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Young Astronaut Delegation 
Fulfills Mission of Peac~ and Friendship 

YOUNG ASTRONAUT COUNCIL 
. .,,,, 

JLv. 
. NW Suite 800, Washington, D.C. 20036 

1211 Conneoucut Av&., (202) 682•1985 

SPACE LESSON-Young Astronaut Council official Kerry Joela 
gave the Young Astronaut delegation a quick space lesson before 
they departed for the Soviet Union. What better place to learn 
than the National Air and Space Museum In Washington, D.C. 

photo by Katherine Lambert 

Part One of the historic 
Young Astronaut Youth 
Exchange with the Soviet 
Union is over and it was by all 
reports "a resounding 
success." The ten Young 
Astronauts, two Chapter 
Leaders, two officials from the 
Young Astronaut Council, a 
real-life astronaut and space 
artist are back and each had 
a glowing tale to tell of the 
adventure. 

The Soviets treated the 
delegation warmly and with 
great respect. Soviet officials 
permitted them access to 
people at the highest levels of 
Soviet society and gave them 
a chance to see sights that 
few Westerners had seen 
before. 
• In December, a delegation 
of Young Cosmonauts will visit 
the United States and the first 
round of the Youth Exchange 
between the two countries will 
be complete. 

The Young Astronauts 
selected for the Exchange 
came from all over the country 
and we.re chosen as part of a 
nationo.yide competition. Yet 
they had one significant thing 
in common, according to T. 
Wendell Butler, Executive 
Director of the Young 
Astronaut Council. He said, 
"They were all great ambas­
sadors for the United States. " · 
Butler and Linda Long, his 
assistant1 accompanied the 
young people on the trip. In 
addition, (.Chapter Leaders 
Judy White from Bowling 

· Green, Kentucky, and Wayne 
Peterson of Grand Forks, 
North Dakota, Apollo 9 
Astronaut Rusty Schweickart 
and space artist Pamela Lee, 
were part of the Young 
Astronaut delegation to the 
Soviet Union. Pamela painted 
a special picture as a gift to 
the Soviets. 

Before embarking on their 

J. 
I 

-< 
FIRST CLASS SEND-OFF-The Young Astronaut delegation was 
Invited to the White House for a parting meHage from President 
Reagan, the founder of the Young Astronaut Program. Shown 
above with the President are Mandy Heidemann of Florissant, 
Missouri, Rica Buxbaum of New York City, New York, Scott Clark 
of Tucson, Arizona, Chris Lapp of Monahans, Texas, Tad 
Dockstader of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa (behind the President), Antonio 
Smith of M~is, Tennessee, Todd Johnston of Neshanlc, New 
Jersey, Juan Calzada of Guaynabo, Puerto Rico, Heidi Riffle of 
Dayton, Ohio and Amy Grubb of Clairton, Pennsylvania. The Pres­
ident said he was proud to have them represent the United States 
In the Soviet Union. 

photo by Vicki Warren 
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ISTRO-THOUGHTS? 1- ,§t>~\t.IR~~ffO}r 
r...l.. FROM YOUNG ASTRONAUTS™ -#,"" J'lfe(~ CJrf 

MtMBU, OF Tffl YOUNG ASTRONAUT l>tLEGATION WEllE TRl'ATEP 
AS VERY SPECIAL 6UESTS DURING THE!" STAY IN THE 

SCIVIE.T UNION. THEY -'A"' PLACES THAT FEW 
FOREIGN VISITORS EVER -'Eli. 

mission, the group assembled 
in Washington, D.C. The 
delegation was given 
briefings by officials of the 
Young Astronaut Council and 
a crash course in the Russian 
language! Amy Grubb, of 
Clairton, Pennsylvania, one of 
the Young Astronauts chosen 
.for the trip, had a head start 
on the others - she began 

columnist Jack Anderson, the 
founder of the Program and by 
the President. Reagan told the 
students, "Each of you is 
going to the Soviet Union as a 
special ambassador .. . just 
by being a Young Astronaut, 
we know you already have a 
keen mind." 

Fletcher gave each 
member of the delegation a 

GIFT OF GOODWILL-The Young Astronaut delegation gave a 
painting by apace artist Pamela Lee (shown above) to the Soviets 
as a gesture of friendship. The Soviets have decided to hang the 
picture In the Air and Space Museum at Star City which la visited 
by four million people each year. Star City la similar to Johnson 
Space Center In the United States. · 

Russian classes as soon as 
. she learned she was going to 
the Soviet Union. The group 
also visited the Air and Space 
Museum and got a quick 
lesson in space history. 

special NASA pin and said his 
grandson is a Young Astronaut. 

Then it was off to Moscow. 
Upon arrival, the group was 
met by schoolchildren 
carrying armloads of flowers. 
Members of the delegation 
were also given gifts of books, 
vases, record albums, 
paintings and lapel pins. 
Warm welcomes occurred at 
every stop on the trip leading 
everyone to comment on the 
friendly nature of the Soviet 
people. 

mark in the hearts of the Young 
Astronauts. Yuri, Sascha and 
Tanya became fast friends 
with the American Young 
Astronauts. Tanya even wrote 

· two songs for the group. All 
three skipped school the day 
the Young Astronauts left just 
so they could say good-bye. 
For Juan Calzada from 
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico, the 
friendliness of the three 
Russian schoolchildren 
meant more to him than any of 
the sights he saw in the Soviet 
Union. 

Tad Dockstader of Mt. 
Pleasant,' Iowa, and Heidi 
Riffle of Dayton, Ohio, thought 
Artek was the highlight of the 
trip. Artek is a camp for the 
Young Pioneers, an umbrella 
organization for hundreds of 
Soviet youth groups, including 
Young Cosmonauts. At Artek, 
students selected to visit can 
go horseback riding, sailing or 
participate in gymnastic 
events. The American young 
people touring Artek didn't 
have time to enjoy all the 

IN TH£ SOYIET UNION, 
COSMONAUTS ARE HATIONAL 
HEROES. MOST BUOVED 

flY ALL IS YURI GA6ARJlf 
(lfl4- l"I)- THE Wo«Ufj 

FIRST MAN IN SP~E. 
AT STAR CIT1, THE YOllPIB 

ASTRONAUTS LAIi> A WREATH 
AT THE TOMII 01' GAGAIUN, 

TO Ll,1,RN HOW TO START A 
YOUNG ASTRONAUPH CHAPTER. IN 

YO!m SCHOOL, ASI( YOUR TUClfEP,. 
I TO . WIUTE TOI 
THE YOUH6 .1 ASTRONAUT COUNCIi. 

P.O. BOX 65412 
Mn. E 

WA'iMIN&To,t P.c. 200S6 
• ' > 50 

activities offered, but they did 
participate in a flag raising 
ceremony, a visit to a museum 
and got to dance. Communi­
cation was no problem, 
surprisingly, because most of 
the Soviet young people 
spoke English. The Young 
Astronauts had little time to 
talk at the dance though, for 
all 600 of the Russians 
attending wanted a chance to 
dance with an Americanl 

Tbilisi, a Russian city in the 
southern repuQlic of Georgia, 
was another favorite with 
many of the Young Astronauts. 
The weather was warm, the 
people were very friendly and 
the accomodations more 
modem than in other parts of 
the Soviet Union. Young 
Astronauts Chris Lapp of 
Monahans, Texas and Antonio 
Smith of Memphis, Tennessee, 
said the nice hotel rooms 
made Tbilisi a hit. 

Everywhere they went, the 
Young Astronaut delegation 
was impressed with the 
knowledge of the Russian 

The highlight of the time 
spent in Washington was a trip 
to the White House at the 
invitation of President Ronald 
Reagan, the initiator of the 
Program. The group assem­
bled in the Roosevelt Room · 
and was addressed by James 
Fletcher, the head of the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration; by 
A1trgn11,1t Elob CripplMj by 

Three of the Soviet 
schoolchildren at the Moscow 
Airport wo1.1ld leave a laetinQ 

SPACE IS AN INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE-That la what the 
Young Aatromiuta touring the Soviet Union learned when they 
vlaltfll • m1.1H1.1m at Kaluga In the Soviet Union. 



people about their own space 
program. Scott Clark of 
Tucson, Arizona, said, 
"Russian kids know more 
about their own space 
program than American 
children know about theirs." 
Not only do they know about 
it, but the exploration of space 
is highly revered in the Soviet 
Union. The statue of Yuri 
Gagarin, the Soviet cos­
monaut who was the first man 
in space, was breathtaking 
and is visited by cosmonauts 
before they go on a mission 
and again when they return. 
The Commander of Star City 
asked the Young Astronauts to 

to treat real Soviet cosmonauts 
when they land. 

Butler said that he.was 
surprised at the "lack of 
technical sophistication" of 
some of the Soviet spacecraft 
and their apparent lack of 
emphasis on making life , 
comfortable for their cos­
monauts on board the 
spacecraft. He said, "The 
inside of the American Space 
Shuttle is plush compared to 
Salyut 7 and Mir." He also 
mentioned that he saw few 
computers in stores or 
schools in the Soviet Union 
and noted the wonder of the 
Soviets at the workings of 

WHEW-Young Astronauts get a chance to do some space train­
Ing at the Young Pioneer camp at Artek. 

lay a wreath at Gagarin's tomb. 
Judy White commented, 

"The Soviet pride in their 
space program and the way 
they honor their cosmonauts 
is evident in a visit to Star City.· 
·star City is similar to the 
Johnson Space Center and 
the delgation was given a 
first-rate tour. They were able 
to view a mock-up of two 
Soviet space stations, Mir, 
currently orbiting the Earth, 
and Salyut 7 which returned to 
Earth last year. Later, they 
were permitted to watch the 
Soviets track Mir at their 
Mission Control. While they 
were watching, the space 
station went from New York 
City to Australia - all In 45 
minutes. 

The delegation also got a 
chance to see how Russian 
cosmonauts train and how 
tough being a real space 
traveler can be. The first 
Young Astronaut volunteer on 
a simulator got sick and had 
to be taken care of at the 
inflatible hosoital that is used 

Astronet, the Young Astronaut 
electronic mail system. Plans 
are now being developed at 
the Council to make!some 
form of Astronet available to 
the Young Cosmonauts. Butler 
said, "This is a real opportunity 
to share our computer 
successes with the Soviets 
and we could make some real 
breakthroughs." He added 
that a similar program is being 
developed with the Canadians 
and Japanese and that 
Astronet could be used to 
bring the children of the world 
closer together. 

But what the Soviets may be 
lacking in technology, they 
aren't lacking in hospitality. 
The American delegation was 
given royal treatment 
wherever they went. Numer­
ous members of the delega­
tion commented on the fact 
that while hundreds of Soviets 
waited in line to see Lenin's 
tomb on a cold, blustery 
Sunday morning, the 
American delegation was 
tJ!lhArArf tn thA frnnt nf thA linA 

REMINDER OF A PREVIOUS AMERICAN VISITOR-The Young As­
tronauts visiting a museum at Artek, the .camp for Young Soviet 
Pioneers, stopped to view an exhibit and saw a memorial to a 
previous American visitor, Samantha Sml.h. On the wall Is a tri­
bute to her which says, "Artek wlll not forget Samantha Smith." 

Wayne Peterson had another Chernob}I. For that gesture, 
story about Soviet hospitality, the Russians gave them a 
"When a regularly scheduled certificate of appreciation. 
city bus in Leningrad didn't The delegation gave Soviet 
arrive, our Russian hosts Leader Mikhail Gorbachev an 
commandeered another city engraved telescope and the 
bus and had the driver take us Soviets were especially 
to our hotel.• · pleased with the gift of books 

The delegation also got a written by the Council's own 
quick lesson in the pitfalls of Kerry Joels. One book was on 
socialism as they saw Soviets how to opeli8te the Space 
waiting in line after line for Shuttle and the other on the 
foodstuffs and other consumer planet Mars. 
goods. The Americans also . But the Soviets gave the 
learned why. A baker can't just Americans something far 
open his own bakery; the state more valuable than any 
must designate the need for material good. As Judy White 
such a bakery. Still, there were so aptly concluded, "On 
good points to the system - November 1, the American 
the delegation reported they delegation returned from the 
saw no street people, little Soviet Union with their hearts 
poverty, and little or no crime and minds brimming with 
or drug use. happy memories of new 

The entire trip was a real friendships, understandings 
educational experience for all and experiences." Young 
the members of the American Astronauts and Young 
delegation and when they left, Cosmonauts alike will benefit 
they donated their left-over if experiences like the~'=: can 
rubles (Russian money) to a be repeated every year. · 
fund to help the victims of 

UP AND AWAY-Soviet Young Cosmonauts llke to launch rockets, 
too, and give a demonstration to the Young Astronaut delegation 
at Artek. Their technology Is slightly different and the Young As­
tronauts were surprised to see them using matches to send the 
Pftl'lra+• .&. .. nua...t 
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Dayton's young astronaut returns 
· ... . .' ·, . , ~:_ . . t. . ... .• . . • . • ,· . . , . . . • .. , : I , . . 

llyT1111caan..., ' , and toured the Kremlin, the Star City astronaut training lqg here Is evening there, and_lhe llld ber stollllCII.., 
STAFF WRITER _ - _ / - · _ center ~nd the Soviet mission control center for manned stlll trying to readjust to American food. 
- _ . . .. , ·: ..... · .. . ~ OS° . - space flight. . . Soviet youngsten must wear unlfonDI In ldlool. Ille 
Y011111 people In the Soviet Union ate eager to see joint . . Soviet space officials recounted the 1975 Apollo-Soyuz learned, but she said she thought American IDd Rlllllan 

U.S.•Sovlet effort, to explore space. a Dayton teen-ager ·"rendezvous - the only time American and Soviet utro- young people are pretty much aUke. "We talked aboat 
• 11kt after ber return ,rom a three-week tour of Russian nauts have met In space - but they avoided speculating what kinds of pets they bave and whai kinds of thlnp 

ldlooll lllcl space ~ten. - about the possibility of future cooperation In space, she they're Interested In ..•. Tbey're all Interested In space." 
Retell Riffle, 14, a Colonel White High School student, . said. "They talked mostlr about the past. They don't say Sh h th y Attron ~ ~ wUJ II 

took put la I Yoa1 Altronaut International Exchange much about the future." _ e opes e oun1 . . . a . " 
Proanm that •lected 10 memben from around the coun- Young people she met were much less reserved. "The her another chance to meet with Sovtet space nthasluu. 
try to vlllt tilt Soviet Union. The Young Astronaut pro- children want to have joint missions," said Heidi, who The Soviet Union plans to send 10 of Its students to Arll«• 
anm la a private, noa-pront organization that uses apace plans to be an engineer and eventually expects to work on lea th15 year. _ _ 
n11ht to encourqe yo11q people to learn more about apace projects with Soviet and Japanese scientists. "It's stlll In the works, but we JO mlpt 1et to IO to 
math and ldence. Tuesday morning, she said she was still tired from her Washington or (the_ NASA center In) Hunt!vflle when 

Heidi met ber RUiian counterparts In Soviet acboola trip back to Dayton the day before. She noted that morn- they ,:ome," she said. · 
' . . .. \' . •·· 

·\ Heldt Riffle . ,, J 
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1 Fortaleza photo 

Gov. Hema,..dez Colon greets Juan Carlos Calzada, 14, shortly after the 
a1udent's return from a two-week visit to Russia. Calzada, a freshman at 

· -Antilles High School, won the trip to the Soviet Union In a contest 
aponsored by the Young Astronauts Clnb ta which he eompeted against 
hundreds of other youths. ·· · · · 



Dflll V ADVOU1 H. 

r.i::ttlf'Jlllt I Oll 
01\Il V V, :ti'l) 

TUE~Drl·,• 

HOV 4 1mm 
Bul(REU.E'S 

Ohio astronaut returns ~=-~ \ 
OA 't TOI{ Ohio ( AP l - A threE"-week 

trip to the Soviet Union as the only 
Ohioan among a delegation or students 
hoping to become astrQnauts has con­
vinced Heidi Rirrte that both cow1tries 
can cooperate in space 

··we·re both heading in the ~ame 
direction. I wouldn·t sav thev're ahead 
or us. bul I wouldn"t ~ay the}:•re behind 
us. either.·· Miss Riffle. I~ . said on her 
return Monday . .. we·re both ht-aded 
toward Mars." 

While lhe Soviets ha,·e a space st.i ­
tion. we have a flying space shuttle. 
despite the Challenger e:tplosicn. sh!' 
said. The Soviets are developing thei!' 
shuttle and we are developing a spat:P 
station. 

The 10th grader at Colonel White 
High School said she was suffering 
from jct lag as she met reporters at 
Dayton International Airport. Th<' ex­
cursion. which began Oct. 14, also in­
cluded stops in W:.c.hington. D.C .. and 

Frankturl. West lierman\' . 
She had so many lapel pms in English 

and Russian that Miss Riffle said she 
couldn't rememl){'r what most of !hem 
were Crom. 

The 10 other li .S. students who W<'re 
part of the Youn~ Astronaut lnt~ma­
tion:il Exchangt>r~w;~nu~ot lo visit 
tht> So\'iet !\lissitin Con ml m Moscow 
and work some of the computer gear. 
~ht> sairl Tht'Y also ,-i~ ited schcols . 
mam· museums and a student rest 
camp in the Soviet state 01 Georgia . 

"When we talked to the childrt>n . we 
hoth had the same ideas . We both wan! 
p,~ace and friendship." !\tiss Riffle said. 

••If ynu .,-~t anywhere, you would ex­
pect to Mar about Lenin and Yuri 
Gagarin'' the first cosmonaut to circle 
the Earth on April 12. 1961. she said. 

The Young Astronaut Council, a 
private. non•profit educational pro­
gram. hopes to bring a group or So,·iet 
st~dents here early next year. 



.Young 
astronaut 

·returns home 
DAYTON,-ohio (AP) - A three­

week trip to the Soviet Union as the 
only Ohioan amoQg a delegation of 
atu{Jents hoping · to become 
astronauts bas convinced -Heidi 
Riffle that both countries can 

· cooperateinspace. 
"We're both heading in the same 

direction. I wouldn't say they're 
· ahead of us, but I wouldn't say 
they're behind us, either," Miss 
Riffle, 14, said on her return Mon­
day. "We're ·both headed toward 
Mars." 

While the Soviets have a space 
station, we have .a flying space 

· shuttle, despite the Challenger 
expl05ion, she said. The Soviets are 
developing their shuttle and we are 
developing a space station. 

The 10th grader at Colonel White 
· High School said she was suffering 
from jet lag as .she met reporters at 
Dayton International Airport. The 
excursion, which began Oct: 14, also 
included stops in Washington, D.C., 
and Frankfurt, West Germany. 

She had so many lapel pins in 
English and Russian that Miss Riffle 

. said she couldn't remember what 
most of them were from. 

'1be 10 other U.S. students who 
were part of the Young Astronaut 
International Exchange ,f.rogri\jp 
got to visit the Soviet Mission 
Control in Moscow and work some of 
the computer gear, she said. They 
~ visited schools, many museums 
and a student rest camp in the Soviet · 
state of Georgia. 
. "When we talked· to the children, 

we both bad the same ideas. We both 
want peace and friendship," · Miss 
Riffle said. 
- One thing she learned that was 

different from the United States'. 
space program is that Mission 
Control keeps firm control of Soviet 
space flights, leaving less discretion 
to the cosmooauts, she said. ·y\ 

Miss Riffle said she was a little · 
disappointed the tout iocluded 10 ' 

. many museums and not a visit to the . 
Soviet lawlCb complex. 1be Soviets 

· talk little about .the future, but · 
revere the past, she said. 

"U you went anywhere, you would 
expect to bear about Lenin and Yuri 
Gagarin" tbe , fU'lt cosmonaut to 
drcle tbe Earth on April 12, 1961, lhe 
-,aid. < :- . . : • :,D r. .,_. . I • 
cn'l'be ·Young Astronaut eou.,cll, a _ 
private, non-profit · educational · 
~WI, au.-- 6A "-'_.., .. --- _. 
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U.S. young astronauts visit USSR 
A delegation of young astronauts from the U.S. has 

been deeply impressed by what they have seen of the 
Soviet space program, said Judy White, the group's 
leader in Tbilisi, capital of Soviet Georgia, last week. 
White teaches mathematics in Kentucky and hopes some 
day to teach classes in outer space. 

The delegation includes 10 U.S. studenls~whq~ 
interested in space and would like to-becon:>c istr(lnauJi. 
Amy Grabb, 14, from Pittsburgh, said she is very 'much 
pleased with the trip . She met Soviet students her own 
age and learned they have much in common, she said. 
The U.S. students earlier visited Moscow, Leningrad 
and the Crimea, visited space centers and observatories 

. and met with Soviet cosmonauts and space ex.perts. 
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Ohioan returns .frOm U.S.S.R. 
, DAYTON, Ohio (AP) - A three-week 
bip to tbe Soviet Uaioo u tbe only 
Ohioan among a delegation of students 
hoping to . become astronauts bu 
convinced Heidi Riffle that botli 
countries can cooperate in space. 

"We're both beading in the same 
direction. I wouldn't uy they're ahead 
~ us, but I wouldn't say they're behind 
us, either," Miss Riffle, 14, said on her 
return Monday. "We're both beaded 
toward Mars ... 

While tbe Soviets have a apace 
station, we have a Oying apace shuttle, 
despite tbe Qmllenger aplosion, abe 
said. 'lbe Soviets are developing their 
shuttle and we are developing a space 
atatioo. . 

1be 10th grader at Colonel White 
High School said ~ WU suffering 

. ' . . ' . 

frcm Jet lag as abe met reporters at 
Dayton International Airport. The 
excursion, which began Oct. 14, also 
included stops in Washington, D.C., and 
Frankfurt, West Germany. 

She bad so many lapel pins in English 
and Russian that Mw Riffle said she 
couldn't remember what most of them 
were from. 

The 10 other U.S. students who were 
· part of tbe Young Astronaut In­

ternational Exchange Progrant got to 
vi.sit tbe · Soviet Mission Control in 
Moscow and work some of the com­
puter gear, ahe said. 'Ibey also visited · 
IChools, many museums and a student 
rest camp in tbe . Soviet state of 
Georgia. · ' . 

0 Wben we talked to tbe children, we 
both bad the~-~· We both want . 

peace and friendship," Miss Riffle said. 
One thing she learned that wu dif. 

ferent from the United States' apace 
program is that Mwion Control keeps 
f,irm control of Soviet space flights, 
leaving less discretion to the 
cosmonauts, she said. 

Miss Riffle said she was a little 
disappointed the tour included so many 
musewm and not a visit to the Soviet 
lawich complex. The Soviets talk little 
about the future, but revere the past, 
sbesaid. 

"If you went anywhere, you would 
expect to bear about Lenin and Yuri 
Gagarin" the first cosmooaut to circle 
the Earth on April 12, 1961, she said. 

The Young Astronatt Council, a 
private, non-profit educational 
program, hopes to bring a group of l 
Soviet students here early next year. · ( 
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Ohio's young as~ronaut -returns hollle 
DAYTON, Ciiio ·(AP) - A three. International Exchange Program got 

week trip to lie Soviet Unioo as the to visit the Soviet Missioo Control in 
mly Ohioan amo~ a delegation of Moscow and· work some of · the 
students hoping to become computer gear, she said. They also 
astronauts bas convinced Heidi visited schools, many musemns and 
Riffle that both countries can a. student rest camp in the Soviet 
cooperate in space. state of Gem::gia. 

"We're both beading in the same "When we talked to the children, 
direction. I wwldn't say they're we both bad the same ideas. We beth 
ahead of us, but I wouldn't say want peace and friendmip," Riffle 
they're bebiod m, either," Riffle, 14, . .aid. 
said oo ber return Monday. "We're 
both headed toward Mars." 

While the Soviets have a space · · 
station, we bave a flying space 
aluttle, despite the Challenger ex­
plosioo, she said The Soviets are 
develq,iDg their slmttle and we are 

· develq,iDg a space station. 
'lbe lotb grader at Colonel White 

High School aid she was suffering 
from jet lag • she met repcrters at · 

, Dayton Internaticnal Airport 'lbe 
aairsi<ll, wmcb began O.ct. 14, also 
included stops in Wasbingtm, D.C., 
and Frankfmt., West Germany. 

She bad ID many lapel pins in 
English and Rllssian tba t Riffle said 

, she cwldn't reroernber -what mast of 
them were 1nm. 

"lbe 10 GUia' U.S. students who 
were part al.. lie Youn'J Astronaut ' 

' . 

One thing she learned that was 
different from the United States' 
space program is that Mission 
Control keeps firm mntrol of Soviet 
space flights, leaving les.s discretion 
to the cosmonauts, she said. 

Riffle said she was a little disap­
pointed the tour included so many 
museums and not a visit to the Soviet 
launch cmnplex. 

/ 
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YOung Astronaut In . (Jfbi~ After Soviet Tr.ii, 
• • I .. • 1 . 

r Deborah Peterson 5 l 
.. Poel-DllpetchSlatf 'S'O 
With a wlllte fox bat atop ber 
>Dde curls, It was obvious tbat all­
nericao Mandy Heidemann bad 
ought back a bit of Rusm from 
r two-week trip to the Soviet 
lion. 
Sile at Monday at ber dining 
om table in Florissant a - few 
UJ'S after retunliog from Wasb­
~n. Wbere sbe bad been enter­
ned by government officials for 
o days after ber trip. Mandy said 
lt fur llats for berself and ber 
nlly were just a part of wbat 
e'd brougllt back. 

;be aid sbe bad also brougbt 
ct Images of a people, a country 
II desires that are similar to our 
'D. 
t>De image that remains particu-
1Y strong ln ber mind is tbat of 
ar Qty," a Soviet space facility 
lere cosmonauts live and are 
lined for future space romlons. 
'"It was really spectacular," 
IDdy_sald. 
lllandy, 13, ls commander of the 
ung Astronauts cbapter at Hazel­
llRnl!JltranUDior High School. 
e was one of 10 young astronauts 
m around Ille country wbo were 
osen from among 2,000 appli­
Dts for Ille tbree-week trip to 
!Sblngtoo •Dd Ille Soviet Unlon. 

rbe irlp was Ille result of an 
-eement made between Presi­
•t Ronald Reagan and Soviet 
lier IIWlail S. Gorbachev during 
Ir aummlt meeUDg last year ID 
left. Swltzerland. Next montb, a 
eptloa of Soviet young,ters wbo 
ie to 1w c:mmoaauts ls ldleduled 
11lt ae Ualted Slates. · 

1aD4J aid 1M lf'OUP Ille 118d 
,..... ....... •joyed tap level 
Illy clearaDce and.ad acces 
...,... at ae Soviet's "'IIJs­
• Celllnl.. - Ille guiding post 
Sowlet IPICflblps ud for tract-
5"1et apace llatlons. 
We IDaad nedouls of organic 
lier ad loocl leftls OD Ille Jtu. 
1 IPIICl8 ...u. 'Peace'•, Ille _ 

said with a smile. •we were Daking 
ouL We thougbt it was pretty neat 
tbat we could get -all tbls 
lnformatlon." 

Scientific findings aside, Mandy 
said, "All the kids talk about ls that 
they want peace. Tbey really are 

• Just like us," sbe said. 

Other than some trouble with the 
paper products - namely toilet pa- . , 
per that Mandy said "could stand · \ 
up on Its own" - and food that kids '\'. · 
on the trip dubbed "mystery meat" · 
and "solid rocket boosters," sbe 
said the Soviet Union seemed not 
that foreign. · 

. "Leningrad Is really Westernized 
and areas of the Georgian Republic 
- wby they could probably be . a 
suburb of any of our major cities," 
Mandy said. 

Twenty private companies paid 
for the trip. Mandy said members 
of the group bad walked aroun~ in 
silver satin jackets with the Adidas . 
sportswear logo on the back and 
the Young Astronaut Council badge 
on the front 

Mandy, an eigbth•grader, Is a 
budding scientist wbo wants to go ·. 
lnto space medicine. Sbe Is In the 
school's gifted program and plays 
the nute ln ber school band. 

She was selected on the basis of 
an essay on bow sbe could better 
understand the people of the Soviet 
Union if &Ile were cbosen to make 
the trip. · 

1be trip bas created a flurry of . 
attention for Mandy, lncludlng an 
appearance laSt week on the "To­
day" sllow and cloZens of other in­
terviews. But sbe appeared to be 
taklng It all ID stride. . 

Sile IBld tbat 1C>me of the best · 
times OD Ille trip bad UWe to do 
with educaUon. and a lot to do with • 
fl&D. . . 

- With blue eyes sparkling. Mandy 
recalled. •we lqWlre-daDced at the 
American Emt,as,;y ID Moscow, and · 1 

we tallgbt 800 Ruslan kids on the 
Black Sea boW to do tbe Pee Wee 
Berman.• . 

~ ·; 

ft , .. · . , 

' I 
• • I 

\ ,1. 

' 

LT. Spence/Post-0..~~ 
· Mandy Heidemann, 13, at Lambert Field Monday an. · 
,eturnlng from two week• In the Soviet Union. ·; 
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· Associated Press 

WLLSBOROUGH TWP. -Thir­
teen-year-old Todd Johnston, back : 
from his tour of the Soviet Union as 
one of America's 10 "y~ro­
nauts," said yesterday be was hopeful . 
that space exploration can be a com- . 
mon ground leading to greater under : 
standing between the superpowers. · 

Johnston, an eighth-grader at Hills-• 
· borough Middle School in this Somer- : 

set County community. returned Sat- :· 
urdayasoneofl0youthsfromacross · · 

. tbe United States who bad been se-
1 lectedforanexchangeprogramwith . . 
. tbe Soviet Union. . . · , 
. The Young Astronauts program 
: wasdevelopedtwoyearsagotoen-
, courage the study of math and sci-

ence. It uses the space program as an : 
inspiration. . ·. : 

The group left for Russia on Ocl 17, : 
and visited Star City, a community : 
about 30 miles north of Moscow where: 
tbat nation's cosmonauts live and 
train. 

Asked to compare tbe Soviet and 
U.S.space programs,Jolmston said, . 
'"Tbey tend to worry more about the · 

. · . psycbological aspects of tbeir cosmo- . 
: •• It could be becametbey have to 
,. spend very long bounlnspace." · , 

Besaidbeudmetonecosmonaut · 
· wllobadjustreturned~a235-day · 
. . mwon,mostofitspeatiDaspacesta­

tlml. Tbe longest an.American bas 
beealDspacewasN days.during a 
~74Skylabmmion. . 
. ~~dbefeltspacecould be 

aplaredjoiDUy. 
~ahm,111 .... ___ , ___ ... ' 

'Basically, children can 
talk to each other, relate 
to each other on a non­
political basis. ChDdren · 
can dream.' 

·- Todd Johnston, 
Hillsborough eighth-grader 

· tus,'' be aaid>'Tbere's always some- . : 
thing new to do. We should have a joint 
trip, probably to Mars." 

As for himself, said Johnston, "I • 
always liked space. I wanted to be an 
astronaut, but as I learned more, I 
thought or being other things, like an 
aerospace engineer. If I had to bet 
now, I'd say I'll be up in space." 

The group also traveled to Moscow, 
Leningrad and the Crimea. 

Johnston said he was surprised by 
what seemed to be the near-poverty 
level in many areas. · 

"It wasn't as much people begging 
on the streets as the conditions the 
housing, which is often rundown," be 
said. "Either you're involved in the 
(Communist) party or you're poor and 
a worker." 

But the youngster said be thought 
the people interesting. 

"One thing that struck me is that 
despite communism, each province 
has retained its culture," he said. ''I 
was astonished they were allowed to." 

And the children were friendly. 
"I was disappointed lhad to leave," 

said Johnston. "The Russian kids were 
great. There weren't any bad things . 
said to us. They had only good things lo 
say; ideas they wanted to tell us. It · 
made me feel bad to have to leave 
them." .. 

Johnston, who does not speak Rus-· 
sian, noted that most of the students 

; be met spoke English and began _ -: 
· . learning the language early. 

He said be thinks foreign languages 
should be taught earlier and mort ex­
tensively in the United States. 

The youngster said bis experience 
taught him that children are tbe best .. 
ambassadors. 

"Basically, children can talk to 
each other, relate to each other on a . 

; non-political basis," Johnston said'. . : 
! "Cbildrencandream." · . 

--Most children are alike," be said . 
. "When you become an adult, in mos(:: 
: cases,you've feel you've learned all · 

you ba_ve to learn." 
Of nuclear arms reduction talks, 

Johnston said, "each country now 
· wants to give a little and take a lol We 

bave to find some midway poiDL 
"Hopefully, I tbinll. I wou'thave my 

childrenlivlns,nn,t,,rfhatl.-ft• •L-

The tension remains in many fonps: 
Johnston sa~ firsthand ~he result.°! ) 

the most recent riftinSov1et-Ameri· 
can relations - cu~ 1~de by ~ch. 
country in the others 1plomauc . _. 
staffs. ' Le . · 

When his group arrived in run- · -
grad at the American consulate, . · · · . 

. "there were only four people wor:tmg 
in the whole office," he said. "It kind of 
scares you when you're i~ a commu- . 
Dist country and something bad ha~ : ,. 
pens." 
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9th grader·­
sees Russia:· 

. . ' . 

as Young ·-··· 
Astronaut· 
By Barbara Vancheri 
Post-Gazette Staff Writer 

A
side from the custom of 
eating cow's toogue (taste 

·· buds attached) for break-
fast, the Soviets were sur­

prisingly like Americam in many 
respects, ninth-grader Amy Grubb . 
discovered in a two-week trip to · 
Russia. · . . 

It was ber vision of space travel 

. , 

! ' 

Associated Press 

Amy Grubb, arriving in Washington, D.C., with teddy bear 
appropriately flad in cosmonaut gear. 

into the 21st century that earned the met with Reagan days after he re- young people cultivate an early, in-
14-year-old girl from Elizabeth one turned from the Iceland summit. In . tense interest in politics; and stu-

'\ 

r 

of 10 YOUDg Astronaut slots on a del• addition to asking them to serve as dents' commitment to learning 
egatiori"t,ouna lot the Soviet Union. young ambassadors for their nation, extends to extra classes after regu- ' 
In a qualifying essay. she wrote ·. he announced, "We can't be held lar school hours. 
about the prospect of space colonies back because· of Soviet demands" One problem that did not confront 
and a mission to Mars lbat would be that the United States slow develop- Arny and other delegation members 
tbe product of American and Soviet ment of a missile ~ense system.· was a language barrier, since most 
bow-bow. · · Arny said that ;Reykjavik was · · of the people they encountered spoke 
, "'I still tbiDk a joint bip to Mars never broached in her meetings with English. And, no, the experience 

would be pcmible. Some things we .· . Soviet students, cosmonauts and oth- . lwo't changed Amy's plans to be a 
bave are better than theirs, some . ers. Instead, ·&be found that the So- veterinarian. "I figure the first • 
things tbey bave are better than viets - upon receiving photos of the .· . things that went into space were ani­
oars," Amy said yesterday from . : Challenger crew killed in January - · . mals, and we're trying to build space 
Wasbingtaa. D.C., while coping with · shared their grief over the loss, and · . stations and colonies, and people will 
tbescientificpheoomenoDof jetlag. .matched the Americans' desire :for want~ take their animals." 

. Amy and ber fellow travelers, bo . -.. friendship and an avoidance of war. · · John Knox Hall, the principal of 
retmoed to the United States on :. :· ""Tile people are .really Dice, and.,_ . Eliza.beth Forward Junior High 
Saturday. llad been cbasen · for the ·· they try to belp you in aoy·way they . ·, which Amy attends, plans to meet 
trip from ID estimated J00,000 stu- '._;. can. Tbe country is absolutely beau- : . : with ber to discuss how she can share 
dents ~ tbe Yoanc Astnaaut Coun- •'. · tiful," lbe aald. although lbe missed . · · lier experiences with tbe IICbooL She 
di. Tbe ceuncll is !' private, t tbe small lmuria of bome. Sbe bas a • i bas 10 rolls offilm that will belp jog 

• .....,ront program desioed to in- J ,new -'appreciation for toilet tissue . ber memory and plans to correspond . 
ereue tbe iDterest of stadents ages 6 · that's soft enough to squeeze and with a U-year-old from lloscow : 
to 16 ID math, ICieDce and related · · chewing gum available from· vend- · · · named Tanya who writes · IODl5 · · 
•jec:ts. . . . . . · · Ing machines lrith the~ of a few; , -about peace and friendship. . 

· Tlleir ._. was put of an ex.; coins. · · · · · · · · · Amy~ the daughter of Donald 
dlance warted oat between Presi· Tbe at.ops CID tbe tour included Grubb, started her trip with an 
at Reagan and Soviet leader Mik- . Moscow and its space bub called Star · · appearance on ABC's "Good Mom­
llall Gorbaicbev last November in City, lfflingrad. Slmferopol. · and · Jug America" and will end with a 
CeDeYa. Tm young c:mmoaauts will . TbWsL Among Amys oblervat1oos:· : -~ spot on .. Pittsburgh . 2Day" tomor­
Wllt Ws c:oantry In December. · Tbe bomes of many Soviets are _row.She wlll return to Pittsburgh 

. ..,,.. ...... ..tlwla ~ ..... A-•- __ ,, 6L- -1-- -· •----2 --- - -- - • ... • -

,, 
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Young astronaut 
• urges ~ooperation 

DAYTON.{AP)-Athree-week Riffle said --she; couldn't 
trip to the Soviet Union as the only remember what most of then: 
·Ohioan among a delegation of were from. 
students hoping to become . The 10 other U.S. students wbc 
astronauts bas convinced Heidi were part of the Young Astronaur 
Riffle that both countries can International Exchange·Prograrn 
cooperate in space. - got to visit the Soviet Mission Con-

"We're both heading In the trol in Moscow and work some ot 
same direction. I wouldn't say the computer gear she said. Thev 
they're ahead of us, but I wouldn't also visited schools many 
say they're behind us, either," museums and a stud~nt rest 
Miss Riffle, 14, said on her return camp in the Soviet state of 
Monday. "We're both headed Georgia. 
toward Mars.,. 

While the Soviets have a space 
station, the United States has a 
Dying space shutUe, despite the 
Challenger explosion, she said. 
The Soviets are developing their 
shutUe and we are developing a 
space station. 

The 10th grader · at Colonel 
White High School said she was 
suffering from jet lag as she met 
reporters at Dayton International 
Airport. The excursion, which 
began Oct. 14, also included slops 
In Washington, D.C., and 

· Frankfurt, West Germany. 
She had so many lapel pins In 

English and Russian that M1&s 

"When we talked to the 
children, we both had the same 
Ideas. We both want peace and 
friendship," Miss Riffle said. 

One thing she learned that was 
different from the United States' 
space program Is that Mission 
Control keeps firm control of 
Soviet space flights, leaving less 
discretion to the cosmonauts, she 
said. 

Miss RlfOe sald she was a little 
disappointed the tour included 50 
many museums and not a visit to 
the Soviet launch complex. The 
Soviets talk lltUe about the future, 
but reve~ the past, she said. . _) 
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'Soviet 
-trip gives 
girl, 14, 

• new views 
BJ' Lee Bowman 
TIie Pltbb11r'1a Pm• 

Back from a two-week tour of the 
Soviet Union, Young Astronaut Amy 
Grubb said sbe·was surprised to find 

· tbat Soviet space facilities were less 
advanced than she expected. 

"I was surprised by the fact that , . 
things looked tbe same as in the U.S. 
Tbe buildings looted the same, for 

-instance, yet there was something 
• • just a litUe different about them. 

'Ibey weren't quite as advanced as 
ours." 

1be 14-year-old Elizabeth Town­
: ship girl and Dine other American 

, teenagers returned to the nation's 
capital last night after touring Len­
ingrad, the Crimea, Soviet launching 
pads, and Star City outside Moscow, 
tbe U.S.S.R. counterpart of the John­
son Space Center in Houston. 

Ber itinerary included a meeting 
with President Reagan and an ap­
pearance on ABC's Good Morning 
America with two of her colleagues. 
They're to be back on . the show· 
tomorrow for an encore report on 
tbeir trip. 

Miss Grubb said tbe tour modified 
ber career goal . 

A ninth-grader at Elizabeth For­
ward High School. sbe would like to 
become a veterinarian. Sbe explains 
tbat wben humans establish perma­
nent bases in space, they'll take 
animals with tbem. 

""You need someone to take care 
of them," sbe said in interview 
before her bip. 

Sbe says now tbat sbe would also 
·. lite to study psychology. "In particu­
. Jar rd like to study kids in space, 
· bow they react to lbeiog in apace. I 

· tlliDk that would be fascinating. In 
.~ fact. I wouldn't mind being the· first 
· kid in space myself." . 
~ , lliss Grubb, mmng at National 

Airport. canied with ber a teddy 
bear' wearing a apace suit. a pur­

. dlase she made wbile attending a 
space camp in California earlier this 

': year. 'lbe mascot accompanied ber 
, tllroagbout tbe Soviet trip. 
'. . Sbe said ber fa't'Cll'ite atop OD tbe 
-· Jaaraey was tbe Se.a of Tbllisi in 
. lio,iet-Georgia. -We met a lot of 
· c:ldldren oar OWD age tbere. Every-
et was really llice. Even .tile 

, ... lb.." • aid. 

' 
Rosa A. Catanz.a!The Pltllburgh Press 

Amy Grubb. toured Soviet launch sites 
. . . 

years ago to increase interest and 
. skills in mathematics, science and 
other technology-related subjects 
among students aged & to 16. ; 

Corporate sponsors and manufac­
turers of Young Astronaut-licensed . 
products provide mast of the funding 

· for Uae educational program, wblcb 
is active 1D thousands of schools 
ac::roa tbe country. • 

An exchange of visits between 
· American Young Astronauts and So­

viet Young Cosmonauts wu agreed 
to by tbe respective governments in · 
June. the fint tangible result of · an 

. agreement reached by President 
. . Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail 

Gorbachev at tbe. Geneva Summit 
. Jut ,ear. .. . . 

. TIie exchanges bad been in doubt 
anW tbe end of September due to~ 

· detentloD of American correspon­
dent Nicholas Danlloff, bat tbe ~ 
Inti... Al ...... .al--6- -·-•~ &L-. 

Buller, · executive director of the 
Young Astronaut Council 

Before leaving Washington Oct. 
16, the American youths met briefly 
with President Reagan. 

Ten Soviet youths will make a 
reciprocal trip beginning Dec. 2. 

Buller said the tours are intended 
to promote "education, peace and 
understanding between tbe children 
of both nations." 

Miss Grubb WU selected from 
among soo.ooo Young Astronauts · 
aged 1S to 15 (Commander level 
with the Young Astronauts and tbe 
aame age group u the young Cosmo­
uuts) through an may contest and 
Interviews . 

(Lee Bowman ls Pittsburp Press 
Wuhiagtoa corrapoadeat). f 
THE PITTSBURGH PRESS 

PITTSBURGH PA • n -~K .. 111•11 .... , I,:..., ••• 
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PINEY BRANCH VISITS WHITE HOUSE 

SILVER SPRING EDmON 

·voung ·Astronauts: Local students ·help 
Reagan launch U.S.-Sovief exchange 

'iJ ~ --

Piney lranch •l•m•ntary School teacher Su1an MIiier stands outside the 
White Hou•• with fifth-grade 1tudent, Liam Davitt, David ltlla, Dawn 

. "' lluttNI end Jeanette Tinney end 1lxth1rade 1tudent, Dlallo hy, Kofi 
.' ~.PNffl1t9n1, .I••~•• Horn•nd•~ Ch•~•~ Lo•'.Y•. ~•rott· '.•nt•• and Klr• . 

. • S!9nnbu .... . , \ r· . • .. . · ·_·· : ·. ''.:' ' '. · . ' ~; . . .... .... ·- • SlallpholobyAlecHant . 

ly ALIC HARRIS . 
o.-.. 51aff ......... 

• Give 10 . MontROmery County fifth­
and sixth-grad~ students the once-in-a­
lifetime chance to see President Ronald 
Reagan in the White House, and how 
do you think they'd respond? 

Probably not with. "I thought it was 
. going to be more exciting," as one 

student said. 

Or. "It was more than a little bor­
ing." as fifth-grader Jeanette Tinney put 
it. "I didn't expect him to speak about 
Star Wars ." 

Adderl a not her student: "kids really 
Arr.n't thAI ir,tP.rf!11tPr! l_in Star Wari1)." 

But any on~ of the kids - all stu­
dents in the Young Astronauts program 
at Piney Branch Elementary School in 
Takoma Park - will tell you it was an 
experience they will not forget. 

"Hi, WAIi 1m rP.11 I." om, 1tud,mt i111ld. 
"lt11 lookll 1111 onfl 0 d1m,n1lon• I on T. V." 

See STUDENTS, pap 8 
•. ,.,. "~- ·•-,> : ... _ ' ..... ~ .. ... ...-··/- -
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Students visit Reagan, White House 
From page 1 

The students were invited to 
the White House to help kick 
off a major student exchange 
program last week between t~e 
United States and the Soviet 
Union. 

A select· group of 10 Young 
Astronauts from across the 
country will be the guests of the 
Soviet Union for two weeks. 
Later this year. 10 Young Cos- · 
monauts will mme to the Unit­
ed States. 

The exchange, the first ever 
between secondary school stu­
dents, was planned during the 
superpower summit held in Eu­
rope one year ago. 

The farewell ceremony, high­
lighted by a speech from Rea­
gan, was still being planned the 
day before. 

Last Wednesday at 2:30 p.m., 
White House officials tele­
phoned Piney Branch and in­
vited 10 students ,and one 
teacher to the farewell. (Piney 
Branch was selected because 
the school has one of the oldest 
young astronaut programs in the 
area.) The delegation from the 
school was due at the White 
House in less than 24 hours. 

The teachers at Piney Branch 
had to act fast. 

They whittled a group of 
some 200 students down to the 
permissible 10. Then they had 
to decide which teacher could 
go. 

Susan Miller, who has been 

teaching science to Piney 
Branch students in the Gifted 
and Talented Program for three 
years, was selected. That night, 
she phoned the families of the 
luck.v 10 students. 

Many of the students went to 
the social security office to get 
their first-ever official identifi­
cation the next morning. They 
were told l.D.'s·were necessary 
to get White House clearance. 

The students gathered at 
school later that morning and at 
11 a.m. headed for the White 
House on the Metro. 

lt turned out that the stu­
dents did not need the social 
security numbers -their birth 
dates sufficed. After supplying 
their names to a security guard, 
they filed past the secret service 
agents and into the White 
House. 

The Roosevelt Room - just 
down the hall from the Oval 
Office - was small. Five rows 
of chairs and a roped-off section 
bristled with a forest of cameras 
and tripods. 

Young Astronauts creator 
and syndicated columnist Jack 
Anderson made .a brief intro­
ductory speech. Then he ut­
tered the famous words: "Ladies 
and gentlemen, the President of 
the United States." 

Reagan walked into the room 
and immediately began reading 
a prepared script. 

The students were expecting 
Reagan to speak about the· 
Young Astronauts program. He 
did, equating the students head-

Ing for the ~•wi1·t l 'ni,,n with 
Neil Armstrun):? . 

The exchanp' rrq:ram was 
an important first !-IPp for the 
countrv, Rea1mn !mid. 3S was 
Armstrong·s first step on the 
moon. 

But the bulk of his 15-minute 
speech focused on Star Wars. 
Just days after Reagan returned 
from the pre-summit in Iceland. 
the country's Strategic Defense 
Initiative was in the forefront of 
more minds than the Young 
Astronauts program. 

The event ended as abruptly 
as it started, and after being 
presented with a space shuttle 
pin, the group was quickly es­
corted outside. 

Although many students said 
they were disappointed Reagan 
equated Star Wars with the 
Young Astronauts, they were 
quick to air their views on the 
nuclear threat. 

"l just hope I live to the year 
2000 and all these missiles don't 
go off accidentally," said fifth­
grade student Liam Davitt. "It's 
quite possible because we are 
only human. We make mistak­
es. 

"That nuclear stuff - we 
don't need it," he added. 

Liam said the country would 
be far better off if it spent the 1 

money for nuclear weapons on 
research in suspended anima­
tion. 

The students praised the 
Young Astronauts curriculum 
-a project · that embraces all 
subjects, not just math and sci­
ence. Last year, for example, the 
school's social studies teachers 
organized a mock summit on 
space policy. 

They also designed a space 
.. suit and, in another project, 

sought ways to repair a space 
suif leak. 

Despite the emphasis on 
technology and space, the stu­
dents said they do not feel pres­
sured into being astronauts. 

One student wanted to be a 
doctor who treats utronauts. 
Another hoped to be a space 
shuttle pilot, but just u long as 
he didn't have to spacewalk. 

But sixth-grade student Kofi 
Frempong said she does not 
have the stomach for it. 
... .,~ probably get sick a lot," 
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Reagan meets with Young Astronauts 
President tells junior high students Soviet price f~r agreement too high 

WASHINGTON (AP) - in Geneva. 
President Reagan told a group . Addressing the Young Astro. 
of Junior high school students nauts participants and others ln 
bound for the Soviet Union that a group of .about M students 
the arms control agreement he and teachers, Reagan said the 
passed up In Iceland would Reykavlk summit last weekend 
have been "a deal that we "was a crossroads, not between 
couldn'tafford." having and not having an 

Admlnistratlon offlclals sald agre~ment, but rather between 
they hope to work out agree- bllevlng that nothing can 
ments to reduce superpower change and believing ln a fu­
nuclear weapons, but said the ture that offers hope that our 
Soviet Union has not said In world wlll some day be free of 
two preliminary bargaining the awesome fear of nuclear at­
•esslons whether a dispute over tack." 
the Star Wars program wlll "Mr. Gorbachev and I were 
•tand ln the way. able to come closer to finding 

"We hope to clarify ths point the magic formula which would 
1n our discussions in Geneva," permit us to reduce the number 
Pete Martinez, a State Depart- of weapons In our nuclear arse­
ment spokesman, said Thurs- nals, even eliminate .them en-
day. tlrely," the president said . 

Reagan met at the White But Reagan told the students 
House with five boys and five he balked at terms that would 
girls in grades 7 to 9, who were have kllled his proposed Strate­
selected on the basis of appllca- glc Defense Initiative, the so­
tlons and Interviews to take called "Star Wars" space­
part In the Young Astronauts based m'isRlle d('fl'nRl' Rystem, 
Program. They are leaving fo because "It might huvl' bern 
tour the Soviet Union through Columbus Day, but I wasn't 
Oct. 28, visiting schools and about to give away the store for 
other sltes and meeting with a dear that .we couldn't afford." 

-cosmonauts. "I couldn't give up your fu . 
The trip ls part of a U. S- ture," he told the young people. 

Soviet exchange agreed upon On Capitol Hlll, Sen. Ted Ste­
by Rea111n an~ Soviet leader vens, R-Alaska, speaking to re-

. Klkhall Gorbachev at their · porters l~medlately after his · 
aummlt meetlilg last November · return from the Geneva talks, .. ~ 

said the current Soviet position 
linking an agreement on medi­
um-range missiles in Europe to 
agreement on confinement of 
Star Wars research to the labo­
ratory represents an abandon­
Ing of Gorbachev's commit­
ment not to do that. 

Stevens, a member of a bl­
partisan group .of senators who 
are closely following the arms 
talks, said that Gorbachev last 
February had backed off an 
earlier rigid position and 
''clearly said the Soviets will 
not tie an agreement on (medi­
um-range mlsslles) to the 
Strategic Defense Initiative In 
any way." 

But he said Gorbachev's posi­
tion In Iceland "clearly breaks 
that agreement.'' Stevens said 
U.S. negotiators have to find 
out "what happened to that 

agreement" and determine 1f It 
can be reinstated. 

He said that chief U.S. nego­
tiator Max Kampelman and 
other U.S. bargainers are 
somewhat optimistic that pro­
gress still can be made but that 
In meetings so far. both sides 
are merely repeating the posi­
tions taken ln Iceland. 

"The optimism Is there be­
cause we have come a long 
ways," Stevens said. "The I 
Soviets certainly haven't left . 
Geneva and we certainly aren't i 
going to leave. 

The senator said he believes 
1 

Reagan and Gorbachev will 
meet ln a summit again, over­
coming whatever bitterness the 
collapse of the Iceland talks 
may have caused. 

U.S. and Soviet negotiators . 
met Wednesday In Geneva. 
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~ to students: 'I couldn't give up your future 
~051 .. 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Presi- Martinez, a State Department Addressing the Young Astro- our nuclear arsenals, even eliminate 

dent Reagan told a sroup of junior spokesman, said Thursday. nauts participants and others in a them entirely," the president said. 
high achoo) 1tudente bound for the Reagan met at the White House group of about 50 students and tea- But Reagan told the students he 
Soviet Union that the arms control with five boys and five girls in chers, Reagan said the Reykavik balked at terms that would have 
agreement he paned up in Iceland grades 7 to 9, who were selected on summit last weekend "was a cross- killed his proposed Strategic De-
would have been "a deal that we the basis of applications and inter- ·roads. not between having and not fense Initiative, the so-called "Star 
couldn't afford." views to take part in the Young having an agreement, but rather Wars" space-based missile defen9e 

Administration officials said they A~tronauts Program. They are leav• between believing that nothing can system. because "it might have 
hope to work out agreements to mg to tour the Soviet Union change and believing in a future been Columbus Day, but I wasn't 
reduce nperpower nuclear weapons, through Oct. 28, visiting schools that offers hope that our world will about to give away the store for a 
but 1ald the Soviet Union has not and other sites and meeting with some day be free of the awesome deal that we couldn't afford." 
Aid in two preliminary bargaining cosmonauts. fear of nuclear attack." 
ee11ion1 whether a dispute over the The trip is part of a U .$-Soviet 
Star Wars . program will stand in exchange agreed upon by Reagan 
the way. and Soviet leader· Mikhail Gorba-

"We hope to clarify ths point in chev at their summit meeting last 
our. discussions in _ Geneva," Pete November in Geneva. 

"Mr. Gorbachev and I were able 
to come closer to finding the magic 
formula which would permit us to 
reduce the number of weapons in 

/\ 

"I couldn't give up your future,·· 
he told the young people. 

Both superpowers indicated 
Wednesday they were ready to 
build on the Reykjavik summit. 
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PRESIDF!NT REAGAN meets with Moscow-bound 
school children, Thursday, in Washington. The children 
are a part of the ¥.oung_ As~nal!t.J»;t"Ogram. The presi­
dent told the chililreri 'be refused to trade his "Star Wars" 
missile-defense program for a sweeping arms agree­
ment at the Iceland summit because, .. I couldn't give up 
1our future." · 
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Local girl 
off for visit 
to Russia 
By Lealle J. Allen ,. 
Otit.-DlmocrllSll«W,_ , i~ I 

Talb between the leaders ol the 
United S&ates and the Soviet Union 
may bave been baited, but a 13-
,ear-old FlorisaaDt girl ii benefiting 
from one area an which the two 
eauntries lti1l agree - cultural a­
c:banges. 

Mandy Heideman, commander of 
the Young Astronauts chapter at 
Hazelwood <=entral Junior High 
School, left (or a three-week trip to 
the Soviet Unioo Tuesday. She is one 
ol only 10 Youog Astronauts in the 
United S&ates takinl the trip. 1bey Mandy Heideman: 'I think it will kind of pave the way for 
were cbosm from among 2,000 a~ future exchanges.' 
plicants, qes 13 to 16. 

THE YOUNG ASTRONAUTS felt it was too bad that they couldn't 
airosram is a national, privately fi- come to an agreement." 
nanced program in which students MANDY SAID SHE is "excited and 
are taught math. acience and related honored" about being chosen for the 
IUbjecla · tbrougb applications in- trip. "I think it will kind ol pave the 
l'OmDg the space program. way for future exchanges." 

Mandy's trip ii a result ol the cul- As she watched the plane take orr, 
CmaJ q,eement made between llaody's mother, llari.lyn, said she 
Pr.ideal Reapn and Soviet leader bad mil:ed emotions about ber 
llikbail S. Garbacbev during last daughter's trip. ''You're very excited 
November's IIIIDJDit In Geneva, for them, and you bow it is well­
Switzerlud. In December. a dele- . planned and organized, but three 

. ptioo ol Soviet ,aunpten will viait weeks is a loog time." 
tbe United States. 1be students will be in Washington 

Mandy said lbe wasn't worried until Tbur&day, spending all day 
about the llnudown al the receot IVednesday In briefing aessioos with 
mlnHummit &alb In Beytjavit, the Young Astronauts Council. 
Iceland. 'ftlunday, the students will Yilit the 

"'l'bey made proviaioas far a- 51,tilhsoalao Inatitutions' Air and 
ebaJ11e1 ,_. ..,..i ,-n at the Jut · Spacelluseum. 
1111111Dit," lbe Aid. ... 1 don't tbiDt it'll IN IIOSOOW, tbe Americam will 
·•" too mada effect cm (the trip). I Nit a apace raeardl ceder, tbe 

Kaluga Museum or Space Research, 
the Institute or Microbiological 
Processes, a school and a ballet 
performance. 1be group then goes to 
Leningrad to visit musewns and 
cultural centers and the Leningrad 
Palace of Young Pioneers and School 
Students. 1bey will also visit the 
Crimea to aee the Artek All-Union 
Pioneer Camp and the Crimean 
Junior Academy or Sciences. 

From Oct. 23-25, the group's 
itinerary includes a "surprise," 
Mandy said. "We think we're going 
met to Moscow to maybe meet 
Gorbachev, but we'll have to see." 

Lutly, the students go to Soviet 
Georgia to aee the 1bilisy City Palace 
al Pioneen and School Students. 
'l'bey reCurn to Washington OD Nov. 1, 
and llaady wUI return to St. Louis OD 

Nov.S. 
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-Youth who aiqis for the stars 
to discuss ideas with Soviets 

B)" John Beifuss 
Staff Reporter 

Antonio Smith. a boy who would fly, has 
stars in his eyes. 

Electric lights reflected in his glasses like 
planets in a spaceship viewport. 

He was at the Mall of Memphis recently, 
along with other young would-be astronauts. 
They displayed models of rockets and Skylabs 
and things that never go bump (there is no 
sound) in the always-night. 

A shopper looked at Antonio's futuristic 
space station model. and said: "That's not rea­
lity." 

Antonio replied: "I know, but I want to be 
part of the dream." 

That's a favorite story of Marietta Bridge­
forth, sponsor of the Young Astronaut Pro­
gram chapter at Chickasaw Junior High 
School. Maybe it gives some indication of why 
Antonio, 1S, was chosen one of 10 Young As­
tronauts who will talce part in a historic ex­
change program with the Soviet Union. 

The 10 were chosen from among some 
66,000 applications, Mrs. Bridgeforth said. 

Antonio will leave Memphis Tuesday. He 
will spend the night in Washington, have din­
ner with the President, and take part in a na­
tional press conference before leaving for 
two weeks in the U~R. 

Tbe Young Astronauts will visit Soviet 

space facilities, museums and schools, and 
meet with their Russian counterparts, the 
Young Cosmonauts. In December, the Young 
Cosmonauts will visit the United States, and 
Antonio will accompany them on a trip to the 
space museum in Huntsville, Ala. 

"What better way to promote peace and un­
derstanding among nations than to have our 
children get to know each other?" said Edith 
Westermann, director of media relations for 
the Young Astronaut f,ouncil ii:tY\.'.ashington. 

Theeveiinstnelirstolaseries of annual 
youth delegation exchanges agreed upon by 
President Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev at the Geneva summit in Novem­
ber. 

The Young Astronaut Program is a nonprof­
it, privately funded method "to use the excite­
ment of the U.S. space program to motivate 
kids to study math, science, computers and 
other topics," Ms. Westermann said. "Kids 
have a natural fascination with space." 

Chickasaw was one of the pilot schools cho­
sen when the program was launched two 
years ago. Now, there are 7,000 Young Astro­
naut chapters, or 250,000 program members, 

· in the United States and overseas. 
Antonio, the son of Effie Smith of 3941 Dear­

born, will be honored tomorrow at a school 
assembly. • 

After his trip to the U~R. Antonio has oth­
er travel ambitions. "I'd like to be the first stu­
dent in space," he said. 
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TucsonbOj 
is 'young ~1! ,-~· astronaut~~: . ... , .. 
Group.to travel ~ /~~! 
to Soviet Union (if_: 

:~: By DAN BAREN 
Citizen Steff Writer ::1-:·r: 

Scott Clark has never dreame~t,f 
becoming a fireman or a bas~~l 
player. · : :•. ~: 

At age 8, his dreams elaborat~ly 
depicted a career as a solar:~'gi­
neer working in space. :~>::: 

Now 13, Clark has taken a:g1an~ 
leap forward toward achieving h1s 
goal. · : ::- :-:; : 

He is one of 10 U.S. "young asti;~ 
nauts" who will travel to the Soviet 
Union next week. Chosen . fr~ni 
among thousands of applicants_ by 
the Young Astronauts Council, •h~ 
10 will tour Soviet space facilities 
and teach Soviet children about th~ 
U.S. space program. : 

Clark said the journey has an-
other important function: · : 

"We are going to promote peac~. 
They have the same goals for peace 
and the same fears that we -do. 
Hopefully, we can help create an 
environment for peace in the. fu-. , ... .,. ,. ' 
ture. -··-.· . 

A privately funded J'roup;·1h~ 

.'eoott·c1~;..~,~ t~r ~pace f~cllltiee In thX:s:'vi:~~?oSJ~uc~~-~•!:.~~ ·. ·. ! / ,• · TUCION, co~t;n~ 
J • • "' '• . , • 1 • • • ,• , , • • • • t . ,, I • ' • , Z • I j r \ ' ' ' , • . • , , : • , ' , • ~-~ 

First Edition/SO Pages/35 Cen 



Wednesday, Ocotber 8, 1986. -

I Tucson·teen na1ned? 
'young ·astronaut'- · 
- : \ ' / I 

. Continued from 1 A . camp . might have coaiyJ,n~ed the 
council to select me. . 

Young Astronauts· Council was es· . '_'While ot~er applic~'ts we~e noi: : 
tablished by President Reagan in d01!1g anythmg space-related with : 
J984 to _encourage young people's · their summer, I was teaching kids', 
mterest m space sciences. . . about neutral buoyancy and how to 

"I have been reading books on build rockets," he said;,!! " . · 
space for as long as I can remember, ' Clar_k also wrote a repori on what. 
and I definitely plan on becoming he beheved would be m the future 
an astronaut," Clark said. . of the American space' program. 

He said Sister Judy Bisignano, his He told_the council he c_ould foresee 
teacher at the Kino Learning Cen· th_e Umted St~tes gettmg together 
ter, 6625 K First Ave., encouraged w1th other nations to form a space 
him to apply for the program. habita! program. . 

Bisignano, an Arizona semi-final- In lus quest for promoting peace, 
ist in the Teacher in Space pro- C:lark said he will take> petitions: . 
gTam, constructed a replica of the sig~ed by Tucsonans to t.he Soviet -: 
space shuttle at the school and runs Un!o.n. Eac~ person who signs the; 
8 summer space camp. pet1t1ons will pledge to .respect onP: . 

· As a student-teacher at the camp another and the environment, 40d. · 
. last summer, Clark helped com- to work tog~ther to bring . about. a: . 
mand a 24-hour simulated shuttle peaceful, umted world. • . 
flight. He also has lectured students Clark said he hopes to collect as~: 
on_!he ~story of space research. many as 150,000 signatures,: but: 

He 1s extremely well educated has only four. A copy of the petition· • 
on the subject and will be an excel- will appear in tomorrow's Tucson 
lent representative of both the Citizen. · 
~hool an~ the United States," Bi- Clark will leave Tuesday°::for; : 
stg~ll!lo satd. . Washington, where he willmeethis: 

. B1S1gna!10 will have Oar~ relate fellow "young astronaui$'' for the· 
his expenences to other Kino stu- first time. The group wa·lt lea ·r· " 
dents h h tu "Sc . . ve or-. . w e_n e re ms. ott, m a Moscow on Oct. 16. · , • 
way, 1s gomg for all ofus." · . ; · . · : 
· The eighth-grader said he feels ~ ndra Clark, Scott's· mother,. 
luckytohavebeenselected,butalso 5a:id she hoJ>E:s h_er son's journey! 
said he 'feels qualified to represent wall e~pa!1~ has View of the worl_d.: 
his country. · . She said 1t 1s !l tremendous chance. 

"Many of the other applicants to promote fnendship betweeoJhe: 
were probably as knowledgeable superpowers. · '~ :,·: 
and as interested in space as me, but Agreed the youth, "It's the op-· 
my W(,)rk with the summer space portunity ofa lifetime." · , ~ . : 

• II I . , . , . 
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f ~uth's star quest leads to Soviet tour 
ei.~> / · -- ' · , Lons 11ld pro,nm offlclab 

PNu ~ ,-'· • ·. · .r • I, . r~und Johnston's essay impres-
, s1Ve from the first sentence. 

[ILLSBOROUGH - Thir­
!n•year-old Todd Johnston's 
est for the stars is going to 
:e him on a tour of the Soviet 
ion as a teen-age ambassa­
~ with the Y~ut 
•mm. . 
o&nston, a student at Hills­
"OUlh Middle School, is one 
lO applicants selected in the 
lted States for the Soviet 
r by the privately t'unded 
shington, D.C.-based pro-
m. . . . 
When I round out. I just 
1ped," said Johnston, a 
ce enthusiast who has been 
·responding with. NASA 
~e age S. "I was dancing 
und the room. It was crazy." 
he Young Astronaut . Pro­
m, rounded and chaired by 
,spaper columnist Jack An• 
son, has 250,000 members in 
00 chapters in schools na-
1wide. 
he program, which is not ar­
ated with the National Aero­
ltics and Space 
ninistration, offers schools 
plemental space-theme cur• 
ala in math, science and 
inolgy. 
elections for the tour were 
ed on academic' perform­
e, involvement in local 
pters, and an essay describ-
why students wanted to 

1 a trip to the Soviet Union, 
I · prol!'am . spokeswoman 
la Long. 

Todd Johnson, 13, of Neshanic Station is among 10 young Americans chosen to tour the Soviet 
Union as part of a Young Astronaut Program. In exchange, beginning in October, 10 Young 

. Cosmonauts wlll tour the United States. 

The Oct. 16-Nov 1. tour is a re­
sult of the cultural exchange 
agreement reached at the No­
vember 1985 summit between 
President Reagan and Soviet 

· leade~ Mikhail Gorbachev, 
· Lohg said. : · 

She.said the tour will be one 

of the few western looks at So• 
viet space operations, inclu­
ding a visit to mission control 
at Leningrad and the country's 
primary launch facility in cen• 
tral Asia. · 

The program· wlll pay for the 
students' airfare and the Soviet 

Union's Committee on Youth 
Organizations will fit the bill 
for travel, meals and hotels. 

Aller the trip, the Young As­
tronaut Program will host a 
delegation pf .10 young cosmo­
nauts who will tour the Kenne­
dy and Johnson Space Centers. 

Johnston looked up the Soviet 
speJling or "space," and incor­
porated it along with the Eng­
lish spelling in a sentence 
saying that for bcJth countries 
space is the "final frontier." 

Johnston also wrote that he 
would like to "experience the 
rich Russian culture and s«ial 
life" and compare bis dreams 
of the future with those of Rus­
sian youths. 

Johnston said bis interest in 
space goes back as far back as 
he can remember, when his 
family lived near Cape Canav­
eral, Fla. He would send NASA 
letters and pictures he drew or 
spacecraft. 

"I think basically what inter­
ests me most about space is the 
vastness of it," he said. "We 
have pretty much conquered 
our Earth. Space is so endless. 
and there's so much more we 
can learn from il" 

As he got older, he said, his 
letters to NASA became more 
sophisticated, with his latest 
correspondence urging the 
head astronaut recruiter to 
consider children for space ex• 
ploration. 

"We are the future of NASA," 
he said. "Without us, there will 
be no space program. We 
should try to boost space enthu-
1lasm . amon, kids. And the 
Youn, Astronaut Prosnm ls a 
very neat way of doing tbal" 
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Space fascination lands\ 
N .J. boy on Soviet tour 

HILI.SBOROUGH, N.J. - Thirteen­
year-old Todd Johnston's quest for 
the stars is going to take him on a 
tour of the Soviet Union as a teenage 
ambassador with the Young Astro-
naut Program. · · · - - · · -
~ohhston:-a student at Hillsbor­
ough Middle School, in Somerset 
County, is one of 10 applicants se­
lected in the United States for the 
Soviet tour by the privately funded 
program, based in Washington. 

"When I found out, I just flipped," 
said Johnston, a space enthusiast 
who has been corresponding with 
NASA since he was S. "l was dancing 
around the room. It was crazy." 

The Young Astronaut Program, 
founded and chaired by newspaper 
columnist Jack Anderson, has 250,000 
members in 10,000 chapters in 
schools nationwide. 

The program, which is not affili­
ated with the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, offers 
schools supplemental space-theme 
curricula in math, science and tech­
nology. 

Selections for the tour were based 
on academic performance, involve­
ment in local chapters and an essay 
describing why students wanted to 
take a trip to the Soviet Union, said 
program spokeswoman Unda Long. 

'l'he tour, from Oct. 16 to~- I, is a 

result of the cultural-exchange 
agreement reached at the November 
summit between President Reagan 
and Soviet leader Mikhail S. Gorba­
chev, Long said. 

She said the tour would be one of 
the few western looks at Soviet space 
operations, including a visit to mis­
sion control at Leningrad and the 
country's primary launch facility in 
central Asia. " 

The program will pay for the stu­
dents' airfare, and the Soviet Union's 
Committee on Youth Organizations 
will foot the bill for travel, meals anc.J 
hotels. 

After the trip, the Young Astronaut 
Program will host a delegation of JO 
young cosmonauts, who will tour the 
Kennedy and Johnson Space Centers. 

Long said program officials found 
Johnston's essay impressive from the 
first sentence. Johnston looked up 
the Soviet word for space and inc~r­
porated it along with the English 
word in a sentence saying that space 
was the "final frontier" for both na-
tions. ' 
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TODD l•nslea will 
get a rare leok at 
lovlet •pace epera• 
Ilona when lie teun 
Ule tJSSR aut month 
u a teeuge ambu• 
udor wltla tbe Young 
Astronaut Prosram. 

Tedd, IS. a •tudent 
al Blll1borouc• Mid• 
die Bcbool la New ler• 
eey, la eae of 10 U.8. 
appllcana. Hlec&ed 
for tbe Soviet tMlr by 
the prlva&ely funded 
Wubln1ten•baaed 
pro1ram. 

Tbe trip wlU feature 
a Ylalt to mission con• , 
trol at Leningrad and _ 
a rare leok at the ' · 
country'• primary 
launch facility In cen­
tral Asia. { .. 

-I'm really aur• •· . 
•rtsed they're Jetting '• 
aa aee so macb." aald r · Tedd, a apace eatbu- c,-
elut wbo aald lie llaa • t ::::r-a Jol~f ~ 
Soviet space pn,iect. !? . 

EW YORK POST, THURSDAY, SEPTEM&ER 25, 1986 

The Yowa1 Astro- t, 

::U.!.ct ~·.,,ro.:: f ./0~;t.•1i~tf£::+ {/ ,>· " £ ~~ p:: :'.}; .. :._L·J··f · 
!:ts:~ In t .. :. '~---~-- .; -> 

Tbe program, which ~ -'_ <. ·; "_', •'-• - .. ~ .. 
la not afflllated with F< i ·; ~-· · ' -~, 
NASA, offers achools t> --__ .,. ·.. , - ,. 
aupplemental space- • .. ·. · ./ ·.::-:,.. .. · ·· 
Uleme carrlcala In. :, :::: · "\ : : -~ -~ ·.. ; 
math, science and 
technology. 

leledJollS for tile tour 
wa-e baaed - .... 
demlc perfM'IIUlllCe, 
bawlvement In local 
dlap&ers. ... sludeots' 
-ya. 

Tbe OcL 11 te Nov. 1 
tear Is a result of tbe 
eultaral ucllanp · 
agreement readied at 
ae · November ING 
HJDmlt Wweea 
President Bea1an 
and Soviet leader 
Mlkball GorlNlmev. 

'fte ........ will ,-y ... llle .... .... 
alltare,udtllelleYle& 
u ...... ONnrtttee -
Y..U.· G,Ppebetfoaa 
wlll lao& Ille 11111. 

After tile lrtp. Ille 
Teuc Aab &Hf Pro­
~ wlD ._ a dea. ........ ,.. ... 
........... wllltear ........... .,___ 
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· Somerset County 'student Todd Johnston is one of 10 young 
'Americans chosen to tour the Soviet Union next month. 

> 
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'Astronaut,' 13, Will share 
his dreams with Soviet kids 

• • • I e<aos::: ' 
By MICHAEL BOOTH 

· Staff Writer 

what Soviet children think and dream 
about." · 
. In his trip, wbkh runs from Oct. 16 

to Nov. l, Johnston and his fellow 
HILLSBOROUGH - Thirteen-year- "astronauts" will visit sites few West-

old Todd Johnston says the first thing emers are allowed to see -· among 
he has to do ls buy some warm clothes. · them the Soviet's mission control 

Johnston, a student at Hillsborough center In Leningrad and their primary 
Township Middle School, needs those launchlng facility In central Asia. 
clothes after being told he will be on~,-. · · · · . - · · 
of 10 students from across the country ' ' THE VISIT Itself was made possible 
chosen to travel to the Soviet Union through a cultural exchange program 
next month as a "teenage ambassador0 agreed to during the 1985 summit 
with the Yor,01 ,b,Srcn211•1 i?IQISam. between President Reagan and Soviet 

"I am realy tremendously excited," leader Mikhail Gorbachev. 
Johnston said yesterday. "I'm looking Johnston wu Rlected for the trtp 
forward to the opportunity to see what because of his work In the Hillsbor-
the Soviets have In space - and to 
learn what I have to value here. . ·•see JOHNSTON A16 

"And, I'll get the chance. to learn • .Q 



\ 

Johnston 
• continued from A 1 n 
ougb Young Astronauts chapter, his 
academic performance and an essay 
outlining why be wanted to go the 
Soviet Union, said Edith Westermann, 
director of media relations for the 
Washington, D.C.-based program. 

•,-odd wrote quite a sophisticated, 
thoughtful essay," Westermann said. 
"When he emerged as a contender, he 
seemed very Intelligent." 

Westermann said about 300 students 
from across the United States submit­
ted essays. 

In bis essay, Johnston stressed th'e 
need for ~ooperatlon between the 
Soviet Union and the United States In 
the quest to conquer space. · 

"My generation holds the future or 
the space program In Its hands, and litl 
should not be so centered on a 'space 

~ 

race,' but In a team effort In which the 
baton is passed between countries and 
the victory Is achieved by the world as 
a whole," he wrote. . 

"As our expectations for space grow, 
we must be able to share the re­
sources, people and technology If we 
are to fulfill our dreams," Johnston 
said ia his essay. 

HE ADDED in the essay that it has 
been his "childhood dream" to visit 
space. 

Johnston said yesterday he first 
began writing to NASA about his 
dream when he was 5 and living near 
Cape Canaveral. He said he sent them 
pictures he drew or. rockets. 

''Then when I was 10 I wrote them 
and stressed the need to land a man on 
Venus," he said. 

"When I was 12, I told them they 
should put children In space because 
that ·s where the future or their 
program is." 

NASA responded by commending 
him for his aspirations and telling him 

his Ideas "made a lot or sense," 
Johnston said. 

The Young Astronauts program. 
which has no connection with NASA. 
is a privately-funded organization 
sponsored by syndicated columnist 
Jack Anderson and designed to roster 
students' interests in math and sci­
ence. 

DESPITE RECENT tensions be­
tween the United States and the Soviet 
Union regarding the arrest' or alleged 
Russian spy Gennadi F. Zakharov and 
the subsequent arrest or American 
journalist Nicholas S. Danllorr. John• 
ston said he does not believe those bad 
feelings will be expressed toward him 
or his companions. 

"They may express those feelings a 
little bit. but I think it's mostly a game 
that adults play," he said. 

"This exchange has too much to 
offer to spoil with politics. 

''This is about kids and the fact that 
we're the future." 

' 
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N.J. 'Astronaut' 
.. To Tour .USSR 

J3 9~i16aoROUGH (AP) -
Thirteen-year-old Todd John­
ston's quest for the stars is going 
to take him on a tour of the 
Soviet Union as a teenage am­
bassador with the Young Astro­
naut Program. · -· ·· ·· · · · ···· -

Johnston, a student at Hills­
borough Middle School, is one of 
10 applicants selected in the 
United States for the Soviet tour 

. by the privately funded Wash­
ington, D.C.-based program. 

"When I found out, I just 
flipped," said Johnston, a space 
enthusiast who bas been corre­
sponding with NASA since age 5. 
"I was dancing around the room. 
It was crazy." 

The Young Astronaut Pro­
gram, founded and chaired by 
newspaper columnist Jack An­
derson, has 250,000 members in 
10,000 chapters in schools na­

affiliated with the National Aer­
onautics and Space Administra­
tion, offers schools supplemen­
tal space-theme cunicula in 
math, science and technolgy. 

Selections for the tour were 
based on academic perform­
ance, involvement in local chap­
ters and an essay describing 
why students wanted to take a 
trip to the Soviet Union, said 
program spokeswoman Linda 
Long. 

The Ocl 16-Nov 1. tour is a 
result of the cultural exchange 
agreement reached at the No­
vember 1985 summit between 
President Reagan and Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, Long 
said. 

AP Laserphoto 

Todd Johnston is one of 10 'young astronauts' going to the U.S.S.R. · 
tionwide. 

The program, which ls not 

She said the tour will be one 
of the few western looks at Sovi­
et space operations, including a 
visit to mission control at Lenin­
grad and the country's primary 
launch facility in central Asia. 
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'Astronaut,' 13,· Will share 
his dreams with Soviet kids 
By MICHAEL BOOTH 
lt• lf Writer 

HILLSBOROUGH - 1blrteen-year­
old Todd Johnston says the rtrst thing 
be has to do Is buy some warm clothes. 

Johnston, a student at HIiisborough 
Township Middle School, needs those · 
clothes after being told be will be one 

· of 10 students from across the country 

what Soviet children think and dream 
about." 

In his trip, which runs rrom Oct. 18 
10 Nov. I, John~ton and hi~ (fllnw 
"astronauts" wUI visit sites few Wf!ll• 
erners are allowed to see - among 
them the Soviet's mission control 
center In Leningrad and their primary 
launching facility In central Asia. 

THE VISIT ltsetr was made pos,ible 
chosen to travel to the Soviet Union through a cultural exchange program 
next month as a "teenage ambassador''. · · agreed to during the 1985 summit 
with the Young Astro'nauts Program. between President Reagan and Soviet 

"I am really tremendously excited/' leader Mlkball Gorbachev. 
Johnston said yesterday. "I'm looking Johnston was selected ror the trip 
forward to the opportunity to see what because or bis wort In the Hlllsbor-

So~ County student Todd Johnston is one of 10 young 
Americans chosen to tour the Soviet Union next m~nth. 

the Soviets have In space - and to:·· , 
learn what I have to value· here. ·-• -see--J-O_H_N_S_T_ON __ A_t6 _____ _ 

"And, I'll get the chance to team ' 

~Johnston 
• continued from A 1 

ough Young Astronauts chapter, his 
academic performance and an essay 
outlining why he wanted to go the 
Soviet Union, said Edith Westermann. 
director of media relations ror the 
Washington, D.C.-based program. 

"Todd wrote quite a sophisticated, 
thoughtful essay," Westermann said. 
"When he emerged as a contender, he 
seemed very lntelllgent." 

Westermann said about 300 students 
from across the United States submit­
ted essays. 

In his essay, Johnston stressed the 
need ror cooperation between the 
Soviet Union and the United States In 
the quest to conquer 1pac~ . . . .. .. 
_ "My generation holds thtffuture of 
the space program In Its hafiOs, and IIU 
~hnuld nc,Lt,P 10 centered on . a '!IPll<'P 

race,' but in a team errort in which the 
baton is passed between countries and 
the victory is achieved by the world as 
a whole," he wrote. 

''As our expectations for space grow, 
we must be able to share the re­
sources, people and technology 1r we 
are to ru1rm our dreams," Johnston 
said in his essay. 

HE ADDED in the essay that it has 
been his "childhood dream" to visit 
space. 

Johnston said yesterday he first 
beJ;?an writing to NASA about his 
dream when he was 5 and living near 
Cape Canaveral. He said he sent them 
pictures he drew or rockets. 

"Then when I was 10 I wrote them 
and stressed the need to land a man on 
Venus," he said. 

"When I was 12, I told them they 
•hould put <·hlldren In space becau11e 
that's where the future or their 
program 1·" 

NASA·~ -onded by commending 
him for hf,eJ; ntrgtlon'! 11n'1 tPl!!n.f_ tJI.., 

his ideas "made a lot or sense," 
Johnston said. 

The Young Astronauts program. 
which has no connection with NASA. 
is a privately-funded organization 
sponsored by syndicated columnist 
Jack Anderson and designed to foster 
students· interests In math and sci­
ence. 

DESPITE RECENT tensions be­
tween the United States and the Soviet 
Union regarding the arrest or alleged 
Russian spy Gennadi F. Zakharov and 
the subsequent arrest or American 
journalist Nicholas S. Danilorr. John­
ston said he does not believe those bad 
feelings will be expressed toward him 
or his companions. 

''They may express those feelings a 
little bit, but I think it's mostly a game 
that adults play," he said. 

"This exchange has too much to 
orrer to 11poll with politics. 

"This ls about kids and the fact that 
wp'rp thf' '•Jture." 
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Hillsborough's Young Astronaut set for USSR 
ly Kate Murphy . 

Staff Writer 

Hlll1borough hu I star, 1 Young 
Astronaut who is going to visit the Red 
Stir - Russia. 

Todd Johnston, 13, a resident of 
Neshanlc Station who attends eighth 
1rade at the HIiisborough Middle 
School, will travel to the Soviet Union 
from Oct. 14 to 28. He is one or to 
Youn1 Astronauts selected nationally 
from applications and interviews for the 
Youn1 Astronaut Exchan1e Program. 
His teacher In the gifted and talented 
program It the middle school is Barbara 
Oldenburg. 

"In the sprin1, Ms. Oldenbura told us 
about a program called International 
Exchanaes, and we were png to have 
one with the Soviet Union. If we wanted 
to, we should write a 200- to 400-word 
essay saying half on why we want to go, 
and what we thought wu the main thrust 
of the United States' space program in 
the next two decades. With that, we 
should send an application, academic 
record and what we thought qualified us 
to IO·" 

He reached.the top 30 under consider­
ation for the 10 posts, and wu uked to 
send "another essay on feelings we 
might _have had to that point, things we 

might have ten out of the eHay or 
thou1ht of after the c111ay." 

•He w1111 selected in Au12u11t, but 
"There wn11n'I a moment thlt1 summer 
that I wasn't thinking about it." he said. 

''The itinerary has not been set yet at 
thi11 point in the negotiations with the 
Soviet Union and Young Astronaut!!. 
Moscow will be on the itinerary. Star 
City is one or their main launching 
point!! and we hope to 11cc that." 

Todd has some or the usual! teen 
concerns. 

"I'll need a totally new wardrobe. 
You always need to have a hat on to keep 
your ears wann," he said. 

"Young Astronauts was one or the 
first programs President Reagan tried to 
do with private sponsors," said Todd. 
"Some of the original sponsors were 
Commodore Computers, Monogram 
Models, Adidas and Coleco." The 
Young Astronaut Council has put 
together a licensing program as the 
major means or raising funds for the 
program, according to their fact sheet, 
which also states: 

"The Young Astronaut Program is a 
national educational program for 
elementary and junior high school stu­
dents designed to promote the study of 
science, mathematics and technological 
subjects. It was initiated to assist the 

I J 
l 

.: _,--_~ 
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Todd Johnston with his teacher, Barbara Oldenburg 

Teachers of America! in bringing high 
quality, timely and easy to teach 
materials into the classroom." 

After his orbit around the Red Star. 
our Young Astronaut gets to come back 
to Earth in Hillsborough. 

H,t.t~ &~,"·"j'1 P., e~c c,N s~p,. tr, ,err" 
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Astronaut club meets 
The Young Astronauts Club of Penn Hills will begin 

its fall SeSSioo at Cbw-chilJ Academy on Saturday, 
Sept. 20. All members-past and new-are asked to 
report at 10:30 a.m. < _ . : , / · 

Following registration, group members will be mak­
ing Young Astronauts Club T-shirts. The fall schedule 
for meetings will be distributed at this time. · 

Although the school did not open this fall, the 
facilities remain available for meetings until a deci­
sion is made on whether to sell the property. 

Young Astronauts Club membership is open to all in- _ 
terested youngsters, regardless of where they live. For 
additional information, call the school at 242-4000. 
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Youngster to blast off to USSR 1 

By EILEEN SCHWALB . 

lllL~BOROUGH - He may not yet 
be as famous as John Glenn or Buzz 
Aldrin, but 13-year-old Todd Johnston of 
Longfield . Drive has become quite a 
celebrity since he was among 10 stu­
dents nationwide to win a trip to the 
Soviet Union last month. 

'The eighth grader from the 
Hillsborough Middle School was a win­
ner in an· essay contest sponsored by the 
Young Astronaut Council in 
Washington, D.C. and will journey to 
the Soviet Union for two weeks next 
month, where he will visit their space 
facilities, escorted by a NASA 
astronaut. 

The Board of Education took time off 
from its usual business Monday to !aud 
the youth'! accomplishment. Pointing 
to Todd, gifted and talented teacher 
Barbara Oldenburg and gifted and tal­
ented coordinator Pat Taussig sitting in 
the audience, Superintendent of Schools 
Carl Hesse joked it was nice to see smil• 
ing faces at a board meeting. 

The goal of the gifte:i and talented 
program. Taussig !laid. is to expand on . 
a student's current interr.sts. The inter­
e:its nf studenu. shP 1,.iid, ,,l'e matched 
with challengl's for thl'm. 

In addition ff) their re~ular classroom 
time, the students also h:n·e flexitime, 
which allows · them to . work in-

dependently or in a group on projects, 
she added. 

Thi~ t>ssay contest Todd won was open 
to all students in gifted and talented 
programs nationwide. 

Two . other local students - T)Ta 
Fahshbender of Kilmer Drive and Katy 
-EisenmaM of Amwell Road - were 
among the top 30 finalists out of 800 stu­
dents who applied, Oldenburg noted. 
"We were the only school district with 
more than one child in the top 30 and we 
had three," she said. 

Oldenburg said she had a strong feel­
ing Todd would be going overseas when 
she submitted his essay because he had 
a vast array of past achievements. 

Board members viewed a recording 
of Todd's appearance on ABC's "Good 
Morning America" program, filmed 
last month. He was interviewed by host 
David Hartman with two other winners 
- a ninth grader from Pennsylvania 
and a 15-year-old Texas youth. 

"I want to experience their culture 
and see how it's different from ours, and 
to chf"Ck out their technology," Todd 
told Hartman. 

The Neshanic teen-ager said he is in­
tcrcstccl in the v;istness of space. "To 
spa<'e we're so small; we know very lit­
tle about it. There is more to come," he 
said. 

Todd said he wants to become an 

"-----------·------ ~- ... 

aerospace engineer or an aerospace 
architect. 

He said he is interestr,! ;,. finclin;; out 
how the Soviets see :l:r t·.1·0 r1nintries 
getting along. 

"Space is too \·aluable to us in a mili­
tary standpoint and a ci\·ili:m stand­
point," he explained to Hartman. 
"There is a lot we can achieve through 
peace. I hope we treat space differently 
than our world - I hope we treat 
(space) with peace." 

The trip is slated for Oct. 16 through 
Nov. I. The itinerary for the voyage has 
not been finalized yet, but Todd told the 
board he hopes to visit the Kremlin and 
to meet Soviet cosmonauts. 

Before they leave the United States, 
the students will be briefed by official~ 

from the State Department and NASA 
and they v.ill be taught some basics of 
the Russian ianguage. 

"They are trying to fix a dinner with 
us with President Reagan the night be­
fore we lea\'e, but the White House 
won't comment until the last minute for 
security reasons," he added. 

The local youth was excited abollt 
seeing the Soviet Union firn hand. "Jt 
will be a different environment than 
ours," he noted. "We have to have an 
exchange with another country to value 
what we have here." 

Board member Ronald Tofel chimf'<I 
in, "Don't forget to bring a 
'Hillsborough, the Good Life' bumper 
sticker when you go." 



JOalAr ·-· 11 · ""'""'"' .... ~ 
~ -_ !.~... 1 · ' ...... INni, .. ,.. 
.. - vva _. .. fectsl'' -~---, l . 
..__. 

Dail 
mms .· Y 

r 

TUESDAY, IEPffJtlllER 18. 1186 

Students at Kino 
have.their own 
1 shuttle flights' 

vo', I By DOUG HAWntOll."'IE 0 
Territorial swr 111·rill!r-

Sbldents al Kino Leaming Ceala-, 1625 N. First 
Ave., make regular "flights" illo space aboard 
their awn "space shuttle orbiter." 

The Catholic elementary and aaJDdary achoo) 
has a full-scale mock-up of the arbit.er, in which 
lbJdenta regularly take 1im11la•ed flights into 

•,.:· orbiter'• exterior is beizc plastered and 
painted to give it a more autheutic: lDot. Two~­
is - Gary Ballou and Phil l.ngrabam - did the 
planning and initial labor on the at>iter. Both are 
carpenters. 

"We wanted to make the shuttle Mission 51-L 
Oighl as experiential as possible:· said Sister Ju­
dith Bisignano, the founder and a co-administrator 
al the center . "So we made a life-sine shuttle of ply­
wood covered • ·ith stucco." 

Sisler Judy was one of five mtr finalists for NA­
SA's Teacbef' in Space project. Bad she been se­
lected as one of the two finalists. she might have 
flown aboard the ill-fated Challqer mission that 
killed weber Sharon Cbrist.i llcAuliffe and six 
other astronauts . 

"Had the 51-L crew fODe Ullo space, Kino stu­
dents would have been mside the mock-up to con­
duct a simultaneous flight," she said. 

"Tlle students would have been -led via sa­
tellite dish to a Westar aatellit.e iii Earth orbit, to 
keep lbern in touch with crew actirities aboard the 
lhuttie in space." 

SeuC! Clark, a 13-year-old Kino sbldent, is a mem­
ber al Ille Tucson chapter of the Yaun& Astronaut_ 
CGunc:il. He will be one ol 10 U.S. J'OWliSlerS who 
will travel to the Soviet Union 0d. 12-216 to tour the 
Staraty spacecomploMarllcamw. 

By reciprocal agreement, Ille s.riet Union will 
amd It YCIUII& CGsmooauts to 1M United States. 
'l1ley will spend their time in WaallilllltoD, D.C.,and 
iDFlcrida . . 

'ftle KiDo shuttle is an aad nplica al the fDI'• 
ward aection al the arbiter. Tbe aiddeck is 13 feet 
long, - cm tbe real arbiter, and a .-mec,ting tunnel 
leads ID a ..,._. 1ligbt deck ud an upper flight 
deck. . . 

A fJilbt aboard the sbuttle limlliator is the culmi­
•Uan al an iDdepemdml study pncram related to 
1M pracram, Sisler Judy saill. 
..:-.;. wlmlnata ID a ailalllaled launch and 

IDiuiaa. Dllriag the daa. llludmta apply 
=:..,wleanal019'alkw allpsiod. '. ·. ~-P·I /i-
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luayn·abo boy ,prepSrinQ for tfip--to U.S.S.R.' 
. . . ~ . 

· · - · · 111ka+ --:a&: x ' 1 · week that plans for the trip were still on. 
A detalled itinerary ls not ready yet. bat the coanctl 

, •• . _ says students will visit museums, schools and historical 
Vhen H-year-old Juan Carlos Calzada was asked in 1111:.-.. · ~. -. . ...-11 and cultural sites. "We might go to Star City," Calzada 
tt to write an tliay to compete for a trip to the Soviet ~ aald with obvious Interest. "It's like Kennedy Spatt 
ion, the wrlt1n1 came to hlm 111lly. He then for1ot / t111•IIIII , , ' Center." . 
rut It. thinking there wu little chance of ~Ing chQSen ~ ,1 , ''- .· : Pamphlets full of fac~ about the Soviet Union were 
rn among hundreds of-students In the national Yo.!!!!,L- · ,r- • · ·; f - sent to Calzada, and he's 1otten a taste of that coantry's 
ronaut contesL . ill. Ii. ~:~ :' language courtesy of a friend's Russian-speaking parents. 
lut in July, while the Antllles High School freshman ..., ,'I. "I know a lot about their space program," Calzada said, 
1 on vacation In Wilconstn, be wu notified that he was .. i'I eagerly reclUng lnformaUon he picked ap daring . a 
ong 15 finalists. He wu uked for another essay, one lecture at Space Camp. · 
ch shorter than bi• first 300-word paS?_er explaining He'd like to be an utronaut. but now bis sights are let 
, be wanted to visit that nation. on becoming a pilol "I want to 10 to the Air Force 
1tls time It took him two long hours to write a few Academy," says Calzada, a member of the junior nntty 
rt paragraphs. . soccer team and ari "A" studenl 
The rough copy was llke a page long," the youngster, Incl 
rwn u J.C., said during an Interview. '1 took out about . . ~ere ls much to do to get ready for the trip. adlng 
r of IL" In the second essay, he wrote about his one- ·getting a passport and finding • winter coat and cold-
!k stay at Space Camp In Huntsvllle, Ala. weather boots. He bas been advised that the temperature 
le sent the essay In, and officials suggested he forget In the U .S.S.R. ID October ranges from 34 to 48 degree 
iut the contest and enjoy bis summer. . Fahrenheit and be could find himself trudging through 
:'hen on Aug. 14, u Calzada arrived with his mother, snow. He ls allowed on~ pair of Jeans and T-shirts must 
ly, at their Guaynabo b9me, hi• sister aald in a serious be plain, with no political messages. 
e that his father Rafael wanted to see him It sounded The trip ls free, except for souvenirs. Requests 90 far 
! he wu in tro'uble ... '. .. _ · -~~~ _Include "a lot of postcards," be :13i~. "My P.E. teacbe~ 
lut Elissa, 7, wu kidding. As her brother went to see _ ~~- !wants a T-shirt. ~e told me he _d1dn t want an ashtray. 
:t she whispered the truth to Mom· contest officials • ...,.1t;.:,._ . Calzada said hlS social studies teacher bas already 
1 'called to say Juan Carlos wu o~ of ten students ----,..,._.-. agreed that he will make up his m!ssed schoolwork _by 
sen for the Oct. 14-28 visit to the Soviet Union. giving a 20-mlnute lecture about hlS trip. , . 
1 wu shocked," said the smlllng youngster. "I didn't His mother, whose grandparents came to t_be United 
ik I was going to win." State~ from the Soviet Union, _h~s mixed emot!ons about 
•ompeUtlon wu open nationally to Young Astronaut the visit, but says she realizes 1t is an opportunity her son 
t, memben In grades 7 to 9. The clubs organized by can't pass up. "He wants to go," she says. "He earned the 
Young Astronaut Councll In Washlngt~n, D.C, foster right to go." 

ROLF OLSEN 
lie STAR Slaff iu {I 

. study of math, science and related subjects. Calzada "Visiting Russia could be an adventure that I would 
1 in the club sponsored by Antllles Middle School never forget," Calzada wrote in his first essay. "I would 
cher Pamela Woodard, who encouraged the student to like to go there as a symbol of peace between our 
.te the first essay. quarreling countries and try to strengthen betttt 
Voodard notes that this trip will be the lnltlal step ln ~---;....;lr.L..:..~~---:.-~__.•-~• relations. • 
first annual exchange of youth delegations agreed . "If I had the opportunity to visit the Kremlin," he 

111 by President Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail • STAR photo by Tony Pacheco continued, "I would try to show the world's leaders hope 
~bachev at the summit In Geneva last November. Juan Carlos Calzada, 14, of Guaynabo, a freshman for the younger generation - tomorrow's doctors. law• 
:'he Journey_ wlll sta~ with a White House tour and at Antilles High School chosen to go to the Soviet yers, teachers and leaders. I would try to show that we 
haps a meeting with President Reagan, who launched ; Union out of hundreds of applicant• In the Young .could make a difference In the world; if the younger 
Young AltronautGn,sr,m In 1984. j AstronaulJ).t,QQaim, po••• In his Alabama Space generation can get along, Imagine how It wtll be when we 

1-ea't wu.~n at~ ~P ml1ht be ~anceled u a . ~:Camp ,ultln front of h•• icho9UnJ:9rt Buchanan.. ~~.e contr('l of our countries. . , 
111t of ~l 1J:Ute between the . two superpowers ove~. ~·· ; Calzada wa• choien , 'he bails of two •Haye he , ... ·• ... If I went. I would feel that I bad done m, part to~ 
cue of l . .•. 1u Danlloff, accused by the S:ovlet Union . ¥. t . h Jt<W'- .d to vlilt the -U S S A bur countries closer together la oX rursuJt or world / 
,elng a •py. tfowever, orpnf:zers told the family Iut . · .11 ".''° • on w Y _ • •-. _ t . , .. . . . _ _ ~ • • • - peace." - - . , . . ~ t 
.: . . . =•····- · .... ''.11....,,, . .;,, . •. ..: .... :.a.,.• .. --- - .. ~ · - · • · · .. . .. .. _ _ _ . ~ - -~· . · - · - . .. -- - .. . •i --· · - ·- - ·· ·••· ... ~ • . _ ._ .... ,..JJ . ·.· ... ··-- . 
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American Space Education 
• Young Astronaut Council, Washington DC: Ten winners of 

the "Letter to a Young Cosmonaut" cons test are preparing for 
a two week trip to the USSR which is the first a part of the 
Young AstronauVYoung Cosmonaut exchange program. 
According to Edith E. Westermann of the YAC, the ten 7th, 8th, 
and 9th grade students will leave on 16 October accom­
panied by former astronaut Chapter Leader/Teacher Rusty 

" Schweickart and various media representatives. Among the 
highlights of their their fourteen-day tour of the Soviet Union 
will be visits to Soviet Space Facilities. On 2 December, ten 
Young Cosmonauts will begin their two-week tour of the U.S. 
starting with Washington DC and visiting other US locations 
such as Cape Canaveral FL. Space Camp in Huntsville AL, 
NASA Johnson Space Center, and a Rockwell International 
Space Shuttle plant in Los Angeles CA The Young AstronauV 
Young Cosmonaut exchange program is the first country-to­
country exchange which is a direct result of the summit 
meeting last year between President Reagan and Soviet Pre­
mier Gorbachev. 

lnfoEdithE. Westerman, YAC, 1211 ConnecticutAvenueNW, 
Suite 800, Washington DC 20036, 202-682·1986. 

e Center for Aerospace Sciences, Grand Forl<s ND: Space 
Studies Program offering its first series of space courses in 
Spring 1987. Dr. David C. Webb, current chairman of the 
Space Studies Program at the CAS , University of North 
Dakota and former member of the National Commission on 
Space, says he ls looking to aerospace corporations forfinan· 
clal assistance and information on what training aerospace 
companies expect future employees to have. In addition to 
offering courses at the CAS, the Space Studies Program­
which according to Webb is the only one of Its kind in the 
wortd-will provide videos of the courses to other universities 
who want to offer a space studies curriculum. The courses are 
multi-disciplinary and in the beginning, Space Studies Pr~ 

gram will be a minor. Or. Webb expects that eventually a 
graduate department in Space Studies will be established 
Developing the program with Dr. Webb is former astronaut 
Buzz Aldrin who is acting as a consultant 

Info Center for Aerospace Sciences, Gerri Sayler, Univeristy 
of North Dakota, Box 8216, University Station, Grand Forks 
ND 58202-8216, 701-777·2791 . 

• "Reach Out For the Stars", New song in tribute to the 
Challenger seven astronauts. The song, which was recently 
played at several Spaceweek '86 events in Houston, is avail­
able from songwriter/performer Tish Munion who explains 
"Christa McAuliffe would have always hoped that her stu· 
dents as well as other children would not be afraid to 'reach 
out for the stars' in their journeys through life." 

Info Tish Munion. Box 269, New Castle NH 03854, 603-436· 
1655 (Tape of "Reach Out For the Stars" is available at a 
nominal cost to cover postage and handling.) 

• Space Age Publishing Foundation / Progressive 
Space Forum / California Space Program, San Fran· 
cisco Bay Area CA: Preparing for first meeting of Bay Area 
Space Education series "America's Future in Space: The Next 
50 Years". Meeting will be held ~0 Sept at De Anza College in 
Cupertino CA at 19:00. Future meetings will be held in 
October at UC Berkeley and in San Francisco in November. 
Info 408-988-0642 or 415-673· 1079. 

C oo,-L [RLENDRR ,! 
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N .J. boy's ·Soviet trip in jeopardy 
• 

lrllAILINIMNPIIJ:TTO 
I "'"' Staff Wrtter 

, HILI.SBOROUCH TOWNSHIP 
: : - Todd Johnson bu been dream.ins 
, · about apace, astronauts and shuttle 
1 missions since be wu 5 yean old. 
• ~ Todd"1 dream or becomina ID u­
~ · tronaut wu furthered when he wu 
• · amona 10 youna people l00epted into 
' the Yoq Astronaut C:Ouncil to visit 
, Soviet 1p10e eenters ne1t motlth. 

Todd, 13. ID eigbth-pader at Hillsbo­
n,up Middle School in this Sommet 
County community, i1 the only youq• 
lier in tbe state to be chosen ror the 
Soviet trip . 

Altboup recent events that have 
ltnined U.S.-Soviet relations have 
rmed doubts about whether tlle trip 

, will be made, Todd and his family, as 
, · well u officials &om the Y OUlll Astro­
. ,Dlut Council. remain optimistic. 
·· White Home officials have consid• 

effll haltiq cultural nchanae, ~ 
, tween the two nation11 becliu1e 
• Nlcbolu Dlnilofr, a reporter for U.S. 
• News and World Report. ii beina held 
·· in a Soviet prison on espionqe 
• dmaes. 
~ 

"'Olmoasly we're conoerat:d," said 
Linda Lona, aaistant to the council·s 
aeeutive director ... There are namon 
____ _._...,_ _ ·------ ---

fl01tin1 about that all eultunl n- dents about their ldenee curricula. 
chanse programs with Russia may be The younpters are to travel with 
canceled. But I haveu't been notified T. Wendell Butler, necutive director 
by the White House." pf the Young Astnmlut Council; Col 

Ms. Lona said she npects a dec:i• Frederick D. ~. an ~ 
lion after a meeting between Secretary and two outstanding council leader 
of State Georie P. Shultz and Soviet teachen from two of the 6,,00 el­
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevard- ementary and middle ,chools an,und 
nadze scheduled for Sept. 19. the country that have established 

Todd, however, uid be i1 not councit!I. • 
concerned about the trip which is Ms. Long wd the Young ~ 
,cbeduled for Oct. I 6 to N~v. t. naut C:Ouncil wu launched by Prffl. 

.. We would be IUestJ of the Soviet dent Reapn. Oct. 1.7, 198-'. At lut 
U . . ··--•· ., Todd 'cl year's summit meeting, Requ and 
.. ftJOD, not JOurnail!tS, Ill Soviet Lader Mikhail GO!t.cbev 

It m~Ltoo much to bod 11! our signed I cuJtunJ nchaftll ag.ameat 
countri_es"uvm a peace ltln potnt to to encourqe such p-oups., the 00UD-

stall this. cil to visit the Soviet Union. The 
Todd's parent;, Barbara 111d Bill Soviet Union is the principal spomor 

Johnson, are concerned about whether of nnt month's trip, Ms. Long said. 
the trip will be canceled. But they said with 1C>me ae1ospeoe ~es con­
they have &itb in the Youns Astro- tributing money for air f~ 
D:-ut ~cil officiaJs to mm the More than 200 yoaq,ten wt,o 
nght deasion. have ffllChed tJte level of .. con,. 

Mrs. Johnson, • ,ecretary ror • mander'" in the council api,lied for the 
real estate qency, uid althoqh she 10 spots. A commander must be in 
feels a "motherly conoem for my 110n .,.des 7, 9 or 9, Ma. Lant •id. The 
travefin& ., far away ... we think it•s young,1ers were required to write an 
too important an educational oi,ponu. essay on wby they want to \'isit the 
nity for him." 'Soviet Union and what they think it 

The Soviet trip is to include visits the main thrust of the space pn,gram. 
to 1pece eent.en, museums, ,chools After Todd wu cbo,en u one of 
and historical sites. meetinp with 15 finalists, he wu n,quired to write 
cosmonauts and talks with Soviet 1tu- another detailed es-,. He also had 

two telephone iuftt o i.!wl witll ML 
Long. 

Todd . ad IOfflt OClter ftmlit'9 
appeared on '"Good Mortm11 Amff. 
ic:a" A111, 1•. Afte. •ad. CM P""'P 
WIS treated to dinDer It Ck "m•ilm 
Tea Room in New Yort.. 

'Ille loblttom dliat Todd .. 
born to be I plf1 of CM ~ ~ 
pun. 'Ille day be .... bonl. Dee. ''· 
1972. tJte 11st Apollo mnaioa C111W 
met to ~ Mrs. Joltmoa llid. 

Todd aid, •r lem9ed IDGltJy hm 
lering the lnDdlel OIi TV. I Md ilrl! 
pottm of ..-:it at 1111 "'°"' 111d I 
would loot It tllem whnl I a.,,.,_. 
in my bed It aipt. -

The; teen aw::, Im l:ept ~ tJI 
the ~ Pft.l'lffl aiace be bl!pll 
co11espoudiPI witb NASA wi111 dnw­
inp It • 5. Since ._ fw • 
writtm ilCUDdUW leftffl IO tk .-cy 
111d has coOected iuball'tioe ... ' 
memonbilia on the~ p.oe,DL 

•r wrute them -,ins bo9 nnd I 
rmJJy liked ~ and tJwt I Mt Dk 
lllould be able to ID 11P to ..,.ie • 
eiviliant became chikftl 1ft die ft,. 
tare of the ~ ptUC,LD. • Todd 
said. '"That ... when the lhatde .. 
ltill in ;u 1e11 ptme,.. rt·,_,..,.. bait 
quite easy ror me to write to ~ 
becnte I ave a lol of ~ts oa 
the ftlbjeet of ....... 
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This fall, a cultural exchange 
program for Soviet and American 
high-school students who aspire 
to be astronauts will take flight for 
the first time. 

The American and Soviet delega­
tions will each number 10 high­
school students who have shown an 
interest in mathematics, science, 
and space technology, said Wendell 
Butler, executive director of the 
Young Astronaut Council, the pri­
vate, nonprofit group that is orga­
nizing the exchangP. 

The Americans will visit the Sovi­
et Union from Oct. 14 to 28, and the 
Soviets will arrive here for 10 days 
on Dec. 2, Mr. Butler said at a June 
press conference in Washington. 

Washington, DC 
EDUCATION WEEK 
September 10, 1986 



: Teen astrOnaut 
' . 

Johnstown, PA 
TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT 
September 10, 1986 

to visit Soviet Union 
. . o>I 

Tbe "lyear-old daughter of a for- ft • :J. 
'mer Jobmtown t'OUple is one of 10 r'SSS1nn t, ,rounh 
American students who will spend :, :I' 
two weeks in the Soviet Union in Oc- . 
tober as part of the Young Astronaut Like to research and write about 

· lq~tiPJ\LE~dJipge PJ:olram. local history? U the answer ls yes, 
~e is Heidi Riffle, a veteran of the Pennsylvania Heritage, the popularly 
; National Aeronautics and Space Ad- · styled and illustrated magazine of 
'ministration's (NASA) Space Camp at I Pennsylvania history, art and culture 
Huntsville, Ala., and daughter of WU- would lite to bear from you. 
Ham ud Joaue (Aadolina) Riffle of The quarterly magazine published 
Dayton, Ohio, both Johnstown na- by the Pennsylvania Historical & Mu­
tives. · seum Commission, Harrtaburg, the 

Heidi, a straight-A student, is one commonwealth's official. history 
of hundreds who applied for the agency, is seeking free-lance articles 
chance to go to the Soviet Union on a wide variety of historic people, 
through the exchange program. She is places and events significant in de­
a sophomore at Colonel White High velopment of Pennsylvania. 
School in Dayton. Those who applied · · · According to Michael J. O'Malley 
had to write essays on why they 3rd, editor, submissions are sought on 
wanted to participate in the program varied topics, including fme and dee­
and what they thought the U.S. space orative arts, architecture, archaeolo-

. program would be lite by . the year gy, historic sites, travel and folklore, 
2010. · ,._ natural history, transportation, indus-

Tbe Young Astronauts program is a try and technology, ethnic history, 
private, non-profit educational pro- ~dmarks and political and social 
gram directed to elementary and JUI)· history . 

. ior bigb school students to encouraged ~riters interested in submitting 
,oungsters to become more profJL· :. · articles abould request copies of 
cient in math and ldence, asing tb'e· ,Guidelines for Contributon and a 
ucitement of the apace program u a" ,sample back Issue by writing to Mr. 
catalyst. There are more than 250,000 1 O'Malley at Pennsylvania Heritage, 
YCIUDI Astronauts in 7,500 chapters. . P.O. Box 10226, Harrisburg, Pa. 17108-

Because of · ber father's career iD , 1026. · 
tbe Air Force, Heidi lived in Dela-
ware. Texas, Alabama, West Germa-
ny and Georgia before ber parents 
moved to Dayton. Now retired from 
tbe lel'Vice, Mr. ·RifOe, IOU of Mari•· 
nt lliflle of tbe Town House Towen, 
and Ille late Prudi Riffle. worb u 
a caatrac:tor at Wript-Pattenon Air 
Fon:eBase. 
·, 11n. Riffle'• (Joanne's) late parents 
were Jama u4 Katlaerlae Alldolbaa. 

.... 
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Iowa youth wins 
trip to ll.S.S.R. 

MT. PLEASAN'l, Iowa (AP) 
- A Mt. Pleasant high school 
sophomore and space buff will be 
going to the Soviet Union Oct. JO, 
compliments of the Young Astro­
.nau!i. program. 

Tad Dockstader, 15, is one of 10 
students nationwide who won the 
free 'trip, which will include 
visits to Soviet space facilities, 
schools, museums and historical 
and cultural attractions. The 
Young Astronauts also will meet 
and talk with Soviet cosmonauts 
and students. 

"I want to see what kind of 
people the Russians are, and how 
we can relate to them," Dock­
stader said. 

Glimpses .• I 

Chicago, IL 
DAILY SOUTHTOWN 
ECONOMIST (CHICAGO EDITION) 
September 9, 1986 

BEY BIG GUY •.. : The cbaplaln·of the Texas House:opened Monday's 
second special legislative session on the state budget crisis with a prayer 
that was brief and to the point. The prayer by the Bev. Gerald. Mau of 
the Riverend Baptist Church ln Austin was, "Our Father, here we are 
again, and. we sure bope you are too." . . · ' 

CID' . . . 
BLASTING OFF FOR MOSCOW: A Mount Pleasant, Iowa, high school 

•phomore and utronaut buff ·from Mount Pleasant wUl get a ftnt-band 
look at Soviet cosmonauts next month when be toun the Soviet Union as 
part of the Yoll_DI Aatronauts_~m. Tad Dockstader, 15, quallfled as a 
tlnallst for the lrlpiftereiitennglbe compeUUon through bis blgh school's 
chapter of the Young Astronauts. The orPDlzaUon lavolves Junior high 
and high school students and promotes sucli subjects as space exploration 
and rocket-bulldlng. Dockstader said he wrote an essay explaining why be 
wants to visit tbe Soviet Union and bis Ideas about the thrust of the U.S. 
apace program. 

' 

1: 
I 

--



Cedar Rapids, IA 
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Iowan wins trip to Soviet Union 
n,or\ 

MOUNT PLEASANT (APJ - A thought the main thrust of the U.S. 
Mount Pleasant high school sopho- space program would be in the next 
more and space buff will be going to · 10 years,'' be said. 
the Soviet Union Oct. 10, compli- After winning the first round in 
ments of the ~o~g 4stronauts the essay contest, Dockstader was 
program. asked to write a second essay on 

Tad ~de~, 15, ls one of 10 what he did during the summer. 
students nationwtde who won the 
free trip, which will include visits to 
Soviet space facilities, schools, mu­
seums and historical and cultural 
attractions. The Young Astronauts· 
will also meet and talk with Soviet 
cosmonauts and students. 
. "They bad me write an essay on 

why I ~ted to ao and . what I 

"I want to see what kind or people 
the Russians are, and how we can 
relate to them,'' Dockstader said. 

"I'd like to see the U.S. and 
Soviets working together on space 
projects instead of treating each 
other as adversaries, just to see how 
much we could accomplish." · 



Fairfield, IA 
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Mount Pleasant sophomore 
wins Soviet trip with essay 

~OSI · 
MOUNT PLEASANT <AP> - A 

Mount Pleasant high school 
sophomore and space buff will be 
going to the Soviet Union_ Oct. 10, 
compliments of the Young 

Soviet space facilities, schools, 
museums and historical and cultural 
attractions. The Young Astronauts 
will also meet and talk with Soviet 
cosmonauts and students. 

10 years," he said. 

_AS~(!!!fU_l_b5 ~~~!!}, "They had me write an essay on 
why I wanted to go and what I 
thought the main thrust of the U.S. 
space program would be in the next 

After winning the first round in the 
essay contest, Dockstader was 
asked lo write a second essay on 
what he did during the summer. 

"I want to see what kind of people 
the Russians are, and how we can 
relate lo them," Dockstader said . 

I 

Tad Dockstader, 15, is one of 10 
students nationwide who won the 

.free lrip, which will include visits to 

' ''I'd like lo see the U.S. and 
Soviets working together on space 
projects instead of treating each 
other as adven.aries, just to see how 
much we could accomplish.·· 



High school 
'lstronaut' gets 
,, vi~it Russ~a 
87 LISA WOZNICK u o5 / 
.......... Wrtlll' 1) 

A young utrooaul buff from Mount 
Pleasant wlll 1et a finthand look 
next month at the apace procram in 
tbc Soviet Union. 

High school sophomore Tad Dock­
stader, 15, ls one of 10 young people 
who wW depart Ocl 14 to tour the So­
viet Union as part of the Young Altro­
~~ program. 
· During the two-week trip, he will 

visit Soviet space facilltiea, IChoola, 
museums and historical and cultural 
sites. The Young Astronauts alao will 
meet and talk with Soviet cosmo­
nauts and students. 

"The fint thing I said wu 'Wow.' It 
was surprising," Dockstader said. "I 
hadn't suspected I'd be '1:bosen, but 
my mom bad faith in me.'' 

He qualified as a finalist after en­
tering the competitlon through bis 
high school's chapter of Young Astro­
Dauts. Tb~ organization promotes 
subjects such as apace es:plwatioD 
and rocket-building to junior Jugb and 

. high school students. ; , 
· · ''They had me write an essay on 
. why J wanted to 10 and what I· 

\ tbougbt the main thrust of tbe U.S. 
• apace program would be in the neit 
· .. 10 years," be aald. 

After submitting the essay, Dock­
' ltader was notified be was one of 15 
; finalists. He wrote a aecond essay on · 
: what be did over tbe summer, which 
; was required to narrow tbe flelcl of 
• candldates. He was tben chosen u 
; one of tbe 10 to take the tour. 
i ~~ Dockstader said be 1w mve 1n 
; mlnd for this Ylslt than lllmply lear. 
i 1111 about the Soviet apace JJl"Oll'IID. · 
J···,"I ~t to iee 'Jbl kind of people 
r tbe Russiaoa are, and bow we can 

relate to them,'' be said. 'Td llke to 
. 1ee tlle U.S. and Soviets wortlng to­

&etber on .,ace projects lmtead of 
treatlq each otber u adversaries, 
jiast toaee bow mucla wec:ould accom­
plllb." ' 

t. ; Tbe 10 atadenta will be aceompa­
; nled on tbe tour by tbe uecutlve di­
'. rector of the YGUDg Altronaats Coun-
c:ll, two daapter teacben and an 

. American utroaauL·Tlle COil GI the 
trip, ucept for apftMllu: ••ooaev. will 

Des Moines, IA 
THE DES MOINES REGISTER 
September 8, 1986 
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Arny Grubb and David Razooek Adively Pursuing Interest in Great Beyond 

Space Community Youth Congressmen 
Launc~~d from Young Astronaut Club 

BY CAROLYN CLOSSIS sr•m. an Idea lbal ve• ft'Om • 
Dally N<W1 lllall' Wrl&er 11111ost1on ...- during President 

David Razorsek dt.s~ • self- ftaaan'a summit IIMfting witll Sovi­
aipporting •~ tolony shaped like el lud<r Mikhail Corbacbev in Gt-­
• doughnut and Amy Grubb••~ ••• last ,or. 
•&• prba&• lnlca powered by reoy- David want~ to bt part of lllat 
dod wult. pracram, too, bul ht bad ople,j wr 

Far f'elchod~ No Mort lite re- WI tacbanct • ·JU, Japan . 
-=rw. Although not OM o( tllt lucky 

Tlltst wtrt pn,j«ls thty dt1igntd undidales, ht will waldl closely tllt 
u parti<:i~nls in tho Spac,, Commu- •~ Amy 1w on htr lwo­
nily \'outll eonir- this summer at Wttk IDUr tllat will Ii•• htr an 
tho University or Soulhtm Callror- insm ~ .. of tllt U.S.S.R.'s space 
Ilia . pracram and ib training facility 

fu&al f~ 1h11 WQUJd hold ii in 
•pace, and a ttnltr polt 1h11 would 
bt tllt station's ult stud, would 
lnrlude lhinl• Ukt rnearch labor•• 
llltits and warthouan for tllt colo­
ny . Rods would COMtct lht t•·o · 
parts to mo•• lllinl• and people 
ba<-k and fort/I bet•- tlltm" 

1bon. lht ,rould-b, astronaut got 
down lo lht phi•si<:s behind his idta 
and his eyts began to shine a lus 
mind .,,,·isiontd ••m further uses 
for bis space llation. 

Projects Ukt lhest srow aul or Amy . who would Uk• lo ht • Amy, htin& practical about ii , 
llrainslorming ldeu. a lechnique nlerinarian, thinks veterinarians r..is all tllt people and lhincs in 
bolh l•yur-olda !urned lo do u lhould be part of tho space pro- space will crralt a lol of 1artia11• 
lllldents wttll Pat Palazzolo in tllt sram : "1boy will bt needed be- and aomethlng will bavo to ht dont 
GI~ and Talm~ Education pro- cause people will probably 11kt about ii . So she and anotller cirl •ho 
sr•m al Oairton Hilb School. !heir pets lnlo IJ'""" wlwn thoy build represent~ Mitona put lhoir htads 

No•·. both students are regisltred ipece stations in tllt fuwre . logtlhor and daijp,ed a wult ala-
at oilier schools and Mn Palauolo, "After all , tllt ¥ff}' first rpact lion. 
who ... a candidalt for tho 01111- travelen •trt animals," •ht said . "All t11t WUI• would bt CDlltcted · 
len&tr apace llhuUlt'I Tucher-ln- Sb• bas two dogs at bomt . and dumped lnlo a domt C'lllllaintr 
~ Pracram Ill J-.-y, teaches lllanlnd, • femalt German ~ -~ ...... ~L-- •L- - . U 

IDda1 atudies ID tho llintll srade in ..-d. - Sm , a h.. •• i..-•wt,o ii -~ "~ ....,._~ ps -t """"' 
,.._~ •~• .... y - clrv•Joii ft'Om ils dt<:ay would ht 

tbt Upper St. ~ a,a-, Dil\rld. lloa," ah< uicl . . mod lo fuel tho prba&t Ind lbal 
8olll ol lh<R .,........, llud<nb Amy, an GIiiy dlild, •• la _• m1tcts the waste. In lllil way, all 
~ LIiie ~Ill~-~ ~ ,.L ~_!'_onratd J1111ior Ille eoerp -,!db< --.ily reoy-
......... ~ ,-- .. ~ ---·- • .;.11 .... -.-.. ---- her rathor, elad" 111w aid 
-,sltm and 'ftre me,nben .r Ille Donald, .....,uy baulbl a ""'- mi • · 
Youn1 Altrouut Cbapter bere. RedL Run Road, Eiiaahttll Twp.' "11'1 • llllall IJuns, inayllt, but 
'llleir ad to allelld Ille ~ CGm- 1-y _, wDr - lben from a.. are lhlncs,., - llliDts about 
-ty Youtll Cclap-oss .-med a lllrir !lame • IDdtpeudeoce Drive. when Ibey dndop tho rally bis 
aatural u,rowtb Ill tbelr __, Dnid, - ot Edward and NMK"Y Ideal." 
llllersl. a--, II- about a IIIDcll: away, .... · her In tho Rmsian-
..._ wen ~ "" llleir at 117 Thom- AH. He It.as • •• wm lpkt .. -, ., .--- bound p,,up. Amy - ., -y 

.._, teadltr 11111 Ille)' bad to - aill.er, Nlciole, also In tbt lifted dncribla1 what dirKlion ah• 

.. wttll their ..., apmGn .,,.__ Ill 0alr1Gn Cmral Ca&bn- lllaulht Ibis CIUllry'a ~ pro-
David - to Willanl Rodlwell, lie. - will lalto ID two --.. 

wboH --;::;.Ji;;"1era1 Space '"To ,unlllb ldm. II Ille aita eome--
Qlrp., • . Ill AltnlCedl 1111111 I a·t approw Ill," Drrid'a &be fNII tbtre wlD ht - jDinl 
Jalenlatlanal, - qukl, to __,. aaba- Aid, "I 111M ffSJ 1111 cmn- ,artlcipaUon betwetn Ille Unit.cl 
llrile 1111 trip. Am.J.--:i "" her pu1er lime." Slats and Ibo Savilla. "1 lllim llle-y 
flllher'• c,ampan7, · Precialan Dewld llao 1111 ..., -,uter In 1111 wtll team 11p lo .... a lrip to 
'holill&, lac., ID 1:.- lldttaport, .._,, and can - Ille Pitt. llan," D aid. 
Watna "'-1mala Waler Co. -.i, Alpha ~ Jlllll<tin lloatd lbt'll lly to Wlllllillllon. D.C., Oct. 
ad v....,.. Teal, Ille., ID aalrtoll, fir llllenlllllaDal - 11111111 ...- U lo ..i ...... llllldellb la lbe 

~ =::=.. Nrrlcalln.. -== ............ Inter- =.:.i.~ ~ ~ ':.~:. 
., - .. 1117 "" ........... • . ..-e .... ...... .,. ........ .......,,. ....... ,_ 

._ .....,,._., ..... ••• .._•,-tot 1111 lfe. ..... IM'D be ... lll6llt .. 
lpaee CommuaitJ YIIIIII ~ - ..._. ID Ille -1y _,. ..... I a.,ia lllliaD. 

41117 allo II - II II IIUdmll 8nl - ...... lloelbw la...-. I • •1" * ._ l di lie .....,.wtatt11ie1oNtu...,_ ....,_ ••• ..._Wlili .. ~ adllllland___., ..... .,._ 
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Aspiring astronaut 
to visit Soviet Union 
By DAVID PILLA 

HJLl.SBOROUGH - Todd Johnston's 
future is up in the air. Or at least that's 
what the 13-year-old Neshanic resident 
hopes. 

The eighth grader from Hillsborough 
Middle School is one or 10 students from 
across the country to be chosen by the 
Young Astronaut Council in 
Washington, D.C., for a two-week trip to 

. the Soviet Union this fall. 
! "J ~ways really war,ted to br · an 
J astronaut," ~d Jolln.c.t.>n, •·or some­
I thing to do with aeronautics and space 
'. travel. Whenever I thought about a job, 
· aeronautics was always in the back of 

my head." 
Johnston said he once thought about 

architecture as a profession, and 
recently considered going into law, "but 
If you wanted to bet on it, I will probably 
be an astronaut." 

The students chosen to go to the Soviet 
Union are scheduled to leave Oct.14 and 
return on the 28th. Johnston and the 
others will be going to Washington two 
days before departure to learn protocol, 
how to get along in the Soviet Union, and 

. to pick up some information about the 
Russian space program and language. 

"I'm learning some phrases," said 
Johnston of Russian. "It's a very bard 

· language. My dad knows some people 
who speak il They say things very fast, 
with emphasis on different accents." 

Johnston is studying the language 
with a Russian-English dictionary given 
to him as a gift. He also is brushing up 
on Soviet culture with a book about get• 

· ting along in the Soviet Union. given to 
him by his parents. 

Does J~ expect to have any dif. 
ficulty getting along ~ong the Rus­
sians? Not really. 

"I think they're going to treat us 

.... " r .... . 1 • • •• , .. • • ~ • •• • ; r •i • •.-• 

,.-,,,. 
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\ . TODD JOHNSTON {; 

nice," he said. "They'll want to show us Dn II) 

they can be friendly. They may put on a rf. S 
•show and try to make us feel com• cl 
m~ isn't su bad. I have no experi• 
ence with that, but I like our way of do-
ing things here in the U.S.'' 

There are some things a visitor to 
Russia cannot do, that Johnston is al· 
ready aware of. "You can't bring rou­
bles (the R~ian monetary unit) into or 
out of the country," he said. "1bey don't 
allow you to take pictures of their 
highways or railroads. And there are 
certain things you can't take out of the 
country." 
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- Aspiring astronaut 
(Continued from pagr A·l) 

18
~l' Itinerary for the trip hasn't been 

Johnston got the chanl't' to make the fulh· established yet. AC'C'Ording to 
trip through his lnvolvemen! with the Jo~slon, ll has pretty much been • 
gifted and talented studen~ pro&n/11 matter of U.S. officials malting requests 
at his school. "The. students !n that pro- to the Russians to sec certain things. "l 
gram are automat1call)· elig1~l~,for tJ:te know we'll be staying in Moscow a long 
Young - Astronaut Counc-11, said lime" Johnston said. "1be NASA press 
Johnston. "One day Mrs. (Barbara) secr;tary, Miss Linda Lon(:. has been 
Oldenburg (gifted and talented te~chcr) negotiating with them. We've asked to 
came in with a form that was m~uled to see Star City, one of their launch sites, 
each Young Astronaut Club, saymg that and the Cosmodrome. We're also re­
al the time negotiations were on be- questing to see the Russian Ballet and 
tween thr U.S., Japan and Canada for a the Moscow Circus." 
student exchange. It involved a pretty Going along with the 10 Young 
detailed application." . Astronauts will be Long, other State 

The application Johnston filled out Department officials, and Apollo 9 
Included information about the &tu- astronaut Rusty Schweickart, accor­
dent 's school records, grades and ding to Johnston. 
scores, and kno11·ledge of foreign lan- To complete the student exchange, 10 
guages. "On the flip side, you had lo young cosmonauts will be coming to the 
write a 3>0- to ~word essay on why U.S. around Dec. 2, Johnston said. 
you wanted lo go and what you thought "They have a nice schedule. They'll be 
of the U.S. space program," Johnston going to Disney World, the Houston 
said. . . Space Center, Cape Cana,·eral, a space 

Whal does Johnston see happerung an camp in Georgia, and wind up with a 
the U.S. space program? "NASA just two-hour shopping spree at Macy's in 
dropped about 15 scheduled missions," New York." 
he said. "With the recent shuttle trage- "I think they'll really like our coun­
dy, they're rethinking their plans, but try" said Johnston. "I think I'll like 
by 1990 they should be wor~g on_ a their country, too. Wr have to experi­
modular 'Tinker Toy' space station with enc-e different cultures to appreciate 
detachable pods. Tiiat should be the our own." 
main project within the next 30 years." Johnston sees the importance of the 

With that kind of project going on, student exchange program as going 
Johnston thinks it may be possible for beyond the mere learning of each 
him lo combine his earlier interest in other's culture and space program. 
architecture with aeronautics. "There "This is not only to learn about each 
aremanypossibilities,"hesaid. other's space missions, but for peace," 

Johnston was one of "about 50" final- he said. "This is to show we can get 
ists selected in July, along with fellow along. I'd like to see their kids, and 
Hillsborough students Tyra Fahsbender learn what their dreams are, and their 
and Katy Eisenmann. As a finalist, hopes for their space program. I want to 
Johnston had to submit another essay, know what they think, and if they like 
explaining "your current feelings, us." 
things you might have left out, and Cooperation between the U.S. and the 
again why you wanted to go." By that Soviet Union will be a key to future 
time, an agreement was reached with space exploration, _in Jo~•s view. 
theSovietUnionforastudentexchange. "I'm forecasting a combined U.S.-

Johnston expressed a lot of gratitude U.S.S.R. mission to Mars," be said. "I 
to Barbara Oldenburg and the know they're going to send probes there 
Hillsborough school system, saying the now. J think we can learn• lot more 
credit for his selection lies there. "We together,andprovealotmcn." 
just recenUy moved here, and I would To prepare for joint space missions, 
not have made It without them," -be Johnston suggested American and 

to operate 
ergy plant 

The resource-recovery plant is u­
pected to be operating by 1991. 

Recycling, now required or every 
bousebold In the county, la an Im-

Rmsian teams could lay lbe ground­
work for cooperation right here on 
earth. "We should do an Antarctic mis­
Ilion together, to see how well we can 
work together," he said. ''BGCh the U.S. 
and U.S.S.R. are Interested in Antarctic 
aploration." . · 

"Space is too valuable to wllittle away 
cm military and business aspects," be 
said. "We ahouldn't waste it like we did 
with thlnoc .._.., ,... c, • .,.._ •- -L---•~ 
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G~rl chq~_n f9r M.o~ow trip :1 

A ~year-old FJorissant girl is one ol t. ,.:, 
10 youapten in tbe United States wbo 

; will travel to llmcow in October 
: through tbe Xmrog Aabmeur• rut·· 
--ll'l,Jll. .. :·'·<.··· .. · •· · ... ··.: .. . ·., 
. . Mandy' Heideman. ffllJJmander ol the 
· Young /Astronauts chapter : at· 

Hazelwood Central Junior ,High School; 
was cboseo from among 2,000 people · 

. ages 13 to H. 1be bip is a relU.lt al an 
exchange a,reemem reached during 
tbe November summit meeting be­
tween . President Reap.a and · Soviet 
Leader Mibil Gcrbac:bev .. :·: ~ : .. f. ; ~ 

. The eiptb-grader ·, ia . tbe '.. only, 
lliuourian cboleo fOI' tbe lrip. I 1be, 

· atudeota, IIN'O!Dpanied by ,three adulf 
c:baperooea and •. tramlator, will be in'. ' 

· Moscow from Oct. H to Oct. a; Mandy 
.. Mid lb,, ~adeata will .tour biatoric lites, ' 
.... mUlelllll and pmsibly mt the _lite·' 
. where tbe 'Soviets lallDCh tbeir ' 

. :,ftlljcJes . ',,: f ,' _; ' .., . ~-. ; j •-~! 

:·; 1be ltudent .aaid :·. --... ~ ~-­
about tbe trip, but DOt acared. Sbe uid ' 
llbe plans a career lll'Uducing medicine . 

. ill apace, and wauld ~ to ride .ma ~ . 
-apBCelbuWeCJDeclayJ; ._ -- -.-;,"'l ;;• .. ~. ,-C:$;;._M.BJrlf]V 

. . . .. · ... . •··.· :-
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Student Plans To Launch 
Career With Soviet Trip 
1J C,nthl1 Todd Geneva summit meet1n1 last year. 
01 tllt llelt•Dllpeldi lllfl On Dec. 2, a 1roup of young u-

Wbo would bave lboupt Iba! fu• P1rlftl cosmonauts from the Soviet 
elnatlon wltb tbe dissection of Union wm arrive In the United 
worms at an early qe would net States lo belln a IO-day stay. 
Mandy Heidemann a hlstory•mak• Tbe program ts sponsored by tbe 
1111 trip to the Soviet Union? Youna Astronauts Council In an er-

Probably no one - except fort lo prepare the next 1eneratlon 
Mandy Heidemann. It wa lbree for world cooperation. Twenty prl-
Ytll'I qo that Mandy, now 13

1 
dis· Ylle corporations are paying ror 

Meted a worm. the ltudentl' trip. 
·1 thought tbat W11 really n11~ • Mandy WU at Wall Disney's Ep-

dle llld. So neat, In fact, that cot Center - touted as a prototype 
Mandy bepn to tblnt she might or the community of the future -
become a pediatrician. •eut 1 de• when she learned or her selection 
dded not to. It was too boring.• 10 days ago. Sbe had been In Flori• 

Instead, Mandy bas chosen lo da visiting her 1randmother. Earll• 
11111 a career In spece technology. .er, she visited the Kennedy Space 
That decision bu paid off. Center. 

• Mandy Is an etpt.b-•rader In Ille Sbe said slle wu prepared to 
lifted Pl"Oll'lm 11 HazelWOOd Jun- lake lbe upcoming trip even before 

-lor Rl1b Scbool, and sbe Is tbe the selection process bad been 
,auqest of 10 students In lbe nrst completed. Sbe tried to cajole her 
aroup of astronaut bopetuls Who mother, Marilynn, Into belptng her 
wtll travel to Moscow 1n October. apply for a passport In June. 

ne trip Is part of a cultural Two Csbbage Patcb Kids dolls to 
aareement President Ronald Reag- commemorate tbe excunlon are 
an and SoYlet leader Mlkball s. seated In a cbalr at the Heidemann 
Gorbacb,v reacbed during tbe \SH STUDENT, p111 10 Amanda J. Heidemann, who wlll travel to 

the Soviet Union, 1how1 off her model rock-, 

\ 

,..,J 
:~ l: 

Fi'Oinpageone · · · · . -· .. 
bome at 2270 Orleans Lane In Flori• tbe itrl's lnteresi In space and spark•l 
aant. One doll ts dressed like a Soviet Ing her Interest. 
clllz!n; the other ts wearing an astro- Re said he knew Mandy had an , 
naut s garb. Mandy bought the aslro- excellent chance of being selected ' 
naut doll with money she earned for the exchange •became she met · 
•hoveling stones and cutting grass In all of the quallflcallons." i 
ber uncle's yard. Her mother bought • , 
the Soviet doll after lbe family II was Mandy's essay about. how 
learned Mandy had been selected for she could come to understand the 
the trip. people or the Soviet Union that sold 

Much of Mandy's exposure to the the selection committee. 
space program has come through the "I hope to meet people my age 
Young Astronauts program al Hazel• from their country who are Interest• 
wood, which recently ended its first ed in space. They're called pioneers." 
year. Tbe program, a nationwide one, she said. "And I hope to learn what 
began nearly two years ago to slimu- they want to accomplish In the future. 
late student Interest in math and sci• "Maybe I will meet someone who I 
MCI and space-related careers. mlRhl work with on a space project In 

Last year at Hazelwood. students the future. If we kind of find out what 
bulll and launched rockets and hot• they"re doing. people wpn't be so 
air balloons. They also heard Charles scared of them trying to blow II! up." 
Walker. an employee of McDonnell Mandy said. 
Douglas. describe his experiences on Mandy wants lo pursue space 
two space missions. medicine. And she says she would 

Al the end of the year, the students like lo participate In a space mission 
picked Mandy as the school's Out- one day. Her ultimate aspiration is to 
standing Young Astronaut of the Invent something that will save lime 
Year. and money. . 

Mandy and her mother credit her •Bui I have no Idea what II would 

teach~ ~~fin_ oa_:_~• for ~denll:'\~J," s~~~~ . _ __ _ ...•. _ .... ·-

Lynn T. Spenc;a/Post•DIIC>atch 
et1 Ind Cabbage Patch doll1, one In Aue-
1lan co•tume, the other In 11tron1ut garb. 

~,u,.s -i?,~;.f: /.)~~fc:I'­
~ ,,' ,;,.f A~ ~i . ~ f, if A-

--· 
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-, X:~9h,9'. 'c1~tronalJt' flies high over :triP' to sb~iet 
.•.•• ,, , ,,. :-.~•' {" :.:.,, :·• j . •• -'> • ; ,. • I . · .:~= ,~ ·. · · . HillsborOUgh lad goin9on tour .. ; ~=be=: 

F.:~:i:,~:::p: Jo promote peaceful IJses ofspace J:i!ii:.i::"~~~~:=z:1 
.. · ~ Hlllsboroulh lad Is a lc,qua- ·· · . . . ; . Lite many =~on that · 
doa IOl't who emaes. self-assurance; ''Ever lhlce I was old enough to com- complete, but Johlllton said plans In- 1' clear _winter morning, Johnston wu . 

· the kind of kid .who dreams about . prebend books and television, I've been elude stays in Moscow and Star City, r watching the launch when the Cha_l- , 
reacblng for tbe stars and ultimately , Interested In space." · where the Soviet space program ls . lenger exploded over the Atlantic 

~•ends . ~P 1111~1. one from the heav- ,l': · · - In May, Johnston teamed of the head~uartered. , · t Ocean, k!lllng all ~,en astronauts 
· em. · ,. • · · -· · '.• · · · · · · ·" · · · · ·~ · Young Astronauts Program through his 'They have a different system of i· aboard. HIS class was preparing to con- 1 

~~ • Jobmton wu the only New Jer- teacher at the Hlllsborough Middle doing thlnp than we do. I think to value ; . duct npertments-testing the effacacy '. 
·-,an of the 10 junior high and high School. Todd said he had to fill out a what we have, we have to know what ·, of toys as teachlnc h1stramenll_ In 
:ICbool students selected nationally to •. complicated application, submit a bat- they have," he e1plained. { space-llmllar to thole lclledoled to be 
tour Russia to promote peaceful mes of tery of standaril test scores and write When he learned In July he was . carried out by Christa McAuliffe, the 

· apace while fOlterlng amiable relaUoas an essay on what attracted him to the one of 25 · finalists, the knots in his (,.New Hampshire 1choolteacber who 

~ • , For JINIIII who moved to : · "I asentially told them I wanted earlier this month be received bis ac- . '. ·_. "When the OJall er blew Up _ It 
. between the":, natiolll. ,,. . · program. ·· . · · stomach began to tighten I bit. Then 

1 
.. died In the sbutUe 'eiolosloa. ; 

-1111 Garden State f~ Louisiana last to team more about the Russian space ceptance notice. . •. · · ;, took a J,iece of all of :':c!me for IO 
""~~ie-;he chance to participate In a program, but Just as Importantly meet . "I was Just ecstatic," Johnston re- ;( long nerytblng hadJODe., smoothly. I 
: batfway around the world only . the Russian children," he said. "I really called. "The stakes were very high. I r couldn't f>elleve lt )lad bappened. Bat 
.. coaflrms bll desire to punue a career think we're skeptical of the Russians had never been Involved ln anything,; 1l01' I think it bu'.gl,eri"everyone more 

In the aerospace Industry as either an because we don't know that much about like this. · splrtt to continue and I don't mean that 
~ utroaaut or engineer. . them and they don't know that much "I really wanted to be Involved in f In a macabre seme," lie noted 
· "I've always enjoyed thinp deal· about us." a mission of peace. I think as children : . . "This has given lis Ume to reasm 
Ing with space exploration," lie said. _ The Russian itinerary remains in- we may be able to help find a war, to -~ oar technology. I think that people real-

' agree on bow to best utilize space, ' he • lze space is valuable to us. I think that 

~-=-=- ··i._ _ _ - - - -· .. . · .. -- · ... ·~ .. -.;.:. ~ 

added. · • space will become more valuable to us. 
Johnston has had an lnfonnal yet . . "As time goes on, we need to boost 

long association with the National Aer- I morale in the space program," he 
onautlcs and Space Administration ~ added. "I believe there still ii a future 
(NASA), which helps support the Young ! ln space. We don~t know that much 
Astronauts Program. i about space. If lhe truth be told we 

"I began corresponding with i know very little.1 ! _ 
NASA when I was five," be said. "When I Although the role of space ex­
I . was older I wr_ote them suggesting • plontion ln the next century mnains 
that all ages are Interested in space, ~ speculative, Johnston .Is certain it will 
and particularly that children are this be a prominent one. · .. \ , ' . __ , ,, ., . .. .. . . - . . . : 

·-·--•-.•- ·-~ .. .. , ·- ·, ... 



•• • • ,...,. #- -------- ,-·· 

r : .. , .. . Sectloft One: Page '7 

,,:~,,~A• 
d.t;. 

:jff·; . · 
~ - • • 111Murt•gh 

~ Surrounded by science fiction Images, Todd Johnston will get a taste of 
~-..reaJ . ..t~.l!'g ..-.n,..hl}ravels to ·Russla as a mem_ber._. of .~~ ·Vo~ 
L ... •· ___ ~ •.!·.:: -.:: . • •. · . .,, _. Altrona"" Pr~ram · • i .:.-•-• • ••: • • • :~•• .. • .. • :• ,;.•t~ : .= ... ~-• _.. ,. • • •• ••· . I • • 

... · · .... At the beginning of this eentmy · space stations or be involved with Jcmg­

... .,. eallldn't ffeo Dy. More ud ~ -. t.ermapaceeiploratioD,"besaid. "IClll f ~le will be ID spa_ce. It's inevitable. ', safely ~Y that somehow 1')! be~­
' lither Jlley'll_ .lie_ li~ on permanent , volvec\!1th tbe space procram, . '- ·!t, 
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rTeeri is ,On i,Cloud g-
-- . . · '"' ' . 

Would-be astronaut is going _to Soviet Union 
-~ . . . ' 

-By PATRICIA VOWD\'KEL 
Courier-News Staff Writer 

activities for the Young Astronaut 
Council. 

The Young Astronaut Council is a 
F.'~- &-c.. ~ I nonprofit organization aimed at in-

HILLSBOROUGH - Thirteen· creasing student interest in math and 
year-old Todd Jobmtoo dreams of science. 
becoming an astronaut. and in Octo- _ Funkhouser said Johnston re-
ber he11 be going to the Soviet Union ceived an "A plus plus" from judges . 

. to bang out with Soviet and Ameri· One judge, be said, remarked that 
can space travelers. Johnston was "some sort of genius." 

He was among 10 students from He said Johnston bad been writing 
across the country wbo were chosen ._ .. ~,,. to NASA since be was S years old. 

· by th~ Young AsJ!ona._!t.Counci;} in The council also was impressed by 
Wasbington;-b.C., for a two-week Johnston's essay, Funkhouser said. 
tour of the Soviet Union. !~~'!,~~'!.rir·"": He said Johnston "used some Rus-

From Oct. 14 to 28, they will visit lian words, which is quite unusual." 
space faci1ities, schools ·and ·. But Johnston said some of the 

' museums, a spokeswoman for the · · credit belongs to Hillsborough 
council said _ this week. The euct ~ IChools. 
itinerary bas not been established. . . · "I owe a tremendous amount to 

- . Johnston, of 46 Longfield Drive, my school system and (gifted-and-
said be received a call from the ..______ talented teacher) Mrs. Oldenburg," 

; council last week. ' TODD JOHNSTON Jobnston said. 
f . When be was told he would be ••• to visit Soviet Union. -: To prepare for his tri~, Jobns~n I going on the trip, be said, "I just . - · · · · _ . -_ , . . _ said be bought a Russian-English 
/went crazy. Immediately, I~ of . IO pleased,° 10 ~ul. It all -came dictionary and his parents, Bill and 
; -went up on a cloud." -· · ·, . ,: true." · ·.. . ;: '. · · . . ·-. Barbara Johnston, gave him a book 
! _. · But that wasn't tbe fDll payload. ' In July, Johnston and twQ other . . about how to cope in the Soviet Un-
i' T. Wendell Butler, aecuUve direc"'. · students from llilllboroagb, Tyra ion. · 
~. tor of the Young ~ut Council, • . Fahsbender and .Katy EL-eornann, -, .. I'm learning a little bit of Rus­
;~ _also told him be woa1d be one of were among S5 finaJlats ,elected aian," be said, after trying out a few 
• three students going lo New York , from around the nation. . - - . , -. ·. newly learned phraaes. . . 
: City lo appear on ABC-TV's -~Good · · · Tbe itudenta were le1ected on the ; /- He said be and the a1ne other atu­
~,llonung America" tbe aezt day. , ·· _buia of an essay c:ampetitioa, ·rec-- cleats will spend Oct. 12 and 1s 1n 
f · "'I wu·l'lllllliDg aroand the~ . omrneodati~ from a teacher and ·:waabinlton. learnlJII protocol and 
, like a· bowllng bamhee by then,"' · ~ telephone interviews, said Dick . getting a cram course 1n Soviet cul­
, Jobmton lllid. .. I'm re.ally so excited, _ Fuakboutb, director of International tare. 
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,. . •. ( . • . ,.. " , ' . I . -~.,, ·. : , . . D5: ., ....... ,., ,, ... .. ,.. . .... -... ..... ... . -----~ •••~ .. 
·:.: :-Amy Crubb.of. Clalr10n.ia an All- ·. ·•yhe'ak hiadlad~hirlwind \OUaraonfceNeown .- ,,~*:W~-::f ~'±1' r<I.. £!&&.'., 

.. American kid.- .. '.."·. • 1: , , , ·, • ,. • or . nc u mg an appe r . 
•• • .... 1 ., ... • ;, ·. : · ~ .. : ., • • • '"Good Morning America." .' 
~ She ii one of .10 ""1frlcan teen- · After her television appearance, 
agers 1elected naUonwlde fo~ 1 two- -:: 'Amy spent a 'day sightseeing return- i · 
· week tour of the Soviet Union that • d · · h · 
-will Uk l Include vlilts lo a rocket- . l~g to Clairto~ .Satur ay nig t in 
· taunchi:j · d ·cosmonaut training time to baby:si_t. ·· , i . · · ·· · 
:faclllty a~ mission _contro.l center ... . . . "<~_my) is a child ~ho has a lot ~f 
_. , . . . . ... , · .. . .., . · . "'.' . ambition, a lot of drive and a lot of 
: :: ··She attended a space ~riference · energy/'.i said Ms. Long. · 
for teenagers In Califomi~ l~st ; · · That drive 'was a key reason sh_e 

.month. and her wlnnlng application · .'was selected from about 200 apph­
,for the October trip to the U.S.S.R .. · . cants, ages 13 to 16, to visit the 
Included an essay predicting what Soviet Union. :. •: , · · 
:the. ~ - JO,.years of the .,sp~~- . ·. · , The 10 young astronauts may also 

:'program_,would -~ Ilk~ · , ,· : ':· ,. meet President Reagan before leav-
-.. ~ Besides · _thinking and writing •ing for the Soviet Union. · · 
·;about astronauts, she . also some- ;•, ·, The exchange was the idea of t~e 
,times talks like OM:- '. · · . . . . . . , Young Astronaut Council, a private, • 

'j . ~ uld of her ~pcoming ~!Sil to :·· _-non-profit organization, and was dis­
:Jlie SoYlet Union, , J really kind of . : cussed as part of a general cultural 
· .:think that tt•• I small step to putting • exchange · during Reagan's summit 
,'tthe natlons;:eloser.~-·.· . · · ·. · · · "'-with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba-
:: \Amyalsowantsto·bei veterlnarl- : -chev. In Geneva .last November. ! 
·.an wben 1be grows· up. . .-~ '.:. ·,~.<-She:said ·she'- hopes the United -,:. ,: ~tn7: iiY? Not_ao odd; she sa,S: • i · States'~and So~i~t Union cooperate 
'np that when a lunar base Is .more In space, rather than compete. 
'built In tile future, Its occupants will · :She said she thinks the nations should 
. want to take their pets with them. . share satellite operations and even• 
. . M\'ou need someone to take care · tually work together to land on Mars. 
of them." lbe noted. •. <·: .. . · ,. : . . Amy answers questions about her 
. . Linda Long. assistant to the exec- appearance on television and her 
atlve director of the Young Astro- trip to the Soviet Union politely, but 
mat Coancll, describiiAmy as the · casually. . . 
•All-American kid .•• probably what . Her father, though, has a hard 
II best In the young astronaut pro- time containing his enthusiasm and 
P'UD·" . doesn't even try. 

Am1 learned o,er a well: 110 that · Donald Grubb, a tool and die 
lbe bad been selected to participate maker, has taken care of Amy for 
ID the eouncll's exchange program, the last 3 '4 years since Amy's moth­
ID which 10 young cosmonauts will er died. 

, Ylslt the United States In December. . "It's a trip of a lifetime. I'm just 
. . SJnc:e lbe beard tbe good news so excited for her,", .be said. . "ft. . . . . . . . . 

Ross A. C• tmza/The Pittsburgll Press 

Amy Grubb,' 14, heading , to· .U.S.S.R. 

I 
; 

• :; \,;t•...,; ·(\,;• ••· ~'1~•~oL1''r~_,. ........ ,,_.~,.,.,,-1•·- .•• · · ·-••- · •• ·•,•• •' '. • ·' ·I' ' )Y 
'i • ~ •-:. 'J'~.t ... r ':~;••o\t~~-~-~-~, ::t~ •~~~>,.l ( J. __ ~•--.,-; ' ~"-~;_/,"· ~• ~~•-,\,' ~I, , :)_• , ,.,. , ,.:.,. 

•·•·• .... ·•.' -•· ·••·•··· ,. ---... - ..... .,.,_..., • ' •1 ..,_ -, ...... ·- .... 

. '· . ,r ,-.r,.. ., ..... ~. ,· ·: ,.,> • • ....... . ~ ·.·~ • .. ... ~.,--~ : ·· r ,',,'· • . ·• ... • ~ : ,:: . • 

# , :-· . ... w.-, .~·•· •. '.,ti. il',~·4 t b'·(t: , ,.,,,,.... , , . ,, ? .' I • . • a ' . \ ·' 

. ( . . ... ·• . . ., ..................... ...... ,.,'-... ...-. ... _,. 

::,,, ~ 'C 
C: ::c .... 
'° ['ll rT 
C rT 
to .,, en 
rT .... O' 

~c 
..., '"3,, 
..., en'° 
... tD ::,-c, 
.... :;o 

'° C) "" Q) :i:: > 
°' .,, 

:;o 
t'l:I 
en 
en 



Tad Dockstader one -of . . ., 

~ iUst 1 O·going to Russi~ 
~ .-i_n_-:ex.cbartge progrom 

J,-:J~ . • ·•. • . 
:_Tad Docbtader,· 15,1be IOD ol·Bruce and Sue Dockstader, Mt. Plea-

~-- · If.Ill~. II on, of jult 10 youtbl who wW visit Ruula in October on I trip In-

! 
. tlqlying tbe Youn, 'Aatronauta Councll in tldl country and the Young • 
Colmonautl'ln tbe Soviet Unlon. ' 

~ Heil one of jult 10.)'0Utbl ag• 14-11 who 1lfUl be on the Oct. 14-28 trip. 
""C Tbe)' wW vlait 1pac. facWUes,' mllleWDI, IChools, and blatorical . and 
-ti eult;ural alt.. Alao, the 10 youthl wW meet coamonauta and have the op­
i portunlty to excbanle lnformaUOD with Soviet students. 
~ : Dockstader uld be aliwn• they wW Ylilt Moacow, but a com­
; 'plete lUnerary la aot available. 

zr_ , in order to be chosen for the trip, applicants had to write essays on ',Jhy 
they wanted to 10 and what they aaw u the 1'main tbruat-in the apace pro-

~ gram" In near future, Docbtader aald. Once the ~ta were narrowed 
~ · down to 15, be bad to write an euay OD what be did during the summer. • 

• ~~df!r, .. ~ lrill l,tt e aopbomore at Mt. Pleuan_t Community High 
School tbla fall, bai been interested in aerospace engineering for a long 
time. He baa launched 18 l,Dcb model rockets, some of which went 

~ · • 75CH,QOO feet bJab. "lbose rockets nm OD solid propellant fuel. 
, . When the fuel' la flniabed, an ejecUOD cbarle la ·fired, and a parachute 
·come• out, be said . . 

.• ·· . Tbe rockets take about two to three days, Docbtader aald. Some of the 
parta, such u the qtne, are mmmerclally available. · 

Be also built a wind tunnel that WU one ol the ablblta at the Ea• tem 
Iowa Science and EnglneerlJJ8 Fair in Cedar Rapids two years ago. 

A lfOUP of 10 Rmalu youths wW visit tbe U.S. in December .. 
TIie acbana11 prGll'&m will 'be the ftnt mual e•cbange of youth 

delesatlom qreec1·upoa by tbe two natiolll' leaden durln, their summit 
ID November, 1115. . 

· .. _ .Tbe·YOUDI Aatraaaut Jll'Oll'UD wu lDauprated In October, IIIM, by 
Praldent Reaaaa. Amoa& Its pala .la ~ interest and lkllll of 

·• tuc1mta.JD mathematics, •pace, and related subjects, by provldina them 
;wl&b.~.:actlvitlea, ud mat,lfiala, fer - both inllde and outside 

''eiauroo ;'t.~11 'f~~- Aatrmaut cbapten-' ID tbe U.S., ~th ISC>,000 
!ID~, ~loeal cbapler bu about lSmemben, Docbta~ Nld. 



bas been occupying himself wttb Klno's space camp, for 
wblcb be was one of three student teachers. 

He helped wttb activities that Included a rocket 
laancb and a 24-bour simulated shuttle fiigbt, and he 
gave a talk on the past 25 years of space research. 

Predicts future of esploratlon 

Re bas definite Ideas about wbat the nen 20 years 
of space research wtll be Ute, and that was one of the· 

· topics of the paper that helped hlm earn the trip. .-. • 

Once the space shuttle's safety systems bave been 
reftned, be predicted, the United States wtll unite with 
other countries for research on space habitats. "either a 
space station or biosphere on the moon.". . 

· About the explosion of the ipace shuttle Challenger, . 
be satd: "You can't accomplish a goal as great as enter-
1113 space wttllout some risk. It's kind of frightening, but I 
understand tile risk Involved." 

Scott, the youngest of four children, likes to draw 
and enjoys drafting, strategy games and working wtth 
computers. In addlUon to his fasclnaUon With chemistry · 
and aerospace englneertag.. : . ( , ·· · • · -

\. 
;. 

.. Scott Clark 
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:~$piring as~ronaut bou~d for Russia 
for glifflpse of Soviet space effor'.t: 

::~1;hmhnllll 
._ ·l]le Arizona DIiiy Stir : 

'-~ You· mlpt say Scott Clart bas space on the brain. : :_r tllet tbe ~~t ~Dion Is on h~ mind a lot. I 
·, ~ ,ne 13-year-old TuCIOIUUI. the 90ft or Drs. Marvin 

1 
eel Sandy Clarl, Is oae of 10 youths In tbe United States t cbo.9en by tbe Yoana Astronauts Council to travel to the ' 

~s,ovtet Union In October. . ,,.. . 
~ It's a lOOd start OD Ills Ufe'I dream - to become an -....,,_ut - but Scott II very conscious of the pro­
llUI•• pl, too: To promote cooperaUon and under-

; ·llandlng between children In both countries. 
: )i.tll ecnmtrles llffe bopes · · ...-~ . ... . ~ 
~ · "I beUeve uae, bave a lot In common," be said ln an . 
Tatemew Saturday, two days after teaming he had 
been.cllaaea for tbe trtp. · 

· : 

0

"Tlle, botb want peace, and both bave hopes, 
fears." 
~:: Re'I tldn- of lavlq Ills cl81111118tes at Klno 
~-Center write m~ges for a card be can gt•e 
~ .. . ... . . ... -----··. --

·----
I -

to bis Russian co,terpart. 

The Young Alronauts Council, established by Pres­
ident Reagan lnE84, ls a privately funded program 
Intended to enco . ge young people's Interest In space 
sciences and to p ote peace. 

. Scott hasn't en given details on tbe trip, except 
that It will be froq OcL 12 to 26, with the nrst two days 
spent In Washlng(ln, D.C. He's boplq to meet some of 
the youn~en In tie Young Cosmonauts program. "But 
whatever I'm golni to do, I'm going to enjoy It and team · 
from It - I'm sur,.,f that." be said. _ • · 

Has lived In SaIArabla · · 
After IIVlng f two yean In SaUcll Arabia before 

moving to Tucson year ago, "I'm used to traveling." 
Scott said. "But I ven't been to Rus.,ta. I'm looking 
forward to It." \ . 

"Scott Is a wo'1ertul kid. and tbe most wonderful 
. thing about him Is ~ tblnks he's 90 normal." said Sister 
Judy Bisignano, lttder of Ktno's Young Astronauts 
Council chapter. "lb sincerity Is 90 nice." 

Since enterlng"1e competition at Iler urgl.ag. Scott. 

I 



Washington, DC 
USA TODAY 
August 15, 1986 

~i>q·~h-ri~¥.ts;: to;l 
: · ·a.Tea-X~~uts" fromac:rcmtbe USA have j 
• · been Chosen to tour the Soviet UnJon Oct. 14-28, the · ! 
, Young Astroii,~ut Council a.nnounced .Thursday • ... ' 

1bey'll visit space ~cWtles, schools and musewm. , 
., ID December, 10 '!Young Cosmonau~ww Visit the "' 
·- USA. Young Astronauts i, a non-prolt c:qaoln:,tlon­

illmed at lncreaslag student Interest to math and sci-
; fllM;e. Head~ for tile Soviet Union: "; : ·; : /. , · · 

, • RJca Buxbaum, 13, New York a~ : . \ ' ' ' Y · . • Scott Oark. 13, Tucson, Ariz.' . . .. · .· : . .· .· 
• Tad Dockstader, 15, Mount Pleasant. Iowa - . 

· • Juan Calmda, 15, Guaynabo, Puerto Rico • Amy Grubb, 14, Oalrton, Pa. · . - · 
-_ ,; - ,. · • Mandy Heidemann, 13, Florl&sant, Mo. . • · · • TOdd Jobshon, 13,'Nesbaotc, N.J. · · . · · -• Cltris Lapp, 15, Monahans, Tuas · · · · · · 1 

, • B¢i41 Rillle.14,.J>.,a}'ton, Ohio • · · .- . •-·. · 
• Antonlo Sm!~ t(·,Mem~ '.I'ena.• . , · ·. 
' ~> ,, _ _. ~- -·· .... . . ·.''"-:.·· . :·::;,· . ,, ·_:_-:-.::,. ' .:-,_. i, ·.- .; .-•:\ .s!-' ...... 




