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THE WHIT E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Decembe r 12 , 1983 

Dear Messrs. Omar, Djamily and Yussuf: 

This lette r is in response to the issues which you raised at our 
meeting in Los Angeles in October. On the issue of resettlement 
assistance for Afghani refugees in Southern California, I have 
contacted the Department of State and have been advised of the 
following. 

Afghani, as well as other refugees, are initially received and 
placed in the United States by private voluntary agencies who 
r eceive funds for this purpose under cooperative agreements with 
the Depart ment of State. The voluntary agencie s provide staff 
who t hemselves , or often with the help of volunteers , assist the 
refugees in "settl ing- in " to the i r new lives in America . 
Arrangements for initial food , clothing and shelter are included 
in thi s responsibility as are extensive counseling and referral 
services rel ated to school r eg i stration , health screeni ng and 
·employm nt . 

Refugees reqQiring publ i c a ss istanc may aoce the same programs 
that other 1 ,gal esidents of this country may utilize. These 
programs incl ude cash assistance, med icaid and f ood stamps . In 
addition, the Depattment of Hea lth and Human Se rvices a l locates 
money to the states to provide English l anguage , vocat i onal 
training and employment services to he lp ref ugee s become , as 
quickly as possible , self- s upporting and contributing members of 
the society . 

With respec t t o assistance t o Af ghani refugees in Sout hern 
Cal ifornia, two voluntary agencies receive special matching grant 
fund i ng f r om the HHS Otfice of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) which 
is earmarke d for thi s ethnic group . These programs emphasize 
a cculturation , employment counseling and English language 
c lasses . Additional specific information can be obtained from 
t hese agencies at the following locations: 

The International Institute of Los Angeles 
2121 West Beverly Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90057 
Phone : (213) 264-6210 

Catholic Community Services 
Diocese of San Diego 
464 3 Mission Gorge Place 
San Diego , CA 92120 
Phone : (619) 287-9454 



Also, a private, non-profit organization exists for the purpose 
of assisting Afghani immigrants in a variety of endeavors 
including the development of small business concerns. This 
contact is: 

Mr. Noor Delawari 
Afghanistan Freedom Organization 
P. o. Box 9331 
Glendale, CA 91206 
Phone: (213 ) 952-4083 

On the issue of U.S. assistance for the freedom fighters battling 
Soviet forces in Afghanistan, I have relayed your concerns to the 
appropriate officials in the National Security Council. Nonethe
less, I believe the dialogue on this issue between Washington and 
the Afghani-American community could very well be improved. I am 
examinining the possibilities of arranging a meeting between 
appropriate government ~epresentatives and members of the Afghani
American community to discuss this matter in detail. I will 
contact you again should such a meeting be arranged. 

I trust this information will be useful to you. 

Si·~\~• tas Kojeiis 

Mr. Mohammad Sarwar Omar 
Mr. Az iz A. Djamily 
Mr. Ahmed Zia Yussuf 
1011 West Buffalo St . 
Santa Ana, CA 92706 

Associate Director 
Office of Public Liaison 
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Afghani, as well as other refugees, are initially received 
and placed in the United States by private voluntary agencies 
who r eceive funds for this purpose under cooperative agreements 
with the Department of State. The voluntary agencies provide 
staff who themselves, or often with the help of volunteers, 
assist the refugee in •settling-in• to their new lives in 
America. Arrangements for initial food, clothing, and shelter 
are included in this responsibility as are extensiv counseling 
and referral services related to school registration, health 
screening, and employment. 

Refugees requiring public assistance may access the ~ame 
programs tha t other legal r esident s of this country may 
utilize . These programs include cash assistance, medicaid and 
food stamps. In addition, the Department of Health and Huma n 
Services allocates money to t he states to provide English 
language, vocational training and employment services to help 
refugees become, a s q uickly as possible, self-supporting and 
contr i buti ng membe r s of t he s oc i ety. 

If you r equire additio al sp i f i c informa t i on about anyIDf 
t hes e p rograms , I woul d r ec m d you contact the HHS Office of 
Refugee Resett l eme nt (ORR) w ·ch is l ocat ed in Room 1332 of the 
Swit ze r Bu ildi ng , 33 0 C Str t, s. w. , Washi ng ton, D.C . 20201 
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With respe ct to assistance to Afghani refugees in Southern 
California, two voluntary agencies receive special matching 
grant funding from the ORR which is earmarked for this ethnic 
group. These programs emphasize accu lturation, employment 
counseling, and English language classes. Additional specific 
informat ion can be obtained from these agencies at the 
following locations: 

The Internationa l Institute of Los Angeles 
2121 West Beverly Boulevard 
Los Angeles , California 90057 
Pho ne: ( 213) 264-6210 

Catholic Community Servic s 
Di o cese of Sn Diego 
4643 - Mission Gorge Place 
San Diego, California 2120 
Phone: (619) 287-9454 

~ Fi~al~ , a private, non-profit organization exists for the 
purpose of assis ting Afghani immigrants in a variety of 
endeavors including the development of small business 
concerns. This contact is: 

C 

Mr. Noor Delawari 
Afghanistan Freedom Org niza ion 
Post Off ice Box 9331 
Glendale, California 91206 
Phone : ( 213) 952-4083 
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T WHIT HOUSE 

ASHINOTON 

Oc ob r 24, 19 3 

ORANOUM FOR JAMES N. URCELL, DI ECTOR, UREAU FO FUGE 

FRO: 

SUBJECT: 

PROGRAMS 

LINAS KOJ LISi~~ 
Resettlement Assistance for Afghani Refugees in 
Southern California 

During a recent trip to Los Angeles, I me with a small 
delegation of both Afghan- ericans and r c nt A h n immigr nts. 
In our di cussions, they expressed concern ov r th l ck of 
refugee resettlem nt progr , or Afgha ccording o 
the deleg tion , there ar bout 5,000 such in Sou h rn 
Californi • As I am not an p rt in th tr , ould only 
respond by promi :i. g o loo nto this mat r by con acing 
a propriat of ic ala i hing on . 

I woulcl pp ec 
to sist thes 
i pos l, r 
indiv·du 1 or 
cont ct d d'rec 

Your assistance in thi 

·n y, programs are availabl 
in to life in Ame ·ca. Also, 
c· te ng inform d of a y pecifi 
South rn California hich could be 
A han cornrnun ty . 

t i g eatly preci d. 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. Linas Kojelis 
Associate Director 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 

James N. Purcell, Jr.~ 
Director 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

November 25, 1983 

Resettlement Assistance for Afghani Refugees 
in southern California 

This is in response to your memorandum of October 24, 1983, 
concerning the availability of programs designed to assist 
Afghani refugees in adjusting to life in America, with specific 
attention to those residing in Southern California. 

Afghani, as well as other refugees, are initially received 
and placed in the United States by private voluntary agencies 
who receive funds for this purpose under cooperative agreements 
with the Department of State. The voluntary agencies provide 
staff who themselves, or often with the help of volunteers, 
assist the refugees in •settling-in" to their new lives in 
America. Arrangements for initial food, clothing, and shelter 
are included in this responsibility as are extensive counseling 
and referral services related to school registration, health 
screening, and employment. 

Refugees requiring public assistance may access the same 
programs that other legal residents of this country may 
utilize. These programs include cash assistance, medicaid and 
food stamps. In addition, the Department of Health and Human 
Services allocates money to the states to provide English 
language, vocational training and employment services to help 
refugees become, as quickly as possible, self-supporting and 
contributing members of the society. 

If you require additional specific information about any of 
these programs, I would recommend you contact the HHS Office of 
Refugee Resettlement (ORR) which is located in Room 1332 of the 
Switzer Building, 330 C Street, s.w., Washington, D.C. 20201. 
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With respect to assistance to Afghani refugees in Southern 
California, two voluntary agencies receive special matching 
grant funding from the ORR which is earmarked for this ethnic 
group. These programs emphasize acculturation, employment 
counseling, and English language classes. Additional specific 
information can be obtained from these agencies at the 
following locations: 

The International Institute of Los Angeles 
2121 West Beverly Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90057 
Phone: ( 213) 264-6210 

Catholic Community Services 
Diocese of San Diego 
4643 Mission Gorge Place 
San Diego, California 92120 
Phone: (619) 287-9454 

Finally, a private, non-profit organization exists for the 
purpose of assisting Afghani immigrants in a variety of 
endeavors including the development of small business 
concerns. This contact is: 

Mr. Noor Delawari 
Afghanistan Freedom Organization 
Post Office Box 9331 
Glendale, California 91206 
Phone: ( 213) 952-4083 

cc: Dr. Phillip Hawkes 
Director, ORR 


