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(Judge /ARD)
December 17, 1987 ()
6:30 p.m.
DS
PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: PRESIDENT'S NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO

THE U.S.S.R.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1987

v oV

Good evening. This is Ronald Reagan, President of the
United States. For th;.fbird.year now, I am speaking to you, the
peoples of the Soviet Union, on the occasion of the new year.

I know that in the Soviet Union, as it is all around the
world, this is a season of hope and expectation, a time for
family to gather, and a time for prayer. That's true in America,
too. At this time of year, Americans travel across the
country -- in their cars, by train, or by airplane -- to be
together with their families. Many Americans, of course, came to
the United States from other countries and, at this time of year,
they look forward to hosting friends and family from their
homelands.

Most of us celebrate Christmas or Hanukkah. And as part of
those celebrations, we go to church or synagogue, then gather
around the family dinner table and, after giving thanks for our
blessings, share a traditional meal of goose, turkey, ham, or
roast beef, and exchange gifts. |

On New Year's Eve we gather again and, like you, we raise
our glasses in a toast to the year to come, to our hopes for

ourselves, for our families and, yes, for our Nation and the

world.
This year, the future of those last two -- the Nation and
the world -- is particularly on our minds. We are thinking of

our Nation, because in the year ahead we Americans will choose



our next President. Every adult citizen has a role to play in
the making of this decision. Most of us will take that role very
seriously. Some of us will help one candidate or another. All
of us will listen to what the candidates say. We will debate
their views and our own. And, in November, we will vote. 1I'll
still be President next year, but the year after that, the man or
woman who addresses you in this New Year's message will be the
one the American people pick in November.

As I said, we Americans will also be thinking about the
future of the world this year -- for the same reasons that you
will be thinking of it, too.

Ig Jéne, General Secre?ary Gorbachev and I hope to meet once
again, this time in Moscow. Last month in Washington, of course,
we signed the Intermediate Nuclear Force Treaty, in which we
agreed to eliminate an entire class of U.S. and Soviet nuclear
weapons. It was a history-making first step towards reducing the
nuclear arms of both sides.

Now in Geneva, Soviet and American representatives are
discussing a 50-percent reduction in strategic nucleaﬁ/weapons.
Perhaps we can have a treaty ready to sign by our meeting iK
June. The world prays that we will. For our part, we on the
American side are determined to try.

You see, we have a vision of a world safe from the threat of
nuclear war, and, indeed, all war. Such a world will have far
fewer missiles. And both America and the Soviet Union will

possess a strategic defense against ballistic missiles. That

way, neither side will be tempted to use the missiles it still



has, and both sides can be protected in case of an accidental
b} launch or if some other nation ruled by a madman -- someone like
Hleer -- ever gets control of those missiles. Secretary
e Gorbachev has acknowledged that both our nations are developing
strategic defense technology. He and I discussed strategic
defense at the White House, and I am looking farward to
continuing that discussion in the Kremlin in June. For the sake
of world peace, our countries must go forward and develop, test,
and deploy this life-saving science.

f% jﬂne, the General Secretary and I also anticipate
continuing our talks about other issues of deep concern to our
peoples -- for example, the expansion of contact between our
peoples and'more information flowing across our borders.

And, as you know, we Americans are concerned about human

vrights questions, including restrictions on freedom of travel and
;f\the right to speak, publish, and worship. We will never forget
\,\ v EX -\ P SR

that a wise man has said that, "violence does not live alone and

b’ Lt At
J is not capable of living alche: It is necessarily interwoven
i o’

¥}. with falséhood." We will never refrain from speaking the truth
%ﬂ%g;’ -“T about these issues.
\}ié&<\ We Americans are also concerned, as I know you are, about
1’ regional conflicts. Surely in recent years, too many mothers,

including Soviet mothers, have wept over the graves of their
fallen sons. True peace means not only preventing a big war, but
ending smaller ones as well. I look forward to continuing my

talks with the General Secretary on this matter as well.



There is no such thing as inevitability in history. We can
choose to make the world safer -- and freer -- if we have
courage. But then courage is something neither of our peoples
have ever lacked. We have been allies in a terrible war, a war
in which the Soviet peoples gave the ages an enduring testament
to courage. Let us consecrate this year to showing, not courage
for war, but courage for peace. We owe this to mankind. We owe
it to our children, and their children, and generations to come.

Happy New Year, thank you, and God bless you.



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

9340
MEMORANDUM FOR RHETT DAWSON December 18, 1987
FROM: PAUL SCHOTT STEVENSG)#C’
SUBJECT: President's New Year's Message to the U.S.S.R

The NSC has reviewed the attached draft of the President's New
Year's Message to the Soviet people. We find it short, to the
point, and, in two words--just right. We have indicated a few
minor and perfunctory changes.

Please thank Clark Judge for the very excellent as well as
immediate turnaround on this message.

Attachment (/

Tab A Draft speech w/revisions e
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PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: PRESIDENT'S NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO
THE U.S.S.R.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1987

Ppu Good evening. This is Ronald Reagan, President of the
C?i'//// —
L{),z//United States. Ecr—ehe—third—year<new,. I am speaking to you, the

- peoples of the Soviet Union, on the occasion of the new year.

I know that in the Soviet Union, as it is all around the

world, this is a season of hope and expectation, a time for
o think obsuT peace.

family to gather, and a time fes—peaypex. That's true in America,
too. At this time of year, Americans travel across the
country =-- in their cars, by train, or by airplane -- to be
togethér with their families. Many Americans, of course, came to
the United States from other countries and, at this time of year,
they look forward to hosting friends and family from their
homelands.

Most of us celebrate Christmas or Hanukkah. And as part of

those celebrations, we go to church or synagogue, then gather

around the family dinner table.asdy after giving thanks for our
we l\o‘c‘ﬂl —

blessings, share a traditional, medl pf—goomer—turkey —hamyr—om
ressé—beedt;] and exchange gifts.

On New Year's Eve we gather again and, like you, we raise
our glasses in a toast to the year to come, to our hopes for

ourselves, for our families and, yes, for our Nation and the

world.
«t

This year, the future [pf—those—last—twel— the Nation and
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the world -—=§-Kpart1cularly on our minds. We are thinking of

our Nation, because in the year ahead we Americans will choose



our next President. Every adult citizen has a role to play in
the making of this decision. Most of us will take that role very
seriously. Some of us will help one candidate or another. All
of us will listen to what the candidates say. We will debate

their views and our own. And, in November, we will vote. I'll

TM.‘W (st
still be President next but, thefyeaf—after that, the man or
64040 law B A= c_o-um
woman who—add -New-Yearls message will be the
M)d'

one the American people pick im November.
As 1 said, we Americans will also be thinking about the
future of the world this year -- for the same reasons that you

will be thinking of it, too.
T~ Fle st phalf of +his New Year,
§ﬁ=§una.AGeneral Secretary Gorbachev and I hope to meet once

again, this time in Moscow. Last month in Washington, of course,
we signed the Intermediate Nuclear Forcq:Treaty, in which we
agreed to eliminate an entire class of U.S. and Soviet nuclear
weapons. It was a history-making fixst step towards reducing the
nuclear arms of both sides. But t was Just a beginning.

Now in Geneva, Soviet and American representatives are vuouhﬂ
towardd on even greater Muﬂw“mkwj -
déscussing-a 50-percent reduction in strategic nuclear weapons.
Perhaps we can have a treaty ready to sign by our meeting in
June. The world prays that we will. For our part, we on the
American side are determined to try.

You see, we have a vision of a world safe from the threat of
nuclear war, and, indeed, all war. Such a world will have far

and cther Weo P I ns. have o

fewer m1551lesA And Both America and the Soviet Union wiid
opprvtunity to AirectTtheir < wnergies Fowarcd creating Lefences that-

Possess-aT-strategie-defense—against-ballistic-missiles—That
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R ever gets control of those missiles. Secretary

Qrbaéhev has acknowledged that both our nations are developiBg
trategic ‘defense technology. He and I discussed strategic
efense at the White House, and I am looking forward to

ontinuing that discuq;idh in the Kremlin in June. For the “sale

£ worid peace,,onf'countries,must go forward and develop,
. o e S

-sav%néiscieneef’ e

In June, the General Secretary and I also anticipate

continuing our talks about other issues of deep concern to our
breaking downn barriers fo g reafer
peoples -- for example, the—expansienwef, contacts between our

<enablin
peoples and,more information flowing across eus borders.
by r«ecgeé{‘ e
And, as you know, we Americans aresconcerned about, human
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There is no such thing as inevitability in history. We can
choose to make the world safer -- and freer -- if we have
courage. But then courage is something neither of our peoples
have ever lacked. We have been allies in a terrible war, a war
in which the Soviet peoples gave the ages an enduring testament
to courage. Let us consecrate this year to showing, not courage

la..r‘fiv\j
for war, but courage for, peace. We owe this to mankind. We owe

it to our children, and their children, and generations to come.

Happy New Year, thank you, and God bless you.
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some general comments:

1) as you may know, the general secretary disagreed that he ever said in the
brokaw interview that he acknowledged the soviets were building an SDI.

Therefore, there needs to be some revision.

2) The SDI section should reflect that my proposal is to provide a defensive
shield; emphasize what SDI accomplishes and what it hopefully prevents.

3) I think in the next section on page 3, you should put in the fact

that while there are domestic problems both in the U.S. and Soviet Union;
what I mean is that both countries face domestic decisions that influence
certain policy decisions. Then use that as a springboard to get into the
various freedoms.

TG
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 12/17/87 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 10:00 A.M. Friday 12/18

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: ' ) R.
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REMARKS: )

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Tony Dolan .
by 10:00 a.m. on Friday, December 18th, with an info copy to my
office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:
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(Judge/ARD)
December 17, 1987
6:30 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: PRESIDENT'S NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO
THE.U;S.8.R.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1987

Good evening. This is Ronald Reagan, President of the
United States. For the third year now, I am speaking to you, the
peoples of the Soviet Union, on the occasion of the new year.

I know that in the Soviet Union, as it is all around the
world, this is a season of hope and expectation, a time for
family to gather, and a time for prayer. That's true in America,
too. At this time of year, Americans travel across the
country =-- in their cars, by train, or by airplane -- to be
together with their families. Man§ Americans, of course, came to
the United States from other countries and, at this time of year,
they look forward to hosting friends and family from their
homelands.

Most of us celebrate Christmas or Hanukkah. And as part of
those celebrations, we go to church or synagogue, then gather
around the family dinner table and, after giving thanks for our
blessings, share a traditional meal of goose, turkey, ham, or
roast beef, and exchange gifts.

On New Year's Eve we gather again and, like you, we raise
our glasses in a toast to the year to come, to our hopes for
ourselves, for our families and, yes, for our Nation and the
world.

This year, the future Qf those last two -- the Nation and
the world -- is pa;fieﬁlarly on oﬁr mindé; We are thinking of

our Nation, because in the year ahead we Americans will choose




our next President. Every adult citizen has a role to play in
the making of this decision. Most of us will take that role very
seriously. Some of us will help one candidate or another. All
of us will listen to what the candidates say. We will debate
their views and our own. And, in November, we will vote. I'll
still be President next year, but the year after that, the man or
woman who addresses you in this New Year's message will be the
one the American people pick in November.

As I said, we Americans will also be thinking about the
future of the world this year -- for the same reasons that you
will be thinking of it, too.

VLot o
7 General Secretary Gorbachev and I hope to meet once
again, this time in Moscow. Last month in Washington, of course,
we signed the Intermediate Nuclear Force Treaty, in which we
agreed to eliminate an entire class of U.S. and Soviet nuclear
weapons. It was a history-making first step towards reducing the
nuclear arms of both sides.

Now in Geneva, Soviet and American representatives are
discussing a 50-percent reduction in strategic nuclear weapons.
Pefhaps we can have a treaty ready to sign by our meeting in
3::;% The world prays that we will. For our part, we on the
American side are determined to try.

You see, we have a vision of a world safe from the threat of
nuclear war, and, indeed, all war. Such a world will have far
fewer missiles. And both America and the Soviet Union will
possess a strategic defense against ballistic missiles. That

way, neither side will be tempted to use the missiles it still
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has, and both sides can be protected in case of an accidental
launch or if some other nation ruled by a madman s——semeore—1TXT

—tlibdop—nms ever gets control of those missiles. Secretary

Gorbachev has.askhouwledged—thot—Rethoursiabioni—are—doveleptng
—sirategic.defense—techmodogyw—ile and I discussed strategic

defense at the White House, and I am looking forward to

continuing that discussioqcfa-tho-xiegéén—ia-auno. For the sake
Jefenge Mitiahit

the Syvn:;zns
of world peace, must go forward and develop, test,

u
and' deploy this life-saving eeiemeeyvtechns/ayyc)

T, khe General Secretary and I also anticipate
continuing our talks about other issues of deep concern to our
Reoples -- for example, the expansion of contact between our
peoples and more information flowing across our borders. .,

“Just A You au - with desstic.

And, as you know, we Americans are concerned about human
rights questions, including restrictions on freedom of travel and
the right to speak, publish, and worship. We will never forget
that a wise man has said that, "violence does not live alone and
is not capable of living alone: It is necessarily interwoven
with falsehood." We will never refrain from speaking the truth
about these issues.

We Americans are also concerned, as I know you are, about
regional conflicts. Surely in recent years, too many mothers,
including Soviet mothers, have wept over the graves of their
fallen sons. True peace means not only preventing a big war, but
ending smaller ones as well. I look forward to continuing my

talks with the General Secretary on this matter as well.




There is no such thing as inevitability in history. We can
choose to make the world safer -- and freer -- if we have
courage. But then courage is something neither of our peoples
have ever lacked. We have been allies in a terrible war, a war
in which the Soviet peoples gave the ages an enduring testament
to courage. Let us consecrate this year to showing, not courage
for war, but courage for peace. We owe this to mankind. We owe
it to our children, and their children, and generations to come.

Happy New Year, thank you, and God bless you.
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SOLZHENITSYN'S PLEA
August 24, 1972

Solzhenitsyn was awarded the 1970

Nobel Prize for Literature for what the Swedish Academy called “the
ethical force with which he has pursued the indispensable renditions
of Russian literature.” In Russia, however, the author is officially dis-
honored. Solzhenitsyn’s works may not be published in his homeland,
by order of the government he has criticized for its repression of human
freedoms. Although he served as a Russian Army artillery officer in
World War I he was imprisoned from 1945 to 1953 on unspecified
political charges. He was expelled in 1969 from the Soviet Writers’
Union, which called the 1970 Nobel award ‘“‘deplorable.”

Solzhenitsyn feared that if he traveled to Stockholm to receive the
Nobel prize, he would not be permitted to return to Russia. An attempt
was made to present the award at a private ceremony in Moscow in
April 1972, but that arrangement had to be canceled when the Soviet
government denied a visa to Dr. Karl Ragnar Gierow, permanent
secretary of the Swedish Academy which selects the annual literature
laureate. Not until Aug. 24, 1972, was the Nobel lecture, prepared by
Solzhenitsyn for delivery in Stockholm, published in Les Prix Nobel, the
yearbook of the Nobel Foundation. In that lecture, Solzhenitsyn ap-
pealed to the writers of the world to make war, peaceful war, on false-
hood and violence. “Woe to that nation whose literature is dis-
turbed by the intervention of power, » he wrote. World lLiterature, he
asserted, condenses the human experience and can prevent one nation

from repeating the mistakes of another.
Solzhenitsyn, now 54, first became known to the Western world

through the publication in 1962 of his first work, an account of lifein a

Russian novelist Aleksandr I
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SOLZHENITSYN’S PLEA

P
5 takes. And perhaps under such conditions we artists will be able to cul-
tivate within ourselves a field of vision to embrace the whole world: in
; the center observing like any other human being that which lies nearby,
571 at the edges we shall begin to draw in that which is happening in the
e rest of the world. And we shall correlate, and we shall observe world

proportions.

And who, if not writers, are to pass judgment—not only on their un-
successful governments (in some states this is the easiest way to eam
[, one’s bread, the occupation of any man who is not lazy)—but also on the
; people themselves, in their cowardly humiliation or self-satisfied

weakness? Who is to pass judgment on the lightweight sprints of
youth, and on the young pirates brandishing their knives?

We shall be told: What can literature possibly do agamst the ruth-
less onslaught of open vnolence" But let us not forget that vi

f‘*mg} live aloné"and is not capable of living alone: It is r necessarily inter:-
woven with falsehood. Between them lies the most intimate, the deepest
of natural bonds. Any man who has once acclaimed violence as his
method must inexorably choose falsehood as his principle. At its
birth, violence acts openly and even with pride. But no sooner does it
become strong, firmly established, than it senses the rarefaction of the
air around it and it cannot continue to exist without descending into a
fog of lies, clothing them in sweet talk. It does not always, not nec-
essarily, openly throttle the throat; more often it demands from its sub-
jects only an oath of allegiance to falsehood, only complicity in
falsehood.

And the simple step of a simple, courageous man is not to partake in
falsehood. Not to support false actions. Let that enter the world, let it
even reign in the world—but not with my help. But writers and artists
can achieve more: They can conquer falsehood. In the struggle with
falsehood art always did win and it always does win: openly, irrefutably,

for everyone. Falsehood can hold out against much in this world, but not
against art.

And no sooner will falsehood be dispersed than the nakedness of
zlolence will be revealed in all its ugliness—and violence, decrepit, will
all.

That is why, my friends, I believe that we are able to help the
world in its white-hot hour. Not by making the excuse of possessing no
weapons, and not by giving ourselves over to a frivolous life—but by
going to war.

Proverbs about truth are well-loved in Russian. They give steady
and SOmetlmes striking expression to the not inconsiderable harsh na-
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And it is here on anlmagmary aasy, a breach of the principle of
the conservation of mass and energy, that I base both my own activity

and my appeal to the writers of the whole world.

CoPYRIGHT © THE NoBEL FounpaTiON 1972
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 18, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY R. DOLAN
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND
DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING

FROM: C. CHRISTOPHER cox&@c_

SENIOR ASSOCIATE gOUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Draft Presidential New Year's Message to the
U.S.S5.R.

As requested, this office has reviewed the draft message to be
taped on Tuesday, December 22. Our comments are noted on the
attached copy.

During his recent visit, Gorbachev was a master at using
religion--in particular Christian imagery and references--for
propaganda purposes. This was so despite the fact that he is an
atheist, and (as official U.S.S.R. statistics would have it) so
are the vast majority of Soviet citizens. The President should
counter Gorbachev's cynical use of Christianity at Christmastime,
so clearly packaged for an American audience, by keeping in mind
who will be his audience. The addition of a reference to Islam
in the third paragraph is suggested, therefore, both to avoid the
impression that America is not religiously diverse, and to appeal
to the emotions of the millions of people of Islamic faith within
the Soviet Union. It is these people who are among the most
directly affected by the war in Afghanistan and the ongoing
efforts at Russification of the population of the Soviet Union.
Moreover, according to the CIA's 1987 statistics, there are three
times as many Muslims in the Soviet Union as Jews, Protestants,
Roman Catholics and Georgian Orthodox members combined. As
revised, the third paragraph on the first page would read as
follows: '

Most of us celebrate Christmas or Hannukkah, or other
religious holidays such as Maulid Annabi--in Islam, the
"Birth of the Prophet." And as part of those celebrations,
we go to church, or synagogue, or mosque, then gather around
the family dinner table and, after giving thanks for our
blessings, share a traditional meal and exchange gifts.

The suggested revisions at page 2 are designed to emphasize the
breadth of competition in the race for President. The Soviet




Union, of course, has national elections as well. They argue
that the degree of democracy within the Party is at least as
vigorous as that in our two-party system. Merely stating that
voters will select from two candidates in November, therefore,
fails to dramatize the marked difference between real democracy
and the Soviet system. As revised, beginning with the fifth
sentence of the carryover paragraph at the top of page 2, the
draft would read as follows:

Some of us will help one of the more than a dozen candidates
who are now running for President. All of us will listen to
what the candidates say. We will debate their views and our
own. In primary elections beginning in just a few weeks and
lasting until June, we will narrow the field. And, in
November, we will vote to determine the final winner.

The extremely vague allusion to "regional conflicts" at the
bottom of page 3 represents a lost opportunity to speak directly
to the peoples of the Soviet Union about who is the cause of
these regional conflicts. On a daily basis, Soviet television,
radio and newspapers blame America for instigating the conflicts
that are responsible for "Soviet mothers weeping over the graves
of their fallen sons." By failing to single out
Afghanistan--where the toll in Soviet lives is highest and thes,
disagreement with Soviet policy most pronounced--the President
will lose a major point in the debate. Merely mentioning
Afghanistan will be sufficient. The first sentence of the last
paragraph on page 3 should be amended to read as follows:

We Americans are also concerned, as I know you are, about
regional conflicts--particularly in Afghanistan.
Thank you for submitting the draft for our review.

cc: Rhett B. Dawson

Attachment




(Judge/ARD)
December 17, 1987
6:30 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: PRESIDENT'S NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO
THE.U;5.S.R..
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1987

Good evening. This is Ronald Reagan, President of the
United States. For the third year now, I am speaking to you, the
peoples of the Soviet Union, on the occasion of the new year.

I know that in the Soviet Union, as it is all around the
world, this is a season of hope and expectation, a time for
family to gather, and a time for prayer. That's true in America,
too. At this time of year, Americans travel across the
country -- in their cars, by train, or by airplane =-- to be
together with their families. Many Americ?ns, of course, came to
the United States from other countries and; at this time of year,
they look forward to hosting friends and family from their

homelands. iy s pelijirny firtideys Swtbdb g Ao e s Tsbe

Most of us celebratef{ Christmas or HanukkahA And as part of :f,h
o mosSquE y o

those celebrations, we go to church,or synagogue,Athen gather ;1*"

/ “"HPL‘#'V
around the family dinner table and, after giving thanks for our

blessings, share a traditional meal sef—gocse,—tuikeyphal —0r~
preest<teefy and exchange gifts.

On New Year's Eve we gather again and, like you, we raise

our glasses in a toast to the year to come, to our hopes for
ourselves, for our families and, yes, for our Nation and the

world.

This year, the future of those last two -- the Nation and

the world -- is particularly on our minds. We are thinking of

our Nation, because in the year ahead we Americans will choose
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our next President. Eveéry adult citizen has a role to play in
the making of this decision. Most of us will take that role very

,./4'.¢ mwing *ﬂan A%yn wﬁc are. Now /M,,,,Jj

seriously. Some of us will help one,(candidateg er—anotiter, All P ésidint,

of us will listen to what the candidates say. We will debate
o
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And, in November, we will vote, I'1l1

their views and our own.
still be President next year, but the year after that, the man or
woman who addresses you in this New Year's message will be the
one the American people pick in November.

As I said, we Americans will also be thinking about the
future of the world this year -- for the same reasons that you
will be thinking of it, too.

In June, General Secretary Gorbachev and I hope to meet once
again, this time‘in Moscow. Last month in Washington, of course,
we signed the Intermediate Nuclear Force Treaty, in which we
agreed to eliminate an entire class of U.S. and Soviet nuclear
weapons. It was a history-making first step towards reducing the
nuclear arms of both sides.

Now in Geneva, Soviet and American representatives are

discussing a 50-percent reduction in strategic nuclear weapons.

Perhaps we can have a treaty ready to sign by our meeting in

June. The world prays that we will. For our part, we on the
American side are determined to try.

You see, we have a vision of a world safe from the threat of
nuclear war, and, indeed, all war. Such a world will have far
fewer missiles. And both America and the Soviet Union will
possess a strategic defense agaip§tAb§llistic missiles. That

way, neither side will be tempted to use the missiles it still




has, and both sides can be protected in case of an accidental
launch or if some other nation ruled by a madman -- someone like
Hitler -- ever gets control of those missiles. Secretary
Gorbachev has acknowledged that both our nations are developing
strategic defense technology. He and I discussed strategic
defense at the White House, and I am looking forward to
continuing that discussion in the Kremlin in June. For the sake
of world peace, our countries must go forward and develop, test,
and deploy this life-saving science.

In June, the General Secretary and I also anticipate
continuing our talks about other issues of deep concern to our
Reoples -- for example, the expansion of contact between our
peoples Bnd more information flowing across our borders.

And, as you know, we Americans are concerned about human
rights questions, inciuding restrictions on freedom of travel and
the right to speak, publish, and worship. We will never forget
that a wise man has said that, "violence does not live alone and
is not capable of living alone: It is necessarily interwoven
with falsehood." We will never refrain from speaking the truth
about these issues. _ ﬂy/ﬁad«j? A #ﬁfwll""m .

We Americans pre also concerned, as I know you are, about
regional conflicts Surely in recent years, too many mothers,
including Soviet mothers, have wept over the graves of their
fallen sons. True peace means not only preventing a big war, but
ending smaller ones as well. I look forward to continuing my

talks with the General Secretary on this matter as well.




There is no such thing as inevitability in history. We can
choose to make the world safer -- and freer -- if we have
courage. But then courage is something neither of our peoples
have ever lacked. We have been allies in a terrible war, a war
in which the Soviet peoples gave the ages an enduring testament
to courage. Let us consecrate this year to showing, not courage
for war, but courage for peace. We owe this to mankind. We owe
it to our children, and their children, and generations to come.

Happy New Year, thank you, and God bless you.
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Happy GenSec Gorbo e to Washington, Talk about how wel he aﬂgrwhorbv ‘Lq<

delegation were received by American people, Jocular comment perhaps: he s
certainly mastered the art of politicking, American style: his foray into the
crowd on Washington street horrifjed security agents but thrilled Americans.
One newspaper joked afterward that Gorbo could be elercted here. "°«1¢7
‘zzf:ﬁ*?

highlights: INF Treaty, obviously. Now we want to move forward toward
reductions in strategic nuclear weapons. Emphasize this is what both sides %ib
want as well as world -~ so it is our mutual responsibility to reach an %<«
accord. Let’s not delay possibility of this treaty by creating roadblocks oH‘e
other matters like SDI. Immediate task -- 50% reductions in strategic Nukes. -ég;k
Then, we hope that research on feasibility of defensive systems ~- SDI and Re
Shield -- can progress, giving mankind chance to be protected against nuclear
attack instead of prey to it. Ay Cﬂ:f;

T <
. &
Mention murtual view that U.S.-Soviet relationship has moved into aﬁpggggzzzi;;
Talk about last time this was done (New Year’s 1986) and how the U.S.-Sovie .,\
relationship has progressed since then.

Development of President’s Exchange Initiative-- more people leating peﬁé‘?s
especially young people.

This year on TV -- glasnost obviously helps, but let’s see even more. gqh°k\ =
President shouldn’t be only U.S. official on Soviet TV. Soviet people s y
regulkarly be exposed to U.S. views and policies through guest appearances

U.S. spokesmen -- just as Soviet spokesmen appear frequently on U.S.

television programs.

Summit pointed up things U.S.-Soviets have in common, but also underlined
continuing differences -- things cannot wish away no matter how much might
want to.

Gorbo fnow understands depth of our commitment to human rights. President
emphasized this in Summit talks. We feel strongly that progress here is as

o 9;::1@3*« KR - bog L v 6l i
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important for peace as arms control.

Nc progress at all on regional conflicts. Stress Afghanistan and Iran-Iraq.
Stress how terrible continuing Afghan war is for Soviet people -- onus we
understand and hope government will bite bullet and get out soonest. Nothing
less will do -- for Soviets or Afghan people.

Go back to anecdote about how Gorbo could do well politically in U.S. All
kidding aside, could reverse be true. No, because USSR is still one-Party
system. Communist Partyruns for our highest offices, but it isd the only
option there. This has been our Bicentennial year and we still cherish our
pluralist systwem. It gives our leaders clear mandate for future.

Back to good vibrations. Look forward, if all works out, to Moscow Summit in
this new year.




(Judge)
December 17, 1987
draft

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO THE SOVIET PEOPLES
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1987

Good evening. This is Ronald Reagan, President of the

v h—-

United States. For the fhi{d year now, I am speaking to you, the
peoples of the Soviet Union, on the occasion of the new year.

I know that in the Soviet Union, as it is all around the
world, this is a season of hope and expectation, a time for
family to gather, and a time for prayer. That's true in America,
too. At this time of year, Americans travel across the country
-- in their cars, by train, or by airplane -- to be together with
their families. Many Americans, of course, came to the United
States from other countries, and at this time of year they look
forward to hosting friends and family from their homelands.

Most of us celebrate Christmas or Hanukkah. And as part of
those celebrations, we go to church or synogogue, then gather
around the family dinner table and, after giving thanks for our
blessings, share a traditional meal of goose, turkey, or
roastbeef and exchange gifts.

On New Year's Eve we gather again and, like you, we raise
our glasses in a toast to the year to come, to our hopes for
ourselves, for our families and, yes, for our nation and the
world.

This year the future of those last two ~- the nation and the
world -- is particularly on our minds. We are thinking of our
nation, because in the year ahead we Americans will choose our

next president. Every adult citizen has a role to play in the
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making of this decision. Most of us will take that role very
seriously. Some of us will help one candidate or another. All
of us will listen to what the candidates say. We will debate
their views and our own. And in November we will vote. 1I'll
still be president next year, but the year after that, the man or
woman who addresses you in this New Year's message will be the
one the American people pick in November.

As I said, we Americans will also be thinking about the
future of the world this year -- for the same reasons that you
will be thinking of it, too.

In June, General Secretary Gorbechev and I hope to meet once
again, this time in Moscow. Last month in Washington, of course,
we signed the Intermediate Nuclear Force treaty, in which we
agreed to eliminate an entire class of U.S. and Soviet nuclear
weapons. It was a history-making first step towards reducing the
nuclear arms of both sides.

Now in Geneva, Soviet and American representatives are
discussing a 50 percent reduction in strategic nuclear weapons.
Perhaps we can have a treaty ready to sign by our meeting in
June. The world prays that we will. For our part, we on the
American side are determined to try.

You see, we have a vision of a world safe from the threat of
nuclear war, and, indeed, all war. Such a world will have far
fewer missiles. And both America and the Soviet Union will
possess a strategic defense against ballistic missiles. That
way, neither side will be tempted to use the missiles it still

has, and both sides can be protected in case of an accidental



launch or if some other nation ruled by a madman -- someone like
Hitler -- ever gets control of those missiles. Secretary
Gorbachev has acknowledged that both our nations are developing
strategic defense technology. He and I discussed strategic
defense at the White House, and I am looking forward to
continuing that discussion in the Kremlin in June. For the sake
of world peace, our countries must go forward and develop, test,
and deploy this life saving science.

In June the General Secretary and I also anticipate
continuing our talks about other issues of deep concern to our
peoples -- for example, the expansion of contact between our
peoples and more information flowing across our borders.

And, as you know, we Americans are concerned about human
rights questions, including restrictions on freedom of travel and
the right to speak, publish and worship. We will never forget
that a wise man has said that "violence does not live alone and
is not capable of living alone: It is necessarily interwoven
with falsehood." We will never refrain from speaking the truth
about these issues.

We Americans are also concerned, as I know you are, about
regional conflicts. Surely in recent years, too many mothers,
including Soviet mothers, have wept over the graves of their
fallen sons. True peace means not only preventing a big war, but
ending smaller ones, as well. I look forward to continuing my
talks with the General Secretary on this matter, as well.

There is no such thing as inevitability in history. We can

chose to make the world safer -- and freer -- if we have courage.



But then courage is something neither of our peoples have ever
lacked. We have been allies in a terrible war, a war in which
the Soviet peoples gave the ages an enduring testiment to
courage. Let us consecrate this year to showing, not courage for
war, but courage for peace. We owe this to mankind. We owe it
to our children, and their children, and generations to come.

Happy New Year, thank you, and God bless you.




NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL W

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

MEMORANDUM FOR FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.
FROM: PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS

SUBJECT: President's New Year Greeting to USSR

U.S. Embassy Moscow has proposed an exchange of New Year's
greetings between President Reagan and General Secretary
Gorbachev. We favor this proposal, and would like to schedule it
for the President's videotaping session on Friday, December 18.

Worldwide reaction to the summit has been overwhelmingly
positive, but President Reagan's rising popularity in the USSR
“and Eastern Europe in especially noteworthy. Now is a good time
to capitalize on this phenomenon by having the President address

the Soviet people.

The President and General Secretary last exchanged New Year's
greetings on December 31, 1985. The Scviets refused the exchange
last year. Regularizing the New Year's greetings was on our
Summit agenda of information and exchange issues, but it
unfortunately did not come up in USIA's meetings with the
Soviets.

In addition to providing the President's videotape to the Soviets
for television broadcast to the USSR, we will also have the
message carried by radio on the Voice of America, in all
appropriate languages throughout the USSR and Eastern Europe.
Later today we will provide themes to the speechwriters for
preparation of the President's remarks.

DECLASSIFIED

White House Gt s, August 28, 1907
oy NP NARA, Dat¢ ,f,é/LQL

COMNELDENTE A
Declassify on: OADR
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SOLZHENITSYN'S PLEA
August 24, 1972

Russian novelist Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn was awarded the 1970
Nobel Prize for Literature for what the Swedish Academy called “the
ethical force with which he has pursued the indispensable renditions
of Russtan literature.” In Russia, however, the author is officially dis-
honored. Solzhenitsyn’s works may not be published in his homeland,
by order of the government he has criticized for its repression of human
freedoms. Although he served as a Russian Army artillery officer in
World War II, he was imprisoned from 1945 to 1953 on unspecified
political charges. He was expelled in 1969 from the Soviet Writers’
Union, which called the 1970 Nobel award ‘“‘deplorable.”

Solzhenitsyn feared that if he traveled to Stockholm to receive the
Nobel prize, he would not be permitted to retum to Russia. An attempt
was made to present the award at a private ceremony in Moscow in
April 1972, but that arrangement had to be canceled when the Soviet
government denied a visa to Dr. Karl Ragnar Gierow, permanent
secretary of the Swedish Academy which selects the annual literature
laureate. Not until Aug. 24, 1972, was the Nobel lecture, prepared by
Solzhenitsyn for delivery in Stockholm, published in Les Prix Nobel, the
yearbook of the Nobel Foundation. In that lecture, Solzhenitsyn ap-
pealed to the writers of the world to make war, peaceful war, on false-
hood and violence. “Woe to that nation whose literature is dis-
turbed by the intervention of power,” he wrote. World literature, he
asserted, condenses the human experience and can prevent one nation
from repeating the mistakes of another.

Solzhenitsyn, now 54, first became known to the Western world
through the publication in 1962 of his first work, an account of life in a

727
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Russian political prison camp titled One Day in the Life of Ivan Deniso-
vich. This work was published in the Soviet literary magazine Novy
Mir with the explicit approval, it was reported at the time, of Premier
Nikita S. Khrushchev. The novel’s theme was consistent with Khrush-
chev’s de-Stalinization campaign in its early stages. But when political
pressures compelled Khrushchev to back away from his policy of liberal-

ism in literature and art, Solzhenitsyn fell from official favor and was
silenced.

The author later protested publication of his works in the West,
fearing it would harden the official Soviet ban against publication in
his homeland. His other novels are Cancer Ward, The First Circle,

and August 1914. Solzhenitsyn is the third Russian to be selected for

the Nobel prize in literature. Boris Pasternak refused, under pressure
from his government, to accept the 1958 prize. Mikhail A. Sholokhov
accepted the 1965 award.

Excerpts from the Nobel lecture prepared by Russian nove-
list Aleksandr 1. Solzhenitsyn, winner of the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1970, and printed in the 1972 yearbook of the
Nobel Foundation in Stockholm, Sweden:

From time immemorial man has been made in such a way that his
vision of the world, so long as it has not been instilled under hypnosis,
his motivations and scale of values, his actions and intentions are de-
termined by his personal and group experience of life. As the Russian
saying goes, “Do not believe your brother, believe your own crooked
eye.” And that is the most sound basis for an understanding of the
world around us and of human conduct in it. And during the long epochs
when our world lay spread out in mystery and wilderness, before it be-
came encroached by common lines of communication, before it was trans-
formed into a single, convulsively pulsating lump—men, relying on ex-
perience, ruled without mishap within their limited areas, within their

communities, within their societies, and finally on their national terri-
tories.
At that time

the scattered peoples led extremely dlfferent hves and their social
values were often strikingly at odds, just as their systems of weights and
measures did not agree, still these discrepancies surprised only oc-
casional travelers, were reported in journals under the name of wonders,
and bore no danger to mankind which was not yet one.

728

But now
kind has
CONCUSsS1ons
stantaneou
necessary
fastly one
through ve
single eye,
native lan
broadcasti

An aval

similated
countries
various p
events, an
own scales|

And if t
there are
another
societies

insanity,
world acc
greater,

Everythi

tions....
Both c¢
time laps
would all
experiend
to be th
perience |
possess &
social st
tion to ¢
national
from a
curtailin




August

' Ivan Deniso-
1gazine Novy
e, of Premier
with Khrush-
vhen political
icy of liberal-
or and was

n the West,
ublication in
First Circle,
> selected for
der pressure
4. Sholokhov

n nove-
’rize for
of the

ray that his
er hypnosis,
ons are de-
the Russian
wn crooked
ling of the
long epochs
efore it be-

was trans-
7ing on ex-
rithin their
ional terri-

0 perceive
n what is
es beyond
i although
leir social
rights and
only oc-
wonders,

{ 2
5

SOLZHENITSYN’S PLEA

ly, tuﬂdenl

» 1 g & AT gerous one——-mthatthe
concussions "and mﬂammatxons of one of lts parts are almost in-
stantaneously passed on to others, sometimes lacking in any kind of
necessary immunity. Mankind has become one, but not stead-
fastly one as communities or even nations used to be, not united
through years of mutual experience, neither through possession of [a]
single eye, affectionately called crooked, nor yet through a common
native language, but, surpassing all barriers, through international
broadcasting and printing.

An avalanche of events descends upon us—in one minute half the
world hears of their splash. But the yardstick by which to measure those
events and to evaluate them in accordance with the laws of unfamiliar
parts of the world—this is not and cannot be conveyed via soundwaves
and in newspaper columns. For these yardsticks were matured and as-
similated over too many years of too specific conditions in individual
countries and societies; they cannot be exchanged in mid-ajr. In the
various parts of the world men apply their own hard-earned values to
events, and they judge stubbornly, confidently, only according to their
own scales of values and never according to any others.

And if there are not many such different scales of values in the world,
there are at least several, one for evaluating events near at hand,
another for events far away, aging societies possess one, young
societies another, unsuccessful people another. The divergent scales of
values scream in discordance, they dazzle and daze us, and so that it
might not be painful we steer clear of all other values, as though from
insanity, as though from illusion, and we confidently judge the whole
world according to our own home values. Which is why we take for the
greater, more painful and less bearable, that which lies closest to us.
Everything which is further away, which does not threaten this very day
to invade our threshold—with all its groans, its stifled cries, its des-
troyed lives, even if it involves millions of victims—this we consider
on the whole to be perfectly bearable and of tolerable propor-
tions....

Both countries and whole continents repeat each other’s mistakes with
time lapses which can amount to centuries. Then, one would think, it
would all be so obvious. But no: That which some nations have already
experienced, considered and rejected is suddenly discovered by others
to be the latest word. And here again, the only substitute for an ex-
perience we ourselves have never lived through is art, literature. They
possess a wonderful ability: Beyond distinctions of language, custom,
social structure, they can convey the life experience of one whole na-
tion to another. To an inexperienced nation they can convey a harsh
national trial lasting many decades, at best sparing an entire nation
from a superfluous, or mistaken, or even disastrous course, thereby
curtailing the meanderings of human history....
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And literature conveys irrefutable condensed experience in yet takes. .
another invaluable direction: namely, from generation to generation. tivate '
Thus it becomes the living memory of the nation. Thus it preserveg the cer
and kindles within itself the flame of her spent history, in a form which at the
is safe from deformation and slander. In this way literature, together e rest of
with language, protects the soul of the nation.... bos proport

But woe to that nation whose literature is disturbed by the interven- o And
tion of power. Because that is not just a violation against freedom of g ! success
print, it is the closing down of the heart of the nation, a slashing to ; . one’s b
pieces of its memory. The nation ceases to be mindful of itself, it ig i people
deprived of its spiritual unity and despite a supposedly common ? - weakne
language, compatriots suddenly cease to understand one another. Sj. e youth, .

‘ lent generations grow old and die without ever having talked about k- R We :
] themselves, either to each other or to their descendants.... 1 less on:

World literature is no longer an abstract anthology, nor a generali- _ not live
zation invented by literary historians; it is rather a certain common body o, woven
and a common spirit, a living heartfelt unity reflecting the growing unity g of natt
of mankind. State frontiers still turn crimson, heated by electric wire | method
and bursts of machine fire; and various ministries of internal affairs . birth,
still think that literature too is an internal affair falling under their - b_ecom
jurisdiction; newspaper headlines still display: ‘“No Right to Interfere ?“' arf

og O

in Our Internal Affairs.” Whereas there are no internal affairs left on
our crowded earth. And mankind’s sole salvation lies in everyone mak-
ing everything his business: in the people of the East being vitally con-

cerned with what is thought in the West, the people of the West vi- \ falsehg
tally concerned with what goes on in the East. And literature, as one of & &' And
the most sensitive, responsive instruments possessed by the human =8 s falseh
creature, has been one of the first to adopt, assimilate, to catch hold of
this feeling of a growing unity of mankind. And so I turm with con-
fidence to the world literature of today—hundreds of friends whom I
have never met in the flesh and whom I may never see.

Friends: Let us try to help if we are worth anything at all. Who from
time immemorial has constituted the uniting, not the dividing, strength
in your countries, lacerated by discordant parties, movements, casts
and groups? There in its essence is the position of writers: expressers of
the very earth its people occupy, and at best of its national spirit. T

I believe that world literature has it in its power to help mankind, in &8 B worl
these its troubled hours, to see itself as it really is, notwithstanding the.. 8 B Veap
indoctrinations of prejudiced people and parties. World literature has it goin
in its power to convey condensed experience from one land to another & P
so that we might cease to be split and dazzled, that the different scales 3 a_nd
of values might be made to agree, and one nation leamn cor- tio
rectly and concisely the true history of another with such strength of
recognition and painful awareness as if it had itself experienced t!le 9
same, and thus might it be spared from repeating the same cruel mis- g
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takes. And perhaps under such conditions we artists will be able to cul-
tivate within ourselves a field of vision to embrace the whole world: in
the center observing like any other human being that which lies nearby,
at the edges we shall begin to draw in that which is happening in the
rest of the world. And we shall correlate, and we shall observe world
proportions.

And who, if not writers, are to pass judgment—not only on their un-
successful governments (in some states this is the easiest way to eam
one’s bread, the occupation of any man who is not lazy)—but also on the
people themselves, in their cowardly humiliation or self-satisfied
weakness? Who is to pass judgment on the lightweight sprints of
youth, and on the young pirates brandishing their knives?

We shall be told: What can literature possibly do against the ruth-
less onslaught of open violence? But let us not forget that v;%m 4&
: live alone a d is not capable of living alone: It is necessarily inter-
4 n with fal d. Between them lies the most intimate, the deepest
of matural bonds. Any man who has once acclaimed violence as his
method must inexorably choose falsehood as his principle. At its
birth, violence acts openly and even with pride. But no sooner does it
become strong, firmly established, than it senses the rarefaction of the
air around it and it cannot continue to exist without descending into a
fog of lies, clothing them in sweet talk. It does not always, not nec-
essarily, openly throttle the throat; more often it demands from its sub-
jects only an oath of allegiance to falsehood, only complicity in
falsehood.

And the simple step of a simple, courageous man is not to partake in
falsehood. Not to support false actions. Let that enter the world, let it
even reign in the world—but not with my help. But writers and artists
can achieve more: They can conquer falsehood. In the struggle with
falsehood art always did win and it always does win: openly, irrefutably,
for everyone. Falsehood can hold out against much in this world, but not
against art.

And no sooner will falsehood be dispersed than the nakedness of
violence will be revealed in all its ugliness—and violence, decrepit, will
fall.

That is why, my friends, I believe that we are able to help the
world in its white-hot hour. Not by making the excuse of possessing no
weapons, and not by giving ourselves over to a frivolous life—but by
going to war.

Proverbs about truth are well-loved in Russian. They give steady

and sometlmes striking expression to the not inconsiderable harsh na-
tl nal e :

And it is here, on an imaginary fan a,' ‘breach of the principle of
the conservation of mass and energy, that I base both my own activity
and my appeal to the writers of the whole world.
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