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MEMORANDUM TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 26, 1983 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

Jonathan Vipond, III 

Morton C. Blackwell @ 
Invitation to Hispanic Evangelicals 

Attached is a draft mailgram which I propose be 

sent over your signature to the Hispanic evang~licals. 

MCB: jet 

1 Attachment a/s 



(Proposed Mailgram to Hispanic Evangelicals) 

I AM PLEASED TO INVITE YOU TO ATTEND A SPECIAL WHITE 

HOUSE BRIEFING ON U.S. NATIONAL SECURITY AND OUR CENTRAL 

AMERICAN POLICY TO BE HELD AT THE WHITE HOUSE'S OLD EXECUTIVE 

OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM #450, ON SEPTEMBER 14, 1983 BEGINNING 

AT 4:00 p.m. 

THE BRIEFERS WILL BE AMBASSADOR OTTO JUAN REICH, SPECIAL 

COORDINATOR FOR PUBLIC POLICY ON LATIN AMERICA, DEPARTMENT 

OF STATE; MAJOR OLIVER NORTH, STAFF MEMBER, NATIONAL SECURITY 

COUNCIL; AND MR. KERRY PTACEK OF THE INSTITUTE FOR RELIGION 

AND DEMOCRACY. IF YOU DESIRE TO TAPE REOCRD OR VIDEO TAPE 

THE BRIEFING, PLEASE ADVISE MRS. THOMANN WHEN YOU RESPOND. 

PLEASE NOTIFY MRS. JOYCE THOMANN, OFFICE OF PUBLIC 

LIAISON, (202)456-2657 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE CONCERNING YOUR 

PARTICIPATION. IT WILL BE NECESSARY THAT YOU PROVIDE HER 

WITH YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER AND DATE OF BIRTH AS WELL. 

CORDIALLY, 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
FOR PUBLIC LIAISON 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 29, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: MARY ANN ~1ELOY 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell~ 

SUBJECT: Briefing for Hispanic Evangelicals on 
Central America 

I believe· the attached are self-explanatory. You will 
note that the last sentence in the second paragraph advises 
the attendees that they may either tape record or v.ideo tape 
the briefing. Hand-held tape recorders would, be difficult to 
prohibit. I would, however, appreciate your checking with 
White House Communications to secure their approval before 
we advise the invitee$ that they may bring video taping ~quip
ment. In order to facilitate consideration of the matter, I 
am enclosing a copy of those few invitees who might bring video 

.equipment. Because we need to get the mailgrams out as soon 
as possible, I would appreciate your advising me of their 
decision as soon as possible. 

MCB: jet 

Attachments a/s 

cc: Faith Ryan Whittlesey 
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Invitation List for Hispanic Evangelical Briefing -

Robert L. Trask, Jr. 
KCTA-AM 
Box 898 
Corpus Christi, TX 78403 
512/643-3541 

George Sampson 
I<CVR-AM 
Box 600 Lodi, CA 95241 
209/368-0626 

S. R. Crawford 
WAWZ-AM/FM 
Box 97 
Zarephath, NJ 08890 
201/469-0991 

Donald Luttrell 
WIW 
GPO Box A 
?an Juan, Puerto Rico 00936 

Clayton Spriggs 
WSOR-FM 
940 Tarpon Street 
Forr Myers, FL 33901 
813/334-1393 

Joseph P. Battaglia 
WWDJ 
167 Main Street 
Hackensack, NJ 07602 

Robert D'Andrea 
WTGL-TV Channel 52· 
P.O. Box 1852 
Cocoa, FL 32922 
305/644-1199 

Robert Neff 
Moody Bible Institute 
820 North LaSalle Street 
Chicago, IL 60610 

.. 312/329-4301 

Dean Sippel 
WMBW 
Box 11127 
Chattanooga, TN 37401 
615/266-2795 

Rev. Daniel J. Weitner 
1st Pres. Church of N. Arlington 
153 Ridge Road 
North Arlington, NJ 07032 
201/991-3464 or 887-4958 

Dr. Paul Alford 
President 
Toccoa Falls College 
Toccoa Falls, GA 30598 
404/886-6332 

Dr. Kenneth Beachboard 
2609 Fair Lane 
Bowie, MD 20715 
301/262-1749 

Rev. Militino Martinez 
660-39th Street 
Apt. · 3-D "' 
Union City, NJ 07087 
201/867-1854 

Rev. Ramon Esparza 
P. o. Box 655 
McAllen, TX 78501 
512/686-3514 

Dr. , Louis King 
The Christian & Missionary Alliance 
Box C 
Nyack, NY 10960 
914/353-0750 

Dr. Herb Bowdoin 
Methodist Hour International 
Box 77 
Orlando, FL 32802 
305/830-02_55 

Alberto Mottesi 
Alberto Mottesi Evan. Assoc.; Inc. 
P. 0. Box 18588 
Irvine, CA 92714 
714/554-6681 

Luis Palau 
Luis Palau Evangelistic Team 
P.O. Box 1173 
Portland, OR 97207 
503/640-5619 

Elmer Bueno 
· Buenos Amigos Tel-a-Vision 

Box CB 
Irvin~ CA 92716 
714/673-4527 

(continued •• ~) 
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Hispanic Evan_gelical Invitation List - Continued 

RaY M. Brubaker 
God's News Behind the News 
Box 10475 
St. Petersburg, FL 33733 
813/347-2463 

Richard Hogue 
Richard Hogue Ministries 
P. o. Box 3000 
Oklahoma City, OK 73113 
405/348-3000 

Dr. Pablo Finkenbinder 
P. o. Box 100 
Costa Mesa~ CA 92626 
714/645-0676 

Dr. Rudy Hernandez 
P. o. Box 62 · 
Catarina, TX 78363 
512/999-3330 

Sr. Oscar Canales 
2915 Bernice Road 
Lansing, IL 60438 

Mike Protasovicki 
807 South Euclid 
Los Angeles, CA 90023 
213/446-2030 

·H. O. Espinoza 
P. o. Box 15140 
San Antonio, TX 78212 
512 /826-6,784 

Rev. Luciano Padilla 
9 0 Summit Street -
Brooklyn, NY 11220 
212/238-4000 

Rev. Blackie Gonzalez 
P. o. Box 4338 
Alburquerque, NM 87106 
505/883-1111 

~Janet Luttrell 
CPO Box A 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00936 
809/724-2727 or 724-4171 

Rev. Juan Romero 
7151 Fairway Boulevard 
Miramar, FL 33023 
305/966-9389 

Thomas "Ed" Steele 
Creative Communications Associates 
876 North Batavia 
Orange, CA 92668 
714/997-8450 

·Rev. David H. Moore 
Christian & Missionary Alliance 
Box C 
Nyack, NY 10960 
914/353-0750 

Rev. D. K. Volstead 
Christian & Missionary Alliance 
Box C 
Nyack, NY 10960 
914/353-0750 ~ 



Leigh Anne Fulmer 
Department Head 
International 700 Club 
CBN Center 
Virginia Beach; VA 23463 
(804)424~7777 Ext. 2196 

Reverend Robert Turnbull 
International Ministries 
CBN Center 
Virginia Beach; VA 23463 
(804)424-7777 Ext. 4342 
SS# 552-12-4342 
Birthdate: 5-29-21 

Luis Palau 
Evangelistic Team 
14700 E. Firestone Blvd. 
Suite 110 
La Mirada; CA 90638 
(714)994-6630 

James and Jamie Thomas 
Director; Guatemala Outreach 
Maranatha Campus Ministries 
P.O. Box 1799 
Gainesville; FL 32602 
(904)375-6000 
SS# 402-86-8053 
Birthdate: 3-27-57 

Robert Hucklebridge 
Director; Mexico Outreach 
Maranatha Campus Ministries 
c/o Jamie Austin-_ 
P.O. Box 2754 
Austin; TX 78768 
SS# 437-82-4393 
Birthdate: 12-1-49 

.. 
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List 

1. Eli J. Rodriguez (Republican) 

Christian Education C0111Dission. Chairman 
Mexican Baptist Convention of Texas -
11006 Mccree Road (.2/'/) 7~ 7. '7"✓~ 7 
Dallas. Texas 75238 (ol/'t) Jy/- 7e,~-c 

2. Rev. Omar Pachecano (Republican) 

Associate Director of Mission 
El Paso Baptist Association 
2012 Grant Ave. 
El Paso. Texas 79930 

3. Rev. Bernie Moraga (Republican) 

West Texas Field Con·sultant 
General Baptist Convention of Texas 
330 Shaperd Hill 
Rockwall. Texas 75087 

4. Frank Palos (Republican) 

Texas Baptist Single Adult Chairman 
Mexican Baptist Convention · 
5677 Phelps St. · ·· 
P.O. Box 60812 
Lewisville. Texas 75056 

5. Noah Rodriguez (Republican) 

Vice Chainnan. Hispanic Baptist Theological Seminary 
Christian Education C0111Dission 
Mexican Baptist Convention 
5523 Crystal Valley 
San Antonio. Texas 78242 

6. Gus Reyes (Republican) 

History and Archives Contnittee Chairman 
Mexican Baptist Convention 
1617 Continental 
Fort Worth. Texas 76131 

) \ 

-r-



Page 2 

7. Dr. Dan Rivera "(Republican) 

President. Hispanic Baptist Theological Seminary 
8019 PanAm Expressway South 
San Antonio. Texas 78224 - 1397 

8. Rev. Alfonso Flores (Independent) 

Pastor. First Mexican Baptist Church 
2700 Fainnount 
Dallas. Texas 75201 

. . 

9. Rev. Roberto Garcia (Independent) 

Language Mission Coordinator 
General Baptist Convention of Texas 
4109 Texas Dr. · 
Dallas, Texas 75211 

10. Ben Silva (Independent) 

Texas Baptist Businessmen, Chairman 
6004 La Cosa 
Dallas, Texas 75248 

11. Rev. Bob Sena (Independent) 

American Bible Society Representative 
2950 Tres Logos 
Dallas, Texas 75228 
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MEMORANDUM TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 19, 1983 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

Jonathan Vipond, III " 't) I 

Morton C. Blackwel1 -/ 7./1 
c .:.....-

White House Outreach Meeting of 
August 17, 1983 

Enclosed are materials which were distributed by 
groups at the last Outreach meeting. 

The talk which Sam Dickens gave (that you missed 
hearing) is set out in his "Conclusions" and "Analysis 
and Findings" portion of his printed testimony. 

The "Declaration on Central America" and the press 
release are very interesting and largely, I believe, were 
the result of our Outreach efforts. With the exception of 
Cesar Gaitan, Assistant Secretary General, Nicaraguan Workers 
Union in Exile, all signators to the Declaration have 
attended our Outreach Meetings regularly (Guillen, Macias, 
Perez) and Dr. Lacayo's wife has been present when he has 
been out of the country/area. · 

We are trying to get Cesar Gaitan as a speaker for 
next Wednesday's meeting at which we will distribute the 
White House Digest on suppression of free labor unions in 
Nicaragua. 

MCB: jet 

Enclosures 



MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 19, 1983 

DOUGLAS RIGGS 
·,' ) 

Morton C. Blackwell ;~,/ '\. .__ 

Outreach Working Group Meeting of 
August 24, 1983 

Attached is an advance copy of our next White House 
Digest. It has already been cleared for printing, but 
has not yet been printed on the White House Di gest masthead. 
We are planning to release this paper at our Outreach 
meeting of August 24th and are now in the process of 
confirming the credentials of a Nicaraguan "Labor Le ader 

· in Exile," prior to asking him to speak to the Outreach 
Group. 

As you may be aware, Ambassador Vernon A. Walters 
will be our principal speaker. He is OUTSTANDING. 

It seems to me that this meeting might be "THE" 
Outreach meeting most suited for inviting selected union 
leaders to attend. 

In any case, I suggest you prepare a cover letter and 
send the paper, when printed, to your best large list of 
union leaders. How about inviting them in your cover letter 
to call you if they, or their representatives, would like 
to be invited (each Wednesday) to briefings by our White 
House Outreach Working Group on Central America? 

.MCB: jet 

Enclosure 

cc; Faith Ryan Whittlesey 



MEMORANDUM TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 18, 1983 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

Jonathan Vipond, III 
·1 

11 l f J 

Morton C. Blackwell :~;h 

White House Digest!§_ 

I believe the attached are self-explanatory. 

We need to get this new Digest over to Dick Darman 

today so that we will have it ready for distribution on 

Wednesday, August 24th. 

MCB:jet 

Enclosures 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 18, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: RICHARD DARMAN 

FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey 

SUBJECT: White House Digest #6 

Attached is a memorandum from Mr. Kimmitt noting that 
the White House Digest paper, "Nicaraguan Repression of 
Labor Unions" has been coordinated with State, Defense, 
and CIA and suggesting changes to the text. 

All changes have been incorporated, and a "clean copy" 
of the proposed Digest paper is attached. 

We propose to distribute this paper at our Wednesday, 
August 24th meeting of the White House Outreach Working 
Group on · Central America, and would appreciate your assistance 
in that regard. 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

5520 
Add-on 

August 16, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FAITH WHITTLESEY 

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT ~(,, 

SUBJECT: White House Digest Paper: Nicaraguan 
Repression of Labor Unions 

The subject Digest paper has been coordinated with 
State, Defense, and CIA. Suggested changes are reflected 
in the attached text. 

Attachment 

Nicaraguan Repression 
of Labor Unions 



NICARAGUAN REPRESSION OF LABOR UNIONS 

In Communist countries throughout the world, trade 

unions serve not to advance the interests of the workers, but to 

~ serve the political interests of the rulers. They serve not to 

organize strikes but to forbid them; not to improve wages and 

benefits but to restrain them; not to bargain collectively on 

behalf of the workers but organize the collective submission of 

the workers to their employer -- the state. 

This same path is being pursued by the :FteW Communist 

leaders~ of Nicaragua. The primary purpose of labor unions in 

today's Nicaragua is to assist in the forced transformation of 

society along the lines determined by the Sandinista 

leadership.l/ Existing independent trade unions are being 

harassed, their members blacklisted, threatened, ana · sometimes 
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jailed. Most of th~e~:~ns and most of the union members in the tte-.ssm 
country have been into Sandinista labor confederations 

subservient to the government. These confederations have 

surrendered hard won contract concessions and have forced lower 

pay and inferior working conditions on their members. Strikes 

have been forbidden, collective bargaining has become a farce.2/ 

REDUCED TO OBJECTS 

Edgard Macias, who was Sandinista Vice-Minister of 

Labor before he was forced to seek asylum for criticizing the 

regime, has summed up the situation well: 

"Thus the Nicaraguan workers have been reduced to 
being objects ... the workers cannot choose, free of 
fears, either their labor union, or their central labor 
organization, their ideological option, [or] their 
political party."l/ 

Immediately after the - revolution, the Sandinistas 

formed two large labor confederations -- the Sandinista Workers 

Central (CST), for non-agricultural workers, and the Rural 
J\-T(_ 

Workers Association (:t:e!f) -- to replace the Somocista labor 

organizations and to compete with the two leading democratic 

labor confederations, the Nicaraguan Workers Central (CTN) and 

the Confederation for Labor Unification (CUS), both of which 

opposed the Somoza dictatorship. 

At first, the CST, the Sandinista non-farmworkers 

confederation, worked for traditional labor goals -- better 

wages, better working conditions. 

LABOR "DISCIPLINE" 

But by late 1980 it had shifted its emphasis toward/ 

organizing political support for the government and enforcing 

government economic policies. It endorsed Sandinista policies 

blocking wage increases and forbidding strikes. The Sandinista 

Ministry of Labor participates in all collective bargaining 

negotiations and must approve all final agreements.ii The CST 
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cooperates with tpe Ministry's policy of revising labor 

agreements to deny workers wage and benefit increases previously 

secured -- even when the employers are willing to maintain the 

original, costlier contracts. It pressures members into taking an 

active role in "defending the revolution" and into joining the 

Sandinista militia.~/ The ACT similarly adheres to Sandinista 

labor policies.~/ 

In 1981 the CST joined the Moscow-led World Federation 

of Trade Unions, and since has signed friendship and cooperation 

agreements with the Soviet Central Council of Trade Unions. It 

receives technical and training assistance from the Soviet Union 

and Eastern Europe. 

"RECRUITMENT" 

In spite of their refusal to pursue their members' 

interests, the Sandinist~ confederations are overwhelmingly the 

largest in the country. Workers who refuse to join and labor 

leaders who refuse to affiliate with Sandinista labor 

organizations are subjected to punishments ranging from 

harassment, unemployment, threats, and official denunciations all 

the way to arrest, destruction of personal property, and 

beatings. In Macias's words: 

"the [Sandinista front] and its central 
organizations unleashed a war against all other 
central organizations, using all of their resources 
including the Ministry of Labor, the army, the 
militias,and the manipulation of the right to a job ... 
against the CTN and ... the CUS."2/ 

"PERSUASION FIRST" 

Government favoritism toward Sandinista labor 

organizations is the simplest method of persuasion. 

The Sandinista unions have access to official 

government communications outlets, which are used to promote the 

Sandinista unions as well as to attack the independents. Also the 
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Sandinista unions have the use of government buildings, meeeting 

places and offices free of charge.!/ 

The Ministry of Labor has, in effect, a veto over the 

workers' choice of unions. It expedites agreements between 

workeri and Sandinista unions while interfering with those 

between independent unions and workers.~/ In some cases it has 

even forcibly removed members of legitimately elected unions from 

their workplaces. In other cases it has created dummy 

pro-Sandinista unions, enrolled a few workers in them and 

arbitrarily designated the dummy unions as the bargaining agents 

for enterprises at which a majority of the workers belong to 

independent unions.10/ 

Workers have been denied social benefits or 

jobsll/ -- especially in nationalized enterprisesl1_/ -- for not 

belonging to a Sandinista labor organization. And, as mentioned, 

when an independent union does reach a favorable settlement for 

its workers, the Ministry of Labor can void the agreement, thus 

severely punishing the workers for their choice of unions. 

TWO WORLDS 

Leaders of the independents have repeatedly been denied 

the right to carry on the normal activities of a free trade 

union. They have been forbidden to hold normal meetings, to 

collect dues, to bargain without government intervention, to hold 

seminars, to organize, or to leave the country without the 

explicit approval of the Council of State.13/ 

To quote Macias again: 

"There are two different labor worlds in Nicaragua: On 
one side the workers who are protected and privileged 
by the FSLN, and on the other side those who ... belong 
to the "second class" labor unions and for whom life 
is much harsher."14/ 

But, short of real terror, perhaps the Sandinistas' 

most potent weapon is political intimidation. In a totalitarian 

society, expressions of disapproval from the government transmit 

fears that we as free people find it difficult to comprehend. 
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Since corning to power, the Sandinistas have loudly and 

consistently labeled the independent unions 

"counter-revolutionary," "destabilizing," and "conspiratory."..!2_/ 

The charges are false -- the independent trade unions 

were in the vanguard of the opposition to Somoza. But the -charges 

mark the independent unions as enemies of the ruling clique, 

which is sufficient to frighten many workers away. 

Even so, outright terror and repression of the 

independents has been common all along. From the start of the CST 

organizing drive, CST representatives -- in reality Sandinista 

activists with little or no trade union experience -- would 

arrive at union meetings accompanied by armed militiamen, whose 

very presence intimidated the workers into favoring the CST in 

affiliation votes. 

GOVERNMENT MOBS 

Government directed mobs have attacked the homes of 

union officials and painted their properties with denunciations. 

Union property has been destroyed by the police._!i/ Articles 

favorable to the CUS or the CTN have been censured from the 

new.spapers. 

Union meetings have been disrupted and broken up by 

mobs. Independent trade union organizers have been threatened by 

the police, the army, and Sandinista organizations, and sometimes 

• jailed. The CUS headquarters in Chinandega and Esteli were taken 

over by the local police and Sandinista groups._!2/ It is 

dangerous even to protest these activities, for critics of 

government policy face prosecution.18/ 

CORINTO 

The case of the stevedores union for the key strategic 

port of Corinto is illustrative of Sandinista labor practices. 

Immediately after the revolution, when unions were affiliating en 
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masse with the CST, the Corinto stevedores union did so as well, 

though even the original affiliation may have been a result of 

heavy press.ure, including the arrest and detention of the 

secretary general of the union. 

The stevedores were soon dissatisfied. In early .1983 

they moved to disaffiliate from the CST. In mid-March the unions' 

executive board voted to switch the stevedores to the CUS. The 

Sandinistas responded by sending militia to occupy the union's 

headquarters. The all-powerful Ministry of Labor voided the 

executive board's decision, ruling that only a two-thirds vote of 

the membership could effect the switch. 

A "WELCOMING COMMITTEE" 

But the Ministry avoided an immediate vote by trumping 

up charges of corruption and forbidding any elections until the 

charges were "investigated." Eventually elections were scheduled 

in June. But on May 21, when CUS officials came to Corinto to 

meet with several hundred stevedores, they were attacked and 

forced to flee by a Sandinista mob, some of whom were armed and 

wearing militia uniforms . 19/ 

The Sandinistas then packed the June 1 assembly with 

hundreds of non-members of the union. The bona fide union members 

voted overwhelmingly for the CU.S-, -but......t~vernment recognized 

the CST as the victor and now there are two organizatio~s . ,'!JY1 /. ~ 
1H /40" st-<"5"./ X tJ ,_,, :r>v,tll('f"' r-r 

purporting to represent the wqrkers. Soit-!.'1'1'1~.e~e!"!--tt'.'t':i'l"l!IC~r,;J&e,,t,tz~a~.,.. .. ~ muctbZ'! s 
. were f(fft' r- "'f tJ. (;..ovrr~ ""' ~-{ rf?~<';,. ... e,f _ 

-Gt -laR! ste:ve('iem:m sa™n ~eePt arrested.207 / .L., re./ec;~t"d.. _,_, r . , _,. t ~-,- 1 ,,. w ere 1c; ,rr ,,, 
TV [' v-4!- (M, (.> ..,_ D 'OM. '1-i-J '~ i-t) r- ~ Q t- i"" s $ . I ➔ \,\.() II ~ .... /·~'-- \ 
I /. \ 1 c ,,.;-M"foJ oc -1-, -v,FIS $"'(,~f" ,.U-1'.,, ;/y t, f1 -14 f', J 5 • 

f/11-" (A ,- IIY' (. d1M!; t;_ 1.<i? ,~ f . Cl 

Though Corinto is a classic example it is far from the 

only one: 

In August 1981, the President of the CTN, Juan Rafael 

Suazlo Trujillo was abducted by a group of thugs identifying 

themselves as "members of the young forces against 

reactionaries." He was forced into a car bearing government 

license plates and pistol whipped. His abductors called him a 
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traitor and an agent of the CIA, told him the beating was small 

punishment for his crimes and let him go.l.!_/ 

In March 1982, the Secretary General of the Federation 

of Health Workers, a union that has for the most part cooperated 

with the Sandinistas, was arrested by government agents and taken 

to the offices of the Sandinista police and interrogated with a 

pistol at his head. His captors interrogated him for nine hours, 

repeatedly demanding he sign a blank sheet of paper, while they 

impugned his role in the union as counter-revolutionary. He has 

since taken refuge in the Venezuelen embassy.22/ 

"PROVISIONALLY" FREE 

After a lengthy campaign of harrassment, five leaders 

of the CTN union "Aldo Chavarria" were arrested in the Nueva 

Guinea municipality in May 1982 by police ·and army officials. 

Before a public assembly they were accused of being 

counter-revolutionaries and threatened with a firing squad. 

Several days later they were told it was all a mistake and 

"provisionally" freed.23/ 

Bonifacio and Armando Ramos Matute, members of the,. 

Executive Committee of the CTN in Jalapa, have been continually 

harassed by the Sandinista Defense Committees for the area. They 

were told that if they did not affiliate with the Sandinista 

National Agricultural and Cattle Union they would be "cleaned 

., out" of the area. 24/ 

Days before the Sandinista declaration of the State of 

Emergency in September 1981, Rosendo Solorzano Fonseca and Javier 

Altamirano Perez, two CUS leaders from the Western region were 

arrested, and threatened and beaten by a mob that included 

members of the police. The two fled and took refuge in the 

headquarters of an independent union in Chinandega. The 

Sandinista police tracked them down, arrested them, stripped them 

and took them to a place in Chinandega where they were further 

interrogated and threatened with reprisals if they told anyone of 

their experiences.25/ 
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WORKERS TOO 

Many more incidents have been reported, including not 

only harass·ment of labor leaders, as in the c a ses mentioned here, 
Co f,.),---,i,. ,l,&,,.,_ 

but of ordinary workers as well. The aim is clear -- wipg out 
'ct I ""~oi"b-~ ~ 

the indepen en ~without risking the bad publicity from 

officially outlawing them. Indeed, according to a February 14, 

1980 statement signed by Carlos Huembes Trejos, Secretary General 

of the CTN, Tomas Borge, Sandinista Minister of the Interior, has 

said that the CTN would be wiped out.~/ 

AS IN POLAND ••• 

To quote Macias a final time: 

"There are many mechanisms to enroll workers in 
organizations which appear to be labor unions, but 
lack the intrinsic quality of labor unions -- their 
freedom of choice and action"27/ 

That is the classic Communist labor strategy -- r e place 

legitimate labor unions devoted to the good of the worker with 

pseudo-unions devoted to the convenience of the rulers. That 

strategy has kept Poland on the front pages for nearly three 

years -- but the same trajedy is being played in Nicaragua today. 
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NOTES 

1. Annual Labor Report:"Labor Trends in Nicaragua;" p.1. 
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the few remaining bodies in Nicaragua with the right to criticize 
the government.) 

3.Macias, Edgard (former Sandinista Vice Minister of Labor); 
Statement of February 11, 1983: "Labor Relations in the 
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NICARAGUAN REPRESSION OF LABOR UNIONS 

In Communist countries throughout the world, trade 

unions serve not to advance the interests of the workers, but to 

serve the political interests of the rulers. They serve not to 

organize strike~ but to forbid them; not to improve wages and 

benefits but to restrain them; not to bargain collectively on 

behalf of the workers but organize the collective submission of 

the workers to thei r employer -- the state. 

This same path is being pursued by the Communist 

leaders of Nicaragua. The primary purpose of labor unions in 

today's Nicaragua is to assist in the forced transformation of 

society along the lines determined by the Sandinista 

leadership.!/ Existing independent trade unions are being 

harassed, their members blacklisted, threatened, and sometimes 
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jailed. Most of the unions and most of the union members in the 

country have been pressed into Sandinista labor confederations 

subservient to the government. These confederations have 

surrendered hard won contract concessions and have forced lower 

pay and inferior working conditions on their members. Strikes 

have been forbidden, collective bargaining has become a farce.I/ 

REDUCED TO OBJECTS 

Edgard Macias, who was Sandinista Vice-Minister of 

Labor before he was forced to seek asylum for criticizing the 

regime, has summed up the situation well: 

"Thus the Nicaraguan workers have been reduced to 
being objects •.. the workers cannot choose, free of 
fears, either their labor union, or their central labor 
organization, their ideological option, [or] their 
political party."}/ 

Immed~ately after the revolution, the Sandinistas 

formed two large labor confederations -- the Sandinista Workers 

Central (CST), for non-agricultural workers, and the Rural 

Workers Association (ATC) -- to replace the Somocista labor 

organizations and to compete with the two leading democratic 

labor confederations, the Nicaraguan Workers Central (CTN) and 

the Confederation for Labor Unification (CUS), both of which 

opposed the Somoza dictatorship. 

At first, the CST, the Sandinista non-farmworkers 

confederation, worked for traditional labor goals--. better 

wages, better working conditions. 

LABOR "DISCIPLINE" 

But by late 1980 it had shifted its emphasis toward 

organizing political support for the government and enforcing 

government economic policies. It endorsed Sandinista policies 

blocking wage increases and forbidding strikes. The Sandinista 

Ministry of Labor participates in all collective bargaining 

negotiations and must approve all final agreements.!/ The CST 
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cooperates with the Ministry's policy of revising labor 

agreements to deny workers wage and benefit increases previously 

secured -- even when the employers are willing to maintain the 

original, costlier contracts. It pressures members into taking an 

active role in "defending the revolution" and into joining the 

Sandinista militia.2/ The ATC similarly adheres to Sandinista 

labor policies.ii 

In 1981 the CST joined the Moscow-led World Federation 

of Trade Unions, and since has signed friendship and cooperation 

agreements with the Soviet Central Council of Trade Unions. It 

receives technical and training assistance from the Soviet Union 

and Eastern Europe. 

"RECRUITMENT" 

In spite of their refusal to pursue their members' 

interests, the Sandinista confederations are overwhelmingly the 

largest in the country. Workers who refuse to join and labor 

leaders who refuse to affiliate with Sandinista labor 

organizations are subjected to punishments ranging from 

harassment, unemployment, threats, and official denunciations all 

the way to arrest, destruction of personal property, and 

beatings. In Macias's words: 

"the [Sandinista front] and its central 
organizations unleashed a war against all other 
central organizations, using all of their resources 
including the Ministry of Labor, the army, the 
militias,and the manipulation of the right to a job ••• 
against the CTN and .•• the CUS."I/ 

"PERSUASION FIRST" 

Government favoritism toward Sandinista labor 

organizations is the simplest method of persuasion. 

The Sandinista unions have access to official 

government communications outlets, which are used to promote the 

Sandinista unions as well as to attack the indepen~ents. Also the 
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Sandinista unions have the use of government buildings, meeeting 

places and offices free of charge.~/ 

The Ministry of Labor has, in effect, a veto over the 

workers' choice of unions. It expedites agreements between 

workers and Sandinista unions while interfering with those 

between independent unions and workers.~/ In some cases it has 

even forcibly removed members of legitimately elected unions from 

their workplaces. In other cases it has created dummy 

pro-Sandinista unions, enrolled a few workers in them and 

arbitrarily designated the dummy unions as the bargaining agents 

for enterprises at which a majority of the workers belong to 

independent unions • .!..Q_/ 

Workers have been denied social benefits or 

jobs_!_!../ -- especially in nationalized enterprises~/ -- for not 

belonging to a Sandinista labor organization. And, as mentioned, 

when an independent union does reach a favorable settlement for 

its workers, the Ministry of Labor can void the agreement, thus 

severely punishing the workers for their choice of unions. 

TWO WORLDS 

Leaders of the independents have repeatedly been denied 

the right to carry on the normal activities of a free trade 

union. They have been forbidden to hold normal meetings, to 

collect dues, to bargain without government intervention, to hold 

seminars, to organize, or to leave the country without the 

explicit approval of the Council of State._!l/ 

To quote Macias again: 

"There are two different labor worlds in Nicaragua: On 
one side the workers who are protected and privileged 
by the FSLN, and on the other side those who ... belong 
to the "second class" labor unions and for whom life 
is much harsher."_!.!/ 

I 

But, short of real terror, perhaps the Sandinistas' 

most potent weapon is political intimidation. In a totalitarian 

society, expressions of disapproval from the government transmit 

fears that we as free people find it difficult to comprehend. 
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Since corning to power, the Sandinistas have loudly and 

consistently labeled the independent unions 

"counter-revolutionary," "destabilizing," and "conspiratory. ".!...?./ 
The charges are false -- the independent trade unions 

were in the vanguard of the opposition to Somoza. But the charges 

mark the independent unions as enemies of the ruling clique, 

which is sufficient to frighten many workers away. 

Even so, outright terror and repression of the 

independents has been common all along. From the start of the CST 

organizing drive, CST representatives -- in reality Sandinista 

activists with little or no trade union experience -- would 

arrive at union meetings accompanied by armed militiamen, whose 

very presence intimidated the workers into favoring the CST in 

affiliation votes. 

GOVERNMENT MOBS 

Government directed mobs have attacked the homes of 

union officials and painted their properties with denunciations. 

Union property has been destroyed by the police._!i/ Articles 

favorable to the CUS or the CTN have been censured from the 

newspapers. 

Union meetings have been disrupted and broken up by 

mobs. Independent trade union organizers have been threatened by 

the police, the army, and Sandinista organizations, and sometimes 

jailed. The CUS headquarters in Chinandega and Esteli were taken 

over by the local police and Sandinista groups . .!1_/ It is 

dangerous even to protest these activities, for critics of 

government policy face prosecution • .!_f!/ 

CORINTO 

The case of the stevedores union for the key strategic 

port of Corinto is illustrative of Sandinista labor practices. 

Immediately after the revolution, when unions were affiliating en 
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masse with the CST, the Corinto stevedores union did so as well, 

though even the original affiliation may have been a result of 

heavy pressure, including the arrest and detention of the 

secretary general of the union. 

The stevedores were soon dissatisfied. In early 1983 

they moved to disaffiliate from the CST. In mid-March the unions' 

executive board voted to switch the stevedores to the cus. The 

Sandinistas responded by sending militia to occupy the union's 

headquarters. The all-powerful Ministry of Labor voided the 

executive board's decision, ruling that only a two-thirds vote of 

the membership could effect the switch. 

A "WELCOMING COMMITTEE" 

But the Ministry avoided an immediate vote by trumping 

up charges of corruption and forbidding any elections until the 

charges were "investigated." Eventually elections were scheduled 

in June. But on May 21, when CUS officials came to Corinto to 

meet with several hundred stevedores, they were attacked and 

forced to flee by a Sandinista mob, some of whom were armed and 

wearing militia uniforms . ..!2_/ 

The Sandinistas then packed the June 1 assembly with 

hundreds of non-members of the union. The bona fide union members 

voted overwhelmingly for the CUS, but the government recognized 

the CST as the victor and now there are two organizations 

purporting to represent the workers. At least six union 

leaders were later arrested. The government refused to give an 

explanation for the arrests. Although some were later released, 

the union claims that many activists subsequently lost their 

jobs. J:..QI 

Though Corinto is a classic example it is far from the 

only one: 

In August 1981, the President of the CTN, Juan Rafael 

Suazo Trujillo was abducted by a group of thugs identifying 

themselves as "members of the young forces against 

reactionaries." He was forced into a car bearing government 

license plates and pistol whipped. His abductors called him a 
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traitor and an agent of the CIA, told him the beating was small 

punishment for his crimes and let him go.~_!/ 

In March 1982, the Secretary General of the Federation 

of Health Workers, a union that has for the most part cooperated 

with the Sandinistas, was arrested by government agents and taken 

to the offices of the Sandinista police and interrogated with a 

pistol at his head. His captors interrogated him for nine hours, 

repeatedly demanding he sign a blank sheet of paper, while they 

impugned his role in the union as counter-revolutionary. He has 

since taken refuge in the Venezuelen embassy.~/ 

"PROVISIONALLY" FREE 

After a lengthy campaign of harrassment, five leaders 

of the CTN union "Aldo Chavarria" were arrested in the Nueva 

Guinea municipality in ·May 1982 by police and army officials. 

Before a public assembly they were accused of being 

counter-revolutionaries and threatened with a firing squad. 

Several days later they were told it was all a mistake and 

"provisionally" freed.QI 

Bonifacio and Armando Ramos Matute, members of the 

Executive Committee of the CTN in Jalapa, have been continually 

harassed by the Sandinista Defense Committees for the area. They 

were told that if they did not affiliate with the Sandinista 

National Agricultural and Cattle Union they would be "cleaned 

out" of the area.~/ 

Days before the Sandinista declaration of the State of 

Emergency in September 1981, Rosendo Solorzano Fonseca and Javier 

Altamirano Perez, two CUS leaders from the Western region were 

arrested, and threatened and beaten by a mob that included 

members of the police. The two fled and took refuge in the 

headquarters of an independent union in Chinandega. The 

Sandinista police tracked them down, arrested them, ' stripped them 

and took them to a place in Chinandega where they were further 

interrogated and threatened with reprisals if they told anyone of 

their experiences.~/ 
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WORKERS TOO 

Many more incidents have been reported, i ncluding not 

only harassment of labor leaders, as in the cases mentioned here, 

but of ordinary workers as well. The aim is clear -- to render 

the independents impotent without risking the bad publicity from 

officially outlawing them. Indeed, according to a February 14, 

1980 statement signed by Carlos Huembes Trejos, Secretary General 

of the CTN, Tomas Borge, Sandinista Minister of the Interior, has 

said that the CTN would be wiped out.~/ 

AS IN POLAND ••• 

To quote Macias a final time: 

"There are many mechanisms to enroll workers in 
organizations which appear to be labor unions, but 
lack the intrinsic quality of labor unions -- their 
freedom of choice and action"'l:l_/ 

That is the classic Communist labor strategy -- replace 

legitimate labor unions devoted to the good of the worker with 

pseudo-unions devoted to the convenience of the rulers. That 

strategy has kept Poland on the front pages for nearly three 

years -- but the same trajedy is being played in Nicaragua today. 
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