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THE WHITE + - =
WASHlNGTON
Rhugust 2, 1983

MEZMORAJDUM TO  JUDGE WILLIAM P. CLZRK,
Assistant to the President
for Wational Security Affairs

FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey
SUBJECT: White House Digest Paper, "Buman Rights in

Cuba" for I leese Aucust 3, 1983, and
Related Matters

As we have all realized by now, one of the diffic 1t: s
we face in sel ing the President's policies on Central America
is the American peovple's unfamiliarity with the region and
the players. Only a tiny percentage of Americans know
which governments in Central America are friendly to the
United States and which are not. The same holds true for
the guerrilla groups. -

We are all working to overcome this information gap.
> realize that it would not be possible to educate every
Anerican thoroughly on the subject, however, Dr. Richard
Wirthlin's Central American poll data shows a very great
concern about 1e installation of "Marxist" and esvecially
"Communist" governments or revolutions. If the American
people knew we are opposing the Communists in Central 32america,
the data suggests they would very much sympathize with our
goals even lacking a detailed knowledge of the situation.

Common sense suggests the same conclusion. Wouldn't
it be a great deal more difficult for some Congressmen to
oppose aid to E1 Salvador if the network news shows had
been using the identifying vhrase, "Communist guecrille
when speaking of the Salvadoran guerrillas rather than the
phrase, "leftist guerrillas" as they have been?

by st

guerrillas as Marxists but particularly as "Communists," a
word about which there is no ambiguity and which is recognized
by the largest number of people. "Marxist" and "Marxist-
Leninist" will, occasionally, be appropriate, but bBoth sound

a little professorial, and also sound as if we are avoiding

the word "Cor inist" and thus deliberately inviting ambigu ty.



I am very distressed, t! refore, by attempts by some
people at NSC, DoD, and the State Department to sanitize
the word "Communist" out of the White House Dicest series.

The latest instance is our paper scheduled for relecase
Wwednescday, August 3, 1983, "Human Rights in Cuba." 2As drafted
by this office, the paper identified the covernment of Nicaragua
as "Communist." Some people in the clecarance process at the
State Department and DoD objected. NSC concurred in the
Objections and inserted "pro-Soviet" for "Communist."

After strenuous objections from us, NSC, through Walter
Raymond, went as far as "Marxist-Leninist" but no further.

At the Monday, August 1, 1983, meeting of the Outreach
Woil ing Group there was, except for Walter Raymond, a unanimol
consensus to use the stronger and more well-recognized word,
"Communist."

Despite this unanimity of opinion, NSC, through Walter
Raymond, refused to reinsert "Communist" and the paper has
been forwarded to Mr. Darman with the less effective "Marxist-
Leninist" phrasing.

This is ridiculous. "Marxist-Leninist" 1s an exact
synonym for "Communist" as that word is most freguently and
popularly used. If "Communist" has more impact, as it
obviously does, there is no reason whatsoever to forbid its
use in any case where "Marxist-Leninist" could be used.

At some times, and for some audiences, we will certainly
use "Marxist-Leninist." But as there is no cause for shyness
or ambiguity in this instance, I wou.d appreciate it if you
would clear the pamer with the word "Communist" as a description
for .ne Nicaraguan yovesnment.

More generally, it should be made clear to intereste
parties that the description "Communist" holds great advantages
and should be used when the facts permit. As the key Sandinista
leadership as well as the key Salvadoran guerrilla lcadership
have publicly accepted t! label "Marxist-Leninist" on various
occasions, there should never be any hesitation about identify-
ir  tF =n Comn 11



THE WHI" HOUSE
WASH| 3TON
August 1, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: ED ROLLINS

KATHY VILL: NDO
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell / /%
SUBJECT: Statement of Cuban-American C¢ munity

On July 28th, I was called bv Jay Duccasi of the Miami
Herald, who wanted my comment on complaints from the Cuban-
American Community about the appointment of Carlos Diaz
Alejandro to the President's Commission on Central America
headed by Henry Kissinger.

TI reporter's information was that some complaint
was raised at our Central American Outreach Working Group
meeting on Wednesday afternoon, July 28th. No one made any
mention of tl matter, but one of thc 2 present did hand
me the attacl stat nent critical of the gentleman in
question. I know nothing about this man or the complaint
a¢ Lnst him other than what I have read on the attached
s1 :ement. I thought you should see it.

After receiving clearance, I spol with Mr. Duccasi
today and informed him of the above.

MCB: jet
1 Attachment a/s

cc: Faith Ryan Whittlesey
Mary Ann Meloy



STATEMENT OF THE CUBAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY
Regarding Carlos Diaz 2lejandro

of the Kissinger Commission on Central America

Presented by Lisa Gonzales, Miami Cc lege Republicans
and Bob Godoy, chairman, Dade County Republicans

"The Cuban-American community condemns the naming of
Carlos Diaz Alejandro to the commission on Central Amgrica
over which Henry Kissinger presides; We have been expressing
our protest through telegrams, telep > calls, and letters,
and we hope that President Reagan will reconsider the
¢ _o»ointment of‘Carlos Diaz Alejandro ecause he brinc a
negative image to the Commission in the eyes of the people
of the Cuban-American community. His past dialogues .th

.del Castro have demonstrated his unwillingness to further

the freedom ¢ Cuba and of the other people of Centre

America."

This is the sentiment of the general Cuban community in
Miami.

July 27, 1983






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
July 27, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

THROUGH : Jonathan Vipond, III

]

FROM: Morton C. Blackwe&}_J_

Attached is a propos 1 Agenda (handout) for the
Religious Broadcasters briefing on Central America.

We lost Ambassador Vernon Walters who had to extend
his time in Europe, hence Ambassador Douglas as the sub-
stitute.

I hope you will be able to greet this group who
are generally very supportive of the President's policies.

Following is the time sequence I would propose for
tt meeting:

1:00 p.m. - Welcor to the White House - Faith Ryan Whittlesey
1:05 p.m. - The Honorable John Lehman

1:35 p.m. - The Honorable H. Eugene Dot las

2:05 p.m. - Major Oliver North, NSC*

MCB: jet

1 Attachment

*N( :: Major Oliver North has specifically requested that
his remarks NOT be on the record and that any
remarks which he may make must be attributed to
"a White House source" and not to him directly.



THE WHITE HC SE
WASHINGTON
JULY 28, 1983

OUTREACH WORKING GROUP ON CENTRAL AMERICA

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY,
Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison,
Chairman

TIME: 1:00 p.m.

DATE: Thursday,
July 28, 1983

PLACE: Room #450

014 Executive Office Building

AGRNDA

FOR THE MEETING WITH THE

RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS

I. WELCOME TO THE WHITE HOUSE

IT1. The Honorable John Lehman,
Secretary of the Navy

IIT. The Honorable H. Eugene Douglas
United States Ambassador-at-Large
U.S. Coordinator for Refugee Affairs

IV. Major Oliver North,






Needed List

Briefingss Con Llers:
Friendly news media Karna Small or murt Allin
Ad Hoc Committee and Ken Stribling
Stanton Group
(Fer) 155 272
Hispanic Evangelicals vdnlé%ﬂenez, Virainia T ach
! evanagelcals > &< v -
/\ AR (‘ [k N ’ . -
v t4ad
Business leaders ixie DPavis, U.S. Chamber
Labor Union Leaders List which FRW sent to

Lane Kirkland

Religious Broadcasters len Armstrong, National
Religious broadcasters

Catholic Bishops sinas Kojelis

I /y )
Women's Groups dee Jepsen f—./~~‘,~k.\ruﬁu;



THE WHIT HOUSE

WASHINGTON
July 22, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: J( ATHAN VIPOND, I/L‘I

FROM: Joyce Thomann (_/,qgé/cm‘“»
SUBJECT: Security Briefing

Vé

It is my understanding that in the Staff Meeting
tc 1y you asked to be ini o 1 of those individuals who
did not receive the Security briefing.

As you may recall, on Wednesday, July 20th when the
¢ curity briefing was giv 1t the OPL staff, the entire
staff of the Blackwell Office was involved with a 9:30 a.m.
meeting of the Outreach Working Group on Central America
which involved the President. Therefore, none of the
Blac 7ell staff, named below, received the Security
briefing.

Morton C. Blackwell

Dolf Droge

Maiselle Shortly

Kenneth Stribling (Volunteer)
Joyc¢ Th¢ ann

Richard vigilante

tjet



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
July 20, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: Joan Moreci //ﬂ
FROM: Joyce Thomann ‘"% ¢<—-

/
SUBJECT: Attached Corrég;ondence

Mr. Miceli has been called
and asked to bring the members
of the Productive Alliance Delegation
to the Wednesday, July 27th meeting
of the Outreach Working Group on
Central America. In addition,
Senor Juan Vicente Maldonado,
Executive Director, National
Association for Private Enterprise
will be one of the speakers for the
meeting of the 27th.

I have called Central Reference
to clear Blackwell. If I need to do
anything else, please let me know.
























Before I introduce Ambassador Motley, I want to wish
each of you a joyous holiday season and a new year

that will be filled with God's blessings on all of us.






Ambassador Motley left the Air Force in 1970 to enter
business as a real estate developer in Anchorage, Alaska.
He founded Crescent Realty, which later merged with

Area Incorporated Realtors, and is now Alaska's largest
real estate firm. From 1975 to 1977, Ambassador Motley
served as head of Alaska's Department of Commerce and
Economic Development. In 1977, he assumed leadership

of Citizens for the Management of Alaska Lands, Inc.,

and coordinated efforts to assure a balanced use of

Alaskan lands.

As you can tell, Ambassador Motely has had a very
interesting career, and it is with great pleasure that

I welcome Ambassador Tony Motley to our podium.



INTRODUC [ON
AMBASSADOR J. WILLIAM MIDDENDORF, II

Ambassador J. William Middendorf was sworn in as
Ambassador to the Organization of American States
on July 1, 1981. Over the past fourteen years,
he has served his country as Ambassador to the

Netherlands and as Secretary of the Navy.

He has received the highest decorations from Egypt,
Brazil, the Defense Department, State Department and

the Department of the Navy.

Ambassador Middendorf is the author of numerous articles
and is a frequent lecturer on international and economic

issues.

Ambassador Middendorf was born in nearby Baltimore, Maryland.
He holds a BS in Naval Science from Holy Cross University,
a BA from Harvard University and an MBA from the New York

University School of Business Administration.

In addition to his better known activities, Ambassador

1 Opera; 7 Symphonies and over 70 Marches, one of which
was the National Independence Day March, the official
March for the Bicentennial Celebration and the theme

song for President Reagan's Inauguration.



It is with great pleasure that I welcome to our podium,
Ambassador J. William Middendorf who will give us a

report on the latest deliberations of the Organization

of American States.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 19, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

THROUGH : Jack Courtemanche

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell%

SUBJECT: Proposed Mailing/Notification of January
Meetings

Attached for your approval and signature is a memorandum
notifying the members and guests of the White House Outreach
Working Group of the meetings for January.

In addition, we are sending everyone a copy of Ambassador
Negroponte's recent speech and the new joint DoD-State
[ rartment paper on Grenada.

If you would sign the memorandum using black ink/ballpoint

and return it to Joyce, we will have it printed and dis.ributed
by Wednesday of this week thus giving everyone ample notifica-
tion of the change in time for General Vessey's briefing.

MCB: jet

Enclosures a/s



THE WHITE V7. £

WASHINGTON
December 19, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: THE MEMBERS AND GUESTS OF THE WHITE HOUSE
OUTREACH WORKING GROUP ON CENTRAL AMERICA

FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey,
Assistant to the P:1 sident
for Public Liaison

Enclosed is a copy of Ambassador John D. Negroponte's
remarks to our White House Outreach Working Group meeting
of December 7th. As well as a copy of the December 1l6th
joint Department of Defense-State Department publication,
"Grenada, A Preliminary Report."

We are very fortunate that we will have as our first
speaker for the new year, General John Vessey, Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In order to accommodate General
Vessey's schedule, we are going to CHANGE THE TIME of our
regular outreach meeting for one meeting only to 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, January 4, 1984. PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF THIS ON
YOUR CALENDAR.

Following is a listing of our White House Outreach Working
Group speakers for the month of January, 1984:

January 4 - 10:00 a.m.**, Room #450-OEOB **NOTE CHANGE IN T f(E
SPEAKER: General John W. Vessey, Jr., -
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
TOPIC: "Central America, Its Importance to the
United States”

January 11, - 2:30 p.m., Room #450-OEOB
SPEAKER: Mr. William C. Doherty, Jr.,
Executive Director

January 18, - 2:30 p.m., Room #450-OEOB
SPEAKER: Mr. Arnaud De Borchgrave,
Author: The Spike, Monimbo
TOPIC: "The Role of Cuba in International Terrorism
and Subversion"




January 25, - ?2:30 p.m., Room #450-OEOB
SPEAKER: o<nator Jeremiah Denton
TOPIC: "Report on My Trip to Central America”

SPEAKER: Senor Wycliffe Diego,
Member, Council of Elders, MISURAS Indian
Organization
"Human Rights as Practiced by the &-~-dinist: "

In order to insur being in your seat for the opening
of our meetings, please be at the 17th Street Entrance of the
0l1d Executive Office Building at least 15 minutes prior to the
start of the meeting. Please have some form of identification
(driver's license, passport) with you to facilitate the clearance

process.

Enclosures a/s



TF WHITE + " . E

WASHINGTON

LET'S STOP STRREOTYPING CENTRAL AMERICA

Remarks by the Honorable John D. Negroponte,
United States Ambassador to Honduras

WHITE HOUSE OUTREACH WORKING GROUP ON
CENTRAL AMERICA

Wednesday,
I e"2r 7, 1933

I want to thank you for inviting me to speak before
you thi afternoon. For me, the fact that a group of ladies
and gentlemen so busy as yourselves would take the time to
hear a speech by the American Ambassador to Honduras is
testimony of the growing recognition that Central America's
problems directly affect ths wvell-being and security of our
own people.

THR IMPORTANCF OF CRNTRAT. ICA:

I think this audience 5 little reminder of the
importance of Central Ameri. nd the Caribbean basin to
United States int=r-=2sts. Hc ..ras or El Salvador is nearer

to Texas, for exz-:le, than Texas is to Massachusetts.

Two-thirds oI all our foreign trade and pet+~oleum pass
through the Panama Canal and tt Caribbean. And in a
European crisis, at least half of our supplies for NATO
would go through these areas by sea.

Because of its importance, the Caribbean basin has become
a magnet for ad—-=nturism. There is the case of Grenada which,

before the rec=-- joint-rescue operation by the United States
and Caribbean ff;_vS, was on the _verge of becomlng another
launchir - - ~

o _ ) . ..AS
built a mil]  ary establishment larc : than the other four

Central American countries combined. And there is the case

of El1 Salvador which in 1979 was the first of Nicaragua's
immediate neighbors to feel the impact of Havana and Managua's
decision to use Nicaraguan territory to unify, train and
supply guerrilla movements in neighboring countries. Clearly
support for insurgency in El Salvador is for Managua and
Havana just the first step towards achi nent of a poli 7

of r¢ | alizing the entire Central Ame: n isthmus.






Other positive developments in the area of civilian/
military relationships include the 1 cts that 13 out of 14
of Honduras' cabinet ] rel positions are occupied by civilians
and tl t Dr. Suazo has managed to keep military spending at
less than 10% of the national budget. Finally, the Honduran
military sees its own interest in promoting the country's
democratic image and concentrating efforts on improvement of
professional capabilities in the wake of regional tensions.

If there is a soft spot in Honduras' otherwise positive
political record, it is in its judicial procedures. There
have been arbitrary arrests and credible allegations of some
disappearances. The press, however, is completely free to
publish what it wishes about such cases and usually does,
contributing to satisfactory r solutions in many instances.
And the Honduran Congress recently passed a new criminal
code which has already contributed to a reduction in human
rights abuses. I should stress here that there is no indica-
tion that the occasional human rights violations which do
occur are part of Honduran got nent policy. To the contrary,
disciplinary acti:cn has been taken against law enforcement
officials known = . have abused their authority.

1 JCIAT. SETTTNG

The social picture in Honduras also contains promising
elements. There are no racial troubles in the country's
relatively homogenous society. And one does not find dis-
crepancies of wealth on a scale reputed to occur elsewhere
in Central America. Land reform has been a reality in
Honduras for more than 20 years anc -2z been fully accepted
by the country's one-time large lan -:_ders. :

Perhaps the most serious sociz_. -:cblem in Hondurzs is

the h;gh illiteracy rate of approximz::z.v 45% which ths gjovern-
ment 1s seeking to reduce through a crash literacy cam: :ign.

THE ECONOMIC SITUATION

While the social and political sitnariAane in TAndiiwac

TO tne deterioration. Unemployment is roughly estimated

at 25 to 30% of the work force and there has been no sig-
nificant new foreign investment in the last five years. Real
egonomic growth in 1982 was estimated at one percent (1%), a
figure which must be viewed in. conjunction with an annual
population growth rate of 3.7%.



But this is not to say that Honduras is incapable of
strong and sustained growth. From 1960 to 1979, Honduras'
real annual growth rate was 4.4%, .5 percent higher than the
U.S. average, and the index of industrial activity in Honduras
rose from 19% of total production to 26% in the same period.
Honduras has a willing labor force and an adequate commercial
infrastructure. Honduras welcomes foreign investment and is
easily accessible to U.S. markets. Honduran businessmen and
government officials lament the fact that despite the existence
of political stability, social ¢ ice and a favorable investment
climate, it seems difficult to overcome investor apprehension
about the overall regional situation. Yonetheless, both
the public and private sectors are engaged in a determined
effort to point out that the situation in Honduras is distinact
and that sweeping generalizations about Central America, in
addition to being dangerous, can also be very unfair.

While on the subject of economic and business conditions,
let me mention that there is a long history of U.S. citizens
doing business in Honduras. Early investments in mining
and bananas have been suppler 1ted over the years by scores
of endeavors ranging from the cultivation of shrimp to the
extraction of essential oils. Today, five Fortune-500 companies
are among the 125 U.S. businesses, subsidiaries and affiliates
with operations in Honduras. The book value of U.S. invest-
ment in Zonduras exceeds $200 million. The two largest U.S.
investrznzs in Honduras are by major food producers engaged
crinc.ca2lly in the growing, packing and export of bananas.
3oth companies have also been pioneers in the diversification
of Honduran agriculture, introducing the cultivation of
such items as pineapples, African palm and cantaloupe melons.
Thus, in addition to together being the country's single
largest and best paying emplnver, the fruit companies are a
key factor in the modernization of the agricultural sector.

WHY NOT REVOLUTION?

If more than 25% of Honduras' labor force is idle; if
there is 45% illiteracy; and if per capita income is less than
$600 a year, it might be asked if conditions are not ripe for
violent revolution., V~* f-o-- o= 7o T B4

<1 1l
*1
thelr problems. The 1
rebels destroying their country‘'s economy in the name of
liberation.

. It is true that, under growing Cuban influence and
direction, tbe Honduran Communist Party has been radicalized
and preparations are being made for the systemat = : mnoi >






Our 1 to 1 jer t 1 ger ot

n £i :al year "1783, the United >rov” led Honduras
some $100 million in economic assistance, mostly in develop-
ment projects and balance of payments supvort. In the military
area we provided $37 million in training and equipment during
the same time period. But as helpful as these sums might
be, they regrettably still fall way short of actual needs.
In recent studies prepared by the Honduran government and
presented to the National Bipartisan Commission for Central
America headed by Dr. Henry Ki: inger, a convincing case has

en made for about two-and-one half times the current levels
of U.S. economic and military assistanc . So, as you can
well imagine, Hondurans look forward with considerable interest
to the findings of our Bipartisan Commission due sometime early
next year.

Honduras looks to the United States, as a nelghbor and
as the strongest democracy in the world, to assist in the
defense of freedom in Central America. If we cannot do it there,
so close to our own shores, I am sure you will agree with me
that our friends around the = 1 will rightfully wonder ~°¢
we are capable of d01ng it anywhere else.

So when you read or hear that stereotype about Honduras
or some other place in Central America, I urge you to pause
and reflect for a moment. 1Is the writer or speaker describing
the situation as it really is or is he engaged in a subtle
process of discouraging us from llVlng up to our responsibilities?

Is the situation bein~ -=:=1vzed in light of <>: realistic
alternatives or ars "=3 being presents: - a way designed
to lull us into thi- .27 Central Americ. a't worth

saving in the firsz -





