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Michael Gale 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Michael: 

August 9, 1982 

Congratulations on your new position. I'm sure 
these must be busy and troubled days for you. 

Presently I am the Associate 
of Councils for Soviet Jews, 
here since June. I h~ve put 
so you will be receiving our 
and bi-monthly magazines. 

Director of the Union 
and have been working 
you on our mailing list 
weekly ALERT newsletters 

On September 10-13 we are holding our Annual Meeting 
at the Washington Sheraton, and would like to invite 
you to be our key-note speaker, either at the Saturday 
or Sunday luncheon sessions, at your convenience. 
One hundred and fifty Jewish leaders from across the 
U.S., Britain, Canada, France & Israel will be attending 
the meeting. We would ask you to discuss the 
Administration's policy on Soviet Jewry for approximately 
thirty minutes, to be followed by questions and answers 
if it is agreeable to you. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest 
convenience. With kind regards. 

G) ~ Sincerely yours, 

1tt4 ']~ ~ 
-,... ohMus.11}t . ~ . 

..Y \)Judith Slavin ~~ 

\ ~~\l.~~~~ Associate Director ) ~itt! Ji'9 

JS/sh~~ · ~ Q...\t~ ,.J .,~ 
"~t;-h ~ ·~JJ 
~ ~ ~ ~ \!)~.Jiu.. --1A>· f~· J' 'o 
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February 10, 198J 

Mr. Michael Gale 

Liason to Jewish Committee 
from President Reagan 
The White House Executive Office 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Gale, 

Enclosed is a copy of a news release issued by 

the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews, in which 

Margaret Thatcher, Prime Minister of Great Bri­

tain, wrote to Mrs. Avital Shcharansky, wife of 

the famed Prisoner of Conscience Anatoly Shchar­

ansky, who is on a prolonged hunger strike in 

Chistopol Prison in the Soviet Union. 

I am wondering if President Reagan would like 

to make a similar statement or write a letter 

to Mrs. Shcharansky for a press release. 

I enjoyed meeting you at our recent meeting in 

Washington, and I hope to see you when I come 

to Washington again. 

Sincerely, ~-

~ /Y'ij~ 
Lillian Hoffman 

LH/pd 

Encl. 

Member of the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews 
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NEWS RELEASE 
Union of Councils for Soviet Jews 
1411 JC Street, NW, Washington. DC 20005 

Date: January 24, 1983 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Judith E. Slavin, Associate Director 
UCSJ (202) 393-4117 

'l'\.,.~•-ho"':"' l:"YT'\"!'"ac::-o.:: rf'\..,,...,...,.'!"l !>bQn-t" C::hr-n~..,.~nc::1ry 
.1..i..1.c;a..'""\-. ... -- --··t;'- --:>-- ..... ..,.a.;."""--·- - -- ~- ... ·-·--- ... .- ...... , ..... [ 

WASHINGTON--The Union of Councils for Soviet Jews today released a 
letter from British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher to Avita! Shcharansky, 
wife of Prisoner of Conscience Anatoly Shcharansky. Text follows: 

"My dear Mrs. Shcharansky, 

We are concerned with the condition of your husband who is presently on 
hunger strike in a Soviet labor camp. 

As I told you when you came to see me in Hay 1981, I warmly support you 
in your efforts to secure the release of your husband from imprisonment. 
Your husband's case has caught the imagination cf people of many faiths 
and nationalities, symbolizing as it does the right of every citizen to 
the basic freedoms of movement and non-violent dissent. Her Majesty's 
government has on several occasions raised your husband's case with the 
Soviet authorities, pointing out the effect of British public opinion 
of his continued imprisonment. A decision by the new Soviet leadership 
to release your husband and allow him to join you in Israel would be 
not only an humanitarian gesture but also a step towards better East-West 
relations. 

I earnestly hope that they will now take this s~ep. I welcome you to 
London and send you my best wishes for 1983, which I hope will be a year 
of happiness for you and your family." 

Yours sincerely, 
Margaret Thatcher, Prime Minister 
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Mr. :Michael Gale 
The White House 
Washington, D.C . 
I~ 

Dear~ 

April 14, 1983 

20500 

I invite you to a symposium on U.S.-Soviet relations, 
jointly sponsored by the Georgetown Center for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) and 
the UCSJ. This meeting will be held Monday, 
May 9, 1983 from 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. in the 
Wadsworth Room at CSIS, 1800 K Street, N.W. 

At the morning session of the · symposium, we will 
focus on Sovi~t internal factors, specifically the 
Brezhnev succession, human rights and dissent, and the 
Soviet economy. Lunch will be devoted to arms 
control and national security issues, with Brent Scowcroft, 
Chairman of the President's Commission on Strategic 
Forces, as keynote speaker. During the afternoon, 
we will attempt to develop policy solutions in each 
area of U.S.-Soviet relations. 

Among the participants at this symposium are 
Elliott Abrams, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs; William Hyland, 
former Deputy National Security Adviser in the Nixon 
and Ford Administrations; Fritz Ermarth, former 
National Security Counci l official in the Carter 
Administration; John Hardt of the Congressional Research 
Service; and Nobel Laureate Arno Penzias of Bell 
Laboratories. 

All remarks, with the exception of the lunch, are off 
the record. .Please let the UCSJ office know if you 
will attend by calling Judith Slavin, 393-4117. 

I look forward to seeing you on May 9. 

LS:csb 

Sincerely, 

~ 
LYNN SINGER 
President 

With kind regards. 





INTRODUCTION 
The Union of Councils for Soviet Jews (UCSJ), found­

ed in 1970, is the oldest and largest non-student 
organization in the United States representing the rights 
and interests of Soviet Jews. It is a grass roots organiza­
tion composed of thirty-two membership councils and 
over 50,000 individual members across the country. The 
Union is solely concerned with the plight of Soviet Jews 
and is dedicated to further the cause of human rights 
and freedom of emigration for all Soviet Jews. 

The Union of Councils for Soviet Jews was founded I HISTORY 
by six community Soviet Jewry groups in 1970. This 
confederation, under the leadership of NASA scientist 
Louis Rosenblum, realized the need for better in-
tragroup communication and resource sharing, as well 
as the increased effectiveness that comes with a broad-
based grass roots organization. 

In the past decade, UCSJ grew into an umbrella 
organization encompassing member councils in thirty­
two U.S. cities. UCSJ is also part of an international net­
work of Soviet Jewry groups in Israel, Canada, Great 
Britain and France. The phenomenal growth of the 
Union in recent years has been accompanied by the for­
mation of a prestigious Advisory Board, the hiring of 
office personnel in Washington, D.C. and Israel, publica­
tion of the Alert and the Quarterly Report, as well as 
the implementation of many other innovative programs 
on behalf of Soviet Jews. 

UCSJ still considers resource sharing and intragroup 
communication as primary functions. The UCSJ does 
not mandate policies or programs for its members; 
rather, it provides a forum for discussion of political and 
programmatic ideas, and serves as a crisis center when 
immediate action on an issue is required. Close contact 
with the USSR refusenik community and Jewish 
emigres in Israel provides critical input into the UCSJ 
decision making process. 



. ACTIVITIES • The UCSJ maintains the most extensive com­
puterized data base in the United States for tracking 
refuseniks and their families. We are able to provide up­
to-the-minute news of aggressions and persecutions of 
refuseniks to our councils and Congressional support 
people, so that they can respond quickly to Soviet an­
tagonism toward Jews. An updated computerized listing 
of refuseniks, including addresses, telephone numbers, 
occupations and visa refusal dates is maintained and up­
dated on a regular basis. 

• The UCSJ and its councils organize and support ma­
jor efforts towar...: •he education of state and local of­
ficials, Members of Congress and their aides and White 
House Administration personnel about the current 
Soviet Jewry situation. The UCSJ conducted the Fourth 
Biennial Congressional Briefing on Soviet Jewry on 
Wednesday, January 26, 1983. The briefing was highly 
successful and was attended by more than 225 Members 
of Congress, Congressional aides and representatives 
of the human rights and foreign policy communities. 

• The UCSJ is responsible for the national coordina­
tion of activities on behalf of prisoner of conscience 
Anatoly Scharansky. In 1979, the UCSJ sponsored a 
nationwide tour for Anatoly's wife, Avita!, who sought 
American aid in freeing her imprisoned husband. In 
1980 she spoke to delegates of the Helsinki Review Con· 
ference in Madrid under the sponsorship of UCSJ. The 
UCSJ's International Committee for the Release of 
Anatoly Scharansky has placed appeals on his behalf 
in the Washington Post, New York Times and other ma­
jor newspapers. Hundreds of thousands of postcards and 
telegrams have been distributed in special emergency 
campaigns designed to increase public awareness of 
Anatoly's plight. In addition, several other campaigns 
have been launched for prisoners of conscience losef 
Begun, Victor Brailovsky and Lev Elbert. 

• The UCSJ works with professional groups of scien­
tists, lawyers, medical professionals, mathematicians 
and computer scientists to develop campaigns which 
bring to light violations of professional ethics, such as 
psychiatric abuse and illegal detainment. 

• The UCSJ sponsors the Congressional Vigil for 
Soviet Jewry. The Vigil, now entering its eighth year, 
is a program designed to recognize and record the ef- . 
forts of brave refuseniks and prisoners of conscience. 
Each week throughout the 98th Congress, statements 
regarding specific Soviet Jewry cases are entered into 
the Congressional Record by Members who have 
adopted a refusenik family or individual. The Vigil has 
been a particularly useful vehicle for bi-partisan Congres-

sional involvement with the Soviet Jewry movement. 
Representative Timothy E. Wirth (D-CO) is the Chair· 
man of the 1983 CCf'ngressional Vigil for Soviet Jewry. 

• The UCSJ advi~es government officials, scientists, 
reporters and representatives from councils who travel 
to the Soviet Union about critical Soviet Jewry cases. 
Such trips offer the visitors a first-hand encounter with 
the realities of a refusenik's situation and make a state· 
ment to Soviet officials about U.S. solidarity with the 
plight of refuseniks. 

• The UCSJ published the first weekly newsletter on 
Soviet Jewry in the United States. The Alert includes 
recent news from the Soviet Union, developments in the 
West affecting Soviet Jews, council activities and rele­
vant articles from newspapers and magazines around 
the country. The Alert is distributed to all counc_ils. 

• The UCSJ also publishes the Quarterly Report which 
is circulated to the national membership, represen­
tatives on Capitol Hill, synagogues, Federations, Com­
munity Relations Councils and Rabbis. 

• The UCSJ organized a medical mobilization net· 
work to provide supportive health care for those Soviet 
Jews who cannot obtain adequate medical attention. 

• In 1980, the UCSJ established the Robert F. Drinan 
Human Rights Information Center in Madrid during the 
review of the Helsinki Accords. The activities of the 
Center included disseminating information to the con­
ference delegates and the press, as well as providing a 
forum for human rights activists to publicize their con­
cerns. U.S. government officials and other human rights 
activists felt the UCSJ was the most effective non­
governmental organization at the review meeting. 

• The UCSJ sponsors two programs designed to 
educate and involve American families in the cause of 
Soviet Jewry: Adopt-A-Family/Prisoner Program (in its 
eleventh year) and Bar/Bat Mitzvah Twinning Program 
(in its eighth year). Both of these programs pair 
American families with Soviet Jews for the purpose of 
correspondence, emotional support and mutual celebra­
tion of holidays and events. 

ACTIVITIES 



QUESTIONS 
& 

ANSWERS 

What are some of the unique programs? 
1) The International Committee for the Release of 

Anatoly Scharansky 
2) The Congressional Vigil 
3) The Medical Mobilization for Soviet Jewry 
4) The Robert F. Drinan Human Rights Information 

Center in Madrid 
5) The national Soviet Jewry Adopt-A-Family Data 

Bank 
6) The Telegram Bank 
7) International Parliamentary Group (IPG) 
8) The Right to Identity Cultural Aid program 
9) The Alert and the Quarterly Report 

10) Bar and Bat Mitzvah Twinnings 

What types of programs does the UCSJ have in 
Washington, D.C.? 

1) Biennial Congressional Briefings 
2) The UCSJ Congressional Vigil, in which Con­

gressmen adopt a refusenik or POC family and 
record a statement regularly into the Congres­
sional record 

3) The UCSJ Senatorial Vigil 
4) Briefings and debriefings of legislators who 

travel to the Soviet Union 
5) Special briefings are held whenever appropriate, 

such as before the recent conferences in Madrid 
to review the Helsinki Accords 

6) Symposium on U.S.-Soviet relations 
7) Organize annual meeting in Israel 

What is the UCSJ doing today to reach out to the 
American Jewish community? 
First, we are reaching out to tens of thousands of in­
dividuals who are being contacted by a series of mass 
mailings from us. Second, we are working with new 
groups around the country, especially in areas with 
rapidly growing Jewish populations. Third, we are send'. 
ing out the UCSJ publication to numerous Jewish 
newspapers, community centers and synagogues 
around the country. 

To what does the UCSJ attribute its continued 
growth? 
All councils join the UCSJ on a voluntary basis. Clear­
ly, the UCSJ has continued to attract a growing number 
of councils due to the success of its ongoing programs. 
The issue of Soviet Jewry has continued to grow in im­
portance in the American Jewish community and as 
such, the UCSJ has continued to mirror this growth. 

To what does the UCSJ attribute its effec­
tiveness? 
Simply put, to gra.ss-roots participation. Our members 
exercise their Con'stitutional franchise. They approach 

·their congressiona.I representatives as constituents con­
cerned about Soviet Jews. We are consistently told by 
Members of Congress this is much more effective than 
an approach by Jewish leaders who are not from the 
district. Our basic message over the years has indeed 
struck a responsive chord, not only in Washington, but 
in the press throughout the U.S. 

What are the sources of UCSJ funds? 
Dues and contributions from councils, grants from foun­
dations and contributions from many individuals 
around the country. 

How large a professional staff does UCSJ have? 
We have a staff of four in Washington and a part-time 
representative in Jerusalem. 

What types of organizations are members of the 
UCSJ? 
Many kinds; some are committees of local Jewish Com­
munity Relations Councils, some are councils of local 
Welfare Federations and others are independent 
groups. 

Are the policies and programs of the UCSJ man­
datory or binding on its member groups? 
No. Policies are determined by consensus of all coun­
cils; however, local councils are not required to endorse 
every action or position. We respect the local autonomy 
of each council. 

What is the UCSJ policy regarding individuals 
who are concerned about Soviet Jewry, but who 
are not members of a member council? 
We welcome all, whether organizations or individuals, 
who wish to work on behalf of Soviet Jews. We will sup­
ply information or programs to individuals regardless 
of organization affiliation. 

Does the work of the UCSJ duplicate that of other 
organizations? 
No. In many cases, there is no other activity in a par­
ticular area other than that of the local UCSJ affiliate. 
Also many UCSJ programs are unique. 

What do Soviet Jewish activists think of the 
UCSJ's efforts? 
"It would be impossible to list all your contributions to 
the cause. Your activities on behalf of many refuseniks 
and former refuseniks surely helped to save them from 
prison terms. Your assistance and the information you 
fed to the American Helsinki Monitoring Committee was 

QUESTIONS 
& 
ANSWERS 



QUESTIONS 
& 

ANSWERS 

invaluable. Finally, your handling of the Scharansky 
case was the most important contribution to the cam­
paign on behalf of Scharansky, which is now the most 
important issue of the entire Soviet Jewry movement. 

The contribution of the Union of Councils for Soviet 
Jews to our struggle is strongly praised for both by those 
whose life depends on your activities-Jewish activists 
in the Soviet Union-and by the people in the free world 
who are concerned about human rights." 

A letter from ex-Soviet Jewish activists now liv­
ing in Israel. 

"For the past several years we who live in Israel have 
been following the development of the struggle for 
Soviet Jewry on the U.S. scene. All of us had been in­
volved in this struggle behind the Iron Curtain before 
our release from Russia and we still continue to try to 
help our families and friends whom we have left behind. 
We are deeply convinced that the only way to help 
Soviet Jews to reunite our people in Israel and protect 
activists in the USSR from even greater harassment is 
to maintain a wide and persistent public campaign on 
their behalf in the countries of the free world, and par­
ticularly, the United States. 

"It would not be an exaggeration to say that your 
organization has become a major component in the 
movement for Soviet Jewry. As the events of the past 
few years have shown, there are certain kinds of activi­
ty which can be carried out successfully by the Union 
of Councils. Due to your imagination and perseverence, 
wide-spread support in local communities, excellent 
contacts in the Administration, Congress, Trade Unions, 
etc., ... an efficient communications system, ... and, 
what is most important, the devotion and self-sacrifice 
of your members, you have been able to carry out the 
important projects which, to a major extent, shaped the 
development of the struggle for Soviet Jewry in the past 
few years. It would be impossible to list all your con­
tributions to the cause .... " 

Letter from A vital Scharansky 

., 

' 

1 

' 

President Council 
Lynn Singer Stuart Eizenstat 

Vice-Presidents Board of Directors 
Hinda Cantor Bailey Barron 
Pamela Cohen Jeff Colvin 
Ruth Newman June Daniels 
Morey Shapira Shirley Goldstein 

Lillian Hoffman 
Executive Director Judy Patkin 
Paul W. Meek Joel Sandberg 

Sandra Spinner 
Associate Director- Marillyn Tallman 
Public Affairs David Waksberg 
Judith E. Slovin 

Secretary 
Associate Director- Joan Dodek 
Communications 
Claudia F. Zorn 

Robert G. Gordon, 
Past President and Chairman of the Advisory Board 

Hon. William Brodhead, 
former Representative from Michigan 

Rep. Sala Burton (D-California), 
liaison to Congressional Wives' Committee 

Dr. Alan Dershowitz, 
Professor of Law, Harvard Law School; 
internationally noted human rights defender 

Dr. Alan Dowty, 
Professor of Political Science, Notre Dame University 

Hon. Robert Drinan, 
Chairman of the International Committee to Free 
Anatoly Scharansky; former Representative from 
Massachusetts; President of the ADA 

Hon. Millicent Fenwick, 
former Representative from New Jersey 

Dr. Paul Florey, 
Nobel Prize Recipient in Chemistry, Professor of 
Chemistry, Stanford University 

Sister Ann Gillen, 
Executive Director of the National lnterreligious 
Task Force on Soviet Jewry, Chicago Illinois 

The Reverend Blahoslav Hruby, 
Director of the Research Center for Religion and Human 
Rights in Closed Societies, New York, New York 

Rep. William Lehman (D-Florida) 

EXECUTIVE 
OFFICERS 
& 
BOARD 
OF 
DIRECTORS 

ADVISORY 
BOARD 



ADVISORY 
BOARD 

AFFILIATES 

Dr. Alexander Lerner, 
world renowned scientist and Moscow refusenik since 
1971 
Dr. Harry J. Lipkin, 
Professor of Physics, Weizmann Institute, Rehovot, 
Israel 

Irene Manekofsky, 
former President of UCSJ 

Dr. Peter Reddaway, 
Professor of Soviet Studies, University of London; 
Secretary of the Working Group on Internment of 
Dissentors in Mental Hospitals 

Dr. Arno A. Penzias, 
Nobel Prize Recipient in Physics; Vice-President of 
Bell Laboratories 

Dr. Andrei Sakharov, 
Soviet Nobel Peace Prize Recipient; renowned 
nuclear physicist; now in exile in Gorky 

Dr. Dimitri Simes, 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
Andrei Sinyavsky, 
renowned dissident author; Professor of Soviet 
Literature, University of Paris; expert on Russian 
nationalism and anti-Semitism 
Jiri Valenta, 
Professor of Strategic Studies, Monterrey Naval 
Post-Graduate School 

Ben Wattenberg, 
Senior Fellow, American Enterprise Institute for 
Public Policy Research; Director of the Coalition for 
a Democratic Majority; Editor of the Public Opinion 
Magazine; noted TV commentator 

Elie Wiesel, 
Professor of Jewish Studies, Boston University; 
Chairman of the Presidential Holocaust Commission; 
noted author and lecturer 

Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry, New York 
Comite des Quinze, France 
The 35's - Women's Campaign for Soviet Jewry, 

England 
The 35's -:- Women's Campaign for Soviet Jewry, 

Canada 

Alabama Council to Save Soviet Jews 
3113 Jasmine Rd .. Montgomery, AL 36111 
(205) 264-3101 ' 
Chairperson: Babette Wampold 

Arizona Council on Soviet Jews 
421 East LaMar Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85012 
(602) 264-2325 
Chairperson: Jerry Beck 

Baltimore Council for Soviet Jewry 
6503 Park Heights Ave .• Baltimore, MD 21215 
(301) 358-8211 
Co-Chairpersons: Alvin and Elaine Mintzes 

Bay Area Council on Soviet Jewry 
106 Baden St., San Francisco, CA 94131 
(415) 585-1400 
Chairperson: Morey Schapira; Executive Director: David Waksberg 

(Boston) Action for Soviet Jewry 
24 Crescent St .. Suite 3B. Waltham, MA 02154 
(617) 893-2331 
Co-Chairpersons: Bailey Barron and Judy Patkin 

Chicago Action for Soviet Jewry 
1724 First Street, Highland Park, IL 60035 
(312) 433-0155 
Co-Chairpersons: Pamela Cohen and Marillyn Tallman 

Cincinnati Council for Soviet Jewry 
2615 Clifton Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45220 
(513) 221-7134 
Executive Director: Sandra Spinner; Chairperson: Frank Harkavy 

Cleveland Council on Soviet Anti-Semitism 
6325 Aldenham Dr., Cleveland OH 44143 
(216) 449-3662 
Chairperson: Alan Riga 

Colorado Committee of Concern for Soviet Jewry 
22 S. Jersey St. , Denver, CO 80224 
(303) 322· 7943 
Co-Chairpersons: Lillian Hoffman and Rhoda Friedman 

Connecticut Committee for Soviet Jews 
502 Fountain St., #3A, New Haven, CT 06515 
(203) 387 -4526 
Chairperson: Sondra Levy 

Des Moines Action Committee for Soviet Jewry 
705 41st St. West Des Moines, IA 50312 
(515) 233-1247 
Chairperson: Steve Rovner 

Detroit Soviet Jewry Committee of the 
Jewish Community Council 
163 Madison, Detroit, Ml 48226 
(313) 962-1880 
Executive Director: Beverly Yost 

Greensboro Action for Soviet Jewry 
222 Mistletoe Drive, Greensboro, NC 27403 
President: Jackie lger 

Kansas City Council for Soviet Jews 
5812 W. lOOth St., Overland Park, KS 66207 
(913) 649-0290 
Chairperson: Barbara Sidary 

MEMBER 
COUNCILS 
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COUNCILS 

Knoxville-Oak Ridge Council for Soviet Jews 
7113 Cheshire Dr., Knoxville, TN 37919 
(615) 584-6042 
Chairperson: Genevieve Kramer 

Long Island Committee for Soviet Jews 
91 N. Franklin St ., Hempstead, NY 11550 
(516) 538-5454 
Executive Director: Lynn Singer; President: Carole Abramson 

Los Alamos Committee on Soviet Anti-Semitism 
9 Village Pl., White Rock Village, Los Alamos, NM 87544 
(505) 672-3783 
Chairperson: Jeff Colvin 

Minnesota-Dakotas Action Committee for 
Soviet Jewry 
15 S. 9th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612) 338-7816 
Co-Chairpersons: Harriet and Steve Swartz 

Newport News Soviet Jewry Committee 
Jewish Federation 
114 James River Dr., Newport News, VA 23600 
(304) 595-0709 
Chairperson: Rhoda Mazur 

Soviet Jewry Committee of the North Shore 
40 Donegal Rd., Peabody MA 01960 
(617) 535-5254 
Co-Chairpersons: Linda Lane and Eliot Wyner 

Oceanfront Council for Soviet Jews 
4089 Ocean Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235 
(212) 891-9685 
Co-Chairpersons: Ira and Pauline Bilus 

Oklahoma Commission for Soviet Jews 
5633 South Gary, Tulsa, OK 74105 
(918) 747-6390 
Chairperson: Shirley Golan 

Omaha Committee for Soviet Jewry 
509 N. 62nd St., Omaha, NE 68132 
(402) 558-7087 
Chairperson: Shirley Goldstein 

Soviet Jewry Council of the JCRC 
1520 Locust St., Philadelphia, PA 19102 
(215) 545-8430 
Co-Chairpersons: Lana Dishler and Harold Levine 

Pittsfield Council for Soviet Jewry 
22 Marlboro Dr. , Pittsfield, MA 02101 
(413) 448-8043 
Chairperson: Naomi Schwartz 

. Sarasota Council on Soviet Jewry 
P.O. Box 2778, Sarasota, FL 33578 
(813) 349-5725 
Co-Chairpersons: Susan G. Rosenthal and Jesse Amass 

Seattle Action for Soviet Jewry 
5229 S. Morgan, Seattle, WA 98118 
(206) 723-6897 
Chairperson: Judy Balint 

Soviet Jewry Action Council of Harrisburg 
3560 Green St., Harrisburg, PA 17110 
(717) 238-5673 
Co-Chairpersons: Diane and Michael Sand 

Soviet Jewry Committee of South Bend . 
1105 N. Ironwood Dr., South Bend, JN 46615 
(219) 234-3829 
Chairperson: Dorothy Jaffe 

Southern California Council for Soviet Jews 
401 East 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90014 
(213) 628-2972 
Chairperson: Si Frumkin; Executive Director: Joe Ribakoff 

South Florida Conference on Soviet Jewry 
4200 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33137 
(305) 576-4000 
Chairperson: Hinda Cantor 

Washington Committee for Soviet Jewry 
8402 Freyman Dr., Chevy Chase, MD 20815 
(301) 587-4455 
President: Joan Dedek; Executive Director: Ruth Newman 

UCSJ operates solely with the monies donated by our 
members from all across the country. These members 
are directly responsible for making refusenik life 
bearable. Add your concern and support to theirs; join 
UCSJ today. 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
I would like to make a contribution of: I 

I 

D $25 Annual Membership D $50 Circle of Conscience I 
D $100 Circle of Freedom D other $ i 
Please send me: 
D details for joining the telegram bank 
D information for organizing a council 
D details for adopting a refusenik family or 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Twinning 
D information for arranging for a speaker 
D the fall Quarterly Report 

NAME _______________ ~ 

ADDRESS~------------~ 

CITY 

STATE~------->-IP~~~~~~~-

TELEPHONE (, ____ ) 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 





Vol. No. Lynn Singer, PresidenUJudith Slovin, Editor 

WEEKLY UPDATE 
Release Victor Brailovsky 

A seven nation campaign demanding the September release of Moscow 
cyberneticist VICTOR BRAILOVSKY is being mounted among scientific 
communities. Brailovsky was sentenced last June to five years of 
internal exile for "defamation of the Soviet State," however for 
eighteen months prior to that trial he was held incommunicado in 
prison. According to Soviet law, each month of prison equals three 
in exile, thus making September 12, 1982 the date he is eligible 
for parole. 

Although Brailovsky was supposed to receive a favorable character 
reference from his place of employment last month (ALERT 7/26/82) 
his wife has doubts about his early release. It seems that he never 
received the reference and without that document he cannot apply for 
remission. Local police and authorities at his work claim that they 
must await orders from higher officials before providing the reference. 

Brailovsky is well known for his role as one of the founders and 
leaders of the Moscow Sunday Scientific Seminar which he and his 
wife IRINA hosted. The seminars were designed to keep ostracized 
scientists ~breast of new developments in their fields. Since he 
first applied to emigrate in 1972, Brailovsky and his family were 
subject to an official campaign of harassment which culminated last 
June at his trial. 
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The Brailovskys have a twen~y one year old son, LEONID, and a 
seven year old daughter, DALIA. ~eonid was just last week 
refused an exit visa on ' the pretej{t of his mother's "secrecy." 

Rallies and conferences are being held on Brailovsky's behalf, 
and world-wide activity is stepping up in the hope of his 
immin~nt release from exile and ultimately, his emigration to 
Israel. Appeals for Victor's early release from exile should be 
s~nt to: USSR/Moscow 103009/Ul. Ogareva 2/Ministry of Internal 
Affairs/Head of 5th Main Dept./Avrusin, E. 

Kiev Fast Continues 
Last April (ALERT 4/5/82) a group of eleven Kiev refuseniks undertook 
a rotational hunger strike in protest of their continual harassment 
by authorities. The hunger strikers also called for officials to 
immediately reconsider emigration applications rejected for 
unsubstantial reasons and to release Kiev POCs STANISLAV ZUBKO, 
VALERY PILNIKOV, VLADIMIR KISLIK and KIM FRIDMAN. (Fridman has 
since been released). 

As the movement caught on, strikers from Odessa and Moscow joined 
their protest. At this time, eight of the original Kiev eleven 
are still on the protest rotation; among them ANNA LEVITSKAYA, 
SVETLANA YEFANOVA, VLADIMIR TERESHCHENKO, VLADIMIR and TANYA KORETSKY, 
and ALEXANDER KOTOVSKY. OLGA PILNIKOV, wife of POC Valery Pilnikov, 
dropped out after she was promised that instead of serving his time 
in a labor camp, he would be allowed to work for the national economy. 
However no change in his circumstances has been reported at this time. 

Leningrad Jews Appeal 
The following appeal was submitted to authorities by a group of 
Jewish activists in Leningrad who are seeking official recognition 
for their Jewish cultural activities. 

To the Mi.n.l6te!L6 on In-i:vU.o.1t, Cul:twte, Ju.6:tic.e, a.nd P.1toc.Wlilto.1t Genvr.al on the USSR: 

In .1tec.en-t: tfeallli, J ew6 ,i,n Le..Ung.1ta.d ha.ve bec.ome ve.1ty in-t:e.1tuted in J e.wl6 h h,U,to.1ty 
a.nd c.ul:twte. OWL du-Vie to know mo.1te a.bou:t oWL people, a.bou:t w hl6to}l,,.[c..a1. path, 
a.nd a.bout w :tlta.cU:tioYL6 a.n.d a.c.h,leveme.nt.6 .l-6 qu.lte na.:tu.ltai.. Unnoll..tu.na.tely, 
p0.6-6ibili.:ti.U no.It getting inno.1tma.:tion on thue ma.tteJL.6 Me ext.ltemely i.J..m,U:ed; 
book pu.bLiAheJL.6 a.nd the ma.-6-6 c.ommu..Uc.a.:tion media. devote veJty R.1;t;ti.e a.:tten.:ti.on to 
Je.JAJ.i.Ah hl6to.1ty a.n.d c.uUWLe. Thu!,, the irU:tia.:tive on a. new Lenlng.1ta.d en,t:fu.u,i...a.f..u, 
who ha.ve begun to p.ltepa!Le innoJuna.:tion on the themu indic.a.ted a.nd to ma.ke a known 
to a.nyone int.e.1tuted, l:ieem-6 to u.6 to be ve.1ty oppoll..tu.ne a.nd nec.U!:ia.ILIJ. Two yea.M 
on qu,.i.et wo.1tk c.o nvinc.ed U6 on the g.1tea.t in-t:e.1tut on the J ew6 on Len,ing.1ta.d in the-Vi 
c.uUWLe a.nd on the c.omplete .f.egaLUy on oWL a.c.:tivUy. 
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Howe.ve.Jt, c.vitairi emplo ye.v.i o 6 :the. 1.:i:ta:te. a.ppa.Jta.:tiu. do riot urideJtJ.:i:ta.rid :thW • Re.c.e.n.fty, 
a.cfm.Lni6:tfta.tive. p!Le..6.6Wl.e. OYl pe!t.60Yl.6 fu:te.n.irig :to :talfv., OYl Je.w.l6h hJA:tOJtlj a.rid c.u£.:tWLe. 
ha..6 ,foc.Jtea.J.:ie.d 1.:iha.Jtply. Ille.gal a.t:temp:t.6 aJLe. ma.de. :to bJte.a.k up :the. :ta.£.fv.,, :the. 
c.a.mpaigri :to irr..tUnlda.:te. pVt.60Yl.6 pa!Ltic.ipa.tirig ,fo :the. :ta.£.fv., dov.i riot c.ea.J.:ie.. The. ma.t:te.Jt 
ha..6 e.ve.ri gorie. 1.:io 6aJL a..6 :the. c.omple.:tely ille.ga.£. iYl:btiu.iori 06 a. gJtoup 06 poUc.e. 
o6Mc.Vt.6 iri:to orie. 06 :the. a.pa.Jt:tme.Yl:t.6 wUh :the. aim 06 bJte.a.kirig up OWL Mk. 

Iri c.oririe.c.tiori wUh what we. have. 1.:i:ta:te.d above., we. a.1.:ik you :to give. iu. a. fAJ!Lltte.ri 
a.Yll.:iwe.Jt :to :the. 6ollowirig quv.itioYl.6: 

1. 1.6 OWi. iYl:te.Jte.-O:t ,{_yt :the. hUi:tOJtlj a.rid c.uUWLe. 06 OWi. pe.ople. le.gal? 

2. AJte. :the. me.a.Yl.6 whic.h we. have. c.h0.6 e.ri :to 1.:ia.:ti.6 6 If :thi.6 iri:te.Jtv.i:t le.gal? We. ga.:the.Jt 
iri p!Uva.:te. a.paJL:tme.Yl:t.6 whe.Jte. orie. 06 iu., who ha..6 c.aJLe.6ulllf 1.:i:tudie.d :the. a.vwa.ble. 
.60UILC.e..6 OYl ma.t:te.Jt.6 06 Je.wil.:ih hL6.tOJtlj OJt c.uUWLe., :tell.6 a.bout u :to pe!t.60Yl.6 irivile.d 
by :the. owrie.Jt 06 :the. a.pa.Jt:tme.ri:t. (We. poiri:t out :the. gJte.a.:t fuup.Urie. 06 :the. li.6.te.rieJtJ.:i 
a.rid :the. bla.mele.-01.:i ma.ririe.Jt iri whic.h :the.y mairi:tairi public. oJtdeJt. ) 

3. Vo we. have. a. !Ugh:t :to c.ouri:t upori :the. a.1.:i.1.:ii.6.ta.ric.e. 06 :the. USSR Mlnl6:tfty o 6 
CuUWLe. iri :the. 6utWLe., a.rid c.a.ri we. c.ouri:t upori ili 1.:iuppoJt:t a.rid aid? 

A Gltoup 06 Le.rU.rigJta.d ]e.w6 

1his statement was· submitted to the addresses in June, 1981. More than half a 
year has passed. Until now there has been no reply. 

News Briefs 
*Refuseniks IRAIDA and ALEXANDER LANIS of Berdichev, a well known 
Jewish shtetl in Tsarist Russia, were the subject of a defamatory 
article published in the local paper last month. The article accused 
"the Zionist family in their town" of treacherous behavior, and they 
have since been afraid to go out. Alexander suffers from a heart 
condition and is confined to bed. The family has been refused 
since 1976. Please lend support to this family: USSR/Ukr. SSR/ 
Berdichev/ul. Frunze 5 A pt. 64/Lanis. 

*POC IGOR GUBERMAN is not allowed to apply for clemency due to his 
"bad characteristica." 

*The USSR has declared that ''for technical reasons" there will 
be a drastic reduction in the number of channels of automatic 
telephone communication between the USSR and Western countries, On 
the Austria-USSR line, 4 channels out of 24 will be left; on the 
England-USSR line, 14 out of 42; on the USSR-England line, 14 out 
of 46; on the Finland-USSR line, 21 out of 24, on the USSR-Finland 
16 out of 24; on the USA-USSR 15 out of 23; on the West Germany-USSR 
16 out of 42; on the USSR-Fran€e and France-USSR 16 out of 29; on 
the Switzerland-USSR 10 out of 19, and on the USSR-Switzerland 9 out 
of 19; communication is also affected with Italy, Belgium, Holland 
and the Scandinavian countries. 
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*STEPAN NESTEROVICH MUKHA was appointed Chairman of the Ukrainian 
SSR KGB on June 4. He has been working in the KGB since 1971. 

*The report on anti-Semitism at Moscow University, compiled by 
VALERY SENDEROV, BORIS KANIEVSKY, NAUM MEIMAN, and GRIGORY FREIMAN 
has com~ to the attention of the West. In this report, they claim 
that the selection for the mathematics department, particularly for 
Moscow University,was conducted by "purely racial standards" in 
1979-1981. In one case study, a young man origina1ly believed to 
be of Jewish origin was denied entrance, and the decision was 
reversed only after his mother produced a family t~ee proving that 
the man had no Jewish family. 

Figures for 1981 show that out of forty ·nine non-Jewish applicants, 
forty one were accepted at the University. However out of the 
fifteen Jewish applicants, only two were admitted. 

Meanwhile, Senderov and Kanievsky are still under arrest for 
dissemination of anti-Soviet material. 

*On July 7, Leningrad refuseniks YAKOV and POLINA GORODEYSKY had a 
baby daughter. 

*LEV FURMAN of Leningrad was again refused an exit visa, under the 
pretext that his leaving is "against the interest of the nation." 
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Lynn Singer, President/Judith Slovin, Editor 

WEEKLY UPDATE 

"The Night of -the Murdered Poets•-­
Thirtieth Anniversary Commemorated 

August 12 commemorates the thirtieth anniversary of "The Night 
of the Murdered Poets.'' On that tragic night, 24 Soviet Jewish 
artists, writers, poets, musicians and actors were executed by 
the Stalinist authorities in a final effort to completely 
obliterate Jewish culture in the Soviet Union. The execution 
of these prominent Jewish intellectuals was a culmination of 
the Great Purge and a precursor to the notorious Doctor's Plot 
in 1953. It was not until three years later that this massacre 
was exposed to the rest of the world. 

Today, thirty years later, the cultural genocide of the Jewish 
people in the Soviet Union continues. Unlike all other nationalities 
in the USSR, the Jews are prohibited from studying their language, 
history, and culture. There are no Hebrew or Yiddush schools. 
Despite this, unofficial Hebrew classes and cultural seminars 
exist, although in an attempt to squash all Jewish activities, 
the KGB has mounted a crack-down on all Hebrew teachers in recent 
months. This type of repression persists in spite of its blatant 
violation of international agreements on human rights. 

In July, only 186 Jews were allowed to emigrate, making a total 
of 1723 emigres thus far in 1982, the lowest figure since the 
beginning of the movement. 

While many Jews who see that the Soviet Union holds no future for 
them focus their hopes on emigrating to Israel, they watch as 
the gates to freedom continue to close. Today as we remember 
those 24 slain during the "Night of the Murdered Poets" we hold 
the Soviet government accountable for the fate of contemporary 
Soviet Jewry. 

As of this publication, the ALERT weekly 
newsletter and bi-monthly magazine will be 
under the editorship of Judith E. Slavin, 
new associate director of the national 
office of the UCSJ. 
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News of POCs 
*On June 9, 1982 refusenik biologist YEFREM SEMYONOVICH LUVISHCHUK 
was arrested in Odessa. When the KGB came to search his house 
without a warrant, Luvishchuk resisted and the KGB broke down the 
door. A collection of his poems was found during the search, and 
one poem was said to be "slanderous." Luvishchuk was subsequently 
charged under Article 187-1 of the Ukranian criminal code. No 
further details are known at this time. 

*POC ALEKSEI MURZHENKO's wife saw him at Perm for two hours 
behind the glass. She reported that he does not look well. 
Murzhenko was sentenced during the notorious Leningrad Hijacking 
Trial in 1970 and still faces two more years of his prison term. 

*ELENA CHERNOBILSKY, wife of POC BORIS CHERNOBILSKY, receives 
few letters from her husband who is serving one year in labor 
camp in Susuman in the Far East. According to Mrs. Chernobilsky, 
Boris is in very low spirits. To help brighten his life, please 
write letters to him. USSR/RSFSR/Magadanskaya Oblast 686310/ 
G Susuman/Uchr. Av. 261/5. 

*POC VLADIMIR TSUKERMAN of Kishnev, serving a three year sentence 
for organizing a refusenik protest, was visited last week by his 
parents and friend YAAKOV MESH. Tsukerman is suffering from 
acute abdominal pain. 

On the way back, key Odessa refusenik Mesh was taken off the 
plane on the premise that he was involved in a robbery that 
occurred on board. After authorities searched him and found 
nothing, they nevertheless detained him for 24 hours. 

*POC VLADIMIR KISLIK is working in the technical inspection 
department of a factory and feels fine. His address is USSR/ 
RSFSR/Do Vostrebovaniya/Zhdanov 26. 

*POC VICTOR BRAILOVSKY suffers from frequent attacks of biliary 
colic with pain and fever, and occasional jaundice which requires 
treatment that is not administered. 

*IDA MILGROM, mother of POC ANATOLY SCHARANSKY, met 
with Moscow officials to extract verification of Anatoly's 
state of health. No word has been heard from Scharansky for 
several months . The only i nformation the officials would concede 
to her is that he is being punished for not fulfill i ng his share 
of work. 

*POC ALEXANDER PARITSKY of Kharkov, currently serving three years 
in labor camp for "defaming the Soviet State", is under intense 
pressure by authorities to go on television and radio and publicly 
retract his news . When he refused, he was threatened wi th a 
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stricter regime and possible loss of privileges. His wife POLINA 
was not allowed to bring him food or clothing, and a parcel sent 
from Canada was rejected by the Camp Commandant. Letters should 
be sent on Paritsky's behalf to: USSR/RSFSR/Moscow/Pushkinskaya 
15/Rekunkov, A.M./Procurator General of the USSR; and to 
President Ronald Reagan/The White House/Washington, D.C. 20500 

News Briefs 
*Former POC EVGENY LEIN has been unable to find work in Leningrad. 
His daughter SASHA was recently expelled from the Institute of 
Geology where she was a student, under the pretext that she ~as 
failing her studies. While in exile, Lein was warned that his 
daughter would be thrown out of her institute because of his 
activities, but she had already passed her exams. 

*The assistant director of OVIR in Kiev told LEV ELBERT that 
he would not receive an exit visa until 1992. Elbert immediately 
appealed to Central Committee Secretary ANDROPOV. His application 
for a visa was rejected on the basis of "state secrets" that he 
obtained while in the army, despite the fact that Elbert's job 
while in service was to dig trenches for pools. 

*The latest scientist to be stripped of his academic degree is 
EDUARD NADGORNYI of Moscow, a founder-member of the Solid State 
Physics Institute of the Academy of Sciences. Nadgornyi and 
his wife NINA had applied for permission to emigrate in December, 
and shortly thereafter his title of Soviet Scientist was revoked 
and he was demoted to a lab technician. After suffering a heart 
attack, he appealed to the Academy of Sciences that he had been 
condemned by a "Kangaroo Court." His wife Nina was sacked from 
her job as a technical assistant in the same institute. Other 
scientists who have met the same fate are listed in ALERT 3/5/82. 

*We are saddened by the news that LEONID SHABASHEV's daughter 
ZOYA recently drowned. She was only fifteen years old. The 
Moscow family has been refused exit visas since 1974. The 
Shabashevs have a younger daughter. Please send letters of 
sympathy: USSR/RSFSR/Moscow 123317/Podvoyskogo 26/Apt. 82/ 
Shabeshev, Leonid. 

*GRIGORY GEISHIS, who was released from prison last month 
(ALERT 7/26/82) has been called up for a physical for the army 
for September 6th. Geishis was imprisoned for "draft evasion." 
He recently received a temporary propiska (residence permit) 
for Leningrad for one year, subject to good behavior on the 
job. 

*LEV UTEVSKY's daughter received her first refusal last week. 

*Moscow activist VALERY GODIAK's apartment was broken into and 
searched on July 20. He was detained for a few hours but was 
not held. 
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*YURI FISKIN of Moscow was demoted from his position as a senior 
electronics engineer. He and his wife SILVA have been waiting 
to join their daughter in Israel since 1975. 

*VLADIMIR TUFELD of Moscow was taken to the hospital recently 
suffering from gallstones. Letters of support should be sent 
to: USSR/RSFSR/Moscow B-120/Chkalova 41/2/Apt. 272/Tufeld, 
Vladimir and Isolfe. 

*VLADIMIR GERSHUNI of Moscow, Member of the editorial board of 
the dissident journal "Poiski" ("Searches") and of SMOT 
(Free Inter-Professional Union of Workers) was arrested last 
month. He is being charged under Article 190/1 with 
"circulation of fabrications known to be false." It seems 
that he and two other activists had been accumulating statistical 
evidence regarding the appointment of Jews to university posts. 

*More news on the "Group to Establish Trust between the USSR 
and the USA" (See ALERT 7/12/82) has come to light. The group 
has been joined by several activists including Drs. Yuri and 
Olga Medvedkov, Dr. Valery Godiak, and Dr. Mark Reitman. Original 
members Vladimir and Maria Fleishgakker and Mark Reitman were 
supposedly given permission to emigrate, but the Fleishgakkers' 
was soon withdrawn. Reitman's status is not clear at this time. 
Over 170 people have signed a statement of support for the 
Group's Declaration. 

Pressure on group members continues as Fleishgakker and Sergei 
Batovrin are under house arrest. Batovrin has also been pressured 
by authorities to drop out of the Group and condemn U.S. foreign 
policy or else a case of "illegal currency operations" would be 
instituted against him. Batovrin refused to do so. 

Around the Country 
*The California State Senate and the Assembly have voiced their 
support for the immediate release of POC Anatoly Scharansky by 
approving Senate Joint Resolution 42, of which Senate President 
Pro Tempore David Roberti was the author. The measure calls for 
the Soviet government to honor its commitment to the Helsinki 
Accord by allowing Scharansky to emigrate to Israel. The Bay 
Area Council on Soviet Jewry was largely responsible for promoting 
the resolution. 

*Michael Gale, President Reagan's liason with the Jewish Community, 
stated the Administration's position that it will raise the issue 
of Soviet Jewish emigration at all top level meetings between 
the USSR and the U.S. He continued to say that the President 
hopes that Soviet leaders "will reconsider their politics on 
emigration and human rights and renew their commitment to the 
Helsinki Final Act, not just with empty words but with deeds." 
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UCSJ News 
*UCSJ Washington Director Paul W. Meek testified before the 
Sub-Committee on Human Rights and International Organizations 
on July 29 relative to the current situation of Soviet Jewry. 

*Joyce Zakim has been appointed the new director of Medical 
Mobilization for Soviet Jewry. After returning from a trip to 
the Soviet Union, she and her husband Leonard Zakim testified 
before the Human Rights Sub-Committee on July 27 on behalf of 
the Soviet Pentecostals. The Zakims visited with the 
Vashchenkos and the Chmykhalovs in the American Embassy where 
they have sought asylum for the past four years. Any questions 
or information regarding Soviet scientists or medical practices 
should be directed to: Joyce Zakim/24 Crescent St. Suite 3B/ 
Waltham, Mass. 02154. 

Emigration Report 
*Permissions in Leningrad are down to an all-time low of three 
per month. 

*The OVIR office in Odessa issued seventy exit visas between 
May 20th and June 20th. Exit visas are usually given on Tuesday. 

ARRIVED IN ISRAEL: 

MIKHAIL BRODSKY 
MIKHAIL GOIKHER 

EMIGRATED: 

DMITROV 
LENINGRAD 

AVSHALOM AVSHALOMOV BAKU 
YUKHANAN BENIAMINOV TASHKENT 
FRIDA BRESLAV : RIGA 
LEV FAIMAN : MOSCOW 
MIKHAIL FISHBEIN : MOSCOW 

ILIA TEMKIN : LENINGRAD 
DMITRY SHVARTSMAN : KISHINEV 
YUSIF ZUFUGAROV : RIGA 

ALEKSANDR GRINSHTEIN : IVANO FRANKOVSK 
YADVIGA KHORT : MOSCOW 
ALEKSANDR LEICHENKO : RIGA 
SOLOMON LOKSHIN : VILNIUS 
ALEKSANDR LURIE : TALLIN 
LEV PODRABINOK : BOBRUISK 
OLEG POPOV : MOSCOW 
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Routinely Cruel in Mosco~, 
,.,. YT 9./bi~L 

Why would a 29-year-0ld photographer refuse all 
food for 51 days and starve himself to the point of 
death? Sergei Petrov offered this explanation to a 
Times correspondent in Moscow: 

cow treated as criminals a dozen demonstrators who 
dared, without permission, to march for disarma­
ment. 

"You speak to me of logic, but out there is a soci­
ety that for me has become totally illogical. I have 
no job, and they will not give me one. They deny me 
the right to express myself through my work, and 
they deny me the right to seek a future elsewhere. 
Above all, they deny me the right to live with the 
woman I l~e. and to have a family. In the face of 
this, you ask me to act logically?" 

0 Aleksandr Lerner, age 69, a former university 
professor, after a decade is still waiting for an exit 
visa to Israel, or an explanation why he and other 
Soviet Jews have been denied visas. "I have tried to 
extract the criteria the authorities use," he said, 

· "but my scientific theory is not strong enough for 
·such complicated matters." · 

Sadly, Mr. Petrov's despair is far from unique. 
He is one more casualty of a system that needs con­
tinually to advertise its meanness, so that no other 
young photographers will repeat Mr. Petrov's error 
of falling in love with a foreigner, especially an 
American. In numbing routine, these are some re­
cent tidings from the Soviet Union: 

D "Peace March '82" ended with 300 Scandina­
vian visitors being compared to Nazis when they re­
fused, as was their right, to attend a rally at a town 
named Khatyn. At another Katyn, in Poland, thou­
sands of Polish officers were slaughtered by Soviet 
troops in 1943, and mere mention of that massacre 
brought a frenzy of denunciations on the visitors. 

DA M0scow house once inhabited by Igor 
Stravinsky was deliberately razed in this centennial 
year of the composer's birth - as a spiteful re­
minder that his genius is suspect. 

D Plainclothes security police officers in Mos-

What these reports have in common is their af­
front to the accords signed seven years ago at Hel­
sinki. These bound the Soviet Union and 34 other 
countries to freer movements of people, goods and 
ideas. Other signers may have no means of enforc­
ing compliance with a treaty signed by President 
Brezhnev. But they can and should cry shame. 

• 6 .. . : ·~!'' 

:Jt,1:. Davie.~ Ny\ 8[?/t2-

, -We Can Help the 'Prisoners' in Our Embassy 
H:'-~ tfuly t:J, the Seiwtt' hy urumim(tlf4 American diplomatic prt!mi~~ hy :,:iv- Chmyknalnv~ f,, lra .. ·c without ri~kin~ "flort.:t! io:. a m'W'ki~ 'l'as.'i rommenta.ry of 

o.Mtcut pi.l.''iC'd a bill nk-fXl•l""'-lrt'd hy 71 i111i th1:m lht: )llillu:-< ·."II pl•rm;1Ul!llt '"""i· ph;~kul <bn;!N. A1~cl l.tu.·re i.'4 no pru;· Ft·h. F •. 1 .1Hin~· the.- prt>:<iricnt'~ concern 
fl il'i'rh<'mbers to i&.·1! t~ !ilahl" ot per· dent o( the llnite<l Stat£·~ and would pect of a <'han;.:1! 111 ll11~ ..:ircwn."'ltttnrc-:t. "d~urc.J · dnd "un.-.avc>ry." 
manenl resident ,,f the Uuiu.<i Stat,e, lo con!lfqucntly encoura~u Soviet dti1.C'n~ At th~ :-:u1a• lirlc, the St.1te J..k.l1art· An:ordinl( to prl:'.if·nt plun~. con-
.Ute aeven Penteo~l!:t.l~l'I from C'hl'mo· who want to j.."el out of the ll .~.S.H.. tu mf;'nl C..'l11t .. !. l1111y n~wa\.'i that the "uili- !ilructiori 1tf th(~ "'w cmhas.'4)' huildin~ 
'gorslc,'Sihtr~1 ..... 1th f'ffr'Cl fo1m .June 27, "llood" thc l'mh;~.,:iV. mmt: n.!oprm.·il1il:ly for the r1':'•oli1tio11 111 in ~11 .,.c.,.;w ::-houlri he rumplt wd in 
1978. when they entf'rnd the U.S. Fm- ln writtPn wplir:~ to Am+·rir;m..; who ~he piit:ht of tfa-~,. hravc indi\i<h1aJ~ Lits 19"4. \t, ::-1.1t will tht:-11 htTuf'lt<' of the 
tJ&.y in MCROW. The hill. HR :!87:J. hav~ irn1uircd aho'.Jt the V.t.~lwh1•11ko:-1 :-1quar~ly with !l.r· ~~IVil:'l i:owmm1:-11t.'' U.S. ;,:'.<TVt:rnment';-t poli1·y of "cuntin-
DOW awaits Action in the- Hou."t". and Clll'lwk.h;tlovs, citfa·:als of lht! S1:1t<' :-\(I rl1e :'llP•-'J !111\~ ·:r~ ha,·c <'teated a ufingj t'• alf.,w the l\·nh t"r..tal!i to live 

The ReBt{an ndministrntinn oppc.M!~ Ucp;>rtn1rnt ha\-e t>xplum .. '11 that the Catrh-:.!~ o.tround rhe Va."'hd1enko!t and in the t-:i1ha:-:~y "'! Alh~r ;111, they wlll 
'·•the 1egisJation. 01'1 OcL 2, 1!fi'9, in one t:.s. ~:·:vernmf'nt "nc1lht'f rr'-""-'Illll~ nor Chmykhttl1 1\'~. Tht~ Sovicta ~ay they th('n h,i\ e to lc.1ve the olrl huildlt!~ and 
fl hii radio cnmmentarif'S on r.urrf'nt pradin.·:\ the grantini; of rx1iitiml t1;-,yhun tan apply for p;e ... ,;portt' only from thf' prot~tion <it the Anwriun li!OVNn· 

:· alTairs, Ronald R~a~an sutd: " l)l•t<"nte 't\itlu:1 rn1r d1plomttlir or rn11:-11br pn·m· Chi•rJJt!t:nr.,.k. w1ww for lG years- Imm mrnt in 1.rri«r to ~!l?t to t h~ n~w tlne. 
: · is !lUppoM?d to be a t't\'O·way ~tn-ct. Our ~ ... "However," sut·h ldt...~~ ~n cm, "we 194.)~ tu E1~·:--; ··th".)y ~truvt> in vain tu do The St ... i:e Ul·p~rtmi:nt acknuwlcdir::ets 
· ·.wtw.at and technology C'Jn tcel into do n.'nl(..'11izc the hum;!rt\tari•lll oh!i~u· jw;t thJt . For it..:; r .:1rt. the Ametiran the pr-.1- :<-m. hot 1::111 ):ar only that it 
, ·.R\.L'tii8-why can't the Vashthenku tion to pn~vi<le tempura.')' r~tu~e in J.Jl go,·ehun1 nt n.:1'"'='fltZl"i thnt it mu~t ha.'4 "e1.1.:y hope ot ft""()h.ing this situa· 
· "and · Chmykhalov fdmilie-$ tr::tt out'~" emlt.tssy or 1,.""0l'IK1Jlate to IM~r.:;on~ in grant lhcm r1:fo;.:r.-, hut dlst:lninr.i any lion we!; he-fore tht·n." 
: 'But the State l>ePdl'tment c...,mtinll('s to phy$cal dan!:('er. :\nvoae J:('mnkci !"Ul'h further rt·~p1111-.l 1•1lity. l:i. it n-1" time to reci~ni7.~ the morlll 

foUor.l the Carter pofa-y- exprc1tsinK rPfo~ . .. m•L'lt J.1:m;i rhc 1m~mi~ it."i Earht>r thts )l'.lr. :ildrm\."lt b\· lhe h\U1- rt·.~puu.~::1ii~ty the li.8. K•1\'t:mment hwt 
~'Tllpdthy, but takintc oo a1..-tion to tit•lp ;-;oi.1n 1t1cirrulostanrt"S1w•rmit." ~t-r ~rik1~ upn!t whit:h :\1Jt.'1.~tina \ 'a:->h· u-.:-:umea for lh.:::ie people thro11f(ii 
the Vtn'hrhenkw ;.md l'hnl\'khaloY~. Hy aUowmc the l1tntt.'(:u.,1.<.1l!'I to th·:! i.n dwnko a.nc.J h1 r da1·~hlkr, Lyclio. 11Jd )J!r.Jn~i11~ thc111 rl'l11;.:t iu tht· l'mba...:...;y 

The administrntitm ohjNts that HR th<' cmhas..;.v. two ~1~..;ii.:c.: admini.,,lrn· emr:arkt'41. H1>;1:: .. n \Hot" .md a.~ktid L1.11· f·1r nu.,~•.' th~n rour yc-M~. and to stOf> 
. ···"287a woold create ll ri::-ky pn.'Cedent: it. tioU.'i ha\'C rl'CUtcniztd that t'ircum:>Luwe; uid HrwJUlt?\' Lu l~t tbc families leave Lho up1m.·11nc; the 11111~ p..~thle relief now 

wwld "reward" II"''"""' whu entt<r do not pem1it the V""hdienk•"' and U.s.-;.H. The only publicly known re- &voiilal•io for lhcm" 

The logi>lalion b<Jore Conl!fHll " 'ill 
n11t securl' Su\'il·t pa":-:l}(JCW\ and ~xit 
vi:;a.~ for the V.1,..ht:ht'nk•N ;md Chm;·k· 
haluv.i. That tau he dor~t: univ bv con­
vin..:inl( the St.virt aul h•:ritil::i .th3t ttM::y 
lo .. .;e more hv not 1;.; • .;u1r.~ them tha.n 
thry l!ain hv p1:rpctuatin:! the pre:-oent 
!tt.alematc. 1'1:rm:11wnt r( ~1<ir·nt ~tarns 
a.-, 111 .Jime ~i. l!t';' . ..;, .. ,·ouid rai:>e the 
JlflS."ibilitv that th1: l/a;o-h("ht•nk~ Md 
Chmykh.il11\'S C'ul1ld a<.:qllire Amerkan 
c:tizn~ .;hip bctorc th!' otd emha.~~y 
huildinl{ n•vtrl-" to S 1•;i1·t control. 
W uuld the ~o\'iet:s wcmt to ~ thttt 
h<.ippen or. in the foe~ of it. would they 
prefor to cut tht>1r l~ "'C'' :Uld Wt the 
Va . .;hrhenkc1S and ( 'hyrnkt . .ilct•·•~ go"! 

'I'hcre i:t uol\· 1me W!lY tu tind out: by 
pa.'i!o11n4Hlt ~li7a. 

~,. writt"r. u rt>tired foreign. .~r­
ui.ce officer. is din•('lf1T n/ tile Re­
seu rc:h Ce,ztl'r jt>r H.diy?On a.,ad 
llumau Riuhts. m Closed SocietW~. 
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Soviet Jewry Supporten 
QQld_Yi~l .. in Glen Cove ... '.. 

e1 cABoi: STI:ooioci · ":; · " 
More than 150 people held a 1pirlted Yigil late 

Seturda7 njght ou&lide the Glen Cowe recreat of &he 
Soviet· Mia.tion to cb• United Nations to pres1 for 
freedom for Sovie! J ..... 

The demonotration wu the 11th annnal So.;.>t Jewry 
•igil sponsored by the Long Island Committee for 
Sovie< Jnrry. It coinridod with the ... k pNCeding 
Tloba B' av. commemorating the deltnletion of the Hob' 
Temple. 

· During tho vigil, Lynn Singer, the Long bl.and Com­
mittee'• executive director, poin"9d to &he relalionahip 
between the Sovie< Jewry problem and Tuba B'av: 
"Each Jewisb home is a temple and if 1ou cannot 
practice religion and be • tn.e penion, your temple ;. 
destroyed.' ' She deelarod. "We cannot let the oituaion 
go ... We will keep coming back here until th• temple 
is rebuilt. " 

Long Island Committee President Carole Abram90n 
added that the vigil look OD increased import..,... tbil 
year becau1e ''we're at the low. low ebb of Soviet. 
emigration." 1-year, an -imaled 10,000 vieu _,. 
gran"9d to Sovi• Jewe, down !:nun 21,000 &he pre-riou 
year and from 51.000 in 1979, according to Long laland 
Commitiee llgun!s. 

Currenuy, there are an ff&im.aad 2.5 million z...., 
living in the Soviet Union. 

M-ae tos..lel Leaden 6 ..,,,_.. 
Visil organ.iz<m empbuized Iba I.be d.monllnllon 

of 1olldarily io aimed at relaying the meua1• for­
hedom to bo<h SoYi• leaden and refmenib - thoee 
Runian J ... denied eu vilu. DeclaNd Abnmlon, 
''Jua u th• oftlcial _l'Dlll_ lmow9 we're here, &he 
refuenib lmow we're - oil-." 

AttHting to this, amon1 the 'Jisil parUcipanta, 
Eliub«b and Lev Po&ind of ,.,... Hilla allrihutecl 
dem9natration1 like thil one to their releaoe from 
RUMia nine yean qo. Said Mn. Posind, "We_,. 
only allowed to l•ve beeaUM American z-, made 
noilie.•' 

for three ho""· beginnin1 at 10 p.m., lb• •igil 
panicipants pierced the •WDm•r ajr with chant• of 
" Freedom Now" and with the oin8ing of Hatikftb and 
Hebrew folk son11, H they olood clualered behind 
police barricadH •trung with placard• demanding 
human rigll11 for Soviet J_,, 0.. a _,.. well in the 
rear, tencmullea were tit to comm-. &he 28 So'liet 
lewiall im-en of comciaDca and I.be bnndreda of 
re"'-ib. 

,In ICarll conlrut lo lhio co-ilment lo freedom, 
XW...Wlllth, the opnwllna SoM c:oaay - -
&he roed OD 0.-ria 1-, llOOd compiat.llJ Mn lMbiDd 
iroa ptu ud a brick wall. A Olea Co•• poUe<t car 
sau1*1&he-. 

"Each Jewish home is a 
temple, and if you cannot 
practice religion and be a free 

-person,· yotu.temple is· · • 
destroyeq'." -· ·-~ _ :···: 

Included amona the vigil pmtici....,c., and 1111011g 

tho• who took the bllllhorn 10 mab brief -U to 
the aowd, were a modler of a So'fiet refuMDik, rWi· 
gjoua leedel'll and a rui. of Lona Ialaad Powcar ficures, 
Including Hempstead Presidiq SujJerriaoio Thoaiu 
Guloua, N-u Dillrict Attorney Daia Dillon, Sim 
Senator Cami Berman and 119--1 poli&ial ...,dldM.. 

W-HopeabSea'•,....._ 
On band to tell fint-bond o; a family aopanMd by 

Rnaaian ....i,r.&ioll polici8e, l&a NMhpila Nloiled lhll& 
aha wao allowed to join ber buaband ID Haifa •ilhl 
,..... - and .... promiMcl Iha lier oal1 child, Mm, 
would be allowed 10 I- Moacow Ilia .-bl after­
ward. m.c-1, Mm weo - to Siberia b &.re,_.; · 
Mark, a daiil&, now 1i9ee "" &he -..i.t. of U­
wilh hi• wife and lwo-7aar-old oon, and baa been 
auipad IO Iha midniaht llblA la the mcqae. AaxJrd. 
inc to Sinpr, Maril ia ~ being puniabed far 

hll fa&her'• clefectioD 28 - -- · 
Addr...mg lh• """" in .Ylddilb - wbicli Sinpr ' 

lnmw.d into Eqllah - Naabpb~ hopeW& 
''we ell will be abla to come~ hon..,._... and say 
et lat IU& we are in freedom.'' Nubpi&a alao .,... 
ban flan Haifa iD- 19711 to join lhe z....., 1.i-1 Com-
mlUee in a '"8iJ. , 
~. Nubpb told &he Z....., lalllDcl J..w. World 

IU& a Yiail lib tlu. "bu to ulp. I lreep pleedlna ud 
pl•adin1 and hopin1 .• . SllHce io n« plden." 
Meanwhile, two ..-. qo, Sinpr - wl&h 8-etor 

.. --. -. ......,_ IO Hlllll lrom ~ aiGllt ,......,.._ __ ..__,.. _____ _ 
·-·---IO SlboM.lar ... _.. SWdllg­
-- - OSft) C.....-. ..-., and Lynn 
..... - - ... Ille Llll'8 - ~ lar ..... ....,. 
Edward Ke1LDed7 lo uk him lo IJl&enana on Mark 
Naahpl&a'1 beblilf. • 

In hio -0 IO the crowd, Pnmlding s.._.,;­
Unlolla called ii a "1ra1ed7 lbal we hHe lo join 
~in a ..;,;J. All we uli ia I« oar t.llow bammi 
beinp 10 ejoy &he - dlsnit1; reepeet ud liberty 
of reu,ion lhll& we anio7." 

w...n... Dillricl A-., Dillm alao spob of "oar· 
obliplion to l&ad up" to IMdar9 who Mb.amaniae 
9oYu. Jawe. And, be .sded, ,.,,_.,.a loC IO be dona 
aboa& ~.....,in oar own-,.·• 

T-a-.Alld-8emlllc-._.. 
NOl long .... Dillon made lhill - · i__. 

in ~ .... lhll& pe.-1 by &he. 'Jisil olle aboaled 
anti-Semilie rmwb. In eontru&, ........... ill -
odler c:an ridina oD Domria 1-i.mbd in recopilion 
of&he'ligil.. 

OU.er ape&Mn expreoMd the hope lhat lhill would be 
the laa Sorimt lawry demonl&ratlon lhll& would baft to 
be bald. "nOha B'a• ba• taught ua Iha! oat of .,.,.,w 
oomes joy," -.d Rabbi Sermoar Baumrind of the 
Lalie Saa:e11 J9wiah Cemer. " We hope and pn7 t~ 
we can - the redemption of ell people behind the Iron 
Cunain and tbat we can turn tbil into rejoicing." · · 

Tile lb re• bour lenstb of lhe .-istl compare• with 
::rJ-hoar Yiallll held -.Ida xw...-i. I.be pall -
,..... Vlall orpnizen a:plalned ll - ca& llboxt tbil 
,... becan. of the powina •- in the J..n.h 
cnmmani&y lllld in Glell Cow Uelf of &he Scmec lewry 
problml. 

In panicular. SiDaw referred to the ..... lution puead I 
OD May 18 by tU Gian COft Cily CoCllldi wbieh ..... 
Killanwanb reeiOonu - IO lhe eily'a beadlM and 
odw ~ r..:ilitlee .... reporll lhll& th • ...,.

1 
baoay here i111aad for electronic •P7inl· HoweHr, 
mllowiag imenenllon b)' &he U.S. !&Me l>eparmm&, 
which ci&ad local in&amnnce with U.S. fnreip policy, · 
the Cll7 CoWlcil bao .. id it will conalder the Slate · 
~··~ro ........_pmu.,..et ~ma m--.. ; 

SUd Siapr, "SU- &he ......... ~"" -ii. 
meHage from Glen Co.,., three honra lo a .iron1 
....,. .......... fram ..... Tba i.... w-i c-mll&ee I 
piano another So'Jlal J•WT7 rell7 on October 7 ID 
Mineola. 
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Jewish Federation plans fast Tuesday 

SALEM - A group .Lifayette Street. 
I of Greater · Salem · According to Soviet 

residents are so · Jewry activists, tbis 
concerned with the is the first such event 
plight of Soviet Jews ever staged in New 
they are not eating. England. "In Judaism, 

The Soviet and f a s t i n g i s a 
Ethiopian Jewry traditional response 
Committee of the to a crisis situation. 
Jewish Federation of · Jewish emigration 
the North Shore Inc., from the Soviet Union 
in conjunction with ·is at its lowest in 
the North Shore years. An average of 
R a b b i n i c a 1 4,000 exit visas per 
Association, bas month were granted 
organized a public in 1979, but the 
fast day for Tuesday. current average is 

Close to 200 persons only 290. During the 
are expected to break month of May, only 
fast together 205 Jews were 
Tuesday evening at 6 allowed to leave 
at Temple Shalom, Russia and that 

Union of Coun_cils for Soviet Jews 
1411 K St., NW, Suite 402, Washington, O.C. 20005 

Inside Today's Alert 

number is expected Jewry, plans to 
to be even lower · irabOtlte · ·upon the · 
during June. . existing situation 

within the Soviet 
Union during the 
Temple Shalom 
meeting Tuesday 
night. 

Soviet Jews who 
remain face 
harassment and 
·imprisonment. Any 
Jew who applies for 
an exit visa 
automatically loses 
his or her job. 
Meanwhile, the 
Soviets have stepped 
up a campaign 
against Jewish 
culture and anti­
Semitic attacks have 
been on the increase. 

'The mayors of 
Lynn, Salem, 
Beverly and 
Peabody, as well as 
municipal leaders in 
Marblehead, 
Swampscott and 
Lynnfield, have in­
dicated their support 
of the public fast for 
Soviet Jewry '.;:· 

Robert Gordon, having dee la\\ ;.1 
.past president of the. Tuesday to be "Ne--- · 
National Union ol Shore Solidar. 
Councils for SOviet Day." 

"The Night of the Murdered Poets" .. Pg.1 

News of . POCs . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pg. 2 

News Briefs ............. Pg.3 

;;;;;,ti~ 

. (',.I' SI 

~- l 

Around the Country . . . . . . . . . Pg.4 

UCSJ News . . . . . . .... · · Pg.S 

Emigration Report . . . . . . Pg.S 

tq 'c.WJ.L,\ ~ 
U} n '~~ ~'bu~~ 
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The Alert is published by the Union of Councils for S~viet Jews: an 
organization dedicated to helping the Jews of the Soviet Union, especially 
those desiring to leave. 
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President: Lynn Singer. Vice Presidents: Pam Cohen, Ruth Newman, Joel 
Sandberg, Morey Schapira. 
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WEEKLY UPDATE 

UCSJ Holds Annual Meeting 

(Fnom L to R) UCSJ 
Vic.e. PnUiide.n.t RtLt.h Ne.v.kna.n, 
K-<A~ye. Ra.tne.n, G.tU.go~ Ka.novic.h, 
UCSJ PnUiide.n.t Lynn Sin.gen, 
Vanna. Sta.le.en a.rid Joan Vode.k, 
WMhington Commltte.e. non Soviet 
J e.wnlJ. 

The Union of Councils for Soviet Jews held its 12th Annual Meeting 
from September 10-13, 1982 in Washington, D.C. Over one hundred 
activists from across the United States, Canada, Britain and Israel 
attended the conference to discuss the current critical situation of 
Soviet Jewry. Workshops and panels on subjects ranging from anti-Semitism 
in the USSR to scientific exchanges were convened in an effort to find 
solutions to the declining level of Jewish emigration from the Soviet 
Union, now at its lowest point in twelve years. 

Highlights included former Leningrad refusenik GRIGORII KANOVICH, now 
of Israel, and KISSYE RATNER, mother of refusenik JUDITH RATNER BYALY. 
Kanovich was one of the founders of the Leningrad cultural seminars, 
and was the last of the long -term refuseniks and activists in Leningrad 
to receive an exit visa. According to Kanovich, despite Soviet 
persecution and suppression, Jewish cultural life has seen a revival 
and continues to thrive, as tens of thousands of young people are 
reaching out to be involved in Jewish cultural life. "I am a happy 
man because I saw an historical process. I saw young people who had 
not heard of Judaism f or three or four generations and now they are 
striving to know their background." In a most moving speech, Grigorii 
appealed to the UCSJ to continue its work to help support his friends 
in Leningrad and the entire refusenik community in the USSR which is 
in great danger. 
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Paula Dobriansky of the National Security Council told the participants 
that the Reagan Administration's commitment to human rights for Soviet 
Jews remains steadfast and strong. The UCSJ presented "Legislator 
of the Year'' awards to Senators Gary Hart (D-CO) and Charles Grassley 
(R-IO) and to Representatives Don Bonker (D-WA), Bill Frenzel (R-MN) 
and William Lehman (D-FL) in recognition of their dedicated work for 
Soviet Jewry. 

As Kanovich so eloquently stated, "The struggle now for human rights 
for Soviet Jews is comparable to Jewish struggles in biblical times-
al though the forms are different, the sense is the same." Participants 
at the Annual Meeting reaffirmed their commitment to this ongoing 
struggle. 

Pa.ui.a. Vo b!Uo.YL6 ky, Na.:Uo Ml S ec.wrliy 
Courte.U., a.ddlr.u.6 u :the tunc.heo n. .6 U.6.io n. 
on :the UCSJ Cortne!te..rtc.e. 

sow a.nd wa. Al.une1t wl:th 
Phylllt. Va.VI.lei a.nd Co-ChiWr.pVLAoYL6 
Llllla.n Honnma.n a.nd Rhoda. Flti.edma.n 
on :the ColoJta.do CommLttee on 
Conc.e!trt nOIL Soviet Je.w11.y. 



Mic.ha.el SheJLbowuie. a.nd 
LJCSJ V.ic.e. Pl!.u.lde.n.:t Mol!.e.y 
Sc.ha.pll!.a., Ch.a..Vt.p<Vt4 on o 6 
the. Ba.tJ lvr..e.a. Cou.nc.il on 
So v.le.t J eJJJll.!f. 

- 3 -

Congl!.e..s~ma.n &i11. 81!.odhe.a.d 
IV-MI l, ~ a..lde John 
Sc.helb.le., a.nd JeNLy Rog<Vt4, 
Ve.tl!.oU CommUte.e. 601!. Sov.le.t 
JWl!.tj. 

UCSJ Pl!.e..s-lde.n.:t Lynn S.lng eJL; 
Va.v.ld Wa.k..6 beJLg, Ba.If lvr..e.a. 
Cou.nc.il on Sov.le.t JWl!.y; 
Ba..le.e.y Ba.l!.l!.on a.nd Judy 
Pa.tk.ln, Co- C ha..ll!.p<Vt4o11.6 
06 Bo~ton Ac.tlon 601!. Sov.le.t 
JWl!.y. 
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Kochubievsky Arrested 
FELIKS KOCHUBIEVSKY, refusenik and activist from Novosibirsk, was 
arrested on September 10th. He was accused of "circulating 
fabrications known to be false which defame the Soviet state and 
social system." The maximum sentence for this charge (section 190, 
part 1 of the Soviet criminal code) is up to three years in prison 
or internal exile . POC VICTOR BRAILOVSKY (ALERT 8/30/82) was 
found guilty on this same charge. 

Since 1978, Kochubievsky has been actively trying to organize a 
group to establish a "USSR-Israel Friendship Society." Such a 
group exists in Israel, and Feliks has made repeated appeals to 
authorities to revive its Soviet counterpart, now long defunct. 
A collection of these appeals was published last year in "The 
Transparent Book" in which he also expressed his fear that he would 
be arrested by Soviet authorities. The book was published in Russian 
by Hebrew University in "Jews and the Jewish People," no. 24. Last 
March (ALERT 3/12/82) the KGB called Kochubievsky in and informed 
him that they intended to charge him with illegally sending written 
material to the West. 

Feliks and his ~ife, VALENTINA, have sought to join their two sons 
and Feliks' sister in Israel since 1978. Their application in an 
exit visa was refused on the grounds of secrecy, although Kochubievsky 
denies ever having had access to classified information. After 
twenty five years of service as an electrical engineer, he was sacked 
from his work as a senior researcher in April 1981, as was his wi f e. 
The Kochubievskys have been subject to repeated KGB harassment in 
which their home was searched, materials were conf iscated and they 
were personally threatened. 

With his impending trial, Feliks' fate is uncertain. Please send 
letters of protest to: Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin, USSR Embassy, 
1125 16th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 and to the Administration. 

ABA Adopts Resolutions on Human Rights 
The American Bar Association, which recently held its 1982 Annual 
Meeting in San Francisco, California, adopted the following resolutions 
on human rights in the Soviet Union. 

BE IT RESOLVEV, That the. AmvU.c.an BaJt M.6oc...l.at..'..on, ta.ung note. 06 iviteJtna.:tional. 
hwnan M.gh:t6 bte.atie-6 .6igne.d and Jta.:tif/-e.d by the. Soviet Union w!uc.'1 guaJr.avite.e., 
ivite.Jt al.ia, the. !tight o& e.veJtyone. to .le.ave. any c.ount!ttj, inc.lucli.ng hi.6 own, 
e.xp!tU.6U c.onc.e.Jtn about the. Soviet Union' .6 t!teme.ndou.6 c.utbac.k in Jwl6h emigJtation 
in 1982 and c.a.£1..6 upon the. Soviet autho!titiu to !tUpe.c.t the. Jtight.6 06 Soviet ]W6 
and othe.Jt.6 to .le.ave. the. c.ount!ty, i6 the.y .60 dui!te.; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEV, That t he. AmvU.c.an BaJt M.6oc...i..a.,t,lon, Jte.c.al .Li.ng it.6 Jtu olution 
o& 1978, again UJtgu Soviet autho!titiu to c.e.a.6 e. t he.i!t haJtaMme.vit an'."! impwonme.vit 
o 6 Soviet c..i.tize.n.6 whe.n the.y attempt t o e.xe.JtcM e. the.i!t bMic. human an:t le.gal 
Jtig ht.6; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a ~ep~e6enta.,t,i.ve on the Ame.JU.can B~ Al.i~oc,,i,ation 
w.LU tM~rrU;t the text on tfU.6 ~e6olu;tion, upon .. [ :U adoption, to the P~e6ident 
ofi the Soviet Union, the P~e6ident o 6 the UMted Sta:te6, and the Soviet AmbM~ado~ 
to the UMted Sta:te6 . 

Moscow Helsinki Group Disbands 
The itoscow Helsinki Group, established in May 1976 to monitor Soviet 
compliance with the Helsinki Accords (to which the USSR was a signatory) 
officially disbanded on September 8, 1982. The Helsinki Accords, signed 
by thirty-five countries in 1975, established rules of behavior in the 
areas of military balance, economic relations, and human rights, 
including family reunification and freedom of religion. ELENA BONNER, 
wife of renown POC ANDREI SAKHAROV, and one of the three remaining 
members of the Group, sadly announced the formal dissolution of the 
G.roup, referring to the "cruel persecution" of the monitors by Soviet 
authorities. 

~ost of the original monitors have either been arrested or exiled. 
The thirty eight currently imprisoned members of the various Belsinki 
Groups in the Soviet Union are serving a total of 355 years in prison 
or exile. Besides Elena Bonner, only SOFIA KALISTRATOVA and ~~ATJM MP. I~1AN 
remained active until the disbanding last week. 

Apparently, the determining reason for calling a halt to the Group's 
activities was due to the possible prosecution of seventy five year 
old Kalistratova, who is practically an invalid and suffers from a 
heart condition. She was first informed by Soviet officials in December 
1981 that she faced possible criminal prosecution for "anti - Soviet 
slander." On September 6, 1982, she was again warned by authorities 
as part of their pressures to silence the remaining Group. 

Despite Soviet repression, the Moscow Helsinki Group was successful 
in compiling over two hundred documents which demonstrated breaches of 
the Soviet Union's human rights commitments under the Helsinki Accords. 

News of POCs 
*ALEXANDER PARITSKY recently suffered from a heart attack. Preceding the 
attack, he had been in solitary confinement for fifteen days. Prison 
officials called his wife, POLINA, to break the news. Authorities 
re f us e to allow her to vi s it him, however, or to send him packages. 
In addition, Alexander's clothes were stolen again. 

Paritsky, of Kharkov, was sentenced last November to three years in 
prison for "defaming the Soviet State" (article 190-1 of the Soviet 
criminal code and 187 - 1 of the Ukrainian code). Send letters demanding 
that Pol i na be allowed to see her husband to: 

The Chief of the Camp 
Buriat ASSR Kabanskiy Rayon 
St. Vydrino 
P.O.B. 94/4 

Nikolai Anisimovich Shchelokov 
Minister of Interior USSR 
Ogarev St. 6 
Moscow 
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*POC VICTOR BRAILOVSKY, who was eligible to appeal for clemency, was 
denied last week on the grounds that he was once ten minutes late for 
work. Brailovsky now faces two more years of prison. 

News Briefs 
*On September 10, all phone lines from the U.S. to the USSR were 
disconnected for one day. Service was restored, but direct dial 
phone calls are not possible. 

*IDA NUDEL was recently told that if she stepped foot in Moscow, she 
would be put back into exile for one to three years. She has been 
officially banned from the capital until at least July 1983. Nudel 
is presently living outside of Moscow in Strunino. 

*Refuseniks ALEXANDER LERNER and JUDITH RATNER BYALY, both of Moscow, 
were warned by the KGB last week that they would be arrested if they 
continued to see tourists. 

*Leningrad activist ILYA SHOSTOKOVSKY was beaten up badly by eight 
KGB men while visiting ABA TARATUTA recently. His wife was beaten up 
in June of this year. Shostokovsky has been refused an exit visa 
since 1970 on the pretext of the "secrecy" of his former job as an 
electrical engineer. 

*On September 8, BORIS GULKO, thirty five year old former chess 
champion, was picked up by the militia in Moscow when he raised 
a banner demanding the right to emigrate to Israel outside the hotel 
where a regional chess tournament was underway. He was detained for 
nearly four hours before being released. 

Earlier, Gulke had notified the world's major chess journals, federations, 
and top Grand Masters that unless he and his wife ANNA AKHSHARUMOVA 
and their three year old child DAVID were granted exit visas by October 
20th, he would start a hunger strike. They first applied to emigrate 
in 1979. 

*Professor GRIGORY FREIMAN of Moscow was summoned by authorities on 
September 7, for the second time this month. His friends suspect that 
the inquiries are in connection with a letter by Freiman and other 
Soviet scientists sent to their colleagues in the West. Jewish scientists, 
refuseniks and non refuseniks alike, are increasingly being singled out 
and persecuLed by Soviet authorities. 

*IOSIF BEGUN, former POC who now lives in Strunino, has been unemployed 
for the past four months. He is worried that he will be rearrested for 
parisitism. EVGENY LEIN of Leningrad is in the same bind. 

*TAMARA LIVSHITZ'S application for emigration was refused. Her husband 
SEMION LIVSHITZ lives in Detroit, Michigan. 

*AUGUSTINA and LILIA VASHCHENKO are off their hunger strike, after forty 
days. Their condition had been reported as very grave. Their families, 
who are Pentecostals, have been living in the basement of the American 
Embassy in Moscow since 1978. 



7 -

Emigration Report 
Only 238 Soviet Jews arrived in Vienna during the month of May. 

ARRIVED IN ISRAEL: DMITRI RAIZMAN KIEV 

PERMISSIONS: SHMUEL AND ROZALIA SHRARTSBAND AND DAUGHTER 
SOFIA : RIGA 

*OVIR authorities in Riga seem to be automatically turning down all 
applications for exit visas. Experienced refuseniks are of the 
opinion that this is an official policy in order to discourage new 
people from applying. Indeed, one third of new refuseniks do not 
apply again. Those who do eventually reapply are subject to rigorous 
investigations. 

U.S. GROUP ASSAILS 
SOVIET REPRESSION 

20 Antinuclear Arms Leaders 
Say Moscow Is Harassing 

Russian Counterparts 
N '4 ~\ :nes 

By IVDfl'H MILLER 
s,ecw ion.,..vnnm. 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 4 .- Twenty 
AmertQll leaden of the movement to 
freeze Soviet and American. nuclear ar­
aenals bave protested what they d&­
scribed as Soviet efforts to "harass and 
persecute" their Soviet counterparts. 

In a letter to the Soviet leader Leonid 
I . Brahnev, the Americans. urged him 
to release from a psychiatric institution 
Seraet BatcMin, leader of the Soviet 
i-ce group, and to siop suppressing 
the 44tlnJ'' movement. 

"The double standard by which the 
SaYlet Government abides - applaud­
ing widespread public debate In the 
West, while crushing the most benign 
form of tree expression at home - only 
strengthens the complex of forces that 
Impel the nuclear arms race," the let­
~r states. 

In sending the letter, the American 
antinuclear weapons movement ap. 
peared to be breaking new ground. So 
far, opponents of the nuclear arms race 
bave focused criticism on the Reagan 
Administration's program to expand 
and improve the nation's nuclear 
forces. rather than on berating Soviet 
behavior. 

Loa Alamos Sdentlsts 
The letter Is signed by 20 of the na­

tion's mast promillent advocates of a 
bait to the nuclear arms race. Signato­
ries include many leading scientists 
and former Govmunent officials who 
speclallzed In defense issues and arms 
coatrol, and the national coordinator of 
the grass-roots nuclear freeze cam­
paign. Amaog those who signed are 
three scientists who worked on the nu­
clear weapons program at Los Alamos 
Laboratory-Hans A. Bethe, winner of 
the Nobel Prize for physics In 1!167, 
George B. Klstlakowsky, cbalrman of 
the Council for a Livable World, and 
Victor F. WeisskJ:lpf, who ls one of the 
few American members of the Soviet 
Union's Academy of Sciences. 

Kurt Gottbied, a physics professor at 
Cornell University, anct Mr. Bethe 
drafted and circulated the letter a cou­
ple of weeks ago within· the anns con­
trol community. Mr. Gottfried, who has 
been active in s\lpporting Russian 
scientists persecuted by their Govern­
ment, said in an interview today that he 
was "suprised and very pleased by the 
willingness of so many In the forefront 
of tile American movement to halt the 
arms race" to sign the letter. 

"We hope that our effort will make I 
the Soviet leaders see that it doesn't 
make sense to take :i hard-Une with 
their peace movement," he said. 
I 

'Enormous Creative Potency' 
The focus of the arms control a~ 

cates' protest is the Soviet Union's 
craclcdown on a fledgling independent 
disarmament group. On June ~. mem­
ben of the group said at a news confer­
ence for Western correspondents that 
their goal was to harness . the "enor­
mous creative potency" of the bt'Oad 
public in the search for disarmament 
and peace. Members said that they 
would pross for direct cootacu between 
the American and Soviet peoples and 
open discussion on both sides of disar­
mament proposals and other questions 
touching on peace and war. 

On Aug. 6, the police arrested Mr. 
Batovrin, a 2.>year-0ld artist who 
founded the group, and put him In a psy­
chlaUic hospital. A group of American 
peace activists had been scheduled to 
visit him that day. 

One week later, the Soviet police 
sealed off the apartment where other 
members of the group were planning to 
meet, charging that the movement was 
provocatl~. antisocial and illegal. The 
crackdown ocCUITed on the day that the 
Soviet press carried .glbwing accounts 
of the huge protest against nuclear war 
thedaybeforeinNew York. 

1'llru'8Md With Elec:trle Sbocll: 
Since his Incarceration; Mr. Batovrin 

bas been admlnl9ter@d antidepressant 
drugs apinst his will and threatened 
with electrtc shoclt treatments if he did 
not take his medication, accordini to 
Natasha Batovrin, bis wife. 

On August II, Amnesty lntematlOll&l, 
the London-based international human 
rights group, selected Mr. Batovrin as a 
"prisoner of coosclence," and urged 
supporten to press for bis rel-. 

"We have been dismayed tbat the 
Soviet Government has chosen to har­
ass and persecute this tiliy group," the 
American letter state!!. 

Mr. Gottfried said that he did not be­
ll eve that tbe c:nic:kdowu on the peace 
group indicated tbat the Soviet Union 
wiu not willlllg to negotiate a "mutual 
and..verifiable freeze or reductions" In 
atomic anenals. 1be Soviet Union 
would agree to a freeze If the United 
States did and it It was consistent with 
its security Interests, be asserted. 

Rather, the crackdown reflected .the 
fact that the "Sov\$ Union has not 
learned to tolerate any kind of critl· 
cism," Mr. Gottfried said. 

Denver Post 9/14/82 
Jewish Group Honors Hart 

WASHINGTON - Cited as a "stead­
fast champion for the cause <>f human 
rights," Sen. Gary Hart, D-Colo., was 
named a "Legislator of the Year," Mon­
day by the Union of Councils for Sovifil, 
Jews. . 

Mrs. Ullian Hoffman of Denver, long 
an activist on behalf of oppressed Soviet 
Jewry, said in making the presentation 
that Hart, a member of the Congression­
al Advisory Board, has been "invalu­
able" in the cause of helping Soviet .1ews 
emigrate from the Soviet Union. 
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Ben Wattenberg · IL_ . ______ ...;;;;... wo.::in·~~ "~1 
Russia Shrinks; 
Why Should We? 

The RIB!iane. have a problem that ought ·to be 
~. not only for them but b Americans and the 
HOlise of Representatives, wbicli will vot.e soon on the 
imrlligration bill A<n>rding to . Murray Feshbach of 
Gdgetmm Univelsity, who has been studying the 
Soviet population for ro years. their problem is this: 
they ate sort of ~ ahcrt of R.8esiam. That is, the 
fertility rate of WOQlel1 in the "Ru<isian" republic of the 
U.S.8.R. is 1.9 children per woman. That rate is "nega­
tive." After some decades at that fertility rat.e, a popu­
lat.ioo declines. At the same time, in the Centzal Asian 
republic of the U.S.S.R.-where .the Kir&iz, TadiJUk. 
Turkmen and Uzbek li9e-there k a feifltity rate of 
about five children per \iw>man. 'There areaome impor­
tant facts~note about~ Centnl ~ 1_'hey ~ 
mMly Madem, as are .their Trancauca&an sister re­
jJublics. And they don't generally like the RusBUm& 

Of ooune, as Feshbach points rut, the Russians still 
make up 52 percent of the U.S.S.R.'s population. The 
"Slavic" republia!, which include nOt only Ru9llians 
but 50 million Ukranians, make up ~2 percent of the 
U.S.S.R. Soviet authorities have rea!Iltly imtituted 
some~ rJn>.nataliat measures. 

Still, the problem is there f~ the Soviet.a. By the 
year ~ Ruesians in the U.8.8.R. will be a· minority: 
aboot 47 percent. There is already a labor problem: a 
-decline in the number of worbrs in RuEia that will 

get p~vely more aer:iow while at the same time 
the labor force ·of the Central Asians grows steeply. 
The same phenomenon is apparent in the military. By 
the year 200>,-the Ruesian mili~ f0100 will be com· 
~ of a ·majority of non-R~ percent. All 
this~ ~ted by an incrediole cieyelopment that 
hmt. naived ooly scant attention in the West. The 
~death rate has gone up. Way up: It was 6.-9 per 
tbcUland 'in 1964, and it is 10.3 tOOay. Muell ofthe in­
cn.e..~ Feshbach, isdlle to a pandemic of alooho­
liim;-whidl ,strikee·partiCularly at y0ung ·Rt.iisian males 
and Jeavm the abst.eUlidua Madems wtt.ouched. 

AB this alQ.ild be d ~west to the House of Repre­
aentat.iws. For. America e1ao .has ·a negative friity 
rat&-aboot as law as the Russiam'. But America has 
a aeaet weapon allowing it to grow in a healthy Wily 
becaUie imiliigranta · Wailt to come· here. (No one 
wluntAl8l'8 to ~te· iµ Rue!itia-) Furtheimore, ethnic 
gmlpl in AmeriCa not oo1y don't feel like captive na­
tioos ~ U> be tree; they also fnake fine citi7.ens. 

If it Werell't for ciw wars, purges, epidemics, wars, 
famines, liquidation of the KUiaks-the Soviet popula­
tion tOOaY wou,td be about 200 million more than it is! 
How would)~ like to haw, ID arms rare with a Soviet 
Iia,tion of 470 1ni11ion--about twice es large M ours? 
Power, remember, iS still related to population si1.e. 
. With a moderat.ely e.xpami.orust immigration policy, 
America can grow, r.emain strong and influential, able 
to support ~ values· in a turbulent world Unfortu­
nately, the .itnmigra~ levels in the bill before· the 
Hoose set in motion 2 denqraphic pr~ that can 
lead to 8. oo-groWth population pattern in the United 
S~just like that. of the Ru;sians.· It can be easily 
and moderat.ely loaiened, and it shbukl be. -
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WEEKLY UPDATE 
Interview with Congressman Brodhead 

(f~om l to ~) Leonid 
Shc.ha~an~ky and Ida 
Milg4om (Anatoly 
Shc.ha4an4ky'~ b4othe4 
and mothe4) and 
C~ng4e~4man William 
B4odhead in V4. Alexande4 
L~ne4'~ apa4tment in 
Mo4 c.ow. 

Congressman William Brodhead (D-MI) recently returned from a trip 
to the Soviet Union, sponsored by the Union of Councils for Soviet 
Jews and the Detroit Soviet Jewry Committee. The Congressman met 
with over fifty refusenik families in Moscow and Leningrad. 
Judith Slovin, Associate Director of the UCSJ and Editor of the 
ALERT, interviewed him on his experience in the Soviet Union. 

Q. Congressman Brodhead, what overall impressions did you 
have of the political and economic situation in the 
Soviet Union, especially in regards to Soviet Jews? 

A. My impression is that economically the Soviets are very far 
behind the United States; the vast majority of the country's 
resources is going to the military, rather than to improving 
the life of the people. When a country is on a wartime footing, 
which I think the Soviet Union essentially is, dissent is not 
tolerated. So it's a very rigid, repressive economic and 
political system. 

Q. How did you find the general mood of the refuseniks? 
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Not hopeful. I think they recognize that the likelihood 
of their getting out is very slim under current conditions. 

You visited with refuseniks in both Moscow and Leningrad. 
Because the refusenik community in Leningrad has been 
allowed to engage more openly in cultural activities, until 
recently, did you find a more positive attitude among 
refuseniks there? 

Yes. There ·seemed to be a little more freedom in Leningrad. 
The refuseniks seemed to be more accepting. I had the feeling 
that they were enjoying their lives a little more than the 
people in Moscow. The refuseniks in Moscow seem to feel 
like they are under the gun. 

For the past eight years since you first came to Congress 
I know that you have been particularly concerned with the 
case of Alexander Maryasin of Riga. He has been y6ur 
adopted refusenik. ·What was it like to finally meet him? 

We met in the home of a mutual friend and spontaneously threw 
our arms around each other. We were just so thrilled and 
excited to see each other and talk about all the things that 
have happened in the last eight years since we have been 
corresponding. There was a very warm feeling between us. 

Of all the fifty o~d refuseniks that you met with, was the~e 
anything !ll your edfrve1sations t ha w~s particul~rly intpi"ess1ve~ 

The most striking conversation I had was with Dr. Alexander Lerner 
who, since we met with him, has been denied access to ~esterners 
by Soviet authorities. I was so impressed with him. For 
someone who had held such a prominent position in the Soviet 
scientific community, I asked him why he had made his decision 
to apply to emigrate, knowing that number one, he ·would lose 
his job. and number two, he might not receive an exit visa. 
He explained that he was very concerned about the Soviet policy 
of anti-Semitism, and that he was being held up as an example 
that there was no discrimination against Jews in the Soviet 
Union. He felt that he had to bear testimony as a matter of 
conscience. The best testimony that he could give was to ask 
to be allowed to emigrate knowing what the results would be. 
He made a martyr of himself. 

Would you describe your meetings with the people at 'the · 
American Embassy in Moscow? 

The officials there were very helpful, they were very 
knowledgeable about the problem and very concerned. Their 
views were similar to the refuseniks, i.e. that there was 
increased repression, constantly lower toleration of any kinn 
of dissenting element in the Soviet Union, and that a solution 
to the problem depended on somehow making a breakthrough in 
terms of U.S.-Soviet relations. 
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As long as relations between the two countries are as bad 
as they are now, the United States government doesn't 
have very much leverage in terms of trying to help these 
people. 

Q. What kinds of suggestions or ideas do you advocate for better 
U.S.-Soviet relations? 

A. I have felt for a long time that we are trying to obstruct 
and fight with the Soviet Union on every front, particularly 
since the latter part of the Carter Administration. Since 
President Reagan has been in office, we seem to be trying 
to confront them on virtually every issue. My view is that 
we should pick out a few things that are really important 
and confront them on those issues, and try to seek peaceful 
relations in other areas. For example, I think that we ought 
to try to expand tourism and cultural contacts between the 
two countries. I don't think we ought to prevent them from 
getting technology, unless it's very advanced technology 
that has military use, and I think that we ought to move 
the questions of human rights up near the top of the agenda. 

Q. So you feel that human rights is not a high priority in this 
Administration? 

A. I don't think it's a high priority with them. Their priority 
~eems to be to contain and era.ck the Soviet Unio~ 'M¥·~ 
impression of the Soviet Union is that it's a very strong 
country internally. After seeing and hearing about the Second 
World War and the hard times that these people have been 
through for 60 or 7D years, I came to the conclusion that we 
are not going to crack these people . The Communists can 
stand just about any pressure that we put on them. Given 
their military strengths, and their power in the world, we 
are going to have to learn to live with them. We are not 
going to defeat them militarily. I think the net effect of 
our policy over the last few years has been to give them good 
reasons to clamp down on people internally. I believe we have 
had a self-defeating policy in the areas of human rights and 
emigration. As a general proposition, when relations between 
the two countries have been good, the rate of emigration has 
been high. When relations are bad, it's been low. Now 
certainly there are times and issues when we have to take a 
stand, and if that causes relations to be bad, then so be it. 

But for example, I don't agree with our government's positions 
with respect to the pipeline, and making it difficult for 
Soviet citizens to come to the United States. I don't think 
there's any more effective way we could subvert the Soviet 
system than to allow large numbers of Soviet citizens to 
come to the United States and see the kind of life that we 
have here. 
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Q. You have been deeply involved with Soviet Jewry for eight 
years now. How did your trip there and your meetings 
with the refuseniks who you have been working for for 
so long, affect you emotionally? Did the visit change 
your political perceptions? 

A. You hear about these things and read about them, talk 
about them, but you don't have a sense of it, really. 
I don't think I did have a sense of it until I saw it 
for myself. To see these very capable and talented 
people, who in most cases are not allowed to work at 
their chosen profession, to experience being followed 
by the KGB, as we were, to see and talk to people who 
literally have no hope, other than their friends in the 
free world - its's hard to imagine people could be so 
without resources. But when you see it, you know it's 
true. 

Q. You mentioned being followed by the KGB. Did you have 
any other experiences of harassment that you would like 
to talk about? 

A. Well, when we were at the Taratuta apartment in Leningrad, 
the local militia came three times within an hour, for 
no reason, saying that they had reports that there was 
a disturbance going on. There was just a group of 20 or 
25 peo~le who were sitting and talking. That ~as all 
that was-going on. But what we we~hrough with t~ 
KGB is minor, really, compared with what those refuseniks 
go through in terms of losing their jobs, being sent to 
Siberia for holding up signs, etc. Compared to that, it 
was nothing. 

Q. What more can we do in this country to help the refuseniks? 
Have our efforts been effective thus far? 

A. We can't get discouraged. We have to keep up the efforts, 
make whatever contacts we can, always sensitive to the 
fact that we may, sometimes, inadvertently or accidentally 
do something that causes these people to get into trouble. 
We should always be very careful about this. They seemed 
to be very glad to see us. They said what we were doing 
is very helpful to them. As Americans, if we really want 
to do something about this problem, we have to begin to 
think about how we can take a much more pragmatic approach 
toward the Soviet Union, towards relations between the 
two countries. Our approach now really does not make any 
sense. As a member of Congress, I found the Soviet 
authorities somewhat ~esponsive in earlier years, when 
they had hopes that they would get something in exchange. 
They know now that no concessions are possible. They have 
no reason to listen to me now. We have no leverage with them. 

( CoYLti..rw.ed on pa.ge 10 I 
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SHCHARANSKY ON HUNGER STRIKE 

On Yom Kippur eve, POC ANATOLY 
SHCHARANSKY began an indefinite 
hunger strike in the notorious 
Chistopol Prison to protest against 
an official blockade of his mail 
and visits by his family. No one 
has heard from Shcharansky since 
January, and his mother IDA MILGROM 
has been turned away twice from 
attempts to see him at the prison 
in April and July. Mrs. Milgrom 
stated, "In January when I last saw 
him, he looked like a virtual skeleton. 
A long fast means inevitable death. 
I don't think he will survive." 

After hearing the news about her 
son's hunger strike, Mrs. Milgrom 
met with two prison authorities 
charging them with responsibility 
for Anatoly's deteriorated physical 
condition and holding them morally 
responsible for his hunger strike. 
A~-th-a-t point, ~he authorities told 
her that they would not let Shcharansky 
die. 

Shcharansky, a mathematician and chess 
master, had become the unofficial 
spokesman of the Jewish emigration 

movement in the USSR until his arrest on March 15, 1977. On July 4, 
1974, he married his beloved AVITAL. The following day, she was forced 
out of the Soviet Union and has not seen her husband since. She is 
now living in Jerusalem where she spends every waking moment working 
for Anatoly's release. 

After Shcharansky was arrested for "treason" in 1977, he was held 
incommunicado for sixteen months, and ultimately sentenced in July 
1978 to thirteen years of forced labor in camps and exile. 

In 1981 alone, he spent over half the year in solitary confinement 
and prison cells. 

In a statement by Avita!, she said: "Jews around the world have fasted 
for one day, Yorn Kippur, but Anatoly has begun an unlimited hunger 
strike to protest against his complete isolation from the outside 
world. Because of his deteriorating health and appeals to the Kremlin 
to no avail, he decided to declare a hunger strike." 
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On September 27th, State Department spokesman Alan Romberg declared: 
"We wish to emphasize how thoroughly we deplore the Soviet authorities' 
willful abuse of Mr. Shcharansky's rights which has led to this 
desperate decision. We call on Soviet authorities to reconsider their 
treatment of Mr. Shcharansky ·and restore his ability to be allowed to 
communicate with friends and relatives." 

Shcharansky's situation has never been more critical or desperate. 
He needs our support! Demand that Ida Milgrom be allowed to visit 
her son. Demand that Anatoly Shcharansky be allowed to join his 
wife in I~rael. Send letters to: 

Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin 
Soviet Embassy 
1125 16th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

President Reagan 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Letters 

Col. Malofeyev (Chistopol Prison Director) 
Uchr. 5110/1 UE 
Moscow, USSR 

of support to: 
Anatoly Shcharansky 
Chistopol Prison 
Moscow, USSR 

Crushing a Hunger Strike 
AM:toly' .6 6o!UneJL p!U.60YU11a.te JOSEPH MENVELEVZCH, now Uving in Z.61Ule.i, duCJvi..beJi a 
hu.ngeJL '.6.tJL.i.ke in a Soviet P!Li..6on. 

A hunger strike formally begins when a prisoner conveys a declaration 
of his intention to strike to the prison authorities. The prison 
director calls in the prisoner and declares that the Soviet regime 
does not recognize such an act, and thus it is illegal. "You're 
allowed to not eat as much as you want," he explains, "but we must 
carry out our obligations to give you food according to regulations." 

Despite the inmate's refusal to eat, guards bring food to the cell, 
so the sight of it will stimulate him. They deliberately keep the 
hunger striker with other prisoners who are eating as usual . so they 
can say, "how do we know if you're hunger striking or not? We're 
serving food as usual. Your rations are right next to you." 
The prison authorities show total lack of concern for the issues 
for which the prisoner is hunger striking. They seek only to 
persecute the prisoner and convince him to give up. 

The next step is official disinterest in the hunger strike, and the 
accusation that this is an anti-Soviet act warranting criminal 
punishment. Because he is so weak, the hunger striker cannot work. 
He's then accused of refusing to work, and can be incarcerated for 
15 days in solitary confinement in a cement box with no bed, table 
or window, and with only a hole in the floor for sewage. After 
these measures, many hunger strikers cannot withstand the physical 
and psychological pressure and give up. . 

If the strike continues, a doctor eventually comes to visit the 
prisoner, but any layman could diagnose that the striker is on 
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the verge of exhaustion. The doctor's role here . is not to help 
but to exert additional psychological pressure. In harshest terms, 
he describes how a hunger strike harms all of one's internal vital 
organs. He repeats this many times. 

At this stage, the striker is isolated for the entire day in a 
solitary confinement cell. He is not allowed to see friends, 
but KGB agents persist in coming to intimidate him. Next comes 
a period of total neglect. The hunger striker is led to believe 
that the authorities consider him dead. According to the regulations, 
biological deterioration has set in, and artifical feeding must be 
implemented as the next stage. 

The guards enter the cell, throw the prisoner to the floor and put 
him in handcuffs, chains and a straitjacket. They force open ~is 
mouth with a special instrument. The assault costs the prisoner 
a few broken ribs and teeth. A tube is put in his mouth with direct 
access to his stomach. 1000 calories of liquid food is poured in. 
If the hunger striker stops the flow by pressing the tube with his 
teeth, the tube is then shoved up his nose. 

This type of feeding harms the body's metabolism and causes painful 
headaches and stomach aches. As it is given between long breaks, 
it forces the prisoner to start his hunger strike over again many 
times. This course of action is much more painful than a continuous 
hunger strike, as the amount of food given at one forced feeding 
·s .no.t enough to allow the bodr to function. This form of artificial 
nutrition is a most fierce, sophisticated form of torture. It is a 
torture that perpetrates serious degeneration of the body. 

However, cases are known where, thanks to public support, the hunger 
striker withstands these hardships and reaches his objectives. You 
and I are part of that public who must help Anatoly Shcharansky 
achieve his objectives of life and freedom. 

World Reaction 
*AVITAL SHCHARANSKY came to Washington, D.C. on an emergency visit to 
rally the support of the U.S. government and administration for her 
husband, Anatoly,with regard to his hunger strike. On October 6, 1982, 
a press conference directly opposite the Soviet Embassy was held with 
Avital, Senators Paul Tsongas (D-MA), Carl Levin (D-MI), and 
John Heinz {R-PA). Senator Tsongas announced that he would attempt 
to go to the Soviet Union to visit Anatoly at Chistopol prison to 
determine his physical and psychological condition. He called on 
Soviet authorities to allow Shcharansky contact with his family 
through mail and personal visits, and ultimately for his emigration 
from the USSR. Following the press conference, the three senators 
met with Soviet Embassy officials to discuss the case. 
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*DECLARATION BY FORMER PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE 

We ha.ve ju.i.:t been .lnnoJrmed :tha..t Aria.:toly Shc.luvr.a.ti6ky bega.n a.n u.nUmU.ed hu.ngeJL 
.li:tlvi.ke, dema.nding a.n end :to hiA .l6ol.a.:ti.on nJr.om :the ou.U.lde wo"1d. FoJr. .6hc. yetJ.JrA, 
he ha.6 no.t been a.le.owed .to .liend oJr. Jr.ec.elve le..t.teJrA n.l!.om h.l6 wine, a.nd now ha.6 
been denied .the !Llgh.t :to meet wl.th Jr.eia.UveA. The .f.e..t.te-u he WIU.tu a.nd whlc.h 
a.Jr.e .6en.t him a.Jr.e c.onn.l6c.a.:ted, .ln c:Li.Jr.ec..t c.ontJr.acli..c.tion .to .lntetr.na.tlonai. .f..a.w. 

We ha.ve no dou.b.t .tha..t .the Sov.le.t goveJtnment ha.6 .ta.ken .thue me.a.6WLU .to ex.eJLt 
pJr.U.6WLe on owe. nuend a.nd .to noJr.c.e him .to a.dmli:. .to .the na.l.6e a.c.c.u.ba.:t.lon.6 .tha..t 
c.a.Ll.6ed him .to be .llentenc.ed .to 7 3 y~ on .bn(Jll.-Uonment. The Sov.let goveJLnment 
unn.U .to bJr.ea.k hiA .6 pVU.t a.nd kil1. him. 

Ana.:toly' .6 Une .l6 on pa.Jr.a.mount .lmpoJr..ta.nc.e .to u..6 bec.a.Ll.6e we love him M a. c..f..o.6e 
nuend a.nd a. hu.ma.n bung. H.l6 na.:t.e Jr.epJr.uen:t.6 :tha..t on mU.Uon.6 on Sov.let leJAUi 
:thJr.ea..tened by rutti..onai. genoc..lde. 

At .th.l6 moment, when OWL deaJL nuend .l6 .l6oi.a..ted .ln a. Sov.let c.eli .ln the dli.ea.dnu.l 
ChiA.topol Pwon, c.ouJr..a.geou.i.£.y 6.lgh.tlng no.I!. hiA Une a.nd no.I!. .the Une on hiA people, 
we, nOJrmeJL v~ On .the Sov.le.t (Jll.-Uon .6y.6tem, .tWLn .to you., OWL Jewi..-6h bJr.e.thJr.en 
·a.nd all people on goodwU.f.. tlvtou.ghou.t :the wo"1d wl.th oWL c.Jr.y: TU6e u.p M one .6ou..f. 
a.nd pJr.otut. We c.a.nno.t let the whlte c.olla.Jr. waJr.deYl.6 06 the KJr.emUn extcvuni.ria.:te 
thiA pJr.euou..6 hu.ma.n Une. We wlU wln hiA nJr.eedom! 

(signed by) Ruth Alexandrovich, Anatoly Altman, Tina Brodetsky, Hillel 
Butman, Jacob Vinarov, Meir Gelfand, Anatoly Goldfeld, Alexander Galperin, 
Shlomo Dreisner, Sylva Zalmanson, Israel Zalmanson, Wolf Zalmanson, 
Lassa! Kaminsky, Edward Kuznetsov, Mikhail Korenblit, Sender Levinson, 
Lazar Lubarsky, Mark Lutsker, Joseph Mendelevich, Natan Malkin, Joseph 

--Mi shiner, Vladimir Mogilever, Boris Penson, Raiza Palatnik, Lev Roi tburd, 
Alexander Silnitsky, Aaron Farberov, Alexander Feldman, Aryeh Khanokh, 
Boris Tsitlonak, Aaron Shpilberg. 

*DECLARATION BY FORMER LONG-TERM REFUSENIKS 

ThiA a.ppea..f. .l6 a.ddli.U.6ed .to you. by nOJrmeJL .f..ong-teJr.m Jr.enu..6en.ik..6 a.nd by Jr.e.f.a:ti..VU 
On Sov.le.t ]eJAUi who ha.ve been 6o!LC..lb.f..y .6epa.lta..ted no.I!. ma.ny yea.Jr.6 nMm the.l.I!. namili.U 
.ln Z.61ta.el. ThiA a.ppea..f. .l6 on an eme.tr.genc.y na.:t.WLe .ln v.lw on the dJta.ma.:t.lc. development 
.ln .the .6.ltua.Uo n on Ana..toly S hc.ha.Jta.n.6 ky. We ha.v e j u..6 :t leaJLned tha.:t he ha.6 beg u.n 
a. hu.ngeJL .li:tlvi.ke on Yom Klppwr., the Va.y on Atonement. 

FoJr. ma.ny month6, he htU been kept .ln an .lnteJLnai. pu.ni6 hment c.eli IAJh,lc.h .l6 lio 
ho)(.}[.,[ble .tha..t even by Sov.let .f..a.w a. (Jll.-UoneJL c.annot be kep.t .theJLe 6oJr. moJr.e .tha.n 
7 5 do..y.6. Ana..toly' .6 hea..f..th ha.6 been Jr.ee.f.ed c.ompletely by hu.ngeJL, c.o.f..d and la.ck 
06 6Jr.Uh rUJr.. He .l6 a.lone, .l6o.f..a.:ted 6Jr.om h.l6 nam.U.y and liWVt.ou.nded by .6ec.Jr.et 
poUc.e gl.UVUU, bu.t he c.ontinu.u h.l6 .litll.u.ggle dup.lte .the .to.ta.R.i..y .inhuman c.onclUi.oYl.6 
.ln wh.i.c.h he .l6 kep.t by .the Soviet a.u.tho!rl.:ti..u. He c.oui.d only :take .tlvi.6 wky 
dec..l6.lon .to beg.in a hu.ngeJL litlUke a..6 a .f..a..6.t litep .ln Ith, .6tll.u.ggle no.I!. hiA .ldeal6. 

The Une On OWL beloved nuetul and gJr.ea..t heJLo .l6 now .ln mo.l!..ta..f. da.ngeJL. We WLge 
you. :to mobilize wo.l!..f..d pu.bUc. op.lnion, WLge you. to exp.f..a..ln to the Sov.let goveJLnment 
.tha..t they c.a.nno.t c.Jr.u..6 h Arw..toly' .6 Un e .ln .thiA uny. We Mk you. to Jr.ea.c.t .lmmecli.a.:tel.y 
benoJr.e U .l6 too W.e. 

(signed by) Joseph Ahs, Jacob Ariev, Shmuel Bronfman, Joseph & Dina Beilin, 
Dr. Ilya Ginsburg. Prof. Benjamin Fain, Elana Nudel, Dr. Sonya 
Lerner-Levin, Dr. Alexander Lunts, Evgeny Lenchik, Emanuel Luboshitz, 
Mikhail Mager, Dr. Dan Roginsky, Ina Rubin, Lev Ulanovsky, Dr. Alexander 
Voronel. 
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*Secretary of State GEORGE SHULTZ and Soviet Foreign Minister 
ANDREI GROMYKO began talks on September 28 in ~Tew York to 
"exchange views on matters of concern to both countries." 
It was reported that Shultz put special emphasis on human rights 
questions and submitted to Gromyko a list of Soviet Jewish 
refuseniks whose situations are of particular concern to the 
United States. The talks continued the following week, although 
they are not expected to substantially ease the tense relations 
between the two countries. 

*Learning of Shcharansky's hunger strike, the Committee of Concerned 
Scientists coordinated activities among leading American and 
Canadian computer scientists to protest his harsh treatment and 
virtual isolation from his family and friends. The scientists 
called upon Minister of the Interior SHCHELOKOV and Director of 
Chistopol Prison ROMANOV to "restore our colleague's human rights," 
and to "seek amnesty for him·, leading to his emigration from the 
USSR." 

Emigration Report 

*Former POC Af.INER ZAVUROV and his father, BORIS, finally received 
exit visas after eight years of being refuseniks. In August 1975 
they were given exit visas, but while their luggage was being 
processed for shipment, they were informed that the visas had 
~f9'ttM· All ef:fa.rts to o:b.:t.a.i.n.- an ~t.eRsios were re.fused, and. 
they were officially denied permission to emigrate in January 1976 
because of "regime considerations." 

Amner was subsequently arrested in January 1977 on the pretext of 
"hooliganism and passport regulations" and sentenced to three 
years in Soviet prison. Amner and his father will be joining 
their family in Israel. 

*The Ratevsky family o~ Bucharest arrived in Israel last month. 
They had been refuseniks for twelve years. 

*Forty refuseniks gathered at the Moscow OVIR office and submitted 
a letter of protest concerning the long periods of time they are 
forced to wait for invitations and exit visas. Three representatives 
of this group requested a meeting with the OVIR manager, but he 
only agreed to speak with each of them separately. The refuseniks 
would not accept the offer, instead sending the letter to the general 
Soviet OVIR~ According to Soviet law, the OVIR must answer the 
letter within one month. 

ONLY 246 JEWS LEFT THE SOVIET UNION IN SEPTEMBER 1982. 
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lcont~nued 64om page 41 

I think, in the end, we are talking tough here, but 
we are just bluffing. In the end, we are not about to 
go to war with the Soviet Union. The American people 
don't want that. Our European Allies, who are much more 
directly threatened by the Soviet Union than we are, 
in the geographic sense, are trying to trade and expand 
relations with them. So the Soviets see the West as 
divided. That doesn't convince them that we mean business. 
We need to try to unite the Allies and figure out a policy 
that will achieve defined goals. Otherwise, we are just 
following a blind anti-Communist policy. I don't think 
it makes any sense to just bang your head against the wall. 
Let's try to figure out how to win. 

Q. Has the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews been an 
effective voice for the refuseniks? 

A. I think so. Refuseniks feel that their friends in 
America are about the only friends they have. To the 
extent that it is tolerated by Soviet authorities, the 
UCSJ has been able to get messages to them, communicate 
with them, give them hope, help, and many of the people 
that are active in the UCSJ are widely known among the 
Jewish community in the Soviet Union. 

Q. How did you find the Vaschenkos and the Chmykhalovs, 
(the Pentecostal families in the American Embassy)? 

A. I think they are very sad, very pathetic. They are asking 
for something which I don't think they are going to get. 
They are in a slightly different category than the Jews 
there. I don't think there is any particular reason why 
the Soviets want or need to keep those people. But the 
tactic that the families are choosing is not one that is 
designed to be effective: namely, the hunger strike. 
If these people starve themselves to death, I don't think 
it will cause any tears in the Kremlin. *(The families 
have recently ended their hunger strike). Clearly, 
the Soviets yielded a couple times to the hunger strikers. 
They have now made the decision that they are not going 
to yield. The United States just doesn't have any legal 
ability to help these people. 

Q. Recently, on Yorn Kippur, Shcharansky declared a hunger 
strike. Do you think that is going to get him anywhere? 

A. I think the case of Shcharansky is different. I mean, his 
case appears to be on the surface so hopeless, that, clearly, 
he is a desperate man. The treatment of Shcharansky by 
the Soviet authorities is so monstrous and so outrageous, 
that one doesn't even know how to begin to reason with 
people like that. 

A. Earlier you were discussing the sense of hopelessness and 
helplessness of the Soviet Jews. Did you also perceive 
a sense of fear? 
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A. Well, not exactly fear as such. The people that we 
talked to are pretty intelligent people. They seem 
to know what their limits are and are able to operate 
within those limits. They are well trained by the Soviet 
authorities. They are not venturesome at all in terms 
of desiring to cause dissent or disruption. They just 
want to leave, and they know that they can make a certain 
amount of noise; but once they reach a certain decibel 
level, it's not going to be tolerated. So it is fear in 
that sense, but it's more something that they have 
accommodated themselves to and learned to live with. 

Q. Do you have any additional comments? 

A. I won't say it was an enjoyable trip, but it was a 
fascinating, frustrating, exhilirating and deeply 
emotional experience. I will never be the same after 
that. It was quite an education, and I would ce.rtainly 
encourage anybody who has an interest in this problem 
to go to the Soviet Union. After only eight or nine days, 
I really understand Communism and the Soviet Union and 
the violations of human rights as I never have understood 
them before. It was one of the great experiences of my 
life, and I am very grateful to have had the opportunity 
to go. · 

Ms. Slevin: Thank you. 

News Briefs 
*On September 8th, Moscow refusenik and former Soviet national chess 
champion Grandmaster BORIS GULKO was attacked as he attempted to 
enter as a spectator into the international interzonal chess 
tournament held in the Soviet capital. The Student Struggle for 
Soviet Jewry received a copy of a letter he addressed to the 
tourney's participants explaining what happened: 

"When I c.ame to the towuiament I Wa.6 .6topped .in 6Jr.ont 06 the enbta.nc.e. My t.i.c.ke:t 
l00.4 c.on6.i..6c.a.:ted a.6 .l6 U we1r.e 6'1h e. I ~ k.lc.ked by phtlnc.lothumen .in 61r.ont 
06 uM.6M.med poUc.e a.nd a. c.1r.owd 06 c.hu.6 l.oveJL6. AnteJr. tha.t, I ~ ta.ken a.wo.y 
to the poil..c..e .6ta.Uon 6oJr. th!r.ee hoWL6 a.nd l00.4 601r.b.ldden to attend the .lnteJr.zonal 
c.heu towuuunent. Thi.6 .i..6 a.n u.np!r.ec.edented c.a.6 e .in c.heu U6 e. I 'm .6 u.1r.e tha.t 
the c.a.u..6e 601r. tha.:t .lnc..lden:t .l.6 tha.:t I a.ppUed to emlg!Utte to 1.6Jr.a.d. I hope 
tha.:t c.hu.6 p.l.a.ye!r..6 wlU dJta.w the.i.Jr. c.onc.fu.6.lonii 6Jr.om my c.tU e a.nd wlU dema.nd the 
o M eJr.va.nc.e o 6 :the.i.Jr. c.oUea.gu.e '.6 IL.lg h:t.6. " 

Gulko was officially threatened several days ago with imprisonment 
if he persisted in his efforts to emigrate. 

*ARI VOLVOVSKY's wife, MILA,recently underwent gall bladder surgery. 
Ten days later, she was rushed back to the hospital due to complications. 
Please write letters of support to the family. USSR/RSFSR/Gorky/ul. 
Krilova 14 a/Apt. 115/Volvovsky 
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Stop Press .... Stop Press .... Stop Press .... 
According to information from Chicago Action for Soviet 
Jewry, YURI TARNOPOLSKY of Kharkov, who has been refused 
an exit visa for six years, began a hunger strike on 
October 1st. He is only drinking water, and plans to 
continue hunger striking at least until November 9, when 
the Madrid Conference reconvenes. 

Tarnopolsky, like SHCHARANSKY, is undergoing the strike 
in a desperate call to Soviet officials to grant him 
permission to emigrate. In November 1980, Yuri embarked 
on a similar hunger strike together with a group of 
refuseniks which again coincided with the opening of the 
Madrid Conference. 

On the same day that Kharkov activist and POC ALEXANDER 
PARITSKY was arrested in August 1981, Tarnopolsky's home 
was raided, along with the homes of his friends DAVID 
SOLOVEICHIK and EVGENY CHUDNOVSKY, and various books and 
papers were confiscated. Tarnopolsky is a teacher in 
the unofficial "Kharkov University" which was formed in 
September 1980 by a group of refuseniks. 
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