliber­
ate arsonist or just being careless 
with matches-the end result is the 
same. 

Plutarch said, "The real destroyer 
of the liberties of the people is he 
who spreads among them bounties, 
donations and benefits." Thomas Jef­
ferson predicted future happiness 
for the people if, "We can prevent 
government from wasting the labors 
of the people under the pretense of 
taking care of them." 

Those ·who see only government 
as an answer to human misery, · 
should ask themselves, wha1t happens 
to freedom when the executive 
branch Df government can use the 
power granted it by the people, and 
the tax money collected from the 
people, to coerce the people. Gov­
ernment tends to gro·w. Government 
programs ·take on a weight and mo­
mentum of their own, and they as­
sume an immortality that gives them 
life beyond the duration of the 
emergency that brought them into 
being. We see today a permanent 
structure of government so big and 
complex i.t is almost beyond com­
prehension and beyond the control 
of Congress. 

The Rural Electrification Admin­
istration is an example of this seem­
ing .immortality. Twenty.five years 
ago to live on a farm was to be 
\Vithout the ·adYantage of electrkity. 
The Rural Electrification Adminis­
tration was created ·and, together 
\Yith public and investor owned util­
ites, it has brought about the al­
most complete distribution of elec­
tric·ity to rural areas. :--;inety-eight 
pereent of the farms in Americ-a 
have power. But Rural Electrifica­
tion _.\cJministration does not go into 
retirement or even settle haek to a 
minor role of supervision now that 
the job has been accomplished. This 
year its budget went up another 8170 

Long one of Hollywood's most vigorous public-minded citizens, television and motion picture 
star Ronald Reagan tenaciously has fought Communism and other influences harmful to the 
entertainment industry and our historic American values. He has been a director of the 
Screen Actim Guild since 1941, served as its president for five and a half years <tarting 
in 1947, and wa> again elected president of the group in 1'159. He graduated from Eureka 
College in Illinois with an A.B. degree in economics and sociology and was a sports announcer 
before being signed by Warner Bros. Studios. Still an avid sports enthu•iast, Mr. Reagan 
owns and operates "Yearling Row," a San Fernando Valley breeding farm for race horses. 
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million to almost a half billion per 
year. 

Our government today is engaged 
in operating and running more than 
1 i,500 businesses covering 47 differ­
ent lines of activity. These busi­
nesses operate tax-free, rent.free and 
dividend-free. They compete openly 
with our tax-paying citizens and in 
the process, each year, they lose al. 
most as many billions of dollars as 
are collected by the Federal gov­
ernment from all of the personal in. 
come tax. 

But some tell us that go\•crnrnent 
spending is a necessity. That in this 
near theory of goYernment it is gov­
ernment spending that stimulates the 
economy and brings about growth 
and prosperity. Well, let's take a 
look at some of this government 
spending and what a stimulant it's 
been. There has been no greater 
spending in any single area of the 
United States than has been done 
oYer the last couple of decades by 
TYA-The Tennessee Yalley Author­
ity--the great power trust of our 
government. And yet in the 169 coun­
ties of •that area, in spite -Of all this 
spending, the Labor Department· de­
clares that 50 percent more of those 
counties are permanent areas of pov­
erty, distress and unemployment. 

Five Supporting the Sixth 
There are today over two and 

one-half millon Federal employees. 
In 1942, there• was one top-salarie-d 
executive among them for every 
eighty-nine government employees. 
Today there's one for every seven­
teen. Now I don'.t mean that this 
should be taken as a blanket indict­
ment of all those who serve the 
public in positions of government 
trust. As a matter of fact, the many 
fine public servants employed at all 
leYels of government are the first 
to suffer from this unwarranted 
growth of government. All too often 
they're denied a fair return for their 
lahor because of the neeessit.y of 
sharing public funds with needless 
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employees, with duplication and 
with waste. Ex-Secretary of Com­
merce Hodges recently received 
front-page attention when he said 

' that he could run the Department 
of Commerce with ten percent fewer 
employees than were now in that 
department. And one month later 
he'd added 1600 new employees. 

At this moment for every six peo­
ple earning a living in the United 
States, one is employed by govern­
ment. Every five of us earning a liv­
ing are paying the full salary of a 
sixth employee. Today there are 48 
million Americans receiving some di­
rect cash payment from government 
and 38 million of these are receiv­
ing it from the Federal government. 
Federal welfare spending in the 
last 1ten years has multiplied and in­
creased eight times as much as the 
increase in population. Now, in the 
District of Columbia, in the shadow 
of the Capitol, they are investigat­
ing the recipients of public wel­
fare. Of the people interviewed so 
far, 58 percen1t have been found to 
be receivfog public welfare diiillon­
estly. 

Hallmarks of SociaHsm 
Last May speaking on NBC, the 

well known American Socialist Up­
ton Sinclair said, "I don't think 
we've ever been as near socialism 
as we are at ithis hour. I'm satis­
fied to call it progressive or ad­
vanced democracy, or whatever you 
please." 

Recen.Uy John Kenneth Galbmith, 
our Ambassador .to India, addressed 
an Indian audience. He told <them 
that under thei·r socialist govern­
ment they had only managed to na­
tionalize ithirteen to fourteen per­
cent of the:ir economy. And then he 
boasted that in America already one 
fifth of the industri-al capaci<ty of 
our. nation is planned, fully con­
trolled and disposed of by govern­
ment. A government may be the 
most benevolent, the most well-mean­
ing in the world, but when it at­
tempts to control the economy and 
operate the production of a nation, 
it must eventually use coercion and 
force to achieve its purposes. 

Under "Urban Renewal" we have 
seen protection of the ownership of 
prirnte property diluted until to­
day "public use" is whatever tJ,ov­
ernment planners decide it shall he. 
The Cleveland Plain Dealer reported 
that the Federal Housing Adminis­
tration slopped the construction of 
an eight million dollar apartm:::nt 
building because it might compete 
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for tenants with a nearby Urban 
Renewal program. 

I am convinced that tomorrow 
the red flag will fly over the 
U.S., but we will not fly the flag. 
It will be the Americans them­
selves. - Khrushchev 

Since 1933, the Congress of the 
UrnHed States has passed laws gov­
erning us that fill eleven thick vol­
umes. At the same time, the agen­
cies and bureaus of the government 
have passed regulations controlling 
us that fill fif.ty-nine such thick 
volumes. :\!any of these regulations 
permit agencies to bring a citizen 
before the agency for punishment. 
Mnny of them are "final and not 
subject to review by any courts." 
We have virtually lost the Fourth 
Amendment to the Constituton -
our protection against search and 
seizure. Ho'v many of us realize that 
today Federal agents can invade a 
man's property if they suspect him 
of vfolarbing a regulation-not a law, 
a regulati-On-and they can impose 
a fine without a formal hearing, let 
alone a trial by jury? And if a rine 
isn't paid, they can seize and hold 
his 'Propel"ty or sell .it at auction to 
enforce <the payment. 

Last summer a man in New York 
State-a dairy farmer by the name 
of Stalker-found his cows weren't 
giving enough milk to satisfy his 
customers needs~ He went into the 
market and bought cream in twenty­
quart containers to augment his sup­
ply. He has been fined $21,000, the 
fine not subject to review ·by any 
court. The fine? Because he violated 
a regulatfon of the dairy program 
that said in buying the cream he 
shouldn't buy it in anything larger 
1han two-quarit containers. 

In the South a farm value<! at 
$300,000 is sold at auction by the 
government for $60,000 to enforce 
paymen!l of a penalty for violating 
a rice-planting quota. 

A boy with a five-acre cotton al­
lotment overplants hy a fract·ion of 
one acre. His penalty is 852, but in· 
the meantime weather destroys his 
crop so i1e plows it under and joins 
the Navy. The Government spent 
Bfil sending a man to San Diego to 
collect the 852. 

H's no wonder farmers arc in 
trouble. One bulletin takes 750 words 
to define a farm and another 700 
words to explain how to a'Pply the 
definition. Try this on for size -

Coiton MQ bulletin t· Handbook SOI (Rev. 

3). 722.2 Definitions as used in 722. I to 
722.51 and in all documents and forms 
in connection therewith. Unless the context 
or sub. matter otherwise requires the follow· 
ing terms shall have the following meanings 

and the masculine shi;ll include the 
feminine and neuter genders and the 
singular shall include the plural , . . 

Well, you know, if exciting reading 
like tha•t catches on-television's "O-

ing rig·ht out the window! " 

We've Had 30 Years 

We'\·e had thirty years to see the 
connectdon between subsidv and 
c-0ntrol; thirty years in whi~h our 
government has invaded a section 
of our economy - the agricultural 
area - trying to control the :pro­
duction . of a surplus. Today the 
surplus is bigger than ever and so 
is the program. We've paid -a bil­
lion dollars .to farmers not to plant. 
We've spent four billon dollars pay-

. ing them .to fertmze and telling them 
how to increase the crop yield per 
acre. In ten years, the farm sup­
port program has cost the Amer­
icans twenty-six billion dollars ·in 
an efforit to control this surplus -
surplus? - and yet in that same pe­
riO'd we have imported farm ']'.}rod­
uc:ts from foreign countries valued 
at forty-two billion dollars. Each 
year we pay enough for not grow. 
ing wheat to buy eight loaves of 
bread for every person in America 
every day of the year. 

Recently a reclamation project 
was dediooted tha1's going to take 
water from the west slope of the 
Rockies 'and tunnel it through to 
the east slope. It's the Arkansas 
Frying Pan Reclamation Project. It 
will proraite out at a cost of $296 
for every acre irrigated. But there's 
a government agency standing by 
waiting .to pay them ~40 an acre not 
lo plant t·he land after they get the 
wa1er. In Blair, Nebraska. ·the coun­
try dub had fourteen acres of 
ground H didn't need, leased it to a 
neighboring farmer who planted 
corn. Now they've decided to en­
large the golf course so they took 
the fourteen ·acres back and the gov­
ernment senit the country club a 
check for 8288 for taking corn land 
out of prorluctfon. 

In !he past three years six govern­
ment agencies have spent upward 
of thirty-five million dollars telling 
poultry raisers how lo increase egg 
produdion. Al the same time a sev­
enth government agency has spent 
twelve million dollars buying sur-
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plus eggs. We adopt a feed grain 
program to protect the family farm­
er and some of the family farmers 
we are saving~well, the Louisiana 
Stale Penitentiary gets 845,000 a 
~·ear from this program, the 'Vater­
loo. Iowa, airport 35,800 and the 
Kearny, Xebraska airport 86,700. 
The city of St. Louis is a family 
farmer to the tune of 812,000 a 
year. 

Plan for Complete Control 
Only 20 percent of the farm econ­

omy is in this program of regulation 
and subsidy. Eighty percent of farm­
ing is still out in the open market, 
governed only by the laws of sup­
ply and demand. ;\lost farmers he­
lie\'e today and have 'testifed that 
they believe farming should be re­
turned to this free cornpetitve sys­
tem. But government never <admits 
that it can be at fault and so the 
government revealed what Hs tMnk­
ing was as H •suggested a cure to 
the farm mess in the Omnibus Farm 
Bill defeated last year by Congress. 

The 80 percent of free farming 
should be brought into the program 
with the 20 percent and to that end 
they demanded a progl'am requi!'ing 
a Federal license for the plan•ting, 
the harvesting and distrihutfon of 
all the 256 agricultural products in 
this nation. This program would 
have meant that even a housewife 
couldn'1t have planted a •backyard 
garden without get-ting a Federal 
license before she put ·the seeds in 
the ground. 

In the same hill they asked fox: 
the right to fine ·and imprison farm­
ers who would not keep books as 
prescribed by the Federa:l govern­
ment. The Secretary of Agriculture 
asked for the riigM ito buy f.arms at 
his discretion ·through condemnation, 
forced buying, and .to resell them 
to private individuals H he so chose. 
They also asked for the right to 
turn over all food surplus and the 
receipt of the sale of all such sur­
plus to the United Nations. 

Xow we have a Depressed Areas 
Bill and we see more government 
red tape unfurl. There's a little town 
in Central California, an agricultural 
community, that has just established 
a record for prosperity-that is, by 
virtue of retail sales and personal 
bank deposits-but under this new 
hill the government has declared it 
a depressed a·rea. It seems that in 
the summertime in this agricultural 
community a canning company opens 
to can the vegetables. Some of the 
housewives l!'i>t a few weeks ·work 
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there and pick up some fall spending 
money, Then someone pointed out 
that after the canning company 
closed they were eligible for unem­
ployment insurance so they've been 
doubling their take. Now they're de­
pressed because, under this bill, the 
Labor Department determines de­
pressed areas on the basis of appli­
cations for unemployment insurance. 
Now they're really going to be de­
pressed because the entire prosper­
ity of the community depends on im­
porting migrant farm pic1'ers-crop 
pickers-every spring and they can­
not do this under the Depressed 
Areas Bill so they have a committee 
in Washington asking that they be 
declared undepressed and the gov­
ernment says "lie down and be de· 
pressed!" 

The real destroyer of the liber­
ties of the people is he who 
spreads among them bounties, 
donations and benefits. 

- Plutarch 

On the international scene we find 
the same pattern of uncontrolled and 
unreasoniug growth. We set out ·to 
help nineteen war-r.av.aged coun­
tries. Today we are helping 97 iand 
we have spent over a hundred bil­
lion dollars. 

I think that Christian chal"ity -
charity of the God of Moses - re­
quires that we •should share of our 
superfluous goods wHh our needy 
neiglrbors, but I don't think it re­
quires us to go into debt to see 
that he has an egg in his beer. 
Dr. Howard Kershner, speaking ·to 
the Prime Minister of Lebanon re­
cently, reported a eonversati-0n in 
which the Prime Minister said that 
his little country had ·ba:lanced its 
budget every year, had no debt, no 
deficit, no inflation and had in­
creased its gold holdings .from twen­
ty million to a hundred seventy mil­
lion dollars. When .Jie had finished, 
Dr. Kershner said, "Mr. Pl"ime Min­
i:;ter, my country hasn't balanced 
its budget in 26 out of the last 32 
years. Our debt is greater than the 
combined debt of all .the nations of 
the world. We're losing gold so fast 
that the very stability of our cur­
rency is in danger. We have chronic 
inflation. Do you think that under 
these circumstances we should con­
tinue to giYe your country millions 
of dollars each year?" And the 
Prime :\finister said, "No. but if 

you're foolish enough to do it, we're 
going to keep on taking the money." 

While Congress debated lending 
S::100 million to the United Nations 
our State Department gave the 
l'nited :c;alions 8217 million out of 
aid funds and the United Nations 
used a part of that money to pay 
the dues of other nations in the 
T:nited Xations. One of the countries 
we helped in this way - Castro's 
Cuba. Government outside of its 
legitimate duties does nothing as 
well or as economically as the pri­
vate sector of the economy. 

Sky.Soaring Costs 
Xo one would challenge the fine 

purpose or noble goal of the "Peace 
Gorps." Indeed we've proven this 
over a long period of years wiith 
our support of missions to every 
corner of the world. One such en­
deaYor sponsored by a religious 
order sends volun·teel's abroad and 
cost of training and maintenance is 
8900 a year for each volunteer. The 
Peace Corps stal"ted at a prorated 
cost of $9000 per v<>lunteer and ai­
ready that cost has gone to $22,000. 

All of us, I'm sure, accept our re­
sponsibiliity for those less fortunate. 
'Who among us would no.t agree that 
no one, regardless of age, should be 
denied medical attention because of 
an inability ·to pay?- Yet the ad­
vocates of ·"Medicare" answered all 
arguments ·against this plan with the 
charge that their opponernts were 
against the ·humaniitarian goal. This 
is nothing less faan dishonest eva­
sion of leg.Himate debate. 

With all of us agreed on the neces­
sity of solving the problem shouldn't 
we begin by determinJng the extent 
of the problem? A great social re­
volution has taken place almost un­
noticed in this last decade. Today 
more than 136 million Americans 
have some kind of medical or hospi­
tal insurance. This is an increase of 
four million just since last year and 
it includes more than 50 percent of 
our senior citizens. Nine percent of 
the poJ>Ulalion is over age 65. This 
nine pcreent can't lie entirely desti­
tute because they receive eight per­
cent of all the personal revenue in 
the United States. As nearly as can 
be determined not quite •ten percent 
of this age group would be unable 
to meet medical expenses of $500 or 
more. 

T:nder the recently adopted Kerr­
:\Iills bill one state is meeting its 
problem in a highly satisfactory 
manner. Public funds are used to 
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buy insuranee in Blue Cross with 
the premiums paid in full or in part, 
depending on the incliYidual's needs. 
Thus a patient can choose doctor or 
hospital and there is no way to tell 
whether his insurance was provided 
by himself or by public funds. 

In spite of this, supporters of 
:.\ledicare insist the only solution for 
the needy ten percent is a compul­
sory program of government insur­
ance covering all dtizens - even 
those now insured and those possess­
ed of great wealth or ample income. 
They adYance Social Security as a 
proven example of compulsory gov­
ernment insurance and one capable 
of earning the .added burden of 
:.\Iedicare. Surely then they can't ob­
ject if we examine this proven ex­
ample. 

>;o responsible person would sug­
gest that our senior citizens who 
reach their non-earning years with­
out saYings or pensions should be 
denied a livelihood. You and I have 
been told that we and our empolyers 
are paying into a fund and that 
someday we will call upon this, our 
own money, to see us through. A 
hundred million pieces of 1Her3!ture, 
published by Social Security since 
1939, tell us that this is ·an insurance 
program, but the Supreme Court has 
ruled that it is not an insurance pro­
gram and .that the dues are not in­
surance premiums but a general tax 
for the .use of foe government-and 
the government has used that money. 
There is no fund in -the accepted 
sense of such terms. 

Depriving •Our Sons 

An actuarial expert of Social 
Security has admitted that, as of 
this moment, Social Security is 298 
billion dollars in the red. We pass 
this fiscal· irresponsibility on to 
our sons - not to an unborn gen. 
eration - because the young man 
going into the work force at an 
average salary will find that he 
and his employer are today pay. 
ing in a dollar and sixty.nine cents 
for every dollar he can hope to 
receive back in benefits. That same 
amount of money would buy him 
an insurance 1rnlicy paying $220 
a month when he reaches age 65, 
instead of the $127 he will get 
from the compulsory government 
program. 

Early in this century a great la­
bor statesman, Samuel Gompers 
founder of the A.F.L., described J:{(J\'­

ernmen t social insurance as a 
"menaee to the rights. the welfare 
and the liberty of the working man." 
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Can we take the risk out of living 
without denying the freedom of 
l'hoice? A national labor paper re­
<'ently carried this banner on it's 
front page, "The time has come to 
put into effect a single integr.atecl 
Federal system guaranteeing cradlc­
to-grave security against, the hazards 
of illness, disability, work injury 
and old age." Adolph Hitler said his 
Xational Socialism would give every 
German "freedom from want and 
cradle-to-grave security." 1\Iore than 
a hundred years ago the Constitu­
tion of every slave state in the South 
specified 1hat masters must provide 
adequate housing, food, medieal care 
and old age benefits for all slaves. 
The only way they could lose 
security was by becoming free. 

Hold on, my friends, to the Con­
stitution of the United States of 
America and the the Republic 
for which it stands. Miracles do 
not cluster. What has happened 
once in six· thousand years may 
never happen again. Hold on to 
your Constitution for if the Con­
stitution shall fall there will be 
anarchy throughout the world. 

-Daniel Webster 

Always the central government 
seeks new areas for its paI'lticipation. 
W-ith our system based on govern­
ment at the looal level we have 
created the greatest public schooI 
system in the world. At the moment 
this system is beset by problems ag­
gravated <by 'the increase in popula­
tion, inflation and the halt in build­
ing during the War years. Sudden­
ly we are told that only Federal aid 
will solve our problems. This is, of 
course, the familiar cry and is based 
on the idea that money provides the 
answer to all problems. If •this is so 
-has the Federal government found 
some new supply other than our 
pockets? And if the government in­
creases the amount it takes from 
those pockets, is it not decreasing 
the amount left for local taxation 
and voluntary contributions <tn pri­
n.1tc educational institutiorn;? 

Herc again we look at '1he actual 
problem and find it isn't in the dire 
emergency class some would have 
us believe. In the last ten years we've 
increased spending on schools at the 
local level one and a half times as 
much as our personal income has in­
creased. Less than one pereent of 
our sehool districts have readlt'd 
the limit of their bonded imlchled-

ness. Sinee 195!l we ha\'e increased 
the average ;teacher's salary from 
$3200 lo $5400 a year and we've re­
duced the ratio of pupils per teach­
er. At the height of the debate we 
were 1olcl we must start a crash pro­
gram to build 60,000 classrooms a 
year for the next ten years and then 
disc.over we've been building 70.000 
classrooms for each of the last five 
years. 

Plan for Federal Control 
During all of 1he debate there was 

denial that Federal control was ever 
to be a part of Federal aid, and then 
Congress discovered a book already 
printed for use in the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare 
called, A Federal Education Agency 
for the Future. The plain truth is 
that Federal control and a nation­
alized cur:riculum and school sytem 
is the unquestfoned end result of 
Federal aid to education. 

Professor Alexander Fraser Tytler, 
a noted historian, wrote "A demo­
cracy cannot exist as a permanen<t 
form of g-overnment. It can only 
exist until the vQters discover they 
can vote themselves largess out of 
public treasury. From that moment 
on the majority .always votes for the 
candidate promising benefits from 
the public treasury with the result 
tha·t democracy always collapses 
over a loose fiscal policy always to 
be followed by a diot<a.torship." 

Unfortunately the Professor was 
not writing a ·prophecy which we 
could choose 1to ignore. When he 
wrote this we were still a colony Qf 
Great Britain, and he was writing 
to explain what had destroyed <the 
Athenian Republic more rhan 2000 
years ago. \Ve are running out of 
•time. We are in about the same posi­
tion as the man who had a complete 
physical examination and said to 
the doctor, "I can take it - give H 
to me straight. How much time have 
I got?" The doctor said, "Well let 
me put it ,this way - eat the best 
part of the chicken first!" 

This year we have projected an­
other dollar deficit. Interest pay­
ment on the debt calls for $18,000 
every sixty seconds, twenty - four 
hours of the day, day-in-day-out. 
But that's only the part showing 
above the surface. Already in legisla· 
tion enacted into law, our govern­
ment is obligated to pay out one and 
a quarter trillion dollars. This is an 
amount equal to four times the 
assessed valuation of all the real 
estate and all the tangible property 
in this country. 

(See TIME FOR CHOOSING Page IS) 
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(The~e has beel a lot of talk in behalf of guber· 
rtatoria! D11mocratic Candidate John J. Mckeithen 
·that Republican Candidate Charlton H: Lyom has 
so-called "Carpetbaggers" working for him-these 
"Carpetbaggers" beinQ Ji~ Martin of Alabama and 
R-onald .lteagan of Calif orma. Of course such politi· 
cal attack is ridiculous, for both men are ex-Denio· 
crats who left. the Democratic P.artp to join the GOP 
toll.en the Democratic Party began swinging leftward 
Mr, .Martin ran for United States Beno.tor as a RepUb· 
lican in Alabama two vears ago and came Within a 
few votes of defeating liberal Democratic Senator 
Lister Hi111 who has been in Congre1rs since shortltt 
after Wortd War I. Mr. Reagan also was born and 
reare1 hf! a Dem~rat until he saw his Party turning 
~ocmlist1c and switched to the. Republican ranks. Mr. 
Martin has spoken twice fn behalf of Mr. Lyotts-t 
Shreveport and New Orleans. Mr. Reagan spoke at 
Lafayette. A recording of hiS spflech was f>resented bi · 
Shreveport, ~?nroe and ot.he~ cities. So that.feople., 
of North Louisiana may know 1ust what kind o "Car• 
petbaggers" support Mr. Lyons, The Times presentt 
the text of Mr. Reagan's speech herewith-a speech 
that perhaps could not be. excelled by an11 North 
Louisianian in its sound and solid conservatism.) • 
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By Ronald Reagan .... ,. .::...-;'/ 
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Ronald Reagan is no stranger. Through the media of the 
movies, radio and television, we have acquired a great 
respect and admiration for him and his work. 

In addition to his fame as an actor, Mr. Reagan has 
gained the admiration of business men and the gratitude 
of American citizens all across the country through his 
outstanding example of courageous leadership as Presi­
dent and ·chief spokesman of the Screen Actors' Guild. 
He is a champion of private enterprise and very much 
interested in preserving the original intentions of this 
country's Constitution. 

I think it is time to ask ourselves if we still know the 
freedoms intended for us by the creators of the only 
true revolution that has ever taken place in man's his­
tory. Here in this country our revolution was the only 
one that did not merely exchange one set of rulers for 
another set of rulers. We lighted a torch 
200 years ago that said to the down­
trodden of all the world, not that we 
had decided on a more benevolent ruler, 
but rather that for the first time man 
had decided his rights were sovereign 
and government could do only those 
things permitted by the people. 

Mankind has known only a few mo­
ments of freedom in all the long climb 
from the swamp to the stars, and most 
of those moments have been ours. 
Strangely enough, all of them have been 
under a system of private ownership 
and capitalism. But freedom is never 
more than one generation away from 
extinction. The late Judge Learned Hand said, "Liberty 
lies in the hearts of men and women; when it dies there, 
no constitution, no court, no law can save it." 

I think we have come to a time for choosing. Two 

' 

contrary philosophies divide us in this land of ours. 
Either we believe in our traditional system of individual 
liberty, or we abandon the American Revolution and 
confess that an intellectual elite in a far distant capital 
can plan our lives for us better than we can plan them 
ourselves. 

In our adult lifetime we have seen the government lay 
its hands on health, housing, farming. industry, com­
merce, education, and communications. In so doing, re­
gardless of good intentions, it has created a permanent 
structure 0£ government which has become so big and 
so complex that it virtually entraps the President and 
the Congress, i:egardless of the party in power. 

,. ~,. . 
There are today 21h million federal employees, and ·the~~/' 
pres~nt budget calls for an increase of 40,000 ~is year. If 
the present rate of increase continues, in iti-x. s8ar,t:y,~rs 
one-fourth of the total work force of the nation v:,.m· be 
employed by government. 

There is a seeming indestructibility to governmentl 
agencies. A government bureau is the nearest thing to 
eternal life on this earth. 

This brings us to the most serious threat to freedom: 
the ex.tent to which policy is determined by these per­
manent bureaus rather than by those we elect to office 
with our ballots. In 1962, while Congress was debating 
whether to lend the United Nations $100 million to bail 
it out of its financial difficulties, the State Department, 
without asking anyone's permission, handed the UN 
$217 million, part of which was used to pay the delinquent 
dues of Castro's Cuba. 

In 1962, Congress passed a law prohibiting our foreign 
aid bureaus and agencies from giving aid to any nation 
selling oil to Cuba. Yet, in the first six months of 1963, 
four nations selling oil to Cuba had recei\red $14g million. 

G~vernment programs usually start.· 
with humanitarian goals and in answer 
to some great emergency. To question 

., 
• 

cure is to be charged with being op- _ 
the extent of the crisis or the suggested ~ ~ .·: 

posed to the noble motive. This is a ·• . ,,. _ ~ 
dishonest evasion of legitimate debate. . . 
It is possible to fulfill our responsibTII::·-·­
ties to a needy neighbor, to be our 
brother's keeper, without totally re­
placing human compassion with the 
coercion of taxation. 
Could any of us be charged with being 
opposed_ to the noble purpose of the 
Peace Corps? Since the inception of this 
country we have, through our various 

religions, contributed voluntarily to send missionaries to 
every corner of the world, so of course we are not opposed 
to the noble purpose. One religious order today can send 
and keep a volunteer overseas for one year for $900. 
What we object to is that the Peace Corps prorates at 
S9,000 for each volunteer per year. 

A young man going to work today, earning an average 
salary in his early 20s, will find that he and his employer 
are now paying to Social Security Sl.69 for every dollar 
the government promises to give him back. He can go 
into the open market today with the same amount of 
money and buy a retirement insurance prograin that will 
guarantee him $220 a month at age 65. The government 
promises him $127. · 

Are we suggesting that we suddenly deny a generation of 
senior citizens an income? No. But is it beyond re:ason 
that we should look at this program and see where it can 

- over· 
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A TIME FOR CHOOSING (continued) 

be put on a voluntary basis; where people who can buy a 
better deal from private industry should be allowed to 
do so; and where those of us who can take care of our 
brothers in need when the time comes, should ask them 
to participate in the program in the meantime and con­
tribute toward their own welfare? 

One-fifth of our total industrial capacity is fully con­
trolled, planned or ov.med by government. One-fourth 
of all the construction in this nation is done by govern­
ment. One-third of all the mortgages in this country 
are financed or guaranteed by agencies of the federal 
government. The interest on our national debt takes the 
entire personal income tax paid by 41 million Americans 
reporting earnings up to $6,000 a year, but our real debt 
in legislation already enacted into law is in excess of 
$11/4 trillion! ThiS, is greater than the assessed valuation 
of all the real estate and tangible property in the U.S. 

The problem is not that liberals are ignorant; it is 
that they know so much that is not so. History tells us 
that as a country approaches a tax burden of 20%, eva­
sion begins and breaks down respect for law and order. 
Economists claim that our country iS so solid it can afford 
a rate of 25%, but no nation in history has ever survived 
a tax burden that reached a third of its national income. 
Today, 35¢ out of every dollar earned in this country 
is the tax collector's share; 24¢ goes to the federal gov­
ernment, leaving 11¢ to be divided among the county, 
the local community and the state. 

Is it any wonder that, whatever we need, we turn to 
the federal government for grants-in-aid? One Con­

-- gressman described federal aid as the case 0£ the man 
f:f·>:::::-".; gi""i.."lg himself a transfusion in the right arm by taking 
·········· ·~,.···-..,the left and spilling half of it on the way across. 

. / " _/Alexander Fraser Tyler wrote that "a de­
/! cannot exist as a permanent form of govern­

/- lt can exist only until the voters discover they 
.A vote themselves largesse out of the public treasury. 

/From that moment on, the majority always votes for the 

/ ·r candidate promising the most benefits, with the result 
. that democracy collapses over a loose fiscal policy, always 

to be followed by a dictatorship." 

We cannot pass resolutions on economy and then send 
committees to Washington to get federal spending for 
our home town. 

Tyler's warning reminds us that democracy is mob 
rule unless we have some ground rules protecting the 
rights of the individuals and putting them beyond the 
vote of the majority. You and I have such ground rules 
providing for the most equitable and limited government 
ever known to man-the Constitution. 

Daniel Webster said, "Hold on, my friends, to the 
Constitution of the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands. Miracles do not happen. 
What has happened once in six thousand years may never 
happen again. Hold on to your Constitution, for if the 
Constitution shall fall, there will be anarchy throughout 
the world." 

It has been said that if we lose this way of life of ours, * 
history will report that those who had the most to lose 
did the least to prevent its happening. And we can do 
something about it. There are, perhaps, some among us 
t'oday who are concerned .about taking a stand. They 
fear reprisal-retaliation from customers or clients or 
even government agencies. But we can no longer afford 
to sit on the sidelines; to practice such aloofness today 
is to go on feeding the crocodile, hoping he will eat you 
last. But eat you he will. Once you make the decision 
that this is your battle, you will find many things to do. 

It is time we questioned what we have done to free­
dom. Federal agencies hold what amounts to life-and­
death power over businesses, even those not legally 
subject to regulation. They can exert this power through 
the various bureaus, through the control of hundreds 
of billions of dollars of spending, through the use of the 
tax power as a policing power. In addition to a reduction 
in taxes, we must demand that any tax reform be sim­
plified so that the citizen of modest means need not em­
ploy legal assistance to find out how much he owes his 
government. 

At the same time we must demand an end to deficit J 
spending and provision for payments on the national debt. 

Finally, in this election year-regardless of the party 
of our choice, because this transcends party lines-we 
must pin down those who solicit our votes as to where 
they stand with regard to fiscal responsibility, individual 
freedom and limited government. We cannot stop the 
advance of socialism by electing men who just happen to 
be taking a little longer in arriving at socialist goals. 

You and I are face to face with our destiny. We must 
stand firm, or we shall trail in the dust the golden hopes 
of mankind for generations to come. 1 believe that free-
dom has never been so fragile, so near to slipping from 
our grasp, as it is at this moment, and this did not come 
about through an outside aggressor. It came about 
through our own sincere efforts to solve problems of 
misery and human need through exchanging freedom 
for security. 

If we do not accept the challenge, our children may ¥- :i,, 

well be the generation that takes the first step into an-
other thousand years of darkness. Lincoln's words of 100 
years ago are so appropriate they could well be spoken 
today: "The fiery trial through which we pass will light 
us to the latest generation. We here hold the power and 
the responsibility; we shall nobly save or meanly lose 
the last best hope of man on earth." 

CHOOSE ! ! VOTE 

GRASS ROOTS FOR GOLDWATER 
l\fr. E. E. Pope, Coordinator 
P. 0. Box 64 
Centerville, Ohio 45456 



One of the highlights of the past campaign was Ronald Reagan's television 
speech. Widely acclaimed by both Republicans and Democrats. it was considered 
a brilliantly persuasive statement of conservative view.s. Below is the text of this 
speech. Although Election Day is past. we are printing the Reagan address be· 
cause numerous readers have requested it and because we feef it wm provide 
inspiration and Instruction for conservatives for years tQ come. 

I have spent most of my life as a Demo­
crat. I recentlv have seen fit ta foltow 
another course.· [ beJieve that the issues 
confronting us cross party tines. Now. one 
side in this campaign has been telling us 
that the issues of this election are the main· 
tenance of peace and prosperity. The Hne 
has been used. "We've never had it so 
good!" 

But ( have an uncomfortable feellng 
that this prosperity isn't something upon 
which we can base our hop-es for the future. 
No nation in history has ever survived a tax 
burden that reached a third of its national 
income. Today 37 cents out of every dol­
lar earned in this country is the tax col· 
lector's share. and yet our government con .. 
tinut>=s to :.pend Sl7 million a day more than 
the government takes in. 

Unbalanced Budgets 
We haven't balanced our budget 28 out 

of the last 34 years. We have raised our 
debt limit three times in the last J 2 months. 
and now our national debt is one and a 
half times bigger than all the combined 
<lcbt::. of alt the nations of the world. We 
have 515 billion in gold in our trcasury­
\\C Jon ·l own an ounce. Foreign dollar 
daml!> arc 527.3 billion. and we have just 
haJ announced that the dollar of 1939 will 
now purchase 45 cents in its total value. 

As for the .peace that we would pre. 
serve.. r wonder who among us would 
like to approach the wife or mother 
wltose husband or son has died in 
VI.:t :-.; ii.lit aull !ti.:t1t. ihem if they think 
this is a peace that should be maift... 
tained indefinitely. Do they mean 
we just want to be left in peace? 
There can be no reaJ peace while one 
American is dying some place in the 
world f.or the rest of us. 

{ We are at war with the most dangerous 
J ertemv that has ever faced mankind in his 

\ 

long ·climb from the swamp to the stars. 
and it has been said ff we lose that war. 
and in so doing lose this way of freedom 

\ 
of ours. history will record with the great· 
est astonishment that those who had the 

\ most to lose did the least to prevent its 
i....-happening. 

Well, I think it's time to ask ourselves 
if we still know the freedoms intended for 
us by the founding fathers. 

Not too long ago two friends of mine 
were talking to a Cuban refugee, a busines~ 
man who had escape from Castro, and in 
the midst of his story one of my friends 
turned to the other and said, uwe don't 
know how lucky we are.'' And the Cuban 
stopped and said, "How lucky you are! [ 
had some pi ace to escape to.'· 

In that sentence he told us the entire 
story. If we lose freedom here, there is 
n<> place to eS<:ape to. This is the last 
stand on earth, and this idea that govern­
ment is beholden to the people~ that it has 
no other source of power except the sov­
ereign people, is stiU the newest and most 
unique idea in all the long history of man's 
relation to man. 

This is the issue of this election. whether 
we believe in our capacity for seif .. govern· 
ment or whether we abandon the American 
Revolution and confess that a little intcl· 
lectua! elite in a far .. <listant capital can pian 
our lives for us better than we can plan 
them ourselves. 

{ 

You and I are told increuingly that 
we have to ehoose between a left or 
right. hut I would Hke to suggest that 
there is no such thing as a left or right .• 
There is only an up or down-up to­
man's age-old dresm-the ultim•te in 
individuaJ freedom consistent with law 
and Ot"der-or down to the ant heap of 

('>totalitarianism., and, regardless of their 
1 sincerity, their humanitarian mothes. 

l those who would trade our freedom for 
security have -embarked on this down• 
ward course. 

In this vote .. harvesting time they use 
terms like '"the Great Society;• or, as we 
were toid a short time ago by the President, 
we must accepi a "greater government 
activity in the affairs of the people." But 
they have been a little more explicit in the 
past, and among themselves-and all of 
these things that I now will quote have ap .. 
peared in print. These are not Republican 
accusations. 

For example. they have voices that say 
"the cold war will end through our ac­
ceptance of a not undemocratic socialism." 
Another voice says that the profit motive 
has become outmoded; it must be replaced 
by the incentives of the welfare state, or 
out:' traditional system of individual freedom 
is incapable of sotving the complex 
problems of the 20th. Century. 

Sen. Fulbright has said at Stanford 
University that the Constitution is out­
moded. He referred to the President as 
our moral teacher, and our leader~ and he 
said he is hobbled in his task by the re .. 
strictions in power imposed on him by this 
antiquated document. He must be freed so 
that he can do for us what he knows is 
best. 

And Se1. Clark of Pennsylvania, 
another at ti., ufate spokesman. defines lib­
eralism as 'Eneeting the material needs of 
tl1c nia~3 . u vugh the f uli puwc:r of cen­
tralized gov ment." Well, I for <>ne re­
sent it when a representative of the people 
refers to you and me-the free men and 
women of this country-as .. the masses." 
This is a term we haven't applied to our­
selves in America. 

Government Coercion. 
But beyond that, "the full power of 

centraJized government•• -this was the very 
thing the founding fathers sought to 
minimize~ They knew that governments 
don'< control things. A government can't 
control the economy without controlling 
people. And they know when a govern· 
ment sets out to do that, it must use force 
and coercion to achieve its purpose. 

They also knew, those founding Fath· 
ers,. that outside of its legitimate functions. 
government docs nothing as well or as 
economically as the private sector of the 
economy. Now, i,ye have no better ex­
ample of this than the government's in­
volvement in the farm economy over the 
last 30 years. Since 1955 the cost of this 
program has nearly doubled. One-fourth 
of farming in America is responsible for 
85 per cent of the farm surplus. threc­
fourths of farming is out on the free market 
and has shown a 21 per cent increase in 
the per capita consumption of all its 
produce. You see that one-fourth of farm­
ing that's regulated and controlled by the 
federal government? 

!n the last three years we have spent 
S43 in the feed grain program for every 
dollar bushel of corn we don't grow. Sen. 
Humphrey last week charged that Barry 
Goldwater as President would seek to elimi· 
nate farmers. He should do his homework 
a little better. because he will find out 
that we have had a d1;eline of 5 million 
in the farm population under these govem­
ment programs. 

He wilt also find that the Democratic 
Administration has sought to Set from 
Congress an extension of i:he farm program 
to include that thi:-ce·fourths that is now 
free. He will find that they have also 
asked for the right to imprison farmers 
who wouldn't keep books as prescribed by 
the federal government~ 

Reprinted from Nov. 28, 1964 Issue of Human Events. 410 first St. S.E., Washington 3, o.c. 

The secretary of agriculture asked 
for the right to seize farms-~o seize farms 
through condemnation and resell them to 
other individuals. And contained in that 
same program was a provision that would 
have allowed the federal government to re· 
move two million farmers from the soil. 

At the same time there has been 
an increase in the Department of Agri­
culture employes. There is now one 
for ev~ 30 farms in the United States 
and still they can't tell us how 66 ship­
loads of grain headed for Austria dis­
appeared without a trace, and Biiiy 
Sol Estes never left shore!· 

Every responsible farf!:'ler and farm or­
ganization has repeatedly asked the govern· 
ment to free the farm economy, but who 
are farmers to know what is best for them? 
The wheat farmers voted against a wheat 
program. The government passed it any­
way. Now the price of bread goes up; 
the price of wheat to the farmer goes down. 

Assault on Freedom 
Meanwhile, back in the city, under 

urban renewal, the assault on freedom 
carries on. Private property rights are so 
diluted that public interest is almost any­
thing that a few government planners decide 
it should be. !n a program that takes 
from the needy and gives to the greedy. we 
sec such spectacles as in Cleveland~ Ohio. a 
million and a half dollar building, com· 
pleted only three years ago. must be de· 
strayed to make way for what govern· 
ment -officials caU a "more compatible use 
of the land." 

The President tells us he is now going 
to start building public housing units in the 
thousands where heretofore we have on!y 
built them in the hundreds. B . .lt FHA and 
the Veterans Administration tell us that 
they have 120.-000 units they'vf• taken back 
through mortgage foreclosures. 

for three decades we have sought to 
solve the problems of unemployment 
through government planning, and the 
more the plans fail, the more planners 
plan. The latest is the Area Redevelop­
ment Agency. They have just declared 
Rice County, Kan.. a depressed area. 
Rice County, Kan., has 200 wells, and the 
14,000 people there have over $30 million 
on d~osit in personal savings in their 
banks. When the government tells you 
you are depressed. lie down and be 
depressed! 

We have so many people who can't sec 
a fat man standing beside a thin one with­
out coming to the conclusion that the fat 

man got that way by taking advantage of 
the thin one! So they arc going, to -solve 
au the problems of human misery through 
government and government planningw 

Well. now. if the government planning 
and welfare had the answer, and they've 
had almost 30 years of it, shoutdn 't we ex- -
pect the government to read the score to us 
once in a while? 

Shouldn't they be telling us about the 
decline each year in the number of people 
needing help? . . . The reduction in the 
need for public housing? But the reverse 
is true. Each year the need grows greater. 
the problem grows greater. We were told 
four years ago that 17 million people went 
to bed hungry each night. Well, that was 
probably true. They were all on a diet! 

But now we are told that 9.3 mil­
lion families in this country are pov .. 
erty stricken on the basis of earning 
Jess than $3,000 a year. Wetfue 
spending is ten times greater than in 
the dark depths of the depression. We 
arc spending 545 billion on welfare. 
Now do a little arithmetic and you will 
find that if we divided 545 billlon up 
equally among those 9 million poor 
families, we would be able to give each 
family $4,600 a year, and this, added 
to their present income, should eli­
minate poverty! 

Direct aid to the poor, however. is run .. 
ning only about 5600 per family. It seems 
that someplace there must be some over• 
head. So now we declare ·•war on Pov­
erty," or "You. Too, Can Be A Bobby 
Baker!" 

Now, do they honestly C:X.l)(:ct us to bc­
livc that if we add SI billion to the $45 
billion we arc spending . . . one more 
program to the 30-odd we have (and re· 
member, this new program doesn't repbc: 
any, it just duplicates existing programs) 
. • . . Do they believe that poverty is 
suddenly going to disappear by magic? 

Well, in all fairness I should explain 
that there is one part of the new program 
that isn't duplicated. This is the youth 
feature. We arc now going to solve the 
dropout problem, juvenile delinquency, by 
reinstituting something like the <>id CCC 
camps. and we are going to put our young 
people in camps; but again we do some 
arithmetic~ and we find that we are going to 
spend. each year just on l'.'oom and board 
for each y<>ung person that we help $4, 700 
a year! 

We can send them to Harvard for 
$2, 700! D<>n't get me wrong. I'm not 

'Share the Wealth,' but Someone Else's 
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Ronald Reagan. until recently a life~ 
tong Democrat. delivered what many 
feet to be the outstanding speech 
of the 1964 campaign in support 
of Barry Goldwater's presidential 
t;andidacy. 

suggesting that Harvard is the answer to 
juvenile delinquency. 

But seriously. what are we doing to 
those we seek to help? Not too long ago. 
a judge called me here in Los Angeles. ae 
told me of a young woman who had come 
before hlm for a divorce. 

She had six children, was pregnant with 
her seventh. Under his questioning, she 
revealed her husband was a laborer earn .. 
ing $250 a month. She wanted a divorce 
so that she could get an S80 raise. She is 
digible for 5330 a month in the aid to de­
pendent children program. She got the 
idea from two women in her neighborhood 
who hat.I already done that very thing. 

Y1.:t any time you and 1 question the 
'>t.:h1.:me .. of the J-0~guodcrs. \.\.f!" are de~ 
m>u1u.:cd .t... hdng ag.arn':>t tht:ir humanitarian 
,,:1).1h. I"lwy -.ay \\I.! arc alway':> ··aga1n':>l •• 
rllmg:-.. w .. ·H·r "tor .. ;;tnythmg. \Vi.:lf. lhc 
troublt.< with our liberal fricm.Js is not that 
they -Jrc ignorant. but tha1 they know so 
much that i::?> not so! 

We are for a provision that destitution 
?l.houJd not follow unemployment by rea~ 
son of old aee. and to that end we have 
·accepted Soci3J Security as a step toward 
meeting rhe problem. But we are against 
those entrusted with this program when 
they practice deception regarding its fiscal 
~hortcomings. when they charge that any 
criticism of the program means that we 
want to end payments to those people who 
depend on them for a livelihood. 

Thev have called it insurance to us 
in a · hundred million pieces of 
lit•.:-rature. But then they appeared be.. 
fore the Supreme Court and they testi­
fied that it was a welfare program. 
Thev oniv use the term ufosurance" to 
sell ·it to the people. And they said 
Social Securitv dues are a tax for the 
general use oi the government, and the 
government has used that tax. 
There is no fund, because Robert 
Byers, the acturarial head, appeared 
before a congressional committee and 
admitted that Social S..urity as of this 
moment is S298 billion in the hole. 

But he said there should be no cause 
for worry because as long as they have the 
power to tax. they could always take away 
from the people whatever they needed to 
bail them out of trouble! And thev are 
doing JUSt that. · 

Social Security 
A young man. 21 years of age, working 

at an average salary . his Social Se· 
~urity contribution would, in the open 
market, buy him an insurance policy that 
would guarantee 52.10 a month at age 65. 
The government promises S l27! He could 
Jive it up until he is 31 and then take out 
a policy that woul-d pay more than Social 
Security. 

Now are we so lacking in business sense 
lhat we can't put this program on a sound 
basis s<> that people who do require those 

payments will find that they can get them 
wren they are due . , . that the cupboard 
isn't bare'! Barry Goldwater thinks we can. 

At the same time, can't we ~ntroduce 
voluntarv features that would permit a 
cttizen tO do better on-- his own~ to be ex~ 
cused upon presentation of evidence t~at 
he had made provisions for the non--earnmg 
years? 

Should we not atlow a widow with 
children to work. and not lose the benefits 
supposedly paid for by her deceased hus-­
band? Shouldn · t you and l be allowed to 
dedare who our beneficiaries will be under 
these programs, .. which we cannot do? I 
lhink we are for telling our senior citiz~ns 
that no one in this countrv should be denied 
medical care. because of .; tack of funds. 

But t think we are again-st forcing all 
citizens. regardless of need. into a com· 
pulsory government program~ especially 
when we have such exam pies. as announced 
last week. when France admitted that their 
~edicare program was now bankrupt. 
They've come to the end of the road. 

In addition. was Barry Goldwater so ir­
responsible when he suggested that our gov­
ernment give up its program of deliberate 
planned int1ation so that when you do g~t 
your Social Security pension. a doHar will 
buv a dollar's worth. and not 45 
ceO:ts worth? 

I think we are for the international 
organization. where the nations of the 
world can seek peace. But I think we are 
against subordinating American interests 
to an organization that has become so 
structurally unsound that today you can 
muster a two-thirds vote on the floor of the 
General Assembly among nations that rep· 
resent less than to per cent of the world's 
popuJation. 

I think we are against the hypocrisy 
of assailing our allies because here and 
there they cling to a colony, while we 
engage in a conspiracy of silence and 
nHer open our mouths about the mil· 
lions of people enslaved in Sovie« cot .. 
onies in th-e- saceflite nations. 

I think we are for aiding our allies by 
.,haring o!' our material blc$sing:~ with those 
nations "hich share in our fundamental be .. 
liefs, but we arc against doling oul money 
to governments. creating bureaucracy. if 
not socialism~ all -over the world. We 
set out to help 19 countries. We are help. 
ing 107. 

We spent $146 billion. With that 
money, we bought a $2 million yacht for 
Haile Selasse. We bought dress suits for 
Greek undertakers. extra wives for Kenya 
government officials. We bought a thou­
sand TV sets for a place where they have 
no electricity. fn the last six years. 52 
nations have bought S7 billion of our gold, 
and all 52 are receiving foreign aid from us. 

Advance of Socialism 
No government ever voluntarily reduces 

itself in sizew Government programs .. once 
launched. never disappe3.r. Actually~ a 
government bureau is the nearest th.ing to 
eternal life we·n ever see on this earth! 

Federal employes number 2.5 million. 
These proliferating bureaus with their thous­
ands of regulations have cost us many of 
our constitutional safeguards.. How many 
of us realize that today federal agents can 
invade a man ·s property without a formal 
hearing, let alone a trial by jury. and they 
can seize and sell his property in auction to 
enforce the payment of that fine? 

In. Chico County, Ark., James Wier 
overplanted his rice allotment. The gov· 
ernment obtained a Sl7~000 judgment. and 
a U.S. marshal sold his 950-acre farm at 
auction. The government said it was nee· 
essary as a warning to others to make the 
system work! 

Last February l9 at the University of 
Minnesota, Ncrman Thomas, six times can· 
didate for President on the Socialist party 
ticket. said "if Barry Goldwater became 
President, he would slop the advance of 
s.ocialism in the United States." l think 
that's exactly what he will do! 

As a former Democrat. I can tell you 
Norman Thomas isn't the only man who 
has drawn this parallel to socialism with 
the present Administration. Back in 1936, 
Mr. Democrat himself. Al Smith, the great 
American. came before the American 

people and charged that the leadership of 
his party was taking the party of Jefferson, 
Jackson and Cleveland down the road 
under the banners of Marx. Lenin and 
Stalin. 

And he waJked away from his party, 
and he never returned to the day he 
died, because to this day the leader .. 
ship of that party has been taking that 
party, that honorable party, down the 
road in the image of the Labor Socialist 
party of England. 

Now it doesn't require expropriation 
or confiscation of private property or busi~ 
ness to impose socialism upon a people. 
What does it mean~ whether you hold the 
deed or the title to your business or prop .. 
erty. if the government holds the power of 
life and death over that business or prop .. 
erty'? Such machinery already exists~ 

The government can find some charge 
to bring against any concern it chooses to 
prosecute. Every businessman has his own 
tale of harassment. Somewhere a per· 
version has taken place. Our natural. in .. 
alienable rights are now considered to be a 
dispensation from government. and free­
dom has never been s:o fragile. so close to 
slipping from our grasp as it is at this 
moment. 

Freedom in Danger 
Our Democratic opponents seem un­

willing to debate these issues. They want 
to make you. and I think that this is a 
contest between two men . . . that we are 
to choose just between two personalities. 
Well, what of this man they would destroy 
. . . and in destroying. they would de­
stroy that which he represents. the ideas 
that you and l hold dear? 

ls he the brash and shallow and trig· 
ger-happy man they say he is? Well, r 
have been privileged to know him "when." 
I knew him long before he ever dreamed 
oi trying for high office, and I can tell 
you personally I have never known a man 
in my life I believe so incapable of doing 
a dish.onest or dishonorable thing. 

This is a man who in his own busi· 
ness. before he entered politi(:S. instituted a 
profit .. sharing pfan, before uryions had even 
thought of it. He put i_, health and 
medicat insurance for all his employes. He 
took 50 per cent of the profits before taxes 
and set up a retirement p)an, a pension 
plan for all his employes. 

He sent monthly checks for life to an 
employe who was ill and couldn't work. 
He provides nursing care for the children 
of mothers who work in the stores. When 
Mexico was ravaged by the floods from the 
Rio Grande. he climbed into his airplane and 
flew medicine and supplies down there. 

An ex-GI told me how he met him. It 
was the week before Christmas. during the 
Korean War, and he was at the Los 
Angeles airport trying to get a ride home to 
Arizona~ and he said that there were a tot 
of servicemen there and no seats available 
on the planes. Then a voice came over the 
loudspeaker and said, ''Any men in uni .. 
form wanting a ride to Arizona~ go to run­
way such-and·such, .. and they went down 
there~ and there was a fellow named Barry 
Goldwater sitting in his plane. 

Every day in the weeks before Christ­
mas. all day long, he would load up the 
plane. fly to Arizona. fly them to their 
h.omes, then fly back over to get another 
load. During the hectic split-second tim­
ing of a campaign, this is a man who took 
time out to sit beside an old friend who­
was dying of cancer. 

His campaign managers were under­
standably impatient, but he said, '"There 
aren't many ldt who care what happens 
to her. I'd like her to know that I care." 
This is a man who said to his l9~year~oJd 
son, .. There is no foundation like the 
rock of honesty and fairness. and when 
you begin to build your life upon that 
rock, with the cement of the faith in God 
that you have, then you have a real stan~0 

This is not a man who could care­
lessly send o-ther people's sons to w-ar. 
And that is the issue of this campaign 
that makes all of the other problems 
( have discussed academic. unless we 
realize that we are in a war that must 
be won. Those who would trade our 
freedom for the soup kitchen of the 
welfare state have told us that they 

have a utopian solution of peace witft... 
out victory. They call their policy 
0 accommodation." And they say if 
we only avoid any direct confrontation 
with the enemy, he will forget his Hit 
ways and learn to love us. AU who 
oppose them are indicted as 
warmongers. 

They say we offer simple answers to 
complex problems. Well. perhaps there is 
a simple answer . . not an easy one . . . 
but a simple one. If you and [ have 
the courage to tell our elected officials 
that we want our national policy based 
upon what we know in our hearts is 
morally right. we cannot buy our security. 
our freedom from the threat of the bomb _ 
bv committing an immoraJity so great as 
s3.ying to a billion human bein$5 n~w in 
slavery behind the Iron Curtain. "Gtve up 
your dreams of freedom. because, to save 
our own skin. we are willing to make a 
deal with your slave~master." 

Alexander Hamilton said. 0 A nation 
which can prefer disgrace to danger is pre­
pared for a master. and deserves one!,. 
Let's set the record straight. There is no 
argument over the choice between peace 
and war~ but there is only one guaranteed 
way you can have peace . . . and you can 
have it in the next second . . surrender! 

Admittedly there is a risk in any course 
we follow. Either course we follow other 
than this, but every lesson in history tells 
us that the greater risk lies in appease. 
ment. and this is the specter our welt .. 
meaning liberal friends refuse to face . . . 
that their policy of .. accommodation is ap~ 
peasement, and it gives no choice between 
peace and war. only between fight or sur­
render. If we continue to accommodate. 
continue to back and retreat, eventually we. 
have to face the final demand-the 
ultimatum. 

And what then~ when Nikita Khru­
shchev has told his people he knows what 
our answer will be? He has told them that 
we are retreating under the pressure of the 
cold war and some day when the time 
comes to deliver the ultimatum. our sur .. 
render will be voluntary because by ,that 
time we will have been weakened from 
within. spiritually. morally and 
economically. 

He believes this because from our 
side he has heard voi«s pleadin2 for 
a .. peace at any price,"'tor ... better Red 
than dead." Or as one commentator 
put it. he would rather ... Live on his 
knees than die on his feet. n 

And therein lies the road to war. be· 
cause those voices don't speak for the rest 
of us. You and I know and do not be­
lieve that life is so dear and peace so 
sweet as !o be purchased at the price of 
chains and slavery. 

If nothing in life is worth dying for, 
when did this begin. . . . Just in the face 
of the enemy ... or should Moses have 
told the children of Isreal to live in slavery 
under the Pharoahs? Should Christ have 
refused the cross? Should the patriots at 
Concord Bridge have thrown down their 
guns and refused to fire the shot heard 
'round the world? 

The martyrs of history were not fools. 
and our honored dead who gave their lives. 
to stop the advance of the Nazis didn't 
die in vain! Where. then., is the road to 
peace? Well, it's a simple answer after 
all. You and I nave the courage to say 
to our enemies~ HThere is a price we will 
not pay." There Is a point beyond which 
they must not advance! This is the 
meaning in the phrase of Barry Goldwater's 
•

1 peace through strength!·· 

Winston Churchill said that the destiny of 
man is not measured by material compu­
tation. When great forces are on the move 
in the world, we learn we are spirits, not 
animals. And he said there is something 
going on in time and space, and beyond 
time and space. which, whether we like it 
or not, spells duty. 

You and I have a rendezous with 
destiny. We will preserve for our chil­
dren this, the last best hope for rnan 
on earth, or we will sentence them to 
take the last step into a thousand years 
of darkness. 

We will keep the mind and remember 
that Barry Goldwater has faith in us. He 
has faith that you and I have the ability 
and the dignitY and the right to make our 
own decisions and determine our own 
destiny. 
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A TIME FOR 

CHOOSING 
Following is speech by Ronald Reagan, 

October 27, San Francisco, Calif. 

Thank you very much. Thank you, and 
good evening. The sponsor has been identified, 
but unlike most television programs, the per­
former hasn't been provided with a script. As 
a matter of fact, I have been permitted to 
choose my own words and discuss my own 
ideas regarding the choice that we face in the 
next few weeks. 

I have spent most of my life as a Democrat. 
I recently have seen fit to follow another 
course. I believe that the issues confronting 
us cross party lines. Now one side in this 
campaign has been telling us that the issues of 
this election are the maintenance of peace and 
prosperity. The line has been used, "We've 
never had it so good!" But I have an uncom­
fortable feeling that this prosperity isn't some­
thing upon which we can base our hopes for 
the future. No nation in history has ever sur­
vived a tax burden that reached a third of its 
national income. Today 37 cents out of every 
dollar earned in .this country is the tax collec­
tor's share, and yet our government continues 
to spend 17 million dollars a day more than 
the government takes in. We haven't balanced 
our budget 28 out of the last 34 years. We 
have raised our debt limit three times in the 
last I 2 months, and now our national debt is 
1 Y2 times bigger than all the combined debts 
of all the nations of the world. We have 15 
billion dollars in gold in our treasury-we 
don't own an ounce. Foreign dollars claims are 
27.3 billion dollars, and we have just had an­
nounced that the dollar of 1939 will now pur­
chase 45 cents in its total value. As for the 
peace that we would preserve, I wonder who 
among us would like to approach the wife or 
mother whose husband or son has died in Viet 
Nam and ask them if they think this is a peace 
that should be maintained indefinitely. Do 
they mean peace, or do they mean we just 
want to be left in peace? There can be no real 
peace while one American is dying some place 
in the world for the rest of us. We are at war 
with the most dangerous enemy that has ever 
faced mankind in his long climb from the 
swamp to the stars, and it has been said if we 
lose that war, and in so doing lose this way of 
freedom of ours, history will record with the 
greatest astonishment that those who had the 
most to Jose did the least to prevent its hap­
pening. 

Well, I think its time to ask ourselves if we 
still know the freedoms intended for us by the 
Founding Fathers. 

Not too long ago two friends of mine were 
talking to a Cuban refugee, a business man 
who had escaped from Castro, and in the 
midst of his story one of my friends turned 
to the other and said, "We don't know how 
lucky we are." And the Cuban stopped and 
said, "How lucky you are! I had some place 
to escape to." In that sentence he told us the 
entire story. If we lose freedom here, there is 
no place to escape to. This is the last stand on 
earth, and this idea that government is be­
holden to the people, that it has no other 
source of power except the sovereign people, 
is still the newest and most unique idea in all 
the long history of man's relation to man. 

This is the issue of this election, whether 
we believe in our capacity for self-government 
or whether we abandon the American Revolu­
tion and confess that a little intellectual elite 
in a far-distant capital can plan our lives for 
us better than we can plan them ourselves. 

You and I are told increasingly that we 
have to choose between a left or right, but I 
would like to suggest that there is no such 
thing as a left or right. There is only an up or 
down-up to man's age-old dream-the ulti­
mate in individual freedom consistent with law 
and order--or down to the ant heap of totali­
tarianism, and, regardless of their sincerity, 

their humanitarian motives, those who would 
trade our freedom for security have embarked 
on this downward course. In this vote-harvest­
ing time they use terms like "the great so­
ciety," or, as we were told a short time ago by 
the President, we must accept a "greater gov­
ernment activity in the affairs of the people." 
But they have been a little more explicit in the 
past, and among themselves-and all of these 
things that I now will quote have appeared in 
print. These are not Republican accusations. 
For example, they have voices that say "the 
cold war will end through our acceptance of 
a not undemocratic socialism." Another voice 
says that the profit motive has become out­
moded; it must be replaced by the incentives 
of the welfare state, or our traditional system of 
individual freedom is incapable of solving the 
complex problems of the 20th century. Sena­
tor Fullbright has said at Stanford University 
that the Constitution is outmoded. He referred 
to the President as our moral teacher, and our 
leader, and he said he is hobbled in his task 
by the restrictions in power imposed on him by 
this antiquated document. He must be freed so 
that he can do for us what he knows is best. 
And Senator Clark of Pennsylvania, another 
articulate spokesman, defines liberalism as 
"meeting the material needs of the masses 
through the full. power of centralized govern­
ment." Well, I for one resent it when a repre­
sentative of the people refers to you and me­
the free men and women of this country-as 
"the masses." This is a term we haven't ap­
plied to ourselves in America. But beyond 
that, "the full power of centralized govern­
ment"-this was the very thing the Founding 
Fathers sought to minimize. They knew that 
governments don't control things. A govern­
ment can't control the economy without con­
trolling people. And they know when a gov­
ernment sets out to do that. it must use force 
and coercion to achieve its purpose. They also 
knew, those Founding Fathers. that outside of 
its legitimate functions, government does noth­
ing as well or as economically as the private 
sector of the economy. Now, we have no bet­
ter example of this than the government's in­
volvement in the farm economy over the last. 
30 years. Since 1955 the cost of this program 
has nearly doubled. One-fourth of farming in 
America is responsible for 85 per cent of the 
farm surplus. three-fourths of farming is out 
on the free market and has shown a 21 per 
cent increase in the per capita consumption of 
all its produce. You see. that. one-fourth of 
farming that's regulated and controlled by the 
federal government. In the last three years we 
have spent 43 dollars in the feed grain pro­
gram for every dollar bushel of corn we don't 
grow. Senator Humphrey last week charged 
that Barry Goldwater as President would seek 
to eliminate farmers. He should do his home­
work a little better. because he will find out 
that we have had a decline of 5 million in the 
farm population under these government pro­
grams. He will also find that the Democratic 
Administration has sought to get from Con­
gress an extension of the farm program to in­
clude that three-fourths that is ·now free. He 
will find that they have also asked for the right 
to imprison farmers who wouldn't keep books 
as prescribed by the federal government. The 
Secretary of Agriculture asked for the right to 
seize farms-to seize farms through condemna­
tion and resell them to other individuals. And 
contained in that same program was a pro­
vision that would have allowed the federal gov­
ernment to remove 2 million farmers from the 
soil. 

At the same time there has been an increase 
in the Department of Agriculture employees. 
There is now one for every 30 farms in the 
U. S. and still they can't tell us how 66 ship­
loads of grain headed for Austria disappeared 
without a trace, and Billy Sol Estes never left 
shore! Every responsible farmer and farm or­
ganization has repeatedly asked the govern­
ment to free the farm economy, but who are 
farmers to know what is best for them? The 
wheat farmers voted against a wheat program. 
The government passed it anyway. Now the 
price of bread goes up; the price of wheat to 
the farmer goes down. Meanwhile, back in the 
city, under urban renewal, the assault on free­
dom carries on. Private property rights are so 
diluted that public interest is almost anything 
that a few government planners decide it 
should be. In a program that takes from the 
needy and gives to the greedy, we see such 
spectacles as in Cleveland, Ohio, a million and 
a half dollar building, completed only. three 
years ago, must· be destroyed to make way for 



what government officials call a "more com­
patible use of the land." The President tells us 
he is now going to start building public housing 
units in the thousands where heretofore we 
have only built them in the hundreds. But 
FHA and the Veterans Administration tell us 
that they have 120 thousand units they've 
taken back through mortgage foreclosures. For 
three decades we have sought to solve the 
problems of unemployment through govern­
ment planning, and the more the plans fail, the 
more planners plan. The latest is the Area 
Redevelopment Agency. They have just de­
clared Rice County, Kansas a depressed area. 
Rice County, Kansas, has two hundred oil 
wells, and the 14,000 people there have over 
thirty million dollars on deposit in personal 
savings in their banks. When the government 
tells you you are depressed, lie down and be 
depressed! 

We have so many people who can't see a 
fat man standing beside a thin one without 
coming to the conclusion that the fat man got 
that way by taking advantage of the thin one! 
So they are going to solve all the problems of 
human misery through government and govern­
ment planning. Well, now if the government 
planning and welfare had the answer, and 
they've had almost thirty years of it, shouldn't 
we expect the government to read the score 
to us once in a while? 

Shouldn't they be telling us about the de­
cline each year in the number of people need­
ing help? . . . The reduction in the need for 
public housing? But the reverse is true. Each 
year the need grows greater, the problem 
grows greater. We were told four years ago 
that seventeen million people went to bed 
hungry each night. Well, that was probably 
true. They were all on a diet! But now we are 
told that 9.3 million families in this country 
are poverty stricken on the basis of earning 
less than $3,000 a year. Welfare spending is 
ten times greater than in the dark depths of 
the depression. We are spending 45 billion 
dollars on welfare. Now do a little arith­
metic and you will find that if we divided 45 
billion dollars up equally among those 9 mil­
lion poor families, we would be able to give 
each family $4,600 a year, and this. added to 
their present income. should eliminate pov­
erty! 

Direct aid to the poor, however, is run­
ning only about $600 per family. It seems that 
someplace there must be some overhead. So 
now we declare "War on Poverty" or "You. 
Too, Can Be A Bobby Baker!" 

Now do they honestly expect us to believe 
that if we add t 00 billion dollars to the 45 
billion we are spending . . . one more pro­
gram to the 30 odd we have, (and remember, 
this new program doesn't replace any, it just 
duplicates existing programs) .... Do they 
believe that poverty is suddenly going to dis­
appear by magic? Well, in all fairness I should 
explain that there is one part of the new 
program that isn't duplicated. This is the youth 
feature. We are now going to solve the drop­
out problem, juvenile delinquency, by reinsti­
tuting something like the old CCC camps, and 
we are going to put our young people in 
camps; but again we do some arithmetic, and 
we find that we are going to spend each year 
just on room and board for each young person 
that we help $4,700 a year! We can send them 
to Harvard for $2,700! Don't get me wrong. 
I'm not suggesting that Harvard is the answer 
to juvenile delinquency! 

But seriously, what are we doing to those 
we seek to help? Not too long ago, a. judge 
called me here in Los Angeles. He told me of 
a young woman who had come before him for 
a divorce. 

She had six children, was pregnant with her 
seventh. Under his questioning, she revealed 
her husband was a laborer earning $250 a 
month. She wanted a divorce so that she could 
get an $80 raise. She is eli!Pble for $330 a 
month in the aid to dependent children pro­
gram. She got the idea from two women in her 
neighborhood who had already done that very 
thing. Yet any time you and I question the 
schemes of the do-gooders, we are denounced 
as being against their humanitarian goals. Thev 
say we are always "against" thinl!S, never "for" 
anythinir. Well, the trouble with our liberal 
friends is not that they are i~orant. but that 
they know so much that is not so! We are for 
a provision that destitution should not follow 
unemployment by reason of old-age, and to 
that end we have accepted Social Security as a 
step toward meeting the problem. But we are 

against those entrusted with this program when 
they practice deception regarding its fiscal 
~hortcomings, when they charge that any critic­
ism of the program means that we want to end 
payments to those people who depend on them 
for a livelihood. They have called it insurance 
to us in a hundred million pieces of literature. 
But then they appeared before the Supreme 
Court and they testified that it was a welfare 
program. They only use the term "insurance" 
to sell it to the people. And they said Social 
Security dues are a tax for the general use of 
the government, and the government has used 
that tax. There is no fund, because Robert 
Byers, the acturarial head, appeared before a 
Congressional Committee and admitted that 
Social Security as of this moment is 298 billion 
dollars in the hole! But he said there should be 
no cause for worry because as long as they 
have the power to tax, they could always take 
away from the people whatever they needed to 
bail them out of trouble! And they are doing 
just that. 

A young man, 21 years of age, working at 
an average salary ... his Social Security con­
tribution would, in the open market, buy him 
an insurance policy that would guarantee $220 
a month at age 65. The government promises 
$127! He could live it up until he is 31 and 
then take out a policy that would pay more 
than Social Security. Now are we so lacking in 
business sense that we can't put this program 
on a sound basis so that people who do require 
those payments will find that they can get them 
when they are due . . . that the cupboard 
isn't bare? Barry Goldwater thinks we can. At 
the same time, can't we introduce voluntary 
features that would permit a citizen to do bet­
ter on his own, to be excused upon presenta­
tion of evidence that he had made provisions 
for the non-earning years? 

Should we not allow a widow with children 
to work, and not lose the benefits supposedly 
paid for by her deceased husband? Shouldn't 
you and I be allowed to declare who our 
beneficiaries will be under these programs. 
which we cannot do? I think we are for telling 
our sanior citizens that no one in this country 
should be denied medical care, because of a 
Jack of funds. But I think we are against forc­
ing all citizens, regardless of need. into a com­
pulsory government program. especially when 
we have such examples. as announced last 
week, when France admitted that their Medi­
care program was now bankrupt. They've come 
to the end of the road. 

In addition, was Barry Goldwater so irre­
sponsible when he suggested that our govern­
ment give up its program of deliberate planned 
inflation so that when you do get your Social 
Security pension, a dollar will buy a dollar's 
worth, and not 45 cents worth? I think we are 
for the international organization. where the 
nations of the world can seek peace. But I 
think we are against subordinating American 
interests to an organization that has become so 
structurally unsound that today you can muster 
a two-thirds vote on the floor of the General 
Assembly among nations that represent less 
than 10 percent of the world's population. r 
think we are against the hypocrisy of assailing 
our Allies because here and there they cling 
to a colony, while we engage in a conspiracy 
of silence and never open our mouths about 
the millions of people enslaved in Soviet col­
onies in the satellite nations. 

I think we are for aiding our allies by shar­
ing of our material blessings with those na­
tions which share in our fundamental beliefs, 
but we are against doling out money to gov­
ernments, creating bureaucracy, if not social­
ism, all over the world. We set out to help 19 
countries. We are helping 107. We spent $146 
billion. With that money, we bought a $2 
million yacht for Haile Selassee. We bought 
dress suits for Greek undertakers, extra wives 
for Kenya government officials. We bought a 
thousand TV sets for a place where they have 
no electricity. In the last six years, 52 nations 
have bought $7 billion of our gold, and all 52 
are receiving foreign aid from us. No govern­
ment ever voluntarily reduces itself in size. 
Government programs, once launched, never 
disappear. Actually, a government bureau is 
the nearest thing to eternal life we'll ever see 
on this earth! 

Federal employees number 250 million. 
These proliferating bureaus with their thous­
ands of regulations have cost us many of our 
Constitutional safeguards. How many of us 
realize that today federal agents can invade a 
man's property without a warrant? They can 
impose a fine without a formal hearing, let 
alone a trial by jury, and they can seize and 
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man Thomas isn't the only man who has drawn human beings now in slavery behind the Iron 
this parallel to socialism with the present Ad- Curtain, "Give up your dreams of freedom, be-
ministration. Back in 1936, Mr. Democrat, cause, to save our own skin, we are willing to 
himself, Al Smith, the Great American, came make a deal with your slave-masters." Alex-
before the American people and charged that antler Hamilton said, "A nation which can 
the leadership of his party was taking the party prefer disgrace to danger is prepared for a 
of Jefferson, Jackson, and Cleveland, down the master, and deserves one!" Let's set the rec-
road under the banners of Marx, Lenin and ord straight. There is no argument over the 
Stalin. And he walked away from his party, choice between peace and war, but there is 
and he never returned to the day he died, be- only one guaranteed way you can have peace 
cause to this day, the leadership of that party ... and you can have it in the next second ... 
has been taking that party, that honorable surrender! Admittedly there is a risk in any 
party, down the road in the image of the Labor course we follow. Either course we follow 
Socialist Party of England. Now it doesn't re- other than this, but every lesson in history tells 
quire expropriation or confiscation of private us that the greater risk lies in appeasement. 
property or business to impose socialism upon and this is the spector our well-meaning liberal 
a people. What does it mean, whether you friends refuse to face . . . that their policy of 
hold the deed or the title to your business or accommodation is appeasement, and it gives no 
property, if the government holds the power choice between peace and war, only between 
of life and death over that business or prop- fight or surrender. If we continue to accom-
erty? Such machinery already exists. The gov- modate. continue to back and retreat. eventu-
emment can find some charge to bring against ally we have to face the final demand-the 
any concern it chooses to prosecute. Every ultimatum. 
businessman has his own tale of harrassment. And what then, when Nikita Khrushchev 
Somewhere a perversion has taken place. Our has told his people he knows what our answer 
natural, inalienable rights are now considered will be? He has told them that we are retreat-
to be a dispensation from government. and ing under the pressure of the cold war and 
freedom has never been so fragile, so close to some day when the time comes to deliver the 
slipping from our grasp as it is at this moment. ultimatum. our surrender will be voluntary be-
Our Democratic opponents seem unwilling to cause by that time we will have been weakened 
debate these issues. They want to make you from within spiritually. morally and econom-
and I think that this is a contest between two ically. He believes this because from our side 
men . . . that we are to choose just between he has heard voices pleading for a peace at any 
two personalities. Well, what of this man they price. pleading for "peace at any price." or 
would destroy ... and in destroying, they "better Red than dead." Or as one eommen-
would destroy that which he represents. the tator put it. he would.rather "Live on his knees 
ideas that you and I hold dear. than die on his feet." And therein lies the 

Is he the brash and shallow and trigger- road to war. because those voices don't speak 
happy man they say he is? Well. I have been for the rest of us. You and I know and do not 
privileged to know him "when." I knew him believe that life is so dear and peace so sweet 
long before he ever dreamed of trying for high as to be purchased at the price of chains and 
office, and I can tell you personally I have slavery. If nothinit in life is worth dying for. 
never known a man in my life I believe so in- when did this begin. . . . Just in the face of 
capable of doing a dishonest or dishonorable this enemy ... or should Moses have told the 
thing. children of Israel to live in slaverv under the 

This is a man who in his own business. be- Pharoahs? Should Christ have 'refused the 
fore he entered politics, instituted a profit- cross? Should the patriots at Concord Bridge 
sharing plan, before unions had even thought have thrown down their guns and refused to 
of it. He put in health and medical insurance fire the shot heard 'round the world? The 
for all his employees. He took 50 per cent of martyrs of history were not fools. and our hon-
the profits before taxes and set up a retirement ored dead who gave their lives to stop the ad-
plan, a pension plan for all his employees. He vance of the Nazis didn't die in vain! Where. 
sent monthly checks for life to an employee then. is the road to peace? Well, it's a simple 
who was ill and couldn't work. He provides answer after all. You and I have the courage 
nursing care for the children of mothers who to say to our enemies. "There is a price we 
work in the stores. When Mexico was ravaged will not pay." There is a paint beyond which 
by the floods from the Rio Grande, he climbed they must not advance! This is the meaning 
in his airplane and flew medicine and supplies in the phrase of Barry Goldwater's "Peace 
down there. Through Strength!" Winston Ch~rchill said 

An ex-GI told me how he met him. It was that destiny of man is not measured by ma-
the week before Christmas, during the Korean terial computation. When great forces are on 
War, and he was at the Los Angeles airport the move in the world, we learn we are spirits, 
trying to get a ride home to Arizona, and he not animals. And he said there is something 
said that there were a lot of service men there going on in time and space. and beyond time 
and no seats available on the planes. Then a and space, which, whether we like it or not, 
voice came over the loudspeaker and said, spells dutv. You and I have a rendezous with 
"Any men in uniform wanting a ride to Ari- destiny. We will preserve for our children this, 
zona, go to runway such-and-such," and they the last best hope of man on earth, or we will 
went down there, and there was a fellow named sentence them to take the last step into a thou-
Barry Goldwater sitting in his plane. Every sand years of darkness. 
day in the weeks before Christmas, all day We will keep the mind and remember that 
long, he would load up the plane, fly to Ari- Barry Goldwater has faith in us. He has faith 
zona, fly them to their homes, then fly back that you and I. have the ability and the dignity 
over to get another load. During the hectic and the right to make our own decisions and 
split-second timing of a campaign, this is a determine our own destiny. 
man who took time out to sit beside an old 
friend who was dying of cancer. His cam- Thank you. 
paign managers were understandably impa-
tient, but he said, "There aren't many left who 
care what happens to her. I'd like her to know 
that I care." This is a man who said to his 
19-year-old son, "There is no foundation like 
the rock of honesty and fairness, and when you 
begin to build your life upon that rock, with the 
cement of the faith in God that you have, then 
you have a real start!" This is not a man who 
could carelessly send other people's sons to 
war; And that is the issue of this campaign 
that makes all of the other problems I have 
discussed academic, unless we realize that we 
are in a war that must be won. Those who 
would trade our freedom for the soup kitehen 
of the welfare state have told us that they have 



A TIME FOR 

Following is speech by Ronald Reagan, 
October 27, San Francisco, Calif. 

Thank you very much. Thank you, and 
good evening. The sponsor has been identified, 
but unlike most television programs, the per­
former hasn't been provided with a script. As 
a matter of fact, I have been permitted to 
choose my own words and discuss my own 
ideas regarding the choice that we face in the 
next few weeks. 

I have spent most of my life as a Democrat. 
I recently have seen fit to follow another 
course. I believe that the issues confronting 
us cross party lines. Now one side in this 
campaign has been telling us that the issues of 
this election are the maintenance of peace and 
prosperity. The line has been used, "We've 
never had it so good!" But I have an uncom­
fortable feeling that this prosperity isn't some­
thing upon which we can base our hopes for 
the future. No nation in history has ever sur­
vived a tax burden that reached a third of its 
national income. Today 37 cents out of every 
dollar earned in .this country is the tax collec­
tor's share, and yet our government continues 
to spend 17 million dollars a day more than 
the government takes in. We haven't balanced 
our budget 28 out of the last 34 years. We 
have raised our debt limit three times in the 
last 12 months, and now our national debt is 
l 1h times bigger than all the combined debts 
of all the nations of the world. We have 15 
billion dollars in gold in our treasury-we 
don't own an ounce. Foreign dollars claims are 
27 .3 billion dollars, and we have just had an­
nounced that the dollar of 1939 will now pur­
chase 45 cents in its total value. As for the 
peace that we would preserve, l wonder who 
among us would like to approach the wife or 
mother whose husband or son has died in Viet 
Nam and ask them if they think this is a peace 
that should be maintained indefinitely. Do 
they mean peace, or do they mean we just 
want to be left in peace? There can be no real 
peace while one American is dying some place 
in the world for the rest of us. We are at war 
with the most dangerous enemy that has ever 
faced mankind in his long climb from the 
swamp to the stars, and it has been said if we 
lose that war, and in so doing lose this way of 
freedom of ours, history will record with the 
greatest astonishment that those who had the 
most to lose did the least to prevent its hap­
pening. 

Well, I think its time to ask ourselves if we 
still know the freedoms intended for us by the 
Founding Fathers. 

Not too long ago two friends of mine were 
talking to a Cuban refugee, a business man 
who had escaped from Castro, and in the 
midst of his story one of my friends turned 
to the other and said, "We don't know how 
lucky we are." And the Cuban stopped and 
said, "How lucky you are! I had some place 
to escape to." In that sentence he told us the 
entire story. If we lose freedom here, there is 
no place to escape to. This is the last stand on 
earth, and this idea that government is be­
holden to the people, that it has no other 
source of power except the sovereign people, 
is still the newest and most unique idea in all 
the long history of man's relation to man. 

This is the issue of this election, whether 
we believe in our capacity for self-government 
or whether we abandon the American Revolu­
tion and confess that a little intellectual elite 
in a far-distant capital can plan our lives for 
us better than we can plan them ourselves. 

You and I are told increasingly that we 
have to choose between a left or right, but I 
would like to suggest that there is no such 
thing as a left or right. There is only an up or 
down-up to man's age-old dream-the ulti­
mate in individual freedom consistent with law 
and order--or down to the ant heap of totali­
tarianism; and, regardless of their sincerity, 

their humanitarian motives, those who would 
trade our freedom for security have embarked 
on this downward course. In this vote-harvest­
ing time they use terms like "the great so­
ciety," or, as we were told a short time ago by 
the President, we must accept a "greater gov­
ernment activity in the affairs of the people." 
But they have been a little more explicit in the 
past, and among themselves-and all of these 
t~ngs that I now will quote ~ave appeared in 
pnnt. These are not Repubhcan accusations. 
For example, they have voices that say "the 
cold war will end through our acceptance of 
a not undemocratic socialism." Another voice 
says that the profit motive has become out­
moded; it must be replaced by the incentives 
of the welfare state, or our traditional system of 
individual freedom is incapable of solving the 
complex problems of the 20th century. Sena­
tor Fullbright has said at Stanford University 
that the Constitution is outmoded. He referred 
to the President as our moral teacher, and our 
leader, and he said he is hobbled in his task 
by the restrictions in power imposed on him by 
this antiquated document. He must be freed so 
that he can do for us what he knows is best. 
And Senator Clark of Pennsylvania, another 
articulate spokesman, defines liberalism as 
"meeting the material needs of the masses 
through the full power of centralized govern­
ment." Well, l for one resent it when a repre­
sentative of the people refers to you and me­
the free men and women of this country-as 
"the masses." This is a term we haven't ap­
plied to ourselves in America. But beyond 
that, "the full power of centralized govern­
ment "-this was the very thing the Founding 
Fathers sought to minimize. They knew that 
governments don't control things. A govern­
ment can't control the economy without con­
trolling people. And they know when a gov­
ernment sets out to do that. it must use force 
and coercion to achieve its purpose. They also 
knew, those Founding Fathers, that outside of 
its legitimate functions, government does noth­
ing as well or as economically as the private 
sector of the economy. Now, we have no bet­
ter example of this than the government's in­
volvement in the farm economy over the last 
30 years. Since 1955 the cost of this program 
has nearly doubled. One-fourth of farming in 
America is responsible for 85 per cent of the 
farm surplus. three-fourths of farming is out 
on the free market and has shown a 21 per 
cent increase in the per capita consumption of 
all its produce. You see. that. one-fourth of 
farming that's regulated and controlled by the 
federal government. In the last three years we 
have spent 43 dollars in the feed grain pro­
gram for every dollar bushel of corn we don't 
grow. Senator Humphrey last week charged 
that Barry Goldwater as President would seek 
to eliminate farmers. He should do his home­
work a little better, because he will find out 
that we have had a decline of 5 million in the 
farm population under these government pro­
grams. He will also find that the Democratic 
Administration has sought to get from Con­
gress an extension of the farm program to in­
clude that three-fourths that is now free. He 
will find that they have also asked for the right 
to imprison farmers who wouldn't keep books 
as prescribed by the federal government. The 
Secretary of Agriculture asked for the right to 
seize farms-to seize farms through condemna­
tion and resell them to other individuals. And 
contained in that same program was a pro­
vision that would have allowed the federal gov­
ernment to remove 2 million farmers from the 
soil. 

At the same time there has been an increase 
in the Department of Agriculture employees. 
There is now one for every 30 farms in the 
U. S. and still they can't tell us how 66 ship­
loads of grain headed for Austria disappeared 
without a trace, and Billy Sol Estes never left 
shore! Every responsible farmer and farm or­
ganization has repeatedly asked the govern­
ment to free the farm economy, but who are 
farmers to know what is best for them? The 
wheat farmers voted against a wheat program. 
The government passed it anyway. Now the 
price of bread goes up; the price of wheat to 
the farmer goes down. Meanwhile, back in the 
city, under urban renewal, the assault on free­
dom carries on. Private property rights are so 
diluted that public interest is almost anything 
that a few government planners decide it 
should be. In a program that takes from the 
needy and gives to the greedy, we see such 
spectacles as in Cleveland, Ohio, a million and 
a half dollar building, completed only. three 
years ago, must· be destroyed to make way for 



what government officials call a "more com­
patible use of the land." The President tells us 
he is now going to start building public housing 
units in the thousands where heretofore we 
have only built them in the hundreds. But 
FHA and the Veterans Administration tell us 
that they have 120 thousand units they've 
taken back through mortgage foreclosures. For 
three decades we have sought to solve the 
problems of unemployment through govern­
ment planning, and the more the plans fail, the 
more planners plan. The latest is the Area 
Redevelopment Agency. They have just de­
clared Rice County, Kansas a depressed area. 
Rice County, Kansas, has two hundred oil 
wells, and the 14,000 people there have over 
thirty million dollars on deposit in personal 
savings in their banks. When the government 
tells you you are depressed, lie down and be 
depressed! 

We have so many people who can't see a 
fat man standing beside a thin one without 
coming to the conclusion that the fat man got 
that way by taking advantage of the thin one! 
So they are going to solve all the problems of 
human misery through government and govern­
ment planning. Well, now if the government 
planning and welfare had the answer, and 
they've had almost thirty years of it, shouldn't 
we expect the government to read the score 
to us once in a while? 

Shouldn't they be telling us about the de­
cline each year in the number of people need­
ing help? . . . The reduction in the need for 
public housing? But the reverse is true. Each 
year the need grows greater, the problem 
grows greater. We were told four years ago 
that seventeen million people went to bed 
hungry each night. Well, that was probably 
true. They were all on a diet! But now we are 
told that 9.3 million families in this country 
are poverty stricken on the basis of earning 
less than $3,000 a year. Welfare spending is 
ten times greater than in the dark depths of 
the depression. We are spending 45 billion 
dollars on welfare. Now do a little arith­
metic and you will find that if we divided 45 
billion dollars up equally among those 9 mil­
lion poor families, we would be able to give 
each family $4,600 a year, and this, added to 
their present income, should eliminate pov­
erty! 

Direct aid to the poor, however, is run­
ning only about $600 per family. It seems that 
someplace there must be some overhead. So 
now we declare "War on Poverty" or "You, 
Too, Can Be A Bobby Baker!" 

Now do they honestly expect us to believe 
that if we add 100 billion dollars to the 45 
billion we are spending . . . one more pro­
gram to the 30 odd we have, (and remember, 
this new program doesn't replace any, it just 
duplicates existing programs) .... Do they 
believe that poverty is suddenly going to dis­
appear by magic? Well, in all fairness I should 
explain that there is one part of the new 
program that isn't duplicated. This is the youth 
feature. We are now going to solve the drop­
out problem, juvenile delinquency, by reinsti­
tuting something like the old CCC camps, and 
we are going to put our young people in 
camps; but again we do some arithmetic, and 
we find that we are going to spend each year 
just on room and board for each young person 
that we help $4,700 a year! We can send them 
to Harvard for $2, 700! Don't get me wrong. 
I'm not suggesting that Harvard is the answer 

· to iuvenile delinquency! 
But seriously, what are we doing to those 

we seek to help? Not too long ago, a judge 
called me here in Los Angeles. He told me of 
a young woman who had come before him for 
a divorce. 

She had six children, was pregnant with her 
seventh. Under his questioning, she revealed 
her husband was a laborer earning $250 a 
month. She wanted a divorce so that she could 
get an $80 raise. She is eli~ble for $330 a 
month in the aid to dependent children pro­
gram. She got the idea from two women in her 
neighborhood who had already done that very 
thing. Yet any time you and I question the 
schemes of the do-gooders, we are denounced 
as being against their humanitarian goals. They 
say we are always "against" thin2s, never "for" 
anything. Well, the trouble with our liberal 
friends is not that they are iimorant. but that 
they know so much that is not so! We are for 
a provision that destitution should not follow 
unemployment by reason of old-a2e, and to 
that end we have accepted Social Security as a 
step toward meeting the problem. But we are 

against those entrusted with this program when 
they pra~tice deception regarding its fiscal 
shortcomings, when they charge that any critic­
ism of the program means that we want to end 
payments to those people who depend on them 
for a livelihood. They have called it insurance 
to us in a hundred million pieces of literature. 
But then they appeared before the Supreme 
Court and they testified that it was a welfare 
program. They only use the term "insurance" 
to sell it to the people. And they said Social 
Security dues are a tax for the general use of 
the government, and the government has used 
that tax. There is no fund, because Robert 
Byers, the acturarial head, appeared before a 
Congressional Committee and admitted that 
Social Security as of this moment is 298 billion 
dollars in the hole! But he said there should be 
no cause for worry because as long as they 
have the power to tax, they could always take 
away from the people whatever they needed to 
bail them out of trouble! And they are doing 
just that. 

A young man, 21 years of age, working at 
an average salary ... his Social Security con· 
tribution would, in the open market, buy him 
an insurance policy that would guarantee $220 
a month at age 65. The government promises 
$ 127! He could live it up until he is 31 and 
then take out a policy that would pay more 
than Social Security. Now are we so lacking in 
business sense that we can't put this program 
on a sound basis so that people who do require 
those payments will find that they can get them 
when they are due . . . that the cupboard 
isn't bare? Barry Goldwater thinks we can. At 
the same time, can't we introduce voluntary 
features that would permit a citizen to do bet­
ter on his own, to be excused upon presenta­
tion of evidence that he had made provisions 
for the non-earning years? 

Should we not allow a widow with children 
to work, and not lose the benefits supposedly 
paid for by her deceased husband? Shouldn't 
you and I be allowed to declare who our 
beneficiaries will be under these programs, 
which we cannot do? [ think we are for telling 
our senior citizens that no one in this country 
should be denied medical care, because of a 
lack of funds. But I think we are against forc­
ing all citizens, regardless of need. into a com­
pulsory government program, especially when 
we have such examples. as announced last 
week, when France admitted that their Medi­
care program was now bankrupt. They've come 
to the end of the road. 

In addition, was Barry Goldwater so irre­
sponsible when he suggested that our govern­
ment give up its program of deliberate planned 
inflation so that when you do get your Social 
Security pension, a dollar will buy a dollar's 
worth, and not 45 cents worth? I think we are 
for the international organization, where the 
nations of the world can seek peace. But J 
think we are against subordinating American 
interests to an organization that has become so 
structurally unsound that today you can muster 
a two-thirds vote on the floor of the General 
Assembly among nations that represent less 
than 10 percent of the world's population. r 
think we are against the hypocrisy of assailing 
our Allies because here and there they cling 
to a colony, while we engage in a conspiracy 
of silence and never open our mouths about 
the millions of people enslaved in Soviet col­
onies in the satellite nations. 

I think we are for aiding our allies by shar­
ing of our material blessings with those na­
tions which share in our fundamental beliefs, 
but we are against doling out money to gov­
ernments, creating bureaucracy, if not social­
ism, all over the world. We set out to help 19 
countries. We are helping 107. We spent $146 
billion. With that money, we bought a $2 
million yacht for Haile Selassee. We bought 
dress suits for Greek undertakers, extra wives 
for Kenya government officials. We bought a 
thousand TV sets for a place where they have 
no electricity. In the last six years, 52 nations 
have bought $7 billion of our gold, and all 52 
are receiving foreign aid from us. No govern­
ment ever voluntarily reduces itself in size. 
Government programs, once launched, never 
disappear. Actually, a government bureau is 
the nearest thing to eternal life we'll ever see 
on this earth! 

Federal employees number 250 million. 
These proliferating bureaus with their thous­
ands of regulations have cost us many of our 
Constitutional safeguards. How many of us 
realize that today federal agents can invade a 
man's property without a warrant? They can 
impose a fine without a formal hearing, let 
alone a trial by jury, and they can seize and 



sell his prop;rty in auction t~-~nforce the ~ay-=---~ -~topian solution of peace without victory. 
ment of that fine. In Chico County, Arkansas, They call their policy "accommodation." And 
James Wier overplanted his rice allotment. they say if we only avoid any direct con-
The government obtained a $17 ,000 judg- frontation with the enemy, he will forget his 
ment, and a U.S. marshal sold his 950-acre evil ways and learn to love us. All who op-
farm at auction. The government said it was pose them are indicted as warmongers. They 
necessary as a warning to others to make the say we offer simple answers to complex prob-
system work! !ems. Well, perhaps there is a simple answer 

Last February 19 at the University of Minne- ... not an easy one ... but a simple one. If 
sota, Norman Thomas, six times candidate for you and I have the courage to tell our elected 
President on the Socialist Party ticket, said "if officials that we want our national policy based 
Barry Goldwater became President, he would upon what we know in our hearts is morally 
stop the advance of Socialism in the United right, we cannot buy our security, our freedom 
States." I think that's exactly what he will do! from the threat of the bomb by committing an 

As a former Democrat, I can tell you Nor- immorality so great as saying to a billion 
man Thomas isn't the only man who has drawn human beings now in slavery behind the Iron 
this parallel to socialism with the present Ad- Curtain, "Give up your dreams of freedom, be-
ministration. Back in 1936, Mr. Democrat, cause, to save our own skin, we are willing to 
himself, Al Smith, the Great American, came make a deal with your slave-masters." Alex-
before the American people and charged that ander Hamilton said, "A nation which can 
the leadership of his party was taking the party prefer disgrace to danger is prepared for a 
of Jefferson, Jackson, and Cleveland, down the master, and deserves one!" Let's set the rec-
road under the banners of Marx, Lenin and ord straight. There is no argument over the 
Stalin. And he walked away from his party, choice between peace and war, but there is 
and he never returned to the day he died, be- only one guaranteed way you can have peace 
cause to this day, the leadership of that party ... and you can have it in the next second ... 
has been taking that party, that honorable surrender! Admittedly there is a risk in any 
party, down the road in the image of the Labor course we follow. Either course we follow 
Socialist Party of England. Now it doesn't re- other than this, but every leiSon in history tells 
quire expropriation or confiscation of private us that the greater risk lies in appeasement. 
property or business to impose socialism upon and this is the specter our well-meaning liberal 
a people. What does it mean, whether you friends refuse to face . . . that their policy of 
hold the deed or the title to your business or accommodation is appeasement, and it gives no 
property, if the government holds the power choice between peace and war. only between 
of life and death over that business or prop- fight or surrender. If we continue to accom-
erty? Such machinery already exists. The gov- modate. continue to back and retreat, eventu-
ernment can find some charge to bring against ally we have to face the final demand-the 
any concern it chooses to prosecute. Every ultimatum. 
businessman has his own tale of harrassment. And what then. when Nikita Khrushchev 
Somewhert; a perversion has taken place. Our has told his people he knows what our answer 
natural. inalienable rights are now considered will be? He has told them that we are retreat-
to be a dispensation from government, and ing under the pressure of the cold war and 
freedom has never been so fragile, so close to some day when the time comes to deliver the 
slipping from our grasp as it is at this moment. ultimatum. our surrender will be voluntary be-
Our Democratic opponents seem unwilling to cause by that time we will have been weakened 
debate these issues. They want to make you from within spiritually. morally and cconom-
and I think that this is a contest between two ically. He believes this because from our side 
men . . . that we are to choose just between he has heard voices pleading for a peace at any 
two personalities. Well, what of this man they price. pleading for .. peace at any price." or 
would destroy ... and in destroying, they "better Red than dead." Or as one commen-
would destroy that which he represents. the tator put it. he would.rather "Live on his knees 
ideas that you and I hold dear. than die on his feet." And therein lies the 

ls he the brash and shallow and trigger- road to war. because those voices don't speak 
happy man they say he is? Well. I have been for the rest of us. You and I know and do not 
privileged to know him "when." I knew him believe that life is so dear and peace so sweet 
long before he ever dreamed of trying for high as to be purchased at the price of chains and 
office, and I can tell you personally I have slavery. If nothinit in life is worth dying for. 
never known a man in my life I believe so in- when did this begin. . . . Just in the face of 
capable of doing a dishonest or dishonorable this enemy ... or should Moses have told the 
thing: children of Israel to live in slaverv under the 

This is a man who in his own business. be- Pharoahs? Should Christ have refused the 
fore he entered politics, instituted a profit- cross? Should the patriots at Concord Bridge 
sharing plan, before unions had even thought have thrown down their guns and refused to 
of it. He put in health and medical insurance fire the shot heard 'round the world? The 
for all his employees. He took 50 per cent of martyrs of history were not fools. and our hon-
the profits before taxes and set up a retirement ored dead who gave their lives to stop the ad-
plan, a pension plan for all his employees. He vance of the Nazis didn't die in vain! Where. 
sent monthly checks for life to an employee then. is the road to peace? Well. it's a simple 
who was ill and couldn't work. He provides answer after all. You and I have the courage 
nursing care for the children of mothers who to say to our enemies. "There is a price we 
work in the stores. When Mexico was ravaged will not pay." There is a ooint beyond which 
by the floods from the Rio Grande. he climbed they must not advance! This is the meaning 
in his airplane and flew medicine and supplies in the phrase of Barry Goldwater's "Peace 
down there. Through Strength!" Winston Churchill said 

An ex-GI told me how he met him. It was that destiny of man is not measured by ma-
the week before Christmas, during the Korean terial computation. When great forces are on 
War, and he was at the Los Angeles airport the move in the world. we learn we are spirits. 
trying to get a ride home to Arizona. and he not animals. And he said there is something 
said that there were a lot of service men there going on in time and space, and beyond time 
and no seats available on the planes. Then a and space, which, whether we like it . or not, 
voice came over the loudspeaker and said, spells duty. You and I have a rendezous with 
"Any men in uniform wanting a ride to Ari- destiny. We will preserve for our children this, 
zona, go to runway such-and-such," and they the last best hope of man on earth. or we will 
went down there, and there was a fellow named sentence them to take the last step into a thou-
Barry Goldwater sitting in his plane. Every sand years of darkness. 
day in the weeks before Christmas, all day We will keep the mind and remember that 
long, he would load up the plane, fly to Ari- Barry Goldwater has faith in us. He has faith 
zona, fly them to their homes, then fly back that you and I, have the ability and the dignity 
over to get another load. During the hectic and the right to make our own decisions and 
split-second timing of a campaign, this is a determine our own destiny. 
man who took time out to sit beside an old 
friend who was dying of cancer. His cam- Thank you. 
paign managers were understandably impa-
tient, but he said, "There aren't many left who 
care what happens to her. I'd like her to know 
that I care." This is a man who said to his 
19-yeaf-old son, "There is no foundation like 
the rock of honesty and fairness, and when you 
begin to build your life upon that rock, with the 
cement of the faith in God that you have, then 
you have a real start!" This is not a man who 
could carelessly send other people's sons to 
war: And that is the issue of this campaign 
that makes all of the other problems I have 
discussed academic, unless we realize that we 
are in a war that must be won. Those who 
would trade our freedom for the soup kitchen 
of the welfare state have told us that they have 


