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National Conference on Soviet Jevvry 

REFUSENIK UPDATE 

KGB TO LUDMILLA 
VOLVOVSKY: WATCH 
YOUR STEP 

REFUSENIK WRITES 
HEBREW TEXTBOOK 

"MAY I SEE MY 
MOTHER AND 
DAUGHTER PLEASE" 

LEV SUD and YEVGENY GUREVICH (Moscow) were arrested July 14 
on their way back from an international telephone call, detained for 
three hours at a police station, and searched. ...INNA BEGUN (Moscow) 
thanks all those who celebrated IOSIF's birthday. Although she has 
not been receiving mail she did listen to the "Voice of Israel" and other 
radio stations, which described the celebrations in honor of losif. 
... ALEKSANDR YAKIR has returned to Moscow after completing a 
two year sentence for "evading conscription." ... Among those who 
participated in a recent science seminar at the Moscow home of IGOR 
USPENSKY were: EVGENY BERNSHTEIN, BORIS KONNIKOV, Y AKOV 
ZAKUTA, IOSIF ZARETSKY, VALERY ABRAMOVICH and his wife 
ALLA. . .. ALEKSANDR KHOLMlANSKY was married in Moscow July 
13. ...EVGENY FINKELBERG (Moscow) has been granted perm1ss1on 
to leave. . .• SIMON SHNIRMAN (Kishinev), having served terms for 
"evading conscription" is harassed by the police to the point of cruelty. 
"They frighten the life out of us by knocking on the door late at night 
to make sure he's home," said Simon's wife, ELIZA VETA. "And they 
taunt him on the street, trying to provoke him so they can charge him 
again." 

GORKI -- LUDMILLA VOLVOVSKY's vigorous campaigning for the 
release of her husband LEONID (NEWSBREAK, March 26) from a 
three-year sentence in an Eastern Siberian labor camp has gotten under 
the KGB's skin. The 41-year-old ex-computer scientist was officially 
warned that unless she found a job in 30 days she would be prosecuted 
as a "parasite." Four different employers accepted her for work but 
in each case as soon as the formalities were concluded she was 
mysteriously fired. She has appealed to the committee in charge of 
employment arrangements but has not received an answer. 

LENINGRAD -- LEONID ZELIGER, a 37 year-old refusenik, has written 
a 671-page Hebrew textbook that scholars are calling "an excellent 
and fundamental text which has been lacking in the Russian language." 
The manuscript, which was recently published in Israel, was brought 
there from the Soviet Union. 

KISHINEV -- After 10 years of hearing that his "security classification 
is still valid," ARON MUNBLIT, a 39-year-old engineer, wrote directly 
to Secretary Gorbachev with a special plea to see his mother, Raisa 
Gorenshtein, and his 12-year-old daughter, Lea, who left the Soviet 
Union with her own mother in I 980. 

Aron asked to be allowed to see them "anywhere the authorities 
approve, East or West." He received a one-line answer: "Your security 
classification is still valid." 

In a second letter, Aron pointed out that he merely wished to 
meet with his close kin. He was invited to the OVIR office here and 
was again told, "Your security classification is still valid." What was 
the reason for Aron's security classification? He served in the army 
as a private -- 14 years ago. 

CORRECTION: NEWSBREAK, July 15, reported that MARGARITA 
and BORIS YELKIN and EVGENY LEIN were prevented by police from 
entering the American consulate in Leningrad to celebrate U.S. 
Independence Day. The three refuseniks actually got into the consulate 
and were harassed by the police as they left. 
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ON SOVIEf JEWRY~ 

REFUSENIK APPEALS 
TO NANCY REAGAN 

POC WIVES ASK 
FOR REVERSAL 
OF MAGARIK'S 
SENTENCE 

SCHA RA NSK Y: 
SOVIETS BROKE 
PROMISE! 

JULY 29 I 1986 
NB 13-86 

MOSCOW -- Desperate to break the invisible bonds which have kept 
her family from emigrating since 1979, NAINA KVAR TIN dictated a 
letter by telephone to Mrs. Nancy Reagan on July 1 I, pleading for the 
American people "to help us raise our children in freedom and Jewish." 

Naina and her husband David, both 30, are Orthodox Jews. A 
former engineer, Naina is a refusenik Hebrew teacher, while David, 
a former computer engineer, has taken a menial job in order to avoid 
working on Saturdays. Although neither has ever been involved in 
classified work, they were originally refused on the alleged grounds 
of "secrecy." Then in 1982, despite dropping the "secrecy" classification 
against them, the KGB told Naina, "We can't forbid you to apply to 
emigrate, but we certainly will not let you out." 

"The reason declared to us is almost absurd," Naina wrote Mrs. 
Reagan. "The invitation from Israel sent to us is from my uncle. But 
the opinion of an anonymous politician is that this relative is not close 
enough. I just cannot comprehend the political situation which seals 
our fate." 

TBILISI -- Four wives of POCs and two ex-prisoners were among the 
28 signatories to a letter of protest to the Procurator of the Georgian 
SSR, asking to have ALEKSEY MAGARIK's sentence quashed. INNA 
BEGUN, TANYA EDELSHTEIN, LUDMILLA VOLVOVSKY, TATIANA 
ZUNSHAIN, BORIS CHERNOBILSKY and VLADIMIR KISLIK wrote, 
"We are convinced that Magarik has had nothing whatsoever to do with 
drugs. The whole course of the trial demonstrated this in an unequivocal 
manner." 

Soviet authorities are not unmindful of the effect of Aleksey's 
sentence on the refusenik community and in the West. Trud, the national 
trade union paper, denied "Western" claims that Aleksey had been victi
mized for teaching Hebrew, insisting in the July 8 edition that he was 
a "common criminal." Zaria Vostoks, the Georgian daily, also reported 
the case. That such a minor case (for Soviet authorities) should be 
given national coverage has confirmed the belief of many refusneiks 
that Aleksey's arrest, the court proceedings, and the verdict were all 
political. 

JERUSALEM -- NATAN SCHARANSKY has disclosed that the Soviets 
promised in writing to grant exit visas to his mother, IDA MILGROM, 
his brother, LEONID, Leonid's wife, IRAIDA, and their children. The 
formal promise was made when he was freed last February. "They could 
play games with me," Natan said. "I had many years ahead of me. 
But my mother is 77. She has suffered very much, and now every month 
is important. Nobody can say how much longer she has." 

There were signs that Soviet authorities were denying exit visas 
to Ida and Leonid because of Natan's public support for IOSIF BEGUN 
and other Prisoners of Zion. But Natan has made it clear that he will 
not diminish his activities on behalf of Soviet Jewry. 
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. :~ Rab hi~ · :Rl1s-sians. lack'"·l:nf.o ·_ . 
~bout ·pea:ce n·l!gotia~io;ns 

t:-. ;· 

By .BETSY LILEY 
.·: \, • ·"' ..... --°' • Edlt0r1n::Chief· .. 

: R.ef1J1inik itrffia =M:cOlella,n did not ;kno'\V atiything 
about the meeting·'between Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorba'cbev and President Reagan·when the·Coni~ 
nrittee.onHumanRightsin·theSovietUnionmade 
~J;efoJ)hone ca1l to her Sunda5,.ac.cordingto:Rabbi 
GedaJyah Engel.. . - · . . . 

. --' · . Engel' said Sund_ay • . "'!;his 'WO.!lld iildicate . t'ha:t 
tbey are not giving their ,pe'ap1e,infQt-mation about 
the.peace process.•• . · . ·' 

Irina, whO has not been atfowedto'leave the So
-viel U~iop 1ojo:m ber husband-Woodford.McClel-
1an .in V~rginia since .the couple was m~n\ed in. 
l97,4 , -said. Sunday from>~fosco.w., ~I'h1ytgs .are 

· difficµlt ( ln1i hesitated.in,gq:in_ganyfurther.. 
"We've never :heard Iiina·,-sound:so ·discouraged 

ordespondelrt.actually,"-heisai~ · . ·. 
Engel said ;a, letter- addressed ta .Gorbachev and 

rea9 ny !I 1 ::year -olcl "Reah w;asb.1'Urh -was b~ocked 
'by the-'Sowietgovenime11t.. ~p1e~e;t;t~ talke~ .abo.µ,t 
. fh.e :separation ~etween Hin;a ~a.ilie('husband :for 
.as many y,ears.as~Reah;Ilasbyeri ;itive. . . . . . : 

T.lie QOIDmittee joined W-bodfoid and Sen. Dafr ·: 
-Quayle," ".R~d., m'·a ·co.Iiference' ccill to :Moscqw . . 
The gi;:oU._p swkefornJmuj- 1'.5-:µaj:n.htes,-Eitg~fsaid. 
Guayle;~c¢epte<t5 ,0PO-Sign~tures .the-conirrii1~e 

.h!ld collected .during,the last:w.eek-u_nqe.r: the. mu~l. 
Engel said the gr:oup ·owed the l)ieitilfors 'Of.:?\,lpha 
-phi Omega-:service .fraieihit .. ~(;a foifor'."'marining,tlie 
:tables"undert1iemura1'.in'Stewaii Cen.tei': '· . · · ·· 

Engel· said J -6 families are;J,emg he.Id as ;political 
prison¢t:s, .o:tifefusmics; if . fl.ie~QvletUniOn. Mong 
·wi1n ~he M.c0le11ans., tlie '.focal . committee ... Als0 - · 

_ -Sj)onsors twa.other..fa:milies: . ,_ "' : 
~A petit101j-·signed "by the American .spou.Se~ of : 

those :being 'held in-the U .~:S.R. J.s being· c'iiculated 
arouri,d .the .'U.'S. :Sena~e.anllH-Ouse. :Engel 'said ·with 
t1ie sumlnitili>i>Toliehihg, the grof4> is hqp'.efill fhe 
-refusnik families may _ge.t out. Piesident Reagan's. 
comments' -cii{ the treatment of Soviet ·citizens ·is 

1 a1soagood sigii. - ' · . .{ 

: ................ ~"' ....... . ~---.. " ...... .. ............... ,. • ~~fti.~oaf.ft.~:li:i .. ·~~~1...4'-"T!f'i.'O~"'< 
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National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Chairman 

Morris B. Abrom 

Executive Director 
Jerry Goodmon 

Washington Representative 
William D. Keyserllng 

C 0 N F I D E N T I A L 

10:30 am 
Friday April ll , 1986 

TO: 

FRUvl: 

RE: 

Mr . Max Green 
Special Assistant to the President 

William Keyserling 
Director , NCSJ Washington 

The enclosed men-o 

At the request of Morris 8. Abram, Chainnan of the National Conference on 
Soviet Jewry, and in cooperation with Ken Bialkin, Gilbert Glazer (from Los 
Angeles ) met with Ambassador I:bbrynin before the Ambassador left Washington to 
return to Moscow. 

I am enclosing , for your infonnation, the confidential notes from the 
Glazer-I:bbrynin meeting . 

Mr . Abram tells me that Mr . Glazer will deliver an appropriate letter to Mr. 
I:bbrynin , based on these notes , before the Ambassador leaves for the Soviet Union 
today . 

When Mr . Abram has a copy ot -Mr . Glazer ' s letter, he will share it with you . 

Please feel free to contact Mr . Abram at (212) 644-8654 or me (202) 265-8114 
should you have any questions . 

We will keep you posted on any rlevelorrnents . 

CC: Mr . D:mald Regan 
Admiral John Poindexter 
Ambassador Rozanne Ridgway 
Ambassador Jack Matlock 
Mr . Mark Palmer 

A coalition of forty four major national organizations and nearly three hundred local community councils and federations 

Notional Office: 10 Eost 40th Street. Suite 907, New Yorli, N.Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122/Cable Address: AMCONSOV, N.Y. •Telex: 237311 NCSJ 
Washington Office: 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W .. Washington, D.C. 20036 • (202) 265-8114 
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October 1"5, 1985 

Dear Mr . Stembridge: 

Thank you for your request which has been forwarded to me by 
Aqnes Waldron . 

We appreciate your lettinq us know of your intere.st in having 
the President meet with you to brief hint on ycf.u.4 aission . 
Unfortunately, I reqret to write that his schedule is so heavy 
that he will be unable to honor your request . However , he tiSked 
me to convey to you his appreciation for your kindness in 
writing . 

With best wishes , 

Mr. John Stembr1d4)e 
~ohn Stembridge Ministries 
545 Northeast 125-th Street 
North Miami, FL 33161 

FJRL~-
cc: t"'1~~~~; Wald~;~ -~yi 

-

Sincerely, 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR . 
Diraetor, Presidential 
Appointment& and &chedulinq 



Community 
\. asks release 
of 3 ·ref usniks 
By John Norberg 
Journal and Courier 

\ 

Petitions urging the release of 
three refusniks from the Soviet 
Union will · collected Sunday for 
presentation to U.S. officials . 
. The West Lafayette-based 

Committee On Human Rights In 
The Soviet Union is sponsoring a 
Human Rights Week, asking 
people to sign petitions for the 
release of Irina McClellan, Alex
ander Ioffi and Vladimir Prestin 
from Russia. 

{· 

The petitions eventually will be 
presented to the Soviet Embassy · 
in Washington, D.C. · 

The official clo.5ing of the Hu
man Rights Week will be Sunday 
at the B'nai B'rith Hillel Founda

. tion, 912 W. State St., West La
fayette. 

The noon meeting will feature a 
telephone call to McClellan. Join
ing in the conversation will be her 
husband, from his home in Vir
ginia, and U.S. Sen. Dan Quayle, 
R-Ind., from his home in Wash
ington, D.C. 

Beth Winebrenner, the chair· 
man of the committee, said all 
three refusnik families sounded 
depressed in phone calls last 
Sunda)I. . 

Soviet Premier Mikhail Gor
bachev "t.as been saying that all 
who Want to leave can do so," she 
said. "We hope to remind Gor
bachev that in the interest of 
world peace he should allow our 
three families to be reunited with 
their loved ones." 

Among tho.5e who plan to attend 
the meeting Sunday is . Leah 
Washurn, 11, of West Lafayette. 
Gorbachev's office has acknow
ledged receiving a letter from 
Leah, but he has not responded to 
it. 

In the letter, Leah said Irina 
McClellan and her husband have By Gres Jemon 
"been separated for 11 years, as ,LONG PETITION: Professor Louis Balazs, Paul Shireman from 
long as I have · been' alive. It Sl Thomas Aquinas Center, the Rev. Charles E. Hackett from 
makes me sad to think about the 
loneliness they must feel. 1 know First Assembly of God Church, and Rabbi Gedalyah Engel 
·that if you knew about .this, you from Hillel Foundation, (left to right) held th'9 25·foot petition 
wouldn't let something terrible circulated at First Assembly asking the Soviel Union to 
like 1his happen in your country." release three refusnllts. · 

,. .. "" . 



J 
HAVE RYS 

RECEIVED SPECIAL 
TREATMENT 

INTHE 
SOVIET UNION. 

YURITARNOPOLSKY
Arrested March 15, 1983 (or 
"deCamation o( the Soviet 11C.ate 
and social sy!item" and sen
tenced to 3 yean In a labor 
camp. 

ANATOLYSHCHARANSKY
Arrested Mai-ch 15, urn for 
.. treason" and "espionage'' and 
sentenced to 13 years, 3 years 
imprisonment followed by 10 

' years special regime labor 
camp. 

ALEKSANDR 
KHOLMJANSKY-Arrested on 
July 25, 1984 for"hooliganism," 
then sentenced to l ~ yean o( 
imprisonment for "illegal 
possession of arms." 

fOSIF BEGUN- Arrested 
March 3, 1977 for "parasitism" 
sentenced to 2 years internal 
exile, on May 17, 1978 for ••inter
nal passport violations': sent
e nced to 3 years internal exile, 
on NoYember 6, 1982 for "anli· 
Soviet agitation and propa· 
gand.a': sentenced to 12 years ;7 
imprisonment.5 internal exile. 

ZAKHAR ZUNSHAIN
Arrested March 4, 1984 for 
"hooliganism" and "anti-SOviet 
agitaUon and propaganda." 
Sentenced to 3 years 
imprisonment. 

IOSIFBERENSHTEIN
Arrest.ed November 14, 1984 
for .. violently resisting the 
authorities" and sentenced to 
4 years in a labor camp. 

ROALD ZELICHONOK
Arrested June ll, 1985 Cor 
"defamation of the Soviet 

ALEKSANDR YAKIR
Arrested June 14, 1984 for 
"draft evasion," and sentenced 
to 2 years imprisonment. 

YAKOV LEVIN- Arrested NADEZHDA FRADKOVA- SIMON SHNIRMAN
Arrested January 12, 1983 for 
"draft evasion," and sentenced 
to 3 years in a labor camp. 

YULI EDELSHTEIN
Arresied September 4, 1984 Augilst 10, 1984 for" def a ma· Arrested November, 1984 for 

lion of Soviet statf,"and sen· "parasitism" and sentenced to ~;!t~ ~::e..:~:;~:~:.~-=L state i' and sentenced lo 3 years 
in a labor camp. 

tenced to 3 yeari imprisonment. 2 years imprisonment. 

Historically, there's always been a place for Jews in the 
Soviet Union. In prisons, labor camps and exile. 

Today, despite great changes in the Soviet Government, 
very little has changed for the Soviet Jew. 

Jewish homes are routinely ransacked by Soviet 
Authorities. Jews are sent to prison on trumped-up charges. 
And while emigration has dwindled to a trickle, many of 
those still bold enough to apply for exit visas are arrested by 
the KGB and ship~d off to labor camps. 

Despite international agreements freely entered into 
by the Soviets. which guarantee basic human rights, 

the rights of Jews in the Soviet Union are frequently and 
flagrantly violated. 

Are we to believe the current Soviet regime is com
mitted to world peace when it shows such blatant disregard 
for human rights? 

Today, as President Reagan meets with Soviet Foreign 
Minister Shevardnadze, we call on the Soviet Union to honour 
its pledge to end the persecution of two and a half million 
Soviet Jews. 

If the Soviet Union wants credibility at the bargaining 
table, let them earn it. 

• Former1y the Greater New York Conference on Soviet Jewry 

Preservation Copy 



The Purd~e1Exponent e ·MONDA v; 0GT00ER14,'19as e PAGE 3 

Comm;ittee petitions for fre~doni ofBusSiatl~ fl,efusn:ikS 
'jlf' By SUSAN MIRDA . ',, sion to leave ~ince 1974.. Her on1i:·;t·; B~th Winebrenner, chairp~rsori ·of 
1 r; . '.\ . \ · S~affWriter . ,,::; ,. ', .contact witbher husband Woodfqr.~Y..i'.ihe· ·co~~ee, says shoriruneffects 
\~~:-! 11 · . The Co~mIUe~ on Human ~ghts··. McC.lellan, a ~r?f~ssor. at the Um::f<f3'ft'!te.;petltlons wtllbe to protect ~he 

. (~- -) "'·'~ '~llJ . , m .the Soviet _Union has :d.esign_ ~!¢d ·.- :versity of Virg1.nia, sm_ce August -.; Ia,rtul1es;. L~ngrun .effects <:otdd in-
.. _ ~~- · ~~ %~ ~~ Fnday,·Oct. ·l I ; ~hroughfriday, ;Qct .1974 ~as ~een -':>~ t~e phone. Th~ · .CJud~ exit y1~as ~hen relanons be;t-
4~. - ,,.. . :1 

./. (. · ~8 asHum~n Rights W~~k, '.~cq~rd.:. commtt~ee 1s petltionmg on ~he fyfo- . >~een co~ntnes _1mpt:ove. People m 1.,~_~ . .·· · JJJ
1 
.. .... 1ng to Rabb1Gedalyall_E_n_g_.~t_·_-~:P_.o_!c ___ e.., Cle.Uan' s_be .. halff~r.t.he IOt~tJ.me.- ._ --~"'. -~.:~!le_ pubhc __ ,eye.w1ll :be.·a. mong ~he:flrst 

I_\:..__'--._ _ J . ·< sman..f?r:~he group. ·· .·· .. :)~'$$,;~_'.''.'., · , T~o~ote f~m1!ies wer~ added !o,. ":~~r1:peinuss10nt0Jeave.. . 
. _· .N\A'. 1_ 11,-f : ~· •• __ ···. ·. ,. _ . Petitlons:fo. ~r_ .. th.efre.~dom·:Gf_ .. _~'!li_· i:e_e•: th_el!_e_t.1t1on. dii_ ._ve_ m_ l~78. Ale __ ~a.nd--:~ ___ ·~_.·, ~;e1s~_ J?-be . . r·;·g.er .a.nd, _W:1!1ebtenp..·et . 

. · . : : •. ! ' · .· ti .,\.,, ,_· ... ·.· irefusmlc fam1hes from "fhe">So1V1et eriofli;· a-mathell}at1c1an, who1s .ag~; . . lpave'-Y'1Sitedtl1efamrliesm.theSo-

~~ {l tJ._:_ · · · -' ~ · ' • .,, .. , · ~. ·.. . .. . _ . · . . ~,. . Uni. c>n :wiU'·be. -_. d _!.Cu·ll .. a. ted t.liF.0,11.: kb_ ... :o_-:u: __ i ____ ·_._.gra.:Ya.ted t .?· see. n ... _is ... s~~:re~_·e. c_. te(i .. t.i ro. iµ·r __ ._._:_,:'y_·,_ 'iet .. u_ .. n_ ion and. w_ .. . ·eis~'ol_ ber:ger_ s .. ays;he . · · :\ . .:ti:·C~. . ·. : . ~ : :the greater <Lafayetle ;are.a;d~g;~~e ' ' !11-ll.JOT .~ov1~t:t.1U1Yer:s1ties be~usebe , ;;-: 'J';e}iev~s ;that ,committee effqrts do 
~it~U'f~ ~V'f\.;.ei,.;~ · · ... _. . next wee~·.he:·says.· ,: ·_·: ;~-~;is ... : : rs._Je~s~._ :,WJadimir Prest1n, .wti~,i..~~ake .a4lfTerenc~ ;to:itheseJP~9ple,, · 

__.. . ~.t"•\_- "_)I_ , __ .-~. · ·. · f ~-- '~~· ,_ F;ngel, ,:ai~o~:dlr-ecto(,~f:jt~~IeU. 9~1:t .hi.s:,i~}> :as,;a ,comp~ter- engin~w.:::f';;;,~~".~he:pre.sentat-rot:t of ;petit10~ .on,. * · · . F,o,un~ti:on~ says the ix:t1t!~~~ .• willx . ur ,~·9.6:S ·~n:d. 'Jias consistently pee.~~~~~ll'~Y ~ll_cbe.;followed •by .disc.us-;_ 
·~-·presented to congress1ona1;:repte~ . deme4_ -:visa!! because: the. govem- ;c·;0 ~1ons .on .Star Wars,. At:ms ·(:onti:ol, . 
:sentafov.es -on ;Sundcty,.'at cthe~-iB'nai: · ril¢nt fe~rslle. w,~ll1gi-v.eaway secrets,• · ;. ·' ~d H.um!Pl Rights, according t o 
B'rith ·.· .RilJ.el ]Foundation;' '.~\U'. ·"W:t . . En,g¢1'~~ys t}ie three families :areI:;'.~;,i£i\geL The :Helinslcy :Acc.cu:d :w'hic~ 

) :State'St=: ··· .. ; ·: .· '"' .. -.,,:f,,..,/< · waitingtqJ>(reunited -wiih, loveq1?~was"s\gned '.b_y the"U:S:S'.R:.\in .t9:7'5 . 
;.· . ![he ;comini'tte.e ''has' ~irie<f'-i-o "ticl.p·.. ones inll;sr,aeland .Ameiica;, {. :- . '2 ~,i~ e~iiana ·:guaraniees \familo/ '-ic~unification''
t~ese families J~ave 'the:'U .s:S~:R. :r or:c; :: Fathiil .:Rkhard Weisen~rger ':o:f::~~ltl:a1~o ¥ :discussedi ~ · .~ , : . · · •• ' •. 
more ihan .. Aa ~years, .Engel 7sa'# ;the· . St. Thoina.s.Aquinas Center., -5~~'5 W.L ~ ;J>etitioiis :inay be'sig.ied under t he 

· refllsnil{s.hav~ lbeen :denl.eii ."isas,()Ji>. ·state St., says the committee nope~( · ;·mural i n Stew.art ·•Center Monday . 
) he _grolifrd{fh~t 'they 'ktiow.;5$\i~ :se-, an<i_ "be1i.eves ·the ·petitions will pro~ ·_"through 'Frioa:Y .froni '9:30 _a.Jll. :to 
crets~ , · 'j'; / tect the 'fa111i lies by: drawing ·atteri·t ..- :s.:36 :;p.m.~ - :Engel's~ys 'j>etitfons .are · 

Engel' says tbe refusniks iric1Ude:. tiO:n to _ 1hem . . '.The ·soviet govern:.~." ~also .aivailable 5al -'houses ;of:worship· : 
Irina 'McClellan and her daughter: ,_j ·nient canno.t ~hurt the!Jl ·mtti_oul ~< ·~nd rel i;gio:us _foundations · .aro~d . 
Le 'h h · · b. · f " '' ,.. · .. · " d ·, .r ,,;' ll':..~alf.oV["IJ; '-~';l.,,.~v.}l ·,\';;;r,.~;1-,,Jf,;'~IL<·(,.j,~,.;>\ ~¥ .. .. ...... . ... ,.,., ~- -~ .:.· ~/ ,,;,'..·. - ... '" ,: .. , ,,. ,. _ _ J~~~'!Y. 9~ ~a._:v,e_~~~e,~J~!}~~Q.~Jl!\1Jt,..,.:~$,l!,01Il;;C . '" .;~,t1.,~,,,~~l£.~J:..~"~~!~"!.S~L~~~&.';i,,'1r;l'.li(_\1&'/,,1..s .~ .. , ..... ~;,'. 

. ' . -~··. '.--~ -; ·• . . ~ . 

~.t:(r>i;_" 
f . 

·i 

.,·~ 

Preservation Copy 



· Joumal and Courier, Monday, October 21. ·19e5 
m••·· -~- ~ . - -. -- -- ---~--- ~-~~ 

• • ,., ... t· .•""' 

': ~< ,~----."f;;; 

THE McCLELLANS: Woodford and Irina have been separated 
since 1974. 

Refusnik-tells callers 
• < • . . 

summit~s news :tc» ·her 
By Dean Olsen 
Journal and Couner 

A woman repeatedly denied 
permission to leaving the Soviet 
Union indicated to a group in 
West Lafayette Sunday that she 
didn't know much about Pfesi.. 
dent Reagan's Novembe1· Slllilmit 
with Soviet leader Mikhail Gor· 
bachev. 

A rabbi working with others to 
reunite Irina McClellan with her 
husband in the United States said 
McClellan's telephone conversa
tion indicates that most Soviet 
citizens know little or nothing 
about the summit . . , 

"I'm delighted she had the guts 
to say it," Rabbi Gedalyah Engel 
said. He is a spokesman for the 
West Lafayette-based Committee 
on Human Rights in the Soviet 
Union. 

Engel and about 15 people 
. gathering at the B'nai B'rith 

Hillel Foundation took part in a 
conference call tietween 
McClellan, a . Soviet refusnik liv
ing in Moscow; her. husband, 
Woodford McCle~n. a professor 
at the University of Virginia; and 
~n. Dan Quayle, R·lnd. 

The pthering culminated Hu
man Rights Week, during which 
4,500 signatures were collected in 
Greater Lafayette asking Gor· 
bachev for the release of 
McClellan and two other refusnik 
families. . . 

"We are eXtremeJy conceriied 
about your condition," Quayle 
told McClellan. "The sun will 
shine someday. It may not be 
shin~ today, but it will shine 

soQuay~" told McCtellan that 
---·· '""'"'lllr,.~ in Washinsrton 

-are concerned aboUt the plight or 
refusniks and that Reagan will 
discuss human ·rights with Gor
bachev when the two meet in 
Geneva. · -

McClellan then asked Quayle, 
"When is the summit meeting?" 

It will be Nov. 19 and 20. 
Engel said Reagan should de

mand that information about the 
summit be shared with the Soviet 
people. He and Quayle said the 
meeting apparently isn't being 
publicized in Soviet Union. 

McClellan, who Engel said is in 
her mid-40s and doesn't have a 
steady job, bas been separated 
from her husband since Augu.s·t 
1974. When Woodford McClellan 
left the country, he was told Irina 
would be allowed to follow. 

Since then, he bas not been al· 
lowed back in the Soviet Union; 
Irina and her daughter, Lena, in 
her mid-20s, have not been al· 
lowedoul 

When asked about her treat· 
ment in the Soviet Union, 
McClellan said, ''There are a lot 
or problems. I'm doing my best to 
survive. 

"There is no news at all. 
Everything ts as usual." 

· Engel said McClellan was ten. 
tative in speaking because she 
knew that the COnVersation prob
ably was being monitored by 
Soviet authorities. 

Engel said the committee on 
human rights bas been pushing · 
for McClellan's release since 
um. The group has worked for 
the release of Alexander Ioffi and 
Vladimir Prestin and their fami. 
lies since 1979. · 

The petition signatures will be 
given to U.S. Rep. John Myers, 
R-Ind., and then forwarded to the 
~Pt tTnfnn_ 
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Token Emigration 
Obscures Continuing 
Harassment/ Arrests 

In spite of a number of well-known 
refuseniks having received exit visas 
during the past few months, there is no 
indication of any improvement In the 
situation of those refuseniks and POC's 
who remain in the USSR. Emigration 
numbers remain low, and harassment 
and arrests continue with no sign of 
abatement 

The first of the three arrests since the 
Summit was based on charges of anti
Soviet slander. Vladimir Lifshitz, a well
known Leningrad refusenik, had his in
ternational letters Intercepted and con
fiscated and used as evidence against 
him at his trial. Found guilty by the court, 
he has begun to serve a three-year sent
ence. Lifshitz' arrest follows months of 
threats and harassment, and in many 
ways parallels the arrest of fellow Lenin
grad refusenik, Alec Zelichenok last 
June. In both cases, the charges were 
clearly meant to intimidate Soviet Jews 
who engage in international correspon
dence, and both cases unequivocally 
exposed the Soviet authorities' violation 
of international postal agreements. 

For the two refuseniks arrested sub
sequently, it appears that they were tar

( Continued on page 3) 

INFORMATION FROM THE 
UNION OF COUNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS 

1411 KStreet, NW 
Suite 402 

Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 393-4117 

The Union of Councils for Soviet Jews is a Washingr:on-based, independent organization dedicated to the 
freedom of emigration and human rights tor all Soviet Jews. 

April 30. 1986 

U.S. Ambassador to Israel Thomas R. Pickering addressing attendees of the uCSJ Annual 
Conference In Israel. Other panelists are (l. to r.) Mlrtam Glazer, Ta'asa Chairperson of Aliyah 
and Kllta Committee; Uzl Landau, Chairman, Subcommittee on SovletJewry of the Aliyah and 
Kllta Committee: and Lynn Singer, UCSJ Advisory Board Chairperson. 

UCSJ Holds Soviet Jewry Conference in Israel 
The combination of Soviet Jewry activ

ists, former refuseniks, and Israeli govern
ment officials made for a colorful atmo
sphere at UCSJ's annual March confer
ence In Jerusalem. Speakers at the Con
ference included David Bar-Tov, advisor 
to the Prime Minister on Soviet Jewry; 
Thomas R. Pickering, U.S. Ambassador 
to Israel; YosefMendelevich, former POC 
and current chair of the Soviet Jewry 
Education and Information Center; 
Yakov Gorodetsky, a recent emigrant; 
Uzi Landau, Chairman, Subcommittee 

on Soviet Jewry of Aliyah and Klita Com
mittee of the Knesset; Lev Utevsky, 
former refusenik and Avram Burg, Ad
visor to the Prime Minister on Diaspora 
Affairs. 

In addition, Michael Sherbourne, a 
long-time London Soviet Jewry activist, 
attended and delivered a message of 
support from Oxford historian and au
thor Martin Gilbert Avital Scharansky 
addressed the group as well, explaining 
that Anatoly was not feeling well enough 

(Contlnued on page 6) 

Rabbis Allied on Issue 
of Soviet Jewry: 21 
Arrested at Embassy 

In front of the Soviet embassy, the rabbis form a circle and, placing hands on each other's 
shoulders, begin to dance a spirited hora (tradlttonal Jewish dance). 

Rabbinic leaders of Orthodox, Con
servative, and Reform branches of Juda
ism united to participate in a joint pro
test at the Soviet Embassy in Wash
ington. Twenty-one of the forty rabbis 
deliberately broke a District of Colum
bia law which prohibits demonstrators 
from approaching within 500 feet of a 
foreign embassy. The group engaged in 
this form of civil disobedience to send a 
clear signal to the Soviets and the U.S. 
administration that these rabbis, as 

(Continued on page 1) 
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NEWSBRIEFS 
POC VLADIMIR LIFSHITZ of Leningrad, sentenced on March 19 to three years on false charges of 
anti-Soviet slander, is planning to appeal the conviction. Meanwhile Anna Lifshitz' phone was 
disconnected and authorities are conducting an investigation with plans to prosecute Semyon 
Borovinsky for his refusal to testify at Lifshitz' trial. 

POC ROALD ZELICHENOK of Leningrad has once more been hospitalized in the labor camp. He was 
exempted from work because of his dangerously high blood pressure. His wife, Galina, was able to visit 
him and credits messages of concern from the West for the relative improvement in his treabnent 
Zelichenok is supposed to be transferred to a different camp once his health improves. 

ANDREI SAKHAROV will mark his 65th birthday on May 21, far removed from friends and scientific 
colleagues. Sakharov has now spent over six years in Gorky, where he was exiled for his activities in 
support of peace and human rights. His numerous protests and hunger strikes finally resulted in his 
wife, Yelena Bonner, being allowed to travel to the West for medical treabnent He, however, remains 
isolated and under constant surveillance. 

POC VLADIMIR BRODSKY of Moscow was not allowed to get the medication brought to him by his 
wife, Dina Zisserman, nor is he receiving the books she sends him. She rarely receives letters from 
him. 

POC YUKI TAKrlOPOLSKY was released from labor camp in March and returned to Kharkov aft.er 
serving a three-year sentence. He stated that his desire to emigrate from the Soviet Union with his 
family to freedom remains his only goal. 

Tamopolsky was warned by the militia that if he doesn't find work he will be rearrested. Also, his 
health has suffered greatly as a resulfOfliis imprisoriment,outhe cannot get medical care because he 
has not yet received registration papers for Kharkov. He has already applied for his exit visa. 

BORIS CHEMOBILSKY, an ex-Prisoner of Conscience, was recently visited by the KGB, who warned 
him that because he had refused to register his baby boy, losif, he could face more trouble. They 
threatened to take away his propiska (residency permit) for Moscow. Boris, who, like many other 
refuseniks, now holds Israeli citizenship, regards Iosif as Israeli and, therefore, not a subject of the 
Soviet State. 

An official Soviet film was made at the LENINGRAD synagogue during the Purim holidays. The finest 
Soviet equipment and technology was used to photograph many people inside the synagogue. 
Leningrad activists speculate this film will be shown on American television in a new propaganda ploy 
to "document" the exitence of religious freedom for Jews in the Soviet Union. 

Boris ChemobUsky Yuri Tamopolsky 

(Contbwed on page 6) 

Andrei Sakharov In a photo several years 
old. Author!Ues have prohlblted Sakharov 
from having a phone In his Gorky apart
ment. 
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Alfred Friendly Jr. 

What the Silence Says 
The president should open the door to Yelena Bonner. 

Somewhere in the White House, someone 
should be drafting a letter like this: 

Dear Mr. Shcharansky, 
Thank you very much for letting me know about 

your plans to uisit the United Stales this year. The 
American people look forward to meeting you and 
to honoring you bath for your own struggle to at
tain freedom and for the fight you waged on behalf 
of so many others in the Souiet Union who are 
denied their human rights. 

While I would like to join in that well-deserved 
tribute, I regret that I will be unable to receive you 
at the White House. As I am preparing to meet this 
year with General Secretary Gorbacheu, I haue de
cided to limit my public contacts with Souiets and 
former Souiets to official callers with whom I can 
productiuely pursue my ceaseless but necessarily 
confidential efforts to liberate others from the 
bonds of imperial euil. 

It would not help that noble cau.~e for me to be 
too demonstratiue about indiuidual cases. For that 
reason I recently decided not to meet with Andrei 
Sakharov's wife when she came to Washington. 
Until her husband and all the freedom fighters like 
him in the Souiet Union haue gained their liberty, 
it is best that .American presidents not prejudice 
their struggle by publicizing it too much. 

Please give my uery best regards to Auital. I will 
neuer forget talking with her about you while you 
were still a captiue of the Communists. 

Sincerely, 
Ronald Reagan 

Such a letter would let Anatoly !:;hcharansky 
know that times have changed and, with them, 
the president's views on how best to wage the 
campaign for freedom, · at least the skirmishing 
with the Soviet Union. According to an unnamed 
White House offtcial, confirming to a Washington 
Post reporter that Oval Office doors were cloSed 
to Yelena Bonner, Reagan "doesn't want to do 
anything to lessen the chances of others being 
released. He's told a lot of people that he doesn't 
want to rock the boat." 

That's a misjudgment call. It is not only inconsis
tent with candidate Reagan's scolding of President 
Ford in 1976 for not receiving exiled Soviet author 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn; it is also a reversal of the 
hospitality President Reagan extended to eight 
Soviet hwnan rights activists at a May 11, 1982, 
luncheon in the Family Dining Room and, more re
cently, to Avita! Shcharansky in the Oval Office. 

Times and tactics do change. What remains con
stant is the dependence of dissenters in closed soci
eties on public opinion in the Western democracies 
and on public support from Western leaders. 

Whether in Seoul or Santiago, Managua or 
Moscow, it is oppression that flourishes in secret. 
Those who champion human rights only advance 
their cause in the open. 

Andrei Sakharov has spent 18 years arguing this 
point. He used his voice-and the amplification of it 
through the Western press-to reach around the 
Soviet leadership back to the Soviet people. 

An exile in Gorky since January 1980, he has 
been nearly incommunicado. The cause of toter-

ance, conscience and common.decency for which 
he sought glasnost-a word that means publicity 
and open debate combined-has suffered bitterly 
from his enforced silence. 

It is a hopeless cause, but our own. Soviets who 
enlist under the human rights standard do so to 
affirm an inner freedom, not to lead a popular up
rising. But the Kremlin, true to Russian tradition 
and Communist obsession, can see nonconform
ism only as heresy, alienation only as conspiracy. 
And "internal emigres" who elicit Western sym
pathies automatically become traitors. 

Yet celebrity-their access to public opinion 
abroad, if not at home-has saved niany from 
death, some from imprisonment. At the price of 
exile to the West, about a dozen, of whom Talya 

ASSOQATto PRESS 

Shcharansky is only the latest, have even gone di
rectly from prison camp to freedom. 

This and other instances of success do not prove 
that the Soviets will yield their hostages under re
lentless Western pressure. But they do prove that 
the Soviets yield only under such pressure and in 
cases where yielding may serve other purposes. 

We cannot know when that combination of cir
cumstances may liberate Andrei Sakharov from 
close confinement and ghastly harassment. We 
cannot know whether SoViet authorities would let 
him live in the West or in his wife's Moscow 
apartment or in his own suburban dacha. 

What we do Iav>w is that silence here leaves him 
and others utter!Y at the mercy of their captors. For 
Sakharov's voice to go unheard is a loss to his own 
country, to science and to the international com
munity that values hwnan rights. For America's 
voice to be muted is a loss to our nation's highest 
values and to our hopes of spreading them. 

The president can give voice to those values bet
ter and louder than any of us, even when he speaks 
only in gestures of official hospitality. He should 
open his office door to Andrei Sakharov's wife as he 
did to Anatoly Shcharansky's. One day, he might 
see their husbands come through it together. 

The writer, a former Moscow correspondent, served on 
the National Security Council staff in 1980, 
{He was also deputy staff director of the Com
mission on Security and Cooperation In Europe 
from Its Inception In 1976 through 1978.) 

ll'larcb 16. 1986 

Arrests <Contbuled fro• page iJ 

geted as part of the continuing cam
paign against Hebrew teachers. The first 
was Betzalel Shalolashvili ofTblisi in the 
Georgian Republic. He was arrested on 
March 1.3 on charges of military draft 
evasion. Shalolashvili is 21 years old 
and was a student at the Institute of 
Agriculture before applying to emigrate. 

On March 14, Alexey Magarik, 28, of 
Moscow, was arrested while he was at the 
Tblisi airport One of the bags he was 
carrying was taken away from him by the 
authorities - and upon receiving it 
back. it was searched and hashish was 
found inside. Magarik was arrested and 
charged with possession and distribu
tion of drugs. Later, a blood test re
vealed no drugs in his system, and the 
charge was changed to possession only. 
His and his mother's apartments in 
Moscow were searched. Alexey and his 
wife, Natasha, are leading Hebrew teach
ers in Moscow and active members of 
the refusenik community. 

A comparable case in which drugs 
were planted and later "discovered" by 
authorities to be in the possession of a 
refusenik occurred in September 1984 
to Moscow refusenik and Hebrew 
teacher Yuli Edelshtein. Edelshtein is 
currently serving a three-year sentence 
in labor camp. 

UCSJ 

ME&DNG 
Sept. 28 - 30 
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Washington, DC 
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Helsinki Process, round two Ml~~ 
B

eginning April 15, the na- cannot freely visit their families in their 50s. 
tions of Europe (East and their places of origin. or have these The people of the United States 
West) with Canada and the families freely come and visit them. arc drawn from everywhere on this 
United States will send re- This seems so unnecessary. Why planet. A sizable minority - more 

presentatives to meet for six weeks among all the places on the globe is than 20 million - has the closest' 
in Bern, Switzerland, for the next there an "iron curtain" only here·~ It possible tics with the U.S.S.R. and 
round of the "Helsinki Process" dis- docs not have to be. the other nations of Eastern Europe. 
cussions on Security and Co- Often in the past, Soviet <lei· These arc tics of roots and origins, 
operation in Europe. cgations have pointed out that there of culture and of families. These are 

The subject in Bern will be "Hu- arc "differences" bct\\'ccn our sys- tics of history and affection. It is so 
man Contacts" - fa mi 1 y terns. But wlzy arc there such differ- s<1<l to sec them so needlessly dis-
reunification and visitation, the cnccs' It is not enough to assert that ruptc<l, disjointed, and irregular, as 
right to travel freely, cultural and differences exist. l\casons must also they arc at present. 
athletic and professional contacts, be gi\·cn. The peoples of the United States 
the rights of religious institutions These reasons cannot be located are ;tlso a biblical people. Every 
and associations, and the like. merely in ideology. One can read the clwptcr in the Bible is about individ-

President Reagan has asked me to texts of :\larx and Lenin in three or ual persons and their free acts of 
head the U.S. delegation and, accord- four different \\'ays. and apply them ll'll I. In one chapter King David is 
ingly, I have traveled in recent weeks to the field of "human contacts" in a loyal to his Lord. in another un-
to visit European capitals, including way far different from the way the faithful. So much hinges on indivi<l-
Moscow, for advance consultations. U.S.S.R docs today. If a leader of the ual will. That is why individuals arc 

While in Moscow, I met with the U.S.S.l\. wanted to decree different of such importance to the peoples of 
"divided spouses" _ men and policies for human contacts than the Bible. It is not states alone that 
women unable for years to join their those no\\' in force, he could find draw their love and attention, hut the 
husbands or wives in the United many texts in l\larx to support such fate of every single individual pcr-
States. They are uncommonly beau· changes. sml. 
tiful and courageous persons. So the real reasons must lie else- 'lh their credit, the U.S.S.R and its 

They have taken much hope re- where. Perhaps they lie in the So- allies arc signatories to the Helsinki 
cently from the promise of Pres- \'icts' perception of techniques they i\ccor<ls and the agreements 
ident Reagan and Secretary General must use in order to govern. \Vhat- reached later in l\ladri<l. These 
Mikhail Gorbachev that there will ever their reasons, it is important agreements brilliantly defend the 
be a new "spirit of cooperation on soon to make them understandable rights of individuals. There is al-
humanitarian affairs." Just three to the world at large. ready, then, a great deal in the "com-
weeks ago, at the 27th Congress of Surely, the laws of every nation mon law" of European nations, duly 
the Communist Party U.S.S.R., the arc different. But the rule of law re- ratified. The question, alas, is still 
secretarygeneralspokeanewofthis quircsthatthclawbeclcarlyknown open about how well these 
"spirit of cooperation." The divided to all. and that the reasons for it also agreements arc to be kept. Herc is 
spouses_ and millions of others_ be clearly known. Sound law is where great changes may yet come 
await eagerly the new actions that founded in human reason, and is - must come. 
will give this spirit concrete reality. properly changed as reason d iscov- Euro pc is a g r cat sing 1 c 

L
ike Mr. Gorbachev, my coun- crs better ways to meet reason's own civilization, nourished by the 
terpart in the Soviet delega- purposes. Thus docs law progress in spiritural roots of Judaism and 
tion, Yuriy Kashlev, is in his history. Christianity, in both Eastern and 

early sos. This generation will be If we arc to keep our eyes fixed on \\'cs tern branches. The security of 
responsible for "human contacts" ho\\' the situation of human contacts Europe rests on the degree of cu-
from now through the end of this can be better in this world 15 years operation among its peoples, and 
century, for the next l5 years or so. from now than today, we must try upon the freedom and case of its hu-
ln what ways will the flow of "human incessantly to brir.g it into the full man contacts among the families. in-
contacts" between East and West be light of clear and reasonable law. dividuals. and associations that 

All the participants at Bern will make up these peoples. 
better in the year 2000 than they are hope that the new "spirit of co- Bern could be a turning point in 
today' If this generation begins in a operation in humanitarian affairs," global relations. Modest though its 
new spirit, backed up by new deeds, including human contacts, leads to efforts be. it could be like that small 
much is possible. new action on individual cases now portion of a panoramic battlefield, 

About one in 10 Americans has causing personal anguish. and to as described in Leo Tulstoy's War and 
roots in the nations of the Warsaw 
Pact. So when citizens of the United 

new pn1ccdurcs fur making the han- Peace, on which the whole tide of 
dling of general classes cif such battle turned. 

States show concern for human con- h cases more lightsomc, easy, regular, \\' en I pointed this out recently 
tacts among the peoples within their and routine. in :\loscmi-. my Soviet counterpart 
lands of origin, it is not just a matter Imagine the possibility that by the ··piic<l that the \·cry building we 
of politics. It is a family matter. For year 2000 the symbol of disrupted ,;ere meeting in was described by 
millions of Americans, the tcrritor- human contacts, the "Berlin Wall" lblstoy in that novel. "Perhaps I felt 
ics of the Soviet Union and other that now extends like the Great Wall his spirit in the walls," I replied. 
Central or Eastern European lands of Ch1'na through the heart of ·Eu- l' "'r1·11·' '1 °t·1·1· "p'1·d· , ... _ ·~ p·" •'-~ .,~ .•. _).._ ..>lb \U ..... l;LU UllU~11\..'.n 

are their ancestral rodina, or home- rope, were to come down. Imagine "spirit of cooperation" into deeds. 
lands. When Mr. Gorbachev visits that human contacts were to flow 
the United States in 1986, he will find more freely, as they do among all the 
millions of his "countrymen" here. other civilized parts of the globe. 

Yet life is unfair tu such What a transformation of human 
Americans today. Unlike their fellow contacts that would portend! That is 
citizens with roots in ltalv, or h h 
France, or Africa, or Asia. they alone an object wort y of t e striving of 

the new generation of leaders now in 

Michael Novak is a nationally syn
dicated columnist and a resident 
scholar at the American Enterprise 
Institute. 
Reprinted from The Washington Times, 
March 21, 1986. 
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Action A\ 
From Local Councils 

Soviet Jewry Week Observed 
in Tennessee 
• With the support of the Knoxville-Oak Ridge Council for 
SoYiet Jetws. the University of Tennessee Hillel foundation 
observed Soviet Jewry Week in February. The week's events 
and activities included an information booth at the student 
cent.er and a Soviet Jewry rally led by Rabbi Mark Greenspan. 
The lIT campus paper featured a front page story on the Soviet 
Jewry activities. 

Member Councils Protest 
Treatment of POC 

Throughout March, member councils mounted a major 
• campaign in support of POC Zachar Zunshain. The activities 
and events were timed to coincide with Tatiana Zunshain's 
ongoing protests aimed at her husband's inhumane treat
ment in the prison camp. 
• Chicago Action for Soviet Jewry members. in solidarity 
with Tatiana Zunshain, held a one-day hunger strike on March 
6. The hunger strikers phoned the Mayor of Riga, the prison 
camp in Irkutsk, Siberia, and the General Procurator in Mos
cow to advise them of the deep and continuing concern of 
Americans regarding Zunshain's situation. 
• The Washington Committee for Soviet Jewly. along 
with a number of other member councils, has mounted a 
campaign to send bars of soap to Zachar Zunshain. During a 
March 13 visit to her husband. Tatiana learned that Zun
shain's cellmat.es have TB. Zunshain has already contacted 
hepatitis B from a contaminated needle used in a medical 
exam. Despite the health risks, Zunshain is only allowed to 
have soap to wash his hands once everyfewweeks. As a result, 
Tatiana asked that soap be sent directly to the labor camp. 
Refuseniks in Leningrad have joined the U.S. campaign, send· 
ing soap to the camp as well. 
• The Bay Area Council for Soviet Jetws. in conjunction 
with Action for Refusenik Women and Children, staged an 
all-night vigil and fast on March 6 outside the Soviet Consulate 
in San Francisco in support of Tatiana Zunshain, Yelena 
Bonner, and refusenik Tatiana Bogomolny. ARWC is a group 
formed by American and Soviet women to assist women and 
children of Prisoners of Conscience. 

Seattle Groups Unite for Religious 
Liberty in the USSR 
• The Seattle Int.erreligious Task Force on Religious f'ree· 
dom in the Soviet Union sponsored a public hearing April 8 on 
"Culture and Community: The Struggle for Religious Uberty in 
the USSR." One of the featured speakers was Judy Balint, Chair 
of Seattle Action for Soviet Jewry. At a luncheon following 
the hearing, the Seattle Times received an award for their 

· "Lifeline" series and its continued support of human rights 
and religious freedom in the Soviet Union. In addition to 

Seattle Action, other task force participant members include 
The American Jewish Committee, The Anti-Defamation 
League, Bridges for Peace, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Seattle, the Church Council of Great.er Seattle, the Community 
Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of Great.er Seattle, 
the National Conference of Christians and Jews, and the World 
Without War Council. 

Member Councils Sponsor 
Panel Discussions on the Summit 
and Soviet Jewry 
• Dallas Action for SoYiet Jewly. on March 7, and Hous
ton Action for SoYiet Jewry. In conjunction with Congrega
tion Beth Yeshurun, on March 8, sponsored panel discussions 
on "Soviet Jewry and the Summit: Strategies for Americans." 

The panelists were Gerd von Doemming, Deputy Chief, 
USSR Division, Voice of America; Sergei Broude, Soviet emlgre 
and U.S. representative of the Jerusalem-based Soviet Jewry 
Education and Information Cent.er; and Mark Epstein. Execu
tive Director ofUCSJ. They each addressed different aspects of 
the situation ofSovletJews - the current and planned role of 
United States Information Agency's radio broadcasts target
ing Soviet Jews, the situation for Soviet Jews from the perspec
tive of a former refusenik, and political Implications of the 
Summit In the cont.ext of Its impact on Soviet Jews. 

International Birthday 
Greetings Sent to Refuseniks 
• The Sarasota Conference o n SoYiet JeMy has devel
oped a correspondence program which entails sending a 
birthday greeting each month to a different refusenik. 
Sarasota provides a complete informational packet with 
instructions and card. Thousands of inquiries and requests 
for the packet have poured in from individuals and organi
zations from as far away as South America. 

I 
I I 

I~ 

(Translation: We think about you and 
congratulate you on your date of birth.) 
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Israel (Continued fro• page 1J 

at the time to attend. He did, however, 
send a message through Avita! in which 
he thanked all for their help and assured 
them that he would soon bejolning the 
ranks of those in the West in the ongoing 
struggle to free Soviet Jews. 

The group sponsored a dinner honor
ing the Aliyah and Klita Committee in 
Israel and held meetings and receptions 
with recent emigres and separated fami
lies. A major portion of the meeting's 
discussion centered around Issues of 
policy on Soviet Jewry and how best the 
U.S. and Israel can work together for 
freedom for Soviet Jews. 

The conference was organized by the 
Long Island Committee for Soviet Jews. 

Six Years of 
Perseverence Finally 
Payoff 

A SovietJewish emigre's six year strug
gle to allow her brother and ailing 
mother to emigrate from the USSR is 
nearing an end. 

Edith Kotlyar, her husband, and two 
children were allowed to leave the 
Soviet Union in 1979 and are IMng In 
San Francisco. But her mother, now 79, 
and brother, 42, were forbidden to join 
her. "They (the Soviets) did not see any 
reason why they should go," Kotlyar 
said. Soviet officials blocked the emigra
tions mor~ than 30 times, giving the 
reason as, "insufficient kinship." 

Throughout the last six years Kotlyar 
wrote thousands of letters to U.S. and 
Soviet officials and staged a three-day 

Reunion in lsr•eL (I. to r.) Avltal Scharansky, June Daniels, Vlce President, UCSJ; Anatoly 
Scharansky; Ron Daniels; and David Waksberg, Vice President, UCSJ. June and Ron Daniels had 
met Anatoly In Moscow before he was Imprisoned. 

hunger strike. Since June 1985, she has 
taken time off her job as an electrical 
engineer to pay a dally visit to the Soviet 
Consulate on Green Street, sometimes 
alone and sometimes with her family. 

Upon receiving the news on March 6 
via San Francisco Mayor Dianne Fein
stein, that permission was granted, Kot
lyar Immediately called her mother, who 
said she and her son planned to leave 
the Soviet Union in several we~ks. 

Kotlyar expressed her gratitude to 
the Bay Area Council for Soviet Jews, 
who actlvely supported her efforts to 
bring the situation to the attention of the 
public and officials. "They're my family," 
Kotlyar said of the BAcs.J. 

Kotlyar's perseverence over the last 
six years is admirable," Bay Area execu
tive director David Waksberg stated. 
"There were many times she could have 

given up hope, but never did. lfitweren't 
for her determination, her mother and 
brother would have never received exit 
visas." 

However, Waksberg charged, given her 
mother's frail health, "she and her son 
should have been released years ago, 
and needless suffering could have been 
avoided." 

In praising the latest action In the Kot
lyar case, Waksberg said it "proves that 
strong j>ubUc action with lots of noise, 
combined with forceful, private efforts 
behind the scenes, can result in suc
cess." 

He added that he hopes the Soviets 
will release others as well. "Unfortu
nately, we have not seen any increase in 
the number of Soviet Jews allowed to 
emigrate this year, and we're still look
ing for signs of improvement." 

'Newsbriel5 (Continued fro•page 2J 
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SEMYON GLUZMAN of Kiev has been informed by officials that he was refused for life. Gluzman was 
the first psychiatrist to openly protest the abuse of psychiatry againstpolitical dissenters. For this, he 
seIVed seven years in a strict labor camp and three years in exile. 

GRIGORY STACHENKO, 24, of Dnepropetrovsk, was forcibly interned in a psychiatric prison in a 
continuing attempt to pressure and intimidate him. He was released in early March and began to look 
for work. (Stachenko was expelled from the institute in which he was studying when he applied to 
emigrate.) The authorities disconnected his phone, explaining to him it was done in the interest of 
"state security." KGB continue to follow him and threatened that he and his "friends in Leningrad will 
be made to answer for his actions." His mother was called to the KGB, who accused her son of having 
been a spy for the U.S. since he was 16 years old. His case is now under investigation by the first 
secretacy of the CPSU. 
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Prosecution of Demonstrators Isn't Random 
The Post's recent editorial condemn

ing the apparent lack of uniformity in 
prosecuting demonstrators at foreign 
embassies ["U.S. Attorney's Random 
Justice," Feb. 22] fails to give adequate 
attention to some basic truths. 

With respect to the embassy-demon
stration statute, the Department of J us
tice and the Department of State agree 
on two propositions. First, en
forcement of the statute serves impor
tant governmental interests. The U.S. 
government is obligated to protect for
eign embassies and consulates located 
in this country. Only by providing ade
quate protection here can we expect 
other nations to protect our own facil
ities abroad. Considerations of reciproc
ity are therefore a critical element 

· underlying the statute. U.S. refusal to 
enforce the statute with respect to a 
given nation's embassy might well lead 
to retaliatory measures against our of
fices in that nation. 

Second, the wishes of the "victim" 

Rabbis (Continued fro• pase 1.) 

leaders and representatives of the 
latg"i'iWA?Uisu €W'SllUnii)', will notignore 
the plight of Soviet Jews. 

Rabbi Alan Meyerowitz, Soviet Jewry 
Chairman of the Rabbinical Assembly, 
summed up their reasons for undertak
ing the protest. "We have only one 
generation left to work for the freedom 
of Soviet Jews," he explained. 

At a press conference prior to the 
arrests, the rabbis expanded on the 
deteriorating conditions for Jews in the 
Soviet Union. franklin Kreutzer, presi
dent of the United Synagogue of Amer
ica, stated, referring to Anatoly &ha
ransky, "One symbolic release does not 
end our commitment to freeing Soviet 
Jewry. The world must know that this is 
not the end but the beginning.'' 

The protest was the latest in an almost 
year-old series of arrests at the Soviet 
Embassy. Five rabbis previously ar
rested and prosecuted chose to serve a 
jail sentence rather than accept pro
bation. 

The arrests are the subject of a con
tinuing controversy with the Depart
ment of Justice, which regularly drops 
all charges against anti-apartheid demon
strators similarly arrested at the South 
African Embassy, but nevertheless con
tinues to prosecute protestors at the 
Soviet Embassy. 

I are highly relevant to a decision 
whether to prosecute a criminal viola
tion, whether under this statute or any 
other. In particular, when a nation 
whose embassy is protected by the 
statute does not wish to see violators 
prosecuted, trying the case makes little 
sense. Non-prosecution, in that in
stance, does not give rise to a threat of 
reciprocal action by the other govern
ment, because it has waived the statu-

l 
tory protection here. Indeed, pressing 
forward with a prosecution over the 
objections of the foreign government 
might itself affect adversely our rela
tions with that nation. 

It is inevitable that prosecuting demon
strators at some embassies but not 
others will strike some as discrimi
natory. But where the respective prose
cution decisions reflect the wishes of 
the embassies involved, the distinction 
is wholly proper. The alternatives 
posed by demands for uniform prose
cution decisions, moreover, are unac-

I 

ceptable. 
One alternative is to prosecute all 

demonstrators who violate the statute, 
even when the embassy involved de
clines to press charges. Such a policy 
would represent an inefficient use of 
prosecutorial and judicial resources 
and could lead to friction with a foreign 
state that preferred not to see the demon
strators prosecuted. 

The other alternative is to prosecute 
no demonstrators who violate the stat
ute, even when the embassy involved 
demands full enforcement ot the law. 
This alternative would be tantamount 
to de facto repeal of the statute and a 
violation of our obligation under inter
national law. It undoubtedly would lead 
other nations to take retaliatory mea
sures against U.S. facilities and result in 
diminished security for our personnel 
abroad. 

ABRAHAM D. SOFAER 
Legal Advisor, U.S. Depanment of State 

Washington 

,-
. r 
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Rabbinical Assembly president Rabbi Alexander Shapiro addresses press conference before 
rabbis' arrests. Looking on. from left, are Mark fysteln, executive director of the Union of 
Councils for Soviet Jews; Franklin Kreutzer, president of the United Synagogue of Amertca; 
Rabbi Jack Stem, president of the Central Conference of Amertcan Rabbis; and Rabbi Ira J. 
_Shiffer, president of the Reconstructlonlst Rabbinical AssoclaUon. 

In the Soviet Press, Rabochaya aazeta, October 29, 1985 

With the Yeast of Lies 
It is generally known how numerous and sophisticated are the means used by 

Western, and in particular Zionist, propagandists to slander our Soviet mother
land and socialist reality. Masquerading as "defenders of human rights," 
subversives of all kinds are on radio or television lying to the world about the 
"viciousness" of the USSR's national policies and the "discrimination" against 
Jews, the "state anti-Semitism," which they allege exists in the USSR. They do 
not hesitate to use any method or any ally, placing especially high hopes on the 
so-called "refuseniks" -persons of Jewish nationality who, for this or that good 
reason, have been refused an exit visa abroad ... 
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4 7 Jews left the Soviet Union in March 
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Irina McClellan was married to Professor 
Woodford McClellan in May, 1974 when 
Professor McClellan was an exchange scholar 
in the USSR. Irina ·and her daughter, Lena 
have been repeatedly refused permission to 
be reunited with Professor McClellan who 
teaches Russian history at the U of VA. 
Irina and Lena are harassed by neighbors 
who feel a real Russian should not want to 
leave her homeland to go to America. 
Professor McClellan has been refused 
permission to visit his wife and daughter. 

ADDRESS: 7 Chernyshevsky St., Apt. 150 
Moscow Center, USSR 

OUK ihttEE 
f !tltt11E5 

lltXln~n \EFFE. 

Alexander loffi, a mathematician, 
holds the equivalent of a Ph.D. 
degree. Since his 1974 request for 
a visa for him and his family to 
il!111ligrate to Israel, his salary at 
the Research Institute of High Speed 
Highways and Airports has been cut in 
half. His wife, Rose an electronics 
teacher, is unable to find work. Alex 
is on the editorial board of the Jrnl. 
on Control & Optimization of the Society 
for Industrial & Applied Mathematics, 
an international journal. The couple 
has two children, Dimitry and Ann. 
Harassment included throwing garbage 
outside door and setting fires. 

ADDRESS: Profsoyuzneya 85 
Korpus I Apt. 203 
Moscow, USSR 

1:1\£ \11tE5t11Ui 

Vladimir Prestin, ~ computer 
engineer, quit his job in 1968 to 
avoid being denied an exit visa 
because of the excuse that he 
knew "secrets". He found employ
ment which does not use his skills 
and then applied for an exit visa 
in 1970. He has been repeatedly 
denied exit visas because he knows 
"secrets". His wife and son are 
harassed. He has been arrested 
several times and held incommuni
cado. 

ADDRESS: Uralskaja 6/4 #11 
Moscow, USSR 

Cr.m:Iiittee On Human Rights In The Soviet Union based at: Hillel Foundation, 912 W. State St., West Lafayette, IN 479J6 
(317) 743-1293 
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MOSCOW REFUSENIKS 

APPEAL TO 
BERN CONFERENCE 

NON-JEW HAS 
SENTENCE QUASHED 

YULI EDELSHTEIN 
TO HAVE SURGERY 

INFORMATION FROM THE 
SOVIET JEWRY COMMITIEE May 8, 1986 

:MOSCOW -- Dismayed· that only 47 Jews were allowed to leave the 
Soviet: Union in March, long t:ime act:ivi6t:6 6ent: an urgent: appeal t:o 

the Conference of Experts meeting in Bern, Switzerland. Representatives 
of 35 countries, which signed the 1975 Helsinki Accords, met to discuss 
issues of human contacts, including telecommunications, tourism, and 
family reunification during the six-week conference. 

---The activists wrote, "The signatories of this letter are Jews who 
have been trying for many years to get a chance to reunite with their 
relatives and their people in Israel. We appeal to you with the request 
to help us in realizing our legitimate right to leave the USSR, the right 
that naobeen guaranteed in pamcular by the Helsinki Accord.,._ 

Citing the fact that many East-West problems could be interpreted 
differently, "in the case of Jewish emigration from the USSR, any 
alternative interpretation is impossible, for there are thousands and 
thousands of living witnesses whose rights have been violated and whose 
names and addresses are widely known." 

The Jews raised the question of trust and stated that "If no solution 
to such a simple problem as Jewish emigration from the USSR is found 
soon, then other issues of the Helsinki Accords, more difficult to resolve 
and control, may be in danger of being indefinitely shelved." 

The signatories also requested that the problems of emigration 
be on the agenda of the forthcoming meeting on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, to be held in Vienna later this year. 

Among the 43 signatories were: INNA BEGUN; ALEXANDR, ROSA, · 
and OLGA JOFFE; ALEXANDR LERNER; MIKHAIL KHOLMlANSKY; 
LEV OVSISHCHER; LEONID OZERNOY; and SERGEI RUZER. 

MOSCOW - There is a report on a rare instance of the quashing of 
a dissident's sentence. The story is of interest, in that the man, Vladimir 

. Poresb, was the first political prisoner to be sentenced under a pernicious 
new part of the Criminal Code of the RSFSR, on "Malicious Disobedience 
to the Administration of a Corrective Labor Institution." 

Poresb, a young historian and employee at the Library of the Lenin
grad branch of" the USSR Academy of Sciences, was first arrested in 
1979 with others. participating in religious-philosophical seminars. He 
was sentenced to five years in strict-regime camps and three years' 
exile fof anti-Soviet agitation .and propaganda, and to an additional 
three years in 1984. His sentence was revoked as a protest by the 
chairman of the ·supreme Court of the USSR, and was released last 
February. 

ULAN UDE - Medical authorities informed TANYA EDELSHTEIN that 
her husband YUL! will undergo a series of operations to correct the 
injuries be sustained after an accident at Vydrino Labor Camp. 
· Tbe operations may take several 
months to complete. While Tanya's request that Yuli be released will 
be considered, she believes that his recovery has been severely hampered 
because of inadequate hospital facilities. 

lntormation in "refusenik" is drawn from the National Conference on Soviet Jewry Press Reports 
and direct communications received by the 

JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL . • SUITE 920 • 1522 K Street, N.W. 
OF GREATER WASHINGTON WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 3~7-4628 

BENEFICIARY OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPE <;._ FEDERATION OF GREATER WASHINGTON 



HEBREW TEACHER 
GETS REDUCED 
SENTENCE 

"SPECIAL DAY" 
SLATED FOR 
NOVEMBER l 9TH 

OCTOBER 11, 1985 
NB 17-85 

EVGENY KOIFMAN, the Dniepropetrovsk Hebrew teacher who was 
arrested in June on charges of alleged "drug possession," was sentenced 
to a two-and-a-half-year term of "working for the state economy." 
Originally ordered to serve the term in a labor camp, the prosecution 
asked that the severity of Koifman's sentence be reduced. Under the 
accepted arrangement, Koifman will be assigned to work in an undeter
mined location, with his salary going to the Soviet economy. 

NATASHA KHASIN, who was present, described the trial as 
"giving the impression of a badly directed play" in which it appeared 
decisions had been made beforehand. Although the prosecution initi
ally inferred that Koifman was guilty of "selling drugs to children," 
formal charge.s of this nature never materialized. Instead, it was alleged 
that Koifman "found a package containing a powdery substance, and 
kept it for himself." No drugs were produced as evidence, however, 
and a medical examination revealed no trace of any drug in Koifman's 
system. 

Evgeny's wife, LYDIA, remains hospitalized in a psychiatric 
institution against her will. Since she was forcibly committed in August, 
she has repeatedly been questioned about her husband's activities, and 
it is not known if she will be released now that the investigation is con
cluded. 

With an eye on the forthcoming Geneva summit meeting between Presi
dent Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, NCSJ Chair
man Morris B. Abram announced that November 19th has been designated 
internationally as a "Special Day for Soviet Jews," launching a series 
of events throughout the West. To mobilize activity in this country, 
Abram named Gerald Kraft, NCSJ Vic hairman and President of 
B'nai B'rith International, to c air _ . ~J's_ ~flprtsJn _ thTs country. 

Increased activity on behalf of Jews in the USSR -- through letter
writing campaigns, public demonstrations and interreligious prayer 
vigils -- is planned to coinc ide with the summit . According to Abram, 
the aim of such activity is to raise public awareness of the plight of 
Soviet Jews, and to communicate popular concern to U.S. and Soviet 
leaders. 

"We welcome the summit meeting and the opportunity it represents 
for improved East-West relations," Abram said, stressing that "there 
is no conflict between peace and human rights." He added that "although 
the summit may not resolve all outstanding issues, such as arms control, 
trade and human rights, the nature of the meeting, and the interest 
it will generate, are conducive to focusing on the rescue of Soviet Jews." 

In naming Kraft to chair a special coordinating committee, Abram 
stressed that Kraft has "repeatedly demonstrated a leadership role 
in community advocacy on behalf of Jews in the USSR. His dedication 
and commitment will certainly help in mobilizing grass-roots support 
for this campaign." 

National Office, 10 E. 40 St., Suite 907, New York, N. Y. 10016 (212) 679-6122 Washington Office, 2027 Massachusetts Ave ., N.W., Washington, D.C 20036 (202) 265-8114 



National Conference on Soviet Jrcwry 

93 EXIT 
IN SEPTEMBER 

NCSJ CHAIRMAN 
TESTIFIES BEFORE 
CONGRESSIONAL 
SUBCOMMITTEES 

NEWSBRIEFS 

Only 93 Jews were permitted to emigrate from the Soviet Union during 
September. To date, a total of 796 Jews were granted exit visas in 
1985, as compared with 721 who were permitted to leave during the 
same time period last year. The monthly average of Jews permitted 
to leave hovers at less than 100, closely mirroring the trend for 1984, 
during which fewer than 1,000 Jews were granted the right to emigrate. 

While expressing "some hope" based upon the upcoming opportunities 
for dialogue between U.S. and Soviet leadership, NCSJ Chairman Morris 
B. Abram noted in recent testimony before two Congressional subcom
mittees that, since the coming to power of Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev, the situation for Jews in the USSR has continued to 
deteriorate. 

Speaking before the Subcommittee on Human Rights and Inter
national Organizations and the Subcommittee on Europe and the Middle 
East, Abram stressed the role of the U.S. government in support of 
Soviet Jewry, and termed the November summit meeting as a "window 
of opportunity." He pointed out, however, that under Gorbachev, "Soviet 
Jewish Hebrew teachers continue to be arrested at an average rate 
of one per month," and that Gorbachev has retained an "extremely 
restrictive policy which has kept Jewish emigration to a fairly constant 
token level." 

While he continued to reject the concept of linking Soviet Jewish 
emigration to arms negotiations, Abram stressed that "although the 
U.S. may not formally link arms control and human rights, it is an 
uneradicable fact that Americans will more readily trust the Soviet 
word affecting our security when Moscow gives credible evidence that 
they will comp!Y" with previous human rights undertakings which do 
not affect their security interests." 

On the issue of trade, Abram stated that the NCSJ "continues 
its support of the Jackson-Vanik Amendment," which links East-West 
trade with human rights violations. He rejected the notion of a total 
ban on U.S. trade with the Soviet . Union. "The NCSJ would not support 
either a repeal of the trade legislation already in place, or executive 
waivers as provided in statues," he said. "However, we are on record 
that this attitude is not inflexible, and that we would favor a modifi
cation of U.S. trade restrictions in non-strategic items as permitted 
by law" if Jewish emigration were restored to more acceptable levels. 

- ---restify1ng with Abram were lsi Liebler, of Australia, representing 
the World Conference on Soviet Jewry, which had just convened in 
Washington, and Herbert Kronish, Chairman of the New York-based 
Coalition to Free Soviet Jews. 

e Waiting to emigrate to Israel since 1967, BENlAMIN BOGOMOLNY 
of Moscow retains the dubious distinction of being noted in the 1985 
edition of the Guinness Book of World Records as the "most patient 
refusenik." 
• The investigation of POC SIMON SHNIRMAN, who recently faced 
the threat of a possible extension to his three-year labor camp term, 
has been closed due to lack of evidence. 
• LEONID KELBER T of Leningrad was attacked by a group of 
unidentified men on October 4, while enroute with foreign visitors to 
the home of YURI SHPIESMAN. Although Leonid was not seriously 
injured, he was "warned" ~o stop studying Hebrew -- which he refused. 

• prepared by Nancy Albrecht 
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Summary 
UA STAFF PAPER 

TRIALS OF SOVIET JEWISH 'REFUSENe-.s' AND 

ACTIVISTS, 1980-JULY 1985 
SEPTEMBE R 1985 No. 5 

The USSR has committed itself, under the provisions of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), the International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the Helsinki Final Act, to safeguard the 
rights of its citizens, inter alia, to physical and legal integrity, freedom from 
arbitrary arrest , and a fair trial in case of criminal charges being laid against 
them. However, in the case of the Jewish activists in the Soviet Union over 
the period 1980-July 1985 , these provisions havt> been continually breached in 
the course of a campaign of judicial harassment which has grown in intensity 
both within the period itself and relative to previous years. This is measured 
by the number of arrests and trials which have been carried out against 
Jewish activists in this period. 

This Report deals with those Jews who are actively involved in human 
rights issues with a specifically Jewish content, i.e. the right to foster the 
study of Jewish culture, including the Hebrew language. and the right of Jews 
to emigrate. Thus this group does not include those Jewish activists who 
campaign on human rights issues in other fields, while it does include those 
non-Jews, like Valery Senderov, sentenced in 1983 to 7 years imprisonment 
and 5 years' exile, whose activism is in the Jewish field. 

In this period the Soviet authorities deployed a wide range of legal charges 
as part of this campaign of harassment of Jewish activists. These included two 
serious RSFSR Criminal Code articles, 190-1 and 70, which deal, respectively, 

-with the spread of propaganda for the purpose of subverting the regime or 
defaming the state, as well as such other charges as parasitism, draft evasion, 
malicious hooliganism , violation of passport regulations, and non-co
operation with the authorities. A particularly ominous development was the 
use of charges of possession of drugs and firearms -- with the evidence being 
planted in the homes of Yuly Edelshteyn and Aleksandr Kholmyansky-as a 
further means of legal harassment. 

As of July 1985, there were twenty Jewish 'refuseniks' 3nd activists 
imprisoned or Sle'F'iing-.sem~~in the _~viet Union , with Iosif Begun. Valery 
Senderov, and Anatoly Scharansky -se rving the longest penalties. Generally, 
over the period 1980-July 1985, the trend has been towards a stricter clamp-

down on Jewish activism using all available judicial means, as part of a more 
general Soviet attempt at criminalizing dissent. This development should also 
bt> seen against the backdrop of poor East-West relations in this period. 

Copies of this Research Report can be obtained from: 
THE INSTITUTE OF JEWISH AFFAIRS, II HERTFORD ST., LONDON WIY 7DX 

Tel: 01-491 3517 Cables I.JA STUDIES LONDON WI Telex: 21633 
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'His soul is intact' 

Shcharansky, Pa. friend 
me~t again in freedom 

By .Jane Eisner 
......... SUit WriUr 

When the long-imprisoned Jewish 
Soviet activist Anatoly Shcharansky 
walked across a German bridge to 
freedom two months ago, many who 
bad campaigned for bis release be
gan dreaming of the moment when 
they could be with him as a free man. 

Connie Smukler lived her dream 
last week. · 

She spent three hours with Shchar
ansky in bis Jerusalem apartment, 
talking and laughing and bugging. 

"To me, be seemed perfectly won
derful. He's as sharp as be ever was. 
His humor is there, bis soul is in· 
tact," she said in an interview after 
returning home to Philadelphia. 

Smukler was amazed at bis mem
ory. After they bugged each other 
awhile, be said, "You've changed 
your hair and gotten thinner." 

"You've gotten thinner, too, Na
tan," she said she replied, referring 
to him in the Hebrew name be 
adopted after bis release. 

The 10 years since their last 'visit 
have given bis face and bearing a 
new maturity, and the Israeli sun bas 
given him a tan, she said. 

Smukler, a Philadelphia artist, and 
her husband, Joseph, a lawyer, 
founded the Philadelphia Soviet Jew
ry Council and played a leading role 
in the campaign to win Shchar
ansky's freedom. 

Since bis triumphant arrival in Is· 
rael on Feb. 11, after more than nine 
years in Soviet prisons and labor 
camps, he has spent much of his time 
secluded in a kibbutz in northern 
Israel with bis wife, Avital, who was 
forced to leave the Soviet Union one 
day after they were married in 1974 
and who subsequently launched a 
ttreless campaign on bis behalf. 

Smukler initially bad planned to 
see him two weeks ago, but be was 
being bombarded with requests for 
Interviews, speeches. personal ap
pearances and visits from the many 
people who had pressed bis case. 

Shcharansky and. Smukler fiank fellow activist Morris Abram 

Report on reunion. 
Bridging a decade 

. · Then the invitation came, and she 
caught the next flight to Tel Aviv. 
.. As she approached the reunion last 
~k. she said, her third visit .to 
Moscow in 1976 came to mind. "We 
were going to someone's apartment. 
We knocked on the door, and my 

· knees started to shake and my mouth 
went dry. The door opened and there 
was Natan," she said. 
· ·'"The other day in Jerusalem, when 
I stood at the door to his apartment, 
my koees were shaking and my 
1Doutb was dry. I bad the same feel· 
tng." 
· Smukler first met Shcharansky 

when she and her husband went to 

the Soviet Union tn 1974 to learn 
more about the plight of Jews who 
wanted to leave the country and live 
in Israel. She saw him again in Mos
cow in 197S and in 1976, and they 
cemented a deep friendship. 

Shcharansky, a mathematician, 
bad co-founded the Helsinki Moni· 
toring Group, which tracked Soviet 
compliance with the 197S Helsinki 
Accords on human rights, and be
came the spokesman for Jewish ac
tivists in Moscow. He thus became 
the Soviet Jew best known in the 
West, a man whose harsh prison 
term drew much sympathy from 
world leaders. 

In 1977 be was arrested, and in 
1978, after !l highly publici1.ed trial, 
bis efforts to document the injustice 
of the government's emigration pol· 
icy were adjudged treuonoua. His 
report contained information OQ. mil· 
ttary factories and research ~ 
grams that Soviet officials said 



would be of interest to Western Intel· chairman of the President's Coinmis-
ligence, and be was sentenced to 13 lion on Human Rights, talked with 
years in prtaon and labor camps. · Shcharansky about continuing that 

From the beginning, Smokier and campaign and a possible tour of the 
other members of Philadelphia's So- United States. 
viet Jewry Council held rallies, pro. Jn a speech Feb. 12. on his first run 
tests and prayer meetings, wrote let· day of freedom, Shcharansky vowed 
ters and carried Shcb•\"~nsky's to use his experience to campaign 
image aloft on placards to leep his for free emigration for Jews still in 

. case alive, the Soviet Union. "Jt is my task to use 
"We had a focus. He was the first my experience to help those people 

prisoner that some of us knew. He who stayed behind in the Soviet 
was an inspiration for many of the Union," he said. 
early projects. They evplved out of According to Smukler, Shchar· 
support for Shcharansky," Smukler ansky plans to tour the United States. 
said last week. perhaps as early .s next month, be· 

One of the first demonstrations . fore the proposed Reagan-Gorbachev 
was on a hot evening in July 1977, summit. No date has been set for the 
near the Liberty Bt:ll in Philadel· summit. 
phia's Independence Park, she re- . Shcharansky is dogged by requests 
called. Later they held a mock trial at for interviews, invitations to speak, 
~ity Hllll. ' . . and inquiries from people interested 

Over. and over they were told that in producing a film based on bis life 
the Soviets were insisting that story. . 
Shcharansky's case was not negotia- Smukler said she bad asked him in 
ble, that they were insisting that he jest bow he felt about becoming a 
was a spy who could never be permit· movie star, and be replied, "I am 
ted to leave the country. having enough trouble being a me-

The campaign initiaUy focuSed on dia star." 
Shcharansky because ht= was a par· Said Smukler: "He sees he's in tbe 
ticularly charismatic figure and his fishbowl, and it's so hard for him. He 
case was .,.rucularly unjust, feeis awkward in this role. He keeps 
Smultler said. . an answering machine on, and it 

Jn 1979, 51,000 Soviet Jews were goes constantly. Sometimes he 
allowed to leave the Soviet Union. As doesn't· !l'riswer for two days. He 
that number was reduced to a trick- needs time " . 
le, the Shcharansky movement grad- He still is not sleeping well, she 
ually became the catalyst for a cam· said. , 
paign on behalf of an estimated Still reveling in her visit, Smokier 
400,000 Jews who have expressed a said, "In Moscow when we'd have to 
desire to leave the Soviet Union. say goodbye, we'd say 'L 'hitraot,' " 

At the meeting laSt week in Sbchar~ the Hebrew word that roughly trans-
ansky's apartment, Smultler and MQr: lates into "See you soon." 
n;o:·::::,s,.;A;.;b;;.ra;:in~c~h~a"'iinDE.:f:an~or':'f~e~N="at':tio:".n:F.a'.:'l _ ____ "We ~id it, but did we reall mean 
~!!!!:~=~w.ci.~· ..._._ ... , and vice it? This time I said it to him in 

Jerusalem, and I know, God willing, 
that I'll see him again soon." 

Reproduced 1nd Distributed by: 
National Conference on Soviet Jewry 

10 East 40th Street • Suite 907 • New York, NY 10016 



Join Anatoly and Avital Shcharansky. 
March and Rally for Soviet Jews 

Solidarity Sunday, May 11th. 
March begins 12 noon-64th and Fifth to 47th and First. 

Sponsored by Coalition to Free Soviet Jews·(212) 354-1316 
Representing concerned orgamzat1ons 1n New York City. Long Island Westchester. Rockland and Be<&en Counties 

SUPPORTED BY UNITED JEWIS"'f APPEAL - FEDERATION Of JEWISH PHILANTHROPIES OF GREATER NEW YORK 



FROM THE 
NATl~'Jlll[t:-~ 
ON 

LIFSHITZ SENTENCED; 
WIFE THREATENED 
WITH TRIAL 

STUDENT ARRESTED 
IN TBILISI 

VOLVOVSKY 
TRANSFERRED 
TO LABOR CAMP 

NCSJ SPONSORS 
ESSAS VISIT 

MARCH 26, 1986 
NB 04-86 

LENINGRAD -- In a remarkably swift trial held in Fontanka District 
Court, VLADIMIR LIFSHITZ, a 45-year-old mathematician, was given 
the maximum sentence of three years for "defaming the Soviet state." 
He becomes the newest Prisoner of Conscience, joining others who 
are serving sentences on a variety of charges. 

Lifshitz was arrested January 8th. The basis of the allegations 
against him were contained in letters he had written to the Central 
Committee in 1983 and to the Supreme Soviet renouncing his Soviet 
citizenship. Authorities also cited letters he had written to Israeli 
Prime Minister, Shimon Peres, and Foreign Minister, Itzhak Shamir, 
asking them to "raise the question of the repatriation of Jews from 
the USSR." Lifshitz also wrote similar letters to friends and relatives 
in Israel, London, and the U.S. 

Vladimir's wife, ANNA, believes that the letters were illegally 
intercepted. She had tried unsuccessfully to get a postponement of 
the trial after learning that he had been badly beaten by crimj.nals in 
his cell. The lawyer Anna selected from the court panel petitioned 
the court to withdraw the case because the evidence was too flimsy. 
She is trying to appeal the sentence. 

Anna herself is in danger of being tried for contempt of court 
because she refused to testify against her husband. There is no legal 
protection in the Soviet Union for one spouse testifying against the 
other. 

TBILISI -- BEZALEL SHALOLASHVILLI, a 23-year-old student at the 
Agriculture Institute here, was arrested March 13th for allegedly evading 
military service. The maximum sentence is three years. Bezalel was 
called to the army after applying for an exit visa to Israel, with his 
whole family .. In a letter sent to the draft board on December 12, 1985, 
he wrote that he had not received the mobilization order because he 
was out of town at the time, trying to arrange for the visas. This excuse 
was rejected and he was arrested. 

LENSK, Yekaterin Autonomous Republic -- POC LEONID VOLVOVSKY, 
44, an electrical engineer until he applied to emigrate in 1974 (he holds 
the equivalent of a doctorate in that field), has been transferred to 
a labor camp in this Eastern Siberian city to begin serving a three-year 
sentence for allegedly "defaming the Soviet state." Leonid's wife, 
LUDMILA, and a few friends were trying to see him but were pulled 
off a train in Gorky and temporarily held in the police station. No reason 
was given for the police action. 

NEW YORK -- Well-known refusenik, ELIY AHU ESSAS, a teacher and 
activist for many years in Moscow, begins his first visit to the United 
States March 27th. Essas recently emigrated to Israel. 

National Office, 10 E. 40 St, Suite 907, New York, N. Y. 10016 (212) 6 79-6122 Washington Office, 2027 Massachusetts Ave., N.W, Washington, D.C. 20036 (202) 265-8114 



National Conference on Soviet Jewry 

EDELSHTEIN 
SERIOUSLY INJURED 
LA YING TRACK 

SCIENTISTS CONT ACT 
WESTERN EDITOR 

ULAN UDE -- Despite what the Central Health Management had pre
viously told TANYA EDELSHTEIN, her husband YURl's broken leg is 
serious and ls giving doctors at the Central Hospital here problems 
they have been unable to solve (NEWSBREAK, March 13, 1986). It appears 
he will need at least one operation. 

It has now been learned that Yuri was injured while laying railroad 
track at Vydrino Labor Camp in Buryat ASSR. Apparently, a heavy 
wooden tie slipped from his shoulder, pinning him to the ground. Tanya 
has requested that he be transferred to a hospital in Moscow where 
he would receive better treatment. She has also sent copies of her 
request to Communist Party headquarters, the Procurator General, 
and to the head of the Prisons Administration at the Ministry of the 
Interior. 

MOSCOW -- Four Soviet scientists, having had their request to hold 
a peaceful demonstration rejected by the Moscow City Council, took 
the unusual step of asking an editor of a Western newspaper to publish 
their case. 

LEONID OZERNOY, VLADIMIR APEKIN, VLADIMIR ROZIN, 
and CHEKANOVSKY, had intended to draw public attention to the five 
years each of them had been waiting for exit visas to Israel despite 
the fact that none of them had ever been involved in secret work. 
Between them, they have written over a hundred letters to the 
appropriate authorities without results. All are family men with children. 
Since submitting their applications, the scientists have not been allowed 
to work in their fields and have experienced considerable hardship. 

Scientists, who have always been at the center of Jewish activism, 
are becoming increasingly vocal. Soviet authorities recently told Senator 
Edward Kennedy (D-MA) that Ozernoy would be given a visa. Ozernoy 
obviously knows nothing of it. 

MOSCOW -- Leading activists here revealed that they were kept under 
KGB HOUNDED surveillance ' of an unprecedented strictness during the two weeks of 
ACTIVISTS DURING ___ t,=he 27th Soviet Communist Party CoQgress and the days preceding .it.._ ~-
PAR TY CONG RESS The authorities claimed that the activists might be preparing to stage 

a public protest demonstration. 

MA TZAH OF HOPE 
AVAILABLE 

Some of the activists who had joined a rotation of hunger strikes 
in their homes were visited by the KGB, who warned them to desist 
or "face the consequences." One of the activists later said, "The whole 
police operation sat uneasily with us compared to the reported air of 
openness at the Congress itself." NATALIA KHASINA was reported 
to have said that. it was virtually a house arrest -- "like living in a for
tress." 

NEW YORK -- In preparation for Passover the National Conference 
on Soviet Jewry and the United Jewish Appeal have prepared and dis
tributed a 1986 "Matzah of Hope." Featuring Anatoly Shcharansky 
in Israel, this Matzah of Hope reminds us of the tens of thousands of 
Jews still remaining in the USSR, and is integrated into the campaign 
"To Summit II". Copies can be ordered through the National Conference 
on Soviet Jewry. 
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Berne 17-18 April 1986 

R E S 0 L U T I 0 N 

THE CONFERENCE, 

Recalling the CSCE Helsinki Final Act and the Madrid Final Document, 

Remembering the resolutions adopted by the European Inter-Parliamentary 
Conferences for Soviet Je~ry on 3 July 1984 in London, and on 26 April 
1985 in The Hague, 

Noting the official statement of Soviet policy made in 1947 by the then 
Soviet delegate at the United Nations General Assembly, Mr. A. Gromyko, 
in which the USSR recognized that the Jewish people have historical roots 
and a homeland in Israel, 

Bearing in mind Mr. Gorbachev's Address to the 27th Soviet Party Confe 
rence on 25 February 1986 when he referred to " ..• questions related to 
the re-uniting of families, marriage and the promotion of contacts between 
people and between organisations ... "being fundamental principles of 
" .•. an all-embracing system of international security", 

Invocating Point 10 of the Human Contacts Section of the Concluding Do
cument of the Madrid Follow-up Meeting which notes that the participa
ting States "will further implement the relevant provisions of the Final 
Act, so that religious faiths, institutions, organizations and their re
presentatives can ••. develop contact and meetings ..• and exchange in
formation", 

Reciting Point 1 of the Information Section of the Concluding Document 
of the Madrid Follow-up Meeting which commits participating States to 
"further encourage the freer and wider dissemination of printed matter, 
periodical and non-periodical, imported from other participating 
Stat es ... " 
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Regretting recent Soviet pronouncements that the Soviet-Jewish emigra
tion process has been completed, despite the fact that close to 383,000 
Jews in the Soviet Union have expressed a desire to leave by requesting 
in~itations from their relatives and are still awaiting permission to 
join their people in Israel, 

Noting the continued harasiment, arrests, trials and imprisonment of 
Jews in the Soviet Union seeking permission to join their people in 
Israel, 

Knowing that Soviet interference with Human Contact in the period under 
review has been especially grievous in the areas of postal communication, 
parcel post, books of Jewish content, telephone contacts, religious con
tacts and tourism, 

l.Calls upon all national delegation participating at the Berne Meeting of 
Experts to raise the problems associated with the restrictions imposed 
on Soviet Jewry in the areas of emigration and Human Contacts as often 
as possible in the course of their deliberations, 

2.Calls upon European nations for more concerted actions in urging their 
governments to take up the issue of family reunification and present 
specific proposals on the subject at the corning conference at Vienna, 

3.The improvement of the status of Jews in the USSR is one of the neces
sary conditions toward the reestablishment of an atmosphere of mutual 
confidence without which real progress in international cooperation for 
peace and disarmement cannot exist, 

4.Appeals to the Government of the USSR as a matter of urgency, 

- To permit all Soviet Jews applying to leave the Soviet Union to 
join their people in Israel to do so without impediment, 

- To ensure that the presentation of applications to leave the Soviet 
Union for Israel does not prejudice or modify the rights of the 
applicants or members of their families in the areas of employment, 
housing, resident status, access to social, economic or educational 
benefits, or any other rights, 
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- To ensure free and wide dissemination of Jewish and Hebrew printed 
material, periodical and non-periodical, into and within the Soviet 
Union, 

- To ensure that Soviet Jews have full freedom to pursue their reli
gious and cultural activities, and that in the field of these acti
vities they can have contacts and meetings among themselves, and 
exchange information, 

S.Instructs the Bureau of the European Inter-Parliamentary Conference for 
Soviet Jewry 

- To hand over this Resolution to all national governmental delega
tions present in Berne 

- To hand this Resolution to the Supreme Soviet. 
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ON Jf:\.'S 1!1 TJlE W' ~r. 

(ACCORPI'JG "'0 M.1\TJrn.IALS OF '!'JJ~ SOVl~T P~S~ 

& ~DI'J nr·:Cn·rnr.n 1985) 

The C ·"H~ : >aiqn of r.onrteriining anti-~emi tisn in th~ u;, 
continue<l in neccmber and it even gained mo~entum. In addition 

to the nuMP.rous articles on what h~s been happening in the U~ (see, 

for example, "Haging nacism ancl J\nti-Semitism" in "Pravcla", 17 ncc.1985) 

the "Novosti" '!'!'re ss l'ryP.nC~' relec:tsed a hook "~'Tews in thP. n;,?\ T°l'lrough 

the J.yes of 7\mericans" (see: P.0023). rinally, a protest hy the 

Anti-Zionist Committee ab0ut anti-~ernitism in thP. U~, ~ublished under 

the title "l\ Grim Pattern" (see: "The 7\.nti-7.ionist Campaign 

in the U~S'R", '1eceJT1her 1985) serverl as t.'le "final stroke" to complete 

the picture of this cf\rnpaign in thP. rioviet media. 

0n t'l~ other ha ml, the nrticle "~tatistics Testify" ( "Sovetskaya 

Moldavia"·, 17 !1P.c. 1'185) proves tht=1t the position of ,le.ws residing 

in the us;,R is practically a privilened one. The article has a 

sub-title: "'T'hP 1.1av To Preoare Frihrications". The articlt? "Bitter 

Honey'' (see: 02576) also ~peaks ahout the qood lif~ of ~oviet Jews. 

'T'hP. o.rticle ''Seeking thP. 'r;ood Life~" (''Sotsialisticheski'!ya 

Industriya•·, 20 nee. 1985) starts with a story on attempt~ to recruit 

some soviet sailors in a foreign port and ends with the bitter 

plight of a "family of former Soviet citizens who left for Israel", 

could not st3n·l the life in the 'pror•lised land", le~t ":or i\ustralia 

and tried to co111e hac~ to the ~ovi~t Union on a ~oviet ship or, at 

least, to senJ tl,eir cl1ild bac}· t._,is \-."ay. 

T!ie .'\rtic le ""\ Prolonr;P<l '-;uic i<lc or tU\ r.pilor:tue to a ~aht' ication 

Fro~ the 'r~ric~n Magazine '~ewswe~k' ("~ovetskaya nelorussi~", 

15 Dec. 198'.J) tells a~out thP. suff~rings of formPr Soviet citizens 

in the lJ:,, b11t contrary to previous "'lrticles dPalinc: with this 

subject it cl. ne~ not triention ."T~ws \vho co.me there vin Israel. 

f'ni <~1rci. tion of ~: ovi r~t ,Jews '~<\s '1 lso the subjPr.t of v. nol shal:O\'' s 

article " 'ilu111an lUc:ihts' in the i\rnGr ican f>trategy of Social Revenge" 

(see notes on t'1e "'r.i:i::lP 1mrlpr ·:o. 02574). 
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The article "A Gag for ltillions, or On the Frr~~om of ~ueech 

r.njoyerl hy Jews in the U~" ("~ovPtsY."1·~1a nelornssia", 4 nee. 1185) 

mentions, aJT1onr:r nthP.r. thinqs, r.P.solutions "jn supuort of 

;,oviet ,11~\·..r-;'', th~ authors of ~·:hir.h cli'\i1ri th;,t Sovi->~ Jews will b£' 

hnppy and will C\Cquire fr~ec~om of ~nr--e~h in the nest . The article 

refutes such claims. 

The i\rticle "The "'ay to Fabricatf'? Righteou~ MP.n" •.-1as reviewed 

in our survl"v ".t~raPl in the ~ovict T'rf'!ss and '~adio", T>Pc. 1985. 

!"Ir. would lil~e to note here that it speaks ahont hunnrens of thousands 

of ,Je•·7~ shot or sent to concP.ntration camps during ~·7orld Par lt. 

The article "'Ivan the 'T'Prrihle' Under the Pings of Themis"* 

("~ovetskaya J:irghizia", 21 nee. 1985) is about . the f.onner camp 

guard I. UP.myanyulr, now 1 i vinq :f.n the US. Demy;myuk "was once 

sent to work as a camp guard in the Trehlinka concentration camp, 

where tens of thousantls of rolP.s, itussians and .Jews were 1'eing held 

at the time". It is also staten in the articlf!'! that his lawyer 

" .•• will attempt to challP.nge 'the validity of t~e intention to 

extra1ict his client to Israel'". 

The following articles also dealt with J~wish victims of the 

Nazis: "A Shelter for Nazi CriMinals 11 ("Kornmunist", 17 nee. 1985): 

"~he Advocates 0£ the Sinful ' 1!oly Father"' ("Rtlnvanska Ukraina", 

27 Dec. 1985); "Uot to be Forgotten" ("Radyanska Ukraina", 21 Dec. 

1985): and "Who Are They Tryinq to t·?hitewash in the ~·7cst", 

subtitled "Reqular F"ascism" (".\rqumenty i FaJ.:ty", Ho. 17, nee. 1985). 

The number of articles about "poRitive" Jews was somewhat 

smaller than in "lOVF'!J"lhf"r, lJut it Wi'\S still considerAble (morP. than 

30), especially considering the small nnmber of articles about 

"negati·ve" Je~~s (only 2). 

~·le notice~ thAt S. Zivs, the Vice-President of the 1\ssociation 

of Soviet ;rnrists and the First Deoutv r.hair.ian of the Anti-Zionist 

Committee, was one of the members o~ the panel at a 

held in Moscow on the suhject of human riqhts ("Uf~~: 

pres s-conf~rence 

Implementing 

JT\nnan Hights and Freedoms" in '''l'rud", 10 Dec. icrns; r.nn other :r..:ctpers). 

• • • 3 
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'l'he Chairm<1n nf the 1\nti-Zionist Co111mi ttP~, r.P.n. n. f)r~qunsky h,tts 

started engaging, in a<ldition to his anti-Zionist activity, in 

literary 1 ·1or~: his story "1Jastasy.," was printed in ··oqonyok' 

p10. :31, 14-2) Do.c. 1935) anc~ w~s accomnaniec~ hv a hrief hiography 

of the author and his picture. Tr- other words, they arP tryino to 

build a nnr.,nl"lr ir'li'\'1P for hifTl. 

~ review of the novP-1 "Pi thout " Porrteland 'T'h'!re If: '~o Happiness" 

("llornf!land - the Hasis of HappineRs", in "Zarytt VostokA", 6 Dec. 

1985) says ahout the author:'! .. in addition to his d~scription of 

Georgians, he p~ints lovinq images of RuRsians, Arraenians, Italians, 

Jews, FrenchrnP-n, 'l'urks and GerJT\an children." 

~irobicljan /according to mat~rirt.ls of "Birohidjaner Shtern"/. 

The Moscow publishing a'lency "Khuclozhestvennaya T .. iteratura" 

marked the lSOth birthday of ohe of the classics of Yiddish literature, 

Mendele Mokher Seforim, by preparing for print a collection of his 

works. 'rhe lOOth birthday of thf) Soviet .JP.wish writer Yakov Rives 

was marked hy the publication of a coll~ction of his worl-s entitlP.d 

"The Bolsheviks" (1 Dec. 1985). 

'l'here ·.·ms a brief item reporting that the Jl'\ngazinP. ''f>ovetskaya 

Zhenshchina'' ("Soviet t-1ornan''),<1ppearing in 14 languages, carried a 

description of tfie life of ,Tews l!iving in V.irohinjan (1 nee. 1985). 

A revi~w of the book hy vukhnovich "T~e r:thnic anrl the ~ocio

nthnic Structure of the Po~tlation of St.Fetf)r~burg From the First 

Half of the XIX Century to the 1le<Jinnina of the "':'< Century". The 

author shows that ~t.Petershuro wa~ not a purely ~ussian city in 

that period. '!'liP '50 ethnic ~roups pop'lli'ltin~ St.P,..tersburq by 

1897 included ~ews too an<l the author devotes a chaptP.r in his 

hook ~o an analysis of the restrictions imposed on Je,·1s and 

on the e:ff:~ct these restrictions harl on th~ prof P.ssional and social 

status of the Jews of r't. T'0t<~rsh11rg. rrhe srim~ chaptPr contc:dns 

statistical data on the social structure of the Jewish population 

of the city. 

• •• 4 
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f'l.adio Proqrams 

On thP 'to~CO'"-' prei:;s-cont:erf'nc~ on }iuman rights (se~ p. 3). -

In Ru~sian. - 9 !>ec. 1985 (S''lB, 11 nP.c, 1985). 

N • !l. 

In a book only recently received, "DevelopMP.nt of NRtional 

!telations in the Light of the Decisions of the XXVI Congress of 

the CPSU", printerl in 1982, we found a tahle entitled "Data on 

Major Nationalities in the USSR in the Years 1959-1979". In 

it the nilJ1\tJer of J~ws in the usr-m in 1959 was 2 267 800 and 

in 1979 - 1 810 900, a decrease of 20,1%). 
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DRIEF REVIEW OF THE SOVIP.T PRP!SS FOR 1985 

crart 1) 

Some general re~rks 

Our monthly ~no yearly reviews of the ~~viet press are 
based on the material of some 100 Soviet periodicals. 

'nti-Se~itism in the US~ 1~ is practically never found in 

overt form. r.:xpr.ei::sions of overt anti-f.emitism are extremely 

rare in the Soviet press. 

Anti-SP.mitism has ac~uired the form, mainly, of an anti

Zionist and an anti-Israel campaign. The character and the 
intensity of these car.tpaigns reflect the situation of !!;oviet Jews. 

TThile in 1984 the anti-Zionist campaign grew in 

intensity, the process not onlv continued in 1985, but the 

campaign ~ook on several ne\·! turns llS well. 

In January the anti-Zionist campaign reached a new climax, 

with its rnain line being the connection between Zionism an~ 

Fascism. ~·1or'Ys by well-known anti-Zionist authors like 

L. !~orneev and J~. Khachaturov appeared in the press. Incidentally, 

in hi~ article "~tealers of Minds" ("Pravda", 13 Jan. 1985) 
Khachaturov goes back to the inwmted storv ahout a pregnant 

Arab woman having been disernN>well~d by Israeli soldler~. This 

"canard" was first µsed hy r~. T~orneev in 1983 in "Trua" of 17th 

J\ug. 1983, where in his article "When Again 'Uber Alles' .•• " 

he referred to the Israeli n~~spaper "Ila'arets" in connection 

with this accident. /There was nothing at all on such an accident 

in "Ha'arets" of the d~te quoted by Korneev./ 

In Fehruary the cam~aiqn was kept on the same level and its 

main guideline was still "collaboration between Zionism and Fascism". 

hs an example, we can mention the hook by Dr. of History 

G. Bondarevsky, an Honored SciP.ntist of the RSFSR and a member 

of the Presidium o~ the Anti-7.ionist Committee. The hook is 

callen "Common Goals rt.nd Co111JT1on Character. On the Collaboration 
hetween Zionists anc~ Fascists on the r.ve of and Durinrr Horl<l War II" . 

• • • 2 
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The hool· hy F:. ModrzhinAkaya "'n" V. Laosky, "Th'! r>oh1on 

of ~ionism" WI'\~ puhlished hv the "Pedagoqika" ("PPdaqoqicA") 

puhlishinq agency which mP.ans, in other "lords, that t'1P. ..,,,ol-: 

is to ~P. used in P.ducl'\tinq the youn~P.r generation. 

Thf? suhjcct of anti-Sf-1"1\itiam in the US and other ~1tpitZtlist 

countripg "'as raised in a numher of puhlications ana it '""s ~!so 
the qrounds for a lPttPr of nrote~t SPnt by th~ Anti-Zionist 

Comrnitt~e to the Uf. 

In "-tarch thP. -'\nti-Zionist campaign as Ruch disaopearen 

from newspaper pa<Jes, hut it camP hack with new force in April. 

The fornula "Zionism is Fascisn" appeared in print again. 

In May the ·campaiqn was · discontinued again and, as if to 

servP. as a "compensation" for this, the numhcr of articles attacJdnq 

Judaism increasP.n. 

In June the anti-Zionist campaign was on the rise ~gain and 

this time the stress was placed on thP. connections bP.tween Zionism 

the the CIA.. 'J'he bond between 7.ionism and Fascism re::\ppeared, but 

the formula "Zionism is :Pascism"was placed aside for a less clear
cut definition: "Zionisrn is a forl'\ of racism and racial dis

crifitination" • 

The anti-Zionist campaign reached a culmination point in 

July and especially in August. ~hus, in addition to do7.ens of 

revie\-.'S of the "\·?hi te ~ook", published by the Anti-7. ionist 

Conunittee, ana other anti-Zioni~t atticles, a "Historiography 

of Scientific Criticism of Zionism" appeared in nrint under the 

title "A Poisonous ~og" ("Yadovityi Tuman")' 

In .Tuly i:;pecial emphasis was placed on the connection ':>etween 

Zionism and terrorism. The subject of anti-~emitisM in the US was 

also in evidence. 

In September the emphasis was shifted from the connection 

hetwe~n iionism ana Fascism to the attenpts made hy Zionists to 

lure ,lews out of the Soviet Union. At the same time, the ''tfuite 

nook" was nonularizecl hv the publication of ~xcerpt~ from it 

in !_Tlany papers. 

* Published by "Lenizdat'', L~ningrad, 1985, 

23n pp., SO non copies. 
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Tn nctoher thr wholP. hul!' o~ Anti-Zionist 1'1."\tP.rial was 

print~d in the secona h~lf of the month. tn th~ h~ni"nin~ of 

Octoher even a stateMent marle hy the Anti-?.ionist ComJ11ittee 

about the l)orlll)in0 of. terrorist 1JasP.s in TunisiA (lid not mention 

Zionisr·1 at all. ')ur:ln1 t11n last two weeks of that rnonth, thouc;ih, 

the caT"lpaicin req;\inerl its nace: th'=! matf~rial mainly dealt ,.,ith 

the connection '!:r-~· ' ('"'1'"1 zjonisl'1 t=1nn -rascjs· · .=inn hl'Jtw,,.r>n ?.ionisrn 

anrl thP. Masons (Who r,:>apparer1 after a loni:r ahsi=nc-:e) 1 and the 

populi'\ri zation of thP "\·7h i tP. nool: ,. T··~s carried out not· only 

through printina parts of it in the pa'.-'ers, hut also thr.ouqh 

read~rR' r.onferences and turning it into a theAtr~ per~ormAncP. 

Zionsts contin11~ to be presE>nten as "hustlers who try to lure awl!y 

the aullihle anrl unstablr> aJTIOna persons of ,lpwish origin." 

In !Jovember the scope and intensity of anti-Zionist material 

did not change, but it ~as presented as an integral part of other 

campai<Jns and not as a separate subject. rmphasis \·'i'\S placed on 

subv~rsive· Zionist activities. The identification of 

Zionism with Fascism ap~P.ared as a direct threat: in a three-part 

article on the 40th anniver~arv of the Nuremberg Trial (see: 

"The Voice of Conscif"'nce", "Uever to be Forgiven" ann "To Remind 

and to nemember" in "Izvestia", 17, 18 and 19 nov. 1985) we find 

the followinq passagP.: " Bloody dictatorships, orooaqators 

of revenge, Israeli Zionists and ~outh-African racists ••• " 

Finally, in December nothinq much changed in comparison to 

the state of affairs in llovemher, except for a nP.w phenoM~non: anti-

Se~iti~m in the US turnPd from a secondary subject into a full-

scale campaign by itself, which inclurled a statement about i'\nti

~emitic acts in the uq ("A Grim Pattern" in ''Literaturnaya ~azeta'', 

"lo. 52, 25 Dec. 1985) rele.::\sP.rl hy thP Anti-Zionist Corrunittee. 

~he statement contains a direct appeal to Zionists (without 

qi vino · any details on their identity): ''Why do you, Zionists, 

always keep silent when Jews are perRecuted in the States only 

hP.cau!':e they are ,Tpws?. • • flhPn ,Tews are heaten ann tortured 

only becctuse they are JP.ws?" 

... 4 
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In view of the ahov~ it hP.comes cl"!ar th11t the anti-1.ioni•t 

campaign changP.d over thP. cours~ of 1985 both in inteneity and 
in emphasis. It is because of these change• that we havP found it 

necess/llry to analyse this caTTtpai~n on a monthly basis. 

~he anti-IsraP.1 campaiqn was also character.is~d by chanQes 

in intensity. During thP war in r,~banon, thP.re was an ups11rge in 

th~ ~~m~~ign in Fehruary,~hen articles about the lsra~liR using 

mines caMouflage<l ns toys ~nd about wells being poiRo~erl by Israelis 

appeared in the papers: s~e, for example, "Beware: Trap-~ines" 

("Izvestia 11
, 6 Feb. 198 6) and "'!"ale ing Away r .. and and uatf!r" 

("Novoye Vrel"'\ia", ~o. 6, ,lune 1985). 

The campaign suhsidad in May, when "Izvestia" of 13 May 

1985 puhlis~ed a message of gr~Pting addressed to ~ecretarv

General Gorhachev hv President Chaim Herzog in connection with 

the 40th anniversary of the victory over thP. Nazis. This was 

followed hy the article "An 1\nti-F'ascist Meeting in Tel J\viv• 

("Trud", 14 Hay 1~85) and the article "Until They ~ ·7P.re Caught 

Red-Handed'' ("Izvestia", 18 May 1985), where the followinq was 

stat~d in connection with an explosion in ~eirut on 9 ~arch 

1985: " ••. At that time many ascribed this terrorist act to 

the Israeli secret services. However, 'Wash:in<:Tton Post' claimed 

today that the explosion was the work of one of the "units'' 

sent into action by the l·7hi te !Touse .•. " Wa not:P. · that ' the· 

decline in the anti-Israel camnaign in May coincine~ with t~e 

complete disappearance of the ~nti-Zionist campaion as such from 

newspaper pages. 

l\ new upswing in the campaign started in ,iuly, with the 

stress placed on the internal situation in Israel, mainly on 

the state of the Israeli econo1lly. In August the process continued, 

with the stress shiftinq to the Israeli SP.cret services. 

In Septemher, 0ctoher nnd November the campaign continue1 

to grow,mninly because of the TTlaterial on the bOJ'l\hing of the 

terrorist b~sP.~ in ~unisi~. Its str~ss remained on the actions 

of the Israeli ~ecret ~ervices. 
i.~in::illy, the carnp2 i~n1 ,:ei'lci ied its hi~hest pea}· in Decenher, 

•,,rhen it 'bretnched out in different rUrections·, w:ith the main emphases 

beinq :~ lacP.d on Israel's alleged plans of aggression against several 

countries: T,ihya, ;"u 'ln.n , .. ernen, J.r'h,anon and Syria. 
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To: The General Secretary of the Central Committee 

of the Communist Party of the USSR 

Mr. Gorbachev: 

My fears and anxiety al.Jout the future of my husband, Vladimir 

Lifshits, impell me to write to you. My numerous letters to the u:>SR 

Supreme Soviet, the Central Committee of the Communist Party, and the 

Procurator General of the USSR have remained unanswered for over two 

months. This appeal to you is my last hope to be heard and understood. 

Since 1981 our family has applied for exit visas to Israel many 

times. Till now we have not received any official explanation in 

writing about why we are being refused these visas. I hope that our 

wish to return to the homeland of our ancestors and to live with our 

people is quite natural and understandable, and cannot present any 

thre~t to the Soviet state. 

However, after having submitted our applications for exit visas we came across 

the fact that some Soviet officials violate flagrantly with respect to us many sovi• 

laws intended to guarant~e the rights of all Soviet citizens, no matter what 

their convictions are. 
job for ten months. 

In particular, my husband was unable to get a 
cnly a 20-day hunger strike helped him to obtain 

a job, which according to the Soviet Constitution is guaranteed to 

everyone. My son was not admitted to a higher educational institution, 

in spite of having successfully passed the entrance examinations. 

Forcibly kept in the USSR, we constantly experience the fact that here our 

wish to repatriate to Israel is labelled an illegal activity. 

On 8 January 1986 my husband Vladimir Lifshits was arrested in 

Leningrad and charged on the basis of Article 1901 of the RSFSR Criminal 

Code. This charge was far-fetched and of a trumped-up character. This 

charge was based on some letters written by my husband to the Soviet 

authorities and to private persons abroad. These letters were absolutely 

unlawfully intercepted. They did not concern the methods of the state 

system of the USSR. They only dealt with the conditions of life of our 

family in refusal. My husband denied all the accusations made against 

him. 

Four dclYS after his arrest he was brutally beaten in the Leningrad 

prison and put into the prison hospital with a broken nose and a 

concussion. 

I have firm grounds for believing that this beating was no accident. 

It was a method to compel! my husband to admit to crimes which he never 

committed. 

On 19 March 1986 the Leningrad Court declared my husband guilty and 

sentenced him to three years in labor camp, the maximlIDl punishment 
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· · '. penni tted for the crime my hu•band was accused of. 

I told the Court that my husband never violated Soviet law, while 

at the same time these lawa were repeatedly violated in respect to my 

II . . 

· · husband. His only quilt was his fight to get permission.. tCT go to Israel, a 

·~ fight :, forced . by ·· 'the- arbitr.ariness of those. who place official obstacles 

in the way of this goal. 

We will never betray our principles, our belonging to the Jewish 

· people, or our dream to live in Israel. I · think that keeping us by 

force in a state where we are treated as enemies and imprisoned for 

crimes we did not commit is not the best way to solve this problem. 

... · .. ,,. 

I hope you will intervene to restore justice. Without any doubt, 

the release of my husband will be highly appreciated all over the world 

as a proof of the truth of your numerous statements that there is no 

Jewish p:roblem in the USSR. 

· · I _hope this appeal will reach you and that you will realize that 

the matters discussed in :it concern not only our family but also the · 

prestige of the Soviet · Union, where accoJ:ding to the law citizens must 

not be punished for their convictions. 

Signed, 

4 April
1 

1986 Anna Lifshi ts 



FROM THE 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON SOVIET JEWRY 

IDA NUDEL APPEALS 
TO COMMUNIST 
PARTY CONGRESS 

KNESSET MEMBERS 
URGE MOSCOW 
TO FREE 
ZELICHONOK 

LEADING REFUSENIKS 
APPEAL TO CPSU 

IN EARLY 1986 
EMIGRATION 
REMAINS LOW 

MARCH 13, 1986 
NB 03-86 

BENDER Y -- In an effort to join her sister in Israel, long-term refusenik 
IDA NUDEL sent an urgent appeal to the 27th Soviet Communist Party 
Congress. "What benefit does Russia have from my suffering?" the 
54-year-old former economist asked. "I assure all the members of the 
Congress that exactly one week after I leave, the world will forget 
my name and my story." 

Nudel has been a refusenik since 1971, when she first applied 
to emigrate to Israel. She insists that her continued "refusal" reflects 
KGB vindictiveness. "Is it possible," she wrote the Congress, "that 
such a powerful country as the Soviet Union can allow the urge for 
revenge of a small number of people to take precedence over the good 
and honor of the entire nation? I cannot believe this." 

According to her sister, ILANA FRIDMAN, Nude! is deeply de
pressed. This is consistent with reports that Ida is suffering from a 
severe illness. She believes her efforts to obtain medical care have 
been impeded by Soviet authorities simply to harass her. 

JERUSALEM -- In a strong letter of protest to the 27th Soviet Communist 
Party Congress, the six Mapam members of the Israeli Knesset (the 
left wing of the Labor coalition) pressed for the release of POC ROALD 
ZELICHONOK. 

Zelichonok, an electrical engineer, was tried and sentenced last 
August to three years in a labor camp for allegedly slandering the Soviet 
Union. He was hospitalized in February for three weeks because of 
severe intestinal bleeding. Since his return to the camp it is reported 
that his blood pressure has risen drastically. 

MOSCOW -- In a 1,100 word appeal to the recent Soviet Communist 
Party meeting here, 142 leading refuseniks described the problems faced 
by families who wish to emigrate. While acknowledging that Mr. 
Gorbachev's appointment as Secretary General had already brought 
important changes to Soviet society, the refuseniks hoped that in "the 
spirit of law, humanism, and respect for the individual" he would now 
extend a helping hand to Jews who wish to be reunited with their families 
in Israel. 

VIENNA -- In January and February, 79 and 84 Jews, respectively, 
left the USSR. In February, 29 were from Moscow, 12 from Tbilisi, 
7 from Vilnius, 6 each from Leningrad and Odessa, 5 from Donetsk, 
4 each from Kiev and Lvov, and the rest were from nine other cities. 
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BEG UN'S HEAL TH 
IN QUESTION 

EDELSHTEIN MAY 
BE SERIOUSLY 
INJURED 

MOSCOW -- INNA BEGUN finally received a letter from her husband 
IOSIF. Written from Chistopol prison, the 47-page letter only increased 
her anxieties about his health and physical safety. ·Begun, who is seriously 
ll1 with heart disease, is serving a 12-year sentence for alleged anti-Soviet 
agitation. On receiving the letter, Inna immediately appealed for Iosif's 
release to Karl Ahren, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe; Paul Schlilter, Prime Minister of Denmark; Karl 
Willoch, Prime Minister of Norway; and the late Olaf Palme, former 
Prime Minister of Sweden. (Palme had tried to obtain Begun's release 
on several other occasions.) 

Inna also received a curt reply from Soviet prison authorities 
answering her urgent inquiries concerning Iosifs health, particularly 
about the protest hunger strike she believes he has undertaken. The 
authorities simply said, "Begun is accepting food and his health is in 
order." Like similar replies in the past, the letter did not mention that 
Iosif has been hospitalized or that he had been force-fed for weeks. 

ULAN UDE -- YULI EDELSHTEIN, a Hebrew teacher, was able to get 
a letter dated February 13 to his wife TANYA in Moscow. Edelshtein 
revealed that he is being treated in a prison hospital for a broken leg. 
It appears that the accident occurred while he was working in the prison 
at Vydrino. The Central Health Management told Tanya that his condition 
was satisfactory, but Yuli wrote that he may be hospitalized for six 
months. His injury may be serious enough to cause permanent disability. 
He requires professional treatment. 

Tanya intended to leave for Ulan Ude March 10. Yuli, who has 
served half of his sentence, is entitled to two "open" visits a year and 
three more during which he can talk to visitors only through a glass 
partition. The journey from Moscow takes seven hours by plane, six 
more by train, and another four kilometers by foot. 

LENINGRAD -- Soviet authorities have imposed severe restrictions 
SOVIET RESTRICTIONS on Jewish women who wish to use the mikva -- ritual baths -- in Leningrad 
ON MIKVA USE and Moscow. 

LONGEST WAITING 
REFUSENIK APPEALS 
TO GORBACHEV 

According to basic religious tenets, each woman must have her 
own date and time to use the mikva. But the baths in Leningrad are 
only _apen_.t.wice a week, .and the qnagogue ~~tedly -
uses a gUard dog, which frightens the women. In Moscow, the mikva 
hours are so restricted that not everyone can be there on time. Women 
living in other cities in which there are no mikvot depend upon the 
facilities in Moscow and Leningrad. 

MOSCOW -- BENYAMIN BOGOMOLNY, who first applied to emigrate 
in 1966, has now appealed to Mikhail Gorbachev to allow him and his 
wife, TANYA KHEYFETS, to go to Israel. 

Tanya has had surgery for cancer and is receiving chemotherapy. 
Benyamin, a mathematician until he announced his intentions to emi
grate, has been forced to subsist on the wages of a male nurse. In his 
appeal to Gorbachev, he said that "the state of stress which we have 
been under for many years has played a crucial role in causing my wife's 
illness." 

An OVIR official told Tanya to apply to emigrate under her maiden 
name -- without Benyamin. Benyamin's applications have been con
sistently rejected on the grounds of "state security." 



MOSCOW REFUSENIKS 
APPEAL TO 
BERN CONFERENCE 

NON-JEW HAS 
SENTENCE QUASHED 

YULI EDELSHTEIN 
TO HA VE SURGERY 

APRIL 22 , 1986 
NB 06-86 

MOSCOW -- Dismayed that only 47 Jews were allowed to leave the 
Soviet Union in March, long time activists sent an urgent appeal to 
the Conference of Experts meeting in Bern, Switzerland. Representatives 
of 35 countries, which signed the 1975 Helsinki Accords, met to discuss 
issues of human contacts, including telecommunications, tourism, and 
family reunification during the six-week conference. 

The activists wrote, "The signatories of this letter are Jews who 
have been trying for many years to get a chance to reunite with their 
relatives and their people in Israel. We appeal to you with the request 
to help us in realizing our legitimate right to leave the USSR, the right 
that has been guaranteed in particular by the Helsinki Accord." 

Citing the fact that many East-West problems could be interpreted 
differently, "in the case of Jewish emigration from the USSR, any 
alternative interpretation is impossible, for there are thousands and 
thousands of living witnesses whose rights have been violated and whose 
names and addresses are widely known." 

The Jews raised the question of trust and stated that "If no solution 
to such a simple problem as Jewish emigration from the USSR is found 
soon, then other issues of the Helsinki Accords, more difficult to resolve 
and control, may be in danger of being indefinitely shelved." 

The signatories also requested that the problems of emigration 
be on the agenda of the forthcoming meeting on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, to be held in Vienna later this year. 

Among the 43 signatories were: INNA BEGUN; ALEXANDR, ROSA, 
and OLGA JOFFE; ALEXANDR LERNER; MIKHAIL KHOLMIANSKY; 
LEV OVSISHCHER; LEONID OZERNOY; and SERGEI RUZER. 

MOSCOW -- There is a report on a rare instance of the quashing of 
a dissident's sentence. The story is of interest, in that the man, Vladimir 
Poresh, was the first political prisoner to be sentenced under a pernicious 
new part of the Criminal Code of the RSFSR, on "Malicious Disobedience 
to the Administration of a Corrective Labor Institution." 

Poresh, a young historian and employee at the Library of the Lenin
grad branch of the USSR Academy of Sciences, was first arrested in 
1979 with others participating in religious-philosophical seminars. He 
was sentenced to five years in strict-regime camps and three years' 
exile fo! anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda, and to an additional 
three years in 1984. His sentence was revoked as a protest by the 
chairman of the Supreme Court of the USSR, and was released last 
February. 

ULAN UDE -- Medical authorities informed TANYA EDELSHTEIN that 
her husband YULI will undergo a series of operations to correct the 
injuries he sustained after an accident at Vydrino Labor Camp. 
(NEWSBREAK, March 26, April 7, 1986) The operations may take several 
months to complete. While Tanya's request that Yuli be released will 
be considered, she believes that his recovery has been severely hampered 
because of inadequate hospital facilities. 
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MAGARIK'S FATHER 
APPEALS FOR 
HIS RELEASE 

PURIM PARTIES 
ARE S.R.O. 

BRODSKY'S WIFE 
THANKS THE WEST 

COURT REJECTS 
LIFSHITZ APPEAL 

REFUSENIK UPDATE 

EMIGRATION UPDATE 

JERUSALEM -- Convinced that the arrest of his son ALEKSEY on charges 
of possessing drugs was KGB-provoked (NEWSBREAK, April 7, 1986), 
ZEEV MAGARIK has sent an urgent appeal from Israel, where he and 
his daughter now live: "For those who know Aleksey and who are 
acquainted with the conditions of life of Hebrew teachers in the USSR, 
it is clear that the charge is completely false. Because of his vulner
ablllty to provocation, no refusenik would knowingly break the law or 
lay himself open to criminal arrest. My son has never taken drugs nor 
been involved in distributing them." 

Aleksey and his wife NATALYA applied for an exit visa to Israel 
· in I 983 and were told their "departure from the USSR ls not desirable 
at the present moment." 

There is concern about the situation since it ls the fourth case 
in which drugs or .ammunition have been found in the belongings of Hebrew 
teachers or refuseniks. Previous victims have been sentenced to long 
prison terms, and several subjected to physical attacks by common 
criminals, ostensibly instigated by the KGB. 

MOSCOW -- The demand for performances of a Purimshpiel created 
by refuseniks ls so great that the show continues. (NEWSBREAK, April 
7, 1986) More than a thousand people attended the IO performances 
in private homes. "Bookings are stlll coming in," said one of the artists. 
"We might have to extend the season." 

NEW YORK -- A letter was received from the wife of DR. VLADIMIR 
BRODSKY, who was sentenced last August to three years for alleged 
"malicious hooliganism," expressing gratitude for "your concern for 
the destiny of my husband, Vladimir Brodsky." She believes it is important 
for Vladimir to realize while in camp "that he has many good friends, 
who are so concerned for his freedom and for that of others like him. 
I hope that you wlll continue your efforts." 

MOSCOW -- The High Court here rejected VLADIMIR LIFSHITZ'S appeal 
that his three-year sentence for allegedly "defaming the Soviet state" 
be quashed, despite the claims of his lawyer, Mr. Ostrovsky, that the 
prosecution had failed to prove their case. (NEWSBREAK, April 7, 1986) 

MILA VOL VOVSK Y had a long meeting with her husband LEONID, who 
looked better •••• YAKOV LEVIN only receives letters sent by registered 
mail. He was given a prescription for medication after he was 
hospitalized because of a heart problem, but was not allowed to keep 
the pllls with him. . .• ALEXANDR KUSHNIR of Odessa was asked 
to submit documents for an exit visa. • .• MOSHE LIEBERMAN was 
summoned to the OVIR in Kishinev on March 25 and again refused an 
exit visa. When he mentioned Gorbachev's Paris statement, he was 
given a cynical answer. .ALEKSANDR PARITSKY's health has 
improved. • • • MARK NEPOMNIASHCHY is receiving letters and in 
good health. 

The BEREZIN famlly from Benzenchuk near Kuibyshev has arrived in 
Israel. ••• BORIS KALENDARIOV of Leningrad and ARMEN KHA CHA TU
R YAN of Moscow have emigrated. • •. After a delay for personal reasons, 
GRIGOR Y and ISAI GOLDSHTEIN finally emigrated with their families 
from Tblllsl. 



SHCHARANSKY 
ARRIVES 

ACTIVIST A WAITING 
TRIAL IS BEA TEN 

FEBRUARY 28, 1986 
NB 02-86 

JERUSALEM -- The long struggle for the release of ANATOLY 
SHCHARANSKY came to an end, February 11, at 10:00 a.m., when 
this prominent Prisoner of Conscience walked smiling across Berlin's 
Glienicke Bridge. It was the first stage of the journey to freedom that 
reunified him with his wife AVITA L and brought the realization of his 
dream to settle in Israel. 

The struggle lifted a single victim of Soviet injustice to world 
renown, making of him a symbol that became a barometer of relations 
between the USSR and the West. 

Anatoly Shcharansky, aged 38, a mathematician, arrived in Israel 
on Tuesday, February I 1. He was sentenced to thirteen years in prison 
and labor camps in July 1978 on charges of treason under Article 64a 
of the RSFSR Criminal Code "Espionage and Assisting a Foreign Country 
in Hostile Activity" and under Article 70 "Anti-Soviet Activity." 

The West German newspaper "Bild", which first broke the news 
of Shcharansky's inclusion in a "spy swap" on February 3, reported later 
that Shcharansky's mother, 77-year-old IDA MILGROM would also be 
allowed to leave the Soviet Union. Anatoly's brother LEONID, with 
his wife and two children, were included in the "permission." 

Shcharansky's release was toasted in scores of homes inside the 
Soviet Union. VLADIMIR SLEPAK, Anatoly's close friend and comrade, 
was with his wife MARIA at the home of ELENA DUBIANSKA YA when 
he learned of Shcharansky's release. They opened a bottle of wine and 
drank a fervent "Mazal Tov." 

LENINGRAD -- VLADIMIR LIFSHITZ has been held in prison since 
January 8 for allegedly " ... slandering the Soviet system .•. " (See 
NEWSBREAK January 24.) According to an appeal to the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party, the prosecution of the 43-year-old 
mathematician is based on a letter sent to Western Communist Parties 
last year which was signed by no fewer than 50 refuseniks. 

The letter to Western Communists simply told of the harassment 
of Soviet Jews wishing to emigrate· or to study their own language and 
culture. Lifshitz, it seems obvious, is being punished for his desire 
to repatriate to Israel. 

Vladimir's recent hospitalization arose from a beating he suffered 
at the hands of fellow prisoners and resulted in a serious concussion. 
Despite his release from the hospital, Lifshitz was reported to still 
suffer from serious headaches. His wife, ANNA, attempted to travel 
to Moscow to petition authorities for her husband's readmission to the 
hospital. Police told her she would not be allowed to go until the close 
of the current 27th Congress of the CPSU, in Moscow. 

Although no date has been set for the trial, Lifshitz's lawyer 
believes insufficient evidence has been brought forward to sustain a 
prosecution, and has asked the court to dismiss the case. The prosecution 
has completed its case. 
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HUNGER STRIKE TIED 
TO 27TH CONGRESS 

FEAR OF RELIGIOUS 
PRESSURE MOUNTS 
WITH SABBATH 
RAID 

SCIENTISTS SEMINAR 

VOL VOVSKY SENT 
TO SIBERIA 

GEORGIAN CUTBACK 

MAILING TO SOVIET 
UNION: NEW POSTAL 
SER VICE BOOKLET 

MOSCOW -- Jewish activists began a two-week hunger strike on February 
26, the eve of the 27th Congress of the CPSU, and asked for solidarity 
action in the West, such as hunger strikes and protests. The emigration 
activists sent cables to the Congress asking for the release of the 
Prisoners of Conscience and freedom of emigration for those who wish 
to go to Israel. 

LENINGRAD -- Uniformed police raided a dacha at Razliv 40 kms from 
here and arrested seven youngsters who were holding an informal Oneg 
Shabbat. Although the young people tried to explain that it was 
customary among Jews, even those not strictly orthodox, to invite friends 
on the Sabbath eve to light candles and recite a kiddush, they were 
forced into the bitter cold and held overnight at the police station. 
Several were without topcoats and IL YA DVORKIN was wearing only 
carpet slippers. 

The youngsters, including refusenik MARINA DOBRUSINA, an 
art teacher, were told that they were open to charges of holding a reli
gious ceremony in an unauthorized place. They were questioned whether 
they had studied either modern Hebrew or religious works and asked 
for the names of their instructors. Their interrogators claimed they 
had evidence that some of the youngsters had studied Torah under 
LEONID ROKHLIN and that others had received instruction in modern 
Hebrew from his wife GOLDA. 

Leningrad activists see the raid on the dacha as part of a general 
pattern of increased pressure on religious groups in the city, particularly 
on the young. "Lenlngradskaya Pravda," in a general article, claimed 
that religious and Hebrew study groups were a cover-up for subversive 
activity and made a special point of naming young students, among 
them SEMION INDIKTOR. 

MOSCOW -- To commemorate the 850th anniversary of Moshe Ben 
Maimon, 42 refusenik scientists attended lectures in YAKOV ALPERT'S 
home; the largest gathering of scientists since 1980. Among the lecturers 
were VLADIMIR DASHEVSKY and two visiting professors from Denmark 
and Norway. Thirty scientists contributed to a poster session with 
abstracts of their recent works. The group also appealed to the scientific 
community in the West to help them. 

YAKUT, ASSR -- LEONID VOLVOVSKY, the Gorky Prisoner of 
Conscience, has reached the Siberian outpost of Lensk, where he wlll 
serve a three-year sentence for allegedly "defaming the Soviet State." 

TBILISI -- Instructions have gone out to the emigration or OVIR officials 
in the Georgian Republic not to process any more exit visas. The only 
fuctlonlng OVIR office remains in Tbilisi, the republic's capital. 

WASHINGTON -- "Mailing to the Soviet Union," a new 21-page booklet, 
formulated with the help of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, 
has just been published by the U.S. Postal Service. The booklet should 
answer all questions about mailing to the U.S.S.R. It ls available from 
the NCSJ, in individual copies or bulk orders. 
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no. 0257~ 

TRANSJ.J\TJ~!1 from Russian 

FROM: "Sovetslrayi'l nelorussia", 21 nee. 1985 

HOTf:S rm: "~itter non~ 

or l\ Dialoaue with a Pt> iladelphia Rrthhi and 

a Postscript T·lri tten hy an Honest i\merican" 

By V. Levin 

fJuhtitled "RF:>w<"re: Zionism!", the article tP.lls about a · 

meeting between P.t;.Vainruh, a 1IP.ro of the ~oviet Union, and a rabbi 

from Philadelphia and an 1\rnerican _ journalist who visited the USSR. 

The article rn~ntions several subjects: • rabbis who "drank wine 

and ate honey cake in the coMpany of local moneybags~ while Jewish 

children starved t rabbis who din not allow Jews to be g,.ved fro,,, the 
Nazis: Soviet Jews who reacbed higl1-rankinq positions arid world-wide 

fame: Zionists who "engage in slandPr without any embarrassment"; 

a Philadelphia rahh.i who visited the ~oviet Union and who, when 

asked whether he "'ould tell the truth about it in l\merica, said: 

"You want me to lose my job?": the lack of desire of most of 

Soviet Jews to leave their homeland: the support ~iven by the 

Zionists to the campaign '\m'd nst the non-P.xii:;tent oer~ecut.i_rm of Jews 
in the USS~: the tragedy of thosP. .Jews who left their homeland, etc. eb 

The fact that the rtrticle was subtitled "Beware: ~ionism!", 

as well as the repetition in this a:i:ticlE=-. or ~ll the f'>lerients of thP. 

anti-Zionist ~amµaign, show that the meeting 0£. this Soviet Jew 

with the 7\merican rahbi was nothing more than a pretext to keep 

the anti-Zionist campaign uo to a certaln -level. 

* A reference to pre-revolutionary times. 



To: 
From: 

w... . \'v\~ ."i. G'('~..,.... 
J. Pratt / 

I thought you might find this 
of interh 

\ 
v..1ith 

the Comph.ments of the 

f!:,mba ssy. o/ Ysrae/ 

at <4!/~sh1.ngton 



TMtlSL,\TJm from Russit'ln 

f'ROM: 11 J,eningrC\dskaya Pravda'', JO Nov. 198 S 

NOTES ON: "!he 1Hrty !lands of the rrovoca tP11rs" 

/!=ubtitler1 "neware:7.ionism"/ 

Py A. Rorisov* 

no. 02571 

This article is a . long one and d~serves special attention both 

because of its length and its subject: it deals with the "ulpan" 

courses functionin~ in the Soviet Union. Descrihino the studies 

in such an ulprtn the author notes that "The story about this 

evening (or, rather, one of these evenings) does not contain 

a single line composed by the author",but consisted of quotes only. 

The following are some facts included in the article 

and quoted here in order to <l~monstrate what was meant by 

charges of Zionism. 

1. 

2. 

" 

" 

Israeli Magazines were lying on thP tahle .•. " 

The sounds of Israeli songs came from the tape-

recorder •.• " 

3. " H~ spoke in Ivrit while giving the persons 

who gathered there a lesson in the ancient Jewish language .•• " 

4. '' ... Then he s~ng an Israeli song with someone else 

playing its ttine on a guitar". 

5. " .•. There was soMe music again arin the listeners 

practiced spoken Hehrew". 

6. " .•. Later, having agreed on another meeting -

at a different address, this tiMe - they started leaving one 

by one, going in different directions ••• " 

One does not have to be a lawyer to understand that none 

of the above-mentioned points contain anything of a criminal 

nature, no matter ~.,hat laws one refers to. We "'ould like, however, 

to comment on pQint 6. 

- " •.. having agreed on another meeting - at a different address. 

Since no premises are provided in the Soviet Union for Hebrew 

lessons, as opposed to other language studies, people naturally _ 

* An unfamiliar name. Miqht possibly 

be an assumed name. - Bd. 
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contluct Hebrew lessons in cU f fer.ent private apartments in order 

not to cause trouble to thP. hosts hy using the same apartment too 

often. 

"They started leaving one by one ... " It is ~n accepted 

custom in the Soviet Union that a large group of people does not 

leave an apartment at the same time, so as not to make· noise and 

disturb the neighbours or to attract the ~ttention of the authorities. 

The article contains charqes aqainst the "n.lpanim" that exiF;t 

in Israel. In order to show that these charges have no real basis 

we would like to quote an excerpt from the article itself: "In 

Israel the ulpans are a kind of school, a boarding school. This 

is their formal purpose, but what are they in practice? 'What is 

an ulpan?' - asks one of the recent issues of the magazine 'Israel 

Today' • and provides a reply: 'The tasks of the ulpan are lirni ted. 

It can provide the student with only a· most basic command of 

Hebrew ••• But even this is very important. Hebrew binds us to the 

country and its people. This, perhaps, is the most important thing ••• 

Thus, the ulpan is not only a place for studying Hehrew. It is 

also a symbol of return to one's native country and one's people.'" 

As we can see, the quotation does not contain anything of a 

criminal nature, but we found it necessary to include it in our 

comments in order to present · 11 proof" of the negative activities of 

the Israeli "ulpan" courses. 

Apart from a description of "ulpans", the article contains 

another very important passage. It says: "'!'he following testimony 

was given by a person who was once active in one of these •study 

groups'. He is now planning to leave our country for Israel for 

fami.ly reasons and for this reason we will not mention here 

his name or the names and addresses of other persons mentioned in 

his testimony". /The passage is followed by the testimony itself./ 

This extraordinary case of showing consideratien for a former 

activists leaving for Israel, immediately makes one think that the . 

testimony'of the former activist itself was t~e rea~on for ~is having 

received an emigration permit. Even if our assumption does not 
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correspond to reality, the quotation in question still looks like 

an indirect encouragement of this kind of "testimonyi". We only have 

to turn to another passage of the article, which mentions young 
people /and their names and places of study/, who 11 run to the 

synagogue in the eveningR, study the literature brought by Zionist 

emissariP-s, while consciously or unconsciously preparing themselves 

to •struggle against the Soviet regime on a narrow front line'"·* 

The author says about such activities: "Nobony is allowed to do this." 

The article also speAks in detail about Ruth Bloch and M. J. 

Hoch from Switzerland, whose tourist visas were cancelled after 

their arrival in Leningrad; about Hillel Rutman and his book 
"Leningrad-Jerusalem Nith a Long Stopover"; about Zelichenok and 

Amnesty International. 

* A quotation from II. Butman' s book. H. Rutman, a former 

Prisoner of Zion, was one of the defendants at the 2nd Leningrad Trial. 
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Yosif Begun: The "Forgotten" Prisoner 
To describe Yosif Begun as "forgotten" may seem incongruous to the many Jews and non-Jews 
who have campaigned, and continue to campaign, vigorously on his behalf. But the neglect his 
case has received in the high-level representations made to the Soviet authorities on behalf of 
victims of Soviet judicial oppression by Western leaders, governments and powerful 
international organisations during the current movement towards detente fully justifies the 
term. 

Yet there is no excuse for this neglect. Begun deserves to figure among the most urgent cases 
in the human rights "shopping list." He and Shcharansky were given the longest, as well as the 
severest, sentences imposed on Jewish activists. Even more to the point, Begun's dedication to 
the study and teaching of Hebrew in the face of repeated harassment, arrest and trial has made 
him the principal symbol of the struggle to revive Jewish culture in the USSR, a fact recognised 
by the KGB when they selected him for scapegoat treatment and exemplary punishment. 

A Mission for Jewish Culture 
Begun and those who thought like him had a missionary belief that Soviet Jews were 

threatened with spiritual annihilation unless they could keep alive their historic national and 
religious culture. When he stood up before the improvised court in the Vladimir Prison complex 
on October 12, 1983, what was on trial was not a man but the cause of Jewish culture, the right to 
give lessons in Hebrew and perpetuate Jewish national identity-the struggle in short, for Jewish 
survival. In every sense of the word. it was a political trial in which the issue was not what Begun 
may or may not have done in breach of Soviet law but the ideas he represented. He was charged 
with "anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda" under Article 70 of the RSFSR Criminal Code 
ominously covering "Especially Dangerous Crimes against the State", and received the 
maximum sentence of twelve years imprisonment (seven years strict regime and five years exile) 
in a two-day trial that constituted a scandalous travesty of justice. 

An appeal against the sentence was, predictably, dismissed by the Soviet Supreme Court on 
January 19, 1984. Shocked by this decision, the prestigious International Human Rights Law 
Group, situated in Washington, convened a working session of legal scholars in the field of 
Soviet and International Law to review the judicial proceedings and, on February 22, 1984, sent 
a petition signed by 23 leading jurists to the Soviet Procurator General, Alexander M. 
Rekurikov. This stated: "The legal scholars reviewed all of the materials available to them 
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regarding Dr. Begun's conduct and the proceedings of the Soviet Courts. Based upon their 
analysis of the applicable Soviet and International Law, they have concluded that there is a 
substantial basis for vacating the judgement against Dr. Begun in accordance with Article 379 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, as well as upon the basis of Article 12 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 5 of the International Convention on the 
elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the Helsinki Final Act which is 
specifically declared to be binding upon the USSR by former President Leonid Brezhnev. At 
their direction," wrote the chairman of the International Human Rights Law Group, "I am 
forwarding to you their request that you exercise your power to protest the judgement of the 
Vladimir Regional Court of October 14, 1983 and the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
RSFSR on appeal and that either the judgement be vacated or that your office take other 
remedial action to relieve Dr. Begun of the sentence imposed upon him and to authorise the 
approval of the request he made in 1971 for permission to emigrate from the Soviet Union to 
Israel." The memorandum and petition elicited no response. Yosif Begun's mistreatment and 
harassment has not been eased. If anything, in cynical disregard of public concern, the prison 
authorities have intensified his ordeal. 

Prelude to Victimisation 
The memorandum submitted to the USSR Procurator General by the panel of legal scholars 

who reviewed the case began with an outline of the events that led up to Begun's trial and 
sentence. He was born on July 9, 1932 and holds a Candidate of Sciences degree in mathematics. 
In 1971, he applied for an exit visa to emigrate to Israel. This and all subsequent renewals of his 
application were denied in breach of the fact that the Soviet Union has ratified several 
international instruments expressly endorsing the right to free emigration including the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Article 12), the International Convention 
on the Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination (Article 5), and has signed the Helsinki 
Final Act which was specifically declared to be binding with respect to the USSR by former 
President Leonid Brezhnev. 

"Immediately upon applying to emigrate, Begun was forced out of his occupation and was 
thereafter barred from all employment in his field of specialisation," the memorandum points 
out. "He was unable to find other employment and for several years supported himself through 
private tutoring including the teaching of the Hebrew language. In 1977, he was arrested and 
subsequently convicted ... for 'leading a parasitic form of life' and sentenced to two years 
internal exile. Several months after his release in 1978, Begun attempted to return to his native 
city of Moscow and live there with his wife and son; he was then re-arrested, convicted under 
Article 198 of the Criminal Code of the RSFSR (which makes punishable 'malicious violation of 
passport rules in localities where special rules of living or registration have been introduced') 
and sentenced to three years internal exile . After his release, he was banished from Moscow ... 
and compelled to settle in the town of Strunino. There he continued to study, write and 
communicate with others on the subject of Jewish culture, history and religion until his latest 
arrest in November, 1982 and conviction in October, 1983 under Article 70." 

This conviction and the denial of the appeal against the trial and sentence by the RSFSR 
Supreme Court had serious implications for constitutional guarantees of individual rights in the 
USSR and for the implementation of internationally recognised human rights and freedoms, the 
working session of legal scholars decided. They petitioned the Soviet Procurator General to set 
aside YosifBegun's conviction and order his release on the grounds that there were "three main 
areas in which the Court of the first instance, in our view, misapplied the law and erred in 
evaluating the factual circumstances." These were: a) the misapplication of Article 70 of the 
Criminal code of the RSFSR; b) the failure to respect Soviet constitUtional guarantees accepted 
by the USSR of fundamental freedoms of the individual; and c) the failure to observe Soviet 
procedural legal standards pertaining to the rules of evidence and fair trial. 

No Examination of Evidence 
Behind the formal legal language of the petition it is not difficult to detect a deeply-felt 

concern at the travesty of justice meted out to Begun. The authors analyse the trial 
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systematically, beginning with a critique showing how Article 70 of the RSFSR Criminal Code 
was in this case misapplied. 

"Article 70 . . . should be considered inapplicable in cases where a person exercises his 
inalienable right to free expression ... We believe that Dr. Begun acted within his Soviet 
constitutional, as well as internationally guaranteed, human rights to free expression when he 
wrote and made known his thoughts on issues of great personal and intellectual interest to him, 
and that Article 70 should have been so construed as applied to Begun's conduct. Apart from the 
above considerations, conviction under Article 70 . .. is contingent upon proof that the accused 
is responsible for 'slanderous fabrications which defame the Soviet State and Social System', and 
for agitation and propaganda carried on 'for the purpose of subverting or weakening the Soviet 
government'. The Criminal Code and its official commentaries make it clear that both criteria, 
the objective and the subjective, must be established beyond doubt in order to render Article 70 
applicable." 

These criteria were not established: they were not even considered. The basis of Begun's 
arrest and trial was that he prepared or circulated literary materials considered under Article 70 
as being slanderous fabrications defaming the Soviet State, etc. But the court confined itself 
merely to confirming that the literature in question had been in the possession of the accused, or 
originated with him, not whether its contents justified the charge. "No evidence was offered at 
the trial to show that the alleged actions or the seized literature were of a slanderous nature 
within the meaning of Article 70. The trial court's error is illustrated by its treatment of what it 
described to be an 'anti-Communist collection "Our Heritage"' and reliance upon what is said to 
be an 'anti-Soviet' magazine published in Israel, 'Twentytwo' (Issue No.5, 1979). 'Our Heritage' 
in fact is a collection of writings exclusively on Jewish religious, philosophical and literary 
subjects with contributions by renowned scholars, writers and thinkers such as Martin Buber, 
Ahad Ha' am, Haim N ahman Bialik among others . . . None of the articles relate to the politics, 
economics or social system ofthe Soviet regime. A comparison of issue no.5 of 'Twentytwo' with 
'Our Heritage' establishes that the only materials used from 'Twentytwo' are twelve pages 
translated into Russian of 'Fear and Trembling' by the mid-19th century Danish philosopher and 
theologian, Soren Kierkegaard. Without evidence that Kierkegaard's essay contained language 
that 'slanders' the Soviet Union, or that Begun's rewriting extracts of the essay was intended to 
'subvert and weaken the Soviet government', his conviction cannot stand. The basic flaw in the 
proceedings represented by the failure to adduce evidence relating to the key elements of the 
crime renders the judgement ipso facto illegal and subject to annulment." 

Devastating List of Breaches 
The Western legal scholars go on to consider how the Begun case fits in with the substantive 

rights and freedoms guaranteed by the Soviet Constitution and by the applicable international 
standards of human rights the USSR has undertaken to make part of its legal system and observe 
scrupulously. These, latter, ratified by the Soviet Union, are: the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, the UNESCO Convention Against Discrimination in Education, the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Racial Discrimination, and the 
Soviet signing of the Helsinki Final Act in which these standards are enunciated. It has also 
repeatedly upheld, in the United Nations and elsewhere, the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

The International Human Rights Law Group's petition to the USSR Procurator General 
provides a devastating list of the breaches committed by the judgement against Begun in the 
Vladimir Regional Court trial. "It clearly is in violation of the guarantees of freedom of speech, 
freedom of the press, freedom of assembly and freedom to hold meetings and public 
demonstrations, contained in Article 50 of the USSR Constitution. It also is in clear violation of 
Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which states that 
everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes 'freedom to hold 
opinions without interference' and to 'seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all 
kinds, regardless of frontiers ... through any media' ... the guarantee of the freedom of 
expression is highly relevant to the question whether the act imputed to the accused contained 
the elements of a crime, a question which the local court had the duty to consider in pursuant of 

3 



Article 22 of the RSFSR Code of Criminal Procedure. The fact that the court was unconcerned 
with this important right and that it did not deal with the issue constitutes a serious defect which 
makes the judgement subject to scrutiny and reversal by the Procurator General. 

"The conclusion by the trial court that interest in, attention to, and free discussion of the 
condition of a national minority in the USSR constitute a punishable offence conflicts with the 
freedom of expression and communication, and also with the specific guarantees which both the 
Soviet Constitution (Article 36), the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 
UNESCO Convention Against Discrimination in Education afford to persons belonging to 
ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities. Under these guarantees ... persons belonging to such 
minorities may not be denied the right, in community with other members of the group, to enjoy 
their own culture, to profess their own religion, or to use their own language." 

Court's Violation of Impartiality 
The petitioners point out that the notion, apparently entertained by the court at Be gun's trial, 

that a communication by an individual to the UN Commission of Human Rights, UNESCO and 
other international bodies with recognised competence to receive such communications is 
contrary to Soviet law, "clearly violates the international obligations of the Government of the 
USSR not to inhibit the exercise of functions which these bodies exercise by preventing the 
submission of complaints by aggrieved persons or organisations. This mandate must be 
respected by all agencies of the Soviet State, whether administrative or judicial. Soviet 
participation in each of these international bodies assures the Soviet Government the 
opportunity to refute any allegations in individual communications that may be untrue," a 
power that should be sufficient to protect the interests of the Soviet Government without the 
need to limit the right of individuals to bring their complaints before international bodies. 

An equally important point is made with regard to a practice often used by the Soviet 
authorities in breach of its international obligations. This is that an appeal to the follow-up 
conference of the countries which signed the Final Act of the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe might be unlawful and punishable as a criminal offence. The Helsinki 
Final Act, which the Soviet Union has accepted as a binding obligation, proclaims the right of 
the individual to know and act upon his rights and duties in the international field, a right 
supported by several legal entitlements embodied in his country's national constitution and 
laws, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international instruments. These 
allow him to take non-violent action in defence of recognised rights and freedoms; and to engage 
in communication with others with a view to contributions to more effective implementation of 
international human rights standards. 

The document then turns to a specific analysis of the failure to observe prescribed legal 
standards in regard to rules of evidence and other requirements to observe a fair trial in the case 
of Begun. ''There are grounds to believe that the actual proceedings in the court of the first 
instance violated the minimum standards of impartiality and essential fairness in carrying out 
criminal justice" according to the Soviet Union's own constitution and legal procedures. 
''Perhaps the most pre judicial violation of these rules was the failure of the court ... to 
determine through proper procedures whether the actions and materials which the prosecution 
designated as anti-Soviet in fact conformed to the required legal definition." The judgement 
relied on presumptions that these were anti-Soviet without putting them to the test in direct 
contradiction to Article 71 of the RSFSR Code of Criminal Procedure which states that "no 
evidence shall have a previously established force for the court, as well as Article 43 of the 
Fundamentals of Criminal Procedure of the USSR and Article 309 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedures which prohibit rendering a verdict of guilty on the basis of mere presumptions." The 
court also ignored the requirements of Article 69 of the RSFSR Code of Criminal Procedure that 
evidence in a criminal case must be based on factual data. The "evidence" that Begun's actions 
was anti-Soviet was not directly analysed by the court and therefore the judgement could not be 
upheld as legal and well-founded as required by Article 301 of the RSFSR Code of Criminal 
Procedure. 
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"Mockery of Open Trial" 
Article 18 of this Code, supported by provisions of the Soviet Constitution and international 

covenants of civil, political and human rights, was violated by the failure of the court to respect 
the requirement that "the examination of cases in all courts should be open", excepting only 
where state secrets, sexual crimes, juveniles and intimate matters are involved. The case against 
Begun, although involving an alleged "especially dangerous crime against the state", had no 
connection with state secrets or other matters excepting it from the general rule and should 
therefore have been conducted as an open public trial. "In fact, however, the Soviet police made 
strenuous efforts to ensure that the trial be effectively closed and that no information about the 
proceedings be transmitted beyond the confines of the courtroom. Even while the preliminary 
investigation was in progress, Begun's fiancee, Speranskaya-Shlemova, and his son Boris were 
threatened and warned against disseminating information about the case. The trial itself was 
conducted in circumstances which made a mockery of the right to an open trial. The proceedings 
were held ... within the grounds of the Vladimir Prison. The only members of the public 
permitted in the courtroom, apart from witnesses, were employees of the prison. All foreign 
observers whether diplomatic, journalistic, representatives of non-governmental organisations 
or otherwise, were excluded." 

Begun 's son Boris and his fiancee were effectively excluded by the ruse of naming them as 
witnesses. This brought into play Article 283 of the Code of Criminal Procedure which prohibits 
the presence of witnesses in the courtroom prior to their giving testimony, although Boris was 
forcibly excluded from the premises and did not testify. Begun's fiancee did testify, but she was 
stopped from attending subsequent sessions, unlike other witnesses who were not excluded after 
their evidence was over. 

This was in flagrant breach of Article 283, which specifies: "Witnesses who have been 
interrogated shall remain in the courtroom and may not withdraw before the completion of the 
judicial investigation without the permission of the court." 

Begun "Denied Proper Defence" 
A travesty of justice was obviously in progress, and the judicial authorities, the police and all 

concerned were determined to prevent the scandalous details reaching the outside world. 
Therefore, although Boris and Speranskaya-Shlemova were admitted for the reading of the 
judgement, when Begun's son was seen to be making notes, he was compelled to stop. "Three 
days after the trial, Boris and Shlemova were able to obtain their first brief meeting with Begun 
since his arrest nearly a year before. The meeting was held under circumstances designed to 
prevent transmission of any information regarding the trial. The two sides to the conversation 
sat in separate glass booths and communicated by telephone, while an official controller 
interrupted the conversation at any mention of details of the trial ... " 

Another flagrant breach of Soviet law and the USSR Constitution was the denial to Begun of 
the right to a proper defence, including the right to call witnesses and present evidence at the 
trial. Again, this right is reinforced by an international covenant signed by the Soviet Union, the 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which in Article 14 (3) specifies that everyone accused of 
a criminal charge shall be entitled "to defend himself in person or through legal assistance of his 
own choosing" and "examine, or have examined, the witnesses against him and obtain the 
attendance and examination of witnesses on his behalf under the same conditions as witnesses 
against him." 

None of these rights was respected in Begun's trial. He was denied counsel of choice, and his 
fiancee Speranskaya-Shlemova was told that Begun's was "a special case" and consequently 
only lawyers holding a special dopask, or permit, granted by the authorities would be permitted 
to undertake his defence. "This restriction," the Western lawyers comment, "has no basis in any 
Soviet statute or published regulation and, in fact, was in marked contradiction to the extremely 
broad range of persons permitted to act as defenders pursuant to Article 47 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. Of the thirty lawyers available in Vladimir, twentysix did not have the 
required dopask; three of the remaining four, when approached, refused outright to take the 
case, while the remaining lawyer declined because of illness. After obtaining permission to seek 
counsel outside Vladimir, Speranskaya-Shlemova found that all lawyers who were approached 
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in Moscow and Leningrad refused to take the case. Finally (after Begun's failure to find defence 
counsel had become the subject of an international outcry) a Moscow lawyer, Leonid Popov, 
agreed to undertake the defence of Begun." 

Begun Told: "Plead Guilty" 
A problem, characteristic of Soviet justice in political cases, immediately arose. Advocate 

Popov told Begun that he was only prepared to undertake his defence if he pleaded guilty, albeit 
to the lesser charge of having violated Article 190-1 of the Criminal Code which covers 
"Circulation of Fabrications known to be False Which Defame the Soviet State and Social 
System." 

"When Begun insisted on his innocence of all wrong doing and demanded that the defence be 
conducted on this basis, Popov withdrew from the case," the Western petition notes. "It thus 
appears that Begun was deprived of the service of a counsel who was willing 'to make use of all 
means and methods of defence indicated in the law for explaining the circumstances tending to 
acquit the accused' as required by Article 51 of the CCP and Article 23 of the FCP, and that he 
had been in effect deprived of his right to defence. 

"On the first day of the trial, October 12, a Vladimir attorney appeared in court to defend 
Begun, but Begun, recognising the ineffectiveness of this last minute intervention, rejected the 
offer and requested and was granted permission to continue to act as his own defence counsel. In 
addition to effective defence counsel, Begun was also deprived of the right to present evidence 
and summon witnesses. Not a single witness appeared at the trial on behalf of Begun. Moreover, 
Begun appears to have been restricted in his right to question those who did appear, in violation 
of Article 283 of the Code of Criminal Procedure granting the right to interrogate all witnesses. 
Begun also appears not to have been granted the opportunity at any stage of the proceedings to 
present evidence proving that his assertions regarding the severe discrimination against Jewish 
culture and the Hebrew language were not slanderous fabrications which did not accord with 
reality." 

Breaches of Justice 
Another grievous breach of justice was the court's failure to conduct a complete and objective 

analysis of the circumstances of the case and respect the presumption of innocence of the 
accused as prescribed by Article 20 of the Soviet Code of Criminal Procedure. This obliges the 
court, procurator, investigator and person conducting the inquiry to take all legal measures "for 
a thorough, complete and objective analysis ... and expose circumstances tending both to 
convict and acquit the accused, as well as those tending to aggravate and to mitigate his guilt." 

These obligations were ignored. "The reason for Begun's activity was his deep sense of 
grievance and deprivation resulting from the denial of his right to emigrate (and his concomitant 
persecution for asserting it), and his right as a Soviet Jew of learning his national language and 
enjoying his national culture. All of the appeals, statements, lectures and other materials which 
Begun disseminated were directed solely at rectifying this injustice. Any thorough, complete 
and objective analysis of the circumstances of the case would have disclosed this fact. However, 
no witness or evidence were sought either during the investigation or at trial which might have 
revealed the objective reality underlying Begun's actions." The International Human Rights 
Law Group petition illustrates this omission by noting that Begun's request to call as witnesses 
the leading Chukchi writer Yuri Ryt'heu, and the celebrated Avari writer Rasul Gamzatov, to 
establish the degree of cultural discrimination. Also, his plea that he had acted exclusively in 
defence of Jewish rights "was briefly noted, cursorily dismissed and its factual basis ignored." 
The court's judgement, therefore, failed to comply with the requirement of Article 314 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure which specified that "the descriptive part of the judgement contain 
the reasons why the court has rejected evidence other than that on which its conclusions are 
founded." 

Violation of USSR Supreme Court Instruction 
A great many assumptions and suppositions that supported the prosecution's hypothesis of 

the alleged crime were assembled, and all evidence which tended to refute it was either 
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suppressed or ignored. The pre-trial investigator and the trial court "failed utterly to respect the 
principles of the presumption of innocence with respect to Begun.'-' Yet the obligation to 
observe these principles was enunciated in a guiding instruction by the Plenum of the USSR 
Supreme Court in 1978 which stated that it was necessary 

"strictly to observe the constitutional principle by which the accused (defendant) 
is considered innocent until his guilt has been proved according to law and is established by 
a court judgement that has entered into legal force ... A verdict of guilty cannot be founded 
on suppositions. All doubts that are impossible to dispel must be interpreted in favour of 
the accused." 

All this leads the Western jurists to the emphatic conclusion that if the investigator and the 
court had fulfilled their obligations under Article 20, Begun would have been acquitted since his 
actions "did not contain the elements of a crime" (in accordance with Article 309 of the Criminal 
Code). "Indeed, the indictment against him should have been quashed under Article 222 even 
prior to the trial for the same reason." 

Excessive Sentence 
They then go on to question what they describe as the "excessive, disproportionate and illegal 

punishment" imposed on Yosif Begun, the maximum sentence of seven years imprisonment and 
five years exile passed by the Vladimir Regional Court. "This punishment was 'clearly unjust in 
its extent' since it did not 'correspond with the gravity of the crime' or with the personality of the 
convicted person' in the terms of Article 345 of the Code of Criminal Procedure." The jurists 
argue that "even if the Vladimir Regional Court was determined to find Begun guilty, it should 
have taken into account the legitimate grievances underlying his actions and the lack of social 
danger implicit in Be gun's activity which was not violent and was directed to a very small part of 
the Soviet population." Also, the materials which figured in the case were, in the court's own 
judgement, prepared not later than 1978, at least, five years before the trial, and most of it had 
been confiscated by the police before Begun's first trial in 1977. The degree of social danger it 
represented could therefore hardly have been great by 1983. 

"The court appears to have been influenced in sentencing Begun by the fact that he had 
previously been twice convicted. But Begun's conviction for 'parasitism' in 1977 (and his 
subsequent conviction for malicious violation of passport rules which was based on it) are of 
highly questionable legality. The anti-parasite law has continually been the subject of criticism 
in the Committee of Experts of the International Labour Organisation since it conflicts with 
Convention No.29 concerning Forced or Compulsory Labour .. . Begun's second conviction 
was also based on an unpublished ex-postfacto decree and is therefore a violation of Article 15 of 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which provides that 'a heavier penalty 
shall not be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the criminal offence was 
committed.'" The court could have taken these factors into account in "other circumstances as 
mitigating responsibility", and erred in imposing the maximum sentence on Begun. 

On the basis of these arguments, the International Human Rights Law group petition 
submitted that the judgement effected against Yosif Begun should be vacated in accordance 
with Article 379 of the Soviet Code of Criminal Procedure. (It also cites Articles 342, 343, 344, 
345, 346 and 347 of the C. C.P. ). The crucial aspects in which justice was found to be remiss was 
summarised as follows: 

1) the one-sidedness or incompleteness of the inquiry or of the preliminary or judicial 
investigation; 

2) the lack of correspondence of the court's findings set forth in the judgement and the factual 
circumstances of the case; 

3) the substantial violation of the criminal procedure law; 
4) the incorrect application of the criminal law; 
5) the lack of correspondence of the punishment assigned by the court with the gravity of the 

crime or the personality of the invited person. 
"For the above reasons, and in the name of justice and legality," the petition concludes, "we 

respectfully ask the Prosecutor General of the USSR to exercise his power under the USSR 
statute on the Procurancy, Articles 23 and 325 and Article 371 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure of the RSFSR, to protest the judgement of the Vladimir Regional Court of October 
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14, 1983 and the decision of the Supreme Court of the RSFSR on appeal from the 
aforementioned judgement and to vacate the judgement. Alternatively. the Prosecutor General 
of the USSR is requested to take whatever other action in this matter the interests of justice may 
require." The 23 signatories include academic and practising international lawyers from the 
United States, Canada, Britain, France, Italy and Israel. 

Subjected to Vindictive Harassment 
In the meantime, Yosif Begun is languishing in the dreaded Chistopol Prison of the remote 

Tatar republic, notorious as the place of confinement where Anatoly Shcharansky endured 
some of his cruellest torments. Chistopol is used to break the resolve of those stubborn spirits 
who remain undefeated by the harsh rigours of existence in the Gulag Archipelago. The regime 
of extra-punishment practised by its jailers has earned the prison the soubriquet of a "hell on 
earth" by those who have lived to tell the tale. Begun has been incarcerated there since April 3, 
1985 when the regional court of the Perm Labour Camp sentenced him to serve three years there 
for unspecified breaches of camp regulations. This culminated a vindictive campaign of 
harassment inflicted on him ever since his twelve year sentence was pronounced. 

Yosif Begun's long ordeal at the hands of the Soviet secret police and the judicial authorities 
began when he was 39 years old, the age when Shcharansky was finally released to the West in 
the sensational great spy swap (despite the fact that Shcharansky's sentence for spying was a 
trumped-up affair). Unless Begun is also released, he will be 62 when his sentence is completed, 
and he will effectively have endured a 23 year period of persecution by the Soviet State. The 
campaign for his freedom must be stepped up by every available means. 

Printed by M&TJ LTD. LONDON 
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BOB* DOLE 
KANSAS 

Morris Abram 
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~ .-1' >F,J 

tinittd ~tatt.s £'matt 
OFFICE OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

. WASHINGTON, DC 20510 
April 29, 1986 

Chairman, National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
2027 Massachusetts Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Friend: 

A front page article recently appeared in the Washington 
Times stating that I urged the removal of trade restrictions 
against the Soviet Union and, specifically, "called for lifting 
the Jackson/Vanik amendment" during a speech before the American 
Committee on East-West Accord. I wanted to let you know that the 
article was flatout wrong. 

This irresponsible article was written by a reporter who was 
not even present during my speech. I am enclosing for your 
information my unedited, verbatim remarks. My comments 
concerning Jackson-Vanik appear on pp. 5-7. I am also enclosing 
my letter of protest to the editor of the Washington Times. 

J. "LTU-SL. '"Ltr•2s~ -n<=i'-~""Ii"B.J.s ·v.-J..-J.l ·ne sui:i':Lc':Lemt 't.o -sE·t. 't:b;e "IE"~-:.-.::,. 

straight. As I have stated on a number of occasions, I firmly 
believe that we need to search for new and better ways to 
increase Jewish emigration and to improve human rights behind the 
iron curtain. Indeed, only 47 Jews were permitted to emigrate 
last month. At the same time, I have no intention of proposing 
or supporting any new policy unless I am sure it has broad, 
bipartisan support and the desired effect on Soviet behavior. 

I am encouraged by signs that some JEjwish leaders may be 
willing to take another look at Jackson-tanik. It is in our best 
interests to find some way out of the current cycle whereby the 
U.S. refuses to ease trade restrictions because of the Soviet's 
abysmal record on Jewish emigration and the Soviets refuse to 
improve Jewish emigration in protest of U.S. trade restrictions. 

Some have suggested a temporary, ·experimental easing of 
Jackson-Vanik restrictions to break the cycle. On the other 
hand, maybe what we need to do is get tougher with the Soviets. 
Above all, we must search for more effective alternatives. As 
you know, despite the well-publicized release of a few of the 
better known Refuseniks, for most Soviet Jews wishing to 
emigrate, matters are only getting worse. 
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Over the past several months, my office has been in regular 
contact with representatives of the Jewish community on this 
issue. I know that sloppy reporting will in no way damage the 
good working relationship we enjoy. I have always worked with 
American Jewish groups on the Soviet Jewry question, and will 
continue to do so. 
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Letters 
Se11. Dole clarifies trade renzarl<S 

, I 

Viets for one year. See what happens. 
If the Soviets loosen up on emigra-. 
tlon, extend the suspension for an-

Reporter Halph Hallow, the hend
line writer of his April 28 article, and 
}'our editorial writers did your read
er~ and me a real disservice on April 
28 and 29 with their flat-out erro
neous accounts of my position on the 
Jackson-Vanik amendment. 

So let's set the record straight. I 
am not "urging" the removal of 
trade restrictions against the Soviet 
Union, nor have I "called for lifting 
the Jackson-Vanik amendment 
trndc and credit restrictions agninst 
the Soviet Union." The facts clearly 
show thnt Mr. llollow was jumping 
lo conclu~ions based on second-hand 
and third -hand accounts; he was not 
present during my remarks to the 
American Committe on East-\\'cst 
;\crnrd. 

Unfortunately, an editorial writer 
pt·nned n stiniiing opinion piece 
liast'd on the sloppy reporting in !\Ir. 
I tallow's 1\pril 28 article. Thus, the 
l'dilorial entitled "Sen. Dole's re
nwrkahle idea" Is a triple embar
rn~~ment for 11te \Vctsltingtnn Times: 
first, it is a de:id wrong 11ccount of 
my position on the Jnckson-Vunik 
arncnd111c11t; second, it is bnscd on 
Mr. lfallow's inaccurate story; and 
third, it appears on the same day Tlte 

Times ran a story correcting Mon· other year, and so forth . This might 
day's erroneous account. get us out of the circular deadlock 

we are now In - where they won 't 
The following ore verbatim re- loosen up on emigration under the 

marks from my speech to the East· · threat of Jackson-Yanik, and we will 
West forum: not repeal Jackson-Yanik because 

"The bottom line on changing they won't loosen up on emigration. 
Jackson-Yanik Is this: 1 don't know 
of anybody in the Senate. the Senate "We need 10 look for some way to 
Finance Committee, who is seeking fashion some new approach to what 
to walk out there 11lone without some I consider 8 very serious problem. 

Maybe it will be resolved at the high-
evidcnce that there Is going to be est levels,:nrnybe between the pres· 
some broadbased !mpport · · · !dent of the United States and Mi-

"The Soviets, as you know, peren- khail Gorbnchev· al their next 
ninlly object to the U.S. denial of meeting or the next one. 
Most Favored N:ition s111tus under "You know they have a lot of other 
the Jackson-Ynnik amendment. arcos to discuss, but certainly In ad-
Since the amendment WAS passed in dition to arms control this Is of 
1974, I think It ts fnir to say it has met greater Interest to many, many peo-
wirh mixed results. The Soviets are rte, mnny business men and women, 
offended by the fnct that we try to many corporations, many who are 
Impose restriction~ nnd try to say trying 10 Improve our relationship 
'unless you do this \\'e arr. r.ol going with the Soviet Union_ not just for 
to trade with you .' That is resented their economic gain but for wh.it 
b~· the Soviet Union . On the other they consider to be a necessity and a 
hand, we are concerned about hu· hope that we can live with each other 
man rights"· ·- · · · · · .,· • ..::~~..... ·; In peace for thcnexf~CJ or 100 y'ear!i ." 

"There are n number of options, 
and I sure there ore a number of ROBERT DOLE 
suggestions in this nudience. One ap- Majority Lead!!r 
proach would be to suspend the US Senate 
Jackson-Yanik ns upplicd to the So- Washington 

;i. 
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"U.S.-Soviet Trade from the Congressional View" 

REMARKS OF SENATOR ROBERT J. DOLE, April 24, 1986, Washington, D.C. 
(Introduced by William G. Miller, Chief Executive Officer, ACEWA) 

(Acknowledges introduction) Thank you very much, Bill . appreciate thJ t 

pretty much the way we had gone over it. You got it right. (Laughter) 

I'm very glad to be here. I'm not sure what the media is all around here for. 

I wasn't going to say anything. You must have another program following this 

one. (Laughter) 

The Senate is in session today. That's the bad news. The good news is we're 

not going to stay in too long and we'll not be in tomorrow but we'll be back on 

Monday. We're looking at the budget right now. I'm not here to talk about the 

budget, but quickly just to give you a thumb-nail sketch of where we are 

many of you already know and what we're doing, and that wouldn't take long to 

tell you that (laughter). But there is a lot of precedence for doing nothing, 

and we wouldn't want to break the mold. So we are struggling with the budget 

as we do every year. We'll be struggling with it for some time as we do every 

year. We have tax reform in the Finance Committee. Up until this morning we 

have been meeting in the sunshine. Starting this morning, with Chairman Packwood, 

we are now meeting in the back room, in what guess you would call a closed 

session to see whether tax reform will be able to fly. So we're looking at those 

two basic issues which are with us all the time. But I would also indicate to 

this group that we're looking at another issue, a broader issue, hopefully not 

a partisan issue, under the general headi~g of trade--which means many different 

things to many different people. 

To some of us who are running in 1986, as I am, and to others in the Congress, 

it means how do we protect, or how do we help--! don't mean to use that word 

"protect," it may have the wrong meaning! (Laughter). How do we assist our 

constituents who are tryin g to sell their products overseas, who believe they 



-2-

are competitive and believe they should have access to markets around the world. 

I would only say this, it is bipartisan. It is not a partisan issue. I hope it 

does not become a partisan issue. As many of you know, on the House side the 

Ways and Means are engaged trying to mark up a trade bill. We had an experience 

yesterday in the Finance Committee whether or not we should enter into negotiations 

with Canada on a free trade agreement. The question is whether we should disapprove 

the resolution. The vote was 10 to 10. The President won on a tie vote. It was 

after a lot of heavy work and lobbying. In the last analysis, Senator Matsanaga 

decided to vote with the rest of us to give us 10 and the opponents had 10. That 1 s 

an indication in itself. Not that we have any problems with Canada. Very clearly 

everybody praised Canada and all the great things in our friendship, our border--

we have a few trade problems but not generally with the government. We have good 

relations. And then proceeded to vote against them. They did it because of 

their frustration, I assume, with the Administration, as we have been frustrated 

with other Administrations when it comes to trade. 

I guess we have a narrow view. If you come from farm country and you can't sell 

your commodities overseas. Or if you've lost your job if you're in the textile 

area or the steel area. There are a lot of reasons that would lead us to believe 

we ought to do better on the trade side. 

We have a rather simple view of trade, many of us. We are not particularly expert, 

but we are running for election and ree1ection from time to time--which many of the. 

experts. do not do. Ours is simple to the extent that we believe that if we are 

competitive that we should have access to markets if those same countries where 

they are competitive have access to our markets. It is hard to explain to people 

in my state why we don'th~~~ess in certain countries to their markets,when they 

appear to have unlimited access to ours where they are competitive. I must say 

that it is particularly difficult coming from a farm state where we find ourselves 
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in almost a state of depression in parts of the farm belt because of lack of 

exports, low prices, the high dollar, whatever. It is changing I think, finally, 

for the better. But I have observed when I have gone home from time to time 

and gone to town meetings, not frequently but a few times, have had a few 

farmers in the front row and they had caps on and across the front it said 

"Dump Dole." We immediately put them down as "undecided." (laughter) But 

it is an indication of the farmers' frustration. I'm not certain they dislike 

Bob Dole--maybe they do--but they want somebody's attention. 

I will just say in a general way that I assume there will be some trade legis-

lation this year, hopefully with the Administration's support. But with or 

without the Administration's support I have a feeling that something will pass. 

Whether or not it will be vetoed or signed I'm not certain. 

But let me be a little more specific, because I know where I am and I know you 

are interested in East-West trade. I know that many here are hoping that there 

are some opportunities with the Soviet Union in particular. I think that first 

of all we have to understand that we are not interested in giving the Soviets 

high technology. There are certain limits that we believe are in our own national 

interest. We wonder how many more Americans may have lost their lives in Libya 

had theJtfi~dl~~¥~~flequipment. So we are a little leery about people trying to 

tell us not to worry about technology because we believe we can control that. 

So I must start off with that caveat. I think the Soviets have greatly increased 

their military capabilities. They would certainly like to have our technology. 

There m.ay be some of it we can spare. But when it gets into the high tech and 

some of these areas, then I think we have to draw the line. 

I also believe--though I am not the expert, I am on the Finance Committee and I am 

on the Trade Subcommittee, and have spent some time on the issue--as I look at the 



Soviet Union, and again, I hope that someday there may be everlasting frien dship, 

and I am certainly encouraged by the first visit that President Reagan and Secre-

tary Gorbachev had and I hope there is a second visit, whether it comes before 

or after the election I don't think makes much difference. It appears now that 

it is more likely to come after the election just looking at the calendar, 

looking at the President's schedule, and looking at the latest move by the Soviets. 

But in any event, we believe that dialogue is very important. We believe that 

even in the farm belt that trade might improve and mutual advantage to both the 

Soviets and the United States and the American farmer, for example, if we continue 

to have the dialogue and continue to break down some of the barriers and some of 

the notions that we have about one another. 

But we are hopefully not naive. Not speaking as someone who wants to trade with 

the Soviets:Ps8~~B~ea~ho wants to improve our relationship, but speaking as a 

member of the Congress. As far as I can determine there are only two reasons 

for expanding trade with the Soviet Union. One is economic and one is political. 

Some have more interest in the economics than the politics. The economic benefits 

that normally flow from trade apply to trade with the Soviets. But we must keep 

in mind that declining world energy prices probably limited what the Soviets might 

have available in any event. Now who knows what the oil prices may finally do, 

but 1 would guess that they sharply reduced the hard currency earnings in the 

Soviet Union and the ability of the Soviets to engage in trade with the West. 

Maybe it is temporary, maybe it's lasting. I don't know. 

The pol~tical benefits of trade with the Soviets are probably less clear. 

think it is rather clear that the Soviets have a record of subordinating their 

economic interests to political ends . . While we would like to think that trade 

ties normally bring countries together, and people together, whatever, we are 
.. 

not certain that is the case with the Soviet Union. But there is some evidence 



that behind all the dogma the Soviets have an interest. And the fact is their 

desire to trade with the West is not just economic but for political reasons 

as well. Their interest in participating in GATT as an observer, their interest 

in MFN treatment is certainly in my view another piece of evidence they want to 

be accepted as equals in the world of trading nations. don't think we should 

ignore these approaches. To me if they are signals they should be pursued. We 

should determine what the final result might be and what their real purpose might 

be. 

The Soviets, as you know, perennially object to the U.S. denial of MFN under the 

Jackson-Vanik Amendment. Since the Jackson-Vanik Amendment was passed in 1974, 

I think it is fair to say it has met with mixed results. The Soviets are offended 

by the fact that we try to impose restrictions and try to say "unless you do this, 

we are not going to trade with you." That is resented by the Soviet Union. On 

the other hand, we are concerned about human rights. And the very basic human 

right is the right to emigrate, even if it happens in the Soviet Union. We have 

a right to respond in some way, and this is the way chosen-- an amendment by 

the late Senator Jackson and now-retired Congressman Charlie Vanik. 

I wanted to explore Jackson-Vanik, I think it was about three years ago, and 

had a brief hearing in the Senate Finance Committee. I remember Senator Jackson 

appearing at that hearing and indicating that we shouldn't change anything. 

Whether it was working as well as we had hoped, he still felt it was a statement 

that needed to be made year after year ·after year by the Congress on the subject 

of human rights, even if those people happened to reside in the Soviet Union. 

Many of us believe, and again it is not a partisan issue--I don't think it is 

an issue in this audience, as I said the right to emigrate is a fundamental right-

and I think the Congress is unlikely to turn a deaf ear to the Soviet abuse of 

this right. So what do we do about it. 
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There are a number of options, and I am sure there are a number of suggestions 

in this audience. One approach would be to suspend the Jackson-Vanik as applied 

to the Soviets for one year. See what happens. If the Soviets loosen up on 

emigration, extend the suspension for another year, and so forth. This might 

get us out of the circular deadlock we are now in --where they won 1 t loosen 

up on emigration under the threat of Jackson-Vanik, and we will not repeal 

Jackson-Vanik because they won't loosen up on emigration. We need to look for 

some way. to fashion some new approach to what I consider a very serious problem. 

Maybe it will be resolved at the highest· levels, maybe between the President 

of the United States and Mr. Gorbachev at their next meeting or the next one. 

You know they have a lot of other areas to discuss, but certainly in addition 

to arms control this is of great interest to many, many people, many business 

men and women, many corporations, many who are try1ng to improve our relationship 

with the Soviet Union--not just for their economic gain but what they consider to 

be a necessity and a hope that we can live with each other in peace for the 

next fifty or one hundred years. 

So I would just suggest that we are aware of the problem. We are aware of how 

much U.S. trade we have with the centrally planned economies. We have a little 

surplus with the USSR, about 2.7 billion dollars in '84, so we have a little the 

better of it. · But I would just suggest in the overall trade debate to take 

place this year, there may be room for some discussion or recognition of a fact 

to at least go back and take another look at Jackson-Vanik. There is no question 

in my mind that in order to make any change there is going to have to be a change 

in attitude of many groups in this country. Some believe very firmly that we 

shouldn't change it one bit--that there shouldn't be a suspension, there should 

not be anything that deviates from the Jackson-Vanik Amendment. But I do see 

some signs of a change in attitude among some of the Jewish leaders in America 

who now believe that perhaps there might be some other approach. So would 



guess that whether or not anything is done would depend on the attitude of 

many leaders in that area, and also the Administration. We don't know what 

the Administration, what the President's policy might be in this area. 

don't know of anybody in the Senate, the Seoate Finance Comrnittee, who is -
seeking to walk out there alone without some evidence that there is going to 

~~;:n::-::-;-:"7:"===-~~-:::-:- --be s""tirne broadbased support--bipartisan support, support of the Administration, 

support of the groups directly involved, support of the business groups, and --- . -- ---support of many conservative groups that have a little different view on particu-

larly the high tech area that I stated. 

I fhink it was President Eisenhower who said that he would be willing to sell 

the Russians anything they couldn't shoot back at us. That is how some of us 

from the farm states justify grain sales and other things of that kind. It was 

repeated by Hubert Humphrey; in fact I think he inserted that everytime he 

talked about exports. The other theory was that if they are going to spend 

their hard currency, why not spend it on food. I know that some in this audience 

have other ideas on how they could spe~d it, not just on food. 

So I would guess that we haven't made any great changes. We like to believe 

that we are a good supplier. We have some products the Soviets might want if 

they have the money to pay for it. So I am just suggesting as one member of 

the Senate Finance Committee and the Trade Subcommittee that we are certainly 

aware of some of the desires of this group and;~~ti1~~Yto be responsive, keeping 

in mind, I think, what I stated at the ·outset. I don't believe that there is 

anywhere near a majority in the Congress who are yet willing to embrace some 

of the ideas being proposed by the Soviet leaders. We have yet to see any 

real demonstration of their concern--at least as we see it, they may have just 

the opposite view--whether it is ar~s control or cooperation against international 

terrorism, or whatever it may be. I would guess that until the President and 

Mr. Gorbachev continue their dialogue and actually have some concrete results 

that attitude is not going to change. 
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Mr. Gorbachev continue their dialogue and actually have some concrete results, 

that attitude is not going to change. There are many in the Senate, not all 

Republicans but Republicans and Democrats,who pretty much share this view. 

We want to make progress, but our definition of progress might be a bit different 

from yours. Sometimes progress is not changing. To others progress is changing, 
. 

moving in one direction or the other. I just hope that we can work together 

with this Committee and others. 

I might have a little time for some questions. I might not have the answer, but 

I could mail it to you. 

Q: Would you be a little more specific on the trade bill you mentioned .. how 

that is being played out ... how hard a fight you think it's going to be? 

A: Well I was in a meeting yesterday at 1 :45 at the White House when the 

President met with about eight Senators, trying to convince them to help him 

out on the Canadian proposal. Out of the eight, one finally did--Senator 

Matsanaga. Again, the President indicated to Senator Matsanaga quite clearly 

that he had gotten the message. The message was that many of us in the Senate 

don't feel we have been ~roperly consulted by the Administration. We don't 

always mean the President, because he can't consult on everything. We have 

the highest regard for Secretary Baldrige and Ambassador Yeutter, the USTR, 

and all that. A couple of things we're looking at ... we're looking at a whole 

host of things, including mandating that the President take certain actions if 

we find that certain unfair trade practices have taken place. In effect, 

revising section 201 and 301. I don't think any Administration could support 

that. But these are the kinds of things we have in mind. I would hope that the 

trade debate does not become politicized and not become a partisan issue before 

the'86 election. We don't believe it will on the Senate side. the We haveAoutstand-

ing leadership of Senators Danforth and Bentsen, the Chairman and ranking member 

on the trade subcommittee. We may let some of our parochial views show from 



time to time, but I think generally we have an objective view of what should 

be done. 

Q: Do you think the Soviet Union should pay for what it imports from us in 

hard currency, or what would be your position on selling on credit to the 

Soviets. And secondly, what do you feel about the fact that the trade balance 

with Romania and some other countriS~~hgsf~~e~e~~gativ.e. Just from a financial 

and trade balance point of view? 

A: I think that we have found in the pa~t ... I don't have the figures here ... 

that the· Soviets have been pretty good in repayment. There haven't been any 

problems, whether it's cash up front or solid credit terms. We haven't had any 

problems with that. I think I would leave that up to the Administration that 

might be undertaking that proposal. We are concerned about our trade deficits. 

I don't have the figures on Romania. (Turns to Dr. Susanne Lotarski, Department 

of Commerce) Have we had a trade deficit with Romania? 

Lotarski: The last couple of years it has been a deficit. 

A: It is not large compared to what we are facing in other countries. We can't 

always expect X for X. There are always going to be trade imbalances in some 

countries. I would like to think that overall there is some sort of balance. 

We haven't had that balance primarily because of our big deficit with Canada 

and the bigger deficit with Japan. I am not certain that is a big factor. 

Q: I wonder if you would comment on the status of U.S. agriculture. Certainly 

through the years U.S. agriculture has been losing its market share overseas. 
China is selling soybeans to Japan now, and there is a glut in the market. 
Do you feel that U.S. agriculture is still competitive and can improve its posture 

in coming years? 

A: I picked up last Sunday's paper.> I think it was, saying that farm exports had 

dropped another 20 percent. You bring that back to the farmer, who is already 

in a depressed situation. It's pretty tough. They tell the story in Iowa -

was out there recently checking on Bush and Kemp .. {laughter) I was visiting 



• > ~ 

- I U-

with this farmer who said "I've got to tell you about my neighbor. He was 

arrested for child abuse." I said "whilt happened?" He said "well, he gave 

his farm to his son." (laughter) That's how tough it is out there in parts 

of the country. All we need to further depress the market price which is 

already depressed, is not to be able to export. Now we have this new farm 

bill. $53 bill ion signed by the President on December. 23, and the cost has 

been reestimated at $60 billion over three years. In that particular bill 

there are literally billions of dollars for export programs. We have the so-

called "bicep" program. The export enhancement program. Again we have a 

problem there with the Soviet Union, who says "we're not going to buy it from 

you because we don't get the bonuses." We have a philosophical /ideological 

difference. We shouldn't subsidize the Soviets at all. Of course, that sort of 

pits the farmers against other conservatives. Farmers consider themselves to 

be conservatives. So I am not certain how it's going to work. We have lost a 

l t f k t h r,oingt th b d .. thatp 'd t N' o o our mare s ares. M5acK o e soy ean ec1s1on ,.. res1 en ixon 

made with Brazil, we lost a lot of our markets. So we haven't had much luck 

with our on again/off again embargoes. Very frankly~our price support structure 

in effect did ourselves in. We have changed in our new farm bill the direction 

of price supports. Now they are going to be flexible. Now they are going to 

be low. Hopefully they are going to be competitive with other countries. And 

hopefully we can export some of the $8 billion of surplus grain we have by 

using an export program which would in effect tell a country "if you've been 

a purchaser, and you buy from us, we'll give you a bonus -- unless you are 

the Soviet Union." You know that presents a real problem. Maybe the President 

and Mr. Gorbachev can ... well, that's a small detail, but it's rather important. 

Well, we have a meeting at the White House at l :45, to thank the ten of us who 

helped the President on the Canadian vote yesterday. The President leaves 
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tomorrow for Tokyo. lt takes him a while to get there. He will stop in L.A. 

for one night, in Hawaii for two nights, Bali a couple of nights. (laughter) 

We told the President to leave his number in case we needed him. We are on 

the budget, and taxes, and all of these things are coming in focus all at once. 

I told the President this morning that if I really got into deep trouble I'd 

check with the Secretary of Transportation. (~e~~~Sst)& 

* * * 


