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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS IN THE SOVIET UNION
May 3, 1988 East Room

Welcome -- Hon. Thomas Griscom, Assistant to
the President for Communications
and Planning

Panel: Hon. Thomas Griscom

Amb. Richard Schifter, Assistant
Secretary for Human Rights

Amb. Rozanne Ridgway, Assistant
Secretary for European and
Canadian Affairs

Lisa Jameson, Director for European
and Soviet Affairs, NSC

Remarks --
Overview - Peter Reddaway, Kennan Institute
Ukrainian Catholic Church - His Eminence
Myroslav Cardinal Lubachivsky
Lithuanian Catholic Church - His Excellency
Bishop Paul Baltakis
Russian Orthodox Church - Father Victor

Potapov

Ukrainian Orthodox Church - Pastor Frank
Estocin

Evangelical Protestant Denominations - Kent
Hill

Soviet Jewry ~ Morris Abram
Islam - Ayshe Seitmuratova

Testimonies of Witnesses --
Father Vladimir Shibayev
Pastor Stefan Matveyuk
Iosif Begun
Mykola Rudenko

Break for press set-up.

President Ronald Reagan.

Break for press departure.

Discussion.

End of program.




- THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release May 3, 1988

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS
IN THE U.S.S.R.

The East Room

2:44 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Thank you all very much and
welcome to the East Room of the White House.

This room has seen many important people: presidents,
diplomats, world statesmen ~- and none more important, none of
greater faith and moral courage, than these four men that we are
honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Reverend Matveiuk, Mykola
Rudenko, and Josef Begun: I promise that the witness of faith that
you have brought here today will not be confined within these four
walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I will carry it in
my heart when I travel to the Soviet Union at the end of this month.

And I will say that the most fitting way to mark the
Millennium of Christianity in Kiev Rus would be granting the right of
all the peoples and all the creeds of the Soviet Union to worship
their God, in their own way. (Applause.)

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about
the first signs of progress. The presence of these four men here
today is testimony to the fact that our witness here in the West can
have an impact. Some Soviet dissidents have been allowed to
emigrate. Some churches are allowed to organize and file for
recognition and, recently, the Soviets have said they will allow a
printing of language bibles.

These are encouraging signs and we welcome them. What we
hope for ultimately is a willingness to see continued change, in the
spirit of glasnost, when it comes to matters of religion. Perhaps
the process is beginning. We noted that General Secretary Gorbachev
said recently, and I'll quote, "Mistakes made with regard to the
Church and believers in the 1930s and the years that followed are
being rectified." Well, we sincerely hope and pray that this will be
the case.

While some new churches are being built; and others,
mostly Russian Orthodox, have been allowed to reopen; many other
congregations are denied recognition and, therefore, legality. The
Ukrainian Catholic Church == the Uniate Church =-- is still closeqd,
outlawed, and persecuted.

Religious instruction of children outside the home =--
Sunday schools, Hebrew schools, or even confirmation classes -- and
the production of religious study material are all still illegal
activities. And about those bibles, the authorities have promised to
-print 100,000 copies -~ for a country of 280 million people. Yet,
now there are at least signs by Soviet authorities of "a new law" on
the freedom of conscience, reflecting the interests of religious
organizations.

So while every positive step taken by the Soviets is
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welcomed ~-- we realize that this is just a beginning.

‘Let me also say, in particular, that the rights of Soviet
Jews have takel. up much of our official time -- and this is very
close to my heart. Our hope is for the doors to open fully to
emigration and to full freedom -- for all faiths.

So the earlier predictions by some, that once the
grandmothers died, nobody would remember that there had been a Church
in Russia, are wrong. Instead, the Church in Russia is still full of
grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they're
joined by the younger generation, longing to satisfy the need, the
hunger, that no man-made institution in any society can ever fulfill.

Today, roughly 90 million people in the Soviet Union -~
or nearly a third of the population -- proclaim some form of belief
in God. And it is not surprising that revolutions devoted to
reshaping man as if he were so much clay deny one of the most basic
teachings of Judeo-Christian belief -- that after God shaped Adam
from dust, he breathed into him the divine principle of life.

There's a wonderful passage in "Doctor Zhivago," in which
Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the philosophy of
materialism and the bloody revolution it has spawned. "When I hear
people speak of reshaping life," he says, "I fall into despair.
People who can say that have never understood a thing about life --
they have never felt its breath, its heartbeat. They look on it as a
lump of raw material that needs to be processed by them, to be
ennobled by their touch. But life is never a material, a substance
to be molded. Life is the principle of self-renewal; it is
constantly renewing and remaking and changing and transfiguring
itself; it is infinitely beyond your or my obtuse theories about it."
End quote.

The history of the 20th century has too often been brutal
and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson that should fill our
hearts with hope and joy, for we have found that the more religion is
oppressed -- the greater the attempt to extinguish that life
principle, that divine spark -- the more it glows.

History is etched with stories of those who suffered
religious persecution, yes. But it also tells of transcendence,
devotion, and sanctity. Even conversion. We think of the
strengthened conviction Alexander Solzhenitzyn gained in prison; and
the case of the Soviet psychiatrist Anatoli Koryagin -- recently
released after serving six years in prison. He sought baptism as
soon as he emigrated.

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind
us of the early Christian martyrs. One such is Anna Chertkova,
recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric hospital
since 1973 for no other crime than her faith.

Or Alfonsas Svarinskas, a 62-year-old Lithuanian priest,
who has spent 18 years in prison and is not scheduled to be released
until 1990. He is gravely 111 and has petitioned for permission to
go abroad to receive medical care.

Or Bishop Julijonas Steponavicius, in internal exile
since 1961 for refusing to collaborate with the authorities.

How many men and women have had their faith tested? Now
we see some people who have served prison sentences for the
unauthorized practice of religion being released. And no one has
been imprisoned on that ground for the last two years. Our hopes and
prayers are for this expression of change by the Soviet authorities
to continue.

The faith of the peoples of the Soviet Union is pure and
unbreakable. As Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt, as the
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early Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted an
empire -- we pray that the Millennium of Christianity in Kiev Rus
will mean freeaom for the faithful in Russia, in the Ukraine, the
Baltic States, and all the regions of the Soviet Union.

And if we pray, we might want to use the words of the
22nd Psalm:

"In Thee our fathers trusted; they trusted, and Thou
didst deliver them. To Thee they cried out and were delivered; in
Thee they trusted and were not disappointed."

I have to add a little something here. Recently, a woman
wrote me a letter and enclosed in the letter was a copy of what can
only be called a prayer. But the story of that -- it's in that
single page, of a young Russian soldier in a shell hole in World War
II, knowing that his unit was going to announce -- or going to
advance the attack, looking up at the stars and revealing for the
first time that he had been taught all his 1life that there was no
God. But now he believed there was. And he looked up at the heavens
and spoke so sincerely, and said, maybe before the night is over I'll
be coming to You. And I hope You will forgive what I believed for so
long, the foolishness, because I know now there is a God.

And that letter was found on the body of the young
soldier who was killed in the coming engagement. I thought sometimes
of taking it to Moscow with me ~- maybe the General Secretary might
like to read it.

Well, thank you all very much. God bless you.
(Applause.)

END 2:53 P.M. EDT










NETWORK NEWS SUMMARY

(Wednesday Evening, May 4, 1988.)
PRESIDENT'S TRIP

NBC's Tom Brokaw: There was something rare about President Reagan
today -- actual praise for the Soviet Union, from the same President
who once called that country the evil empire.

NBC's Chris Wallace: With the summit now less than four weeks
away, the President abandoned his harsh anti-Soviet rhetoric,
welcoming human rights reforms under Mikhail Gorbachev. Mr.
Reagan challenged the Soviets to give their people more freedom, but
in the gentlest of terms:

(President Reagan: "We applaud the changes that have taken place,
and encourage the Soviets to go further. We recognize that changes
occur slowly, but that's better than no change at all.")

The tone was very different from a tough speech the President gave
less than two weeks ago in which Mr. Reagan bragged that Gorbachev
is pulling out of Afghanistan only because of U.S. pressure, and
questioned whether the Soviets really mean to get out:

(President Reagan, Apr. 21: "We believe that they still hope to prop
up their discredited doomed puppet regimes.™)

A few days later, Gorbachev told Secretary Shultz he's tired of the
President's sermons -- the government accusing Mr. Reagan of
malicious attacks. White House officials deny the softer tone today
was due to that criticism, but the change was unmistakable [with] the
President saying he believes Gorbachev's policy of glasnost, or
openness, is sincere:

(President Reagan: "But I give him the benefit of the doubt that,
faced with the economic problems that he has, glasnost, with him, he
really is attempting to get that.™)

But the President is now accused of being too trusted by Ukranian
Catholics, who met with him yesterday. With their religion banned in
the Soviet Union, they're wupset Mr. Reagan will visit a
state-supported monastery during the summit, saying that will only
bolster Soviet claims of religious freedom.

(Myron Wasylyk, Ukranian-American Congress: "His appearance here
will be used as a propaganda tool against him.")

So, the President is walking a pre-summit tightrope, in danger of
being called too soft on the Soviets or too tough. But White House
officials hope somehow to satisfy both the Kremlin and their
conservative critics at home. (NBC-4)

MEESE

ABC's Peter Jennings: Attorney General Meese is back in the news tonight,
and at the center of controversy again. In the past 24 hours, there
have been new questions about whether Mr. Meese's business
activities may have violated White House ethics rules.

ABC's Dennis Troute: The Attorney General has been in Rome for
the past few days at a police conference while the new questions
about him were coming up in Washington.

-more-
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Troute continues:

On Capitol Hill, a Senate subcommittee issued a new report on the
Wedtech Defense Corp. It charges that in 1981 Meese's office ignored
White House counsel Fred Fielding's warnings against helping Wedtech
get government business. Says Meese: He just wanted a fair
hearing for Wedtech. Another charge: That Meese got involved in
deciding telephone company regulations because his longtime friend E.
Robert Wallach, then a phone company attorney, asked him to. The
answer from Meese's lawyers: Though there's a Wallach memo in the
files, Meese cannot remember getting it, and he would have entered
the phone company case any way. Yet another charge: That Meese
allowed a travel agency to use his name and government stationery to
solicit businessmen and lawyers to join him on a trip to China last
year. The Justice Department response: Regulations permit this
when it permits the government, and Meese's cooperation was
arranged by a respected non-profit group. None of these new
concerns involved any apparent illegality. Meese has an explanation
for each of them, and Meese needs answers at the ready because
critics continue raising new questions. (ABC-10)

CBS's Robert Schakne reports that it was another bad day for the
Attorney General. New charges about his conduct in office, charges
which raise fresh questions about his ethics. On Capitol Hill, in a
formal report made public today, a Senate subcommittee charged that
Meese, when he was White House counselor, violated the White House's
own ethics rules by helping two friends win an army contract for the
now-bankrupt Wedtech Corp. The Senate report charges that "Meese
failed to observe White House policy on context with procurement
officials, which failure resulted in improper favortism." And that the
"army would not have awarded the engine contract to Wedtech, but
for White House, [meaning Meese's] intervention." The Senate report
says Meese acted out the request of his friend, lawyer E. Robert
Wallach, who has since been indicted for illegally seeking favors for
Wedtech. Then there's the case of the baby Bells. Meese's own
attorneys confirmed today that Wallach had urged Meese to look into
easing anti-trust restrictions on regional telephone companies. Meese
owned stock in the baby Bell companies at the time, but there's no
evidence Wallach knew that. And the government's ethics office
launched an inquiry today into Meese's decision to allow his name
and letterhead to be used in promoting a private conference in Japan.
The Iletter invited more than 30,000 lawyers and businessmen to
attend the meeting with Meese. The company making travel
arrangements for the conference stood to make a profit.

(Terry Eastland, Justice Department: "There was nothing that was
objectionable about this trip, and the Attorney General's role in this
matter is entirely appropriate.”)
And it was learned today that Meese has finally found a willing
candidate for the job of deputy attorney general -- his third choice.
Legal experts say that the latest charges don't appear to contain
evidence of crimes that would lead to an indictment, but it does add
up to more political embarassment -- more pressure on Meese to quit.
(CBS-2)

-more-
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS IN THE SOVIET UNION
May 3, 1988 East Room

Welcome -- Hon. Thomas Griscom, Assistant to
the President for Communications
and Planning

Panel: Hon. Thomas Griscom

Amb. Richard Schifter, Assistant
Secretary for Human Rights

Amb. Rozanne Ridgway, Assistant
Secretary for European and
Canadian Affairs

Lisa Jameson, Director for European
and Soviet Affairs, NSC

Remarks ==
Overview - Peter Reddaway, Kennan Institute
Ukrainian Catholic Church - His Eminence
Myroslav Cardinal Lubachivsky
Lithuanian Catholic Church - His Excellency
Bishop Paul Baltakis
Russian Orthodox Church - Father Victor

Potapov

Ukrainian Orthodox Church - Pastor Frank
Estocin

Evangelical Protestant Denominations - Kent
Hill

Soviet Jewry - Morris Abram
Islam - Ayshe Seitmuratova

Testimonies of Witnesses --
Father Vladimir Shibayev
Pastor Stefan Matveyuk
Iosif Begun
Mykola Rudenko

Break for press set-up.

President Ronald Reagan.

Break for press departure.

Discussion.

End of program.



EASYLINK 5974787C801 28APR8B8 15:32-/15:46 EST
FROM: 62855537

CONGRESS OF RUSSIAN AMERICANS
TO: 2023955221

To: Carol Hayes
Ext. 7750

From: Eugenia Ordynsky
Congress of Russian—-Americans
282-835-8868

Biography of Father VUladimir Shibaeff

He was born in Moscow in 1948. By the age of 16 he was already
working. In 1977 he graduated from the Academy of Arts in
Leningrad. He received his degree in Art History. He studied the
problems of ancient Russian art (Iconography) and was the head of
the restoration department at the lgor Grabar Russian Restoration
Center. In 1978 he entered the Moscow Theological Seminary in
Zagorsk. In 1979 he uwas ordained a priest of the Moscouw
Patriarchate and served until 1984. In 1982 he began experiencing
trouble with the KGB. Between 1982 and 1985 his residence uas
searched tuwice. Then he began receiving many uritten
interrogations followed by a summons. There was a criminal case
opened against him which was closed two and a half years ago after
which the KGB suggested that he leave the Soviet Union.

He had been collecting and publicizing documents about the history
of the Russian Orthodox Church since 1917 and about the current
status of believers in the Soviet Union. In 1987 he was the
consultant for religious affairs for the Moscow branch of the
International Society of Human Rights.

In 1988 he gave up his Soviet citizenship and on January 24 he and

his family arrived in Switzerland. Presently they are residing in
France.
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STATEMENT PASTOR STEPHEAN M IUK

My dear Mr. President! Dear participants im the Seminar
on Heligious Rightg in the Soviet Umion!

I am happy that I am im afree country - America, and I
thank you, Mr, Fresident, the Anmerican government, the American
pecple and -~ most of all - I thank God for this opportumity to
give my teetimony about persecution of Christians in the Soviet Uniom.
1 am especislly glad that I can do this as my nation = Ukraine =-
is celebrating a great event -« the Millennium of Christianity
in Ukraine, I can present factual information about this because
By family and I have personally experlenced difficult persecution
for our falth im God,

My parents, brother, tweo sisters and I were sentenced in
1947 for various %terms of impriscnment and confiscation of property.
My father and I received the zZreatest punishment - 25 years and
ancther five yearsy my mother was sentenced to 10 years; and my
brother and two sisters were sentenced to 8 years of imprisonment
and exile to faraway strict regime labor campe where the climate
was severe and the servitude 4ifficult,

We were all Jjudged by the triburnal of the Brest division of
the KGB, Qur crime was that we believed in God, we would not
compromlise with the athelstlc government and we refused to
cocperate with the KGB in betraying our brothers and sisters in
Christ or reporting on our own father, who was the pastor of our
Qhurch.

I served my hard labor in ths north, where the temperatures
would reach 60 degrees below zeroc Celsius, My circumstances wWorsened
day by day, We were badgered at work by a convoy with dogs. We
were never allowed to rest, Wde were hungry, ragged, wet, becauss
we worked in coal mines standing in-water. The clothes we were
glven was from German war prisoners - very dirty, torn, blood-stained.
We worked and slept in the same clothes. At a depth of 1,500 meters,
we mined coal with pickaxes and shovels. They didn't give us machines,
And they told us "We wlll teach you how to love your country."

After Stalin's death, some primitive machines were provided,
but the people weren't taught how to operate them, 80 many lost
hands and fest and some priscners were killed. Bscause of the filth,
we were bothered by lice, ZThnerefore, varicus illnesses spread and
many prisoners died. The guards would beat me and cother prisoners




matveiuk 2=

until we fell: and we would have to get up half-conscious,
This was the communist hell on earth...

There were 555,000 of us prisoners at the Verkutsk coal basin,
and after Stalin's death, fewer than 300,000 returred home. Thus,
more than 250,000 people perished in Jjust one coal basin. Among
them were people of various religlous demominations - Baptist
pastors, leaders of other evangelical persuasions, priests, and so forth.

To be a bellever in the Soviet Union and not to compromise,

%0 remaln faithful to Christ = this is a victory of heaven cver hell!

In 1957, after 10 years of imprisonment, I was freed and returned
home to Ukraine because of an amnesty. But soon I bYegan being
persecuted for my work among Christian youth and the children of
Chnristian parents., The KGB again began summoning me and the militis
began visiting my home, threatening ne with arrest and imprisonnment.

In 1960 I was one of the slosest co-workers of the Council of
¢hurches of Evangeliocal Christlian Baptists, the unreglstared,
persecuted Baptist shurch. It is the council headed by Pastor
Gennady Kryuchkov. Because of my active cooperation with the
unregietered church and Pastor Kryuchkev, I was agaln arrested in
1963 and sentenced to five years of imprisonment, My health was
ruined during these flive yearg., After I was freed, I 4didn't return
tc my home town but moved to Estonia in order to avoid further
represgion, There I became the pastor of a chureh,

But even there the persecution d1d4 not pass me by. On May 9,
1979, agente of the KGB spread gascline arcund my house and set it
on fire. My family barely escaped., Everything durned up,

My son, Victor, was arrested Aug. 20, 1979 and sentenced to
two years in prison because he signed up with my family and others
o immigrate to the United Statss,

My 18-year-old son Yurl was tortured to death Peb. 13, 1982
by Komsomol members, (Communist You<h League).

The great repression my family lived through cannot be desoribed
in a few minutes, Qther believers - Baptists, Pentecostals and others &
experienced similar repression. More than 25,000 Baptists alone have
perished.

The sltuation of Christiang in the Soviet Union 1g not mush
Pecter today. They are still being sentenced - Baptists, Pentecostals,

]
Adventiste and others. There is a lnr%:éizrprisona. in exile.

That number 1s much greater than is known in the West. Today,
some are being freed, but others are being impriacned.
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Gennady Kryuchkov hag heen in hiding for many years.
Pastor Mykola Boyko has been imprisoned for 17 years already
for the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. I could
talk about Pastors Vaschenko, Hrytsenko, Naprienko and dozens
of others who are still in prison.

I appeal to the conssience of ths free world and to you,
Please extend a helping hand to those who are enslaved.
Rezmemter, if one Chris*tian i1s in prison, then none of us 1is
truly free! Let us remember that we don't live in a world all
our own, Our brothers are here too., Do we care for them?

Thank you.

Stephan Matveluk,




THE WHITE HOUSE
coup;m«:m WASHINGTON 3278 Add On

MEMORANDUM FOR THOMAS C. GRISCOM
FROM: COLIN L. POWELL

SUBJECT: Moderator for Administration Panel on White House
Seminar on Religious Rights, May 3, 1988

You have agreed to serve as Administration Panel Moderator for
the White House Seminar on Religious Rights in the USSR to be
held in the East Room from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. on May 3, 1988. We
have attached copies of the meeting memoranda for the President's
participation in the Seminar and a photo opportunity with four
ex-Soviet witnesses that immediately precedes the President's
remarks (see memoranda at Tab II).

You will open the Seminar by introducing yourself and delivering
approximately two minutes of informal remarks. Suggested points
to make are attached at Tab III. After completing opening
remarks, you should introduce the other members of the
Administration Panel, as follows: Rozanne Ridgway, Assistant
Secretary of State for European and Canadian Affairs; Richard
Schifter, Assistant Secretary of State for Humanitarian Affairs;
Lisa Jameson, Director, European and Soviet Affairs, NSC. The
panel will listen with you to commentaries by religious
representatives, testimonies by ex-Soviet witnesses, and, of
course, the President's speech. Approximately 20 minutes of
questions to the panel will follow the President's departure.

The first eight speakers and the topics they will cover are as
follows (you should introduce each in turn; they will be seated
in the first row and will come up to the dais to speak):

1. Overview of Religious Rights in the USSR -- Peter Reddaway,
Executive Secretary, Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian
Studies.

2. Ukrainian Catholic Church -~ His Eminence Myroslav Cardinal
Lubachivsky (pronounced Lyoobachivsky).

3. Lithuanian Catholic Church -- His Excellency Bishop Paul
Baltakis.

4. Russian Orthodox Church -- Father Victor Potapov (pronounced
Potah'poff).

5. Ukrainian Orthodox Church -- Pastor Frank Estocin
{(pronounced Essto'shun). -
P DECLASSIFIED
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6. Evangelical Protestants -- Kent Hill, Director, Institute
for Religion and Democracy.

7. Soviet Jewry ~- Morris Abram, President, National Conference
for Soviet Jewry.

8. Islam -- Ayshe Seitmuratova (pronounced Aysheh'
Satemura'tovah) .

Testimonies by four ex-Soviet witnesses will follow next.
Biographical information on the four witnesses for your use in
introducing them is included in the Presidential briefing package
at Tab II:

Father Vladimir Shibayev (pronounced Sheeba'yev).
Pastor Stefan Matveyuk (pronounced Matvye'yuk).
Iosif Bequn (pronounced Begoon').

Mykola Rudenko (pronounced Miko'la Rooden'ko).

oW N
. L]

After the witnesses complete their remarks, you and Lisa Jameson
will escort them into the Blue Room for a brief photo

opportunity with the President. This will take place during a
short break for the set-up for the President. You should present
Lisa, who will then announce the witnesses. The President has
talking points for this photo op (see Tab II). If any of the
witnesses say more than a word or two, Lisa will interpret (all
of them, even the Ukrainians, speak Russian).

After the President speaks and he and the Press depart,
approximately 20 minutes will remain for discussion. We request
you call upon Mr. Valentin Yurov (You'roff), a former Soviet Hare
Krishna, whom we were unable to find time to include among the
first 12 speakers. He will make a very brief statement.

During the questions and answers that follow, you may well be
challenged by Ukrainians in the audience about the President's
proposed visit to Danilov Monastery. In this event, we suggest
you emphasize that the President will not be able to go to Kiev,
although he would certainly have wanted to. Any visit by the
President during the Summit in Moscow will be exploited by the
Soviets for their own purposes. Nevertheless, the President will
make very clear his understanding of the real situation regarding
the churches in the Soviet Union and will express the hope that
in the future, there will be genuine tolerance of religion and
not Jjust cosmetic lip service to it.

Attachments

Tab II Presidential Meeting Memo
Tab III Introductory Remarks

Tab IV Reading Paper on Religion
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Chicago Tribune, Wednesday, May 4, 1988

Reagan reassures Ukrainians

Religious leaders warn that summit visit may backfire

By Nathaniel Sheppard Jr.
Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON—Ukrainian re-
ligious leaders said Tuesday that a
planned wisit by President Reagan
to a showcase Soviet monastery
could backfire and undermine in-
ternational pressures on the Krem-
lin to grant religious freedoms.

But the President sought at a
White House meeting to reassure
the religious leaders and other
human nights activists by promising
to make a strong appeal for in-
creased religious freedom in the
Soviet Union during the Moscow
summit late this month with Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev.

Reagan is to wvisit the Danilov
Monastery on the outskirts of Mos-
cow to view the installation of
icons. This year is the 1,000th an-
niversary of the coming of Chns-
tianity to what is now the Soviet
Union.

Reagan spoke at a White House
Conference on Religious Rights in
the Soviet Union, which had been
arranged so he could outline part
of the human rights agenda he
plans to take to Moscow.

Reagan cited Sowviet progress in
religious tolerance, allowing some
dissidents to emugrate, letting some
churches organize and file for rec-
ognition and permitting limited
pnnting of Bibles.

“These are encouraging signs and
we welcome them,” he said.

“What we hope for ultimately is

a willingness to see continued
change in the spirit of glasnost
[openness] when it comes to
matters of religion. Perhaps the
process is beginning.”

But the religious leaders, expres-
sing the sentiments of many of the
730,000 Americans of Ukrainian
decent, downplayed the Soviet
moves and asserted that religious
persecution had worsened the
plight of the faithful.

“The age of suffering has not
passed,” said Myroslav Cardinal
Lubachivsky, head of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church.

“Believers are exposed to various
kinds of harassment, which often
reach levels of outright persecution.
The possession of Bibles or any re-
ligious literature can be a reason
for imprisonment.”

“Fifty million Ukrainian religious
believers look to the West, to Pres-
ident Reagan and to the U.S. Con-
gress for encouragement and soli-
darity in these trying times,” the
cardinal said.

The prelate warned that “the
symbolism” of Reagan’s planned
visit to Danilov Monastery “would
lend credence to the atheistic
Kremlin’s usurping of the 1,000-
year-old Ukraiman Christian legacy
and to the Kremlin’s claim that it
has granted increased religious free-
dom.”

Vladimir Shibaeff. an Orthodox
priest, told the conference that the
monastery also should be shunned

because it stood as a symbol of
oppression, having been a prison
for children until five years ago.

Presidential spokesman Marlin
Fitzwater said Reagan had no plans
to cancel the monastery wvisit, ““I
am not familiar with any prob-
lem,” Fitzwater said.

Later, Cardinal Lubachivsky re-
ferred to the Soviet policies of
openness and economic restruc-
turing when he said: “Today we
hear so much about glasnost and
perestroika. But Mr. Gorbachev’s
reforms have yet to touch the
Ukrainian Catholic Church. Our
priests are punished or fined for
celebrating the liturgy in prvate
homes, and the faithful live 1n con-
stant fear of imprisonment.

“Chnistians are forced to sign in-
criminating documents or face
punishment in a camp; children of
believers are exposed to harsh ndi-
cule in schools; families suffer for
the religious convictions of one of
its members and schools offering
religious information remain
closed.”

Reagan travels to Chicago on
Wednesday where he will again
take up the issue of Soviet human
rights in a city where many trace
their family heritage to the
Ukraine, Poland, Lithuania, Es-
tonia and other areas now part of
or dominated by the Soviet Union.

He will address a National Strat-
egy Forum luncheon at the Palmer
House.
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mean, you're done everything except say that. You have led us all
down that path. You obviously know what you're talking about, or
else you would not have said the things that you said. You said that
she -- her interest in astrology manifests itself in terms of travel
and what happens to the President's schedule, and can you just say
that she's consulted with astrologists, because you're really saying
that anyway?

MR. FITZWATER: I can't be more specific then. I simply
wanted to acknowledge that, in the sense of showing that that's
undoubtedly the basis for a lot of these --

Q Yes, but --
MR. FITZWATER: -- stories and rumors and so forth.

Q -- how could she make these decisions or have these
feelings if she had not consulted an astrologer. I mean, they don't
say things in the paper every day about Reagan traveling to Chicago
on May 4th.

MR. FITZWATER: I just don't know. I don't know. I
mean, there's any -- I don't know that much about it to tell you. I
assume there's any number of ways of getting information --

Q Does she have a chart -- her personal chart?
Q Marlin, you kind of ducked the question earlier
about the summit. I mean, you said, well, it was negotiated -- I'm

talking about the one in December. 1In fact, do you know whether
astrology played any role at all in the timing for the signing of the
INF Treaty?

MR. FITZWATER: I don't know that.

-

Q You don't know.

MR. FITZWATER: I assume there are any number of factors
involved, but I don't know any of them. In fact, I wasn't involved.

Q Of course there are a lot of factors involved. I
mean, the scheduling -- I'm asking you whether you have any knowledge
that astrology was one of the factors.

MR. FITZWATER: I don't.

Q Are you going to take these questions --
Q New subject?

MR. FITZWATER: I'll take your request.

Q Can you tell us if the President's going to cancel
his visit to this monestary in Moscow to avoid another Bitburg?

MR. FITZ2WATER: I'm not familiar with any problem.

Q The Cardinal that he's seeing this afternoon is
going to ask him to cancel that visit. There's great distress among
Ukrainian Americans and among some people on the Hill, particularly
after the President signed that resolution yesterday, that the
President's going to lend himself to official Soviet propaganda by
visiting this showcase they've set up for the celebration of the
Millennium.

MR. FITZWATER: Well, we think it's important to speak
out for religious freedom. That's the President's purpose in Moscow,
as well as with the group this afternoon. I don't think there will
be any misunderstanding of what he's saying, and why he's saying it
-- in Moscow or anywhere else.

MORE #2251-05/03
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Q You don't think that picking that particular locale
was a mistake?

MR. FITZWATER: No.
Q Marlin, could I follow that up?

MR. FITZWATER: Wait a minute, Jerry. 1I'll come right
back to you.

Q Margaret Thatcher and Helmut Kohl have both
cancelled visits to Poland scheduled in the next 30 days because of
the strikes that are going on there now. I'm wondering if President
Reagan is making any contingency plans for cancelling his trip to
Moscow if in fact the Soviets or East Bloc allies of theirs are
cracking down on striking dissidents at the time -- by the end of the
month?

MR. FITZWATER: No.

Q Marlin, can I follow that earlier question up? The
President yesterday signed a resolution which discourages the U.S.
government from participating in any Millennial celebrations in the
Soviet Union, so long as Ukrainian Catholics and other religious
groups are oppressed in the Soviet Union. And this Cardinal whose
coning in today, as well as other Ukrainian Americans, say that this
is directly a participation, going to the monestary, and that it
contradicts the resolution he signed yesterday. Can you comment on
that?

MR. FITZWATER: Obviously we don't feel that's the case
-- that 1988 is the year of the Christian Millennium in the USSR,
1,000th anniversary of the baptism of St. Vladimir in Kiev. The
President this afternoon will meet -- will participate in a seminar
on religious rights in the Soviei Union to reaffirm the U.S.
commitment to religious freedom for all people, to express concern
about the rights of believers. He'll also meet with four ex-Soviet
citizens who were persecuted by the authorities for their religious
beliefs and human rights activities.

Is there anything else you want to add to that, Roman?
Where did he go, do you know, to look into this?

Q The Ukrainians claimed that this is really a --

Q He's looking at the stars. He's got his chart to
look at. (Laughter.)

Q -- Millenial observation is really the Ukrainian
thing, and that the Soviets are hijacking it as part of their efforts
to press UKkrainian nationalism and continue to oppress the religious
minorities.

MR. FITZWATER: Well, we want to discuss it with the
Cardinal today and with these other leaders, but we think it's an
important stand to make on behalf of religious freedom.

Q I want to go back to something you said earlier when
you said =-- you implied that the President is a suspicious person --
he talks about lucky numbers --

Q Superstitious. (Laughter.)

Q What other ways do his superstitions manifest
themselves?

MR. FITZWATER: I don't know of any other ways, but as
Owen points out, he's used that in a lot of rhetorical ways, but
other than that --

MORE #2251-05/03



SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

TIME:

LOCATION:

NUMBER OF GUESTS:

FROM:

SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS

Tuesday, May 3, 1988
12:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Blue Room/East Room

230

Linda Faulkner;zp%'
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12:45 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:25 p.m.
1:30 p.m,
2:00 p.m,
2:22 p.m.

Twelve program speakers arrive Visitors
Entrance and proceed to East Room via
East Wing Colonnade and Grand Staircase
for briefing by NSC and Public Liaison
Staff,

All other guests arrive Visitors Entrance
and proceed to East Room. (All speakers
have reserved front row seating.)

Thomas Griscom, Assistant to the
President for Communications and
Planning, opens program as one of four
panel members on dais. (Ambassador Roz
Ridgway, Assistant Secretary for European
and Canadian Affairs; Ambassador Richard
Schifter, Assistant Secretary for Human
Rights; and Lisa Jameson, Director for
European and Soviet Affairs for the NSC,
are other panel participants.)

Short testimonies begin by eight
representatives of religious groups.
(Each representative proceeds from front-
row seat to lectern on dais.)

Testimony by four witnesses. (Father
Vladirir Chibaev, Reverend Stephen
Matveiuk, Mr. Josef Begun, and Mr. Mykola
Rudenko.)

FEach witness will proceed to lectern on
dais from front row seating. (Three will
use interpreters.)

Program break for Press to enter East
Room.

Four witnesses are escorted to Blue Room
for photo-opportunity.




TUESDAY, MAY

3,

1988

2:30 p.m.

2:34 p.m.

2:40 p.m.

’

THE PRESIDENT arrives State Floor via elevator and
proceeds to Blue Room via Cross Hall to greet four
witnesses, (Tom Griscom will make introductions.)

2:30 p.m. After photo-opportunity, witnesses are

directed into East Room front-row
seating.

THE PRESIDENT departs Blue Room and proceeds into
East Room from Green Room.

Announcement,
THE PRESIDENT makes remarks.
After his remarks, THE PRESIDENT departs East Room

via Green Room enroute elevator.

2:41 p.m. Program continues with Q@ & A from
audience to panel members.

3:00 p.m. Program concludes and guests depart East
Room via Grand Staircase, East Wing
Colonnade to East Entrance.
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REPORT DATE: 2 MAY 1988

sou503al GATE LIST
FOR EVENT: SEMINAR - 5/3/88
ACCEPT AND NO RESPONSE
NAME NAME
SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS Deyneka, Anita (Mrs. Peter)
IN THE SOVIET UNION Deyneka, Peter (Mr.)
Tuesday, May 3, 1988/1:00 p.m. Diachuk, Ulana (Mrs.)

East Visitors Entrance

No Parking/Business Attire
Contact Social Office X7788
THE PRESIDENT

Abram,

Aikman,
Akimoft,
Alexson,

Morris (Mr.)
David (Mr.)

Alex (Mr.)

Father George
Anderson, George (Reverend)
Apker, David (Reverend)
Augsburger, Myron (Dr.)

Balovlenkov, Yuri (Mr.)
Baltakis, The Most Reverend Paul
Beach, Bert (Dr.)
Begun, Josef (Mr.)
Billinsky, Ignatius M.
Bilyk, Andrij (Mr.)
Blodis, Mary Catherine (Sister)
Boiter, Albert (Dr.)

Bole, Bill (Mr.)

Boone, John (Mr.)

Bright, William (Dr.)
Budzilovich, Peter (Mr.)

Burke, Gregory (Mr.)

(Mr.)

Carlson, David (Mr.)

Casey, Daniel (Mr.)

Chapman, Anita (Ms.)
Chibaev, Father Vladimir |,
Chumachenko, Katherine (Ms.)
Cizauskas, Albert (Mr.)
Clarkson, Natalie (Ms.)
Coggins, Wade T. (Dr.)
Cohen, Pam (Ms.)

Contons, Albert (Reverend)
Crossley, John (Mr.)

Curry, Dean C. (Dr.)
Darragh, Sonya (Ms.)
Davies, Richard T. (Hon.)
DeBoe, Father Stanley
DeRussy, Candace (Dr.)
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Diuk, Nadia (Ms.)
Dobriansky, Paula (Ms.)
Donnan, Geoffrey W. (Mr.)
Dragan, Oksana (Ms.)
Dugan, Robert P. Jr (Dr.)
Duggan, Ervin (Mr.)

Estocin, Frank (Reverend)
Evans, John (Mr.)
Ewald, Elwyn (Dr.)

Farris, Michael P. (Mr.)
Fediay, Elizabeth (Ms.)
Ferrand, William (Mr.) - =
Ferrone, Patricia (Ms.)
Finn, James (Mr.)

Fischman, Joel (Mr.)
Fitzpatrick, Catherine (Ms.)
Flis, John (Mr.)

Foster, Luamila (Dr.)
Foxman, Abraham H. (Mr.)
Francuzenko, Jaroslawa (Ms.)
Frizen, Edwin L. Jr (Dr.)

Futey, Andrew (Mr.)
Futey, Bohdan (Hon.)
Gaer, Felice (Ms.)

Gayner, Jeffrey (Mr.)
Georgianna, Sharon (Dr.)
Gibney, Lisa (Ms.)

Gillen, Ann (Sister)

Goodman, Timothy (Mr.)

Gordon, Ernest (Dr.)
Grigorieff, Very Reverend Dmitry
Grimm, Angela (Miss) '
Griscom, Thomas C. (Hon.)
Grossman, Daniel (Mr.)

Gudava, Eduard (Mr.)

Gudava, Tengiz (Mr.)

Hanford, John III (Mr.)
Haratunian, M. William (Mr.)
Harbuziuk, Olexa (Reverend)
Healey, Jack (Mr.)
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REPORT DATE:

2 MAY 1988

soU503al GATE LIST
FOR EVENT: SEMINAR - 5/3/88
ACCEPT AND NO RESPONSE
NAME NAME
Henry, Carl F. H. (Dr.) A  McColm, Robert B. (Mr.) A
Heyn, Frederick (Mr.) A  McConnell, Nadia (Mrs.) A
Hiestand, Gaylenk (Reverend) McKowen, Emmett C. (Mr.) A
Hill, Kent (Dr.) A Melvin, Biily (Dr.) A
Hruby, Olga (Mrs. Blahoslav) A Mendjuk, Soya (Ms.) A
Mercer, Ellen (Ms.)
Iwanciw, Eugene (Mr.) A Mihajlov, Mihail (Mr.) A
Mojzes, Paul (Mr.) A
Jakupko, David (Mr.) A Moravsky, Nikita (Mr.) A
Jameson, Lisa (Ms.) A More, Caroline (Miss) A
Jankowski, Leonard (Mr.) A Morrison, Robert (Mr.) A
Jarosevich, Irene (Miss) A Moskal, Bishop Robert A
Jatras, James (Mr.) A Munson, Steven (Mr.) A
Jendzejec, Stanley (Mr.) A  Muravchik, Joshua (Mr.) A
Jessup, David (Mr.) A Murray, Mary (Miss) A
Jurov, Valentin (Mr.) A
Nakas, Victor (Mr.) A
Kahn, Tom (Mr.) Nasar, Rusi (Mr.) A
Kalnins, Ojars (Mr.) A  Nesterczuk, George (Mr.) A
Karatncky, Adrian (Mr.) Nolan, Most Reverend John G. A
Kepley, Elizabeth (Miss) A
Kersten, Katherine (Ms.) O'Connell, Brian (Mr.) A
Kiechel, Conrad (Mr.) A O'Leary, Denise (Ms.) A
Kishkovsky, Very Reverend Leonid A Okada, Ted (Mr.) A
Kuprys, Saulius (Mr.) A Ordynsky, Eugenia (Ms.) A
Kynes, William (Reverend) Osman, David (Mr.) A
Ousterman, Diana (Ms.)
Lang, Kathleen (Ms.) A
Langley, McKendree (Mr.) A Padukow, Sergey (Mr.) A
Lapp, John A. (Mr.) A Papazian, Professor Dennis A
Lawler, Philip (Mr.) Pasztor, Laszlo (Mr.) A
Lawton, Kim (Miss) A Patrick, Michael (Mr.) A
Lefever, Ernest (Dr.) Perry, Jack (Dr.) A
Lenard, Casimira S. (Mrs. ) A Pesky, Alan (Mr.) A
Lenczowski, John (Dr.) A Peters, G. D. (Reverend)
Libaridian, Gerard (Dr.) A Pilon, Juliana (Ms.) A
Lipscomb, Most Reverend Oscar A Plattner, Mark (Mr.) A
Lotz, Denton (Dr.) A Plowman, Edward (Mr.) A
Lubachivsky, Myroslav (Cardinal) A Porzak, Leonard (Mr.) A
Lucey, Paul (Mr.) A Potapov, Father Victor A
Potapov, Maria (Mrs.) A
Maddoux, Marlin (Mr.) A Powers, Ardenia (Mrs. Warren) A
Mann, William Douglas (Mr.) A Powers, Gerard (Mr.) A
Martin, Robert (Mr.) Powers, Warren (Mr.) A
Matveiuk, Stephan (Reverend) A
Mau, Carl (Dr.) A Reddaway, Peter (Mr.) A
McClellan, Irina (Ms.) A Ridgway, Rozanne L. (Hon.) A
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REPORT DATE: 2 MAY 1988

so0503al GATE LIST

FOR EVENT: SEMINAR - 5/3/88

ACCEPT AND NO RESPONSE

NAME

NAME

Riley, Patrick (Mr.)
Rimselis, Most Reverend Viktoras
Roderick, Keith (Father)
Rodzianko, Tatiana (Dr.)
Roshak, Father Michael
Roush, Paul (Dr.)

Royal, Robert (Mr.)
Rozboril, Leopold (Dr.)
Rudenko, Mykola (Mr.)
Ryan, Most Reverend Joseph
Ryskind, Alan (Mr.)

Sakadolskis, Romas (Mr.)
Scaminaci, James (Mr.)
Schall, James (Reverend)
Schifter, Richard (Hon.)
Schlossburg, Herbert (Dr.)
Schnur, Celia Zeesy (Ms.)
Schweizer, Peter (Mr.)
Scism, Harry (Reverend)
Scotchmer, Paul (Mr.)
Seytmuratoya, Ayshe (Ms.)
Shalins, Mary (Ms.)
Shamiloglu, Uli (Mr.)
Shea, Nina (Ms.)

Silins, Ints (Mr.)
Silverman, Ira (Mr.)
Simonson, Juhan (Mr.)

Skrypnyk, Mstyslav (His Beatitude Me

Smith, Mark (Mr.)

Smith, Samuel (Reverend)
Snyder, Connie (Mrs. Steven L.)
Snyder, Ed (Mr.)

Snyder, Steven L. (Mr.)

Sobran, Joseph (Mr.)

Soltys, George (Dr.)
Sonnenfeldt, Marjorie (Ms.)
Spasowski, Romauld (Mr.)
Spasowski, Wanda (Mrs. Romauld)
Spula, Francis (Mr.)
Starosolsky, George (Dr.)
Steele, Thomas Ed (Mr.)
Stetsko, Slava (Mrs.)

Sullivan, John (Mr.)

Sulyk, Most Reverend Stephan
Sushko, Michael (Mr.)
Svetlichnaya, Nadejda (Ms.)
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Thomas, Maria (Ms.)
Thompson, Kenneth (Mr.)
Thorne, Ludmila (Ms.)
Tift, James Randall (Mr.)

Varsbergs, Dean Vilis
Vartian, Ross (Mr.)
Von Doemming, Gerd (Mr.)

Wachtstetter, Stanley (Reverend)
Waldron, Peter (Mr.)

Warren, James (Mr.)

Wasylyk, Myron (Mr.)

Watson, Francis (Mr.)

Watson, Virginia (Mrs. Francis)
Webber, Steven (Mr.) -
Weigel, George (Mr.)

Weinrod, Bruce (Mr.)

Whitney, Mary (Mrs.)

Whittle, Charles (Mr.)

Woehr, Christine (Ms.)

Yakobson, Helen (Dr.)
Yasharoff, Norbert (Mr.)
Young, Amy (Ms.)

Zarechnak, Galina (Mrs.)

Zorthian, Barry (Mr.)
Zysman, Karmit (Ms.)
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REPORT DATE: 2 MAY 1988

solU503al GATE LIST
FOR EVENT: SEMINAR - 5/3/88
ACCEPT AND NO RESPONSE
NAME NAME
Total Accepts/ No Response 235
- %
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REPORT DATE: 2 MAY 1988
so0503al GATE LIST
1
FOR EVENT: SEMINAR - 5/3/88
REGRETS AND SUBSTITUTES
NAME NAME

SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS Hannaford, Peter (Mr.) R
IN THE SOVIET UNION Hannan, Most Reverend Philip R
Tuesday, May 3, 1988/1:00 p.m. Harris, David (Mr.) R
East Visitors Entrance Hawley, Robert (Mr.) R
No Parking/Business Attire Heidinger, Jim (Mr.) R
Contact Social Office X7788 Hickey, Most Reverend James A. R
THE PRESIDENT Higgins, Monsignor George R

Howe, John (Reverend) R
Ahern, Richard (Mr.) R Hruby, Blahoslav (Mr.) R
Anderson, Carl (Mr.) R
Archie, William (Mr.) R Jonaitis, Demie {(Ms.)
Armenian, Garabed (Mr.) R Judd, Charles (Mr.)
Armstrong, Ben (Dr.) R

Kemble, Eugenia (Ms.) R
Barius, Very Reverend Placidus R Kemble, Richard Penn (Mr.) R
Bernadeta, (Sister) R Khailo, Vladimir (Reverend) R
Bevilacqua, Most Reverend Anthony R Kilgore, James (Reverend) - © R
Bjork, Don (Reverend) R Kramer, Mary Anne (Mrs.) R
Blum, Father Virgil R Kuzmickus, Marilyn (Sister) R
Bociurkiw, Bohdan R. (Dr.) R
Bogolubov, Andre (Mr.) R Laber, Jeri (Ms.) S
Bohlmann, Ralph (Dr.) R Law, His Eminence Bernard Cardi R
Boyd, Forest (Mr.) R Lenkowski, Leslie (Mr.) R

Little, Robert (Reverend) R
Campbell, Robert (Dr.) R Lundy, Bradford (Mrs.) R
Carey, John (Mr.) R
Carlson, G. Raymond (Dr.) R Mann, W. Ralph (Mr.) R
Chase, J. Richard (Dr.) R Masur, Wolodymyr (Mr.) R

McFadden, James P. (Mr.) R
Daugininkas, Mary Ruth (Sister) R Melady, Thomas (Hon.) R
Dechant, Virgil (Mr.) R Mercaldo, Daniel (Reverend) R
Denton, James (Mr.) R Myers, Kenneth (Mr.) R
Dolan, Father Timothy R
Draus, Frank (Dr.) , R Nelson, David (Mr.) R

Neuhaus, Pastor Richard John R
Edwards, Leland (Dr.) R Novak, Michael (Mr.) R
Elliot, Mark (Dr.) R

O'Connor, His Eminence John Cardinal R
Featherstone, Chris (Ms.) R Otis, George Jr (Mr.) R
Freed, Paul (Dr.) R

Pagels, Heinz (Dr.) R
Gallagher, James (Mr.) R Parris, Mark (Mr.) R
Geimer, William (Mr.) R Petrov, Victor (Dr.) R
Gershman, Carl (Mr.) R Ptacek, Kerry (Mr.) R
Goolsby, Charles (Mr.) R Pugevicius, Father Casimir R
Gravel, Father Claude R

Rhee, Anna (Ms.) R
Hall, Terry (Mr.) R
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REGRETS AND SUBSTITUTES

NAME

GATE LIST

5/3/88

REPORT DATE:

NAME

2 MAY 1988

Robinson, 0Olin (Dr.)
Rose, Jerry (Dr.)

Rowe, Worthy (Reverend)
Rubenstein, Joshua (Mr.)

Saulqitis, Very Reverend Antanas
Sawatsky, Walter (Dr.)
Schindler, Rabbi Alexander
Schwartz, Michael (Mr.)

Shapiro, Daniel (Mr.)

Silverman, Leon (Mr.)

Smith, Charles (Reverend)
Stella, Elliott (Dr.)

Urshan, Nathaniel (Reverend)
Van_de Byjl, Brother Andrew
Vessey, John W. Jr (General)

Vins, Georgi (Reverend)

Waner, John (Mr.)
White, John H. (Dr.)
Williamson, Parker (Reverend)

Zarechnak, Michail (Dr.)
Zimmerman, Thomas (Dr.)
Ziomek, David (Mr.)

Total Regrets/ Substitutes 94
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" so00503al GATE LIST
FOR EVENT: SEMINAR - 5/3/88
NAME ) NAME
TOTAL ACCEPTS NORSVP REGRETS SUBS
INVITEES: 323 = 190 32 94 1
GUESTS: 6 = 6 0] 0 0]
TOTALS: 329 = 202 32 94 1
Possible Attendance as of 2 MAY is 235
- N
/
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I will divide the list as follows:

Max/Rita/e=ssy - 80
Juanita - 40
Mariam - 75
Curt - 30
Marty - 15

Your list should include full name,

seats
seats
seats
seats
seats

addresses,

and telephone

numbers, as well as honorific {(Mr., Mrs, Miss, Mrs).

Please provide your list to me no later than April 13, 1988

COB.

Call if you have questions.




MATLGRAM

ON BEHALF OF THE PRESIDENT, I WISH TO EXTEND AN INVITATION TO
YOU TO ATTEND A SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS IN THE SOVIET UNION
ON TUESDAY, MAY 3, 1988 AT THE WHITE HOUSE.

YOU SHOULD ARRIVE AT THE VISITORS ENTRANCE ON EAST EXECUTIVE
AVENUE AT 1:00 P.M. PLEASE RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO THE
SOCIAL OFFICE ON 202-456-7787, WITH YOUR DATE OF BIRTH AND
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER. PROPER IDENTIFICATION WILL BE REQUIRED

AND PARKING WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE.

LINDA FAULKNER

SOCIAL SECRETARY TO THE WHITE HOUSE
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PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS

Dropby attendance and remarks at White House
Seminar on Religious Rights in USSR.

This seminar is planned as the main human
rights public diplomacy event before the
Moscow Summit. The President's participa-
tion will strengthen and underline the
Administration's continuing commitment to
human rights, and, especially this year, to
furthering the cause of religious freedom.

@
1988 marks the millenium of Christianity in
Kiev Rus--an anniversary of great importance
to Russian, Ukrainian, and Belorussian
Christians in particular, and to all Soviet
believers in general. While pegged to the
Millenium, the seminar will focus attention
on Soviet abuse of religious rights across
the board, affecting all faiths and
denominations.

The President has expressed concern about
religious persecution in the USSR in many
speeches, letters, and proclamations over
the years. The President last participated
in a White House seminar devoted to Soviet
human rights matters on December 3, 1987--
several days prior to the Washington Summit.
That seminar, and the President's remarks,
evoked a highly favorable public response.

April 12, 1988; 11:30 a.m.
Duration: 30 minutes

Room 450, OEOB

The President, Assistant Secretary of State
Ridgway, Assistant Secretary of State
Schifter, Special Assistant to the President
Ermarth, Director for European and Soviet
Affairs, NSC, Jameson; (Tentative): Senators
Lugar, Deconcini; Representatives Smith,
Hoyer, Wolf, Henry, Miller.

CONFIBENTIAL
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Representatives of religious and human
rights organizations (list to be provided);
Former Soviet Witnesses/believers (list to
be provided).

The seminar will begin at 10:00, with
presentations by spokesmen for religious and
human rights organizations. The President
will drop by at 11:30 to deliver remarks (15
minutes) and join Administration/Congress-
ional panel in listening to testimony of
several guests of honor--former Soviets who
suffered religious persecution. The seminar
will break for lunch at 12:00 and resume for
an additional hour and a half at 1:30. The
President will not participate in the
afternoon session.

Keynote speech on freedom of conscience and
religion in the Millenial year.

Pool for Presidential participation.

NSC; OPL; Humanitarian Affairs Bureau,
Department of State.

CONIENTIL
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