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. :KOHI;AND REAGAN -~ 

~J~f ~l&~UE~!! 
. : . Continued From Page Al ' ,,; . 

· .,. , . ·. ~! \',.\ · 
• ;t • •. -i. • . " t ~~ ♦M' • , _ d'1~ ~ ~ 'f-;.t\ 
2 ~· groups .and others.".*.: ... -,: ·9 _ 

. Up to the last moment, White House 
.Qf!itjals sought tn rnlnirnlre tbe effect 

- qt· ~e visit. As Mr. Reagan 'left' Bomi 
i '·.tfi.!s. morning for Bergen-Belsen1 • offi~ 
-.:. Cials disclosecf:tbat the Presideat and 

?,fr. ,Kohl would be joined at Bitbiµ-g by 
·-::,~ prominent. retired · ~e:i"!~ !100 
;,: German military officers. ~ ·1,:.; :i: · 
-:-:: L 3lle two were Gen. Matthew·B: Ridg-
. way: 90 years old, who led the 82d Air- I 
.; ..lfon\e Division in · Europe and later 
~; f~t in the Battle of Bulge, and Lieut. 
;;•~- Johannes Steinhoff. 71, a World 1 

Wat: II flying ace who later rose·to the i 
: ' ~est ~ of the West German Air I 

-:_ Force. ·· r .:/::·,.f:",r.,.'-\) ' '-·.~ .-
, ,'; ::.~er the · brief ceremony at the ( 
•' K9.Imeshohe. military cemetery, the I 

tw.<> men shook hands. · i ·~. ;·, , __ -

·:: .: ,:: Visit to Adeoauer's _G~v~ ·~-=•;; 
., -~·Mr. Reagan, starting an official visit r' 
... to-West Germany after the end .oHhe 1 
;!•~even-nation economic·summit confer- ! 
-. ~ce in Bonn.on Saturday, began his 
:• dily with an unscheduled drive in the 
•bJDlj overlooking the Rhine to ,place a \ 

-~~th at the grave of Konrad Adenau-
.:; el'. "Nest Germany's first Chancellor. l 
"'· White House officials said the idea for i 
·, '.th~ visit had come from Billy Graham, r 
-- tbt! .evangelist. · ·~ · ,.: , - ~. ... . , 
, ;-~~- Reagan and Mr. Kohl then new ! 

.,:•aboard Air Force One to Hanover and ! 
-·'!nl'l!eled 15 minutes by helicopter to the r 
, ·gate. of Bergen-Belse'n. Before coming I 
. to West Germany, Mr. Reagan bad lni- i 

• tijilly decided against a visit to a con- : 
.r-:~tration camp site, but he reversed I 
J P.!-,-decisiQll amid the furor over his 
··.pJJuts to visit the Bitburg cemetery. 1 

-~.7,Ynder gray skies and in a light driz. · 
· zie; Mr. Reagan entered the camp site ' 

JV_itp liis wife, Nancy, as well u'leading 
• illdes "'11<1 the United States Ambassa-

. . d'lrl9 Bonn, Arthur F. Burns. Mr. Kohl 
: ~ -acc~pani~-b,Y his_ wl!~• Hanne- / 

-~~e site is an open-area with mounds . 
':~ contain the mass graves of the : 
· i:iu'np's victims. · - • ·, · : .✓:,: • ."- .1 
: :'. 9,litside, a handful of demonstrators: 
•'ectioed the words voicecl by Elle Wie-1 
·:s~, the writer and Holocaust survivor, : 
· at the White House two weeks ago. Thei 

ge~onstrators; referring to . Bitburg.': 
, ·cned: "You don't belong there. Come; 
<~cic, please,• Mr. President. We don'tl 

· .. want you to go in \Jlere." ,,,, "' ' · i 
·" A)ked about the demonstrators, Mr.: 

·: ieagan ~~eel 8;Dd said,_ ' '.It'.s a~; 
country. . . . • ~ .. -. , -- - i 

· ~ ~ :· · Exhibits of Camp Viewed " · 
-. , The Premier of Lower Saxony; Ernst i 
•Albrecht, escorted ·the Reagans, the· 
Ko~ and their·entourage into a docu
ment center with photographs and ex
.'hi.bits of the camp, where Jews, Gyp- · 
stes; Poles, Russians, French and 
Dutch died of torture, starvation and 
disease. 
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· President Reagan is.escorted by West German Chancellor Helmut' 
-, • .Kohl to a fornial reception at ornate, 18th-Century Augustusburg 

Castle outside Bonn.'. Event preceded annual . economic summit. • 
•• r ,•: .1/f,~j •·•-•1•1•!.•. A,;,,,, .'•~:•iJ ,: • • , • .' ,.,. • j l \. - ; : • • • -":'- •_I • •, 

Relatives ofllitlir:Foes . 
. ~ '~ .".I, / • 'Ji ••. ,· .,··. f ".',_·, , • v ' :• • !, .i::,\-t"t~·/ :•,· ,'''.c ~~- .\.: ' • '; '., .,- ,,.;• 

1'-tO'JOin!firr'Bitbllf · · iRites 
1;,.\ ..... ~t.: "I.,-,. , • .• <, .... '. •'' : ·•· ; .. ,;,. -: '· - ;, .• . ~•1.;;,'.·:,-!!8.,,... .... .,~_.,; , .... ,. ' 
. ; :Son of Officer .Who Attempted ~ination . 
:~ ;·,· Participawig in: ~pparent -Bid J~'.Quj_et Furor:, . 
I;• c \_ ,_ ' • ·, ' • ,. ., , , , , 

, l j' ,' I. I 

; .,, By TYLER MA.ftS8ALL, TirTJ,i!~ Staff:flriter · · . · 
- t ! • -~ . 

-, BONN ...,J~ 'an , appa·r.ent ·_: · Both West German and senior 
' last-min'ute · effort · to · quiet the .•· U.$; officials reaffirmed Reagan's 
'. uprpar ·· ovef . .President·· Reagan's . commitment to lay a wreath at the 
planfio lay a wreath at a German · . ,.cemetery,' which contains the 

· war cemetery next Sunday, tela- ,' graves of 49 soldiers from Hitler's 
tives ... of ·Germans who ' actively · , : elite · Waffen SS combat units 
opposed Adolf Hitler and the Nazi . among the 3,09() dead from World 
party· are., being include~ in the ..• ,Vfars I and II who are b~ed there. 

·ceremony.- .· ·· · -. • · ;':' '.l'he SS, short for Sch1,1tzstaffel, 
·· The announcement came Thurs- \ .or ' protective · unit, administered 

1
1 day after a meeting ,between: Rea- , ·,;,' Hitler's concentration camps but · 
gan and West German. Chancellor ,""'al.so fielded combat divisions. · 1 

Helmut • Kohl shortly · before the ! ·.• · The t controversy surrounding 
f9rmal beginning of the seven-na-· < Reagan's visit to th~ Gei:man war . 
tion economic summit here~ 1 · -. :· cemetery, at the town of Bitburg, .. 
' West --~rman.1 • governrpent · •:,about 60 miles .southwest .of the 
spokesman Peter· ·Boenisch ·said ·. capital, has ov:ershadowed 1the . 
that among those who would at- ' · summit.conference. · · 
tend Sunday's. ceremony, will be· : .. t• While the 'last~minute inclusion 
.Col. Berthold ·von Stauffenberg, :·:· of t~e resistance figures is unlikely , 

:.son · of Claus von Stauffenberg, a· •; to lessen opposition to Reagants 
German army officer who.'attempt- 11 cemetery visit, West German offi

•,ed to assassinate Hitler in July; ' \ cials appeai:ed please_d ;,by . the 
; 1944_ Claus von Stauffenberg was'· _;, move. ·., ' " · · · · ·, ·1 · 
~ executed .soon 'after . th~ abor.tjve . . .. In a tel~phone interview, Bitburg 

1,~~~atio,n .~tt~mpt. ;, \,;:i,i 1;. , . :,i~ayor Theo Halle~ said: '.,'Now _all 
i .. • . . . ; 1 . • r' sides of that penod of German 
L, NoFurtherDetaU• .'.(,;:.: ,.· · <,.: history will · be there. ' It makes 

Boenisch said he had no furUl,er /·'. reconciliation that much more pos-
details about who would·attend the , sible." · ·• '· .. ' · • ·, 

· ceremony, indicating that the invi- Hallet said the intensity of the 
· tations had only just bee,i extended · . debate about the cemetery visit has . _ 
· to family · members offormer Ger- · · · Please see BITBURO, Pa1e 11 1 

man resistance fightera. · . 
' ' 

1'I , will tell you the list of those 
who accept as soon as I get an 

· overview;'' he said. 
' Neither West German nor U.S. 

officials would comment on who 
initially proposed the presence of 

' those symbolizing 'the small Ger-
i. · man· resistance movement during · 
,; World War II. It is known that the 
~!,' White • Hous~ · ·unsuccessfully at
,·,te~pted to persuade prominent · 
'> Jewish. figures, including Nazi-
~ . hunter Simon Wiesenthal and Hol-
i · ocaust scholar Elie Wiesel, to ac
·,. c~mpany'Reagan on the trip. · . · 

;: . •. ~ 



Auoctated .,_; 
President Reagan is escorted by West German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl to a fornial reception at ornate, 18th-Century Augustusburg 
Castle outside Bonn.· E.vent preceded annual economic summit. 
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, ,;~ By TYLER MAl!,SRALL, Ti~s Staff Writer :, ' ' 
' • I • !. • I .. ~ . 

14;BONN~i~ ,, 'an ;; _appa.rent . Both West German and senior 
( last-minute effort · to ·· quiet the .· · U.S. officials reaffirmed Reagan's 
; Uproar ·over _President"' Reagan's commitment to !ay a wre~th at the 
pl~ ,to lay a wreath at a German ·-.-cemetery, which contains the 

' war cemetery next Sunday, tela- ,' graves of 49 soldiers from Hitler's 
'. tives " of ·Germans who ' actively ·, elite · Waffen SS combat units 
· opposed Adolf HiUer-and the Nazi ·. among the 3,000 dead from World 

__ party· are ., being incl,ude!f in the i,Vf ars land II who are buried there. 
I ceremony: · · • · ,,, ," pie SS, short for Schutzstaffel, 
' ' -The announcement came Thurs- 1 _or protective · unit,' administered 

f
day after-a meeting,be.tweeJl;Rea- ' -·!/"' Hitler's concentration camps but 
gan and West German, Chancellor , ":'also fielded combat divisions. , 
}Jelmut Kohl shortly before ·· the ( ,·. The I controversy surrounding 
formal beginning of the seven-na-· · ; Reagan's visit to the- German war 
tion economic stnilmit here: •1 • ~ cemetery, at the town of Bitburg, • 
I West ,-.~rman:i · government ·, .r: about 60 miles -southwest .of the . 
'spokesman r: Peter ' 'Boenisch_ :8aid , .. , capital; has · overshadowed ,the ,: 
that among those who would 1'at-': ·, summit.conference. · , 

.tend Sunday's; cer~ony_ will be; >7J' · While the last-minute Inclusion 
'Col. Berthold '·voh -Stauffenberg, .":· of -~!' re~tance figures 1B unlikely , , 
tson ·of Claus von Stauffenberg, a· ·, to lessen opposition to Reagan's 
:German army otflcet who.'attempt- ".J cemetery visit, West German offi
i,ed to, assassinate . lt!Uer' in Jilly;' J cials app~ar:ed please.d . bY, the 
t 1944'. Claus yo~ S~uffen~erg was',- ,~ move. .. , , · , 
t executed .soori ~ter I tl\1 --aJ>o~ye , . ·-r In a tel~phone Interview, Bitburg 
l,~lnatlo,n ~Hfpipt.; ~-:/ii~.i:\ 1 J\ 1Mayof Theo Hallet saidi "Now all 
, • . • ''" . -·1V. 1. · ( Sides of that period of German 
/...,.-:No Further Details ·,1 \i .' . · ··,.: history will be there. It makes 
' Boenisch.said he had no further ' · •' reconclllatiori that much more pos-
details about who would attend the . · sible." · 
ceremony, indicating that the lnvl- ·' · Hallet said the intensity of the 

j tations had only just Qeen extended _ · . debate _about the cemetery visit has , 
· ·• to family members ·of former .Ger- Please see BITBURG, Pase 11 ' 

man resistance fightera. 
~,,.1 · ;••r iwlll te11··you the list of those . 
. ,.who• accept as s09n,,,as;. I _get -an 
v !)Yerviewl'1he said. ' ·. · · ·· 
~,;. Neither West German nor U.S. _ 
r,J.officials would · comment on who 
· ;initially proposed the ·presence of 

X: those :symbolizing 'the small Ger- ' 
,i,tl inlllt t resistance.' movement during · 
~ivlorld,;war mit is known that the 
~ Wliiteli Househunsuccessfully at
}iil~pted ' to ,i ~niuade , prominent · 
'lfJewtsh~1flgurelii ·.including ' Nazi, 
f f\ hnfit.,.r•!iltnihn WIA~Ant.h,il ,inti Hnf. 
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:.Bi,~an ·Visif;Fierce/y.D~bated in Bonn 
, ii'" .. _ ~~-4 . . I . . . 

"' !J(p_J JOHN TAGLIABUE · "Even the Nobel committee, with all berg said his reference was to Le Due 
'; ' A. ti 9pec1a1 to 111t - Yort nm. · . due respect," Mr. Stoltenberg went on, Too, the North Vietnamese official who 

BQNN, May 14- Chancellor Helmut "has made a few mistakes in Its long was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
Kohl,sgught today to fend off criticism history." - with Secretary of State Henry A. Kis
or b,lij,,{landllng of President Reagan's Facing vigorous protests from Social singer for negotiating the Vietnam War 
~t,visit, contending that It "further Democratic legislaton, Mr. Stolten- settlement. Mr. Too declined the prize. 
streiiathened the relationship between ,_ _______________________ _ 

both' nations tJiat baa emerged over 
~ ljears)! ~ r\ . ►,I ',, . 

· ~ ~~Ion was a statement by the 
W11111Wllor to Parliament ori the visit I 
and \Iii, recent economic summit con- , 
fereilce. The statement opened a rau- : 
cous F,~cally bitter four:-

ebate11Mr~ Kohl, Whose Chris
tilql l . ocratlc Party Is smarting 
~~ aevere election setback Sunday 
In ~ous North Rhine-Westpballa, 
wasi0lten pushed Into the defensive. 
~., ,hi afAo:minute oration punctuated by 
ca~· and beckllng, Mr. Kohl said,. 
-~1'11111\;verwhelmlng majority of the 
ue J)e(!l)le were deeply Impressed 
by ttltude of the American Prest-
den , by the fact that he did not 
waverf' in the face of urgent pleas that 
he C21icel his ~lt to the Bltburg ceme
tery. :, ; 
. " ,, , ~ Wlll. Not Forget 
, ''.ti'elther ·the German people nor I 
wllt~f!>rg~ thal, "-Jhe Chancel!or went 
OJlo j' I • I 

American veterans' groups, Jewish 
orga'nlzations and majorities of both 
~ -of Congress asked Mr. Reagan 
o • cancel the ceremony at Bltburg, 
rbi~ includes the graves of 49 soldiers 
~ t!je Watten ss. 
' Toe Social Democratic leader in Par
lament, Hans-.Jochen Vogel, said Mr. 
~obJ•s bandling of the state visit, tn
tlucUnl his insistence on the wreath
faying ceremony at 13ltburg, "did more 
~ harm than to help" West German-
Amftlcan ties. · 

t n\i strong applause from the opposl
tioit1'enches, Mr. Vogel said, "We will 
f~l1h!, consequences for a.long time to 
tom.el" , 
} ' )' . 
t Mi-1 Vogel accused the Chancellor,of 
•subfervlence to American wishes at 
-the SIUlimlt meeting. He cited the West 
Gennan endorsement of "Star Wars," 
;mfl!llle- defense research, which be 
·sald,rtsked a serious split with France. 
,He alio . cited Mr. Kohl's failure to 
,chid~ , the Reagan Administration for 
~ the Nicaragua trade-em~ 
'~ent In West Germany. 

i
' -li Hc111e1tJ la AU 1bat la Owed 

Recounting · etamples of postwar 
Amlrlcan ger_t_ero11lty toward West Ger
'm~M ncluding the Berlin airlift of 
rl~;' Mr. Vogel said the Social 
1Democtats believed Americans were ' 
:owed !'not obliging obedience or zeal. 
ousYt amatlon, but honesty." . 

,if are friends and allies of the~ 
i\merjca!\ people, u / the Social Demo
cratic leader said, "but we are not the 
'r.:!of any one administration." 
~• ! \f dgel's Wlcharacterlstlc aggres-
liv refiected the Social Demo-
crata• strong victory ln North Rblne
•Westphalla, .West Germany's most 
populous state, where the party gained 
52 ~ of the yote, Whilf the Chris
tlanl>emocratic share slutii~.to less 
ithan '¥1 peJCeDt. from ~ -~ fQUl' 
~~- ' ·,1. '•f• ,-.1-., :; ' 
p•,..,: ,Bnndt--Eatm t11e Fn,,,,,;.. 
~ A~~ of the' new~bitterness 
caDie ·Sunday evening to a television 
d~te after the North Rhine-Westpha- r . - -
lia ~. whe!I the Soclal Democratic , ,. ,. , 

' Illy Brandt, responded to 
ti-Americanism from Mr. 

cldng Heiner Geissler, the 
Christian Democratic 

P~ manager. Mr. Brandt likened 
Mr.1Gelssler. to the Nazi propagaJ14a 
chief, !J:alUng him ' !the worst agitator 
ln~~try lince Joaef Goeb_bels ... 

r'Gerhard Stoltenberg, Mr: Kohl's usu
ally,pllld-mannered Finance Minister, 
entered the debate today, accusing Mr. 
Brandt, a former Chancellor and Nobel 
Peate Prize laureate, of "total unscru
plll~" and challenging him to re
tra~ comparison. 

( 
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. -1e~hi~d:~riiiill Pi&\~wl 
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.. ,;.' :.,,;.:I.-< ..,:: P .- , :,,,,_·,,. ci.···t.·· ·:,; : ~ ;<,' -:, -~ <~t;.I .. Y i•,.. :· t 
•; .. , ! ~:.t>.:. ,_.,,.J.._·· µ,. c)'llj.;,.t jfi_;'.f'L"• t'. ... ,,tf;.;,:, .. _ . __ :i~ '. .. ;j,,,,,.,;.;,;.,, ?.i"'~ ~ /tw'.~ ayGAYLORDsHA,,(Ti~1ta,hv~ ?-. t "'!, ·· ,,~s:~-.,l ~ 4\l : 

· wAsH1.iaToN~-.A~;;i;~nJ · -~J'_;,~:Ange1~;i·said-m~ ~ :::) .· :.1 
Jewish lead~r.s .SWlday .salµte.d .. ,.-"vier,, .~edman,Jm: ·.dj ru~( R~~~ ·:_ .. -.· .... ' i 

. President ~~•s::_eJoquence .in •. ~~l-! .. spoke· of'. ~e:,positive~ we , :\ -
pledging to ·, "nevef ' forget" ~the '/ totally sruu:e. and'"embrace,"~. ~qt 'he'·. : ·: :-.. 
horrors of .Nazi ~on~e~tration • .. add~. that the vis.it ~,_t;he ·.c~°.!.,e~·.:· i:v. r, 
~ps b~t. said that _he _ahow!!(l . , ·: . ~~ !which liia,- ~t:f'?n. ·.~4. , · ·.' ,. i 
msensitivity to the depths of Jew-. '•QtherJewiah and ve~ groups: _. • f 
ish feelings about ihe Holocaust by ' . had · urged be·· canceled. -•~:was · an· . · i 

-~:1:i a;:~:11' :!-:Je~; tS:· _''. ~a::~~ifil~1Wi!et~ch~J!} '. :. ; ; t 
ss~:~~:ldi;rs~e <~cJ~~i. ~f · ~;~!~ :~~?i'J:tr:\:-!~:~j-I. -~ 

several Jewish leaders indicated . tion camp ,'aurvivor; .'·~ed the·: ·: f 
that Reagan's comments while . Bitburg visit "totally unnecessary" .. ., . ~ 
touring the Bergen-Belsen death . but said the 'Reaga1ftrii> ·might ' 
camp had partly muted the intense . prove beneficial if ft brings · alive t' 
criticism of his joining West Ger- • the lessom of'Nazi atrocities for a · \ 
man Chancellor · Helmut Kohl in generation too young to _remember::-_ ~ 
laying a wreath at Bitburg ceme- ·" "I do believe that the public has , : f 
tery. . . · . . . . . .- ·. Iearned·more; an educational pro= _ r 

Reagan · was "marvelously elo-· cess has been set ih motion. and.we. ,· 
quent" in his address at the con- .... are going to work harder in the · 'i 
centration camp site, the president ·future so that this-awakening will r. 
of the American Jewish Commit- have some basis," Wiesel said on 
tee, attorney_ Howard I. Friedman . . Pleue Ne REACT, Pare 15 



hAPl\Jew.i~J(iea.~¢!'s: Hail Reagan's Elo(f rieh~e, QU~slioi~~~itilify; 
;~ l~;~·;;~~;~i;:~ --:: -;. · ·. :· .- ~ Pr~~d~~{;~,cii~f~tii:'' _B~t.r~fer- _ victims 46 years ago, Meed s~d .ciz~d the P;esid~~t·s-Sitb~~~;it . -~ R~aian;s wci~7il1hi:ci>f i~ir~-.:~} tii1~li~i~:_;· eJ6:ti·ons.:;:.;~~-;. 
.::"NBC::--TV's"Meet the Press." • _ ring to thE; monthlong ~ntroversy __ that Reagan sent "the wro~g _mes- ~ s~o~ng "an insensitivity to We ~- tion camp "still hav __ .e gre, "m_ e~- 1·~.deep_;s!ated_ .. -~~oti:~ns. He ~ad on 
l-})i:Secretary ·of State George P. o~er ,,the lce;me~ry V1S1t, ~~eger · . sage to the wor~d''. _by . laying the VICtimized . dead." However, Perl- · ing." , ; ,.:: ) . ,.: :. 1:· _r ' !:'j; th_e ~ne -~and to _unp~ess peopfe t~-hultz,.- said that the visits to the . ~d _ the pain 18 sUU t;here . and - _ wreath because 1t 1mpbed that all mut~e~ . sru~ Reagan has .~hown - The American Legio~ · d · ~o < with th~ ,fact, ~ . he biJA.self said, 
: -_ th camp and cemetery wer~ "an · - we . . are .~~ _ .~ , -~e. _.ere . ~~ a. ..~~ war dead are the ~ame. . . . . sens1t1V1ty m th_e past and as we opp?sed ~e cem~tery vis\\., but m~ thaj we . ~ never forget. And at . 
- .iisurance policy 9_ n 'never agrun."' hlln?-cane. ,. ..,~ ;-· ~ .. -~ -· -··• •· t., · , ,. : · The G~i:nan nation was . will- · all want to be Judged by our full Indianapolis, National Corppiander ... , .the same tim~, he ~a~ to remind f . 
:lppearing on .•~ Week with . In~eed. ceremorues and protests . ingly mobilized to carry out the records, rather than our worst Clarence Bacon said: "It seeµ1S to f · people that_weare fnends-:-notjust 

avid Brinkley" on ABC-Tv _ .. at a ~re of locations across the · Nazi policies .and therefore shares lapses, so should the President .be · me in listening io the"President's ·: allies.".{ ";:: .· ~. -~ · t 
.ultz called it "a stunning day': -~ :United' Sta!~.sfocused on the Bit- . in the moral responsibility for the judged." . speech that he had a y.efy upbeat- ·," ·<He predicted that once the con-

1r __ ~agan and rejected sugges- ·: burgvisit. '·." •·, ·. ":. ·, , ~e~truction they broug,ht," Meed · Kenneth J. Bialkin, ch~rm~ of ';- .and positive ~~t~ment;j: . ip:~ 7; ~.'.Jroyer~y, ove~ the _· ~p subsides 1 
:ons that .the presidential visit to AtArlingtonNationalCemetery, • srud. . • . . the Conference of Presidents of ther reconciliation ~ ;ween _.~ the _;:z;· ,;most. Am~r1c~ns_ ~111 s.upport

1
1 

, .. ll(~emetery gave the impression Benj~ Meed, president of ~~ . . In New :Vork, a crowd that Major American Jewish Organiza- _ ... United StatesandGen.nany.';;;,_';:'':1.', /~,hint.",. l ,t:·.,, ; ';' ,·:;~ ~-r. ¥,~ . 
\bat the atrocities of Adolf Hitler's American Gathering of Jewish Mayor Edward I. Koch estimated tions, said: "Obviously we have . 'That· clearly was the view Ad- t,. :};Still Nazi-hunter Simon Wiesen- . 

1$8 elite force should be forgotten in Holocaust Survivors, was greeted . that about 250,000 joined in a march · differences over Bitbtirg and obvi- ministration officiala · hoped._~ould ~=~thal ir\Sisted that Reagan's appear- f 
" \VOrofforgiv~ness. · · ~th sustainedap~l,use at_cere~o- -.. and _ rally to show solidarity wi_!.h ·ously a g~d deal of pain has been emerge from theday"sevents. _ · ;~ .'ance at the ,concentr~tion. camp aid ; 

,"I. .don't think there· was any rues commemorating the liberation 'Soviet Jews, but said that Reagan's caused by 1t . .. : But having done "l was proud of J.nY President . : not offsei i.h~ negative unpact .of ; 
e_ment in it of forgetting,'' Shultz . of.th.~, Nazi death camps whet?- .he Bit.burg vis~t was also a focal point. ·, that, he (Reagan! is the s9:111e man today,'' Assistant .' Secret8:1'Y- - o( __ the c~met!ivi~it. "!".lo, absolut-ely ~- · 
d. "We don't want to forget. We srud: There can be no reconc1lia- _ "B1tburg will never be forgotten,'' · he was before. I,..ike anything el~e. -State Richard R. Burt, who is slated' :,JiQt,"'';-he · m response to a 

·ant to learn!' · · tion between murderers and their Koch told the crowd. "It is a stain you go and build on areas of to be nominated as the 1iew 'U.S. , ·;;,;quest ion bi;i the . CBS program,. 
, .. Marsh~ Breger, who is ~ea- . victims. ,"!le ~ust not betray O\U' on ' ~e history and record of the commol\interest." ambassadorto.'YestGe~{.3said ~ - acethe ~ ·911." •. . . · 
_:an's special assistant for liruson martyrs. •. . · · President.'' _ Hyman Bookbinder, Washington on "Meet.the Press.'1.- ?;~,V, ,;-!~; ,l<~You ~ t neutralize it by 
J!~ Jewish groups, siµd t~at "the Flan~ed by th~ _banners of the · ··Nathan Perlmutte~, national~- representative of ~e Ameri~an "It was an enormously ·•diffic~t \ .. going to <a:fr.coricentration c~P; 
~ple I have spoken with ex- U.S. military div1S1ons that freeq . rector of the Ant1-Defamat1on Jewish Committee, said that "gomg task. This was a very controvel'S1al ~ ~hen ~you ~e on the same day~ 
:~ their . gratitu~e !or the many of the concentration camp League ofB'nai B'rith_, also criti- to Bitburg wa~ a mistake" but that day: 'He _ ~ad r:-~ d!~ :);f)-~ -~ i.'.:tt€~~~~~~~~ rery ,wi_~ SS." r~ 



1" '\1fM.S 
'14 Part I/Tuesday, May 7,191 

,\ c.: j' \ ~I ' .. ,_. , \ ~J .. t,; ,1', ,., , • • l -•• 

....... ' ' ' "' 
( ·,. , .·. ·._•,:,' :': , '·'r ··. rr,;::·-:.:-:--1. , 

-~, .. O: :~~ 9rg1vt9g:::t· 
. itburg .Y.isit, · 
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l . JERUSALEM:..ileraell leaders 
'. 'pe11ed w~klong ceremonies Mon- · 

,commemorating the defeat. of 
. , az{ G.ei,nmy, w'jth their stronges; 

: ·. tl~lsm yet of President.Reagan's . 
1· ' ~ · ~lVt411•.:.W ~~ •. G~mtjah,. ,in!U~Y .: 

, : ::· •~m·· "fJfYhtJto~~ fuistak~ , ~t ~r~sl: 
, ,!· : ~nt' Reagan w!IB In equating mur-
:· :_ ', .- .'!. l!rers with thetr victims,'.' Defense 
. · . hlster Yltzhak Rabin said while · 
; .i edicattrig a monument to World · 
' , ar·II Jewish partisans and under-
. ' und fighters. "For this he will 

-~ot be forgiven either by enlight
·ened 'hlll!lanity or by the Jewish 

I . I 'pie".• ', ' . ' . •t ~e· Minister · Shimon Peres 
. . •~d It was because Reagan is · a 

· I true friend" of 'Jews and Israel 
\hat "we feel deep pain at the 

. grievous error of his visit to Bit;. 
burg" on Sunday. 

i ' 

. -: f 'Sadde1t Daya' 
;.i "We are not proposing to 'answer 
hatred with hatred," Peres told a 
special session of the Israeli Parlia-

.• · · ·ment "But even death cannot 
q'bscure the difference between 
i,tose who were buried as murder
ers and those who were buried as 
murder victims. . 
. ! "Gravestones haven't the power 
tb obliterate the abyss that yawns 
between those who lead (others) to 
murder.and those who were led." 
· I Speaking to reporters by tele
phone from his Jerusalem home, 
f prmer Prime Minister Menachem · 
Begin said the Reagan visit marked 
"one of the saddest days in . the 
history of the Je~h people." 

i The Peres-led ,Israeli govern
ment found Itself In an awkward 
position as the controversy over 
Reagan's Bitburg stop flared In the 
United States and elsewhere. 
· l Under other circumstances, ·the 
Jewish state might-have been ex
pected to lead th!! outcry against 
the visit. But Israel relies heavily 
on American mHltary and economic 
11td and, as well, feels It has 11 
particularly sympathetic ally in . 
. Reagan. So, Israeli leaders mute!! . · 
. their criticism of t,he White House. '. ·. 
l T In turn; they were criticized by. 
,many here on b,oth the political · 
:·right and left for their unus~ly , 
mild reaction. · 

I ,, 

: · > : · ~~l:~ta•h• to o~i tt1ea• ; .;,., ;°) : ·:, 
·

1 
f . 1i f ''.They-(the curr,ent leaders) un~ 

. '., · ·· • fortunately · don't-; know how. to • 
' ~ '. '· '.itand up to the gentiles,'' former , 
•· ' Defeilse Minister: Ariel Sharon of 

, tbe Peres-led Labor alignment tpld 
_ a,itrade union rally. Su~day night. · . 

• · 1 Yosst Sartd, a leftist opposition . 
njem~r oi Parliament, said at a . 
rally .here to protest Reagan's Bit-

' btlrg visit that the'.government was . 
"cvercome by silence" about the ' 
~an trip becalJSe of $1.5 billion 
irl emergency aid that Israel hopes 
to rec,elve from ~~. United States · 
soon. ,• , 
· f Israeli President Chaim Herzog 
formally opened the commemora
tion of Nazi Germany's defe11t 
Monday night with a festive cere
mony at the Western ( or Walling) 
Wall, Judaism's most revered site. 

, 
I 
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The Bitburg Address . ,_ w,i~s _csl11Je< 
', . 

President Reagan's moving oration at Bit- sive reg~rd for public rel~tions. The hasty 
burg was a moral triumph. As all great pres- addition of a side trip to Bergen-Belsen, as if 
idential speeches- John F. Kennedy's at the a death camp could be made to seem sym
Berlin Wall, for instance, or Abraham Lin- metrical with a Nazi burial ground, only com
coin's at Gettysburg - it was tested before- · pounded the horror · of an advance man's 
hand by raging moral fires. His critics ; · snafu. rhat President Reagan resisted the 
thought President Kennedy's appearance at ·:<, quick advice of his close comrades testifies 
the Wall would symbolize the American lead- :i to his salutary clearsightedness and that 
er's condoning the evil system that built it. grace under pressure celebrated by Pres-
President Lincoln was besieged by pro- . . ident Kennedy. . . . .. · 
Union pressures for Confederate blood. ·· .:.- If only the president would admit his mis-

Neither Berlin nor Gettysburg were any- ·· fake, went · conventional wisdom this past 
thing resembling what the cdtics, with that fortnight, · he would have demonstrated a 
unbecoming certainty that infects the mere . largeness of spirit, a capacity for correction, 
moralistic, anticipated. Popular moralizers, to be praised by decent opinion everywhere. 
even those whose personal history confer Of course, his enemies would have made cer
towering authority, are often confounded by tain the "insensitivity" charge stuck, as why 
morality of a more profound order. Likewise else did he allow the controversy to swell as 
did Ronald Reagan, at Bitburg, confound long as he did? Now that Ronald Reagan has 
those who went into censorious fits when his spoken some of the most sensitive words 
plan to visit the military cemetery · was from the heart of a 20th-century American 
announced. These people were caught in an president, how long will it take for his pre
excessive regard for symbolism, for public · Bitburg critics to show the same largeness 
relations. The larger symbolism enveloping of spirit they demanded of him? 
Bitburg Sunday - an eternal declaration of "While much of. the world still huddles in 
war against all holocausts that might be vis- the darkness of oppression, we can see a new 
ited on this planet - escaped their dim dawn of freedom sweeping the globe." Amen, 
apprehension. Mr. President. And in the twilight. of human 

To be sure, we were among those who history, when totalitarianism has indeed been 
urged the president to drop the cemetery cast into the ash bin by vigilant def enders of 
from his itinerary. The scheduled stop itself freedom, your Bitburg Address will resound 
seemed the misbegotten product of an exces- among the most galvanizing of clarions. 

,, 
'· 
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;, '. By -Jeremiah d 'Leary 
; · THE WASHINGTON TIMES FORE IGN SERVICE . 

:1.1:· .' BITBURG, West Germany- Wra9kcd 
•/i'.•With emotion and close to tears, Pi'es
~). ident Reagan yesterday · mourned ! the 
t;.~ 50,000 Jews who died in the N'azi con~en
. · : tration camp at Bergen-Belsen and I the 

1:J. German war dead.at Bitburg's cemetery 
. t ,as human beings.who were crushed by a 
'i',v!c,ious ic;l~logy. . 
id ,: SJ?eaking lJ.!lder a c~ld, gray German 
it:sky, -the ,p!es1dent dehvered what tnay 
"\thave been th'¢ two greatest speeches of 
i"1i,:hii; lifet~me in the stark ,surroundi!1gs of 
~r}. the Nazi death camp and later at B1tbUrg 
~f' 'Air Base after a to-minute visit to the 
;·,- Kolmeshohe Cemetery. · . 
,,,,7;•· .• i "'h · . d h 

;·,1: 1 e two ,v1s1ts, centere on t e most 
1 bitter controversy of his political career, 
·-~ were a testament to his commitment that, 

after 40 years of peace, one great war will 
. not plant the seeds of the next 

· see REAGAN, page 7A 

,.~j ,.,,~~:-.;.1f _.,,t;· ' ·J " · · Photo by James Fiedler Jr./The Washington Times 

f{Elmer .G~rin places a carnation in a wreath_ at a memorial service at Arlington National Cemetery yesterday. The service, attended · 
\i\~Y:hio~e-lhan.300 ~orld War II veterans and ~olo~~ust survi~ors, was organized as a mo·re "appropriate" way to mark Europe's 
~l,j~la~--~~n. P~es1dent Reagan's controversial v1s1t to the B1tburg cemetery. Story on page 5B. · · . 
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, · · . . · • - . · · , . ,··"I promise you, we will never 
: From page l~ •\ / -1 . ..' . forget:• he said. "I have just come 
: "1\venty.-two years· ago, President , this morning . from Bergen-Belsen 
·John F. Kennedy went to the Berlin · where the horror of that terrible 
: Wall and proclaimed that he, too, was crime, the Holocaust, was forever :a Berliner:• Mr. Reagan said. "Today, .. burned in my memory. No, we will 
:freedom-loving people around the never forget, and we say with the 
•world must say, I am a Berliner. I am victims of that Holocaust: 'Never 
a Jew in a world still threatened by• again: " , · 
anti-Semitism, I am an Afghan, anq Returning to the controversy that 
, I am a prisoner of the Gulag, I am a has raged for a month, President 
refugee in a crowded boat founder· · Reagan said the crimes of the SS 
.ing off the coast of Vietnam, I am a must rank among the most heinous 
Laotian, a Cambodian, a Cuban, and in human history. 
·a Miskito Indian in Nicaragua. I too "But others buried there were 
·am a potential victim of totalitarian- simply soldiers in the German 
'. ism.'.'. . . Army:• the president said .• "How 

In the graveyard where 49 Waffen • many were fanatical followers of a 
SS soldiers lie beside 2,000 ordinary dictator and willfully carried out his 
German dead of both world wars, cruel orders? And how many ~re 
·Mr. Reagan announced that his visit conscripts, forced into service dur-
there had reopened some old ing the death throes of the Nazi war 

'.wounds and many emotions in the machine? We do not know." 
·American and German people. President Reagan said there were 
: "This I regret very much because thousands of soldiers to whom 
'.this should be a time of healing:• he Nazism meant no more than a brutal 
'.declared. "Our gesture of reconcili-. end to a short life and added, "We do 
•ation with the German people in no not believe in collective guilt." 
:way minimizes our love and honor He spoke of a German soldier of 
:ror those who fought and died for our 15 lying in Bitburg cemetery and 
;country." said perhaps if that boy had lived he 
. But his special message was to the would have joined his countrymen in 
;Jewish .victims and suryjv.ors of the _ . building the new democratic Fed-
; Holocaust. He said many are •wor- eral Republic of Germany. 

: "People were brought 
here for·no other. 
purpose but to suffer 
and die." 

Catholics and Protestants. ., ,· 
"For year after year, until that 

man and his evil were destroyed, hell 
yawned forth its awful contents. Peo
ple were brought here for no other 
purpose _but to suffer and die. 'lb go 
unfed when hungry, uncared for 

. when sick, tortured when the whim 
But Mr. Reagan rose to dramatic struck, and left to have misery con-· 

heights earlier at Bergen-Belsen sume them when all there was 
where he said, "Above all, ~e are . around them was misery. Here death 
struck by the horror of it all - the ruled." ' · 
monstrous, incomprehensible hor.- He said he had come to the camp 

· ror. We can never understand as the to confirm that the horror cannot 
victims did. Nor with all our com- outlast the hope. The president 
passion, can we feel what the survi- spoke of the free Germany repre-
vors feel to this day and will feel as sented by Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
long as they live." and how far it has come from the 

Mr. Reagan did not mention any time when the victims wondered if 
Nazi by name, not even Adolf Hitler anything could survive. 
or Josef Kramer, the Bergen-Belsen "Surely we can understand that, 

· camp commandant. __ But he used ""' when we · see what is around us:• 
almost apocalyptic language about · President Reagan said. "All these 
the German Fuehrer who caused the children of God, under bleak and 
deaths of millions in his Third Reich. lifeless mounds, . the plainness of 

"The awful evil started by one which does not even hint at the 
man was uniquely destructive to the unspeakable acts that created them. 
millions forced into the grim abyss Here they lie. Never to hope. Never 
of these camps," he said► his face to pray. Never to love. Never to heal. 
wreathed in pain: "Here lie people', . Never to laugh. Never to cry." 
Jews, whose death was inflicted for. And he spoke of 15-year-old Anne 
no reason other than their very exis- Frank who died at Bergen-Belsen 
tence. Their pain was borne only and is buried somewhere among the 
because of who they were and. mass graves after hiding for two 
because of the God in their prayers. year s keeping her diary in an 

· Alongside them lie many Christians, , Amsterdam attic. 
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. President Reagan and West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl are flanked by 
Gens. Matthew B. Ridgway and Johannes Steinhoff at Bitbur'g yesterday . . · " 
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Allies privately.support U.S. stance:: on 'star wars' ' 
By Jeremiah O'Leary 
niE Wo\SHINGTON TIMES FOREIGN SERVICE 

pointed out that the United States did. 
not seek endorsement for either the 
SDI research effort or the trade 

BONN, West Germany - Pres- · embargo imposed on Nicaragua . 
ident Reagan succeeded in lining up French. President Francois Mit-· 
all the leaders of the industrial terrand announced at the close of 
democracies behind his strategy for the - 11th annual economic summit 

· nuclear-arms talks with the Soviet conference .:.., involving the U.S., 
Union. The official communique Canada, Japan, -Britain, France, 
that emerged from the talks, how- West ·Germany arid Italy ....:... that he 
ever, made no statement of support had told the American president 
for his "star wars" space-defense France would reject his invitation to 
research plan. join in research on the Strategic 

The communique also ~failed" ~ Defense-Initiative~ -=~---'!::-..,~-.,;._.-• 
bacl~ his economic sanctions against · At the last minute, Mr. Reagan did 
Nicaragua. , . · i succeed in gaining a personal 

However, the president's aides endorsement- of the program from 
said all the chiefs of state, in their West German Chancellor Helmut 
wide-ranging discussions of world : Kohl at the closing ceremony. . . 
affairs, said they wanted the United ,;,, Presid~nt Reagan said as the sum
States to continue with the develop-:, mit came to an end;''We reaffirmed 
ment of SDI, a non-nuclear space. our determination to remain vigilant. 
defense system against offensive' while working fot progress in the , .
missiles that is still on the drawing Geneva arms talks with the Soviets:· · 
boards. . . , .. . The Soviet Union continues to be the :. 

President Reagan's senior aides· major source of aggression in the ,-. 
. - ,._ .f --;'_t _,•;~~~~- _,. ~ "'-<.~ JI,·'•-~.... -.-~l 11-:"9..!-'_,r •· •:.J 

. ~, 1 · t'..fh-;,,i:j'r~.1r- .1:. •;,.•,~:,..;..-.. :./,.r -~r~:i:r·; '- _t'i. •,-· 

--

world, promoting violence and 
repression across the globe from 
Afghanistan to Cambodia 
to Nicaragua. 

"The West will receive no gifts 
from· the Soviets. Allied unity and 
resolve is the only message we can .. 
expect them to respect and respond 
to in a constructive way." 

U.S. officials, seeking to put the 
best possible face on the mixed 
results, stressed -the agreement on 
arms control. 

'Ireasury Secretary James A. 
Baker III said Chancellor Kohl 
"underlined that we should proceed · 
with our research and when the time 
comes to deploy we would go to the 
consultatory process."· 

Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz noted that President Reagan 
had invited other nations to take part 
in SDI research. He made the par-. 
allel that other nations benefited 
fro_m U.S. space and miniaturization 
research. He said much of the SDI 

.::. :,'. ; :--

development would be handled by 
relatively small companies and they 
would .need to learn new technol
ogies as they develop. 
· Mr. Shultz said, "We had a general 
discussion [at the foreign ministers' 
level] of Central America and peo
ple's policy and attitudes. There 
were many things that we all agree 
on such as the importance of democ
racy and the rule of law in economic 
development in Central America 
and support for the Contadora pro
cess. 

"By and large, I would say the 
Europeans as a matter of principle 
don't believe in economic sanctions. 
So they are critical of or don't go 
along with us on that. They don't 
think [sanctions] are effective or a 
good idea." 

During the summit discussions, 
President Reagan told the allies that 
Soviet negotiators in Geneva were 
holding hostage any progress -on 
reduction of offensive nuclear mis-

· siles to American concessions on the 
SDI program. The chiefs of state of 
the seven democracies issued a 
statement of solidarity on what 
America is trying to do at. Geneva.' -

Mr. Shultz said this reaffirmed 
unity and support for the U.S. posi
tion at Geneva. "The sense of unity 
on these strategic matters is quite 
pervasive, not only in the general 
meeting, but also in the bilateral 
meetings. Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone of Japan was eloquent on 
the subject?' · 

Mr. Shultz said he continued to 
believe it useful to maintain the U.S: 
diplomatic mission in Managua. He 
said he did not wish to comment on 
the specific question of whether the 
embargo against Nicaragua would 
apply to all ships that touch at Nica- · 
raguan ports. The embargo against 
CubaJillposed Jhis prohibition. But 
he suggested that the embargo -
relates to direct trade between the 
U.S. and Nicaragua only. · · g ... t~· . ' . ;•• ' ' • • 1• ·?'¼ ;.,I , , I • • _,. '\,, .• 

., .,. ,tl:fr , "" OfJ ' ,.• - • 

President Reagan said he told the 
allied leaders SDI research would 
not produce results overnight and -~ 
was no ~ub~titute for allied stra_tegic .. _ q 
moderruzat10n. ,·;.;,,,. 

President Mitterrand was the ! '';?' 
first major U.S. ally to explicitly J{fc 
reject a role in Mr. Reagan's space · 1,1.J':.r,• 
defense research. . _; · : \,· '~ 

"I told President Reagan that : · :.\...:.f. 
France would not ~e participating;.: ·, t't 
Mr. Mitterrand sa1d after the sum-- ·· . 
mit adjourned, · · : , !.:!. 

The French president is unhappy , ~~i 
with the subordinate role he believes :r ~'-~ 
U.S. allies would play in the space- . !W-. 
Wt:apons research project, officials .: °'..~· l:} 
said. . . ~- .. , ,.,.._, 

Administration officials here • rs 
have described SDI as a project thaf ,: tti 
would be funded by the United , 'f""' 
States, with foreign firms participa( · f¥/ij 
ing on a subcontractor basis. ,,. 1 ~'115 

Mr. Mitierran~ said Europe_ -f~ · 
should embark on its ()wn.. space and_; .,,,, ~,-.. 
technolgoy program. ._:"··. ''. .. , ,~ ''· 

., : • ,_, I - ~i1• , 
~':;,. - - ~ . •. -~ ... ,~ ~- .~ ~~,~-

e'sident stresses;r 
~~~t:~i-.>:·--. -~-· ..... -~:~ j.: ... ,~t~.a..~tfii'~~ .. :~ ~ _:-~~t~- iii::.;.. ~--· 



(i~' . : · • .!J,)~":i ', .•, 1 : / / Aallodated Prell 

~ R~andbla wife.~, belng,reetedyesterdayln Madrldb:, Kini Juan Carloe ~ Queen Soffa. 
I • - ' 

OUTRAGED ISRAELIS 
· DENOUNCE REAGANi 

.,;. 

'He Will Not Be Forgiven' for: 
Bitburg Visit, Rabin Vows 

By TIIOMAS L ; FRIEDMAN 
Special to :n,i Heir Yori: TI111t1 

JERUSALEM, May 6- Israeli ledd- · 
ers aC1'08S the political spectrum ex-

1 pressed anger and bitterness today 
over President Reagan's visit to the 
German military cemetery at Bitburg. 

'Ibe officials used language rarely 
heard here In reference to an American 
President. 
',. ·,.'Ibere is no recondllation with Na
zism, the Nazis and everything associ
ated with them," said Pefense Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. "'Ibe historic mistake 
of President Reagan was in equating 
murderers with their victims. For this, 
he will not be forgiven either by en
lightened humanity or by the iewtsh 
people." • . 

'To Forget NotblJI&' ' 
Mr. Rabin's comments came at a 

cerem!)lly this morning at the Yad Va
shem Holocaust Memorial In Jerusa
lem dedicating a monument to the sol
diers, partisans and underground fight
ers who died In battle against the 
Nazis. · 

"Today," Mr. Rabin said in a speech, 
"the day after Bitburg, here at this 
place of Yad Vashem In Jerusalem, let 
it be said that we, the .members of the 
Jewish people,.have taken an oath: 'To 
remember, and to forget nothing.' We 
have sworn that ney~ apin will there 

,be a Holocaust." '., ' ' : .: ... · 
· 'Ibis afternobn, -Parliament · held a 

sJJeC¥11 session. to -commemorate ~ 
40th anniversary of -~ vt®11 im.r 
Nazi Germany, and all the ~ 
sharply criticized Mr. R~~-trip'to 
the cemetery; Mr. Reagan's critip! in,. 
eluded Prime Minister Shimon Pe"'-'; 

C9fttlnued on Pqe Al., ColumnJ• 
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, fa~~~m: 
who had) >~~l}'. ~~~ -~ oo-~ _'l.'f 
matter~~.:r.~?.:/[-~£.f'. ~:.'~~;_·.·._-~~~:~~:s7;-~ ... ~i . 

"We are not proposing to answer ha.- ' . 
tred .,vi~ . hatte,d,'; ¥1°· ~ ~te>ld _the -~ 
special · \ parliamentary · ,. ga~enng. ,As. 
which included . members of the- dlplo. · 
matic corps ·and .Hol~ "si,irvivois '..~t 
from around the world. :,,,,',{rt}··:' ·· _.-· , ·• 

•~But even death cannot obscure the 
difference : between . those ·.· who'' were .. 
buried as .murderers and those. who 
were burled as murdervictimS •. Grave
stones have not the power to obliterate 
the abyss $it yawns . between those . 
who led to others' murders and those Shl 
who were led." _ . ~-:-: ·:'""· ',: : ··-: . • .. 

"I bell~ that President Reagan is a 
true friend of the Jewish people and the 
state of Israel," Mr. Peres continued.· 
"It is precisely for this reason that we 
feel deep pain at the terrible ·error of 
bis visit to Bitburg. There can be recon-. . 'Jt •· 
cillation between peoples; There is no · '.?... ,~ 
reconciliation -between times. There is ,;~~.; 
DO reconciliation regarding the past. Mt~~" 

· ~~ ~ -l~timati~ for what.; }'.,'.: 
A Firm tiut Restrained Reaction :1UJr. 

1,1p un~. the moment before MJ:· Rea- J> : ' ::· •. , 
gan s .. VJS1t . ~ the German . rililltary ,-.,.,, .. ,. 
cemetery at · Bitburg on Sunday, the- saict"·· · 
reaction-of Israeli leaders-to the. pro; ·a ···~---.-, 
posed wreath-laying cerem~y . bad g@V;_. 
been firm but relatively ~ed. Of- dim:?-" ; 
ficials iJidlcated that this was in part was.- -u_. 
becaµse they had hoped that Mr. Rea- the:,-~·:· 
gan would change his mind without truti! " 
their having to speak out against him. • · --{:J-· · :inot,sufftcl 

-It was also because there is great re- ~ ~arctii' ·~au?" 
luctance here to criticize Mr .. Reagan, as. · 1addittof!'i:ia , .. ,. 
whc> is considered a great friend of ls- bl AA.,, ,·,,aod;jl _ .. ,, '· ces.'~-,:.:,.:-

~ d::::r ~tta:,::ex: · --~ &~Jifiliihlr:~Wt~i~:1\;.-;;:,;':{~k{ 
principle the Israeli ·request for.$1.5 bil~ 
lion in emergency economic aid. · 

A leftist- meinber of Parliament, 
Yossi Sarid, told a protest rally in front 
of the United States Embassy in Tel 
Aviv on Sundafthatthe Israeli Govern
ment had been "overcome by silence" 
because of the $1.5 billi011. 

Whatever the reasons for the previ
ous restraint, now that the. President 
has gone aliead with the visit to the Bit
burg cemetery, the comments by Is
raeli leaders reveal a nation deeply 
upset about the long-term implications 
of Mr. Reagan's trip to the cemetery. 

A Sad Day, Begin Says 
The former · Prime Minister, Mena

chem Begin, told t}!e Reuters news 
agency in a brief telepJione interview 
that Mr. Reagan's trip to the Bitburg 
cemetery was "one of the saddest days 
in the liistory of the Jewish people." 

Industry Minister Ariel Sharon told 
the Israeli radio- in a critique of Mr. 
Peres's handling of the Israeli reaction 
to the Bitburg affair - that the Labor 



-~FORE~GN ~~Al~_' I ,fl~~a Lewi~ > .r_,-i' J--:·,::,~~,,!ff~_ lz:~~-p ~~d -~ '·;:~ -, I 

,. '._ ; .-_-_,.:_ ·.<. ~-).· ~ ... A·. :·n·,~· o':.::t:h·.···e .. " .... r .. -·4·; ·:o~~try· :· ·e'.tfa:!~~rr1·s· -f'(/iis, -. -! 
. ' '• . ·.• . . , • - • ""~--.:.\ .. . ~,::.· :: ••v~· ',I'. ,_.'~(~~-• .· . :•• . -~·' ~- f. 
· / BITBURG, West Genuny . :;'?- world. It lives 1n freedom. But it is a · , P~~~=~c!: Th~ 1~s-ori~\✓,;;<' _;~,i;

1:.;::=-.~~u:e~:=:: 
centration camp and then to the . ~- and beflowered city streets and the ; 

German military cemetery here was 1·s. that · · named and nameless graves, because '. 
to symboll7.e what bas changed 40 . · · · of a present that keeps part of the ; 

k=.aft~ th~_defeat of the 1bird . war is hell ~-r.~,:.{-t;; ·:~~°:1J;:.~·:~ ~ 
There was a series of amazing)y ~ · ,;•• . ·i future : . ·'t,:,.." · ·· : :--- "\:·· ; ' ·· · · 

clumsymistakesanduglyundertones _ < ;~,;./ No ~ -~d ha:ve· for~seen the ; 
inarrangingalltbis.Butitbasserved , ' · . . . :,1 ' V-' '~-'-,,well-being: and frlendsbips DOW en- . 
to highlight both how far the world name of AdoU Hitler, or tlie word ' joyed. 'l'bef; too, '1"e the result of · 

. bas moved and how much remains es- · genocide. ., '. . . ✓.:~ · t:' many ·· individiJal ·:. responsibilities. , 
· sentially the same. . · · , But it was not one man who killed · They were not-~table. Neither is 

1 
lnl962,onthe~ionofPresident so many millloos. Tbat-myth should. the futµre. ~-.... :--,: , . . . . 

Charles de Gaulle's dramatic trip of not be allowed to lfO!·_!t~not even .. , Mr. Reagan spoke a good _deal 
Frenc:h-German rec.:onclliation, the quite tnle, as Mr. RClllpll saicl, that ' ·about the ''totalitarian darkiless" ' 
Social Democratic PQlltician Carlo "we can mourn the German war dead · that remains in the world. While he f 
Schmidt, who bad been an anti-Nazi today as human beJngs, cnJSbed by a · ' did not mention the Sqviet Union., that 

~::=~::nd~~= :!:fy.i":~l~.!•.--~ - ~ ~e.8 .~ . _t9ec1;-r1~~!7-~i":,B~ .~ be ! 
longer- dirty. After ·everything that . What m~ be true, for ill, is Mr. 1 \There have _been IOID.e 140 armed ·i 
has happened, we could riot after all · Reagan's concluding pledge at Ber- . • conflicts since V(orld War U, but the 1, 
grant ourselves absolution." . gen-Belsen: "Never~•- ·' ·p,ace bu been kept ·in Europe, so } 

Twenty-three years later, Chancel,. . · · . / · . long'tbe tinderbox of conflagration • . 
lor Helmut Kohl, who was 15 when the 1be 40 years have ~eel 0: Not all wars are caw,ed by ideology. ~ 
war ended, showed that the German world in -mapy ways, ~~y ~ . · 1be human yearning for tranquility ~ 
craving remains. But no one can many. It is ~ now to revlsuallze . : can still be outmatched by human , 
grant absolution, including President' the~ rubble fields of the citi•, . . greed, human stupidity, vengeful ·. 
Reagan. , even though_ I saw~ myself SOOD_. human teen 'and the appetite for :. 

Alois Mertes, the Bundestag deputy after the war; 1n the wliole city_of ~ power. ·. . . · _ . _ ~ 
from Bitburg, told Mr. Reagan: "We logne, near Bonn, 300.bouses were left - It is not~ to proclaim the best ·; 
Germans have provided maoldod uodaroaged. ID DUsseldorf, 98 per- intentions and to denounce the adver- ' 
with great and splendid accomplish- centoftbebomeswer.enninbabltable • . sary. Peace must be won by mutual · 
ments, but we have also committed · · Rauged Berlin was left with 170 effort, soller judgment, the prudence 
terrible acts. However, it is not in . women for every _100 men. · of the wtae. It certaiDly doesn't help · 
keeping with Jewish and Christian ·· It didn't require a c;onsclous "111 for :. to compare the dismal, repressive ·. 

· ethics to apportion blame collective- 'recottciliation or fOQliveness to offer Communist regimes of today to Nazi ·· 
ly. It. is always the individual who food to the old women who fainted Germany. 'lbat sounds too much like · 
bears respoQSibility." That should be from hunger on the street. It didn't another erusade. , ' 

. accepted·. . . . . matter what ideology they believed. If there is to. be a Celebration of 80 
And it is why President Reagan Our own human Instincts mattered, .years of .peace one day, and there ' 

was wrong to speak repeatedly of and still do. .,... must ~ or there_ will be nothing, it is 
"one man's totalitarian dictator~ Now, this is a prospetOUS country, the respclQ8lblllty of leaders on both 
ship," "the awful~ started by one capable of generosity to thole who . sides 118W. ?lie Iesaon is the simple 
~-•~ _He ~,:- 'pronounced ~ are ~ in other _parts of the __ oldonetllatwarishell. D 
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It'.s over, but the. Bitburg blunder, too, should · · The theory is dangerous precisely because it ;, 
not be.forgotten. President Reagan's ·regret at hav- :'- rests on a foundation of truth. When practiced re- ' 
ing promised such a cemetery tribute was palpable. ,';,, Ientlessly, it can enshrine the most foolish ~mrilit
He walked through it-with dignity but little :revei;-- :,'ments. And if pursued to ab~ilrd lengths, as_ in Bit
ence. He gave the·cameras no emotional angles. All -~~burg, it mak~ strategic. _duty th~ ene~y· pf dem.o
day long, he talked and talked of Hell and Nazi evil,- .. cratic _values·. Tr.ue strength i:,esid~s ~~urely ~ t 
to submerge_ the event. ,· - , · . .1 • ,tf tween obduracy-and cc;,~plaj~-~~~- Stxong_J~~~~ 

No IO-minute gesture requiijilg all that expla-_ .. ,-avoid both extremes. _:,., ?--:' .-.,.;-n ·.-,'.lts .. .,., , __ ;,; .J ~-- . f,,: 

nation could retain much: symbolic value. Not even . · Still, one could almost hEr3-r President Reagan's 
Mr. Reagan's eloquent words before the mass · · 1e.sser _ratio!).alization~· as ~he iet ·chancellor Kohl i 
graves of Bergen-Belsen could erase the fad that , , ·drag him through this •.•,ct of ·~pnciliation:'' Jiad 
his visit there was an afterthought, to atone for the · not the Chancellor stared down even stronger pro
inadvertent salute to those SS graves: ·. · tests to plant Pershing missiles on his soil? Will not 

"Star Wars"_get.a ~t" fronihis gratitude for this 
• ,I • • • political favor? ·: .,. I _:. • ~ ~· - , ... r"j -. . ·,-- · . . ( .... ~... ~ 

What now peeds remembering is how quickly · ·Yesterday's final travesty was the pretense { 
even a ceremonial error can develop a political, in- that German-Atneri~ ·reconciliation still required 
deed geopolitical life · of its own, persuading the affirmation:...:.. four decades after the Marshall Plan i ' 

' . most powerful leaders that they are helpless hos-_ and the Berlin AiriifC'this ailiance will survive the !. 
tages m history; . ' folly of Bitburg, ·just as # wolitd ha vii sµrvived ~e . 

For all his pain at hav1ng to offend so manY, · .. cancellation of Bitburg; because it,: is ~<>\lf; deeply 
Americans, Mr. Reagan put it starkly: to abandon \ rooted, in the democtatic politics and prosperity of 
his promise to walk with Chancellor Kohl through . · ,_all its peoples. _-_ , .. ' , · · 
the Bitburg cemetery would have looked as if he had ., · 1 ~ ...... , . ,t: _.1 _ . ,. , . 

"caved in" under P.ressure. And as Richard Nixon .'"-... : So too are the economic dysfunctions that wor
, and Henry Kissinger were summoned t~ ,estify ,.. '::• ried all seven leaders of the industrial democracies 

breaking even a small promise to an ally in the nu~· ·. at the Bonn meetings preceding Bitburg. No mere 
clear age would be a grievous sin. . . .;. -words and gestures of fellowship at the summit 

This diplomacy of appearances ~ists that · • · ~uld move France's_ . President Mitterraqd to 
every Presid,entfal act has strategic significance: : schedule a conference on t_rade barriers, which , 
Since peace depends on nuclear weapons_ that can ·_- might threaten the protections_ of h~s farm,ers. And ·'. 
never be used, a President's willil'lgness to use them · i no ·me;re liP service to ~terdepende. nee could .over- ( 
rests entirely on threats and promises'- on words; ,: come the leaders' political fears of tampering with . 1. therefore, a President's words carry cosmic weight, · . the world's . monetary system. . . , ·, ·. ,: · . ·· ,( 
his international promises must be impervious to . It was a troubled summit in ·an ·respects. But 1 
pressure; indeed, the rougher the going, the more · :_ what a blessing to find democracY, at the.roofof the r 
persevering a President must appear. .. troubles. · · · _·· ' ... · _. · • ·:0
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.J!itburg v;~it.~~~~~ 

. as 'Denial oFtheP(ISt', 
. · . ~: ~~:t,~,>~ ;/ .~:;ii i1:::.t 

By W:U-IµM ~ .G~E!l,. ·/ ~\ 
Tens of thousands of people marched 

down Fifth Avenue and· gathered near 
the United Nations yesterday in a 
demonstration of _support · for Soviet 
Jewry that participants said was col..
ored by anguish over ~ident Rea
gan's visit to .a military cemetery 'in 
Bitburg West Germany. ·.f;-t·'•> •· · 
i , •. • •f.J t . . . 
1 • "Why not admit it, ~Y ...-~~ ' are 
wounded," said Elie Wi~}, !-4~ 
ing the rally· in . Dag Hammarskjold 
Plaza at 47th Street and Firirt Aventle. 
Mr. Wiesel .is.~ of"the_ United 
States Holocaust Memorial-Council'. 

"Is there a connection between Bit
burg and this rally?". he asked. '"Yes, 
there is .. What was attempted at Bit
burg-a denial of the past, a disregard 
of Jewish agony . ..:.. the same _but on a 
larger scale has been attempted in 
Russia." '". · · • . . · -~ .. 

. ; 

Placards and Chants 

-The organizers of the demonstration; 
the 14th annual Solidarity Sunday for 
Soviet Jewry, said it w~ the' largest I 
held so far in New York to protest the 
Soviet Union's treatment of Jews. 1be 
police estimated "that 240,000 people ei- i 
ther .marched, lined the route down .· 
Fifth Avenue from 70th to 47th Street 9.r 

1

, 

gathered at the plaza. · · . · · · 
Archbishop John . J. O'Connor and , 

many. elected officials, including 1 

Mayor Koch, Governor Cuomo and 
United States . Sens.tors Alfonse · M. 
D' Amato and Daniel Patrick Moyni
han, spoke at the rally as demonstra
tors waved placards bearing the photo
graphs of Soviet Jews, often behind 
bars, and chanted · .. Let my people go." 

Herbert Komish, the chairman.of the 
Coalition to l-'ree ·Soviet Jews, which 
sponsored tile demonstration, said that 
ha~ment of Soviet Jews had grown 
since 1979, when 51,320 Jews were al- , 
lowed to emigrate, and that la$t · year · 
only 896 w.,e iulowed: to· etnigl'Jlte. ~ 

. . ~· . ~ 

Jews.and Christians . 
• . _..,.,. ____ t,'., • • ;, ·•-····~: ... , • 

. The Archbishop, who has been desig~ 
nated a cardinal by Pope John Paul u; 
greeted the marcliers ~ they passed '. 
St. Patrick's Cathedral and later ad- ' 

· dressed the rally. : I 
· "To all who may k,now or who came 
to learn of my presence among you,'.'. 
he said, "I say t'b destroy, Jews any
where is to destroy Christians every-

Continued on Page AIO, Column 1 
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where. Let those who would write your 
final epitaph first prepare the inscrip-
tion on my tomb." ' ·. , ; . 

. Although Archbishop O'Gonnor did 
not refer to President Reagan, other 
speakers made frequent references to 
the President's visit to Bitburg, where 
49 members of the Waffen SS, the com
bat arm of the Nazi elite guard~ are. 
buried with other German soldiers. 
Each mention of Bitburg was booed. : 

"Bitburg Day will never be forgot
ten," Mayor Koch shouted at the 
crowd. "It is.a stain on the.history and 
the record . of a President," .... 

Governor Cuomo, calling the demon
strators the "'{oice of the voiceless," 
said a message must be ·sent from 
"Jews and gentiles alike" to allow the 
free emigration of Soviet Jews. • 

"Mr. Gorbachev, words · are not 
enough," the Governor said, referring 
to the new Soviet leader, "Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev. "Mr. Gorbachev, there 
must be deeds." . · 

Senator Moynihan said Congres-
. sional approval for an expanded trade 

agreement with the Soviet Union would 
depend on Soviet willingness to grant 
free emigration of Jews. 

_ Freed 40 Years Ago 
And Senator D' Amato, the chairman 

of the Helsinki Congressional Commis
sion on Human Rights, said he w0uld 
place "the issue of Soviet human rights 
violatj.ons" before the Soviet reP,resent
atives at the May 11th meeting of the 
commission in Ottawa. 

As Mr. Wiesel, a concentration camp 
survivor, spoke, Leon Hostj.g stood 
nearby, listening and trying, unsuc
cessfully, to fight back tears. 

Mr. Hostig, 65 years old, was born in 
the Lodz ghetto in Poland. His mother 
was killed there by SS soldiers, he said, 
his father was gassed at Auschwitz, 
and his two brothers were killed ~ the 
camp in Garlitz. Mr. Hostig was freed 
from Garlitz ·40 years ago today. 
· "The President is a nice man," he 
-said, "but he hasn't got the feeling that 
we have of what we went through. You 
walk around with an open wound and 
when you throw salt in it, it hurts. To
day, he threw a · little salt in our 
wounds.'' 

·'- ·' 

I . . . TIie New York Times/ Jim WU.00 

HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR: Barbara Futterman consoling Leon 
Hostig during rally near the U.N. Mr. Hostig, a concentration camp 
survivor, lost his father, mother and brotht:n in the Holocaust. 

t. J . J . 
· ·---.·• -'------ ·-
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~~p~~~i.i;~~'~1.$.$0J,;Ypf-t~9-c_e,'A.rilid th~ w~i'orSof ·Batt1~ : .. 

l _,) W,OLF.GANG 'SAXON ~~ftr;Jt. ·.one of them badly wounded, knocked on the .. ·, \ en, the woman's 90D, who -by that time bad • Kenneth Y. Tomllnson, managing editor of: .. 
iiitr~tt ,b.1bieme :ot cillation~~door. "Even though .shelte~ the enemy ~:.; '~me a resident of Bonolulu7 '. ,. ,l,. The Reader's Digest, yesterday sai~ the: 

sldent lt...,aan;yesterday :1 the 11to11"~~.was punishable by death, she t09k them iil,"~ ' ~ tt' ., lot,• German Cuaaltiet In Battle ·;' : · White Bouse bad Inquired about the story la,ah . =-· wi the '·,:~~ Mr. Reagansaid1 "andmadethemasupper "1 
• • • • • ,-'if,weekendandwasassuredofltsauthenticity,i · 

1.8 N;:r'1=who-:,rtafed ~a.;ie:~.r:\with some of her •last food." .,,, . · 1', ' · At the end of IMC, the HUrtgen Forest was : ,··He said that the monthly magazine bad made 
,'. ' •

1 
, • ~ •:r'.f;Uq .aier 'the11torywenton anotherknocktn- t ··i• thesceqeohomeofthewontflghtingofGer- ,, a strenuous effort to ' check the facts. Mt •. 

~~- ,::e~ Am •= ~~:!r ~ _: , '.:- troduced the similarly lost Germans. Afraid, t, ,'. manyttl 's ArcSes,mes o(fenslve, ,known as the , ·vincken still ~ves in Honolulu, where at- · 
, ~ .. ~ • ' · · · e ~• f•t~';!-,the woman nevertheless firmly told them, Ba e of ·the Bulge, the· final German on.: •;•t. tempts to reach him were unsuccessful. : 
_UIS ~ '. ~ ,~~ tr.om tJ:ieir,~tsr,f~fl,f&r"lbere will be DO shooting here," and bad all . ' slaught in the West. Coming as a surprllJe to ,' I Mr. Tomlinson said Mr; Vincken had·sub-

~l.tr11~~ 1
~ - the ~ote into his !~!J seven soldiers put aside their weapons. One •1 the Allies, the offensive opened Deci 18 with a , t mltted 'the.story in the mld-1980's at the urg .. . 

-~ ai ~ United S~tes Air'Base·at.'Blta,• 4".ffot'the Germans treated the 'wounded Amer- ·:,-: qulck~rmana~.in9:11area~~Bel: · : Ing of American friends. One of the publlca-:: . 
~ ;"f.d•Yl,eet~Geqnbeany, - saying that hope ~h lean, then ~ey all rested overnight and went·. . gi~an border.- · ' . . ' 1 • ,.,w, tion's senlo,r,researchers, Ursula N~ccache; ,. 
C?OUl ~es gµhlpsed in the darkest ,their separate ways. · , . ' The attackers, after inltal successes, w~re-. tracked the mother, Elisabeth Vincken, . ,to 

ilays-of war. ~ story, set in a cottage In .',.,· "The boys reconciled briefiyinthemldstof . forced to retreat into Germany leaving be- , · Aachen, West Germany. Mr. ToiDllnson said.: 
, the Btlrtgen Forest, on the German-Belgian · ; . war," Mt. Reagan concluded. "Surely, we hind · 100,000 dead, wounded and captured. · she gave substantially the same account . 

, iJ>order,; was ·based on the memories of the '. ·; allies in peacetime shouid honor :the reccm- · , TheAlllessuffered81,000casualties, 77,000of .. • without the son's knowledge and without the 
~~ s .son: Yt'ho, ~ -µ ~ old ~~ .. ~ : · cillation of the last 40 years." . · . • them Amert~, the heaviest American bat- · , . mother having read the son's version of the 
¼,~ e of~gie ba~9: ' ·· · · · . - ' President Reagan was glvc,i the story by :tle toll ever. The savaglV'Y of the flgh~ was • - · event. In addition, the site was checked for _ 

"N:t r As Mr: Reagan told the story, the mother ' staff members who had found It, billed as a heralded on the second day of the offensive physical features mentlop~ in the story and 
~ :!-;and her !Ion were alone in the family's hunt- Christmas story and titled, '!Truce in the when Waffen ' SS soldiers gunned down at local residents were questioned. "We're con- · 

.:i: lngcottage,hldingfromthebattle,whenthe Forest," in the January 1973 Issue of The -least 86 American prisoners of· war _at'. _ vinced, :without a doubt, that the story is 
~,.-three·~ ~ ~• ,Jost and frost~bltten and· Reader's Digest. Its author.was Fritz Vinck- Malm6dy, Belgium. · true," Mr; Tomlinson said. Ny'"( 5 • B5 

t;'E~-
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.. ·Fo~. Bi~burg, . 
Stt?~Ypr Anger • 
ir1Emls· Quietly : 
. ~ ,, . .- ,·.:. . • ' . 7- ' . I 
tfri~(\ ';'\_.,. .' . ,• • '_ '.-· I - I 

-~- · 1:1tJAMES M. MARKHAM . I 
• Spec:lal .to, TIie New York rtmea . . · _ , 

-·::t/B.I~tni~.i~i•c;ei-many, :May 5....:_ . I 
; , ,It was t4e scene ~t many had feared. 

1 

. 

. ·~'J.(l!le'~1$ .. crossroa~ of tliis small 
-: '.. town, po'licem~ with plastic antiriot 

· shiel'1s confronted 'an advancing crowd 
.;" ot...i.~w-s;::rnagy""of P,.efu· weanng 't11e 
.· ,badge··that accoinpanied their parents 
. ~ - grandparents to·•.their ·deaths: a 
...,_iix-pomted yellow. star bearing the 1 

., , · rd· _Jtide. · ·; . • ·. ·· . · ~ . 
, ;,, · , Th~ Jews canie · fl'Qm 21 ~untries, 
' .:i l>ut many W,ere from France, Belgium 

'. I and the Netherlands. One big blue ban
' J.er hoisted ~ their midst read · tq 

, ,French, . --•~~ither hate nor forgetful-
. ness." . . ~ ·,t· .• r •. . . .. ~r · "They Haven•~ Learned', 

' Anoth~r bandapainted banner, in · 
J,English, said: '.'Don't honor SS mur
:"derers. My brother's blood tries out to 

· .. ~o10e from the ground." · 
:_ · When the protesters reached the po

·_ ,)ice line they halte(I, some of them only 
, · inches from the policemen. Among 

· ·· . ~atec1 ~ , - - them was Irene Quetting, 67 y~rs old, 
Mr. Reagan pays tribute to victin;is of Bergen-BeJsen con~entration camp. ' from Tra~n-Trarbach, West <;rerma-
- - ·· - · - . . .ny, who said she was half-JeWI&h. 

• · "If you want to know my impression 
about the Germans," she said, nodding 
toward Motscherstrasse, where Chan-

-cellor Helmut Kohl and President Rea- . 
gan would shortly pass, "they haven't 
learned from history... I . • i 
. 'Ra~r~ Be on Other Side' i . , , . . , I 

, ~he said she was not speakil}g of the 
policemen in green·uniforms who were 
holding back th~ protesters .. "No," 
she said, "I am talking about my gen
eration and Kohl's, who should have 
learned but didn't." - ' , 

11ie policemen were correct and po
lite, and clearly uncomfortable. "Per
sonally," sai6 a dark-haired police-

Continued on Page AS, Column 5 
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·~ In_Bitburg,Day::of Ap.ger 
:::i~~ ,Cl(;)seq V\(i!h cl f>raYi~r 

. ,.•·~· 

Continued From Papi Reagan.Admiillsirationand Mr.'.J{~iit•s \ 
advisers to neaten up the jelevisti>n:fm- . 

\I tttilni holding his white heimet 'to his agery out 0! BitlSurg. ; . 
' side, ~I would; rather ~ on the _other ' '.At what price do they have ·p1toto 

I
• sl_de.'•· : _ .• . -- , ;_ .opportunties?'' asked Mri Makcw§..Jty, 

otl 
whose group summoned yoq \Tews 

.. . Crosscutrents ~f -em on ~ept the from all QWr the world to come t6 Bit
streets of Bltburg today, and empathy burg. Some 1,200 1µ1SWered the un. 
was not always the predominant one, •, ":rhe whole President•~ trip b,c:en

. "If they take off the stars," .said Irene- tered around the lens of a camegl/'J he 
Zeller, 32, from Saarlouls, south of Bit- ~d. ''Can we do a trade-off- BiU>.urg 

~burg "they can come over to this versus Bergen-Belsen?"· · • > 
f sldeJ.'She was referring to the police H1s friend-Moshe Jonen, preslderit of 
i cordon that separated her from the pro- the North American Jewish Stl(~ts• 

testers . "' , , 1 . , . · , I : Network, ,1 was similarly embltt~red, 
· , · . · and said, !.This Is not the deflnitl.bn of 

Two American ftags we~ . stuck in democracy ..;. an empty sldeW'lll&:" 
, the belt ,of her· light blue rairtcoat. Alan o. Hevesl the deputy majotlty 
t • On the other side of the street, there leader in the Ne.;., York State Assem
'. was this scene: Four young Germans bly, was positioned with 16 otherlegls- . 
(' held up a West German ftag and an la,to~ ftonfNew York and New Je~y 
{ American ftag in a gesture of reconcill- near to the point where the · caravan 
~ ation. But behind and above them two swept to the cemetery. They all, jw>re 
L•protesters held aloft a hand:drawn'ban- small paper badges that read, ; !'o/,e 
, ner that said "Never'-agaln .. · honor the victims of the Holocallllt. , 
1 . ,. d • ., · d · Tl¥! Queen,s Democrat said 55 Jntln· 
· · Toe~ di I\ on purpose, sal Wolf- bers of his family perish~ in llltle.r's · 

. _gang Roske, a 30-year-old civil servant death camps; his grandfather wAA-the 
i who had the ~f of the German fiag in chief rabbi of Budapest. "Some ·ot riiy 
; his left hand •. ._ .13ut it Is good that they family were saved by Raoul wawi,:i • 
. are allowed tonold that up, or anything berg, the greatest hero of the 20tlrcen-
! ·they want._ That Is what.these two fiags tury," said Mr. Hevesl, speaking (lf.the 

guapmtee; If ~e ftags were a little red- Swedish diplomat who rescued '.Oun
der, It would be very orderly here, and sands of Jews in Hungary. "This fa ~r-
.there ~?'11d ~ secret poll~ on the sonal to me.'' · , · _·_ 
s~ts. · · : . . For Max Kaplan, a 54-year-old Outth 

. ~i OnlookerJI Kept at a Dlstanee iew·who survived the war in hldiDg .'in 
By enlarging the area dec;J.ared off Amsterdam, today was his first Vis.~ to 

· limits to demonstrations, the jittery Germany since the war ended. He wpre 
· White Houe advance team and Mayor a sandwich-board sign that t'eatt: 
. Theo Hallet kept the curious, -the syma "God, do not forgl~e ~~m. They ~ew 

I pathetic ~d the outraged even farther what they :were doing. . · 
. away than had been expected from " I -haven't spent a mark slncei ('ve 
Kolmeshilhe Cemetery today. As a re,. been here," Mr. Kaplan said . . ~ .. "' 

'suit, the · Presidential caravan ap- ~ 28-year-old daughter, Na~ha, 
. proached the cemetery down several wore the same sign and leaned wl~her 
blocks of essentially deserted streeis. father against the steel barrier. w¢ling 

Held back by a ·steel fence David for · Mr. Reagan and Mr. Kol1l ._ to 
Makovsky, · chairman of the' World emerge)from the.cemetery. "Toeyaaj-e 
Union of Jewish Students was furious not to blame for what their paJaits 
overwhathesawasanoth~rstepbythe did," Miss Kaplan said, speaklng of 
. ---·: · . younger Germans. "But they ate. tj;!

sponslbl~ that this happened. ,Th~y 
should have stopped It.'' , · ~ 

Many of the people of Bltburg, .a town 
of 12,500 that will shortly be overtaken · 
In population bf the adjacent American 
air base, apparently stayed hoine to- · 
day. Toe town, once known for a j:at¢iy 
beer slogan ("Bltte eln Bit"); has 
found the last few weeks of intense 
scrutiny traumatic. _ 

Annette Herchen, a 34-year-old :Sit
burg resident,draped the front of,her 

- l\_ouse on the Presidential route wltli a 
gigantic American fiag that she ·said 
she had borrowed from the base1; ''.I 
think the· Jews have to recognize mat 
we are another genetatlc;m," she 'safd. 
"We~ happy to have the Amerieans 
here. It's an honor, something spetlal, 
that your Pres!dent comes to Bltbu.rg: '.' 

Another supporter of the visit, Harls
Peter Millier, earnestly grabbe<f' ,.an 

erlcan reporter and unrolled a ball
er he wanted to show ·the American 
eader. 'Yrltten in English, like m01t'Of 

e baruiers oil display today, It sai'do: 
"Thank you. God bless you'.'' , ~ ·• 

"There Is no half-reconcillatii)n, ~• 
. · MWler . said emphatically. •.:we 
. oY be half-friend, half~my~ f 

as never !l Nazi.'' · ,, •. , · 

for those who did not -see the~.;~ 
television, · Mr. Reagan and his . li~t. 
Mr. Kohl, were only fleeting presences 
In Bltburg today. As their caravan . 
emerged from the cemetery ·and · 
rushed through the center of town~ the 
mostly young Jews gathered t.here 
struck up the cry: "Never again! 
Never again! Never agalnl" .' ;. 

Toe cry drowned out a ·smatterlng of 
left-wing demonstrators who had t,:led 
to raise the chant of "Out from Nicara
gua I" Toe motorcycles and the P~l
dentlal caravan went by in a mattet .of 
seconds. · - ·: ; ~ 

PY 
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Presid~nt's Cemetery Stop -· _: -_-
·Will Be Held to 1 O Minutes 

By BERNARD WEINllAUB 
-, t~to11111NffYortl1mll 

BONN,May3-The.WhlteHousean- Perlacher Cemetery, where 4,092 con
nounced today that President Reagan's centratloo camp victims are burled. 
visit toa Germanmllltarycemeteryoo · "The symbol of Bltburgls a lie," Mr. 
Sunday would be limited to 10 minutes Slegman said, apparently referring to 
and would Include a wreath-laying ihe presentation of lhe visit as a symbol 
ceremony. of ~rman-Ameriean reconciliation. 

Mr. Reagan will spend 50 minutes "Tbeugllest thing about the Bltburg lie 
visiting the Bergen-BelBen concentra- Is that the Germans and Americans are
tlon camp site before flying to the mill• called oo to falsify history In order to 
tary cemetery at Blt)>urg, which in- find a common base.'_' ., , 
eludes the graves of 49 Waffen SS sol- 1be White House plans to wie two 
dlers, the White House said. - bell,..,...•-

In releasing the details of the visit to planes and half a dozen -,--• as 
Bftl>Ul'll, the White House made It clear well as buses on Sunday to transport a 
that lhe ceremony would be kept as large number of reporters and pbolog
brlef as possible. Mr. Reagan and raphers to Bergen-BelBen and Bltburg. 
Chancellor Helmut Kahl will walk- • At Bergen-BelBen, according to a de. 
through the cemetery, lay a wrealh on tailed schedule, Mr. Reagan will visit a 
a squat stone monument that was built museum honoring the more lhan ll0,000 
In 1934 and then depart. people who perished In the camp. Ac-

The cemetery visit, which Mr. Rea- companied by Mr. Kohl, the President 
gan agreed to make at the West Ger- wfllvlewagraveslteandaJewlsbme
man Chancellor's request, has stirred mortal, then take part In a wreath-lay
outrage amoog Jewlsb organizations, Ing ceremooy. The two leaders will 
American veterans' groups and others. make speeches at Bergen-llj!IBen. 

In recent weeks White House off!- A dispute that erupted Thunday be. 
dais Indicated discussions were taking tween United States and Weat German 
place oo possibility that Mr. Reagan officials over remarks attributed to 
would not place a wreath at Bltburg. Mr. Reagan eased today as the Bonn 
But officials Indicated today that there spokesman seemed to back off. - .,_ 
was no point In visiting the cemetery · ,,_, __ ._ 

th 1be spokesman, Peter"""""""'• Im- G·...,-- at ---•- B....._ -Wen r---, at work oa Tbunday. President R•00u vlsltl_ tbe site Sun-.,.cept to place a wrea · plied that Mr. Reagan, In a meeting .._. -• "' ,_., --• da - · 
Boycott by German Jews with Mr. Kahl, bad apologized to the .-, ••: I/[',,• ,: y. 

Amid White House embarrassment Germans for American Jews who op- . , \ 11 . , 
over the Bit burg visit, officials were poeed the Bltburg visit and that the two-day economic meeting beie ended rick J . Buchanan, said today that be did, It was Important be DOI be per
further upset today over word that rep. President bad apologized becawie such tonight against a backdrop of bombingl bad taken notes at a meeting In which celved as having succumbed to pres. 
resentatlves of the 28,000 Jews In West oppooents of the visit believed In collec- and Increased security. Jewish leaders advised President Rea- sure." 
Germany would boycott the ceremooy tlve German guilt for th!' atrocities of . • gan not to "be perceived as having sue- John Lane, an NBC News spokes-
at the Bergen-BelBen site because Mr. World War 11. · Before dawn today, one bomb ez. cumbecl to pressure" to abandon his man, tonlibt described the report as 
Reagan was also visiting Bltburg. In his comments Thunday, Mr. Boe- ploded In Cologne, about 10 miles from trip to the Bltburg cemetery. , ·. . "Incomplete.'' But be said NBC read 

Werner Nachmann, chairman of the nlsch quoted Mr. Reagan as telling Mr. Bonn, at a Fredcb computer company • . · · · the script to Mr. Buchanan for his com-
Central Council of the J ewlsb People In Kohl that be "regretted" that some that dellven equipment to the German But be said It was "downrlibt silly" ment before the report was broadcast. 
Germany,sald the Bltburgvlslt "dlsre- Americans believed In German collec- military. Another exploded In the to believe that the comments - or the "It was an Incomplete story," Mr. 
gards the suffering of mllllons of Jews tlve guilt. courtyard of the Federal Defense notes - reflected bis vl8Yit1, P~d- Lane said, "&ut bad he been more 
In concentration camps." 1be White House spokesman, Larry Ministry's procurement office In Ko- pants In the April 18 'meeting supported forthcoming, we would have been bet-

In addition, representatives of,Slntl Speakes, firmly denied that Mr. Rea- blenz,southofBonn. Noonewasburtln bis account. ter off, the story would DOI have been I 
and Roma· gypsies today rejected of- gan bad voiced these opinions. . either blast. • In a four-aentence statement Issued that Incomplete." 
fers to join the Bergen-Belsen ceremo- The police said they suspected the by the White Houae, Mr. Buchanan re- Kenneth J . Blalkln, natlooal chalr-
nles. A gypsy leader, Romani Rose, 'Interpreted' Reqan Remarb bombers were members of the Red spooded to an NBC News report that be man of the Anti-Defamation League of 
said be did not see why the oppressors Today, Mr. Boenllcb said be bad "in- Army or another terrorist group. repeatedly wrote tbe phrase "sue- B'nal B'rltb, said be bad attended the 
and the victims of Nazi Germany's terpreted" Mr. Reagan's remarks to cumblng to the pressure of the Jews" meeting with the President and Mr. 
Holocaust 9bould be honored In the convey what be thought the President ai a piece of paper during a White Buchanan. "This Is a complete flap 
same way. Holocaust scholars est!- told the Chancellor. The Bonn spokes- U.S. Aide De. Lended House dlscusaloo of the trip. over nothing," Mr. Blalkln said. 
mate that half a million Gypsies were man added that Mr. Reagan bad said 11 - · "This whole thing Is sheer nonsense 
slain by the Nazis. only that be disagreed with any notion "It was a meeting with J ewlsb lead- and terribly unfair to Pat Buchanan," 

Meanwblle, near_ Munich, Henry of German collective guilt without at- spodal,. n. "" Yon nm. ers, at their request," Mr. Buchanan said Max M. Fisher, honorary chalr-
Slegman, director of tbe American tributing such a notion to anyone. · w ASHINGTON May 3 _ The White said. "The leaders themselves made man of the Jewlsb Republican Coall-
Jewlsb Congress, placed a wreath at Meanwblle, the flnt full day of the House communications Director. Pat- the point that whatever the Pres~ent tlon, who also att4:"'1ed the meeting. 
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. .j'-~ ·, Marking· Anniversary of War's , Irr,· •. • .. • · · , 1 ,._, 

·ti-'-' :1J,,,11.;,f d, Most,Condemn Vi~it i\f, 
' ' ~i\~<.~ ' $o~eP£!i~~Sp~e9: ; ti~ 

,?-!'.! ·i:-"' .,, . '. ;. ,.J i 
\ f ·1-.""l.. .,.. ._fr. ~;J,..: tt-*~•-'Y. .. , . • ··,, ~-~-i .. 

• .( 'f 1. ' J I ', lil ~ . ,,. 

~ -,Y ROJilfti.'Ui'MeP~DBN .•,. I 
' ' ·Id nao: li..~ :._t balt-<llaff ani1 

, ,, Jmapecittaneniqldlersandvtcdmsof , . 
l ~ , war and the Holocaust stlfred ·i-rta 1-· 

• 1111d memorl1111, Americans marked the , 
' •Gil 11U1M1nUY of V-E Day yestetm,y ' , 

and · cid ~ land . anaer ~ 
1•,~~ -,-~').tMpn •-~ t !O a:. '. · i , 

~~9~~:~~;1: . ~~=:C\f..-~ :~':'::se { 
.._d art.r andjlutrqe that bad ~ 

..,.,.,..,,., __ ",,,, tiulldbiOiUreeili over the P.felsiclmt'.! \ii 
9Wt.io t,be Bltblq temeterJ,;,rbere ~ r, 
)'affiii SS -.cildlen are burlell " ~. ' ,, ~-

• NAeroN"'- Nn York metroi>olttanil' 
, ma, la'(~. ahd 1n c;ttf• . .:llil:- · 
,f!UIJ"towill acniis the C01¥1lr)', people' I 

., 

. • IUNmbled for~et marchee and bots- ·' 
· j; .__ raJII• ptb6red at cerne! ' . · 

,.,J. {J, · · ~~- : won111p and,~ ~USE FOR REAGAN: American and~ •~tors 'at Bitb. g Air Baae liatening to the Preai-
·•f ."r , Tbe reac:tloa to the Prestdeht"s ~t · dent', ■peec:h. "We who were enenµe■ are now friend■, Mr. Reagan 11a.1 • 

·' <~\1•. a ·10.Bltburg wu ovenrbelmlngly neg&• · · 
2_ .,' ,t;. ~,DI from inuted criticism to to obscure German mo~ ~bU- Nazis In World War II. Amid the long ' yman Bookbinder of the American 

•. ; ; . 1 t. the 1-denT~·~ ~~ lty for the Nazi terror.. ' . rows of simple white tombstones, their Jewish Committee ·and Mr. Wiesel, 
, ., 1 caust lllllviYon spokesmen · f;,, vet -!" 'The Image of an American Pres!- leaders expressed dismay Wltli the ho Is the chairman of the United 
1 • ' ·, fl' ~ 1 bcl raanlzatlot • dent, no matter how well-Intentioned, President's visit. States Holocaust Memorial Council, 

·•t•1·' i ,·:-~ a ~thousands~ aoJnatoaGeJ1!1ancemeterysendsto "lcannotreconclleandlcannotfor-sald It had heightened the world's 
• · ,,i ~ 'I :. ' ordinary ~ joined the cbo-_ tbeworld the wrong signals,"" said Ben- give and I cannot forget the crimes awareness of Nazi crimes agaln!it mll-V, • ,~, ~ · ;-,;. - of rejectlot1. 

1 
1'- . • Jamin Meed, president of the American which they have perpetrated on the lions of Jews and olhen. . 

'· ~ • ·· .• · • l" ' ;,• Gathel'lng ·and Federation of Jewish human race," ·said Theodore Brooks, 
· ' ,,·,:.-:, •.', Wordi of PralN ror·5peee11 . · Holocaust Survivors. " It says Ill these past national leader of the Jewtsh war ""In the long nm," Mr. Wiesel said in , ·: ~ if ~ •.f" But: there were also ~rds of praise men were the same, that they fought Veterans of the United •States, refj!r- a television Interview, "I'm sure the. 

• , 1 I ·,, fdrtbePresldent"sspeechattheslteof wllh good Intentions." •. ring to the dead at Bltburg. "I regret wounds will heal. Alter Ill, be Is the · i . · the, ,Bergen-Belseil a,ooentratlon °· · , thattblsdaybascometopasswbentbe President and we must deal with his 
· 

1

. ·' ' camp, and some leaders said his quest Armbandl Honor the Dead · President of the United States honors policies, with his staff, with his Admln- ll 
1 I. ·. • • . tor recoliclllatlon had stirred new In- Hundreds ol war veterans gathered an enemy."" lstratlon. But the wounds are there and 

' . . ', terelt In "the Holocaust. There were at Long Island National Cemetery at Many leading American Jews called the wounds are deep. I felt excluded, 
, . · calls,:lo!>, to.put the 0011troversy ovet PlDelawn. !'(anYwore red armbaods to the President's visit a misguided politl- rejected, almost unnecessary, when I 

· , , the cemetery vlslt to rest. • honor comra~ who died fighting the cal gesture, but some, Including watched the Bltburg vlslL .. 

I 
. ' In N- York; an estimated :U0,000 · • ' · · · · · 

· • ., people at 8'rally for Soviet Jews beard 
, lWe Wiesel, the writer and Holocaust 

· , .lllrvlwr, call Mr. Reagan's visit to the 
Bltburg cemetery an Insensitive act 
tbtt bad " wounded"" the world's Jews 
and distorted history by equating Holo
caust' victims with Nazi :soldiers. 

, Protests against the Bltburg visit 
1 ,, :·were held In Boston, Miami, Atlanta, 
) Mll-ukee, )>blladelpbla, Newark, 

. , , , . '_,Yt'~-:r:p~e:b!:;t'aswell. 
In Tel Avtv"clozens of placard-carry-

·t Ing, chantlna demonstrators gathered 
outside the American Embassy u 

motorists Jo_ lned In with blar-" .. r .ir ms and fluhln.l headlights. 
' ~ w i nmswlck, N.!., Senator BUI 

· · , • , ,. 'Bradley, If Democrat, told a gathering 

I ·,-,. of Jewtsb war ·veterans: ~•lbe. Prest-
. • dent's decision to 'tlslt the Bltbura 
i cemetery shows an appalling lack ol 
I , historical l:onsclousness. To visit Bft. 
l burg Is to Imply that those who perpe. 
I _. tr.ited the horror of the Holoca111t can .' .' w foqotten. TIiey cannot ... 

, • · 'Bat of a Bad Situation' 
, , 1 · The President also bad defenden. · 

1 Senator HowardH. Baker Jr., R'.epubll-
. ·can of Tennessee, said Mr. Reagan bad 

never made "a more poignant and 
, . moving speech than be did today."" 

. Senator John C. Danforth, Republi-
1 , _,..· can of Missouri, said Mr. Reagan had 

• I .. · '.'-~de the best of what WU • bad 

~-~' · . f ~~~•: daY's · predominant -
• ·I • those of sorrow and dismay .. 
· j i • . At Arllngton National Cemetery near 
, . I Wuhlngton,, a Survivor of the Bolo-

•, ·., caust told a gathering of 700 J ewtsh 

l.. ·.war veterans and their families - one 
· .. , • · ~ about 20 1utb gatherlnp around the 

._} . COUDtry - that the Presld'"1t's trip to 
. , . , •· { ithe B.t~ ~ .was aq attemJ!! 1 

v'r'Y 
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v:r~@~Giii:>.t0f f$§~gan's Sp~ech at Air Base After Visit tol3itburg ceIIl~teif 
• JI • • : · r .. ~ -: , ·.• , - .J_..,.~ ~ --~ - ·; : ' -;-, , •. \.'·· ✓ ~ -·.°"'· _" ·-. . .., . . . ' I ' • ·• ~ • . ~ •· I ., .. • 

BITBURG, West Ge,tftany, May 5 (AP)-'- . '\ rible suffering baa made you ever vigilant friendship and common cause; dedicating · son. He said, "Then Mother said grace. I no-· The one lesson of World.War II, the~ ltis-
Following ii' a transcript of remarks by;. · , apiJ!st evil. Many· of you are worried that their lives to preserving peace and guarding ticed tliat there were tears in her eyes as she · son of Nazism, is that freedom must aiP.ys 

5\\t\%~ 
~'\\ ' 

President Reagan t~ at the>Untted States · . · recondUation means forgetting. I promise the security of the free world. . said the old, famtµar words, 'Komm, Herr, . be stronger than totalitarianism, ancMba,t 
Atr Base at. Bitburi after his 'visit to a Ger-;~. . _you, we will ne-Jer forget. I · have just_ come.. Too often in the past, each war only planted Jesus. Be our guest.' And as I looked around · good must always be stronger than evn:·be 
man military cemetery, al recorded by The . this~ from Bergen-Belsen, where the. the seeds of the next. We celebrate today the . the table, I saV( te:ar'S, too, in the eyes of the mo,:al measure of our two nations w$ ~ 
Aasoctated Press:' · .. . /',._ _ . .. ~ • .- , . '. •, .. borror of that terrible crime, the Holocaust, reconcilUltion between our two nations that battl~weary soldiers, boys again, some from . . found in the resolve we show to preserv~1ib-

" , . ·' ·· .,. , . -~1. • • · · ,-, ~; · was forever burned upon my memory . . No, has liberated us ·from that cycle of destruc- Amen~, some _from Germany, all far_from ·erty, to,protect life~~ toboriorand <:hei15h 
I have just come from~ cemetery where: .-:_. we will~ forget, and,}Ve say with th~ vie- tion. Look at what together we have accom- home. , · · - · · all God 8 cbil~. , · . · .,. ·. • , · • · . . -. 

German war dead lay at rest.' No one could". ,1,u• .tims. of that Holocaust, Nev«; again. . plished. Nie who . were · enemies are now ·. That night, as the storm of war tossed the · That is why the free, democratic Federal 
visit here':without deep and ctmfli~ .... emo-<\ .·f' .The WV against one man .s totalitarian friends. We who WJ!re bitter adversaries are · world, they had ~eir own private armistj.ce. Republic of Germanyis such a profound and 
• · . --wue ---~· . • ;;, · dictatorship was not like other wars. The evil the of alli I th The next morrung the German co\poral hopeful the human · 
ticms. I felt great sadness that history wwd. · - world of· Naziism turned all values upside now .strongeS.t es. n e place of sbQWed the Americans how to get back~ · ·testament to · spirit.·-We 
be filled with such' waste, destruction and;~ A- - fear we have sown trust, and out of the ruins . . cannot undo the crimes and wars of yestet-
evll But my heart was',also lifted by thtf~·_/ ...... "' :N~el~, we can mOUfD the Ger- of war baa blossomed an enduring peace. hind their own lines. They all shook~ day,norcall the millions back to life. But we 
· · tba __ .__ .__... . . ,~ man war dead today as human beings, _ . . . and went their separate ways. That ha~ gt eaning to th past by 1 • • 
knowledge t from ~ ~ ...... com! ,~ ;,:.:. crushed by a vicious ideology. · · . , :.._ Tens of thousands of Americans have · · to be Christmas Day 40 years ago . \ · can ve m e- earnuig its 
hope, and that from the terrors of the past we-;' ._ ;_~ · :·~ ,'.# : • . . . ' . • , · served in this town over the years. As the Th boys ctied b fl · · . lessons and~ a better future. We -can 
have built 40 years of 'peaa!' ~d_freeliom ~ 'f-'i;.,i-J ::"~ Tbe ~•~ ~e'9?_ ~ . .. •. · Mayor of Bltburg baa said, in that time there of w:.Surely~ allies i:1i!!~: s~O:: let our pain drive us to grea~ ~fforts toljeal 
and reconciliation among our J!:ll~ODS. --:>: ." _ · . . ,There · ate over 2,000 buried in Bitburg have been some 6,000 marriages between honor the reconciliation of the last 40 years.. , . ' ~umanity's ~ering. .. · .., · : ,_. -

1bls visit has stirred many ei;li0tions in tbe ,· · : cemetery. ~ong them are 48 -members of Germans and Americans, and many thou- . · _. . · \ :.... Today, I traveled 220 miles from Bergen. 
American and~ people, too. I ~ve ~ :'.~ . . the SS. ~ crim.es .of the SS must rank sands. of children have come . from these Vlelen Dank . . -'· 1 Belsen and, I feel, 40 years in time. With~e 
ceived many letters .aince first d~<ling to ;t,\ -~ the most heinous in human history. . unions. This is the real symbol of our future · · and~ •lessons of the past firmly in our mtndS; '#e 
come to Bitburg cemetery, ~e supportive, ~ But others buried there were simply soldiers · .. , together, a future td be . filled with. hope, · h~ ~f ~:~!:i~u:r :.eneroust \ .have turned a new, brighter page in history. 
others d~ly con~- arid~q~oning,<.,, .- in the German Army. How many wt!re fa- :, friendship and freedom. ~ . .. , ·. : · malt f 1 ; One of the many who wrote ~e .about-1hl)J 
others opposed. Some olcl wounds have l>e(!IJ.~i! ·-natic&l followers of a dictator and willfully . · ' ·. ·- · '. ~. woman 40 years ago, you e us ~ v~1 · visit was a · woman who had receiitl 
. reopened, ·and this . I regret very inuch, ~<'f: carried out. his crael (!fders? And how many_ , .· - 1'.h~ hope we see now ~d sometimes even · w~l~~e. Vielen Dank. -- · · '·' . · ! been bat ml=ed. She urged me to la th~ 
cause ... ,~ ·should be a time of healing . , '· "'r.iit were conscripts to-:...a into service during ... be glimpsed fn the darkest days of the war. . . And to the men and women of Bitburg Air th t BitM•- etery in b ~.'1:.-...... • ~ •· :r.•- · • ''-C>U • · l'm thinking of one special a+n ... i that f · . · I j · \ wrea. a -a cem onor ol "un: 

• TQ the veteRlDS .and families of American~ ; .~ the death throes of the Nazi war machine? .. ,.."'·· .. ._3 -
0 a · Base, ust want to say that we know that, · · future·of Germany, and that ls what we lfave 

. servicemen who still carry the scars and feel ~ - We do not know. Many, however, we know : . mu.._ and her young son living alone in a . even 'Ritb such wonderful hosts, your J()b 18'1 dme. ,On this 40th anniversary of World·War 
• . ·the painful losses of that war, our gesture of ,._ from the dates on their tombstones were · · modest cottage in the middle of.the woods. .not an easy one. You serve around the clock, -. \ · II marktbeda hen the hat tht!evti 

reconcillation with the GerJD:mtpeQple todays' .ooly teeD-agers at the tim~. There t.a· ~e boy:.'. ;,.· One night as the B_attle of the Bulge exploded . far from home, always ready~ defend ~ • . auid we the obscenitt.; wended; and e~e com-
, ·in~ ,,_y rninlmlres our love and honor for~· buiied the;re who di~ aw~ before his 16th .~- notarrifaredawa~~ American soldiers dom. V(e ~ grateful, ~ we ~ very proud 1 · . memorate ·the Teldndling of the democrltl'c 

those,yhofought~diedforour .countll'i · · birt,bday • . . •_;;r-.· . -. _. 1 , •· ••• ,. v at -uuu.--s~dinginthesnow: . ofyou._ .. .. - ., , .. -· .. _ . . ·: \ spµitinGerman. , , . , ., : - -" 
Tbeygavetheirlivestorescuefreedom ini~4. ' There were thousands of such soldiers to ' lost behind enemy lines. All were frostbitten, · Four.decades ago, wewagedagreatwarto ~ . · ; " · :. , , 1 · : , . J- . "<; " ~· •· • 
~hour. Theallianceof ~emoc:nuicna,~ ,,t ' whom Nazism meant no more than a brutal ... onewasba!1}ywounded. Evepthoughshelter- , liftthe 'darknessof evllfromtheworld to let 1 . · , : . Hor,e for the~ ,':''l't ~ -
ti0118 that guards the freedom ·of mlllions fir l endtoashortlife. Wedonotbelieveincoll~. -•. ~kthfu elte:!ya:J'8 ::ble by d';!!.~~1: · men and women in this country anc11n'every . ;·, . There is much to inake'uii-\iopeful on Oiis 
:Europe .IU\d. America today stands as llvinl, · ~ tive guilt. Only God can-look Into the human , em ,e:,· e~. ~ ~P~ . country live in the sunshine of liberty. Our : 1 historic anniversary. One of the symboTs,of 

'testimony that thl$'1l0ble-~ce was no.t ' ... ·heart. All these men have now met their Su- , . some of her last f~ _~'ff!:,, ;' ' < •, \ victorywasgreat,'andthe Federal Republic, l that-hope came a 'fittle white agowberiwe 
in~- · i--7;.;' .-,·< i ,~} ~,.·~->>f~ ~ ~Judge, and they have been judged by < , ' ·· • -: _ ~ at ~ J>oc;,r .. ;.,. • ! ;.., ItalyandJapanarenow,in the~unltyof .• ' heard a Germanband:playingthe.,Am~ 

. ':.·:ff: . . ~ .2 Former War _!I~ ;-~-- , ~ ',:[ .: e: ~ ~ we ~~- all be ~ed. . ~ . . · · , And then, they heard _another knock at the . free nations. But the ~e for freedom ls . \ national.· anthem; and an American ~~ 
.. No, theirsacrificewaaaotinvahi.Ihaveto ~:.:t OUi duty ~Y is to mourn the hum~ door. This ~e four--German,soldiers stood not complete, for today much of the world !8 ._ \ pJaying the~ na~~-an~·:·~ ~- :: 
· tell you' that nothing '.Will evet ~ me ·with .. -._wreckag4} qt to~tarianisD,l, and today, in there. 1bewomanwas~~d,butshequ1Ckly ... ~~~-in~~-,~· ;. , · ,. .. 1 . Wbllem~o1,th~worlci ~huddleshf~ 

greaterhopethantheslghtoftwoformerwar , Bitburg cem~. we commemorated the , said with-a firm voie8j . . There will be no · . Twenty-two years ago, President Jolm F. . darkness of oppression; :_we .can see a belt 
heroeswhomettodayattbeBitburgcerem~ .. . potential ~..and hwmµuty that~~< ~h4!)r&.''She~~eall'thesoldierslay . · Kennedy went to the Berlin wall and pro- ; dawnoftreedom!lfeepingthe'globe.Andtfe 

, ny; each among the bravest of the ·brave, ~-., · SUJDed back then, 40 years ago. Perhaps if · • -~thhifteirweapons,~theyalljoinedinthe ... • claim.~ that~, too, was a Berliner. Today~ · .. · can see, in .the new de1:11~ci"!I ot •,Lafln' 
· each an enemy of the other 40 years ago, each ff; that ~year~ld soldier had lived, he would' . ........ es meal. • H~ a¢ Willi, It· turned : . freedbqi-J,ovbig people around the world · America, in the new econQD)lc freedoms•~ 

. . . . a witness to the horroni of wi,. But today~- havejolnedhisfellowcountrymeninbuUding l out, were only 16. Thecorppralwastheoldest.s:-:. must ·~ : I am a Berliner, I am a Jew in a · ~tyinAsia~ in the.§1:ow movem~.~ 
· · :!• - theycametogether Americanand~ ,_f, this ·lleW democratic Federal Republic ol'. · at23. Theirnaturalsuspiciondissol:vedinthe · worldstiUthreatenedbyanti-Semltlsm ·lani : ·.ward peace in the Middle East and ' ln.the 
: · · · ~) ~ Matthew B. Rldpway and . Gen.~ J~~-;:, Germany· devoted to human dignity and the .- warmth ~ conifort-of th~ cottag~. One of_:"l: an Afghan, and I am a prisoner of the Gulag;' strengtheliing am•~-ce of democratic 04lti&:is 

haJines Steinhoff, reconciled a?l uni~ _f~, : . def~of freed~ th,J.t we celebrate today. .. • ~ Germana, a former medical · ~ent,-~ • ,I am a refugee in a crowded boat foundering · in Europe and America, '.~ the .light· ~ 
/· ; ~.~reached CJV'-". ~graves~~ ,;-.., ~ "-~ps his children -or his gtandchil- ' · . ~the_~~ &l\t:_~can. · •~'I_,. ,;_:- off the coast of Vietnam, ·1 aDi a Laotian, a that dawn -~ gro:wing stroDlf!l'. :..:.- 7:t-: • .-
"'i: . ·-" , . another • ~ ,a;nd gruped:.tb!F. drm_migbt•be among you here today at the h •Now, listen to the rest o1 the story througJi .. _ Cambodian, a Cuban and a Miskito lndlan In . :·.,: .Togethet, let.~us· . . theJ' -ln that llght .. and. 
~~< ,:~ Jwl48 in ~ ~ A'..~1··.Bl.tblg/Jr Base, where new generations of.' ,.· the eyes of one who was tKere~ bow a~? ~icaragua.,~, toot 8!11 a pptentlal_victtmof to-j~ walk out~~~ ~ Ill µve ~ ~ -" 
~~~- . · · • 'l'~thesurvivo'nofdieBolQcauat. ter· -.. ~ : · Amtpicans Join ~ether in · ma,o. ~ that .young la,d that bM. been hei ~ . m. _ ·~· , .. · · -.. ~~•- ::.',.., ... ""' ~ ·.':t. .:I1!ank 10'l._.anc:l ~ - ~ •lf.i : • ·. ~ -~~ l1¥~:':'~""ffl~r::Y'~~1i" _,,. · · , 1~~~~~~-d "'~~ ~-~ < ,~~·_.:.:~ ·~ ': ~.-~)-,\ ·· ·! -· , ,.. . ·t · -: .;;:,_.,.: _;,,• . • ...... - - · , .. ~·! · -~ ~ - .-~-. • }~51:~\.._;·-;.,•_ ~>~ t:ti}:,,~{~ .. -. t-.~ .-~<p.tfr ,.:. 
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,MEMO 
from the office of the 

COMMANDER 
36th COMBAT SUPPORT GROUP 

22 Apr 85 

ro:_~K,....:.i_m_:.;...Wh:..;...1.:....;·t=-=e'---,----=----,_.--c----,----------
Presidential Speechwriting 
Room 111½ 
The White House 
Washington DC 20500 

Dear Kim 

Attached are some topics we discussed when you were at 
Bitburg. Sorry for the delay, but it turned out there 
was no recent publicity on the Mayor's welcome program 
but there is now. Little did we know what we were 
creating at the time of your visit, but we are all 
hopefull that the program will survive. Unfortunately 
I have yet to see any thing about the existence of 
Bitburg Air Base and our participation in the 5 May 
event. Might have been a good counter to some of the 
negative publicity but it's probably too late now. 

Hope to see you on 5 May. Warmest regards. 

BENNIE B. BLANSETT 
Colonel, USAF 
Commander 

3 Atch 
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THE MOST UNFORGETTABLE PERSON I HAVE NEVER KNOWN 

Bob ieeran 

Rcmen-ber the Reader's Digest articles entitled "Ihe M>st unforgettable Persm I Hive Ever Known"? 
I used to read them arxi think how nice it would be to persooallr knoo.wt sa:nccne with the fascinating 
backgroorxls arxi traits of character possessed by the sti>j ects o those articles. N>t that I haven't 
knoo.wt many people I will never forget -- plus sane MJO were not particularly manorable ani a few I 
would just as som forget - but, wtil six m:xiths ago, no cne I coold truly label 'M>st lhforgettable." 

Last July, Member Bill 
Obmnell of Aman:fale, VA. wrote 
me abwt a fellow mmi>er he felt 
would be worthy of an article ih 
cur next Newsletter. Following the 
three· months of correspmdence it 
tocit with this persm to wedle 
his story from him in bi u and 
pieces. I C81De- to the conclusion 
that he can well be described as 
'M>st lhforgettable~"' My regret is 
that I have never personally met 
him Yhi.ch will explain the above 
title to his story. Sceptical? D> 
you know anyone \dlo is 70 years of 
age am is still serving with CSI? 
Cb you know anyooe MJO has served 
cmtimously with CSI for 36 years 
and still serving? Do you know 
ariywc M10 has been assigned to the 
same Q;J DctadIDe11t for 31 years 
with mly om short break? D> you 
know anyone \\ho enlisted in the l6 
Arrey in 1941 witoout be"' able to 
speak lhgl ish ani has ranamed with 
the l6 military for the ensuing 43 
years? .. ;:..,.:..,;:;::=::t~ 

For full particulars on the 
life ani times of Affiliate ~klrher 
Pierre Rqsan of Bi tburg, Gennany, 
tum to page 9 • 

Pierre Rqsan at Bitburg Detaclncit. 

I il...L1 
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Pierre Rcpan (ccntiwed £ran page 1. l 

Pierre Josqn Repan was born on 27 ScptCDDer 
1914, in Mard1e-en-F11neme, a small tO'Ml of 4,000 
imabi tants, located in the Province of I.J.aCllDOUrg, 
40 kilometers east of Bastogne, of WWll ·fame and 
about Mtich 1IX>re later. \\hen he was 20 he began his 
military ooligation with the Belgian Arm/ ard upon 
completion in 1935, he 
was accepted as a mcnber 
of the Belgian Gemann
erie. In 1939, Mtcn the 
Belgian governnent sent 
a large quantity of 
choice diauarls to the 
lS for exhibition at the 
New York World's Fair, 
Pierre was one of the 
foot: pol icemen chosen to 
escort the shipnent arxl 
to guard the j ewe 1 s 
~bile oo exhibit at the 
Fair's Belgian .fuilding. 

J!· ~·' .:~ .. ';-:.., 
.-2 .. · ,,f:,i 

imnigration quota, he couldn't beccxne a citizen. 
Catch-221 Finally, oo his fifth attent>t he was able 
to enlist in the L6 Army after finding a French 
speaking wmian at the Recruiting CHice m¥> asked, 
'Did you make a declaration of intent to become a 
citizen?" Pierre responled affinnatively since, Mten 
he left the Belgian 6d,assy he had had to report to 
the l.S lmnigration af ice Mtere he had been asked if 
he wanted to returri to Belgium or remain in the 

In September 1939, 
war brdce out in Europe 
and by May 1940, the 
Genr.an Army had crossed 
the Maginot Line taken 
over France arrl the gov
ernment of Belgium. 
That same mmth in 1939, 
Pierre had suffered a 
brdten leg ard a broken 
arm incurred in a fall 

May 1982 p1oto of Pierre receiving a Certificate C(IJJilfflX)tating 40 years of 
federal service £ran the Bitburg Base Gmnamer, Colonel Benedict F.. Glyphis. 

£ran scaffolding Mtile helping dismantle the Belgian 
exhibit, a task he was not required to to do but had 
volwteered to help with. l·k was subseq.rently con
£ ined to the Belgian 6d,assy in Washington, D. C: for 
reCl4)Cration. lpoo learning of his c01.ntty's fall 
am that his father am two brothers had been picked 
up by the Gennans for forced labor, Pierre req.iested 
pennission f ran the Belgian lm>assador to join the 
French Foreign Legion Mtich was then fighting the 
Germans at Narvik, N:>rway. lk recalls the lm,as
sador's .answer, ''Ibis (the C11Dassy) is a sanctuary. 
Oice yru leave this place yw wilJ be a man witoout a 
country. There is no more Belgian governnent." 
Pierre had two options: 1) to return to Belghm aid 
resune duties as a gctdamie urxler Nazi rule or 2) to 
remain in the lhited States as a displaced person. 
lk persisted in his requests for pem.J.ssion to join 
one of the Allies' military forces and finally rec
eived the /mJassador's blessing, was given $20.00 ani 
his best wishes. 

Can you imagine the difficulty, if not itq,os
sibili ty, of trying to enlist in tl1e aony of a coon
try v.hose language you can't speak? His efforts to 
join the Gma<lian Anny or the lS Army were unsuc
cessful because of th1 s I anguage barrier. A frrnch 
couple he was living with in !:'Jew York tclcl him he 
couk:u't joir: thc. /r.:erican Anny without first becan
ing a lS citizen. Sinc.-e be ha<l entercc the l S as an 
official of the Eelgian go\'ctm1cnt an.! net ul'..lec th: 

lhited States. Faced with the two options above, he 
had q.iickly told the lmnigration official he wanted 
to stay in the lhited States. 

Three days later he was in the Army, getting 
barbered, outfitted, being i.tnx:ulated -- ard taking 
IQ tests. lhable to read or speak English he deduced 
that the tests req.iired 'True or False" or 'M1ltiple 
Choice" answers. 1-k was later to say, "I figured I 
had a 50 pet cent chance on the ''frue of False" 
answers and .a 33 \'er cent chance on the "Multiple 
Choice" ooes so I JUSt marked my test paper ant was 
the first one to finish." He scored a 90! He was 
then sent to Fort MxnnJth, NJ to learn M>rse Code. 
(I think at this point Pierre llllSt have been wonler
ing if the LS Army would ever be able to help his 
beleagured countryJ Tue rationale was that he \rollld 
be able to send nnd receive messages without a secur
ity clearance since he couldn't read fugl ish. Pierre 
recognized the difficulties the language limitation 
placed on him am was making detennined efforts, with 
the help of fell ow soldiers am basic Inglish granmar 
t><><ks, to l earn 61glish. 1-i:,wevcr, there were inci
dents he would ~refer to forget. A mutual friend 
told me of a night at Fort Mxuouth Y.i1e:11 Pierre was 
posted for guard duty at Post Four. I-le had been 
ic1, tructeJ to sing out the tllloer of his Post Y.i1en 
41-•roacbcd by the CHicer of the Dly, but 'M!en the 
11ur.ent c.:an:c, to tbc consternation of tl ic Q) anl tl1e 

(Cmtimed next page) 
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Pierre Repam(G:ntiwed £ran preceding page) 

JZ~ disgust of the qujckly resp<rding Fire Department, 
2} Pierre stridently yelled, 'Fire!" 

,.,,. ....... 

Lt> 

lpon competing his training, and despite his 
desire to be sent sane~here to fight the Gemians, he 
was shiwed to Hnvaii. Ch ~ay rrorning, 7 ~cem
ber 1941, he was staming in the Mess Hall line at 
Schofield Barracks \\hen his wish to fight an enemy 
was realized. Japanese Zeros strafed and bombed 
Schofield Barracks as the men watched £ran the Mess 
Hall. Pierre arxl many others, · thought it was a l5 
Navy exercise am he recalls thiridng, ''Ihose Navy 
guys have gooe er azyl" As the baros f cl 1 nearby, a 
loud speaker suddenly shrilled, ''This is the real 
McCoy! Take covert" Pierre later said, "I didn't 
know M\o MtQ>y was but I .did take cover behird a palm 

l'.i:_ " 

--· ----·------ ---------------- -

fanily in Marche-en-Fameme f ran 'Mnil he had had no 
word since the outbreak of the war, six and a half 
years before. The Armr was happy to have him in 
Iiuope because of his bi ingual flumcy. 1--k was first 
sent to London and there received CJD orders posti~ 
him to Paris. By the time he arrived there the 
Battle of the lblge had taken place am, knowing that 
action had been near his home town, close to 
Bastogne, he was grateful to have a 10-day delay 
enroute to his new statien in Paris. 1--k entrained to 
Brussels and eventually arrived in Marche-en-Fameme 

. ~ere he was rewited with his· parents, two brothers 
am sister. The men had made their way bane f ran 
Gennan labor carps am the entire fanily was living 
in a cellar, uninl"ured but · in poor s:nysical corxli
ticn. In the f ina bouts of the Battle of the lblge 
their hone had been hit by enc of the last Pmerican 
105 howitzer shells am dest_roycd. 

Sinner 1984 dioto taken durini a liaison visit by General Beyea to 
Belg~an Agencies. ·L-R: C'olenel Bern, Cid:, s::RA. of Belgian Military 
services , General Beyea am Pierre. 

Pierre remained in Paris mtil 
Septcm,er 1947, \\tlen he was trans
£ erred to Wiesbaden for duty with 
the 31st CJD, ,a recently establish
ed UiAF unit. - He says, ''That is 
when I had the · real pleasure and 
privilege to meet · sane very good 
friems, namely Hector Dd.eo, Lee 
Martin am Joe Diclc all mw ret
ired fran CSI." q.fcnf,er lee Mart in 
of Wiesbaden, Germany; Mctther Joe 
Diclc of Tokyo, Japan.) Pierre's 
adult life seems to have been re
plete with instances of being in 
the right place at the right time 
or, depending on your point of 
view, being in the right place at 
the wrcng time. His entrance into 
C6I was another instance of the 
foaner. He recalls a Friday even
ing in July or August 1948, \men he 
had just returned to Wiesbaden f ran 
Paris \mere he had been en a 3-week 
'UJl assigrment. 1--k wrote me, '\\hen, 
very late . that Friday, I .arrived at 
Weisbaden, I made the same mistake 
which, to this day, I am still 
repeating. I stopped at the office 

tree." Following Pearl Harbor, Pierre spent the next 
three am a half years in the Pacific islam-hopping 
franO!h.a to Iwo Jimawith the 615thAircraftWarning 
Regiment -- am, he prowl y says today 'becaning 
proficient in Fnglish with the help ol many good 
buddies, a lot of reading, and listening to the 
radio." 1--k also prou:lly cecalls, "it was during this 
time that I finally received my Certificate of lhi tcd 
States Citizenship." 

He ceturned to the States in March 1945 and was 
assigned to an Anny OD unit \\tlen a review of his 

(-:: records reflected his fonner Belgian ~lice back
"-..;'. growxl. Following CID training he mmediately 

req.iestcd assigrment to the European Theatec. Pierre 
was roost anxious to return to f'-lrope and locate his 

first instead of going bane to my 
wife and enjoying a restful 

weekend." He was told to report to UiAFE Head- . 
q.iarters imnediately, meet a Willian Carpenter am · 
then accanpany this person to Switzerland on the 
following day am £ran there to lnglam to assist him 
in a fraud investigation of high- level intecest, 
During their travels together he learned that 
'Mister" C.arpenter was, in fact, G:,lenel Willian a 
C.arpenter, CSI's first ~ty Director urder (then 
'Mister'' Josqn F. Guroll, ow first Director am 
row an Iboorary Mamer of this Association. Colonel 
Carpentec described for Pjerre the newly formed 
afice of Special Investigaticns and, m1en Pierre 
e~~essed entlrus_iasm about. j oinin~ it, told him to 
v1s1t the CSI Directorate 1n \Vash1ngtoo m-ien he re
turned to the States. Piecre did so in September 
1948, was assigµed to the old 00 1 at Westover AH3, 

(Ont i.tn.ied next page) 
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Pierre Reysan (Gntiwed £ ran preceding page) 

W., arxl graduated £ran the Q;I School in 1950. In 
1952, he was returned to Germany to the old South 
Geanany District arxl began 'Mlat became a long, long 
love affair with the Bitburg ~tadment. In 1956, he 
was reassigned for a short two arxl a half year tour 
at 00 4 \diere1 Pierre tells me, he ''worked for one of 
the DDSt worxierful persons I ever had the the priv
ilege to serve. Hu name was Oiar lie Sither." 
(Otarlie. was a fonner distinguished Meo:her ~ died 
<n 20 Jaruary 1984.) Pierre returned to the Bitbw:g 
~tachnent in 1958 an:! has remained there ever since. 
1-k retired £ran the military as a M/Sgt ~ecial ~ent 
on 1 May 1961, and established another precedent 
\dien, through the good efforts of Mer:rber Bm Hueleaf 
of Vacaville, 0\ (then ro 70s Mnin Olief), Menner 
Dan D:movan of G>sta Mesa, 0\ (then of the Bitburg 
~tachuent) an:! deceased Mcni>er Spencer W. Raynor 
(then the 00 70 Caunanler), Pierre's military slot 
was changed to a civilian position. Today he is a 
~-12. H:: says "I will forever be grateful to them. 
Their unselfish efforts have th.is far given me 23 
(more) years of happiness in the type of work I 
started approximately 40 years ago." __ 

Hlving learned the Pierre's wife, Louise, was 
lmcrican an:! that they have been married for nearly 
forty years, I asked him hem they had met. 1--k wrote 
that, prior to going to the Belgian Ihi>assy in Wash
ingt<n, he had been cmvalescing £ran his injuries at 
the h001e of f dends on Lonf · 
Islarxl, ~ 1--k rcmmi>ers wel 

_____ . _ _ __ _ _ .AFOSISA NEWSLETTER _ __ 11_, 

inevitable separations, she always, to this day, 
welcanes me home with a smile and a word of 
encooragernent 'Mlen I occasionally appear tired or 
discooraged aboot my work. Sle has never asked me 
q.iestions regarding any of my assigrments. Sle just 
<loes her ut:trost to make my hane life pleasant arxl 
relaxing." 

Knowing that Pierre is 70 years ''young," I asked 
him about his plans for the future. 1-r. replied, " I 
intern to do \mat I have been doing for the past 45 
years. I do not want to retire an:! I hope to be able 
to provide a good day's work for the next ten years 
at least! I an a very hawy man. I an happy at bane; 
I am happy with my work -- slap-happy perhaps, but 
happy just the same. Cest cela qui compte! As I 
have said on many occasions, I work as if I were to 
live to be 100 aoo enjoy· life as if each day was to 
be my 1 as t one on ear th. I firxl 1 if e truly beautiful 
at~ I thank QxJ for the sanchow diff irul t rrm~ts I 
have experienced in the past, for, how could one 
really appreciate the beauty of Spring if one has 
never experienced the hardships of Winter?'' 

As I wrotf earlier, i't took a lot of corres
ponlence to obtain the full Pierre Reysenn story -
arxl nos t of it with fonner Bi tburg Ixtachnent Detcos 
am personnel. Pierre reluctantly am only with ann
twisting, replied only to specific questioos I put to 
him. His admirable modesty is apparent in an 11 
hlgust 1984 letter I received £ran him: ''I, in all 

~-1~ 
' " 

-- I 

sitting on the £root porch me 
a£ temooo in the ~ring of 1940, 
with an ami arxl leg in plaster 
casts, locking, he wrote, 1 ike 
"Pepe le Pew," \dien a yamg lady 
named Louise an:lher two sisters 
came to visit. ''Ibey were very 
channing arxl elegantly dressed 
and I looked like a bull fro'1 
MlO had caught typlOid fever.' 
He says ''It nwt have been love 
at first sight _as I could not 
speak a word of mgl ish arxl she 
could not speak French." Pierre 
an:! Louise became engaged to be 
married in O:tober 1941, shortly 
before his departure for the 
Pacific. They were to marry in 
March 1945, when he returned 
frmn the Paci£ ic Theater. He 
says, "A£ ter 3 and one half 
years of seperation, she was 
there waiting for me at New 
York's Pemsylvania Railroad 
Statim. lhmgs have not 

December 1972 photo of Pierre and Louise at a formal function of 

changed 1IUch during the past 40 
General years, except that our 

the Belgian Infantry School CTficer 's Oub at Arion, Belgiun. 

separations have beccme shorter 
am that our love for one another has becane . finer 
am deeper. Louise has been, arxl still is, an exan
pl e for many yoWlg CSI wives to fol low. She has 
never questioned my faithfulness as a husband, 
althouidl my assillJD)Clits have norc than once keot me 
away fra:r, hooie aoo, regardless of the length of our 

sincerity, rrust say that my life was not nuch di£
£ etent than the 1 if e of anyone else of my gene rat ion. 
The only difference one coold perhaps f ioo, is that 
God and Lhcl e Sam have been very good to me. You 

(Contirued on next page) 
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Pierre Reyscm (G:ntincd fran preceding page) 
(1_7.-:: : 

\.;.J' see, Bob, Gxl gave me the privilege of live a healthy 
and active life for 70 years, and lhcle San was kinl 
enough to keep me on his payroll for 43 of those 
years." . · 

lmq all the people I cootacted for backgroonl 
infoonatioo on Pierre, oot one fails to hold him in 
the highest esteem Following are m.ly a few select
ed cannmts by fonner Bi tburg Detcos and Detachnent 
Agents. Illtes reflect their yea.rs at Bi tburg with 
Pierre. 

Mamer Bob Ratliff of Sacramento, CA (1952-
1953): 'the of my very favorite people. The m>st 
colorful am capable CSI Agent I ever worked with. 
His slight accent, suaveness, gentlemanliness and 
imnaculate awearance ranirxJed me of Charles Boyer. 
I opened the Bitburg Detachnent am Pierre was both 
aoother right hand am left hard. He was a superior 
agent in every aspect of the CSI mission. lli>eliev
ably honest. He spent 3-4 days in Brussels m.e time 
retaining an inp>rtant official Belgian document 
needed by the l&m CSI Director Jmn Muray. \\hen 
he returned to Bitburg he re/used to submit an 
apmse voucher on the basis of having stayed with 
friends in Brussels. I later learned that the 
"friends" were a Mr. &: Mi:s. LeBrun. Mr. LcBrun was 
the Belgian eq.iivalent of our own J. &lgar 1-bover. 

, This was the level of contacts Pierre had throughout 
~,;._i; the Bit~g area of respoosibility. My gr~ child

, ~- ren still ref er to Reysenns as 'thde Pierre" and 
•~t Louise!' 

Member DmDooonn of Costa Mesa, C.a (1959-
1960): ''Pierre was the m>st distinguished swearing 
!'gent I've ever kmwn. He had the appearance of a 
high level diplomat. He spoke French, Walloon, 
mglish am Geonan am had W>Clievahle contacts at 
the highest levels. He's the m.ly non-Belgian mili
tary J?CtSon I known of M10 was regularly invited to 
the buthday parties of Belgiwi's King Batdoin. He 
was gracious am kinl on~ty am off ~ty. I wi 11 
never forget his entertaining us at his bane with his 
professional accordian playing." 

Member Bill 1-bwser of Brandywine, M) (1961-
1965): ''There are no words to describe Pierre's 
cootributions to CSII He was without peer in both a 
and Criminal work. His rapport with the highest 
levels of goverrments, inchding NX10 Headquarters, 
within our Detadment jurisdiction was without paral
lel. He was, without doubt, C5I's best agent for 
gathering infonnaticn fran foreign countries." 

l'.icmxr Jar Zink of Dlncanville, 1X (1970-1973): 
''Pierre and I made many 1D'x' trips together and I 
thiri< I got to know him better than rros t. He told me 
frequently, "I love my joo," am I know he die!. 1-k 

, · ; really enjoyed long hours am difficult assigrments. 
~,) UJ.ring my time at Bitburg, Pierre was having severe 

back problems Miich req.aired surgery. The surgeon 
told him to r~in at heme for 30 days after he left 
the hospital; Pierre was back at work in less than 10 

days. He was an epicure of good food and it was 
always a delight to have dinner with Pierre and 
Louis. His investigative versatility in every area 
was amazing. His continental manner and elefant 
appearance always ranio:fed me of Maurice Oieva ier. 
Louise is an equally channing person." 

Lt Colcnel Ed Drane Oq,.ity District Gmnarder, 
00 70, Wiesbaden, Gennany (1974-1977): ''Pierre is 
sincerely the nicest persro I have ever met; a true 
gentleman. He is geruinely interested in you as a 
perscn, always exhibiting wannth am f rierdliness 
~ich makes yru feel you have gained s~thing extra 
fran your association with him. There is Ii terally 
nothing he would not do for you or your fanily. Ch 
the job, Pierre is one of the most dedicated and 
loyal Agents with Mtich I have served. Over the 
years, he has done what was necessary to get the 
mission accCJl\)lished, often at great personal sacri
fice. I coosider it an honor .to be an associate am 
f rierd of Pierre Reysenn." 

Affiliate Member Colonet ·Dboatd F. Jones, 
District Ccomander, ro 70, Wiesbaden, Germany: 
'Pierre is the epitane of the perfect l1aiscn off
.icer. His gentlemanly ways cause people to like him 
instantly and, within mirutes, to share everything 
they koow. He has a great influence on all of us in 
ro 70. As the District Conmander, I'm just happy 
Pierre never learned the word 'retire.' He keeps us 
}'OlE8 guys on our toes." 

·Remarkable, loyal, professional, steadfast, 
dependable, patriotic, caring sincere, joyousi 
mxlest, elegant, tenacious, ccnpassionate are al 
words Miich can be used to describe Pierre Reysenn. 

And, of course, unforgettable. 

(Sane biograp,ical data was extracted £ran the 1976 
Anniversary Edition of AR:5l's ''Ihe Reliance," 
entitled ''Pierre Reysem - A Living Legerd," am £ran 
the June 5, 1981 is sue of the Bi tburg AB week.I y paper 
''Scyblazer ," entitled Pierre Res em, CBI Agent Extra
ordinaire. ") 
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Special Agent Pierre Reysenn works at his desk. (U.S. Air Force Photo) 

Homecoming ends long journey 

war's end brings return to family 
by SA Pierre Reysenn 

AFOSI Detachment 701 J 

It was on a Saturday in May 1945. For 
thousands of people, this was just 
another day, similar to the one just past 
and a replica to the one to come. To me, 
however, this day had a special signifi
cance for I had longed for it many years. 
Six years and three months to be exact. 
You see, this was the end of my long, 
long journey home. 

( ) The journey 

At the time of my story, I was riding 
a train in war torn Belgium with a con
tingent of U.S. soldiers. They were 
enroute from Germany to the French 

Riviera for a well earned rest. I, well I 
was just bumming a ride to complete the 
last lap of my journey which had started 
in the Central Pacific. 

Each turn of the wheels, each puff of 
the engine was bringing me closer and 
closer to my hometown, where, with a 
mixture of joy and apprehension I was 

· hoping to find my family as I left it in 
April 1939. 

On that day, 45 years ago now, I had 
been sent by the Belgian Government to 
the New York World's Fair. I was 
assigned as a special guard at the Belgian 
building. 

Before completion of my assignment, 
Belgium was invaded by the Nazis, King 

Leopold had capitulated and the Belgian 
Government was in exile. At that time, 
I was given the choice to go back to my 
home country and resume my duties as 
a gendarme under the Nazi rule, or to 
remain in the United States as a dis
placed person. I chose the latter, enlisted 
in the U.S. military service, volunteered 
for overseas duty and was sent to Oahu, 
Hawaii. Two months after my arrival 
there, the Japanese made their surprise 
attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Now, after three and one-half years 
in the Pacific theater of operations, the 
crossing of one continent and twq 
oceans, I was coming home at last. 

(Continued next page) 
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© Almost home if I didn't do some fast talking, he might 
summon help from the men in the con
tingent and forcibly take me back to the 
train bound for the Riviera. 

( ·.:I , ~-___.." 

I was sitting in my train compartment, 
unaware of the noise, jokes and songs 
by the other fellows. I was just sitting 
there, alone with my thoughts and ex
pectations, watching the countryside, · 
and reminiscing. 

Finally, I saw the railroad sign for 
"Jemelle." It was the last stop before 
reaching my hometown of Marche-en
Famenne, located eleven kilometers 
(seven miles) from that station. 

But sir! 

The colonel, was gently but firmly 
leading me back toward the train. 
Soldiers who were watching the incident 
were impatiently hollering, "Come on 
Mac! Snap ...... ! ! The train won't 

"Sergeant . . . Where in the heck 
do you think you're going?" 

With my duffle bag on my shoulder, 
I left the train. As I was hurrying toward 
the exit I heard someone calling, 
"Sergeant!" Thinking the call was 
meant for someone else, I kept on go
ing. It was not long, however, before I 
was taken by the arm and spun around 
while an angry voice was saying, 
"Where in the heck do you think you 
are going?" I faced my questioner and 
realized that a lieutentant colonel (most 
likely the officer in charge of the con
tingent) was speaking to me. 

Panicked 

I dropped my duffle bag and stood at 
attention replying: "Sir, I am · going 
home." For a moment, the officer re
mained speechless. Then, the expression 
of annoyance leaving his face, he said 
in a so.othing voice, "Why, that's 
wonderful sergeant! I too am going 
home! Come on, we'll go back togeth
er!" The good man was firmly con
vinced that I needed medical attention!! 
I, of course, did not share his opinion 
and began worrying at the thought that 

wait all day!" I, getting more panicked 
by the moment, kept pleading with my 
superior, begging him to let me go. "I'm 
not going over the hill. I'm not crazy. 
I'm going home to see my folks. They 
live close by, only eleven kilometers 
(seven miles) from the railroad station 
of Jemelle." 

The officer, understandably, was do
ing his utmost to sell me on his point of 
view. We would go home together and 
nothing else. "Besides," he said, "It 
would be much more fun to travel with 
the rest of the boys than to go home all 
by myself." 

Finally, like a drowning person reach
ing for a floating object, I reached in my 
coat pocket for my travel orders (a thing 
I would have normally done if it had not 
skipped my mind in all that excitement) 
and presented the colonel the undeniable 
proof that my trip to the Belgian town 
of Marche-en-Famenne, was not the 
product of my imagination. 

The officer read, and re-read the 
orders, to make sure I was not pulling 
a fast one on him and then handed them 
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back to me with a big smile, a word of 
apology and the most sincere wish of 
"Good Luck!" I ever heard. 

I thanked the colonel ," picked up my 
duffle bag and, noticing an elderly 
l3elgian railroad employee who had 
witnessed the incident, asked him in 
Walloon: "Kinochez bin Djoosef 
Reysenn?" (Do you know Joseph 
Reysenn?) 

I must mention here that my father 
had been employed at this same railroad 
station for ~pproximately 25 years and 
was still working at Jemelle when I went 
to the United States in 1939. 

The man, after undoubtedly trying 
unsuccessfully to figure out how an 
American GI could speak the local 
,dialect so fluently, told me that he had 
not seen Joseph Reysenn since the begin
ning of the war. I then inquired as to the 
possibility of making a telephone call to 
Marche-en-Famenne. The good man 
replied that it was quite impossible to 
contact Marche by phone due to the fact 
that the lines were destroyed. 

Hometown boy 

Finally, after some hesitation and at 
the risk of appearing nosey, the old fel
low gathered enough boldness to ask me 
where I had learned to speak Walloon 
so fluently. After having explained to him 
that "Djoosef Reysenn" was my father 
and that the reason for my speaking his 
local dialect was because I was born and 
had lived most of my life near his own 
hometown, the old man dropped his 
tools, grabbed me by the arm and burst 
out excitedly, "Come on son, let's call 
him up!" 

As if by a miracle, the telephone com
munications between Jemelle and 
Marche were re-established. The good 
man graciously placed the official 
railroad telephone at my disposal and I 
finally was able, after six long years, to 
speak to my father. To my great relief 
he assured me that everyone in the fami
ly was alive. 

About one hour later I completed my 
long journey home and was happily 
reunited with my family in the cellar of 
our bombed-out house. That night, for 
the first time, I cried while thanking 
God. 
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· During its history _Bitburg has been 
under ma,iy counqi.es' _rule at various 
times: Luxembourg, _Spain, Austria, 
France and Prussia. It suffered ; .: 

· extens1vely in the 30-Years' ~ar _,i'_" 
between the French and Germans during 
the 19th century and during World War 

, II. On Christmas Day 1944, it was 
· officially declared a de~d city. · 

The city which r~se from the 
wreckage has become ~ cultural and 
economic center 41 the south Eifel · 
region. The air base is the large~t · ~ .. 

· employer in the area, followed by the 
Bitburger Pils brewery, the fourth 
best-seller pilsner beer in West 
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: · ~1~0~:~~~~ .. :i~~.-·\ ·~ ... ~ :~ ~f~~i-· ·.~~~ -: ·. ---·~1~ .. ·~~.· ~. •-.~~~.~.-.. ~.-.~.~ ,BJTBlJRG, West Gmiuiny <l'J-Here u fM tat of • crimes of uii: ss must rank among the most·h o . :-!: the middle mth.~• , . . i!tll!•th~~ · : ih1fi~~ IY.,i>fJj~ ~~u(~ ·str.u,g1~tlif~ ..,-,'y 
nmarka~byPrmdentReaganattMU.S.air ; 1n human history. But.others buried there w~;;,1 the Bulge ap~ ~ . -~ : : ~ ypjmg:. J ~~~ao~-~ bot. !)Omple~, for today- m):~ 9! .,_ ,':.._,·.;;:· 
Ila# at Bitburg, after hiB visit to a German military . simply sol'!-iers In the German .army. How many- " ·American soldi!!1'8~~• , • •. door:..:,stap'dlng .. ~Id_!sstillcastin,totalitariandarlmess. · • · · • ~ .; 
cemetery: . . . . , · · • ::. .· ·,-.,~_,-·,.-: were fanatical followers of a dictator and willfu,lly i In the snow, lost ,~ c(~ ·lines. All we~ .. ~ -'t)lvllll.tl'...;,,t"l'!) years ago, President Jo~ F. Ken-. ., 

· . · ·• · · ,L · - ·. · · carri~ out his crut:1 orders? And how many w~ · frostbitten; one was~ .~ded.' E1!p1 tho1,1&h. ;',,. edy·t.:t_npo-the Be~lin Wall and proclaimed that 
I have just come from the cemetery where . conscnpts, forced into _service during the de~ . sheltering the enemy -,_l)~le by death, she ~:,h~,, loo,\ ~ as a Berliner. Today, fteedom-l_oylng 

_ ~rmanwardeadlayat~Noop~couldvisithere throes of the Nazi war machine? We do·not know. · took them in andina~ de.tfi~a~ perwithsom_eof , peopleai;o~d theworldmU:Btll!IY: IamaBerliner'.I 
without deep '.111d conflicting emotio~. I felt great _ Many, however, we know from the dates on th~ - her last food. · (./ft. · · - ., , . f._,,;M,~ o-:, ":),·:, .,_ ~·t'< ... IUII a Je'!l',.W. !! w_orld still threatened b;y anti-Sellll-
sadness that history_ could be filled with such w~te, tombstones, were only teen-agers at the tune. And then, theyh· ~ -lm~k ~t th~ door. _ ¥. ~ , l.'!P11 '11. Afghan, and I 8II\ a pnsoner of ~e 
destruction, and evil. But my heart was also lifted ' There Is one boy buried there who died a week This time four ·German ~d{ers stood· there, The : •gulag, I am P: refugee In a crowded boat foundenng 
by the knowledge that from the ashes has come · before his 16th birthday. " ...... , , · W, _ woman wu afl'llid, but 9Ae gtilckiy'said with a firm ; off the · ~ - of Vietnam, I ~ _a Lao~an; .• • 
h~, and that from the terrors .of the past we hai.:e There were thousands of such soldiers to wh~ voice, "There willbe:no·shooting here." She made · .- Cambodian,_ a :~ban and a Miskito Indian - in : 
b~t 40 years of peace and freedom-and reconcili- ·Nazism meant no more than a brutal end· to a short all the soldiers lay ·down thelt weapons, and they all ' _. Nicaragua._!, too, am a potential victim of totalitari- . 
ation_amo~ournati~ns. . _ , _ - , life. We do not believe in collective guilt. Only qqa joined in the makeshlft,m~ .Helnz and Willi, it . a¢sn1--·•·l~~ ,,,,~-· -· .• ,.... : - , . · · ·: . 
~ Vl8lt has stirred many ~otions in . the • can look into the human heart.· All these men have ·turned out, were only. 16:.::'J1le corporal was the -. The <>ne lesson of World War II, the one lesson of 

Amencan and _German peo~l~, too. I have r~e1ved now met their supreme ju~ge, apd they have befn oldest at 23. Their natural8118Picion dissolve!i in the · Nazism, ~ Qlat ~eedom must always be stronger 
many letters smce first di:c1dlng to come to B1tburg judged by him, as we shall all be judged. . . flt _ warmth and comfort .of the ClOttsge. One of the than totali~m. and that good must always be 
cemetery, some _su1_1portive, others deeply con- Our duty today Is to mourn the human wreckage Germans, a former. medl~ student, tended the stronger thari evil The moral meuure of our two 
cerned and queStiorung, others OPP?5ed. Some old , of totalitarianism, and. today, in Bitburg cemetery, · wounded American. :'-~t',:.,,:~-,,. ·"-•~- · 1· nations Wi!,l be found jil the_ resolve we show to ' 
wounds have beei:3 reopened, and this I regret very . we commemorated the potential good and humanity Now, listen -to the resf, of the. story through th~ pres~rve libe~y, t<? protect life,_ and to honor and 
much, because this s~o~d be a ~e of h~allng. To that was consumed back then, 40 years ago. Perhaps eyes of one who was th~. now a. grown man,. but chens_h all God s children. 
the ve~rans and families of Amencan ~ervicemen if that 15-year-old sofdier had lived, he would have that young laq__ that ,!184 been· her son •. He · said, . . That is why the-free, ilemocratic Federal Repub-
who still carry the scars and feel ~~ painful_ losses joined his fellow countrymen in building this new "Then mother said grace.1 noticed that there were lie of Germany is such a profound and hopeful 
of that war, our, gest~ of recon~iJ!ation with the democratic Federal Republic of Germany devoled tears in her eyes as she said ~e ol~ ,fl!Jililiar words, .-;~tament to the human spirit. Vf e cannot un<!,<>_ the 
German people today~ no way~ our love fo human · . . · .-. . f : · - ·• ";:u,t .. Y,t~.:\~ ~t-~i,.' K o·m m , cnme& _and wars of yesterday, nor call th~ millions 
and honor for those w~o _fought and died for our dignity and · · ' · ' -·,"" •Herr ·J'esus. - _back to life. But we can give meaning to the past by 

:u:!I:he::.~.?:.~~a~;~rd~:;.:«::a: :,i:e f::!~= -'We aive' ~eaning i the past by.1'e;~g~~ i i =~st: :.~~ . ~o:!: =~~d~e:t~t~Jo~~-h~~ 
that~ the freedom of_millio~ m Europe an_d that we eel- · c,a Jin' _ .,.. ._ ~.-1'\-" ... ,.., , ' '.~. u I looked humanity's suffering. · · ' ·:., · -
Amenca~ystandsaslivmgtestimonythatthe!I' ebrate to- ,: : , · ·· • · --·-, · ;;_, •/ •. -.-.i~":around the . · · . 
noble sacrifice Wal! not In vam. day. Or pe~- . . l~ns and m . g a better ~tµ~e ... .-}~,;j~::.. table, I sa:w , ; Mark the Day When the _Hate Ended 

United f Freed haps his · ·. ·.-· t~· . . · '" · _. ~, .. '°'~-:'iii; .-, tears, too, in Today I traveled 220 miles from Bergen-Belsen 
· or om children or . . . .. .:'. {' the eyes of . 1q1d, I feel, 40 years in time. With the lessons of the 

No, their sacrifice wu not In vain. I have to tell 
you that nothing will ever fill me with greater hope 
than the sight of two former war heroes who met 
today at the Bitburg ceremony, each among the 
bravest of the brave, each an enemy of the other 40 
years ago, each a witness to the horrors of war. But 
today they can1e together, American and German, 
Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway and Gen. Johanner 
Steinhoff, reconciled and united for freedom, they 
reached over the graves to one another like 
brothers and grasped their hands In peace. 

To the survivors of the Holocaust: Your terrible 
· ·Bllffering has made you ever _vigilant against evil. 
Many of you are worried that reconciliation means 
forgetting. I promise you, we will never forget. I 
!lave just come this morning from Bergen-Belsen, 
where the horror of that terrible crime, the 
Holocaust, was forever burned upon my memory. 
No, we will never forget, and we say with· the 
victims of that Holocaust: "Never again." 

The war against one man's totalitarian dictator
ship was not like other wars. The evil world of 
Nazism turned all values upside down. Neverthe
less, we can mourn the German war dead today u 
human beings, crushed by a vicious ideology. 

There are over 2,000 buried In Bitburg cemetery. 
Among them are 48 (sic) members of the SS. The 

his grand- ft'. . ·• ... .',.;. ,,·'l:i. ,~~•iiR 'J,.·' the battle- past firmly In our minds, we have turned a new, 
children might tie among .you here today at the weary soldiers, boys again; 80me from Ametjca, "brighter page in his~ry. One of the many who 
Bitburg Air Base, where new generations of some from Germany, allfar ~~me." . ,- _ . , . · wrote me ;ibout this visit was a young woman who 
Germans and Americans join together In friendship That night-u the storm ~ war tossed_ the _ . had recent!Y, been. bat mltzvahed. She urged me to , 
and common cause, dedicating their lives • to.· world-they had their own private armlstfce.- Th-e lay the wreath ·at Bitburg cemetery in honor of the 
preserving peace and guarding the security of the next morning the -Q:erman corporal showed the . '_future of Germany, and that is what we have done. 
free world. · - 'ff, Americans how to get ba~behlhd their own lines. On this 40th anniversary of World War II, we mark 

·Too often in the past, each war only planted the They all shook hands and went their separate ways. the day when the hate, the evil and the obscenities 
seeds of the next. We celebrate today the reconcili- · That happened to be Christmas Day, 40 years ago. ·. ended, and we commemorate the rekindling of the 
ation between our two nations that has liberated us- Those boys reconciled briefly In.the midst of war. . democratic spirit in Germany. · _ 
from that cycle of destruction. Look at '11(hat Surely, .we allies in peacetime should-honor the : _. There.is much to make us hopeful on this historic 

_ together we have -accomplished. -We who were reconciliationofthelast40years. · · , - , ;! anniversary. Oneofthesymbolsofthathopecamea 
enemies are now friends. We who were bitter To the people of Bltburg, our hosts and ·the hosts - jjttle ·while ago when we heard a German 'band 
adversaries are now the strongest of allies. In the of our servicemen, Like that generous woman 40 . ' playing the American · national anthem, aild an 
place of fear we have sown trust, and out of the years ago, you make-us feel yery_ welcome. Vielen ·American band playing the German national an-
ruins of war bu blossomed an enduring peace. Tens dank (Thank you) . -.., --- • ·-' "' • : _ _ ~ ,,'"'' · T> them. While much of the world still huddles in the 
of thousands of Americans have served in this town And to the men and wom'en of Bltbilrg Air Base, r· · darkne_ss of oppression, we can see a new dawn of 
over the years. As the mayor of Bitburg has said, in just ~ant to say that we know that, even with such .. ·, freedom sweeping: the globe. And ~e ~ see-in 
that time there have been some 6,000 marriages wonderful hosts, your job is not an easy one . . You -the l)ew democracies of Latin Amenca, in the new 
between Germans and Americans, and many thou- serve around the clock, far from home, always economic freedoms and prosperity in Asia, In the 
sands of children have come from these unions. This ready to defend freedom: We are grateful, and we're · · slow movement toward peace in the Middle East, 
Is the real symbol of our future together, a future .to very proud of you. · ., _ · " .. ' · -. - and in the . strengthening alliance of democratic 
·be filled with hope, friendship and freedom. Four decades ago, we waged a great war to lift nations in Europe and America-that the light from 

The hope we see now could sometimes even be the darkness of evil from the world, to let men and 'that dawn Is growing stronger. · _ 
glimpsed in the darkest days of the .war. I'm women in this country and in every country live in · Together let us gather in_ that light, and walk out 
thinking of one special story-that of a mother and the sunshine of liberty. Our victory wu great, and of the shadow. Let us live_in peace. Thank you, and 
her young son living alone in a modest cottage In the Federal Republic'. Italy, and Japan are now in- God bless you all. ' 
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4-22-85 

My Fellow American 

I'm writing to give you my support for your attempt to heal 

the divisive wounds of WWII. 

The ss dead who lie in the cemetery at Bitburg are dead in 

spirit - they gave no life to the world. 

The victims of WWII, those who dies at the hands of the SS 

everywhere, live on in spirit. Their lives and deaths have 

committed us to prevent the rise to power of those who would 

mislead us . 

The trip to Bitburg and elsewhere, is not to honor the deeds 

of those who were anti-life. Yes, there happens to be SS buried 

at Bitbur~. Those dead are not to be honored, just forgiven. 

The Jewish people, like all peoples, must learn to rise 

above the transgressions of the past. They must forgive, not 

forget. 

As the President of the U.S. you lead the American people. 

Adolf Hitler mis-lead his people - The German People. The world 

must share the grief wrought by WWII. 

It will be in this spirit - the spirit of America - and 

Americans - that precedes you. Yes, expect the international 

press to attempt to destroy what you attempt. Remember, you have 

been elected by the American people. If some of us choose to 

divide ourselves within, such as the Jewish citizens seem to 

be doing, then leave them behind, shake their dust from your shoes. 

The symbolism of your act will serve to raise the spirit of America 

worldwide. Your acts are the acts of the American people. Stick 

to your guns! 

. ;.... .... 

l 
I 
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Finally, 

Page 2 

visiting the grave of a Sullivan -

Private Joseph Sullivan, Co. M. 148th Infantry, 37th Infantry Div., 

buried at Meuse-Argonne American cemetery #1232, Romagne-Sous 

Montfaucon, France. Pvt. Sullivan's death is symbolic of 

everyrnan's death, every family's grief, every nation's sacrifice, 

every soldier's fear. Even though Private Sullivan's sacrifice 

brought us to victory, his absence, perhaps has prevented, us from 

attaining our fullness, as a nation, as a world, as a family. The 

death of any person diminishes our potential, expecially a death 

that was preventable. 

As a world leader, our responsibility is great. Our actions 

are criticized. "We should leave Tyranny alone - as long as it is 

not within our borders." Yet the question remains - had we acted 

against Adolf Hitler, had Leaders been courageous enough to strike 

Adolf Hitler down, what outcome would we be living with? How great 

would the German nation be? How great would those nations -who struck 

Adolf Hitler's evil be? 

Today - when do we strike the spirit of Adolf Hitler? Do we 

wait until he wins? Do we remain the nice guy - till he shows us 

his true spirit? Or do we risk condemnation by striking first? 

Do we recognize the evil spirit of men and mis-leaders and then, 

collectively, strike them down before they strike us down? Perhaps 

if we had acted this way in 1939 we would have prevented WWII! How 

will we prevent WWIII? I think part of the answer lies in Secretary 

Schultz' comments to Jewish leaders - "Let us be as wise as the 
j 

serpent but as peaceful as the dove." 

God be with you - ahead of you, behind you - on your left -

on your right. 

LCS 

~. 



President Ronald Reagan 
The Wbi te House 
Washington, D. Co 

Dear President Reagan, 

April 13, 1985 

lour decision to place a wreath in a Nazi cementery vas the 
right one for many reasons. 

As President it was right for the large Tiew to the future. 
It lays a foundation stone tor Peace through conciliation. 

Politically, it was right because it shows respect tor a 
staunch ally. 

As a Christiani~ is right because it shows charity. 
Chtietians are called to forgiTe. Yithout forgiTeness ve are 
chained to the past. In torgiTing we recogni&e our mutual 
humanity. In forgiTi.Dg enemies we inTite forgiTenees and create 
a hopeful ambient for positiTe interaction. 

For a long while ve haTe been burdened by the horror ot the 
holocaust. The Jewish outcry, their pain is deeply understand• 
able. The allied soldiers whose liTes ve~e deeply disrupted, 
those who were disabled, and vbo sav their comrades die, haT• 
suffered great anguish. 

It i• now time for a courageous use of that horror in a 
constructiTe bopeful · «iant step toward peace. Let us remember 
that many nations haTe had their holocausts, their moral lapses, 
their Bangladeshes, t eir desaparecidos, their Bataan death 
marches, their MyLais. 

It is time for world neighbors to lay doYll their burden of 
past injustices a.nd to create a climate for PEACE. 

Sincerely, 
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Official Name: 
Italian Republic 

Italy 
United States Department of State 
Bureau of Public Affairs 

February 1980 

PROFILE 

People 

POPULATION: 56.9 million (1979). 
ANNUAL GROWTH RATE: 0.5% (1979). 
ETHNIC GROUPS: Primarily Italian, but 
small groups of German-, French-, 
Slovene-, and Albanian-Italians. REU
GION: Roman Catholic. LANGUAGE: Ital
ian. EDUCATION: Years com'])'Ulsory-8. 
Percentage attendance-not available. 
Weracy-93%. HEALTH: Infant mm-tal
ity rate-not available. Life expectancy-
70 yrs. WORK FORCE (20.1 million) 
(1978): Agriculture-15%. Industry and 
commerce-38%. Services-46%. 
Government-not available. 

Geography 

AREA: 301,223 sq. km. (116,303 sq. mi.); 
about the size of Ga. and Fla. combined. 
CITIES: Capital-Rome (pop. 2.6 million). 
Other cities-Milan, Naples, Florence. 
TERRAIN: Mostly rugged and mountain
ous. CLIMATE: Generally mild 
Mediterranean. 

Government 

TYPE: Republic. DATE OF INDE
PENDENCE: June 2, 1946. CONSTITU
TION: January 1, 1948. 

BRANCHES: Executive-President 
(Chief of State); Council of Ministers 
(Cabinet), headed by the President of the 
Council (Prime Minister). Legislative
bicameral (630-Member Chamber of Dep
uties, 322-Member Senate). Judicial-an 
independent Constitutional Court. 

SUBDIVISIONS: 93 Provinces, 20 
regions. 

POLITICAL PARTIES: Christian 
Democratic, Italian Communist, Italian 
Socialist, Italian Social Movement, Social 
Democratic, Republican, Liberal, Radical. 
SUFFRAGE: Universal over 18. 

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT BUD
GET: Not available. 

DEFENSE: 7.1% of proposed central 
government budget. 

. FLAG: Three vertical bands-green, 
white, and red. 

Economy 

GDP: $266 billion (1978). ANNUAL 
GROWTH RATE: 2.6% (1978). PER CAP
ITA INCOME: $3,040. AVG. RATE OF 
INFLATION LAST 4 YRS.: 15.3%. 

NATURAL RESOURCES: Fish, 
dwindling natural gas reserves. 

AGRICULTURE (7% of GDP): 
Products-wheat, rice, grapes, olives, cit
rus fruits. 

INDUSTRY: Types-automobiles, 
machinery, chemicals, textiles, shoes. Per
centage of GDP-43. 

TRADE (1977): Exports-$45 billion: 
machinery and transport equipment, tex
tiles, foodstuffs, chemicals, footwear. 
/mport.s-$47.6 billion: machinery and 
transport equipment, foodstuffs, ferrous 
and nonferrous metals, wool, cotton, petro
leum. Partners-FRG (20%), France (16%), 
UK (5%), Benelux countries (7%), US (7%), 
USSR(3%). · 

OFFICIAL EXCHANGE RATE: 852 
lire=US$1 (May 1979); 1978 avg.: 848 
lire=US$1. 

MEMBERSHIP IN INTERNA
TIONAL ORGANIZATIONS: UN and its 
specialized agencies, NATO, OECD, EC, 
Western European Union, Council of 
Europe, INTELSAT. 



PEOPLE 

Italy is linguistically and religiously 
homogeneous but culturally, econom
ically, and politically diverse. Ninety-nine 
percent of the people are nominally 
Roman Catholic, but political power is 
divided among eight or more political 
parties, ranging from neo-Fascist to 
Communist. 

Italy has the fifth highest density in 
Europe-about 186 persons per square 
kilometer (483 per sq. mi.). Minority 
groups are small, the largest being the 
German-speaking people of Bolzano Prov
ince and the Slovenes around Trieste. 
Other groups are the ancient communi
ties of Albanian, Greek, Ladino, and 
French origin. Although Roman Catholi
cism is the official religion, all religious 
faiths are provided equal freedom before 
the law by the Constitution. 

Italian culture flowered in the 
Renaissance during the 14th century. 
The achievements in literature, such as 
Dante's Divine Comedy and Petrarch's 
sonnets; in philosophy, such as the ideas 
of St. Thomas Aquinas and Galileo Gali
lei ; and in painting, sculpture, and other 
fine arts, such as the works of Leonardo 
da Vinci , Raphael, Botticelli, Fra Ange
lico, and Michelangelo, exerted a tre
mendous and lasting influence on the 
development of Western civilization. In 
the 19th century, the Italian Romantic 
opera flourished through composers 
Gioacchino Rossini, Giuseppe Verdi , and 
Giacomo Puccini, and their tradition 
continued well into the 20th century. 
Opera is still a national passion. Con
temporary Italian artists, writers, film
makers, architects, composers, and 
designers contribute much to Western 
culture. 

HISTORY 

Modern Italian history dates from 1870 
with the unification of the entire penin
sula under King Victor Emmanuel II of 
the House of Savoy. From 1870 until 
1922, Italy was a constitutional 
monarchy with a parliament elected 
under limited suffrage. 

During World War I, Italy 
denounced its standing alliance with 
Germany and Austria-Hungary and in 
1915 entered the war on the side of the 
Allies. Under the post-World War I set
tlement, Italy received some former Aus
trian territory along the northeast fron
tier. In 1922 Benito Mussolini came to 
power and, in the course of the next few 
years, eliminated the old political par
ties, curtailed personal liberties, and 
installed a Fascist dictatorship called the 
Corporate State. The King, with little or 

Via Condotti walking street and the Span
ish Steps, Rome. 

no power, remained 'titular Head of 
State. 

World War II found Italy allied with 
Germany. Italy declared war on the Uni
ted Kingdom and France in 1940. Fol
lowing the Allied invasion of Sicily in 
1943, Italy became a cobelligerent of the 
Allies against Germany. A noteworthy 
popular resistance movement was con
ducted, especially in central and north
ern Italy, against the remaining Ger
mans, who were finally driven out in 
April 1945. The monarchy ended in a 
plebiscite in 1946, and a Constituent 
Assembly was elected to draw up the 
plans for the present Republic. 

Under the 1947 peace treaty, minor 
adjustments were made in Italy's fron
tier with France; the eastern border area 
was transferred to Yugoslavia; and the 
area around the city of Trieste was 
designated as a Free Territory. In 1954 
the Free Territory, which had remained 
under the administration of U.S.-British 
forces (Zone A, including the city of 
Trieste) and Yugoslav forces (Zone B), 
was divided between Italy and Yugosla
via, principally along the zonal bound
ary. This arrangement was made per
manent under the Italian-Yugoslav 
Treaty of Osimo, ratified in 1977. Under 
the 1947 peace treaty, Italy also gave up 
its overseas territories and certain Medi
terranean islands. 

The Catholic Church's position in 
Italy since the end of its temporal powers 
in 1870 has been governed by a series of 
accords with the Italian Government. 
Under the Lateran Pacts of 1929, which 

were confirmed by the present Constitu
tion, the Vatican City State is recognized 
by Italy as an independent sovereign 
state. 

GEOGRAPHY 

Italy is a 1,127-kilometer (700-mile)-long 
peninsula extending into the heart of the 
Mediterranean Sea. On the west and 
south it includes the large islands of 
Sardinia and Sicily, Pantelleria, and the 
Eolian (Lipari) group. Throughout his
tory, Italy's position on the main routes 
between Europe, Africa, and the Near 
and Far East has given it great political, 
economic, and strategic importance. The 
peninsula is 69 kilometers (43 mi.) from 
Albania, and Sicily is 145 kilometers (90 
mi.) from the African mainland. 

Except for the Po Valley area in the 
north, the heel of "the boot" in the south, 
and small coastal areas, Italy is rugged 
and mountainous. The climate is gener
ally mild and "Mediterranean," but there 
are wide variations. Sicily and the south 
are comparable to southern California, 
though warmer on the average. The Alps 
and Dolomites in the north have a cli
mate similar to that of the U.S. Moun
tain States. 

GOVERNMENT 

Italy has been a democratic republic 
since June 2, 1946, when the monarchy 
was abolished by popular referendum. 
The Constitution, which was promul
gated on January 1, 1948, established a 
bicameral Parliament, a separate judi
ciary, and an executive branch composed 
of a Council of Ministers (Cabinet) and 
headed by the President of the Council 
(Prime Minister). The Cabinet, which in 
practice is composed mostly of Members 
of Parliament, must retain the confi
dence of both houses. The President of 
the Republic is elected for 7 years by 
Parliament sitting jointly with a small 
number of regional delegates. He or she 
nominates the Prime Minister, who 
chooses the other Ministers. 

Except for a few Senators, both 
houses of Parliament are popularly and 
directly elected by proportional repre
sentation. In addition to 315 elected 
Members, the Senate includes ex
Presidents and several other persons 
appointed for life according to special 
provisions of the Constitution. Both 
houses are elected for a maximum of 5 
years, but either may be dissolved before 
the expiration of its normal term and 
early elections may be called. Legislative 
bills may originate in either house and 
must be passed by a majority in both. 
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• PMS THE PRESIDENT 

WHITE HOUSE DC 

• I COMMEND YOUR DECISION TO VISIT ONE OF THE WORST NIGHTMARISH 

• SIGHTS OF MAN'S INHUMANITY TO MAN. I COMMEND YOU FOR HAVING CHOSEN 

ON THIS VISIT TO A FREE GERMANY TO EMPHASIZE THE THEME OF 

• 40 YEARS OF PEACE, FR I END SH IP AND ALL I ANCE. I UNDERSTAND, SIR, 

THAT YOUR VISIT TO THE GERMAN MILITARY CEMETERY AT BITBURG, 

• WHERE TWO THOUSAND SOILDIERS ARE BURIED, WAS UNDERTAKEN AT 

THE REQUEST OF CHANCELLOR KOHL, TO HELP PUT BEHIND OUR TWO 

• PEOPLES THE HATRED AND ENMITY THAT EXISTED BETWEEN OUR NATION'S 

DURING THE WAR. I COMMEND THAT PURPOSE OF RECONCILIATION. 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

-- - -- - -·-- - - - - -

I ALSO COMMEND YOU, SIR, FOR YOUR RECOGNITION, ON THIS 

COMING VISIT, THAT VICTORY OVER WAR CAN BEST BE ASSURED BY 

STRENGTHENING THE BONDS OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN FREE NATIONS • 

IT IS OUR HOPE THAT FREE PEOPLE EVERYWHERE WILL DRAW, FROM 

THE EVILS OF THE PAST, THE LESSONS THAT 

ALONE CAN PREVENT THEIR RECURRANCE. 

IT IS OUR FUTHER HOPE, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT AS COMMANDER

IN-CHIEF, YOU WILL REEMPHASIZE THESE MESSAGES AT APPROPRIATE 

MEMORIAL AND VETERANS DAY OBSERVANCES, HONORING THE WARD 

DEAD OF OUR OWN COUNTRY, AS YOU HAVE SO OFTEN IN THE PAST. 
BILLY RAY CAMERON 

NATIONAL COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE U.S. 

• 200 MARYLAND AVENUE N 

WASHINGTON DC 20002 
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BOX 276 
cHAPTICO, MAP.YLANP 206it 

April 17, 1985 

ent Ronald Reagan 
e House 

hington, o. c. 20006 

President: 

I applaud yQlll" dec.ision to vis..i.t-=i -Gernan-W.ar_de.ad_ 
cemet~~Y~ he men I served with in the campaigns from Normandy 
to--Austria would not resent your action. I don't remember the 
Jewish G.I.s I soldiered with showing this synthetic hate for 
the men who fought us. 

In December, 1944, l.___lgy__Qil.-a-da~~ cold-f.leei: in the 
hospital at Reims, surrounded by Germans with treilpb _ foo±..;--t.oe-s--
bl.ack -and dropping--o·f1::-· It was-Bu.1.ge" . time~ - On April 29, 1945, 
I watched our lead tank take a hit on the Autobahn-Dachau overpass. 
A single squad held up our whole armored division for an hour. 
The last day of the war I buried a young SS man near Wasserburg. 
Months later, hpme, with the mails restored, I wrote his family in 
Austria, telling them 'where he was buried. He had been drafted in 
January, killed in May. These men, too, were Hitler's victims. 

The middle-east mentality may not understand you. but 
those who served on the line, those now serving in Germany, and 
the Germans of to-day will understand and appreciate your position. 

Thank you for keeping decency alive 

RespectfullyL, f ~ 

ROBERT E. BULLARD 
(then Sergeant, now 

Captain, Infantry, retired) 

I 
I 
I 
I I 
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A THOUSANU UAYS 

the many. Of course "the State Department (as I have noticed 
so often in Latin American matters) is constitutionally opposed to 
exploiting abroad the benefits of the change in administration in 
·washington. . . . This attitude denies us one of the most powerful 
weapons we have in winning the confidence and the enthusiasm of 
other peoples." 

The State Department drafts were discarded, and Ted Sorensen 
applied his brilliant mind and pen to the European tour. On 
June 23 the President left for Germany, and the triumphal journey 
began. On June 25 he addressed himself to European issues at 
the Paulskirche in Frankfurt. He multiplied his options, speak
ing about a "democratic European Community," a "unified free 
Europe," "a united Europe in an Atlantic partnership - an en
tity of interdependent parts, sharing equally both burdens aml 
decisions." He emphasized the American commitment to Europe: 
"The United States will risk its cities to defend yours because we 
need your freedom to protect ours." But he also emphasized that 
"the choice of paths to the unity of Europe is a choice which 
Europe must make. . . . Nor do I believe that there is any one 
right course or any single final pattern. It is Europeans who are 
building Europe." 

Then on to Berlin and the wildest reception of all, three-fifths 
of the population of \Vest Berlin streaming into the streets, clap
ping, waving, crying, cheering, as if it were the second coming. 
Before paying the ordained visit to the city hall and signing the 
Golden Book, Kennedy made his first inspection of the Wall. No 

e is ever prepared for the Wall: it shocked and appalled the 
esident, and he was still angry when he came out of the city hall 
d faced the seething crowd in the Rudolf Wilde Platz, com
essed into a single excited, impassioned mass. His words were 
e but unwontedly harsh: 

There are many people in the world who really don't under
stand, or say they don't, what is the great issue between the free 
world and the communist world. 

Let them come to Berlin! 
There are some who say that communism is the wave of the 

future. 
Let them come to Berlin! 
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And there are some who say in Europe and elsewhere we can 
work with the communists. 

Let them come to Berlin! 
And there are even a few who say that it is true that com

munism is an evil system, but it permits us to make economic 
progress. 

Lass sie nach Berlin kommen ! Let them come to Berlin! 

The crowd shook itself and rose and roared like an animal. Ab
orbed in his short remarks, Kennedy hurried on. In a moment he 

concluded: "All free men, wherever they may live, are citizens of 
Berlin, and, therefore, as a free man, I take pride in the words ' lch 
bin ein Berliner.'" The hysteria spread almost visibly through 
the square. Kennedy was first exhilarated, then disturbed ; he felt, 
as he remarked on his return, that if he had said, "March to the wall 
- tear it down," his listeners would have marched. He always 
regarded crowds as irrational; perhaps a German one compounded 
the irrationality. That afternoon at the Free University he talked 
·thoughtfully about human rights and social progress: "The very 
nature of the modern technological society requires human initia
tive and the diversity of free minds. So history, itself, runs against 
the Marxist dogma, not toward it.'' 

On to Dublin the same night, where he began a blissful interlude 
f homecoming, at once sentimental and ironic. I imagine that he 
as never easier, happier, more involved and detached, more com

plexly himself, than in the next few days. So at Wexford, in the 
county which his great-grandfather had left on an inexplicable 

· adventure across the Atlantic in the 1840s, when the town presented 
him with an engraved silver and gold box, John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
said: "I am proud to have connected on that beautiful golden box 

e coat of arms of Wexford, the coat of arms of the kingly and 
f;>eautiful Kennedys, and the coat of arms of the United States.' ' He 
paused, then, "That is a very good combinatiort.' ' In Cork, after 
introducing Larry O'Brien and David Powers, beloved friends from 
IO many wars, "And then I would like to introduce to you the pastor 
at the church which I go to, who comes from Cork - Monsignor 
()'Mahoney. He is the pastor of a poor, humble flock in Palm 
Beach, Florida." After receiving honorary degrees from Trinity 
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[268] June 26 Public Papers of the Presidents 

entitled to an equal opportunity which we 
are now fighting to give them, the people in 
this country who desire not only to be free 
but to make it possible for their children to 
live better than they lived. And here in 
Western Europe and in the United States, 
where the trade union movement has played 
such an important role, I hope it will be an 
example to those who live to the south of 
us, who stand on the razor edge of moving 
into some kind of totalitarianism or develop
ing a free, progressive society, where, 
through the trade union movement, the 
fruits of progress, the fruits of production, 
can be distributed fairly to the population
not by a leader, but by the people them
selves. 

So I regard this movement as important, 
this meeting as essential, and I regard it as 
a privilege to come here. This is a great 
city. It has meant a lot in the history of the 
last 18 years. I am proud to be here with 
General Clay. Americans may be far away, 
but in accordance with what Benjamin 
Franklin said, this is where we want to be 
today. When I leave tonight, I leave and 
the United States stays. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the 
Congress Hall. In his opening remarks, he referred 
to George Meany, President, AFL-CIO; Ludwig 
Rosenberg, President of the German Federation of 
Trade Unions; Georg Leber, President of the Build
ing Trades Union; Willy Brandt, Mayor of West 
Berlin; and Chancellor Adenauer. 

:..,.._ .. 

269 Remarks in the Rudolph Wilde Platz, Berlin. 
\ • ( ,J 

\ . 

June 26, 1963 
I Alvf proud to come to this city as the guest 
of your distinguished Mayor, who has sym
bolized throughout the world the fighting 
spirit of West Berlin. And I am proud to 
visit the Federal Republic with your dis
tinguished Chancellor who for so many years 
has committed Germany to democracy and 
freedom and progress, and to come here in 
the company of my fellow American, Gen
eral Clay, who has been in this city during 
its great moments of crisis and will come 
again if ever needed. 

Two thousand years ago the proudest 
boast was "civis Romanus sum." Today, 
in the world of freedom, the proudest boast 
is "/ch bin ein Berliner." 

I appreciate my interpreter translating my 
German! 

There are many people in the world who 
really don't understand, or say they don't, 
what is the great issue between the free 
world and the Communist world. Let them 
come to Berlin. There are some who say 
that communism is the wave of the future. 
Let them come to Berlin. And there are 

524 
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some who say in Europe and elsewhere we 
can work with the Communists. Let them 
come to Berlin. And there are even a few 
who say that it is true that communism is 
an evil system, but it permits us to make 
economic progress. Lass' sie nach Berlin 
kommen. Let them come to Berlin. 

Freedom has many difficulties and democ
racy is not perfect, but we have never had 
to put a wall up to keep our people in, to 
prevent them from leaving us. I want to 
say, on behalf of my countrymen, who live 
many miles away on the other side of the 
Atlantic, who are far distant from you, that 
they take the greatest pride that they have 
been able to share with you, even from a 
distance, the story of the last 18 years. I 
know of no town, no city, that has been be
sieged for 18 years that still lives with the 
vitality and the force, and the hope and the 
determination of the city of West Berlin. 
While the wall is the most obvious and vivid 
demonstration of the failures of the Com
munist system, for all the world to see, we 
take no satisfaction in it, for it is, as your 
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Mayor has said, an offense not only against 
history but an offense against humanity, 
separating families, dividing husbands and 
wives and brothers and sisters, and dividing 
a people who wish to be joined together. 

What is true of this city is true of Ger
many-real, lasting peace in Europe can 
never be assured as long as one German out 
of four is denied the elementary right of 
free men, and that is to make a free choice. 
In 18 years of peace and good faith, this 
generation of Germans has earned the right 
to be free, including the right to unite their 
families and their nation in lasting peace, 
with good will to all people. You live in a 
defended island of freedom, but your life is 
part of the main. So let me ask you, as I 
close, to lift your eyes beyond the dangers of 
today, to the hopes of tomorrow, beyond the 
freedom merely of this city of Berlin, or 
your country of Germany, to the advance of 
freedom everywhere, beyond the wall to the 

day of peace with justice, beyond yourselves 
and ourselves to all mankind. 

Freedom is indivisible, and when one man 
is enslaved, all are not free. When all are 
free, then we can look forward to that day 
when this city will be joined as one and this 
country and this great Continent of Europe 
in a peaceful and hopeful globe. When 
that day finally comes, as it will, the people 
of West Berlin can take sober satisfaction in 
the fact that they were in the front lines for 
almost two decades. 

All free men, wherever they may live, are 
citizens of Berlin, and, therefore, as a free 
man, I take pride in the words "!ch bin ein 
Berliner." 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 2 :50 p,m. from a 
platform erected on the steps of the Schiineberger 
Rathaus, West Berlin's city hall, where he signed the 
Golden Book and remained fo r lunch. In his open
ing remarks he referred to Mayor Willy Brandt, 
Chancellor Adenauer, and Gen. Lucius D. Clay. 

Toast at a Luncheon in the City Hall in Berlin. 
f une 26, 1963 

Mr.Mayor: 
Once again Berlin and the Federal Re

public have spoiled us for home. Now, 
when we don't get a million people out for 
a political speech in Worcester, Mass., or 
Danbury, Conn., everyone, especially the re
porters, is going to write that there are signs 
of apathy in the United States. And when 
we have crowded dinners of 50 at the White 
House, I am afraid this dinner is going to 
throw a pall on the entire affair. 

I take great pleasure in accompanying my 
• fdlow Americans here-the Secretary of 

State, the members of the Military Mission 
· here, General Clay, who is so identified with 
' this city; Dr. Conant, who is identified with 
this city and the Federal Republic and the 
best of our life in the United States; Mr. 
George Meany, who regards the responsibil-

23-7 11- tl-1--3 7 

ity of the American trade union movement as 
worldwide in its commitment and fight for 
freedom. So I come to Berlin in very good 
company. 

And most of all, I am glad I came to the 
Federal Republic to visit the Chancellor, to 
come to this city whose Mayor has been so 
unusual in his exposition of the identity of 
Berlin with the whole cause of freedom; and 
the counsels of those who suggested that we 
let down the anchor and stay in the har
bor instead of setting sail, it seems to me, 
have been proven, on this occasion as on so 
many others, wrong. 

I came last to Berlin in July of 1945, and 
I saw a ruined city. So when I see these 
bright and shining buildings and, much 
more importantly, these young and bright 
and shining faces, I am not fooled that this 
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armies everywhere had bogged down. While the 
logistical situation began to improve with time, 
the German hold on the banks of the Scheidt 
Estuary continued to deny the use of Antwerp as 
a port, and until Antwerp could be opened, no 
sustained offensive could be maintained. Though 
Montgomery chafed at the assignment of opening 
Antwerp, preferring instead to make a new at
tempt to reach the Ruhr from the corridor opened 
by Operation Market-Garden, he at last turned 
his full attention to the task in mid-October. Yet 
it would be a long time before the first Allied ship 
dropped anchor at Antwerp. Flooding much of 
the low lying countryside, the Germans fought 
tenaciously until November 8, inflicting nearly 
13,000 casualties on the Canadian First Army.: 
Because the Scheidt Estuary still had to be 
cleared of mines, Antwerp did not begin function
ing as a port until November 28. 

In the meantime, encouraged by a steady 
though unspectacular improvement in the supply 
situation,. Eisenhower had ordered a new offen
sive to begin in early November, with the main 
effort to be made by the First Army around 
Aachen. General Simpson's Ninth Army, which 
had been moved forward from Brittany, made a 
supporting attack on the left, while the Third 
Army launched a similar thrust from the vicinity 
of Metz. On November 16, the heaviest air 
bombardment in direct support of troops on the 
ground to be launched during the war began east 
of Aachen in support of the First and Ninth armies 
( Operation Queen ). More than 4,000 planes, 
including 2,400 heavy bombers, dropped over 
10,000 tons of bombs on German defenses and 
communications centers in an effort to repeat the 
success of the breakout from Normand)'. Unfor
tunately for the success of the attack, Allied com
manders had attempted to cover too broad a tar
get area and, in an effort to avoid repeating the 
costly errors of bombs' falling short in Normandy, 
had allowed too great an interval between the 
attacking troops and the bomb line. By the time 
the ground troops could cross this interval, the 
Germans had recovered sufficiently to reman their 
posts. 

It took all the rest of November and part of 
December for the First and Ninth armies to build 
up their forces along the Roer ( Rur) River, in 
places only 7 miles beyond the line from which 
the offensive began. Even then the armies were 
powerless to cross the Roerl for a series of dams on 
its upper reaches remained in German hands and 
might be blown to flood the valley and trap any 
force which had moved east of the river. 

F arther south the French First Army and the 
United States Third and Seventh armies had 
made greater gains, tho~gh the Germans still 
yielded ground only grudgingly. By the end of 
the first week in December, the two armies of the 
Sixth Army Group had compressed the Germans 
into a large bridgehead west of the Rhine based 
on the city of Colmar ( the so-called Colmar 
pocket), and the Third Army had reached the 
West Wall along the face of the Saar. The British 
and Canadians meanwhile had cleared all of the 
Netherlands south and west of the Maas. 

GERMAN COUNTEROFFENSIVE AND 
ALLIED DRIVE TO THE RHJNE 

Battle of the Bulge.- This was the situation 
when. on OPl'emher 16. Hitler ~truck back with 
i, lonq-plannc·cl counteroffemive. From the 
ulgi> lTPated in !lied !in · it ·ame to be Known 

as the Battle of the Bulge. Assisted by the West 
Wall, excellent defensive tep-ain along the fron
tier, and the Allied supply pI'oblems, the Germans 
through the fall had succeeded not only in hold
ing Eisenhower's armies t_o relatively minor gains; 
they had at the same tune massed behind the 
front a strong reserve centered around 11 panzer 
divisions. Hitler intended to strike with this force 
through the forested Ardennes, cross the Meuse 
River, and recapture Antwerp, thereby trapping 
four Allied armies in the north. Though his field 
commanders deemed the plan too ambitious for 
the available resources, Hitler would sanction no 
alterations. After the manner of the German 
armies in World War I, he took extraordinary pre
cautions to maintain secrecy. Only a handful of 
commanders knew of the plan until a short while 
before the target date. Though Allied intelligence 
early noted the assembling of strong armored 
forces near Cologne, most intelligence officers as
sumed that these were intended to counterattack 
once the First and Ninth armies had crossed the 
Roer. Fog and snow in the wooded Eifel region 
opposite the Ardennes successfullr cloaked final 
moves to attack positions. A smal force of Eng• 
lish-speaking Germans in Allied uniforms early 
began to infiltrate the lines, later to cause confu• 
sion out of proportion to the size of the group. 
Then, before dawn on December 16, three Ger• 
man armies totaling 25 divisions struck along 70 
miles of Ardennes front thinly manned by 6 Arner· 
ican divisions. 

Making the main effort to seize vital roads in 
the north, the Sixth Panzer Army under Gen. 
Sepp Dietrich almost immediately ran into un· 
yielding resistance from the 2d and 99th divisioni 
of Gerow's 5th Corps. For three crucial days the>t 
divisions denied the high ground of Elsenbo'.:1 
Ridge and control of the roads Dietrich needt'<J. 
Only an armored task force called Kampfgrur~ 
Peiper from its commander, Lt. Col. loac ull 
Peiper, broke through. Committing terrib e at't 
ities against civilians and soldiers, including 1 

murder of close to 100 American prisoners n~ 
Malmedy, this force drove more than 15 miles . 
fore American reserves bottled it up and clearui 
weather enabled fighter bombers to wreak ha\·t:J' 
on its tanks. he 

Progress was better in the center, where 1 

Fifth Panzer Army under Gen. Hasso von r-~••; 
teuffel struck the 8th Corps. Here the Ame~~- !
lines were particularly thin, manned by a. 1

\11 
sion seriously understrength from hard .figh\10!.l ,«f 
the November offensive and by an inexper{j°-~cJ 
division only recently arrived from the h 01 

,, 

States. Everywhere the Germans broke t ro~., 
but at terrible cost. Rallying from early suri!

1
;.. al 

the Americans threw in small units at 'tnl<' 
points to deny the Germans villages, c e Jrf' 
bridges, and road junctions. Local comrnan ,

1 committed engineer units, quarterrnaste~ 1"j1"" 

and even cooks and bakers to the finn!! J 1, .. 
Though the Germans encircled and cap~u_r_t; 

0 thirds of the inexperienced 106th D1v1s1•
0 

1
, , , 

front of the road center of St.-Vith, the f1
\ . .- II • 

had held its ground long enough for the di~~- ~ 
Army Group commander, General Bra ._.r( 
rush the 7th Armored Division from a r< 
position to hold the town. ccilf~ 

The most notable German success O .
1

.._, i>

south of St .-Vith , where by nightfall of the~ .\J' 
day two panzer corps of the Fifth Panze\,;,., 
had broken into Luxembourg and heaclcclJ , ,, 
the \ifeusP River by wa) of tbe Belgian ro:i 

Map 12. GERMAN COUN
IERATTACK: BATTLE OF 
THE BUlGE (Dec. 16, 1944-
Jan. 31, 1945). As the 
Allies threatened the West 
Wall, Adalf Hitler gath
••d his last major re
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~the final offensive in 
ti any. The net result 

Hitler's Ardennes coun
llroffensive, in which his 
~~ol reserve was sub
!;,": lo defeat was to 

•n the end o# the war. 

Bast0gne. In the me 
h_ower had alerted 

8.,tnunediately avail 
-(1 and 101st Airbo 

ater Gen. ) Mat 
rne Corps. He ord 

e, there to be used 
er, General Hodg 

to either advers 
~e. 
his nhowe_r directed 

tfens1ve against 
an tum to strike tl 
. una'.enetration. He 
ho[d ·er Gen. Erich 

Ing the south 
thCOrnponents and l 

e Fifth Panzer A 
forces Penetration dee 

IIO!n north of the bu 
f ery, while Brae 
orh~s to the sout 

of th is own 30th C 
r. e Meuse to for~ 
1ver 

\\ 82d Airborne D 
s fod~es ordered 

0 the 18th Air!.; 



est 
hon
mans 
hold
•runs· 

th~ 
r,_DZCr 
1:force 
lleuse 
~ing 
, field 
:.s for 
on no 
moan 
y pre
lul of 
while 

e-zs as-
ttack 

ed the 

refi~ 
r Eng
; early 
oonfu
~up. 
e Cer
~ng 70 
..Amer· 

, :ids in 
i Gen. 

~

o un· 
vision 
s the~ 
enborn 
_eeded. 
(gruppe 
· achilll 
b atrtJC' 
ling the 
~s nc.ll 
· es bt-
eari11i 

:. haw• 

WORLD WAR II: 5 411 

Map 12. GERMAN COUN
TtRATTACK: . BATTLE OF 
THE BULGE (Dec. 16, 1944-
,_, 31, 1945). As the 
Allies threatened the West 
Wall, Adolf Hitler gath
trtd his last major re
ten•s for a counter
....,,ive. It was launched 
la the weakly held Ar
•nes sector, with the 
lllject of driving to An• 
lwtrp, splitting the Allied 
-iu, and destroying 
.... in the north. Through 
_,.ise it had great initial 
-ss, but it was stopped 
._. af the Meuse River 
'-cause of quick reinforce
_,., of the weak Allied 
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· insufficient German 
'stical support to SUS• 

such an extensive 
iolff, . and continuous 
,..,,ding by Allied air
Wt. The Allies attacked 
•Inst the base of the 
1111H1ration· from the north 
• the south in an effort 

trap the German farces, 
m11st of them escaped. 
original line was re• 

by the Allies by 
ry 31, and they then 
d preparations for 

crossing of the Rhine 
W the final offensive in 

ny. The net result 
1f Hitler's Ardennes coun-

sive, in which his 
al reserve was sub • 

to defeat1 was to 
the end ot the war. 
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Bastogne. In the meantime, however, General 
~wer had alerted the only American divi

S2dmediately available as theater reserves, 
-(land 101st Airborne divisions under Maj . 

ater Gen.) Matthew B. Ridgway's 18th 
~ Corps. He ordered the divisions to Bas

ere to be used as the First Anny com
er; General Hodges, directed. Thus, un

to either adversary, a race was on for 
~e. 

nhffower directed also that Patton call 
o ensive against the West Wall in the 

and tum to strike the south shoulder of the 
senetration. Here the German Seventh 

:;dier Gen. Erich Brandenberger, charged 
ng the south flank, lacked sizable ar

th COmpanents and had failed to keep pace 
e Fifth Panzer Army's advance. As the 

Penetration deepened, Eisenhower put 
north of the bulge under Field Marshal 

0fery, while Bradley retained command 
orc~s to the south. Montgomery hurried 

0~ h1s own 30th Corps to reserve positions 

ri 
e Meuse to forestall a German crossing 

Ver. 
:f'j}2d Airborne Division neared Bastogne, 
· £°dges ordered the d ivision and head

o ilie 18th Airborne Corps to continue 

northward to help support the north flank of the 
penetration west of Elsenborn Ridge. The 101st 
Airborne Division, arriving later, was to defend 
Bastogne. As night came on December 18, the 
advance guard of the Fifth Panzer Army's panzer 
columns approached Bastogne, where remnants of 
American units were holding outposts until the 
airborne division arrived. By the next morning, 
American positions were strong enough to dis
courage the Germans from assaulting the town 
immediately. Surrounding Bastogne, the bulk of 
the panzer units continued toward the Meuse, but 
at critical points they continued to meet small 
American delaying detachments that demanded a 
high price in casualties and time before the Ger
mans might pass. The panzer divisions still were 
a long way from the Meuse when, on December 
23, the winter skies cleared, and waves of Allied 
fighter bombers roared to the attack. 

On Christmas Eve an armored spearhead got 
within 3 miles of the Meuse at Celles but there 
encountered the United States 2d Armored Divi
sion, which had hurried down from the north. In 
a pitched battle on Christmas Day, the American 
armor annihilated one German regiment and threw 
back what proved to be the high-water mark of 
the counteroffensive. The 2d Armored Division 
was part of General Coll ins' 7th Corps which, 



BERLIN 

GEDACHTNISKIRCHE stands as a reminder of wartime destruction amid the modern buildings of West Bed,n 

BERLIN, bJ r-lin ', is the German city that was 
the capital successively of Brandenburg, of 
Prussia, and of a unified Germany. Berlin fell 
victim to the devastation of World War II an<l to 
subsequen t disagreement among the victorious 
Allies. The war left Berlin-like Gennany as a 
whole-divided. Only the eastern part of the 
City was able to maintain the nonnal functions 
of a capital, in relation to the contiguous terri
tory of East Germany ( German Democratic Re
public ); and even it suffered limita tions imposed 
hy res idual Allied rights over the city and its ap
proaches. \Vest Berlin became a political exclave 
of Wes t Germany ( Federal Republic of Ger-
111any), to be approached only across 100 miles 
( 160 km ) of East Gennan territory. Although 
the West German president has an official res i
dence a t Schloss Bellevue in W est Berlin, and 
although in spite of East German protests both 
houses of the \Vest German Parliament hold oc
cas ional sessions there, the western part of the 
city has had to see its effective capital functions 
trans ferred to Bonn . 

A Divided City. The 29-mile ( 46-km ) line 
sep:uating the two parts of the city allowed rel
a tively free movement until August 1961, when 
construction hy the East Germans of the heavily 
,l.(11arded Berlin \ Vall restricted crossing to a few 
closely controlled points. The best known of 
these is the en try point for foreigners in the 
once-busy Friedrichstrasse, known as "Checkpoint 
Cha rlie." Normal movement for \Ves t Berliners 
across the 72-mile ( 115-km) boundary with East 
Gemiany had already been banned in 1952; from 
1961, with rare exceptions, \Ves t and East Ber
liners were forbidden to meet each other. 
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At this stage the subway system w,L, , ,,1,1 
and the surface rail system, while run I,~ 1!11· 
East Germans, was divided into two ,11 I.,, 
as the passengers were concerned. \Ves t ll, ·al 111 
has extended its subway system outward a11ol I, . ., 
added north-south and east-west links wl, 11 I, 
avoid East Berlin. A very few internati1111.al ,., 
presses still run through both sections of tlao ·, 111 
stopping at the Zoo station in \Ves t B, ·r li11 .11111 
at the Friedrichstrasse entry station and till' I .,,t 
sta tion in East Berlin . East Ger111a11 i11 t, ·111.al 
services are led tediously around the pi- , ipl11 ·1\ 
of West Berlin; the old terminal stations 1111 1.,,. .. 
that pass through West Berlin are alia111lw11 ,I 
The Berlin highway ring is well clea r of tl w , ,11 

bu t much East Gem1an waterway traffic i, 11!,l, ~•••I 
to pass through W est Berlin, while \V, ·, t 1\, -al ,11 

receives two fifths of its supplies, mm tl y l,, ·. 11 ' 

commodities like coal, by water thro11 l!h I·•"' 
Germany. 

Rail traffic between W est Gernumv :111d \I' ' 1 
Berlin is restricted to four routes :1cn>" I··"' 
Cennany; the limi tations of ra il traffi t· .,n· ••·

1 fleeted in the fact that only just over a Id ti, '' 
of West Berlin's supplies arrives in this "'·'' . \' 
than half the quantity carried by trucks 11 11 1 " 

four pennittecl main roads, notahly the lai l!I"' ' ' '. 
from H anover and MLmic h . Air transport ·""" ' 
the three air corridors from \Vest Cena,.,,,, '' 
much favored for passengers and evc11 1111 rl or 
more valuable freight, since it is free fn,111 I· ·' ' 1 

German con trol. Indeed, only the ,1 irlift '" th[ 
three small Wes t Berlin a irfields at Tt·111p,·II•• 1 Tegel, and Gatow kept \Vest Berlin supp li, ·d " '/ : 
the basic necess ities of life during l I 111' '"1 ' 
of total blockade in 1948-1949. East C:, ·11 11 ·"' 
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none of \Vest Berlin's acute space restric
has been able to establish a large inter-

, airport at Schbnefeld, just beyond the 
limits. 

ysical and Climatic Setting. Berlin stands on 
· of sandy glacial outwash covered by pine 

and cut hy a broad southeast-northwest 
sion within which flows the river Spree. 

the eastern fringe of the city, in the neigh
d of Kbpenick, and along the north-south 
of the Havel through Spandau, glacial ac

bas left behind chains of lakes that are to
the favorite sailing and bathing places of the 

rs. In these san1e areas heavily forested 
. moraines provide the highest natural ele

in the city ( the :M;iiggelberge, 377 feet, · 
5 meters), although these are exceeded by 
94-foot ( 120-meter) Teufelsberg, a hill of 

from the bombed city that West Berlin 
dscaped and equipped with ski jumps and 

recreational features. Forests and lakes ac
for about a fifth of the land area of Berlin, 
rovide valuable excursion spots, especially 

West Berliners, who are penned into their 
" city. The Berlin climate is also claimed 

hatural advantage: on the uninterrupted 
of Brandenburg there is a rapid inter
of maritime air from the North Sea and 

with continental air from farther east. 
temation is said to be particularly stimulat
intellectual activity. Berlin has an average 

rature in January of 31 ° F ( - 0.7 ° C) , in 
66° F (18. 7 ° C) ; its annual average rain-

23 inches ( 587 mm). · 

THE PEOPLE 

original 13th century German settlers of 
appear to have come from the area sur
g the Harz Mountains, from the lower 
and even from Flanders. The subsequent 

· the city involved continual immigration 
.U parts of Germany and even from beyond. 
7th century saw the arrival of French Hu

( Protestant) refugees, who formed a dis
d privileged community and contributed 

tly to the expansion of manufacturing 
erce. The 19th and early 20th cen

brought massive immigration, especially 
northern and eastern Germany. In its 74 
as tile capital of a united country, Berlin 
. magnet for men of talent and enterprise 

· over Germany; hence, understandably, 
are characteristically restless and less 

of authority than most oilier Gemrnns. 
characteristics were perhaps manifested to 

test, even excessive, extent in the period 
933. Brilliant achievements in tile theater 
Reinhardt, Bertolt Brecht, and Erwin Pis

music ( Paul Hindemiili) , expressionist 
( Emil Nolde and Karl Hofer), architec

Poelzig, Max Taut, and Eric Men-
), and science ( Max Planck, Albert Ein
ax von Laue, and Otto Hahn), coincided 
ation, unemployment, and street fighting 
left- and right-wing extremist~. 

y of the artistic and intellectual leaders 
~ after the Nazi seizure of power in 
:Jiut even so, Hitler was never at ease wiili 

opolitan and irreverent Berliners. The 
July 1944 plot against Hitler was directed 

by Berliners. Berliners continued to dem
their independence in tile first and only 
free election for tile entire city in 1946, 
as in the West Berlin blockade and the 

W1Successful East Berlin revolt of 1953 against 
th.e East German government. 

In 1939, Berlin had a population of 4.3 mil
lion, which by the end of World War II had 
sunk to 2.8 million. Postwar recovery brought 
the population to 3.2 million by 1946; thereafter 
the total did not greatly change, in marked con
trast to all the other great urban centers of 
Europe. Because of the worsening political situ
ation after the war, many of the younger and 
more active elements of the Berlin population 
did not return. The invigorating flow of new 
immigrants largely ceased, and the city was left 
wiili an ever-increasing proportion of the older 
age groups, especially women. In West Berlin 
there are 133 women to every 100 men ( in \Vest 
Germany as a whole, llO to 100); 15% of the 
male population and 24% of tile larger female 
population are over 65 ( West Germany, 10% and 
14%). One consequence of iliis age structure is 
that deailis markedly exceed births, and in the 
absence of renewed immigration West Berlin's 
population seems condemned to drift downward. 
The aging of the population will also have ad 
verse economic effects through the shrinking of 
the work force and greater demands for pensions 
and social services. 

The position in East Berlin is broadly similar; 
during the period of massive refugee movements 
out of East Berlin the population drifted gently 
downward; but there was a slight recovery after 
the building of the Berlin Wall in 1961. East 
Berlin's population structure is marginally more 
favorable than that of West Berlin, reflecting its 
more active connection with its hinterland. There 
are 127 women to every 100 men ( East Germany, 
ll9 to 100) ; 12% of tile male population and 20% 
of the female population are over the age of 65 
( East Germany, 13% and 17%) . 

DESCRIPTION OF WEST BERLIN 

Bombing and subsequent ground fighting in 
World War II destroyed 40% of Berlin's residen
tial capacity. Damage was particularly concen
trated in and around tile central administrative 
and business district, where at the end of the 
war 10 square miles ( 25 sq km) lay in ruins, 
forming a "dead heart" of the city. The bound
ary between East and West Berlin runs through 
iliis devastated area, leaving most of the historic 
center of the city as a peninsula of the eastern 
sector. Postwar rebuilding has had to adapt it
self to the new situation, and both parts of Ber
lin have tended to turn ilieir backs on tile divid
ing line. Whereas East Berlin was in some measure 
able to re-create the historic center, W est Ber
lin has created new administrative and culh1ral 
facilities dispersed iliroughout tile city, although 
with a distinct central business district around 
the Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church. 

The Central Area : South and West. W est Berlin 
contains only the fringe of the historic central 
area. South of the foreigners' crossing point into 
East Berlin through the Berlin Wall ( Checkpoint 
Charlie) , the Friedrichstrasse, once the principal 
north-south traffic artery of Berlin, runs almost 
unused ilirough the ruins of what was once a 
busy commercial and press quarter. The area is 
too remote from the new CP.nters of W est Berlin 
to attract much rebuilding. The position is sim
ilar at the Potsdamer Platz, at the southwest 
comer of the central area. Once this was the 
heart of the Berlin "West End," surrounded by 
department stores and fashionable restaurants, 
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with the greatest traffic density in continental 
Europe. Today it is dead and weed-grown, 
crossed by the blank face of the Berlin Wall . As 
an act of faith in the ultiimate reunification of 
the city, West Berlin is developing the area near 
the Pots<lamer Platz as a new cultural center, 
with a concert hall , a national library, and a 
group of museums in which pictures, sculpture

1 and objects of art that have been dispersed 
throughout West Berlin will be progressively 
gathered ·together. 

The Tiergarten . Unter den Linden, the major 
east-west axis of central Berlin, is barred by the 
wall at the Brandenburg Gate. Its western con
tinuation through the Tiergarten is now known 
as the Street of June 17, in memory of those who 
fell in the 1953 East German rebellion; on its 
axis, a mile ( 1 ½ km) west of the Gate, is the 
Siegessaule ( Victory Column ), commemorating 
the Prussian military campaigns of 1864, 1866, 
and 1870-1871. The Tiergarten, once a swampy 
area along the course of the Spree, was later suc
cess ively a hunting ground and a royal park. 
Such trees as survived World War II mostly dis
appeared into the stoves of freezing Berliners in 
the winter of 1945-1946, but the Tiergarten is 
now again a peaceful island of wood and ·water 
in the midst of the city. 

Isolated by the Tiergarten from the main cen
ters of West Berlin is the Reichstag (Parliament) 
building, burned in mysterious circumstances at 
the time of the Nazi seizure of rower in 1933. 
Nearby is the similarly isolatec Kongresshalle 
( Congress Hall), a gift of the United States to 
the 1957 Berlin International Building Exhibition. 
A further product of the exhibition is the rebuilt 
Hansa district, north of the Tiergarten , which 
contains buildings by such internationally famous 
architects as Alvar Aalto, Walter Gropius, and 
Oscar Niemeyer. The southern frin ge of the 
Tie r ira rte n w as the favo red distric t for embass ies 
and legations before the war; these have not 
been replaced because of Berlin's loss of its func
tions as a capital city. In part this area is be
coming a specialized quarter for hotels, which 
range from a Hilton to student hostels. 

The Inner Suburban Ring. Except for the 
Tiergarten, the central area of the city is sur
rounded by a belt of dense urban development, 
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HANSA QUA_RTER, built lo, 
the lnternahono l Build in 
Exhibition of 1957, is 

0
~ 

area _ of completely new <on 
struction des igned by fomo v, 
architects from thirteen covn 
tries. The curved aport m,ni 
house in the foregrou nd ,

1 

a Walter Gropius de,iqn 

typically consisting of 5-story apartment h,111,.., 
The outer edge of this belt is marked appro11 

mately by the S-Bahn ring railroad and i11 \\ ,·,t 
Berlin by the new ring highway. Even l,d.,1,. 
1939, department stores were spreading Wl',l\1 ,11 ,! 
from central Berlin toward the Zoo ( in tlll' "' ,1 
em end of the Tiergarten) and the Kaisl'r \\ ,I 
helm Memorial Church, and the sa111e di,111< 1 
had emerged as the main entertainment 1·1•11 1, , 
These trends have been accentuated Ii,· ti,, · .!11, 
sion of Berlin. The ruined tower of 'tit, - «Iii, , 
wise rebuilt Memorial Church now " ·n ,., 1, 
remind passersby of wartime destruction .· .\ 1n111, ,: 
it cluster shops, restraurants, and movil' I'""" , 
topped by soaring office towers; the di,trid " ., 
blaze of colored lights at night. Lt'adim! ,11 ... 1 
ward, the Kurfi.irstendamm, lined with ,id, ·11 .dl 
cafes, is now Berlin's main shopping strel'l . 

The middle-class inner suburbs so11thw, ... t "' 
the center of the city have taken over \\ '(',t II,, 
lin's administrative functions, which 1wr, · .!,, 
persed from the historic Town Hall in tl11 · , .. ,,t, 11 , 

sector. The seat of the ma1or, senate, a11d ·'"'"'" 
bly is at the Town Hal on John-F.-f.:1·111 11 d, 
Platz in the Schoneberg district. In its t«\1 1·1 

hangs the "Freiheitsglocke," a copy of ti ll' I 11: 
erty Bell, paid for by the subscripti1111s «I I· 
million citizens of the United States a11t! ptr 

sented to the city in 1950. Other sedi111" .,1 11,r 
city administration and the important l\, ·cln. 
offices of the federal government are in 1111" cl,, 
trict of Wilmersdorf. 

After crossing the Tiergarten, the 111 :1i11 1 , , t 
west axis of Berlin ( here called th l' l\ i, 111.11 • L 
strasse) bisects the greatly expanded f:1 ,· il 11,, ·, •' ' 
the Technical University and enters tlw ,·11 4111111 ''" 

expanse of the Ernst-Reuter-Pla tz, s111-ru1111,l, -, I 1••
1 another group of new office towers. :\ 1111 111•·11 ·• 

in the form of a 26-foot ( 8-meter) hrn 11 1,· ""'r 
ture of a flame commemorates Erns t lk11t, ·1 1 

·' 
mayor who led and inspired West l\, •,1 11 1 · ' 

the difficult postwar years . Sli~htly f11rtl ,.., ''"
1 

the restored Charlottenburg Palace, built 1', 1" '.,.., 
1695 and 1790, is perhaps the fin est ,nn '' ,. ~ 
monument in Berlin to the building adi 1 il r · 
the Prussian royal house. Today it h1111 ' 1

" .,n 
other group of the Berlin museums, ll' itlt 11"j"'r' 
tant sections devoted to objects of nrt ·111' 
prehistory. The most popular exhih il ;, ··" 
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DENBURG GATE, built 
1791, sta nds in wha t is 

the eastern secto r of 
A po rtio n of the 

Wa ll can be seen in 
., of the ga te , and in 

reground is a sig n that 
· " Warnin g! Yau are 
leaving W est Berli n. " 

tedly the head of Queen Nefertiti, perhaps 
in.est and most lifelike portrait in all Egyp
art. 
orth and south of the traditional center, 

r suburbs in areas like W edding, Moabit, 
berg, and Neukolln are predominantly work
lass in character. Here are the Mietskas
.( "rent barracks"), 5-story apartment houses 

not only line the roads but fi ll the interion; 
' blocks with a maze of dismal courts. The 

shelter hundreds of small and medium
factories of such industries as clothin g, elec
' and p rinting. Wartime bombing provided 

' rtunity for some rebuilding and for the 
fon of much-needed open sp ace, hu t hun
of thousands of these dwellings remained 
dard. 

· Outer Suburbs. Beyond the S-Bahn ring 
,d and the new ring motorway, develop-
•is more open in character. The larger in

of Berlin moved to this area in search of 
for expansion; the greatest concentration is 
the railway and the navigable Spree River 
g west to Spandau . Here, for example, is 
mens electrical power plant; its associated 
' settlement, built by Grof ius and othen. 

1931, won internationa acclaim as a 
of its kind. In the same area and dating 

~ e same period are the radio center and 
permanent exhibition halls. Hitler added 
dium and other sports facilities for the 

Olympic Games. 
' ughout the outer suburban belt, formerly 
village streets have been transformed into 
opping centers for the satellite residential 

t were merged in 1920 to fonn the 
t city of Berlin . The interwar years in 

r saw the development of villa suburbs 
ee-lined streets, like D ahlem. Dahlem has 
the world's fi nes t museums for the ethnog
and art of non-W es tern peoples. In a re-
institute in Dahlem, in 1938, Otto Hahn 
'tz Strass rriann produced the first fission 
uranium atom. In 1948 this institute's 

g.5 offered shelter to the students and 
who migrated from the Humboldt Uni

'in East Berlin to establish the Free Uni
of Berlin . 
outer districts of W est Berlin still con-

tain a surprising amount of open land, which 
since World W ar II has enabled the city to house 
thousands of families from the congested centra l 
districts . One of the most striking of the new 
developments is Buckow-Rudow, a "new town" 
for 50,000 people in the extreme southeast angle 
of W est Berlin ; it is linked to the city by an ex
tension of the subway. The western limits of Ber
lin run along a belt of glacial hills, lakes and 
forests tha t is fo llowed by the north-south course 
of the Havel. This magnificent recrea tion area 
is an invaluable antidote to the claustrophobic 
nature of life in W est Berlin. On an island where 
the route to the west crosses the Havel lies the 
district of Spandau. In the Middle Ages, Span
dau was a trading town. Older than Berlin itself, 
Spandau was absorbed by Berlin in 1920. 

DESCRIPTION OF EAST BERLIN 

The Historic Center. The medieval nucleus of 
Berlin consisted of two towns : Berlin north of 
the Spree and Kolin on an island to the south . 
During the 17th and 18th centuries Berlin, as the 
capital of Brandenburg and la ter as the capital 
of the kingdom of Prussia, expanded westward. 
New quarters were laid out on the axis of Unter 
den Linden, which at its western end passed 
through the triumphal arch of the Brandenburg 
Cate and into the Tiergarten. Today the blocked 
western end, dominated by the ornately gloomy 
Soviet Embassy, has little life. 

Eastward along Unter den Linden, newly 
built res taurants and cafes, and the strolling pas
sersby beneath replanted linden trees, give a 
much livelier a ir. At the eastern end, beyond 
the Humboldt University, a group of splendidly 
restored palaces around the Opera House gives 
some idea of the architectural quality of royal 
building in the capital; they are now mos tly used 
by the university. There too is K. F. SchinkeJ's 
classically perfect eue Wache (Guardhouse) of 
1816-1818, now a monument to "Victims of Fas
cism and Militarism," and the ea rlier, baroque 
Zeughaus ( Annory ), now a historical museum. 
The principal group of museums is on the "Mn
seum Island" across the southern branch of the 
Spree. The museums have lost some of their orig
inal contents, since those works that escaped 
wartime destruction by evacuation to the W es t 
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HITLER (at left ), newly appointed chancellor, arrives 
with Vice Chancellor Franz van Papen in Potsd am far 
ceremon ies preceding the 1933 session of the Re ichstog. 

jHITLER, hit'kir, Adolf ( 1889-1945 ), leader of 
the C ennan azi party and, from 1933 until his 
death , dicta tor of Germ any. He rose from the 
hottom of society to conquer first Germany and 
then most of E urope. Riding on a wave of Euro
pean fascism after World War I and favored by 
traditional defect~ in Gennan society, espe<.:itllly 
its lack of cohesion, he built a Fascist regime un
pa ralleled for barbarism and terror. His rule 
resulted in the destruction of the German nation
state and its society, in the ruin of much of Eu
rope's traditional , tructure, and in the extem1ina
tion of about 6 million Jews. He was eventual ly 
defeated , hut his tempora ry success demonstrated 
frighteningly, at the brink of the a tomic age, the 
v tlne rability of civilization. 

Early Yea rs. Hitler was born on April 20, 1889, 
at Braunau-am-Inn, Austria. His father had been 
an illegitimate child, and there has been spec ula
tion, prohahly unfounded, about Hitle r's poss ible 
Jewish ori gin. T he fa the r had risen from a poor 
peasant background to become an Austrian cus
toms official and was able to provide his son " ith 
a secondary school education. But Adolf !!ave 
himself up to a imless readin g, dreamed about 
becoming an artist, and developed a talent for 
evading responsibilities. Poor school marks pre
vented hi m from obta ining the c1L~ tomary gradu a
tion ce rtificate. After the death of his fath er, he 
left hi s home in Linz, Upper Austria, in 1907 to 
seek his fortune in Vienna . 

Hitle r's p rofessed a im in Vienna was to study 
art, especiall y architecture, hut he twice failed, 
in [907 and 1908, to get admitted to the Acad
emy of Fine Arts. These fa ilures destroyed what 
littl e orde r he had established in his life. He 
withdrew completely from family and fri end~ and 
wandered ai mlessly th rough the c ity, observing 
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its life. Though he continued to read voracio11,li 
he derived most of his knowledge from S<.'l'<>r id. 
hand sources, <.111feehouse talk, newspapers, aiul 
pamphlets. He t'ncountered the writings_ of a, , 
ohscnre author \\'hose racist and an ti -S('IJ1it u 
idt•.is im pressed him . Politicall y, he turnl'd to ., 
fe rve nt C l' r111 an na tionalism and a vag11 l' a11 ti
'-.l anism. But at this time he was probabl y 111ai 11 . 
ly inte res ted in being accepted as an artist aiu l 
architect. 

\\'hen the money lt'ft by his parents ra11 rn ,t 
Hit ll'r fe ll into total poverty, lod ging in a 1111 •,, , 
hostel. Crndgingly, he decided to support 1,i11, 
self hy painting postcards and waterco lors ,11 11! 
to ,y:commodate himself to the mixed co11 1pa111 
of tramps, outcas ts, cranks, and transients ti,.;, 
pop ulated his lodgings. In both respects hf' du! 
the barest mini mum ; he never learned to 11 orl 
regularly, and he remained essentiall y a· 111 11,·r 
But he learned an invaluable lesson : hiiw to 1·1.,1 
uate and exploit the mentality of these marl(i11.,I 
people, the Lum penproletariat. He never co11,id 
ered that they posed a social problem, howl'11·r 
and for the rest of his life he mistook tht·111 f,,, 
the real working class. 

Military Service. In 1913, Hitle r mo\'l'd 1,. 
1\111nich in the hope both of evadi ng Ath lri.11 , 
mi litary servi ce and of findin g a better life in ti,, 
Ge rmany he admired so much. Opportun iti, ·, I,., 
making a living, however, were even frwl'r 11. 
Munich than in Vienna, which partl y t·, pl. 111 ,, 
his relief and enth usiasm at the outlirl'ak .,f 
World War I. Hitler served throughout th ,· 11 .ir 
as a volunteer in a Bavarian infantry n •gi1 1w111 
operatin g mostly in the front line ,L~ a lwadq 11.11 
ters runner. I-le was wounded in the leg in i' JI I 
and gassed in 1918. Significantl y enough, lw 11 .,, 
never promoted to a leadership position, li 11 t I,, 
was awarded unusually high decorations for l,r.11 
e ry in action. The war had a profound inll 11, ·111 , 
on him. It provided him, fin ally, w ith a p mJI"" 
that filled the void in his life . He was esp,Ti.dh 
impressed by, and lea rned much about, ,·i11 l'"1 "' 
and its uses. Hitler the artist was dead . . 11 11: 

the politician was soon to emerge. 
Rise to Political Leadership. The end of t Ill' 11 .,, 

and Gennany's humiliatin g defeat again d1 ·pri1 "! 
his li fe of meanin g, and he turned agai11, t ti,, 
revolution in Germany and the pacifist \\ ',·iu ,., 
republic that he imagined had caLL~ed hi111 '" I, 
so deprived. Soon afterward he discown·d I,,. 
power as a public speaker when, after his r.-1 111• 
to Munich, the Bavarian military co11111i.u1d .it • 
pointed him an ins tructor in a progra111 f11 r ti" 
poli tical indoctrination of the troops. In S,·pt, ·11 
ber 1919 while an army political agent, lw •11 \ 

countered the Gennan W orkers' party ( 0 .. 111,d,, 
Arbe ite rpartei) , a small group interested i11 .-, 
tending the message of nationalism to tlw ""' 
ers. It later renamed itself the Natio11 als111i.d1· 
tiche Deut~che Arbeiterpartei ( National S, w,.d,,! 
Germ an Workers' pa rty, NS OAP, or Na, i, 1. • 

Hitler quickly recognized th at th is pail1 · 1 
fe recl him a he tte r c ha nce fo r his new )!;11a l: I'· 
litical power. In April 1920 he left thl' a11 11 1 • 

devote all his time to his position as chid pi--:· 
agandist for the party. He developed a 111·11 , ,, 

tem of political propaganda, one th at t·11 11 11 

sized mass emotionalism and violent pro, ()(",111 
Hitler was a masterly demagogue, and thl' I'·••' 
soon became a factor in Bavarian politics. 111 .•1· ' 
attracting the urban petty bourgeoisie. 111 I• 
1921, he became party chairman with di .. 1. ,t,·1 

powers. 
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· goal was to overthrow the governm ent, 
.had to compete with numerous other Ba
right-wing groups and with his fri end 

Roehm, a Bavarian staff officer. Roehm 
ted the primacy of the military and 

to incorporate the party's paramilitary 
called the SA, or Stonn T roopers ( Sturnrnb

) into his secret am1y, whil e Hitler in
. on the primacy of politics . Whl' n the 
~ occupied the Ruhr in Janua1y 192:1, C er

:nationalist feelings ran hi gh , and milita1y 
'ties prepared for mobilization. The , ·iews 

,Roehm and the other righ t-wingt•rs no\\' 
to be preva iling; Hitler thereupon tried 
n control of the movement by his Beer 
tsch of Nov. 8-9, 1923. The putsch was 

at capturing, first , the gove rnment of Ba
and then the nation's, but the Ban1rian 
"ties were able to suppress it. 

failure of the pul~ch destroyed the party 
· tion, severed its a rmy ties, and resulted 

tem1s for Hitler and other leaders. 
used his trial to gain nationwide attention 

1111 cause. He served nine months of hi s 5-
tence in the fo rtress of Land~herg, where 

Mein Kampf in an effort to demonstra te 
Jais leadership was based on intellectual as 

political superiori ty. 
er's writing in M ein Kampf is c rude and 
i.'zed, and his ideas are not original, hut 

-· •. -··-r' is still an important document. The 
istent theme is social Darwinism : the 

Jor life governs the relationships of both 
and nations. He argued that the 

people, supposedly racially superior, 
___ nu-.,..tened by libe ralism, Marxism, human

bolshevism, which were d irected from 
the scenes by the Jews. Relief would 

from a plebiscital dicta torship that would 
~entless war against internal and external 
tlie process conquering L ebensrattm ( !iv

) that would make Cem1any milita rily 
11j111~mu·cally unassailable. Hitl er was much 

~ve when writing about the techniques 
and demagoguery. He appears in the 

, man detennined, and to some degree 
litiplement even the maddest schemes. 

1111 the Nazi Porty. When Hitler left 
,tried to rebttild the pa rty, he met with 

culties. He was challenged in n01thern 
. by the "socialist" Nazi left leader 

:Strasser, who a imed his appeal at the 
1.'<> meet the challen ge, Hitler wooed 

ist military groups, the .leftovers 
cl War I. While the workers ignored 

. 'nrogram, the milita ry outcasts eagerly 
flitler. At a f arty conference in May 
~ outflankec Strasser and won back 

Iona! chainnanship, which he subse-
~nforced by declarin g the pa rty pro

terable, thus un dercutting any a ttempt 
the controversy over socialism. 

4:X>nditions still prevented th e- pa rty 
mg, however. Inte rest in extremist 

~ad waned as Germany had regained 
and political stabili ty. In addition, 

.-ri'■"'■•r""...,,'",~r.::'prohibited from speakin g, which de
of his most powerful weapon. His 

SP came in l 929, when the C ennan 
party made him politically rC'spectable 
g his help in its vicious cam paign 
. 'Young Plan's arrangements for C er
tibaons . In Septl' 111her I 930, after the 

. · ._ d hit Germa ny, the Naz is made 

their first substantial showing ( 18.3% of the vote) 
in na,tional elections, and from then on Hitler 
seemed to rise irresistibly. He still 11sed propa
ganda, demagoguery, and terror, hut he now pro
claimed, and defended aga inst stron g pa rty 
opposition, a policy of legality. Whil e his propa
ga nda appealed to the lower class ,·icti ms of the 
depress ion, his insistence on legality made him 
acceptable to the c~mservatives, nationalists, and 
the military. 

Personal life and Rise to Power. During this 
period, Hitler lived mainl y from royalties for his 
hook and fees for newspaper a rticles, He was 
able to afford an apartment in r-111ni ch, a ,·ilia in 
the Alps, and a car, hut his style of li fe remained 
modest. He had a craving for pastries, movies, 
and Richard Wagner's music. His behavior still 
alternated hel\,·een outbursts of energy and 
periods of inac tivity and laziness. His sex life 
seems to have been abnormal. In 1928 he began 
a passionate affair with his niece C eli Raubal. 
The affair ended tragically in 1931 when Celi, 
feeling suffocated by his tyranny, eommitted sui
cide. After he became dictator, he made Eva 
Braun, a cle rk, his mistress, but refu sed to marry 
her in order to preserve his image as a self-deny
ing public servant. 

In 1932, with Cen nany close to anarchy, 1 lit
ler's career approached its crisis, He narrowly 
lost to the incumbent Paul von Hindenbu rg in the 
presidentia l elections in April, and the Nazis 
polled their hi ghest vote ( 37 .2%) in the .I ul y elec
tions. In the Nove mber elections, however, the 
Nazi vote decreased to 33.1%. Hi tler had lost 
presti~e through his stubborn insistence on " total 
power '; the party was psychologically and fin an
cially exhausted ; and the depression was be
ginning to wane. At this moment, a conservative 
group led hy fonn er Chancellor F ranz vo n Papen 
arranged for Hitler to enter the government. On 
Jan. 30, 1933, the aged President Hindenburg ap
pointed him chancellor in a coalition government 
with the conservatives. 

BRITAIN'S Prime Minister Chamberlain pases with Hitler 
during Godesberg meeting, Sept. 22- 24, 1938. A week 
later, with France and Italy, they signed Munich pact. 
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HITLER, wi th h is a ides a t Bruly-de-Pesche, e xpresses his 
joy aver the fall of France in 1940. 

DI CTATORSHIP: 1933- 1945 

The conservatives deluded themselves in 
thinking they could use Hitler for their own in
terests. Within four months, H itler had dramat
ically established his mastery over them and over 
all other political groups. He had destroyed the 
Communist and Socialist parties and the labor 
unions ; forced the bourgeois and right wing 
parties to dissolve; emasculated or destroyed the 
paramilitary organizations; eliminated the federal 
structure of the republic; and on March 23, 1933, 
won from a decimated and intimidated Reichstag 
an enabling law that gave him dictatorial powers. 
His success came from a combination of pseudo
democratic mass demonstrations; terror by the 
SA and the Nazi-controlled police, which acceler
ated after the Reichstag fire in February; and a 
seemingly conservative program that kept the 
conservatives quiescent. 

Consolidation of Power. In early 1934, how
ever, he faced new conflicts, mainly from with in 
the party. The SA, still led by Roehm, and the 
Nazi left vigorously opposed his all iance with 
business and military leaders, and a group of 
monarchists was campaigning fo r a res toration of 
the monarchy. Hindenburg's deteriorating health 
raised the question of his succession. Hitler sur
vived the crisis by adopting the most radical 
methods. He rallied behind himself the party 
leaders, the a rmy, and Himmler's SS ( the Schtttz
staffel, or Blackshirts), and on June 30, 1934, he 
struck. A number of SA leaders, monarchists, and 
other opponents were murdered; the inAuence of 
the SA was drastically reduced; and Hitler 
emerged as the undisputed master of German_y. 
When Hindenburg died on August 2, Hitler offi
cially a5sumed the title of Fuhrer, or supreme 
head of Germany. 

From 1935 to 1938 he consolidated his dicta
torship . The basis of his power was still his con
trol over the masses, who admired him as the 
"man of the people" and falsely credited Ger
many's economic recovery to him. ( Its real arch i-
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tect had been 1-ljalmar Schacht, a consen ati\,. 
banker. ) In 19:37- 19:38 the economy reached f,11J 
employment, thanks to an increasin gly n:c:klt," 
rearm amen t policy. 11 itler also protected his po,i. 
tion by promoting rivalries among his suli11rd, . 
naks, and he encoura ged Himmler to build a for 
midahle apparatus of terror by means of th l· ~\ 
the Gestapo, and the concentrntion camp, . 11, 
then escalated the persecution of tlw J1,11 , 

throu gh the Nuremberg Laws of 1935, \\'hi l'!1 ,!, . 
prived Jews of their citizenship and forhaclt- 11 ,,11 
riages between Jews and non-Jews. Add iti11, ,.,1 
restrictive laws were passed during the ne~t I, 11 
years, and Hitler's policies res ulted in a Ian.:, 
scale emi gration of Jews, socia lists, and int. ·\\, , 
tuals and in the virtual des truction of \\ 'l·i11 ,,,, 
Germany's hi ghl y creative culture. 

Preparations for War. In foreign affair, . " 
long as Hitle r felt weak, he shielded his n·l!iu 11 

by peaceful declarations and hy treaties, s11( \, ,,, 
those with the Vatican in July 1933 and 11111, 
Poland in January 1934, Nevertheless, ht· i11d, 
cated his true intentions in October 193:3. " \,,.1 
he withdrew from the League of Nations. \ , \11 , 

strength increased, he proceeded to remm ,. 11,, 
restrictions imposed by the Versailles Treat\· I,, 
proclaiming open rearmament in March 19;3~ ,11111 
by remilitarizing the Rhineland in 1936. Si11 11,I 
taneous ly, he tried to win the neutrality of 11 111 

ain throu gh a naval treaty in June 19:l.'i , .111,! 
gained Italy's allegiance by supporting l\l11s,oli11,·, 
Ethiopian war ( 1935-1936). The Italian al\i;11 , .. 
materialized in October 1936, strengtht'twd I, 
their joint interference in the Spanish Ci, ii \\'., , 

From the out~et, Hitler had been dl't1 ·r111i11, -,I 
to conquer Lebensraum. In November HJ.l7 I,, 
disclosed his war plans to his ministers , am! 11 Ii, ,, 
they objected, he dismissed Schacht and 11. 
heads of the army and of the foreign ministry. lh 
replacing these men, he eliminated the last Ir.,," 
of the conservative alliance and cleared tlw 11 , , 

for war. Under the guise of a policy of " ·If 
determination, Hitler annexed Austria in \b,, 1. 
1938 and the Sudetenland, the Cerman-inha\,11.,J 
border areas of Czechoslovakia, in Octolwr. Iii 
disclaiming any further expamionist aims, ill' " "' 
approval of the Sudetenland occupation f1, .,, 
Britain, France, and Italy at a confon·m·,· ,., 
Munich. When he nevertheless extended Iii, 111:, 

over all of Czechoslovakia in March I \J:3!) ,11,l 
then threatened Poland, Britain and Franc1· al, .11, 
cloned their appeasement policy and g11 ara111, ,J ., 
Poland's integrity. Unimpressed, Hitler co11li11 11"

1 

h is preparations by signing a nonaggression P·"' 
with Russia on August 23. When he attark,·cl 1' 

unyielding Poland on September 1, Britai11 ,,, ,: 
France surprised him by declaring war. S,·, · .,!, 
MUNICH PACT. 

Ea rly Successes in World War II . Alli ,·d i11 •" 
tivity and a lightning victory over Pola11d \" 
mitted Hitler to mobilize his forces full) •" " i'' 
persuade his reluctant generals to intew,if1 1.• 

,,ar effort. In April 1940, German tn,111'' ' •· 
quered Norway and Denmark; in May and I ' 
they swept through the etherl ands. 11,-k>• ,,, 
and France. On June 22, a triumphant 11 •1·' 

fo rced France to sign an am1istice at Co1111"' ·::~ 
the site of the annistice of 1918. He " ·a~ ., t ; •. 
peak _of his career, having now proved !111 11" ·, 
superior military commander, and hl' \.c s!.•1

1 build his , ew Order in Europe. The :"\l'" ( 11'.' 
only tangible result was Heinrich 11 i11 11 111; 
policy of racial reorganization. It co111!t.111•' ., 
sense less resettlement of racially "valuahl, · I' 1 
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wjth a relentless suppression and extermi
"subhumans," among them about 6 mil

,· through slave labor, concentration 
~ chambers, firing squads, and starva-

' while Brita in's determination and the 
co;;-iuct with Russia forced Hitler to go 

After unsuccessfully trying to defeat Britain 
a heavy bombing attack on the British 

aiid a ground offensive against British troops 
Africa, Hitler turned with full force to 

• On June 22, 1941, he launched his at
• the Soviet Union. But the Gem1an ad

was stopped before Moscow by a harsh 
azid a Russian countera ttack. At the same 

with which Germany had a nonag
pact, attacked Pearl Harbor, and Hitler 
war on the United States. 

Reversals. In 1942, Hitler was still 
victories in the Ukraine and in orth 

bot bis judgment increasingly failed him. 
into his headquarters, concentrating 

affairs to the exclusion of politics and 
and quarreling with his generals' 

' With the German defeat at Stalin-
aad'\be Allied reconquest of North Africa in 
6e war was lost. Hitler, however, ordered 

bilization of the economy and tried to 
'M~olini's regime in northern Italy after 

in July 1943. He also maintained his 
nmotic power over his entourage and 

, assisted by Allied a ir raids against the 
ldch rekindled the fighting spirit of the 

'lost Days. A group of civilians and of
been conspiring since 1938 to over

tler. But Hitler's popularity with the 
the conspirators' need for complete se

ir recurring doubts about the right
cause handicapped them. Furtfier

failed to reach an understanding wi th 
• The energy of Col. Claus von Stauf
ally brought the plot to a head on July 

.but his attempt on Hitler's life and the 
· putsch failed, confirming Hitler's 

own invincibility. 
. 6, 1944, the Allies invaded France; 

Russians broke through in the east, 
to move his headquarters to Berlin. 
increasing signs of physical and 

~gration, intensified by an illness 
been properly treated by his physi
~tor, upon whom Hitler had he

. nt for injections. With the Allies 
~e River and the Russians closing ne at last acknowledged defeat and 

it suicide; but he wanted Ger
, suit. Germany, he argued, had 

unworthy of his genius and had 
ail in the struggle for life. 
. nality disintegrated, however, so 

lty of his lieutenants. Albert Speer, 
of armaments and munitions, refused 
Hitler's order to insti tute a scorched
In Germany; Goering, from his re-

Vlria, tried to usurp Hitler's leader
H~ler attempted to negotiate with 
~tier condemned them, hut without 
Coebbels, Bormann, and Eva Braun, 
. w married, remained with him . 
. his political testament and ap
Doenitz his successor. With the 

,11Y approaching his hunker in Ber
~ th a pistol ) and Eva ( wi th poison) 

HITLER confers with staff after being shaken by as
sassination attempt in 1944 at Rastenburg, East Prussia . 

committed suicide on April 30, 1945. See also 
relevant sections of GERMANY-Hi~ory; WORLD 
WAR II. 

WOLFGANG SAUER 
University of California, Berkeley 
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HITOTSUBASHI, he-to-tsoo-ba-she, Yoshinobu 
( 1837-1913 ), Japanese shogun, who was the 
15th and last of the Tokugawa line. Yoshinobu 
was born into the Mito branch of the Tokugawa 
family and in 1847 was adopted as the heir to the 
Hitotsubashi house. He was known also as Keiki 
Hitotsubashi. 

Yoshinohu became shogun in 1866 at a criti
cal time in Japanese history. The arrival of U.S. 
Commodore Matthew Perry in 1853 had brought 
to an end more than two centuries of self-im
posed seclusion by Japan. It set in motion a 
series of crises in domestic politics and foreign 
relations that the feudal Tokugawa regime found 
increasingly difficult to handle. Under pressure 
from various groups in Japan, including the activ
ist samurai of certain key domains or han in the 
western provinces, Yoshinobu in 1867 agreed to 
relinquish the powers of the Tokugawa shogunate 
and thus made possible the Meiji Restoration in 
1868 and Japans entry into the modern world . 
He was later given the title of prince and mem
bership in the House of Peers established by the 
new Meiji government. 

H. PAUL VARLEY, Col11mhia University 
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530 BELOVO- BEL TRAMI 

BELOVO, bye'b-vJ, is a city in the USSR, in 
Kemerovo oblast in the Russian re~ublic. It is 
situated on the Bachat River, 60 miles ( 96 km ) 
equ idistant by rail from Kemerovo and Novo
kuznetsk ( formerly Stalinsk ). A fast-growing 
city in the Kuznetsk Basin, Belovo is a coal
mining center with engineering industries and 
metallurgical plants that process zinc and lead 
ores . Its radio and cinema industries are also 
important. Popu lation : ( 1962) 118,000. 

W .A. Douc:LA~ JACKSON 
University uf Washington 

BELPRE, bel'pre, is a residential city in south
eastern Ohio, in Washington County. It is situ
ated on the Ohio River, 1:2 miles ( 19 km ) south
west of ~larietta. It has aluminum and syn thetic 
rubber facto ries. 

Settled about 1790, it originally was ca lled 
Belle Prai rie. It was the site of the first public 
library in the Northwest Territory. In the river 
opposi te Belpre is Blennerhassett Island , which 
was the home of Harman Blennerhasse tt, a co
conspirator with Aaron Burr. The city is gov
e rned hy a mayor and coun cil. Population : 7,193. 

BERNICE HA YES 
Washington County Public Library 

BELSEN, bel'zJn, was a notorious concentration 
camp in Hitler's Germany. It was situated in the 
vi llage of Belsen ( popula tion, 1961 , 166 ), now 
in the \Vest German tate of Lower Saxony. Like 
others of its kind , the camp contained a large 
proportion of Jewish prisoners, many of whom 
were murdered. When the survivors-over 50,000 
sick and starving- were liberated by the British 
army on April 15, 1945, 10,000 unburied corpses 
were fo und . Soon afterwa rd some 13,000 others 
died from malnutrition, d isease, and the e ffects 
of torture. On Dec. 13, 1945, 11 persons con
vic ted of atrocities at the Belsen and Auschwitz 
camps were hanged at Hameln . 

BELSHAZZAR, bel-shaz 'J r, was the son of Na
bonidus, king of Babylonia, in the 6th century 
s.c. Belshazzar ru led as regent about 550-539. 
According to the Book of Daniel ( 5 to 8), his 
rule was lax and dissolute. During a las t orgiastic 
feast ( 539 ) there appeared on a wall an inscrip
tion in Aramaic ( the "handwriting on the wall"), 
which only Danie l could decipher . That night 
Babylon was invaded by Cyrus the Great of 
Persia , and Belshazzar was slain . In the Bible 
( Dan iel 5) Belsh:izzar is identified as the son of 
:\ehuchad nezzar, hut cuneiform inscr/ptions indi
cate that ;\'abonidu was his father. For discus
sion of the handwriting on the wall, see MENE, 
~I E.'.'E, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

BELSHAZZAR'S FEAST, bel-shaz'Jrz fest, as de
scribed in the Bible ( D an iel 5 ) , is the subject 
of several important work of art. Handel based 
his ora torio BeL~hazzar ( 17 45) on the story, and 
Sir William Walton used a text by Sir Osbert 
Sitwell fo r his cantata Belshazzar's Feat ( 193 1 ). 

In literature the Belshazzar theme is treated 
in Lord Byron's poem Vision of Belshazzar 
I 1815 ) and in Roht>rt Landor's poem The l m
piuus Feast ( 1828) . It is the subject of plays
one in Hannah More's Sacred Dramas ( 1782 ), 
,rnd Belshazzar ( 1822), by Henry Hart Milman. 

In painting, Washington Allston began his 
pictorial interpretation of Belshazzar's Feast in 
1817 but did not complete it. 

BELT CONVEYOR. See CONVEYOR-Belt Con i t~. 

BELT DRIVE. See PowER-8. Transm is~io
11 

Other Form s of Power ( Mechanical Pr,
1
,. 

Transmission ); PvLLEY. 

BEL TON, bel't;m, is a ci ty in northwestern .',,,.. 
Carolina, in Anderson County, 30 miles 11, 
km ) by road so uth of Greenville. The 111 ,

11 
• 

facture of textiles and clothing are the prin, 1. industries . ~ 

Named after John Belton O'Neall, a Jl l•: 
and railroad de\·elopt•r, Belton was incorpor.,· · 
in 1855. It has a mayor-council form of gr11 ,, 

ment. Populati on : .5,312. 

BEL TON, bel't Jn, is a city in central T l·., ,1, · 
miles ( 93 km ) nortJ1 of Austin . It is the ,, . .,1 
Bell County. Its l'hief indu ·tries are the 111 ,. 
facture of rock-wool insulation, furnitun •. 
farm implements and the production of \ a11d 
gravel. ~l ary Hardin-Baylor College fo r " "

1
, 

is in Belton . Belton Dam and Reservoir 11 , miles ( 5 km ) to the north. 
The comm unity was organized in 1850 a1,d 

11 
called Nolanville. Its name was changed i11 J\· 
to Belton, possihly in honor of Peter Bl·II. :, 
ernor of Texas . Belton was incorporated ir1 1,-; 
and has a council-manager fom1 of govl' ru rr.,,, 
Population : 10,660. 

LENA AR~ISTR0:--1c, · Belton Carnegie /.,/,, .· 

BEL TRAFFIO, biil-traf'fyo, Giovanni Anton,o 
( 146i-1516 ), Itali an painter. His namt· i, ,I 
spelled Boltra ffio . He was born in /\ l ila 11 . .,, 
noble family ( somewhat unusual for an .111 " ' • 
the period ) . He appears to have studi,·d 11 , . 

vari9us teachers before becoming a di,c ·ipl, , • 
Leonardo da Vinci, and he undoubtedk 11111 .. , 
his style to a poirft just short ef servile ·i11 ,i t ti ., 

of Leonardo. Beltra ffio's paintings lack I'""'· 
but some, chiefly his madonnas, exude• :r I' rl' 
variety of Leonardesque charm. 

Beltraffio i also known as a portraiti,t II 
tried fresco, but the example survivi111.( i11 r' 
churches of San ~laurizio ( Milan ) and S:r11 t 1, 

frio ( Rome) do not reveal a deep und<' r, 1.11 .. I,, . 
of the medium. /\fuch of his work is i11 p11I I 
and private collections in Milan. The .l/11rf,.,, . .., 
of the Casio Family , one of his best wm k, . ,, 
the Louvre in Paris. Beltraffio died in \l rl .111 ,. 
June 15, 1516. 

BELTRAMI, bii l-tra 'me, Eugenio ( l8T'>- l'11Nr 
Italian mathematician. He was born i11 ( :,, ·111• · 
on ov. 16, 1835. His mathematical tal,•111 , "'" 
apparent when he was very young, and I" '• 
veloped them to the full. At the age 111 ~7 '·' 
became a professor of analytical geomt'lr, •' ' 11 ·' 
University of Bologna. From then unti l l,i, ,I, 111 
he occupied posts in the fin est Ita lian 111 ,i ,, ·,,tl•• · 
including Pisa, Rome, and Pavia. 

1 Beltrami's work ranged over tht• ,•11 111 ,· !,, · 
of pure and applied mathematics . I Ii- 1' 1• '1 

known for his work on theorit's of s11 rf., ,.·, ' 
space of constan t curYature . He also d, ·, '" •1 11

'' 

first models of non-Euclidean geometr~ . " '. ' ' 
lected papers, Ope re n1ate rnatic hc ( I l itl _ '.'. 

conta in articles on ~ubjects as di\'!·r,_,· '' 
1
~ ~ 

theory of fluid fl ow and elec tru111 ag11, ·tr , r11 
trami was named president of the Al'c:1 .l,·111 ' ', ;, 
Lincei in 1898, and he became a se11 ,t! 111 111 1 

He died in Rome on Feb. 18, HJOO . . . , 
L . PEARCE WtLLIA~rs, Comdl l " " ' 
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SCHOTZ- SCHUYLKILL RIVER 381 

shuts, Heinrich ( 1585-1672 ), Gemian colonial war claims. Returning in 1763, he de-
; who was one of the great geniuses of veloped lumbering and milling on his Saratoga 

century Cemian music and the most im- property. In 1764 he acted as commiss ioner to 
precursor of Johann Sebastian Bach. Al- determine the boundary between New York and 
famous primarily as a composer of Massachusetts, and he later helped settle the 
music, he is also remembered for his ew Hampshire boundary. As a representative 

(1627; now lost ), the first Cennan opera, in the New York Assem bl y in 1768, he ea rnes tl y 
for some fine madrigals. • defended the side of the colonists. 

iitz' contributions to German music were A delegate to the Continental Congress in 
us. He brilliantly translated and incorpo- 1775, Schuyler served on the committee to frame 

elements of the nuove musiche, or new ru les for the Continental Anny. On June 19. 
of Italy into his own compositions, pro- 1775, he was appointed one of the four Americ:an 
a superb synthesis of Italian and Ge rm an major generals and was placed in command of 

without sacrificing the spirit of the German the department of northern New York. Planning 
n. Influenced by Giovanni Cabrieli , his to invade Canada, he reached Lake Champlain, 

and by Claudio Monteverdi , Schutz where he left a subordinate in command of Fort 
' splendid choral works in which the Ticonderoga. Early in 1776 he led an expedition was given heightened dramatic importance. to Johnstown, N. Y., and captured British rn ili-
his greatest compositions are M ttsikalische tary stores. On July 4, 1777, Ticonderoga was 

( 1636 ), a requiem for soloists and evacuated by Gen. Arthur St. Clair, but the 
hristmas Oratorio ( 1664 ); and four mag- Americans effected a masterful re treat engineered 

11 t Passions, written in his old age. by Schuyler. Superseded by Gen. Horatio Cates 
Sebiitz was born in Kostritz, Saxony, on Oct. on August 4, Schuyler, at his own insistence, 
1!85. He was admitted to the chapel of was court-martialed for alleged neglect of duty 

as a choirboy in 1,599. The Landgrave in permitting the capture of Fort Ticonderoga. 
of Hesse-Kassel saw to his education, and He was acquitted and vindicated in 1778. The 
, Schutz went to the University of Mar- following year he resigned from the army. 

to study law. However, he was more In 1779-1780, Schuyler was again a delegate 
in music, and in 1609, sponsored by to the Continental Congress, and in 1780 he also 

_
0
_,,.._grave, he traveled to Venice, where he was chairman of a committee concerned with re-

under Giovanni Gabrieli until 1612. organizing am1y staff departments. He entered 
···tz returned to Cennany in 1613 and the New York State Senate in September 1780 

aerving as court organist in Kassel, went to and actively supported the Federalist campaign 
• There, in 1617, he became conductor to secure New York's ratification of the U. S. 
electoral chapel, a post he held, with Constitution. ·With Rufus King, he represented 

interruptions, thereafter. Schutz re- New York in the first U.S . .Senate ( 1789-1791 ). 
Venice in 1628. From 1633 to 1635 he Reelected in 1797, after another term in 'the New 
as court conductor in Copenhagen, re- York senate, he served until his retirement in 
in the same capacity in 1637-1638 and 1798. He died in Albany on Nov. 18, 1804. 

645. Although Schutz repeatedly asked Schuyler's daughter, Elizabeth, was the wife of 
relieved of his post in Dresden, his resig- Alexander Hamilton. 
was never accepted. He died in Dresden 

6, 1672. SCHUYLERVILLE, ski'lar-vil, is a village in east-
ern New York, in Saratoga county, on the 

TAFFEL (SS), shoots'stii-ful, an elite Hudson River, about 32 miles ( 51 km) north of 
Nazi organization, also known as the Albany. It has many historic associations. The 

•lllbirts. It was formed in 1925 under the firs t settlement, made in 1649, was burned in an 
:t'roopers ( SA ) to provide protection for Indian raid in 17 45. This had been called 
It began its real growth in 1929, when Saratoga, from an Indian word meaning "the 

Himmler became its leader, and its in- place of swift waters ." 
,xpanded after Hitler took power in 1933. The community, which was situated on the 

ge of June 30, 1934, the SS triumphed strategic line of communications between New 
SA, whose leaders were eliminated. York City and Canada, was rebuilt. The decisive 
SS quickly built up vast power within Battles of Saratoga in the American Revolution 

state, becoming the main exponent of were fought in the nearby countryside and are 
's "racial" policies and taking over the commemorated in the Saratoga national historic 

, the secret police. During World War park, 8 miles ( 12 km ) south of Schuylerville. 
llirting from a small base, the W affen SS, The village was incorporated in 1831 under 

- ... ~.,,...·zation's military arm, grew to about its present name, in memory of Gen. Philip 
. men and rivale.d the regular army in Schuyler, a leader of the Revolution. Popula-

The SS was also responsible for the tion : 1,256. 
tion policies in eastern Europe, and it 
the concentration camps. SCHUYLKILL RIVER, skool'kil, in southeastern 

Pennsylvani a, rises in Schuylkill county, Bows 
generally southeast

1 
and enters the Delawa re 

River at Philadelpnia. It is about 150 miles 
( 240 km ) long. Among the larger communities 
along its banks are the cities of Pottsville, 
Reading, Pottstown, and Norristown. Some of 
Philadelphia's port facilities are along the river. 
Philadelphia has obtained part of its \vater sup
ply from the Schuylkill . 

.,._.. ... _ • .r.", ski'lar, Philip John ( 1733-1804 ), 
soldier and political leader. A p romi
York landowner and businessman he 

, a Revolutionary War general, and he 
w . . the Continental Congress and in the 
u. S. Senate. 

yler was born to a landed family in 
• N. Y., on i\ov. 20, 1733. He served in 

,-, l'lll!:nc•h and Indian War, rising to the rank 
then went to England in 1761 to settle 

The river's name is derived from a Dutch 
word, schuilkil, which means "hidden channel." 

' I 
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PROF~ 

South 
China Sea 

People ~ 
Population: 6.3 + (1984 est.). Density: 
33 per sq. km . ..(90 per sq. mi.). Ethnic groups: 
Khmer, including Khmer Loeu (hill tnbes), 
90%; Chams, Vietnamese, Chinese, and a small 
number of Burmese. Religions: Theravada 
Buddhism, Islam, animism. Languages: 
Khmer spoken by more than 95% of the 
population, including minorities. 

Geography 

Area: 69,900 sq. mi. (181,040 sq. km.); approx• 
imately the size of Missouri. Capital: Phnom 
Penh (pop. 200,000 est.). Other Cities-Battam
bang, Siem Riep, Kompong Cham, Kompong 
Som, Kampong Thom. Terrain: Central plain 
drained by the Tonie Sap (Great Lake) and 
Mekong and Bassac Rivers. Heavy forests 
away from the river and lake, mountains in the 
southwest (Cardamom Mountains) and north 
(Dangrek Mountains) along the border with 
Thailand. Climate: Tropical monsoon with 
rainy season June-October and dry season 
November-May. 

Government 

Gove~ent is disputed between resistance 
groups and Vietnamese-installed authorities in 
Phnom Penh. No single authority controls the 
whole country. 

Kampuchea 
(Cambodia) 

United States Department of State 
Bureau of Public Affairs 

May 1984 

Administrative Subdivision: 18 Provinces 
and several municipalities: 

Flag: Democratic Kampuchea-a red field 
with three stylized yellow towers (represen
tative of Angkor Wat) in the center. Noncom
munists-two horizontal blue bands, divided 
by a wider red band on which is centered a 
white stylized representation of Angkor Wat. 
People's Republic of Kampuchea-a red field 
with five stylized yellow towers. 

Economy 

GNP: Figures unavailable. Per capita GNP is 
estimated at less than $100 . 

Agriculture: About 12 million acres 
(4,848,000 hectares) are unforested land; all 
are arable with irrigation but only 1.6 million 
hectares are cultivated; rural population 95%; 
Products-rice, rubber, sugar, others. 

Industry: Products-textiles, cement, 
some rubber products. Largely abandoned• 
since 1975. 

Natural Resources: Timber, gemstones, 
some iron ore, manganese, and phosphate; hy
droelectric potential from the Mekong River. 

Trade: Figures not available. Exports
dried fish, rubber, others unknown, but rice 
has potential. Partners-Vietnam, USSR, 
Eastern Europe. Imports-food, petroleum 
and lubricants, machinery, insecticides. 
Partners-Vietnam, USSR, Eastern Europe. 

Official exchange rate: Approx. 4 
Riel= US$1. Free market rate: 40-50 
Riel=US$1. 

Economic aid: Unknown amounts from 
USSR, Eastern Europe to areas under Viet
namese control. Some emergency aid from the 
UN and private groups. UN relief efforts coor
dinated by the Secretary General's Special Re• 
presentative for Humanitarian Assistance 
to the Kampuchean People provided more than 
$40 million a year in assistance, most of it for 
displaced Khmer along the Thai-Kampuchean 
border. 

Membership in International 
Organizations 

UN and specialized agencies, Non-Aligned 
Movement (not seated), IMO, IMF/IBRD (has 
not attended since 1975), Group of 77. 

INTRODUCTION 

In December 1978, Vietnam invaded 
Kampuchea, driving the Khmer Rouge 
regime of Democratic Kampuchea (DK) 
from Phnom Penh in early January and 
installing a client regime, under a 
former Khmer Rouge leader, Heng 
Samrin, which calls itself the People's 
Republic of Kampuchea (PRK). The 
United Nations has refused to replace 
Democratic Kampuchea's representatives 
in the Kampuchean seat with PRK 
representatives. A Vietnamese army of 
occupation estimated at 150,000-170,000 
men controls most of the country, in
cluding all the major cities and towns, but 
noncommunist groups and the Khmer 
Rouge continue to oppose Vietnam's OC· 
cupation and the Heng Samrin regime. 

The noncommunists include the 
Kroner People1s National Liberation 
Front (KPNLF) under former Prime 
Minister Son Sann and the National 
United Front for an Independent, Neu
tral, Peaceful, and Cooperative Cambodia 
(FUNCINPEC in French) under former 
head of state Prince N orodom Sihanouk. 
In June 1982, the KPNLF and FUN
CINPEC joined the Khmer Rouge to 
form the Coalition Government of 
Democratic Kampuchea (CGDK). The 
United States does not recognize any 
government in Kampuchea. 

The name "Kampuchea') is generally 
used in the Background Not,e. "Cam
bodia" is used in the historical section 
to refer to the country and its people 
before 1975. 
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Caribbean Sea 

Official Name: 
Republic of Cuba 

PROFILE 

People 

Noun and adjective: Cuban(s). Population 
(1981 census, preliminary dat.a): 9. 7 million; 
67% urban, 30% rural. Avg. annual growth 
rate: 1.2%. Density: 86/sq. km. (224/sq. mi.). 
Ethnic group: Spanish-African mixture. 
Language: Spanish. Literacy rate: 96% of 
physically fit between ages 10 and 49. 
Health: Infant morUJlity rate-slightly less 
than 25/1,000. Life expect,a,ncy-70 yrs. 
Work force: Agriculture-30%. Industry 

Cuba 
United States Department of State 
Bureau of Public Affairs 

April 1983 

and commerce-45%. Services-20%. 
Government-5%. 

Geography 

Area: 114,471 sq. km. (44,200 sq. mi.); about 
the size of Pennsylvania. Cities: Capital
Havana (pop. 1.9 million). Other cities-Sa.n
tiago de Cuba, Camaguey. Terrain: Flat or 
gently rolling plains, mount.ains up to 
1,800 m. (6,000 ft.), and hills. Climate: 
Tropical; avg. annual temperature 24 °C 
(76°F). 

Government 

Type: Communist st.ate. Independence: 
May 20, 1902. Latest constitution: 1976. 

Branches: Executive-president, Council 
of Ministers. Legislative-National Assembly 
of People's Government, headed by Council of 
St.ate. Judicial-subordinate to Council of 
St.ate. 

Political party: Communist Party (PCC). 
Suffrage: All citizens aged 16 and older, ex
cept those who have applied for permanent 
emigration. National elections were held in 
1976 for the National Assembly of the Peo
ple's Government, and municipal elections for 
local assemblies were held in 1981. 

Administrativ~ subdivisions: 14 prov
inces, 169 municipalities. 

National holidays: Jan. 1, Revolution 
Day; May 1, International Workers Day; 
July 26, Moncada Barracks Attack anniver
sary. 

Flag: White star centered on red 
equilateral triangle at st.aff side, 3 blue and 2 
white horizontal stripes in the background. 

Economy 

GNP (1979 est.): $9-11 billion. Annual 
growth rate (1980 est.): -1%/ +1%. Per 
capita income (1981 est.): $900-$1,100. 

Natural resources: Metals, primarily 
nickel. 

Agriculture: Sugar, tobacco, coffee, 
citrus and tropical fruits, rice, beans, meat, 
veget.ables. 

Major industries (17% of labor force): 
Refined sugar, metals. Other industries: Oil 
refining, cement, electric power, food proc
essing, light consumer and industrial prod-
ucts. · · 

Trade: E:cports-$4.7 billion (f.o.b. 1981): 
sugar and its byproducts (83%), nickel oxide 
and sulfide (10%), tobacco and its products, 
fish, rum, fruits . Major markets-USSR, 
Eastern Europe, China. Imports-$5.4 billion 
(c.i.f. 1980 approx. figures): capital equip
ment (33%), raw materials (33%), petroleum 
(10%), foodstuffs and consumer products 
(20%-25%). Major sources-USSR, Eastern 
Europe. 

Official exchange rate: 1 Cuban 
peso= US$1.28. 

Membership in International 
Organizations 

UN and various specialized agencies, in
cluding General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade; Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance (CEMA); observer, Economic 
Commission for Latin America (ECLA); In• 
ternational Sugar Council; Pan American 
Health Organization (P AHO); nonpartici
pating member, Organization of American 
St.ates (OAS) and Inter-American Develop
ment Bank (IDB); Latin American Economic 
System (SELA); Group of 77; Nonaligned 
Movement. 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

UNCLASSIFIED April 19, 1985 

TO: 'l'he Minister 

FROM: POL - Richard c. Barkle# 

SUBJECT: . The Bitbur9 Cemetery 

We have reviewed the Bitburg Cemetery register and have 
selected several possible young German soldiers whom the 
President might mention in his speech. Five were 17 when they 
died and one was 15. According to the information available in 
the BDC, none of those listed below vere members of the SS or 
the Nazi Party and there is n~ derogatory information in the 
BDC about them or, as far as can be determined, about their ~ ~ 
families. In the case of Metved, the BDC has no records at all 
of anyone with this relatively unusual surname. In those cases 
marked with an asterisk, we have been able to identify the 
soldiers' fathers and have also found no records regarding the 
fathers in the BDC. 

The only soldier buried at 
having been born in Bitburg is 
lieutenant who died at the age 
according to the ~egister. 

; 

the cemetary who is listed as 
Pet-er ·Wagner. Be was a 
of 32 on June 26, 1941, 

Bernard Fisch~, ,'born at Leer on March 2, 1927 served in the 

\
l •stamkompanie Grenadier• replacement battalion 105, and died on 

September 19, 1944. 

*Otto Gerh'ardstein, born at Bergzabern on October 20, 1927 and 
died on Pebruary 28, 1945. 

*Hermann Juetten born at Gierscheid on July 16, 1927 and died 
\l on December 29, 1944. 

,,,.._ 

•~artin Kahlenberg, born ·at Osnabrueck on January 4, 1927 and 
\1 died on March 5, 1945. 

*Gottfried Metwed, born at Lechen/Karbur9 on October 17, 1928, 
/ , , . served· with the •2.1 Schnedzen• replacement battalion 18 and 

( ~ ~ - died 16 days short of his 16th birthday on· October 1, 19:44. 

\' 
tarl Heinz Schwarz, born at Essen on September 15, 1927, served 
wi ~h the •~tamkompanie c• replacement battalion 193, and died 
on March 15, ·1945_ 

We have also attached a list of other possible candidates. 

POL:RDJOhj).Son:FAC 
· ll,pj . 

UNCLASSIFIED 

\ 

.... 



List of other possible 17-year olds 

Name 

Walter Diederichs 

Johannes Dudziak 

Bans Ehret 

Bans Gerlieb 

Gerhard Guerr 

tarl Heinz Beidelstaedt 

Franz Herding 

Belmut Krabbe 

Bans Rommel 

Johannes Schmidt 

August Wiegreffe 

Erich Zech 

f 

Date of birth/ 
·. t>ate of death 

17/07/27 
2c1021,s 

04/06/27 
19/12/44 

25/10/27 
29/01/45 

25/08/27 
16/02/45 

16/12/27 
24/01/45 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

LIMITED OFFICIAL OSE 
MEMORANDUM 

TO : The Minister 

April 25, 1985 

FROM : POL - Richard B. Barkley 

SUBJECT: The Bitburg Cemetery and the Malmedy Massacre 

The Berlin Document Center has checked the files in the 
Center of the identified ss members buried at Bitburg concernJng 
the possibility that some of . the perpetrators of the Malmedy · : ~ 
massacre of American POW's might be buried at Bitburg. The BDC __ 
was able to identify only two soldiers who had ever been assigned ~ 

/ to the 1st ss Panzer Division, the unit responsible for the 
massacre. They were Walter Prassek and Marinus Werner. 
Frassek's SS records do not indicate that he was assigned to the 
1st ss Panzer Division after August 1944. The entry in the 
graves register and the SS records in the BDC state that Frassek 
died on September 15, · 1944. Werner •·s BDC records do not indic·ate 
affiliation with the 1st ss Panzer Division after 1939. Bis 
entry in the graves registry states that .. he died on September 16, 
1944. Since both of these men died well before December 1944 
when the Malmedy massacre took place, neither could have 
physically taken parttin it. We, therefore, have found nothing 
in the BDC or the gr~ves register to substantiate speculation 
that any of those buried at Bitburg were involved in the killing 
of American POWs at Malmedy. 

We plan to report the above by cable to the Department. 

Drafted:POL:RJohnson:cw 

LIMITED OFFICAL USE 
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PROFILE 

People 

Noun and adjective: Gerrnan(s). Population 
(1980 est.): 61.6 million, expected to decline 
gradually because of low birth rates: Ethnic 
groups: Primarily German; Danish minority. 
Religions: Protestant 44%, Roman Catholic 
45%. Language: German. Education: Years 
compulsory-10. Attendance-100%. 
Literacy-99%. Health: Infant mortality 
rat.e-13.5/1,000. Life expectancy-women 
73.4 yrs., men 67.2 yrs. Work force (27 
million): Agriculture-6%. Industry and 
commerce-48%. Services-25%. Govern
ment-10%. 

Geography 

Area: 249,535 sq. km. (95,975 sq. mi.) in
cluding West Berlin; about the size of Wyo
ming. Cities: Capital-Bonn (pop. 300,000). 
Other cities-West Berlin (about 2 million), 
Hamburg (about 2 million), Munich (1.3 
million). Terrain: Lowlands in the north, cen
tral uplands, mountainous Alpine region in 
the south. Climate: Temperate; cooler than 
much of the US. 

Government 

Type: Federal republic. Independence: 1954 
(London and Paris agreements gave FRG full 
sovereignty). Occupation Statute: Septem
ber 21, 1949, granted full self-government. 

Branches: Executive-president (titular 
chief of state), chancellor (executive head of 
government). Legislative-bicameral Parlia
ment. Judicial-independent, Federal Con
stitutional Court. Subdivisions: 10 Laender 
(states). The western sectors of Berlin are 
governed by the US, the UK, and France, 
which together- with the USSR have special 
rights and responsibilities in Berlin. 

Political parties: Christian Democratic 
Union/Christian Social Union (CDU/CSU); 
Social Democratic Party (SPD); Free 
Democratic Party (FDP); "Greens"· (en
vironmentalists); National Democratic Party 
(NPD); Communist Party (DKP). Suffrage: 
Universal over 18. 

Central government budget (FY 1982): 
$101.18 billion. 

Defense: 3.4% of GNP (1981 est.). 
Flag: Three horizontal bands, black, red, 

and gold, from top to bottom. 

Economy 

GNP (1982): $658.8 billion. Annual growth 
nte (1982): -1.19% (real). Per capita in
come: $10,688." Avg. inflation rate: 4.8%. 

Natural resources: Iron, coal, potash. 
Agriculture (2% of GNP): Grains, 

potatoes, sugar beets. 
Industry (43% of GNP): Iron, st.eel, coal, 

cement, chemicals, machinery, ships, vehicles. 
Trade (1982): Ezports-$175.5 billion: 

chemicals, motor vehicles, iron and st.eel 
products. Major markets-EC and European 
countries, US, Latin America, communist 
countries, OPEC countries. Imports-$162 
billion: raw materials, fuels, machinery. Ma
jor suppliers-EC countries, US, Latin 
America, communist countries. 

Official exchange nte (May 1983): 
About 2.47 Deutsche marks- US$1. 

Membership in International 
Organizations 

UN and affiliated agencies, Council of 
Europe, European Community (EC), Western 
European Union (WEU), Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), International Energy Agency, 
INTELSAT. 
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PEOPLE 
' 

The population of the Federal Republic 
of Germany (F.R.G.) is primarily Ger
man; however, foreign guest workers 
and their dependents constitute about 
6.5% of the 61.6 million inhabitants. An 
ethnic Danish minority lives in the 
north. 

Renowned for their economic" pro
ductivity, Germans are increasingly well 
educated; the number of youths entering 
universities has nearly tripled t.o 20% 
since World War II. Trade and technical 
schools are among the world's best. 

German culture has produced some 
of the greatest artists and intellectuals 
of all time. Composers, artists, writers, 
scholars, and scientists have always en
joyed prestige in Germany. 

With per capita income exceeding 
$10,000, postwar Germany has become a 
broadly middle-class society. Housing 
policy has supported the dream of most 
Germans t.o own homes. Modern Ger
mans are also more mobile; millions 
travel abroad each year. 

GEOGRAPHY 

The F.R.G. is located in north-central 
Europe, bordered by the North and 
Baltic Seas, Denmark, France, Belgium, 
the German Democratic Republic 
(G.D.R.), the Netherlands, Czecho
slovakia, Austria, Switzerland, and 
Luxembourg. 

The terrain varies from the plains of 
the northern lowlands through the cen
tral uplands and Alpine foothills t.o the 
Bavarian Alps. The Alps extend along 
the southern boundary from the 
Bodensee, a lake on the Swiss border, t.o 
the Austrian border near Salzburg. The 
highest peak is the Zugspitze (2,916 
meters-9,720 ft.). In the west is the 
Rhine River, the most important com
mercial waterway in Europe. In the 
southwestern corner of the country is 
the Black Forest, so named because of 
the deep green of its firs and because 
their thick cover keeps the forest floor 
in twilight. 

The climate varies but is mainly 
maritime and temperate. The average 
winter temperature in the north is 1.6°C 
rn5°F) and in the south, -2.7°C (27°F). 

rmmer temperatures average 16°
l80C (61 °-66°F) in the north and 20°C 
(68°F) or slightly higher in the south. 
Precipitation varies during the year 
from about 50 t.o 75 centimeters (20-30 
in.) in most of the country, although as 

much as 203 centimeters (80 in.) may 
fall in the Bavarian Alps. Sometimes 
during a low-pressure system, the coun
try experiences the Foehn, a warm, 
tropical wind similar t.o the French 
Mistral or the American Chinook. In 
spring, the Foehn breaks the cloud cover 
and melts the snow. 

HISTORY 

Germanic tribes, coming from the north 
and east, began entering the territ.ory of 
Germany nearly 4,000 years ago. They 
pushed back the Celts and were strongly 
established when they encountered the 
Romans moving north under Augustus. 
They defeated Augustus in the battle of 
the Teut.oburg Forest in A.D. 9, st.op
ping Roman expansion on the Danube
Rhine line. 

Thus, much of Germany did not ex
perience Latin culture directly and 
adopted Christianity later than did the 
Roman world. The baptism of Clovis in 
A.D. 496 opened the way for widespread 
conversion of the Franks and other Ger
manic tribes and culminated three cen
turies later with the crowning of the 
Frank "Karl the Great" (Charlemagne) in 
A.D. 800 as Holy Roman Emperor. 

Although some Germanic emperors 
asserted imperial power after 
Charlemagne, the 1,000 years before the 
rise of modern Germany in the 19th cen
tury were dominated politically by 
decentralizing forces. Even after 
feudalism had ebbed, the authority of 
local princes, especially of a number of 
powerful duchies, dominated through 
the Napoleonic era. The Thirty Years 
War (1618-48), a series of conflicts 
among Protestant and Catholic forces, 
decimated Germany's population. An 
uneasy balance remained between Prot
estant and Catholic states, which con
tinued t.o war against each other 
periodically. 

The rise of Prussian power, sup
ported by growing German nationalism, 
eventually ended the fighting among 
German states and resulted in the for
mation of the German Empire in 1871 
under the chancellorship of Bismarck. 
Though authoritarian in many-respects, 
the empire permitted the development 
of political parties, including the 
Socialists, and Bismarck was credited 
with passing the most advanced social 
welfare legislation of the age. Dynamic 
expansion of military power, however, 
contributed t.o tension on the Continent. 
The fragile European balance of power 
broke down in 1914; World War I left 
millions dead and led t.o the collapse of 
the empire. 

The postwar Weimar Republic 

(1919-33) sought t.o draw on Germany's 
liberal traditions but was handicapped 
by terrible economic problems-the in
flation of the early 1920s and the 
post-1929 world depression-as well as 
the political legacy of the Versailles 
treaty, which imposed on Germany a 
heavy burden of reparations and loss of 
territ.ory. The new experiment in repub
lican, parliamentary democracy was 
unable t.o overcome the opposition of 
large political factions, and the republic 
suffered from a succession of weak 
governments formed by multiparty coali
tions. The National Socialist (Nazi) 
Party, led by a demagogic excorporal, 
Adolf Hitler, emphasized nationalist 
themes, such as the alleged betrayal of 
Germany ~y German republican repre
sentatives at Versailles, and promised t.o 
put the huge unemployed part of the 
population back t.o work. The party 
achieved power through a coalition in 
1933. Once in power, Hitler and his 
party quickly undermined or abolished 
democratic institutions and installed a 
program of racism that resulted, during 
World War II, in the deliberate, wide
spread extermination of Jews and other 
"inferior peoples," carried out by the 
Elite Guard (Sch:ututaffel-SS). In the 
1930s, Hitler also began t.o rest.ore the 
econ;>my and German military strength. 
His ambitions led Germany int.o World 
War II, destruction, def eat, and loss of 
territ.ory. 

Upon Germany's unconditional sur
render on May 8, 1945, the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and the 
U.S.S.R. occupied the country and 
assumed responsibility for its govern• 
ment The three commanders in chief 
exercised supreme authority in their 
respective zones and, sitting as ·the 
Allied Control Council (ACC), acted 
jointly by unanimous decision on ques
tions affecting Germany as a whole. At 
Potsdam in August 1945, the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and the 
Soviet Union agreed t.o a broad program 
of decentralization, treating the country 
as a single economic unit with certain 
central, administrative departments. 
Subsequently, France joined the ACC 
and was given a separate zone of oc
cupation. These plans failed, primarily 
because of ever-increasing differences 
with the Soviet Union. In 1948, the 
Soviets withdrew from the Four Power 
governing bodies of Germany and Berlin 
and instituted the Berlin blockade. 

The year 1948 marked a turning 
point. To create a nu~eus for a future 
German Government, the United States 
and the United Kingdom expanded the 
size and powers of the German 
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Economic Council, established a year 
earlier in their two zones. The program 
provided for a constituent assembly in 
the West German territory, an occupa
tion statute governing relations between 
the Allies and the German authorities, 
and the economic merger of the French 
with the British and U.S. zones. 

On September 20, 1949, the Govern
ment of the Federal Republic of Ger
many was established, led by Konrad 
Adenauer. On September 21, the oc
cupation statute came into force, grant
ing, with certain exceptions, full powers 
of self-government to the new state. The 
F.R.G. quickly progressed toward fuller 
sovereignty and association with Euro
pean neighbors and the Atlantic com
munity, _achieved through the London 
and Paris agreements of 1954. That 
opened the way for membership in the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) and the Western European 
Union (WEU). 

The three Western Allies retained 
occupation powers in Berlin and certain 
responsibilities for Germany as a whole. 
Under the new arrangements, the Allies 
continued to station troops within the 
F.R.G. for NATO defense, pursuant to 
status-of-forces agreements with the 
F.R.G. All forces-except the 60,000 
French troops-are now under NATO's 
joint defense command. (France with
drew from NATO's military command in 
1967.) 

U.S. forces in the F.R.G. total about 
240,000, of which some 205,000 are 
army and more than 34,000 are air force 
personnel. The three major commands 
are U.S. Command, Europe 
{USEUCOM) outside Stuttgart; U.S. 
Army, Europe {USAREUR) at 
Heidelberg; and U.S. Air Force, Europe 
{USAFE) at Ramstein. Although most 
U.S. forces are stationed in southern 
and central Germany, in 1978 the for
ward brigade of an army division sta
tioned in the United States moved into 
new facilities outside Bremen, 
strengthening the defense posture on 
the North German Plain. 

. In July 1955, the F .R.G. began to 
form its own defense forces, which now 
total 490,000, all under NATO command 
and the largest European contribution of 
conventional strength to NATO. 

The German Parliament has adopted 
extraordinary measures to ensure 
civilian political control of the military 
and to prevent the reestablishment of 
militarism. The F.R.G. is keenly in
terested in disarmament and par
ticipates in the mutual and balanced 
force reduction negotiations in Vienna 
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as well as in the implementation 
meetings following the 1975 Helsinki 
Conference on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe. 

GOVERNMENT 

The government is parliamentary and 
based on a democratic constitution 
(Basic Law) emphasizing the protection 
of individual liberty and divided power 
in a federal structure. The republic con
sists of 10 states, or Laender. 

The chancellor (prime minister) 
heads the executive branch of the 
federal government. The cabinet, con
sisting of the chancellor and the federal 
ministers, is usually referred to as the 
government. 

The duties of the president (chief of 
state) are largely ceremonial. Real 
power is exercised by the chancellor. 
Although elected by and responsible to 
the Bundestag (lower and principal 
chamber of the Parliament), the 
chancellor cannot be removed from of
fice during his or her 4-year term unless 
the Bundestag has agreed on a suc-
cessor. . 

The Bundestag, elected for a _4-year 
term, consists of 496 deputies (plus 22 
representatives from Berlin, who have 
no vote in plenary sessions except on 
procedural matters). 

The Bundesrat (upper chamber or 
Federal Council) consists of 41 members 
who are delegates of the 10 Laender and 
4 representatives of the Berlin Govern
ment, who have nonvoting status. 

The legislature has powers of ex
clusive jurisdiction and concurrent 
jurisdiction (with the Laender) in fields 
specifically enumerated by the Basic 
Law. The Bundestag bears the major 
responsibility. The role of the Bundesrat 
is limited except in matters concerning 
Laender interests, where it can exercise 
substantial veto power. 

The F.R.G. has~ independent 
judiciary consisting of the Federal Con
stitutional Court, the Federal High 
Court of Justice, and federal courts with 
jurisdiction in administrative, financial, 
labor, and social matters. The highest 
court is the Federal Constitutional 
Court, consisting of 24 members serving 
in 2 panels of 12 each. The principal 
functions of the court are to ensure 
unifo!'lll interpretation of constitutional 
provisions and to protect the fundamen
tal rights of the individual citizen as 
defined in the Basic Law. 

Principal Government Officials 
President-Karl Carstens 
Chancellor-Helmut Kohl (CDU) 

Vice Chancellor-Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher (FDP) 

Ministers 

Defense-Manfred Woerner (CDU) 
Economic Cooperation-Juergen 

Warnke (CSU) 
Economics-Otto Count Lambsdorff 

(FDP) 
Education and Science-Dorothee 

Wilms (CDU) 
Finance-Gerhard Stoltenberg (CDU) 
Nutrition, Agriculture, and Forests

Ignaz Kiechle (CSU) 
Foreign Affairs-Hans-Dietrich 

Genscher (FDP) 
Interior-Friedrich Zimmerman (CSU) 
Justice-Hans Engelhard (FDP) 
Labor and Social Welfare and Health

Norbert Bluem (CDU) 
Regional Planning, Housing, and City 

Planning-Oscar Schneider (CSU) 
Research and Technology-Heinz 

Riesenhuber (CDU) 
Transportation-Werner Dollinger 

(CSU) 
Post and Telecommunications

Christian Schwarz-Schilling (CDU) 
Youth and Family Affairs ....... Heiner 

Geissler (CDU) 

The F.R.G. maintains an embassy in 
the United States at 4645 Reservoir 
Road NW., Washington, D.C. 20007 (tel. 
202-298-4000). 

POLITICAL CONDITIONS 

Since the establishment of the F.R.G. in 
1949, political life has been marked by 
remarkable stability and orderly succes
sion. The Adenauer era (1949-63) was 
followed by a brief period under Ludwig 
Erhard (1963-66) who, in turn, was 
rephtced as chancellor by Kurt Georg 
Kiesinger (1966-69). These governments 
were all formed by the united caucus of 
the Christian Democratic Union (CDU) 
and Christian Social Union (CSU), either 
alone or in coalition with the smaller 
Free· Democratic Party (FDP). 
Kiesinger's "grand coalition" included 
the CDU/CSU and the Social Democratic 
Party (SPD). In the 1969 election, the 
SPD, headed by Willy Brandt, gainecl 
enough votes to form a coalition govern
ment with the FDP, leaving the 
CDU/CSU in the opposition. 

In October 1969, in his first address 
to the Bundestag, newly elected 
Chancellor Brandt outlined a program of 
broad social and economic reforms but 
declared that his government would 
follow a foreign policy of continuity: the 
F.R.G. would remain firmly rooted in 
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Berlin is located 176 kilometers (110 mi.) in
side the G.D.R. and is entirely surrounded by 
its territory. Although the city is not a part 
of the F .R.G. and continues not to be gov
erned by,.it, strong ties have developed be
tween tne city and the F.R.G. over the years. 

Many people in Germany, West and East, 
look upon Berlin as the German capital and 
believe that it will ultimately be restored to 
its former position whenever Germany is 
reunified. The G.D.R. claims Berlin as its 
capital, and its principal government offices 
are located in the city's eastern sector. In 
spite of the Berlin Wall, West Berlin is a 
vital urban center and a magnetic attraction 
and source of hope to the people of the 
G.D.R. 

Berlin's Special Status 

After World War Il, Berlin was not included 
in any of the other zones of occupation but 
was made a separate area under quadripar
tite control. Berlin was the seat of the Allied 
Control Council, which was to govern Ger
many as a whole and which was also to be 
the seat of the eventual central German 
Government. In 1948, however, the Soviets 
repudiated their wartime agreements and 
refused to participate any longer in the 
quadripartite administration of Germany. At 
the same time, they refused to continue to 

the Atlantic alliance but would intensify 
previous governments' tentative efforts 
to improve relations with Eastern 
Europe and the G:D.R. 

The F.R.G. commenced this ex
panded Eastern policy-Ostpolitik-by 
negotiating nonaggression treaties with 
-~zechoslovak:ia, Bulgaria, and Hungary. 
The F.R.G.'s relations with the G.D.R. 
posed particularly difficult questions. 
Though anxious to relieve hardships for 
divided families and to reduce friction 
with the G.D.R., the F.R.G. was intent 
on retaining its concept of "two German 
states in one German nation." This re
quirement made negotiations with the 
G.D.R. prolonged and difficult on a 
number of subjects. Nevertheless, the 
two German states concluded a number 
of agreements, including one providing 
for the ex~ange of permanent repre
sentatives, who assumed their posts in 
1974. The F.R.G. and the G.D.R. were 
admitted to the United Nations on 
September 18, 1973, and the F.R.G. was 
a Security Council member during 
1977-78. 

Berlin 

cooperate in the joint administration of 
Berlin, drove the government elected by the 
people of Berlin out of its seat in the Soviet 
sector, and installed a communist regime in 
its place. 

Berlin remains a quadripartite respon
sibility, although the Allied authority (the 
Berlin Kommandatura-boycotted by the 
Soviets since 1948) can exercise effective 
authority only in the three Western sectors 
of Berlin. West Berlin (lJ.S., U.K., a;nd 
French sectors) has a population of about 2 
million and covers an area of 483 square 
kilometers (186 sq. mi.). East Berlin (Soviet 
sector) has a population of 1.1 million and an 
area of 403 square kilometers (155 sq. mi.). 
The infamous 45-kilometer (28 mi.) Berlin 
Wall divides the two parts of the city. Access 
through the wall is restricted to eight cross-
ing points. · 

To a degree compatible with the city's 
special status, the Western Allies have 
turned over control and management of city 
affairs to the Berlin Senat (Executive) and 
House of Representatives, governing bodies 
established by constitutional process and 
chosen on the basis of free elections. The 
Allies and the German authorities in the 
F .R.G. and West Berlin do not recognize the 
communist city regime in East Berlin. 

To reduce the ·psychological and practical 
hardships of Berlin's isolation, a close rela
tionship has been developed between the 
Government of West Berlin and that of the 
F .R.G. For example, representatives of the 

In November 1972, a series of party 
crossovers resulting from disagreements 
over Ostpolitik led to the F.R.G.'s first 
federal elections held before the end of 
the normal Bundestag term. The 
SPD/FDP coalition gained a stable 
parliamentary majority: the SPD in
creased its seats in the Bundestag from 
224 to 230, and the FDP, from 30 to 42. 
The opposition CDU/CSU dropped from 
242 to 224 seats. Chancellor Brandt re
mained head of government until May 
197 4, when he resigned after a senior 
member of this staff, Guenter 
Guillaume, was arrested and accused of 
being an officer in the G.D.R. in
telligence service. 

Finance Minister Helmut Schmidt 
formed a government and received the 
unanimous support of the SPD and FDP 
members. Hans-Dietrich Genscher, a 
leading FDP official who had served as 
interior minister under Brandt, became 
the vice chancellor and foreign minister, 
replacing FDP Chairman Walter Scheel, 
who was-elected separately to the 
federal presidency. 

In his first speech to the Bundestag, 
Chancellor Schmidt described the prin-

city participate in the F .R.G. Parliament, 
although as nonvoting members; appropriate 
West German agencies, such as the Supreme 
Administrative Court, have their permanent 
seats in West Berlin; and the governing 
mayor of Berlin takes his or her turn as 
president of the Bundesrat. These ties be
tween the F.R.G. and West Berlin were reaf
firmed in the 1972 quadripartite agreement. 
In addition, the Allies carefully consult with 
the F.R.G. and Berlin Governments on 
foreign policy questio,ns involving reunifica
tion and the status of Berlin. 

The quadripartite agreement on Berlin 
has contributed to many practical im
provements in easing the life of Berliners. It 
provides for unhiudered civilian access to 
Berlin and greater freedom of movement be
tween the Eastern and Western sectors, and 
it contains a Soviet acknowledgement of the 
ties which has grown between West Berlin 
and the F.R.G., including the latter's right to 
represent Berlin abroad. 

Major events such as fairs and festivals 
have been sponsored in West Berlin, and in
vestment in commerce and industry has been 
encouraged by special concessionary tax 
legislation. The results of such efforts, com
bined with effective city administration and 
the Berliners' energy and spirit, have been 
encouraging. Berlin's morale has been sus
tained, and its industrial production has sur
passed the prewar level considerably. 

• 
cipal themes of his administration as 
"continuity and concentration." A strong 
supporter of the European Community 
(EC) and the Atlantic alliance, Schmidt 
emphasized his commitment to "the 
political unification of Europe in part
nership with the U.S.A." 

Political extremism poses no political 
challenge. On the left, the main party is 
the Moscow-oriented German Com
munist Party (DKP), the successor to 
the Communist Party of Germany 
(KPD), declared unconstitutional in 
1956. It ·has polled less than 1 % of the 
vote in recent elections, far short of the 
5% minimum required for representa
tion in the Bundestag. 

The principal party on the right, the 
National Democratic Party (NPD), is a 
strongly n~tionalistic group. Its strength 
peaked in the late 1960s, and it polls less 
than 1 % of the national vote. It is 
represented in neither the Bundestag 
nor the Laender legislatures. 

In the 1970s environmentalists, con
cerned that the major parties would not 
do enough to protect the environment, 
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organized politically as the "Greens." In 
many cities they were able to poll close 

• to 5% in th~ 1979 European Parliament 
election. Opposition to expanded use of 
nuclear power and to aspects of highly 
industrialized society were principal 
campaign issues. Though considered a 
short-term phenomenon by some 
political observers, the "Greens" com
mand extensive intellectual sympathy 
and have grown in importance since 
1980. In the March 1983 national elec
tions, they received 5.6% of the vote! 
qualifying for Bundestag representation. 

Major rarties 

An important aspect of postwar German . 
politics has been the emergence of_ a . 
moderate Christian party, the Christian 
Democratic Union, operating with /1 
related Bavarian party, the Christian 
Social Union. Although each party main
tains its own structure, the two form a 
common caucus in the Bundestag and do 
not run opposing campai~. The . 
CDU/CSU is loosely organized, contam
ing Catholics, Protestants, rural in
terests and members of all economic 
classes'. It is generally conservative on 
economic and social policy and more 
identified with the Roman Catholic and 
Protestant Churches than are the other 
major parties, although its p~ms ~e 
pragmatic rather than ideological. Until 
the 1969 election, the CDU/CSU had 

· participated, either alone or as the domi
nant coalition partner, in every federal 
government. It returned to power in Oc
tober 1982 after the ruling SPD/FDP 
coalition b;oke up. The FDP joined the 
CDU/CSU in the government, and CDU 
Chairman Helmut Kohl became 
chancellor. His government was 
reelected on March 6, 1983. Both Kohl 
and the conservative, controversial 
chairman of the CSU, Franz Josef 
Strauss had tried unsuccessfully to 
unseat Chancellor Schmidt, during elec
tions in 1976 and 1980, re~vely. 

The Social Democratic Party (SPD) 
is the second majol'. party in the F.~.G. 

· Historically, it had advocated Marxist 
principles, but in its "Go<!esberg Pro
gram," adopted in 1959, 1t aban?oned 
the concept of a class party, while con
tinuing to stress social welfare pro-_ 
grams. In fore~gn policy, it t:mph~izes 
German ties With the Atlantic alliance 
but seeks improved relations with 
Eastern Europe, including the G.D.R. 
Willy Brandt is the party chairman. The 
SPD has a powerful base in the bigger 
cities and industrialized Laender, 
although it suffered several ~tbacks in 
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the 1983 elections in such traditionally 
strong areas. 

The Free Democratic Party (FDP) 
traditionally has been composed mainly 
of middle- and upper-class Protestants 
who consider themselves "independents" 
and heirs to the European "liberal tradi
tion." Although the party is weak o!1 the 
state level and is a minor party national
ly, it has participated in 1!1?st postwar 
governments. It has trad1tio~y per~ 
formed the function of a centrist, swmg 
party, cooperating with one of ih:e. two 
major parties to build stable coalitions. 

ECONOMY 

The F.R.G. ranks among the world's 
most important economic powers. From 
the 1948 currency reform until the early 
1970s, it experienced almost con~uous 
economic expansion. Real growth m . 
gross national product (GNP) slowed m 
197 4, however, and declined more than 
3% in 1975. In 1982, GNP growth was a 
negative 1.1%. By 1983, however, the 
economy seemed to be headed back on 
the grqwth pa~, although at a much 
slower /pace than' during the reconstruc
tion period. 

The F.R.G. economy is heavily ex
port oriented, with 33% of its GNP in 
1982 shipped abroad. The Deutsche . 
mark is one of the strongest currenCies 
in the world. A major concern of F.R.G. 

Government officials and economic plan
ners is the country's depende~ce on. 
foreign energy sources, especially ?il, 
but the F.R.G. has made progress~ 
adapting to higher oil prices, as eVI
denced by its return to current account 
surplus. 

The F.R.G.'s economy operates . 
mainly on a free-market basis. Competi
tion and free enterprise are fostered as 
a matter of government policy. How
ever the state participates in the owner
ship 'and management of major seg
ments of the economy, including such 
public services as railroad, airline, and 
telephone systems. . 

The F .R.G. is one of the leading 
members of the EC, and its trade and 
commercial policy is increasingly deter
mined by agreements among EC 
members. · 

Investment 

The F.R.G. Government has followed a 
liberal policy toward U.S. investment. 
About 65% of U.S. capital invested in 
the F.R.G. is in manufacturing (the 
largest share is in the au~m~bile in
du1,try), and another 25% 1s m 
petroleum. 

The United States, EC members, 
Austria and Switzerland are the 
F.R.G.'~ major trading partners. The 
United States had sales of about $10.1 
billion in 1981. In that year, the F.R.G. 
exported goods valued at ~ut $1_1.4 
billion to the United States, m~ludin~ 
motor vehicles, machinery, roll~g mill. 
products, chemicals, and electrical eqwp
ment. U.S. sales to the F.R.G. are con
centrated in chemicals, machin~ry, . 
soybeans, defense item~, elt:ctrical eqwp
ment edible fats and oils, aircraft, 
tob~, and grains. 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The F.R.G.'s· foreign policy emphasizes 
maintaining close ties with the United 
States membership in NATO, a close 
Fran~German relationship, progress 
toward West European integration, and 
improving relations with Eastern 
Europe. 

The F.R.G. has taken part in all of 
the joint postwar efforts aimed at closer 
political economic, and defense coopera
tion am~ng the countries of Western 
Europe. It is a charter member of _the 
Eurepean Coal and Steel Commuruty, 
formed in 1952, and it joined the 
Brussels treaty members in 1954 to 
form the Western European Union, 
which placed certain controls on Gen:nan 
rearmament. At the same time, the 
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F.R.G. also renounced the manufacture 
of atomic, bacteriological, and chemical 
weapons. It signed the Nuclear Non
proliferation Treaty with ratification 
completed in 1974. The Biological War
fare Convention was signed on April 10, 
1972. 

The F.R.G. became a member of 
NATO in 1955. In 1957, it signed the 
Treaties of Rome, thereby becoming a 
member of the European Economic 
Community (EEC) and the European 
Atomic Energy Community 
(EURATOM), both of which were 
established in 1958. In January 1963, 
the F.R.G. signed a treaty of reconcilia
tion with France, aimed at future 
political, military, and cultural 
cooperation. 

Relations With Eastern Europe 

As part of a divided country positioned 
in the middle of the Continent, the 
F.R.G.'s relations with Eastern Europe 
are complex. In 1955, it established 
diplomatic relations with ~.S.S.R. 
By 1958, the U.S.S.R. had repatriated 
thousands of prisoners of war and Ger
man civilians, and the F.R.G. and the 
Soviet Union had reached limited trade 
and consular agreements. However, a 
series of Soviet-engineered Berlin crises 
and a steady Soviet campaign of vilifica
tion, to discredit the F.R.G. Government 
and divide it from its Western allies, 
kept relations strained. 

At a Geneva foreign ministers' 
meeting in 1959, France, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States pro
posed solving the Berlin problem by 
establishing a unified German state on 
the basis of free elections within a 
framework of measures guaranteeing 
European security. This proposal was 
rejected by the U.S.S.R., which insisted 
on concluding peace treaties with "both 
German states." 

The Soviets also advocated, as the 
only acceptable method of achieving 
reunification, direct negotiations be
tween West and East Germany under 
conditions that could lead to their 
merger. These conditions included the 
dissolution of German ties to the West 
and the extension of communist in
fluence throughout Germany. A June 
1961 meeting between President 
Kennedy and Premier Khrushchev 
resulted in a Soviet ultimatum that the 
U.S.S.R. would sign a peace treaty with 
the East German regime before the end 
of that year. Although no basis for 
negotiation among the wartime Allies 

had been found, the Soviets did not 
carry out their threat to sign a separate 
peace. 

On August 13, 1961, the East Ger
mans began building a wall through the 
center of Berlin, effectively dividing the 
city and slowing the flood of refugees 
from East Germany through Berlin to 
the West to a trickle. The wall became 
the symbol of the East's political debility 
and Germany's division. It has prevented 
East Germans from freely visiting West 
Berlin. · 

The F.R.G.'s Ostpolitik seeks to im
prove the situation in Germany and 
Berlin, reduce tensions in central 
Europe, and promote normalization of 
relations between the F.R.G. and its 
East European neighbors. This policy 
originated in the 1950s and 1960s, when 
the F.R.G. sought first to establish trade 
pacts and, later, diplomatic relations 
with East European countries. 
Agreements, including the "Berlin 
clause" providing for the inclusion of 
West Berlin, were signed with Poland, 
Hungary, Bulgaria, and Romania. 
Diplomatic ~ations were established 
with Romania and reestablished with 
Yugoslavia . . The F.R.G. also signed 
agreements with Czechoslovakia, re
nouncing the use of force, and with the 
G.D.R., establishing relations. 

This policy of reconciliation with 
Eastern Europe was intensified by 
Chancellor Brandt's government when it 
assumed power in October 1969. Brandt 
met twice with G.D.R. Prime Minister 
Willi Stoph in early 1970 in an effort to 
establish Brandt's concept of a special 
relationship between the two German 
states within one German nation. 

The F.R.G. also negotiated treaties 
with the Soviet Union and Poland in 
1970, accepting the present European 
borders as inviolable and undertaking to 
settle disputes by peaceful means. Dur
ing these negotiations, the F.R.G. con
sulted its Western allies. Four Power 
rights and responsibilities for Berlin and 
Germany ~ a whole were not affected 
by these bilateral agreements. Both 
treaties were submitted to the German 
Parliament in December 1971 and were 
ratified in May 1972; they were signed 
into law by President Gustav Heinemann 
on May 23, 1972. 

Concurrently, the ambassadors of 
the United Kingdom, France, the 
U.S.S.R., and the Unit.ed Stat.es began 
negotiations in Berlin in March 1970 
with the goal of reaching a new agree
ment on Berlin. In September 1971, 
they signed the first phase of a 
quadripartite agreement, which em
powered German authorities in East and 
West Germany to negotiate further 
agreements and arrangements on 

civilian travel in and around Berlin. 
These intra-German agreements and ar
rangements were signed in December 
1971. The Final Quadripartite Protocol, 
encompassing and putting into effect the 
quadripartite and the intra-German sec
tions, was signed in Berlin by the U.S., 
U.K., French, and U.S.S.R. foreign 
ministers on June 3, 1972. Travel of 
West Germans and West Berliners to 
the G.D.R. has increased greatly under 
the quadripartite agreement. . 

The main interests of the F.R.G. in 
its relationship with Eastern Europe 
are: 

• Continued expansion of economic 
relations; 

• Reduction of political and military 
tensions in Central Europe; 

• Maintenance of a special relation
ship with the G.D.R.; and 

• More freedom of movement be
tween East and West, in particular a 
less impeded flow westward of ethnic 
Germans who desire to live in the 
F.R.G. 

German Democratic Republic· 

At the December 1972 NATO ministerial 
meetings in Brussels, it was agreed that · 
individual members of the alliance would 
be free to establish relations with the 
G.D.R. after the signing of the basic 
treaty between the G.D.R. and the 
F.R.G. That treaty was signed 
December 21, 1972. The United States 
established diplomatic relations with the 
G.D.R. on September 4, 1974. 

U.S.-F.R.G. RELATIONS 

Following the signature of an agreement 
beiween the Soviet Union and the 
G.D.R. on June 12, 1964, the United 
States, United Kingdom, and France, in 
consultation with the F.R.G., issued a 
tripartite declaration on June 26, 1964. 
This declaration outlined their basic 
policies toward Germany as a whole and 
Berlin in particular and emphasized the 
following points: 

• Any agreement on the subject of 
Germany, including Berlin, between the 
U.S.S.R. and the G.D.R. cannot affect 
Soviet obligations or responsibilities 
under previous agreements or arrange
ments with the Allies. The Allies will 
continue to hold the U.S.S.R. responsi
ble for the fulfillment of its obligations. 

• The city of "Greater Berlin" was 
placed under Four Power administra-
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Travel Notes 

Climate and clothing: Germany is in the 
t.emperat.e zone but is cooler than much of 
the US, especially in summer. Lightweight 
awnmer clothing is seldom needed. 

Cutoma: No visa is required of US citizens. 
Inoculations are not required. 

Teleeommunicationa: Telephone and 
t.elegraph services, domestic and int.erna
tional, are efficient Bonn is 6 hours ahead of 
east.em standard time. 

Tranaportation: Franlcfurt's int.ernational air
port ia a cent.er of European air traffic. Most 
airlines operat.e services t:o and within the 
FRG. Express trains are available. 

An ext.ensive network of highways 
(A1llobah.nen.) connects• most major cities. Car 
rentals are expensive but widely available. 
Third-party liability insurance is mandatoey. 

Mass transportation facilities (trains, 
street.cars, subways) are crowded but effi
cient. Taxis are available in all cities. 

Health: Community sanitation and 
cleanliness standards are high. Drinking 
wat.er, dairy products, and other foods are 
under strict government control and general
ly meet or exceed US standards. 

tion. No unilateral initiatives by the 
U.S.S.R. t.o block the quadripartite ad
ministration will modify this legal situa
tion. In accordance with an agreement 
of Oct.ober 23, 1954, the Allies author
ized the establishment of close ties be
tween Berlin and the F.R.G. t.o ensure 
representation of Berlin and its people 
outside the city. 

• Determination of the final fron
tiers of Germany was left to a peace set-
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tlement for the whole of Germany. On 
Oct.ober 3, 1954, the F.R.G. renounced 
the use of force to achieve reunification 
or modification of present boundaries, 
and this remains its policy. 

• Safeguarding peace and security 
requires the application of self
determination in the whole of Germany. 
The exercise of self-determination, 
leading t.o German reunification in peace 
and freedom, remains the fundamental 
objective of the Allies. · 

• The Allies remain ready t.o take 
advantage of any opportunity that would 
peacefully reestablish German unity in 
freedom. 

These basic Western policies have 
been echoed repeatedly in subsequent 
U.S. policy -statements. As the foreign 
policy report of the Secretary of State 
of March 8, 1972, said, "The U.S. objec
tive in Germany remains the preserva
tion and consolidation of our vital close 
relationship with the Federal Republic, 
as friends and trading partners, but par
ticularly as allies sharing common in
stitutions and having similar outlooks. 
U.S. policies were shaped by the 
awareness that the security and pros
perity of each depends t.o a major 
degree on that of the other. A parallel 
long-term U.S. objective, one fully 
shared by the Federal Republic, has 
been t.o safeguard the freedom, access, 
welfare, and security of the Western 
sect.ors of Berlin." 

U.S.-F.R.G. political, economic, and 
security relationships continue t.o be 
based on close consultation and coor
dination at the highest levels. Coopera
tion in international fora remains close. 

High-level visits take place frequent
ly. Most recently, President Reagan 
traveled t.o Bonn and Berlin in June 
1982, and Vice President Bush visited 
both cities in January and February 

1983. Chancellor Kohl came t.o the 
United States in November 1982 and in 
April 1983. The United States and the 
F.R.G. consult closely ~n the full range 
of international political and economic 
issues. 

Principal U.S. Officials 

Ambassador-Arthur F. Burns 
Deputy Chief of Mission-William M. 

Woessner 
Minister-Counselor for Economic M

iairs-Williamjl. Edgar 
Counselor for Political Affairs

Richard C. Barkley 
Counselor for Public Affairs-Hans N. 

Tuch 
Counselor for Administration-Vacant 

The U.S. Embassy in the F.R.G. is 
at Deichmanns aue 29, 5300 Bonn 2 (tel. 
339-3390). A U.S. Mission is in Berlin; 
consulates general are at Duesseldorf, 
Frankfurt, Hamburg, Munich, and 
Stuttgart; and a consulate is at 
Bremen. ■ 
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