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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 13, 1985 

Dear Rabbi Eckstein: 

Thank you for your recent note. I am 
sorry that we were unable to meet in 
late January. Let's try again soon. 

s Holladay 
-----illtt!�'Jf!!:�ate Director 

Office of Public Liaison 

Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein 
President 
The Holyland Fellowship of Christians and Jews 
36 s. Wabash Street 
Suite 626 
Chicago, IL 60603 
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The Holyland Fellowship of Christians and Jews 
36 South Wabash Street• Suite 626 • Chicago, Illinois 60603 • (312) 346-7693 

Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein 
President 

January 11, 1985 

Mr. Doug Holladay JAN ~." ~ 
White House L-

171 0E0B 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Holladay, 

I feel as if I know you already, considering the fact that so many people have 
spoken of you and suggested that we meet. You may recall that a few months 
ago I was in Washington where I had lunch with Doug Coe, Milt Richards and 
others and that you were supposed to attend but had an emergency at the White 
House. I was sorry we were not able to meet at the time. My friend, Bob 
Billings, whom r believe you also know, was another one who suggested that 
we ought to meet and that i f possible , you might arrange for me to meet with 
Faith Ryan Whittlesey as well. 

I am writing to you now as per my conversation with Mindy Aldridge, your 
secretary, to inform you that r will be in Washington from January 30-February 
6 where~ will be attending the Prayer Breakfast at the invitation of Doug and 
Milt, and later on will be giving a talk for this year's NRB convention. From 
what I gather, it may be difficult for us to meet at the Prayer Breakfast itself 
though I will look for you at the various seminars. Could you please give me a 
call upon your return so that we might set up a meeting during the course of my 
stay? Also, could we perhaps meet with Ms. Whittlesey as well? 

I have enclosed a small sampling of material to refresh your memory about me and 
our work in building Christian-Jewish relations. I look forward to speaking with 
you and meeting you soon. All the best. 

YE:mcm 
enc. 

Shalom, 

Eckstein, Rabbi 
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An in-depth view of the Holy Land from a Christian and Jewish perspective. You may not agree 
totally with all these expressions of concern. But we believe y~u will be challenged by them. 
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AJewish,Vi~w of the Land_:__Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein • Are the.Jews Truly·G~d's ChosenPeople?
Dr. Jerry F alwell • Current Events in the Holy Land and How Israel F its into Biblical Prophecy-Dr. 

,_ Pat Robertso n • How Christians Can Be Guilty of Anti-Semitism_.::_or: Burton Nelson, North Park 
Seminary • The.R~wards of Visiting The Land- Dr. David Gotaas, Columbia Bible College e What 
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_: · - Arab's View of Israel-Widad VanderHoeven, International Christian Embassy, Jerusalem • Can 
. Peace Come to· the Mideast?- Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, Lecturer-at-Large, World Vision Int'l. • What 
. Best-Se~ling Authors Say About the Mideast-A broad ranging feature highlighting top authors' 
. 'opinions on .subjects involving virtually all phases of the Mideast: past, present and future. 
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© National Jewish Resource Center, May 1984 

UNDERSTANDING EVANGELICALS: 
A GUIDE FOR THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

BY 

RABBI YECHIEL ECKSTEIN 
President, Holyland Fellowship of Christians and Jews 

Each of these publications are available at a cost of $3.00 or as a 
gift (upon request) with a contribution of $50 or more. 

THE 
LAND 

A Special Issue 
November 1984 

CHRISTIAN LIFE Magazine 

Rabbi Yechiel 
Dr. Pat Robertson Eckstein Dr. Jerry Falwell 

The Distingu·ished Editorial Panel 

An in-depth view of the Holy Land from a Christian and Jewish perspective. You may not agree 
totally with all these expressions of concern. But we believe you will be challenged by them. 
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Wbata .. e 
someMajo .. 

Sources 
of Conflict 
between 

hristians? 
e Lack of awareness. Christians are often not completely 
aware of their hi tory of contempt for Jews; Jews are generally 
aware on/_,. of that dimension of Christianity. 

e Insensitive language. "Old Testament" for "Hebrew Scrip
tures:• Some dictionaries define "Jew" as ' 'to cheat;' and "Pharisee" 
as "hypocrite'.' A pastor at whose church Rabbi Eckstein had spoken 
to enthusiastic response invited him back to speak at a "Crusade:• 

from 
What Christians 
Should Know About 
Jews and Judaism 

by Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein 
(Word Books) 

• Religious justification for Jewish suffering as a sign 
either of Jewish accursedness or special chosenness. Historically, 
this view has set up systems that led to the administering of such 
suffering , or to passivity in the face of it, as in the case of the Holo
caust. 

• "Christ killer" portrayals of Jews. Jews regard Jesus as a 
martyred Jew, killed by the Romans for political insurrection . The 
N. T. account of Jesus' death , to a Jew, is inaccurate because it con
flicts with the manner is which Jewish trials were conducted in 
Jesus' day and was written decades after the fact, at a time when it 
was expedient to exonerate Roman rulers. 

• Jewish views of a "Generic Christian!' Catholics, liberal 
Procestants , and Evangelicals are alike to most Jews, because they 
are perceived as sharing a Christian history of persecuting Jews. 
"The question of whether or not a true ideal Christianity exists apart 
from the way it has been practiced by its devotees for almost two 
millennia must be raised:' 

• Missionary activity directed at Jews. Christians may 
claim their love for Jews motivates their zeal to convert them. "Jews 
challenge those genuinely seeking to love Jews to express it in a 
manner Jews themselves desire, by preserving the integrity and sur
vival of the Jewish people " Groups such as --Jews for Jesus" are 
resented as fronts for evangelical trickery . A weekly TV show, "The 
Jewish Voice;· is actually a Christian missionary program. In Chi
cago , ads in Russian and Hebrew in Jewish neighborhoods invited 
Jc:wish immigrants to ··congregation Adat Hatikvah" for Jewish 
food and socializing. The sponsor was a proselytizing Christian 
group. 

HOW 1DDAY'S JEWS FEEL 
1DWARDS: 
Catholics-relations are ·'vigorous and favorable" since the 1965 
Vatican II statement repudiating the deicide charge and strongly 
condemning anti-Semitism. 

Mainline Protestants-though liberal white Protestants are the 
least anti-Semitic Christians on questions pertaining to Jews, they 
have also become the leading Christian antagonists of Israel. The 
long alliance between liberal Protestants and Jews on social justice 
matters has been threatened by the National Council of Churches' 
recent anti-Israel statement. . The shift among Jews to more con
servative positions lately and their primary concern for Israel has 
increasingly put them more in accord with conservative Christians. 

Evangelicals - leave Jews "confused and ambivalent :' Jews 
applaud the Moral Majority's pro-Israel views. Yet they believe that 
the evangelical right tend to be the most anti -Semitic Christians. 
Dialog between Jews and evangelicals has just begun in the last 
decade. Its overriding concern is that their central commissions 
clash: evangelicals exi t to proclaim the Christian gospel to all, 
including Jews; Jews see as their purpose to survive as Jews. The 
hope for relations , therefore, is in a sensitive give-and-take. To 
Jews, this means asking evangelicals to witness "through dialog, 
decently and courteously, by model, teaching and cooperation and 
without intentions to convert:' 

The book is available at local bookstores ($13.95) or as a gift with 
a contribution (tax deductible) of $100 or more. over 
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by Rabbi'Yechiel Eckstein 

Only when 
Fundamentalists make 
the supreme attempt 

to understand~.the 
indigenous Jewish 

experience and 
condition-that which 
has brought Jews joy 
and pain-can they 
ever hope to glean 

insight into the Jewish 
psyche; only then will 

they be able to 
develop a semblance 

of awareness of Jewish 
perception~ of them 
or "love" for them.,; 

T here is a Jewish story told of a 
young student who exclaimed to 
his Rabbi one day, "Rabbi, I love 

you dearly!" The Rabbi, who was both 
touched and amused by this outburst of 
emotion said, "Tell me, my son, where do 
~ hurt?." The bewildered student replied, 
Rabbi, I do not know what ails you but 

I love you nonetheless:' To this the Rabbi 
responded, "But how can you say you love 
me when you do not even know where 
I hurt; when you are not even aware of 
that which brings me joy or pain?" 

Jews are a people whose ethos has 
been indelibly imprinted by their collec
tive historical past. Their perceptions of 
Christian piety and Fundamentalism 
ha~e, likewise, been shaped in light of 
their 2,000-year encounter with those 
forces. In truth, only when Fundamental
ists make the supreme attempt to under
stand the indigen~ms Jewish experience 
and condition-that which has brought • 
Jews joy and pain-can they ever hope to ~ 
glean i~sight into the Jewish psyche; only 
then will they be able to develop a sem
blance of awareness of Jewish perceptions 
of them or "love" for them. 

By and large, American Jews are sus
picious of Fundamentalist Christians and 
leery about cooperating with them. Apart 
from their overall liberal orientation 
wh!ch p.lays a significant role in moldin~ 
their attitudes toward Fundamentalism of 
any kind, Jews have a keen memory and 
sense of history. Many still bear deep
rooted scars from.:prior Jewish encounters 
with Christian orthodoxy and Fundas 
mentalism. Their visceral reaction toward 
Christian Fundamentalists, seeking as 
t~ey do to convert them from their Jewish 
faith-frequently through overly aggres.sive, · 
offensive means-is nurtured in the mem
ory of the long and painful history of 
Christian triumphalism and of the many 
such prior attempts over the past 2,000 
years. Inquisitions, Crusades, pogroms, 
blood libels, ghettos, degradation, humilia
tion, intolerance, death, and martyrdom
these are some of the imaii:s conjured up 
in the minds of Jews, and some -of the 

r 

anguishing associations they frequently 
make when they consider those who seek 
to "win the world over for Jesus Christ:' 
Even the cross, which for Christians is a 
symbol of God's unbounding love for 
humanity, is for many Jews, a stark re
minder of their past suffering under its 
banner. Sadly, Fundamentalists are often 
totally unaware of these Jewish associations 
and sensitivities. Certainly Christian prose
lytizers (who tend to be Fundamentalists) 
are viewed as threatening the central Jew
ish commission today-to survive as a 
Jewish peoplehood-and as challenging 
the integrity of Jews and their ancestral 
faith . 

Decades of dialogue and social interac
tion between Jews and mainline Protestants 
and Catholics have helped to allay many 
of these anxieties and to dispel many of 
these stereotypes and associations. How
ever, Jews essentially still tend to perceive 
Fundamentalists against such a backdrop. 
These perceptions are reinforced in the 
Jewish mindset by Fundamentalists who, 
wittingly or unwittingly, make insensitive 
or intolerant remarks about Jews and 
Judaism or who, by their statements and 
policies, threaten the fou ndation of re
ligious pluralism in America and try to 
erode Jewish civil and religious liberties. 
Claims such as th9.se made by certain 
leading Fundamerl'calists, for example, 
that Christians should strive toward mak
ing America into a "Christian nation;' 
that God does not hear the prayers of a 
Jew, chat Jews control the media and the 
city of New York, or that Jews are an un
godly people concerned only with money 
and power, tend to confirm some of the 
deepest Jewish fears and suspicions. 

Jews generally believe that they can . 
have ._greater religious freedom, and can 
thrive better as individuals and as a com
munity, in open secular societies that are 
rooted in strong moral and religious un
derpinnings-but that do not dictate or 
legislate religion-than they can in "re
ligious" ones, whith they fear would 
sooner or later become exclusivist, sec
tarian, and "Christian" in nature. Jews to-

. day are preeminently aware that the forces 
of universalism, secularism, liberalism, 



and enlightenment-and the breakdown 
of "public religion" in Christian-dominated 
Europe, and the supplanting of religious 
rule with a secularist model-brought 
them emancipation and new religious, 
civic, and socio-economic opportunities in 
the Western world. However, many Jews 
feel these very same values are being com
promised and threatened by the Funda
mentalist community. 

Jewish perceptions of Fundamentalists 
are more complex than these brief com

" ments may suggesc For while much of 
their religious and political agenda may 
be anathema to a large segment of Jews, 
Fundamentalist positions on another 
issue of critical concern to Jews-Israel
tend to be extremely favorable. This 
phenomenon leads some Jews to embrace 
Fundamentalists, some to seek selective 
cooperation with them op the matter of 
Israel and on other issues of mutual con• 
ccrn, and still others to reject their offers 
of help and friendship in the belief that 
Fundamentalist support for Israel is part 
of a ploy to convert them and is con
tingent upon their eventual acceptance of 
Jesus Christ. 

Whether these are, indeed, Funda
mentalist motives, and whether Jewish 
ar,xieties are, in fact, warranted is, how
ever, onlv one aspect of the matter. Thar 
many, if not most, Jews tenJ co perceive 
Fundamentalists in this way is of great im
port. Only by sharing together in dialogue 
and mutual respect, and learning co un
derstand each other as we tru ly are, not 
as we are stereotyped to be, can either 
.:ommunity ever hope to develop accurate 
per..:eptions of the other and a genuine 
appreciation for each other's values and 
religious traditions. Only then can they 
come to genuinely know and perhaps 
even love each other, and in the midst of 
such a relationship find the one living 
God, Creator of all humanity. 

Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein is president of 
the Hol yland Fellowship of Christians and 
Jews, Chicago, Illinois, which seeks co build 
better Christian-Jewish relations and a 
united base of support for Israel. He is the 
author of the recently published What 
Chrlstians Should Know About 
Jews & Judaism (Word, Inc.). 
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• 



RAB YECBlfEt ~ • .., .. , .... ls a 
modem -Ortbodo J often 
has occupied Christian pulm ap
peared on major fundamen · tel
e · ion talk shows and doggedly 
charted a course over the rugged 
American interfaith terrain that has 
left him disappointed. at times but 
never daunted. 

At 33, the Chicago.based rabbi 
has emerged as a major American 
Jewish apostle to the Gentiles, a 
relentless proponent of closer coop
eration arid deeper understanding 
between the adherents of two of the 
world's major religious ~roups. 

When Rev. Bailey Srruth, former 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, declared that God does 
not hear Jewish prayers, Rabbi 
Eckstein invited Rev. Smith to ac
company him on a tour of sacred 
sites in Israel. 

Since then, the rabbi has 
preached in Rev. Smith's home 
church in Oklahoma, and the repen
tant Southern Baptist pastor has 
signed on as a board member of 
Rabbi Eckstein's new foundation, 
the Holyland ellowship of Chris
tians and Jews. 

THE NATIONAL organization, 
based in Chicago's Loop, is spon
soring a J?rayer breakfast-and rally 
Tuesday m the Union League Club 
here. The invitation-only event is 
called a "Morning of Christian and 
Jewish Solidarity with Israel." 

'fhe gathering will bring together 
an improbable mixture, including 
Msgr. John Egan of the Catholic 
Arcndiocese of Chicago; Rev. Rob
ert Schmidgall of Naperville's Cal
vary Assembly of God Temple; 
Charles H. Goodman, presi(lent of 
the Jewish Federation of Metropoli
tan Chicago; Israeli Consul General 
Emanuel Zippori; and, by video
tape, Rev. Jerry Falwell, the out
spoken political activist and 
evangelist from Lynchburg, Va. 

The keynote speaker will be Roh
ert Billings, a former adm1nisttator 
of the fundamentalist Hyles-Ander
son College near Hammond and a 
founder of Moral Majority Inc. Bil
lings is an appointee of the Reagan 
administration in the U.S. Depart
ment of Education. 

"We're trying to bring to a head 
Christian-Jewish relations in Chica
go, " said Rabbi Eckstein. "We 
want to move away frdJn ·business
as-usual and force people on both 
side to ask the.hard,. questions. Do 
Jews want to engage in dialogue 
with Christians? ~Are Christians 
willitl~ to -repudiate anti-Semi
tism?' • 

FOR A LO G• , i Eck• 
stein has centl'allYi volved in 
formal and informal .lewish-Cbris
tian encounters, · working for seven 
years in Chicago as tha natWJ)a 
codirector of interreligi a • 
for the Anti-Defamation T .,,,,.,,.,e of 
B'nlri B'rith. - ~ .. 

In that time. he instrumental 
in establishing Ji co ts with 
leaders of evan · cli l and fun
damentalist Chr tian groups, a 
conservative segment of American 
Christianity. Tlie alliances forged 
from that effort have stirred contro
versy in both religious communi
ties, but Rabbi Ecltstem contends 
that the possibilities for coo~ration 
outweigh painful past divis10 be
tween the two camps. 

For example, the· rabbi's recently 
published book, "What Christians 
Should Know About Jews and Juda
ism," was issued by Word Books, a 
major evangelical communications 
company in Waco, Tex. And the 
fundamentalist Christian affection 
for Israel, growing out of the impor
tance placed on the establishment 
of the Jewish state in the fUndamen
talist's interpretation of · biblical 
prophecy, appears to h ve in
creased in recent years, at i time 
when many mainline Christian 
figures are speaking out for greater 
attention to the Palestinian cause in 
the Middle East. 

The security and prosperity of 
Israel is a critical concern for most 
American Jews, and despite mis
givings over the ultimate theologi
cal intentions of fundamentalists, 
many have embraced these con
servative ChristiallS' as allies on 
that issue. 

"BY AND LARGE, American 
Jews are still suspicious of fun
damentalist Christians and leerr, 
about cooperating with them, ' 
Rabbi Eckstein aclQ1Qwledged. 

" any sUJl bear' deep-rooted 
scars from prior .'rewish encounters 
with Christian orthodoxy and fun
dame n tali un. lnquisitions, 
Crusades, pogroms, blood libels, 
~ettos, degradation, humiliation, 
intolerance, death and martyr
dom-these are some of the images 
conjured in the minds of Jews wlien 
they consider those who seek to 
'win the world for Jesus Christ.' " 

But< the- rabbi said that tlirougfi 
frank face-toaface exchanges, a 
fresh-understandin~ can be accom
plished, "Change JS po_ssible," he 
said. "There have beelrlmu'e bridg
es built between nd Chris-

... - ..... ~. ~. ... 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 4, 1984 

' 
tians_ in the last 2.o years tban the 
previous 2,000 years., 

'.'W,e don't want to homogenize the 
faiths. We want Christians to be 
better Christians and Jews to be 
better Jews, because if they are, we 
can perhaps respect and even love 
each other and in the midst of such 
a relationship, find the one living 
God. Creator of all humanity." 

over 



Siiii51?imes 
Chicago's 
'unorthodox' 
rabbi 
HE DREAMS OF UNDERST ANDtNG 
BETWEEN JEWS AND CHRISTIANS 

''One ef mr dauahten had a Then there are the sidelong 
friend ower hr the Sabbath glances from those· who Just don't 
wNkencl, and somehow we understand-or approve-what 
....... taldns alloUt a person he'• doina, One of th09e, he admits 
who'• net Jewilh. The friend with a wry-amile, i• hia father-in -

law, well-known American Jewitlh 
said, 'Oh, she's a Cora.' Mr Congress leader Henry Siegman. 
daushtor asked, 'What'• a "I'm not trying to homogenize 
se.a7' alld I said, 'II'• Ike a reli,iona," •~ the eighth-ren• 
ChrlstlM.' And theft tho other eration rabbi, the first of hia clan to 
chRd asucl, 'What's a Chris- be born in this countrl<. who call• 
tiaftT That w• IUCh a tellins himaelf the "black sheep" of hi• 
exchanp. I - ~ that Orthodox family. "I'a1 trying to 
wo pass alel,.; - W- ,-. engender a little understanding and 
oratiN e. s-·ratlell, --- respect between them. · 
U.- ....__ nan realblna: ft. w1 ,tarted out with a dream (of 
r111 ..,..., 'lan't ft ..... lo atartlng the felluwabip) and no 
stt111 8ftc1 oxainfno that?' " money," he recalls. "Even to me. it 

Yedliol EckstN! aometimea aeemed prep011terou1 to 
dream that we could bring Jewa 
and Christiana together in under-

By -Mary Gillespie 1tandina. In the case of fundamen -
taliata and evanrelicals, it was vir-y echiel Eckstein knowa he h/11 Jin territory, uncultivated rield. I 

developed • reputation for came to realize how large a body of 
being. . . well . . . different. the American population hadil 't 

"I think I've become sort of • been exposed 1,o any dialocue with 
ruriusitv, like 'Oh, here comes Eck- Jewr.-<>r, for that matter, t-0 Jew•." 
stein. what 's he up to now?'" ad- Eckatein'1 recently teleased 
mit• the handsome, 33-year-old boolr., What Chri.tian , Should 
Orthodox rabbi. ''What I'm doing js Know About Jew• ond Judoi•m, 
unique. and it is contrnversial." lighta I.he path (Oil 1L>Ch Christians 

What he's doing is religiOU! who may wonder, u Eebteln puta 
hridge-building. 11·, a pursuit he it, "what makes Jewa tick ." It i• II 

rel · practical treatise on Jewi•h culture, 
hopes will help tpan the igu,us beliefs and tradition• that is help-
and cultural cha.sm aeparating Jewa 
from Christian,-pecially evan- ful for all non-Jews-but especially 
~•lieal and fundamentalist Chris• 10 for fundamentalist and evangeli-
lian•. cal Christiana, wlu, typically have 

far leaa contact with Jews than 
This ioontb, Eckstein i• celebrat- Catholicl and main-line Protea-

ing the first anniversary of his Ho- tanta. 
lyland Fellowship of Christiana .and "Language, for instance. can be 
,Jews. Eueotially a one-man oper· totally different in the contest of and I aaid 110. Rt replied, 'Oh, you Eckstein baa become ...ti-known 
ation housed in a ,mall downtown one or another community.'' he es- could haw .i.wed them dowo to for hia ~m approach to Jew-
offu·t, the fellowship repreaenta his plains. "Several years a,o, after • 15'. Ith-Christian undemanding; he re• 
lifel-ODJ quest to chip away at what Bailey Smith (then leader of "There are 10 many· instance. 1pondt to cument events 1wirtly 
he believes are America'• outdated America'• Southern Baptist C-On- like that-quite often innocent and with action. 
and counterproductive reliJioua venti-00) -made hla much-publicized mlsundenwidinga baled on !goo- After Nation of lalam miniater 
barriers. It can be a rilky buaioeaa remark about God not bearing the ranct or millnformatioo," Eclcatein Louia Farrakhan made bla recent 
at times, he admita, both rmanciaJ. prayers of Jews, I convinced him aaya with a ailh, then a amile. 1cathin1 remarlca about Israel and 
ly and aocially.-He left a stable job and aome o( hia auociatea to join "That'• the llin,gle." the Jewiah relicion, for ~. 
with B'n&i B'rith's Anti-Defama- ua on a tour of Israel. For J,,.,,.• part. be adda, there'• Eckstein flew to Dallas and enlist-
tion League to launch the fellow- "At ODe point, I stopped in the plenty to learn about Chriltiana- ed the aupport of leaden of the 
,hip. and now is dependent on marketplace near Jeruulem. and eapecially tbo&e who believe they've 8-0uthern Baptist C-Onvention, the 
benefactor, . to fund it. (They've came out with a present for my been "born apln"-with whom nation'• larseat Protestant denomi• 
provided a heartening $85,000 th!. kids. One of the- Bapmt" travelioe they IIIUlt coeldat. nation. boasting about 1'.-6 million 
year. he reports.) with U1 uked me how mlK'h it cost . "Right here _in Cblcagoland we membera. 'Ibey -issued a statement, ;.-,-=""""""=,..,..--=:::---""1111111 have what la frequently called 'the which was carried in many newapa

Vat.ican of the evanaelical move- pers acrou the country, deplonns 
ment.' There are more than 30 Farrakhan and urJinl all Chris
mllior evanplical institutions hued tiana to aupport Israel. 
in or near Wheaton. Suclt savvy in handling the me-

"The image of them as 10me dia and swayinJ politicoe to public
kind of rednecks is juat not baaed ly auppon his cauae _ hat enabled 
in reality. The current president of Eclr.atein ~ put the Holyland Fel• 
the United States la an evanaelical lowehip on the national map within 
Chriathu;; the immediate patt a tingle year. Whtte did he acquir. 
preaideot la a Southern Baptiat tu"ch aplomb? 
evanplical. I'm not even talking He pauees, ponderiag the ques
about the adminl.a'tratiooa w1t)l tion. Then, he -en mnply, "I 
which tJw,y IUDOUnd themaelvea. . believe it1 what l d-0.. Ttu,t'1 all lt's 

"Jewa am. ao lon1er afl'ord the like 1e&, J gueu-if you UM all the 
luswy al having ao contact with or boob and make ie- mechanical. you 
undentandlnt of the estimated 50 l111e .all the panion. Everyone must 
milli-On peop1' In thla country who be passionate about aometbing. 
c;all tbemlelwt evans,ticala... be What good ia work. or life, if there 
idda. "lt'• not enou,h' for a Jew to -ii 110 pualon?" 
aay, 'A goy ia •...,-•-Of tor. a DOD!;. . Despite lon, workdua· and eYer
Jew to say- that • .,_. lite l.niular;.' bea~er W9'ldolids, -Ecuteln is\ as 
I.Mi! won't clump.' 'ffidli'Wbo.do· ---i11nate about makifll time 1fol' 
ar~ &vine d.mr,,foualy i,ild,e pllls\. .. ' l\is' ramUy-wife S..nni• ~nd 

da111hters Tamar, 7, Talia, 4, and 
2-month-old Yael- he ia about 
his many other personal and pro
r.,ional pursuits. For the fo,_.. 
ble future, be -,ya, hia work ia here. 
Hi, once-fond dream ol movinJ to 
Itrael will have to wait. 

There are other dreams, too, 
waitinc in the wings. 

"There wu a time when I 
dreamed about being a aenator. 
Thell I realized bow many compro · 
mises politic:iana• are forced to 
make. But I'm 1till young ... " 

Meanwhile, beeidea running the 
fell-OW&hip, Ecbtaln · eerves u chief 
rabbi at Micbi,an Ave.'• Park Syn
agogue. He is on the faculty of 
Northern Baptiat Theolosical 
Seminary in Lombard and the Chi
cago Theological Semi:-ary. He 
aervea on the American Ref111ee 
C-Ommlttee, which provides medical 
aid to displaced Thaia and Cambt>· 
dians. A former cantor, he alao i'., 
an accomplished guitariat who er, 
tutained Israeli troops durinl the 
1973 war. Ha bas recorded lour 
albwm of Itraeli-Haaldic muaic. 

B it'• the fellowahip-«nd thr 
vision behind it.--that ia -hla true 
love. .· 

"I dream, I pray, that I day will 
come when I can be ·~ ot tbe 
mechanical t.hinp-the fund-ral, 
ing, the office work.;-and just be 
able to punue the vl.ioa. Tl~ best 
'aiid 'ttuest work ia ~. following that 
Vlllion.'' . 




