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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
IN MEETING WITH 

HUMAN RIGHTS LEADERS 

The Cabinet Room 

3:42 P.M. EDT 

October 7, 1986 

TH~ PRESIDENT: I have a few remarks here. I welcome 
this opportunity to talk with you about a most important subject of 
my upcoming meeting with General Secretary Gorbachev: human rights. 
And I know your interest in that. And with me, as you know, is Yuri 
Orlov and Mrs. Orlov. Yuri is a founding member of the Independent 
Soviet Helsinki Monitoring Group~ a man who has done more to inform 
the world of current Soviet' human rights violations than any man on 
Earth. As I said yesterday, a hero for our time. 

The west owes him a profound debt, both for his courage 
·and fortitude under unspeakable conditions, and for reminding us how 
precious are the freedoms that we sometimes take for granted. 

As you all know, there has been much speculation that our 
upcoming meeting in Reykjavik will focus on arms control. But true 
peace requires respect for human rights and freedom as well as arms 
control. 

We go to Iceland in pursuit of peace. But it's important 
tha~ the world and our adversaries understand that we Americans -­
what we mean when we speak of peace. Peace is not simply an absence 
of war, it's the presence of justice -- and human rights, human 
freedom are its indispensible elements. These fundamental values and 
beliefs are matters on which we Americans cannot and will not 
compromise. So our agenda for the Reykjavik meeting will deal not 
only with arms reductions, but Soviet human rights violations, 
military intervention by the Soviets and their proxies in regional 
conflicts and broadening contacts between our two peoples. · 

This meeting is not to sign agreements, but to prepare 
tbe way fo~ a productive summit. A- real improvement in the Soviet 
9Qioq's human rights record is essential for such a summit. we will 
not sacrifice fundamental principles or vital U.S. interests to get a 
summit. I'l~ make it amply clear to Mr~ Gorbachev that unless there 
is real Sov;et movement on human rights, we will not have the kind of 
pqlitical atmosphere necessary to make lasting progress on other 
issues. 

And there is much room for improvement. The religious 
p~;secution~ long divided families, suppression of emigration and 
harrassment of ethnic and cultural activists. We are realistic about 
th~ Soviet U~ion , and have no illusions about the difficulty of making 
progress o~ ~hese key issues. But I see po alternative to our twin 
policy of strength and dialogue. 

And again, thank you all for being here. 
'·• . 

. . Q Mr. President, did Mr~ Orlov tell you anything of 
significance in your meeting just now? 

THE PRESIDENT: We have just had a few moments -- few 
minutes together _before coming in here and we have said the things I 
think you would expect us to say. 

Q Did he tell you what he would like you to tell 
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Gorbachev? (Laughter.) 

THE PRESIDENT: No. He spoke of wanting to carry on the 
wotk that he was carrying on there -- to continue to strive for 
freedom . and pis goals are very much those of the people around this 
table already. 

Q Mr. President 

END 3 : 4 7 P • M • EDT 
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I. PURPOSE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINQTON 

October 6, 1986 

MEETING WITH HUMAN RIGHTS LEADERS 
DATE: October 7, 1986 

LOCATION: Cabinet Room 
TIME: 3:30 p.m. 

FROM: MARI MASENG, OPL 
RODNEY McDANIEL, NSC 

To advise u.s. human and religious rights leaders on your 
goals for the Iceland meeting with Mr. Gorbachev. 

II. BACKGROUND 

Our goal for the meeting between you and Mr. Gorbachev in 
Iceland, just as it was last November, is to promote a 
broad, four-part agenda: arms control, regional conflicts, 
bilateral issues and human rights. The Soviets, on the 
other hand, wish to turn these meetings exclusively into 
arms control forums. We have invited representatives of 
groups which have worked for human rights and religious 
freedom in the u.s.s.R. to provide you an opportunity to 
clarify your goals at the Iceland meeting on human rights 
issues. The meeting will also signal the American public 
and the Soviet leadership that we are committed to raising 
the human rights issue, as part of our broad agenda, in 
Iceland. 

III. PARTICIPANTS : Tab A 

IV. PRESS PLAN: Wire service photographers only 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

You enter Cabinet Room, take your place at the table, make 
opening remarks and then open to Q&A. After the meeting, 
you will shake hands and pose for photographs with guests as 
they depart. 

Attachment: Tab A -- Participants 

Talking points from NSC 

Coordination: NSC (J. Mandel) 

COP 



U.S. Government 

✓POTUS 

PARTICIPANTS 

vSecretary George Shultz, Department of State 
VPatrick Buchanan, Director of Communications 

10/7 12:00 noon 

VRichard Schifter, Asst. Secty. of State for Human Rights 
v peter Rodman, Deputy Assistant to the President, NSC 
✓ Jack Matlock, Senior Director for Europe, NSC 
- Mari Maseng, Director, Office of Public Liaison 
v Linas Kojelis, Special Assistant for Public Liaison 
~ earl Anderson, Special Assistant for Public Liaison 
vMax Green, Associate Director, Office of Public Liaison 
~ Judyt Mandel, Deputy Director, Intl. Communication, NSC 

- John Purriell, Office of Soviet Affairs, Department of State 
----#IGalina Tunik, Interpreter, Department of State 

Human and Religious Rights Representatives 

;),iuri Orlov 
, rina Valitova, wife of Yuri Orlov 

~ orris Abram, President, National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
v'Zinta Arums, Joint Baltic American National Committee 
J~ishop Antanas Baltakis, Bishop of Lithuanian Catholics in 

America 
"".Drr Jamon n. !folce, srcnth P;r;&aiiy:Ua•i.an 0htt!!leh 
\/Morris Bubstein, Chairman, Scientists for Sakharov, Orlov, 

Sharansky 
...--Holly Burkhalter, Helsinki Watch 

vMartin Canavan, Ukrainian Catholic Fraternal Order 
✓ Dr. Robert P. Dugan, Jr., Director, Office of Public 

Affairs, National Association of Evangelicals 
✓Jerry Goodman, Executive Director, National Conference on 

Soviet Jewry 
VDr. Ernest Gordon, Director, CREED 

:::. t> Archbishop James Hickey, Washington, D.C. 
vKent R. Hill, Institute for Religion and Democracy 
✓Malcolm Hoenlein, Executive Director of Conference of 

Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations 
,V..Eugene Iwanciw, Washfngton Representative, Ukranian National 

Association 
..lojars Kalnins, Executive Director, American Latvian Assn. 

- ✓Dr. D. James Kennedy, Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church 
_ __:.-- Edward Kline, Helsinki Watch 

~ Dr ~_Ernest Lefever, Ethics in Public Policy Institute 
-~1deI Net! Maxwell, Church ef ..Testf!§ Chrtse- 0£-Lratt.eF Day 

Sa-to.ts 
v Paul Meek, International Parliamentary Group for Human 
, Rights in the Soviet Union 

W-..Casimir Pugevicius, Director, Lithuanian Catholic Religious 
Services 

✓Patricia Rengel, Amnesty International 
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J Ar -Adsii.aR. ~-ige;rs Pooei~t:'.r-'S:OU-'t-hern lia,p-ei,s~~ 
✓William De Jarnette Rutherfoord, Bishop of Anglican American 

Church 
\/Leonard Sussman, Freedom House 
\/Vytas Volertas, President-elect, Lithuanian-American 

Community, Inc. 
, ✓~yron Wasylyk, Director, Ukranian National Information 

Service 
✓ Yuri Yarim-Agayev, Center for Democracy 
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PARTICIPANTS 

U.S. Government 

Secretary George Shultz, Department of State 
Patrick Buchanan, Director of Communications 
Richard Schifter, Asst. Secty. of State for Human Rights 
Peter Rodman, Deputy Assistant to the President, NSC 
Jack Matlock, Senior Director for Europe, NSC 
Mari Maseng, Director, Office of Public Liaison 
Linas Kojelis, Special Assistant for Public Liaison 
Carl Anderson, Special Assistant for Public Liaison 
Max Green, Associate Director, Office of Public Liaison 
Judyt Mandel, Deputy Director, Intl. Communication, NSC 

Human and Religious Rights Representatives 

Morris Abram, President, National ConferE},ri6-e on Soviet Jewry 
Robert Blut, Past President of the Uni t~fi Jewish Appeal and 

Co-Chairman of the Campaign to tq,e Summit 
Malcolm Hoenlein, Executive Director ,6 f Conference of 

Presidents of Major Jewish Orgfh izations 
Jerry Goodman, Executive Director, , National Conference on 

Soviet Jewry · 
Shoshana Cardon, President of Co~ncil on Soviet Jewry, 

Federation of Jewish Philanthropies 
Archbishop James Hickey, Washington, D.C. 
Bishop Pranas Baltakis, Bishop of Lithuanian Catholics in 

America 
Martin Canavan, Ukrainian Catholic Fraternal Order 
Juhan Simonson, Estonian American National Council 

I 

Ojars Kalnins, Executive Director, American Latvian Assn. 
Ignatius Bjllinsky, President, Ukrainian Congress Committee 

of America 
Dr. Ernest Gordon, Dir~ctor, CREED 
Paul Meek, Internatio~al Parliamentary Group for Human 

Rights in the So~ iet Union 
Kent R. Hill, Institute for Religion and Democracy 
Zinta Arums, Joint Baltic American National Committee 
Dr. Ernest Lefever, Ethics in Public Policy Institute 
James Finn, Freedo~ House 
Robert Bernstein, Helsinki Watch 
Torn Kahn, AFL-CIO 
Valentin Turchin, former member of Moscow Helsinki Watch 

Group 
Dr. Robert P. Dugan, Jr., Director, Office of Public 

Affairs, National Association of Evangelicals 
Elder Neil Max~ell, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints , 
Patricia Rengel, Amnesty International 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 9, 1986 

ROZANNE RIDGWAY, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
EUROPEAN AND CANADIAN AFFAIRS 

LINAS KOJELISY~ECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
FOR PUBLIC LIAISON 

Iceland Agenda: Prisoners of Conscience 

I am forwarding for your attention, copies of correspondence from 
our Russian, Ukrainian, and Lithuanian constituent groups 
urging the President to consider their lists of political 
prisoners at the upcoming summit in Iceland. Your immediate 
consideration of the attached appeals would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Please note that the list from the Lithuanian Information Center 
was hand delivered by Bishop Baltakis to the President during the 
Human Rights Meeting on October 7. 

cc: Jack Matlock, NSC 

PRE E ATIO COPY 
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LIETUVIV INFORMACIJOS CENTRAS 
351 Highland Blvd., Brooklyn NY 11207-9195, USA Tel. 718 647-2434 

October 7, 1986 

The Lithuanian Public Group to Promote Observance of the 
Helsinki Accords was formed on November 25, 1976 by five 
persons of quite varied backgrounds who represented a broad 
spectrum of Lithuanian dissent: 

The Reverend Karolis Garuckas, a Catholic priest; Eitan 
Finkelstein, a Jewish refusenik; Ona Lukauskaite-Poskiene, a 
leftist poet; Viktoras Petkus, a Catholic dissident and Tomas 
Venclova, the son of a prominent Sov·iet Lithuanian writer. 

In the seven years of its existence the group sought to 
implement the goals of the Helsinki ·· Final Act, but its 
success was limited by the actions of the Soviet authorities. 
Nonetheless, the group became a symbol of Lithuanian dissent. 

Tomas Venclova was allowed to leave Lithuania for a 
teaching assignment at the University of California only two 
months after the formation of the Lithuanian Helsinki group. 
In 1977, he was stripped of his Soviet citizenship. The 
arrest of Petkus reduced the membership of the Lithuanian 
Helsinki group to three. 

Several noted dissidents, Balys Gajauskas 
Skuodis, asked to be made members of the group 
they were imprisoned and could not participate 
its work. 

and Vytautas 
even though 
actively in 

In January 1979, the Rev. Bronius Laurinavicius, joined 
the Lithuanian Helsinki Group, replacing Fr. K. Garuckas, who 
had died of cancer. In November of that year, Algirdas 
Statkevicius, a physician, and Mecislovas Jurevicius, a 
worker, also joined the group. In 1980, Statkevicius was 
arrested and confined in a psychiatric hospitai. Engineer . 
Vytautas Vaiciunas was added to the group in 1981, but he and 
Jurevicius were arrested shortly afterwards on March 25, 
1981. On November 25, 1981, Laurinavicius died in a traffic 
accident that was thought to have been engineered by the KGB: 
he was pushed by four men, in full view of eyewitnesses, into 
the path of an oncoming truck. This left Lukauskaite-Poskiene 
as the sole active member. The fact that her health was very 
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poor may have helped her to escape imprisonment. 

However, unlike the Moscow Helsinki group, which 
announced its , disbandment on September 8, 1982~ the 
Lithuanian group -simply disappeared as a •result of arrests, 
deathe , and emigration. On December 4, 1983, Ona 
Lukauskaite-Poskiene, the last fully active member of. the 
group, died '. at . the age of seventy-six, and on December 18, 
Eitan Finkelstein, another founding member, emigrated to 
Israel • . With that, no more members of the -group remained at 
liberty; in .Lithuania. 

Altogether the Lithuanian Helsinki group had eleven 
members. Over the years, it issued numerous documents and 
signed many . major protest statements calling attention to 
human rights violations. 

Some of the group's functions were later taken over by 
the Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers' Rights, 
which was founded on November 13, 1978, by five priests. But 
with the arrests of its two leading members, Fathers -Alfonsas , 
Svarinskas and Sigitas Tamkevicius, and the unremitting . 
threats against the remaining members, . the Catholic Committee 
was forced to go underground in 1984. 

PRES ATION COP'( 
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LIETUVIV INFORMACIJOS CENTRAS 
351 Highland Blvd., Brooklyn NY 11207-9195, USA Tel. 718 647-2434 

October 7, 1986 

THE CATHOLIC COMMITTEE FOR THE DEFENSE OF BELIEVERS' RIGHTS 

In 1983, ·the Catholic Committee for the Defense of 
Believers' Rights was one of the few remaining dissident 
bodies unbroken by the Soviet crackdown on unofficial 
monitoring groups. The arrests of charter members, Fathers 
Alfonsas Svarinskas and Sigitas Tamkevicius, however, and a 
series of threats by Soviet authorities against its remaining 
members forced the Committee underground later that year. The 
former members of the Catholic Committee, nonetheless, 
continue to be persecuted. 

After being summoned under false pretenses to attend a 
sick parishioner on the night of August 22, 1985, Fr. 
Vaclovas Stakenas, was attacked by two men and left bound and 
gagged in a forest outside the town of Krokialaukis. 

The death of Fr. Juozas Zdebskis on February 5, 1986 was 
no accident, according to the samizdat Chronicle of the 
Catholic Church in Lithuania. The "collision was not 
accidental, but a carefully planned and executed act of 
violence". Zdebskis had been under KGB surveillance for more 
than 20 years. Subjected to threats and sentenced twice, the 
Lithuanian priest had several other close brushes with death 
under suspicious circumstaces. 

ADDRESS: (Fr.) Leonas Kalinauskas, 235036 Josvainiai, 
Kedainiu r., Lithuania, USSR 

BIRTHDATE: September 7, 1925 
ORDINATION DATE: December 19, 1948 

FEASTDAY: November 10 

ADDRESS: (Fr.) Jonas Kauneckas, 235610 Telsiai, Pionieriu 51 
Lithuania, USSR 

BIRTHDATE: June 6, 1938 
ORDINATION DATE: May 22, 1977 

FEASTDAY: June 24 

ADDRESS: (Fr.) Algimantas Keina, 234645 Valkininkai, Varenos 
Lithuania, USSR 

BIRTHDATE: February 21, 1937 
ORDINATION DATE: April 18, 1962 

FEASTDAY: January 23 
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ADDRESS: (Fr.) Vaclovas Stakenas, 234584 Krokialaukis, Alyta 
Lithuania, USSR 

BIRTHDATE: May 24, 1934 
ORDINATION DATE: May 23, 1970 

FEASTDAY: September 28 

ADDRESS: (Fr.) Vincas Velavicius, 235915 Skaudvile, raurages 
Taurages 17, Lithuania, USSR 

BIRTHDATE: February 18, 1914 
ORDINATION DATE: April 16, 1938 

FEASTDAY: September 27 

(Fr.) Juozas Zdebskis, Deceased, February 5, 1986 

ADDRESS: (Fr.) Kazimieras Zilys, 234656 Nedinge, 
Lithuania, USSR 

BIRTHDATE: March 
ORDINATION DATE: 

FEASTDAY: 

4, 1945 
April 17, 1973 
March 4 

IMPRISONED MEMBERS 

Varenos r., 

CAMP ADDRESS: (Prof.) Vytautas Skuodis, 431200 Barashevo, Mo 
ASSR, Tengushevsky r-n, uchr. ZhKh 385/3-5, USSR 

BIRTHDATE: March 21, 1929 
FEASTDAY: January 5 

DATE OF ARREST: January 9, 1980 
SENTENCING DATE: December 22, 1980 

DATE OF RELEASE: 1992 

CAMP ADDRESS: (Fr.) Alfonsas Svarinskas, 618263 Permskaya ob 
Chusovskoi r-n, pos. Kuchino, uchr. VS-389/36, US 

BIRTHDATE: · January 21, 1925 
ORDINATION DATE: October 3, 1954 

FEASTDAY: August 1 
DATE OF ARREST: January 26, 1983 

SENTENCING DATE: ~ay 6, 1983 
DATE OF RELEASE: 1993 

CAMP ADDRESS: (Fr.) Sigitas Tamkevicius, Permskaya obl., 
Chusovskoi r-n, pos. Polovinka, uchr. VS-389/37, 

BIRTHDATE: November 7, 1938 
ORDINATION DATE: April 18, 1962 

FEASTDAY: July 31 
DATE OF ARREST: May 6, 1983 

SENTENCING DATE: December 2, 1983 
DATE OF RELEASE: 1993 

For more information on writing to prisoners of conscience , c 
LITHUANIAN INFORMATION CENTER 

351 Highland Blvd. 
Brooklyn NY 11207 
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IMPRISONED MEMBERS OF THE LITHUANIAN HELSINKI GROUP 

CAMP ADDRESS: Viktoras Petkus, 618263, Permskaya OBL, 
Chusovskoy r-n, pos. Kuchino, uchr. VS 389-36-1, 
ARRESTED: August 23, 1977 
TRIED: July 13, 1978 
SENTENCED: : 7 yrs. prison 

3 yrs. special regime camp 
5 yrs. exile 
under Art. 68-2 and 70 LSSR code 

CAMP ADDRESS: Balys Gajauskas, (address as Viktoras Petkus) 
ARRESTED: April 20, 1977 
TRIED: April 14, 1978 
SENTENCED: 10 yrs. special regimen camp 

5 yrs. exile 
under Art. 68 of LSSR criminal code 

CAMP ADDRESS: Algirdas Statkevicius, 70058 U2B SSR, G. Tashkent, 
uchr. UY2-64/12-1 
ARRESTED: February 14, 1980 
TRIED: {in absentia) 8/11/80 
SENTENCED: to psychiatric treatment 

indeterminate sentence 
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.... Liff,u1ni1n lnfarmilffan Cernrb!r 
LIETUVIIJ INFORMACIJOS CENTRAS 
351 Highland Blvd., Brooklyn NY 11207, USA , Tel. 212 647-2434 , 

October. 7~ : "l.986 

On November 22, 1978, three · priests Alfonsas 
Svarinskas, Sigitas Tamkevicius and : Juozas Zdebskis 
announced at a -press -conference -for foreign correspondents in 
Moscow that the - Catholic Committee for the Defense · of 
Believers' Rights had been set · up in Lithuania , on November 
13th. The reporters were introduced . to the five charter 
members of the Committee and its ·goals. 

Below is the first Catholic Committee' appeal sent to 
Lithuania's bishops and Soviet authorities and handed out to 
the foreign correspondents. 

"Since the end 1 of· World ·war II '. the bishops, priests 
and believers of Lithuania .have often encountered · religious 
discrimination. The situation of other believers in the 
Soviet Union is similar. Believers do not have the rights 
which atheists enjoy in the state. ~he Soviet Constitution 
only proclaims the freedom of religion, but even this limited · 
freedom is often restricted in actual practice. Most of the 
laws which regulate the affairs of believers are inadequate 
for conditions in Lithuania and contradict not only the 
Soviet Constitution, but international USSR agreements as 
well. 

"We Catholics have, therefore, resolved to found the 
Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers' Rights which 
will strive to attain for Catholics rights equal to those of 
atheists. Through our activity we hope to help the faithful, 
and once the legal and practical equality of believers and 
atheists is achieved, the prestige of the Soviet Union in the 
Christian West will increase considerably. 

"In striving toward this goal, we are resolved to 

- draw the attention of Soviet authorities to instances 
of discrimination against the Church and individual 
believers@ 

- inform Church officials, and if need be, society in 
general about the situation of believers in Lithuania and 
other Soviet Republics@ - seek that Soviet laws and their 
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practical application, as regards the affairs of the Church 
and believers, not violate international USSR agreements@ 

- explain to priests and ·believers their rights and ·help 
defend them. 

"The catholic Committee for the , Defense , of:· Believers' · 
Rights will act publicly and · wil not seek . any '. political 
goals. 

"Although -the Committee will . primarily concern itself 
with the defense -of the rights \of Catholics, it . will also . 
attempt to help -other believers . who appeal to it ·. 

"The Catholic Committee for the · Defense of · Believers' 
Rights declares its solidarity with the defenders of human 
rights in the Soviet Union and throughout the world, and . is 
determined :to cooperate with all of them in defending . human 
rights. We especially ,want to cooperate closely with .the USSR 
Christian Committee for the Defense of Believers' Rights. We 
will . consider this cooperation to be our modest contribution 
not only to the defense -of human and religious rights, but 
also to the ecumenical movement. 

"If any members of the catholic Committee for the 
Defense of Believers' Rights cannot perform his duties, he 
will be immediately replaced by a candidate selected in 
advance. 

"The Committee asks interested individuals to send their 
questions to any member of this Committee." 

The appeal, which appeared in issue no. 35 of the 
Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, was signed by 
founding members Rev. Jonas Kauneckas, Rev. Alfonsas 
Svarinskas, Rev. S-igi tas Tamkevicius., Rev . Vincas Velavicius 
and Rev. Juozas Zdebskis. 
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Letter from Soviet-occupied Lithuania 

My husband, Benedict SCOTT, a.k.a. Vytautas-Benediktas 
SKODZIUS, a.k.a. Vytautas SKUODIS, born on March 21, 1929 in 
Chicago, who resided and worked in Lithuania, was arrested in 
Vilnius .on January 9, 1980 and sentenced that same year to 
many years of imprisonment for participating in the 
Lithuanian national movement for democratic freedoms. From 
that time began the persecution of his family: the constant 
surveillance, restrictions on correspondence, threats to 
myself and my eldest daughter Giedre to be discharged from 
work, and job discrimination against my youngest daughter, 
Daiva. 

Finally, on April 2 of this year, I was threatened with 
prosecution, because I dared to say that I consider my 
husband Vytautas Skuodis an upright and conscientious person 
and because I fail to see that he has committed any crime 
against society, humanity or the state. 

On the basis of the Universal ·Declaration of Human 
Rights, adopted by the UN General Assembly on December 10, 
1948, and human rights agreements adopted by the UN General 
Assembly on December 16, 1966, I appeal to grant us: 

Vytautas SKUODIS, 
Irena SKUODIENE (born 1930 in Kaunas), 
Giedre SKUODYTE (born 1957 in Vilnius), 
Daiva SKUODYTE (born 1959 in Vilnius), and my mother 
Sofija SARKIUNIENE (born 1901) 

legal and diplomatic protection, and if necessary, residency 
in our country, my husband's land of birth. 

July 14, 1982 

With deep respect, 

I. SKUODIENE 

Translated by 
LITHUANIAN INFORMATION CENTER 

351 Highland Blvd. 
Brooklyn NY 11207 

tel. (718) 647-2434 
telex 5101013171 
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UKRAINIAN NATIONAL AID ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

YHPAiHCbHA HAPOAHA nOMI~ 
MAIN OFFICE: CANADIAN OFFICE: 

925 NORTH WESTERN A VENUE 
CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60622 

Telephone: 312-342-5102 

140 BATHURST STREET 
TORONTO, ONT., CANADA MSV 2R3 

Telephone: 416-869-0687 

PRESIDENT 

WOLODYMYR MASUR 

The President 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr .. President: 

October 3, 1986 

On behalf of all Ukrainians in the metropolitan 
Chicago area and all cities in the United States of 
America and Canada, I wish to ask you, Mr. President 
that, during your sutmnit meeting in Iceland with 
Mykail Gorbachev, the issue of relea~.i~g_d_L_ 
Political Prisoners - namely - Yuri Shukewych, 
Lev Lukyanenko and Ivan Kandyba, be presented to 
him. These particular prisoners have been 
incarcerated for over twenty years only because 
they were standing up for Human Rights and 
protecting their country, Ukraine. 

Your help in discussing this unfortunate matter 
would greatly be appreciated not only by me, but by 

Pre,ent- NAAA / 
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- 'Truth is OUR Weapon -

V. Potltls, NHRC cnatrman 
D. ■oroclln , NHRC Co<:halrman 

NHRC Regional 
Reprenntatlvn 
L Alexeev, Ph.D. 
1. Awtamonow 
I. Outlkov 
H. Ermolaev 
v. cnouprakow 
N. Cladlshev 
A. coroatsevIcn 
w. Jurgens 
A. Koeppen, Ph.D. 
C. Kostukevlch 
1. Kulesna 
v. Mantulln 
M. Mar1Cof-Bellaeff 
T. Plsnenln 
A. seIzew 
v . scnegIowskl 
0 . SChldlOWSICV, M.D. 
I. SChldlOWSICV 
M. somoff 
H. Kovach-TarakanOff, Ph.D. 
Yu. OlkhOVSICV, Ph.D. 

CRA National ■Oard 
Of Directors 
E. Prlbltkln , Chairman 
P. Budzllovlch, 1st Vice-Ch. 
v . Tuman, 2nd Vice-en . 
V. SChatoff, Treasurer 
1. Redko, secretary 
E. Alexandrov 
N. Dubovsky 
V. DutlkOV 
c . Kllmenko 
Very Rev. M. Kovach 
N. Kozlakln 
o . Pantunoff 
V. POiitis 

OIAPLAINS 
Very Rev. A. Klselev 
Very Rev. M. Kovacn 
very Rev. Fr. Michael Dlrga 

REGIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES 
New England 
K. Kostukevlch 

New York Metropotltan 
I. DutlkOV 

New York Upstate 
B. KOSSOVSkY 

Washington, D.C. 
Yu. Olkhovsky 
south-East 
very Rev. e . Vlasenko 

North-West 
C. AVISOV 

SOuth•West 
I. Awtamonow 

Russian-American 
Hall Of Fame 
V. ZWorykln , Ph.D., 1978 
A. Tolstoy, Ph.D., 1979t 
V. leontlef, Ph.D .. 1980 
s. Jaroff, 1981 

CONGRESS OF RUSSIAN-AMERICANS, INC. 
NATIONAL HUMAN RICHTS COMMITTEE 

3133 North Wagner Road Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103 

(313) 994-0879 or (313l 761-9210 

October 6, 1986 
The President 
The White House 

Dear Mr. President, 

As you prepare to go to Reykjavik for the pre-summ i t meeting 
with General Secretary Gorbachev, we want you to know that our 
t houghts are with you and we pray for your success and for your 
safe return home. 

Since undoubtedly in these discussions the subject of human 
rights will come up, we take the liberty to bring to your attention 
the case of the foremost Russian Christian dissident IGOR OGURTSOV, 
the pnly dissident to be given and serve a twenty years sentence , 
who deserves to be first on the list of those for whom the United 
States requests emigration from the Soviet Union . 

A devout Christian, Ogurtsov saw clearly that salvation from 
communism will come only through the return to Christian values. So 
in 1964 he founded in Leningrad the Christian-Social Movement , 
which attracted many young Russian intellectuals. Soviet punishment 
was crushing. Ogurtsov received in 1967 an unprecedented 20-years 
sentence: Seven years in prison, eight years in hard labor 
concentration camps and five years of internal exile. On February 
9, 1987, Igor will complete the twentieth year of his sentence. 

In recognition of Ogurtsov's significance in the dissident 
movement both the United States Senate and the House of 
Representatives unanimously passed resolutions (S.Res.294 and 
H.Res.76) requesting our Administration and the Soviet authorities 
to assist Igor Ogurtsov ~nd hi s parents in getting Soviet 
permission to emigrate from the U. S.S .R. and come to the U. S .A. , 
where they have re l atives . 

We are afraid that, fearing Ogurtsov's leadership qualities , 
the Soviet authorities may extend his sentence . It is most urgen t, 
therefore, that every effort be made to assist Igor Ogurtsov , now 
in bad health (classified even by the Soviets as Invalid II Degree) 
and in dire need of medical care, leave the Soviet Union with hi s 
parents as soon as possible . 

We a re i n contact with the Ogurtsovs and with this le t t er we 
a re convey i ng to you , ~r . Pres i dent . t heir despe r a te plea for your 
he l p . Th e mo t her of Igor Ogur tsov turns to you wi t h these words : 
"Dear President Reagan. you are our onl y hope! Please he lp our onl y 
son , who for t he past twenty years has endured so much t hough he 
committed no c rime. My son is s ick, ne e d s medi ca l t rea t men t , n eeds 
us, and most of all needs freedom . We, Igor's parents , who have 
suffered every hour of our son's imprisonment beg you to help us . 
We are desperate , we are old and sick , we are helpless! Pl eas e he lp 
us and our son to receive emigration permission from the Soviet 
government and join our r el a t i ves in the U.S .A. ! You a re in ou r pr ayers ! " 

VP : hl 
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RUSSIAN-AMERICAN HALL Of FAME 
1978 - V. ZWOl)tdn, Ph.O.t 

"F_,,., ol TM'Mlotl" 
1979 - A. To!Aoy. Ph.0 .t 

l-lumanitenen Mid w,_, 
1980 - V. i.-,tiel, Ph.D. 

Nobellanlde 
11181 - s . ./llfofft 

Don Cosuck'• Choir 
1983 - A. Oanibva 

Prima Nlerinl a,oluta 

11185- M. Rosl,opoyich 
V~lfldConductJf 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
c11o;,_,,. 

P. Budzilovich 
/st Vitt Cllol,_,,. 

G. AvlacN 
2nd Vi« Clloimta11 

8 . Kossovsky 

TllrUllrrr 
M. Oobrowolsky 

Mrrnary 
E. JatkOff 

E. Alexandrov 
T. Bobnnskoy 
A. Bogolubov 
O. Borodin 
V. OutikoY 
N. Kozialdn 
v. Petrov 
v. Politis 
I. Redko 
Very Rev. 8 . vi-we 

CHAPU.INS 
Very Rev. A. KiMleY 
Very Rev. M. Kovach 

REIOIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
N~Enttlund 

I<. t<ostukevic:h 
N~ Yorl: Mnropoli,-

1. 0ulikov 

N~ Yorl: Up11atr 
8 . Kossovsky 

W<Ullilf[tltNI, D .C. 
V.Pecrov 

S-h-East 
Very Rev. 8. Vlasenico 

Nom,-W,11 
G. Allisov 

Sot,,lt -Wf'st 
f. Awtamonow 

/Nii""" 
I. Korolenko 

Illinois 
A. Bezkorova,ny 

N , Curolirtu 
G. Fesenko 

W)'Dffti1t-' 
S. Kasakow 

o,.,_ 
A. Kennedy 

""""'-
V. Logvinov 

T,tuwUH 
H. Logv,nov 

Colotvdo 
A. Malyshev 

CONGRESS OF RUSSIAN-AMERICANSj INCo 
P . O. BOX 818 

The President 
The White House 

□ NYACK, NY 10960 □ (914) 358-7117 

Russian-American Information Center 
300 I St.. N.E. Guile 2 
Wallington. O.C. 20002 
(202) 546·2706 

October 3, 1986 

Washington , District of Columbia 20500 

Dear Mr . President: 

On behalf of the CRA Board of Directors, our members, and the 
entire Russian-American community, I respectfully request that 
you ask Mr. Gorbachev to free Igor Ogurtsov at your upcoming 
meeting . 

At this moment I . Ogurtsov is completing almost 20 years of 
Soviet prison, hard- labor camps, and internal exile -- he has 
been imprisoned for his Christian beliefs since 1967. Unless the 
KGB extends his exile, he will be "free" in four ■onths. 

In spite of the fact that in June 1984 the Senate unanimously 
passed a resolution #294 expressing "the sense of the Senate that 
the Soviet Union should allow Igor Ogurtsov to be released from 
internal exile and allowed to emigrate to the West without 
renouncing his views," Soviets refuse to let him go (an identical 
resolution was passed by the House in December 1985). 

Mr. President , we are pleading with you to exercise your 
personal influence and convince Mr . Gorbachev to set I . Ogurtsov 
free . 

PNB : cb 
Enclosures 

Respectfully submitted , 

~1Bf~Z 
President 
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~ August 22. 19!7 ln Stalingrad(naw Volgograd) 
aoved to Leningrad at an early age. 
Pan:nt■, father - a naval architect. was a ••Jor 

ln the ftavy during the World War II • 
aothar - a pi anist 

education, graduated fro■ tht Univ. of Leningrad 
pa]ored ln, Far and Near Eastern Studies 
.IR2J:lI• an athlete. an n :cellent swb111er A ~Cfl" 

1nt•r•sts, phllo■ophy, political science 
history. e0on011ic■ 

im• ■tudi•d architecture, art and ■u■ lc 
a planl1t, ■0111eti■•s cMipOs•d aualc 

lp.riguu:.,, speat1 ■enral language■ 
yrltal 1taty11 ■lngl• Religion, Chrlatlan · 
1oclal actlvltie11 founder of the Berdyaev Croup 

n Leningrad, also called VSIChSON - All-Russia 
(1.e. National) Soclal-Chri1tlan Union ror th• 
liberation of th• people. Exi1ted fro• 1964-1967. 
arrested, February 15. 1967 
trhd and accu,ed o!, •trea,on• • •antl-sovht· 

acthitiH 
•mtenced to, TW!ln'Y yeara 
•••b•r•hlp of VSlQ)SQN, JO ae■bers • JO candidate■ 
at the ti•• of arrest! and s011e JO to becoae candidates 
activites of VSKhSON prior to arrest of 21 memben,1 

gathering, studying and disseminating o 
raligio-phlloaophical literature, recruiting 
new ae11bera. 

bac'kgTound of VSIOISON ■ernb•r11 representatives of 
humanities and technical ntelligentaia of 
Leningrad. 91oacow and other cities of th• Soviet 
Union. Quite a number of thn were ■tudenta A 
professors of the University or Leningrad. 

Ogurtaov - la the only remaining YSIChSON -•b•r• 
atlll i11priaoned. Classified II degree 

invalid. he auff•ra fn,■ annua. ear infection • . 
· complete eshaaatlon. chronic avit-lnoeie, de-
.calcification of bone~, hypertenaion, liver aal­
functlon 

U.S.Senpte action• S,Be1,Z2't unanl■oualy adopted, 
on Jun• 27. 984, It deal.9 with Igor OgurieoT'• 
plight md hi• right to emigrate together with 
hi• parent•• It also ca1la u_pon our Government 
and the Prea14tnt to intervene with the Soviet 

· l•aderahip on OgurtaoT■' behaU. 
A ■i■ilar H.Re■ .76 1• pending in the House. 

IR TH! 1'AM! OP HUMANITY. and IJ! THE NAME 07 cop 
Write to th• SoTiet leaders in Jlo11cow 0 USSR, an4 
Nquest r•l•••• .from exile and emigration o~ Igor 
Ogurtsov together with his parent■• 

Printed by : 

HU!TI"" Rights Committee . Congren of Ruuien-Americans ,1,:, •· ••""• u· •• ._ ~ . ·m "10, 
(eMNH all inl•iriN le tlie ebeff) ' 

0traffll, Inc. • The Society of Russ ien-Amaricans 
.385 South Pnack Road. Spring Velley, New York 10977 

The Committee for the 0.fente of Penecuted Orthodox Christien., 
P.O. 8011 9669, Washington, D.C. 20016 

IGOR Y, OGURTSOY 
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SAVE IGOR OGURTSOV, 
RUSSIAN CHRISTIAN DISSIDENT! 

IN SOVIET PRISON SINCE 1967! 

OGURTSOV'S "CRIME"· Founding of VSKhSON, a Social Chris­

tian movement, whose lofty aims were the pursuit of basic human 

rights and restoration of Christian ethical principles and their 

incorporation into politics, economics and culture of Soviet 

Russia. The group's practical activity during its 3 years of exis• 

tence ( 1964-1967) consisted almost entirely in the recruitment 

of new members and the duplication and distribution of rel igious 

philosophical literature. 

OGURTSOV'S CHARGE • "Treason" 

· OGURTSOV'S SENTENCE · 20 Yean Imprisonment 

AFTER YEARS OF PHYSICAL AND 
EMOTIONAL ABUSE, I. OGURTSQV_ 
DESPERATELY NEEDS OUR HELP ! 

Arter HTffl ~•n 1n prbon and eight years 1n strict regime 
concentration camps, Igor OgurtsoT ia aerTing his last fiYe 
yean of exile. Hii ac!dre19 there la:,_, TJSSR. p,1(1-ASSR, • 
Y1t-Vns1t1 nyon, 9060 P2•• M1kwJ. o,.Y'o.s;t;t::'g.po\.-'Q.,,o. 

'" OgurtsoY'f parents, ETghenia •• Derevenakova ( ■other) 
ViachealaT Y. OgurtsoT (fathar) 
USSR, 1980)5 Leningrad 
ul • . Dvlnakaya, d,11, lcv,28 

"Igor Cigurts~v has become a symbol throughout the world of 
struggle for human rights ag~st ~~itrariness and illegality . .. 

Academician A.O. Sakharov 
in an or:,en letter to Breshnev (10/24n4). 

"During these current months Igor Ogurtsov, a prominent son of 
the Russian People who sought the development of Russia by . ... . . 
Christian means is irreversibly appr~ching death. He has already 

served more than 12 years of uninterrupted severe imprisonment 

under a merciless regime - and still 8 more years loom before him. . . 
a term he will not be able to survive." 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
Statement for delivery at the Coalit ion for a Oemocr,it' -: Majority 
Friends of Freedom Dinner (6/12n9). 

"Human Rights are threatened more and more not only by newest 

concepts of collectivized freedoms which annihilate the v!ry 

meaning of individuality, but also by doubtful lnd ever growing 

indifference of democracies to their own intrinsic values. I;or 

Ogurtsov reminds us of them, is suffering £or them - for all of us. 

He is the affirmation of this spirit. We cannot let him die." 

Pierre Emmanuel 
f rench Philosopher and Wr-ter 

"Our son fr dying. He has re~ched the limit of human strer:gth and 

will certainly not withstand the remaining 8 years, i( he is not 

helped immediately. If help and medical treatment will not cor.:e 

in time, we will loose our only son." 

E.M. Oerevenskova 
10gurtsov's Mother) 

Her appeal through Samizdat to the International Association of Physicians. . . 



SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH 
HUMAN RIGHTS LEADERS 

There has been much speculation in the press that my meeting 

with Mr. Gorbachev in Reykjavik will be primarily an arms 

control meeting. 

Let me assure you that our meeting cannot focus on peace, 

unless it also focuses on the issue of freedom and human 

rights. 

This meeting is not to sign agreements, but to prepare the 

way for a productive summit. A real improvement in the 

Soviet Union's human rights record is essential for such a 

summit. 

I will make it amply clear to Mr. Gorbachev that unless 

there is real Soviet movement on human rights, we will not 

have the kind of political atmosphere necessary to make 

lasting progress on other issues. 

And, there is much room for improvement. The list of issues 

is long; the persecution of Catholics, Orthodox, Christians 

and Jews, the painful issues of family reunification and 

emigration. 

Of course, sitting next to me is a man who is perhaps the 

leading expert on human rights. Mr. Orlov, perhaps you 

would like to say a few words to this distinguished group. 

// Orlov makes remarks// 

Now, I would like to open up the meeting to you. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

BRIEFING FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
Iceland, October 1986 

3:00 p.m. 

3:30 p.m. 

Cabinet Room, October 7, 1986 

Welcome -- Patrick Buchanan, Assistant to 
the President and Director of 
Communications 

Ambassador Richard Schifter, 
Assistant Secretary of State for 
Human Rights 

Remarks -- President 
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