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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 28, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO : FAITH WHITTLESEY 

TIIROUGH : Jack Courtemanche 

FROM : Morton C. Blackwell (Joyce Thomann) 

SUBJECT: Memorandum t o Outreach Working Group 

I t rust the attached is self- exp lanatory . 

If Mrs. Whittlesey would please sign the memorandum 
black pen) we can get the mai l ing out by tomorrow at 
latest . 

: jet 

1 Attachment a/s 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 28, - 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: THE MEMBERS AND GUESTS OF THE WHITE HOUSE 
OUTREACH WORKING GROUP ON CENTRAL AMERICA 

FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey 
Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 

SUBJECT: Meetings fo r December 

Following 
tions for 
t he month 
2 :30 p.m. 
arrive at 

is a listing of our principa l speakers a nd room loca
the White House Ce ntral American Outreach Meetings for 
of December. As usual, all meetings will begin at 

(In order to facilitate the clearance process, please 
the meeting location no later than 2:15 p.m.) 

December 7, - "Honduras - Today and Tomorrow" 
The Honorable John D. Negroponte , 

United States Ambassador to Honduras 
"The Decisions and Deliberations of the O.A .S ." 

The Honorable J. William Middendorf, II , 
U.S. Permanent Representative to the 
Organization of American States 

ROOM #474 - OEOB 

December 14, - "Human Rights" 
The Honorable Elliott Abrams, 

Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau 
of Human Rights & Humanitarian Affairs 

ROOM #4 50 - OEOB 

December 21, - "Central America: Its Economic and Strategic 
Importance to the United States" 

The Honorable Langhorne Motley, 
Assistant Secretary of State fo r 
Inter-American Affairs 

ROOM #4 50 - OEOB 

December 28, - CANCELLED (Due to Christmas/New Years ' Holiday ) 

I am also enclosing copies of the six White House Digests which 
have been published to date so that you may be certain to have 
a complete set. 

Let me take thi s opportunity t o wish you a very Merry Christmas 
and a New Year filled with blessings and joy. 

Enclosures a/s 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H INGTON 

November 11, -1983 

Mr . Stuart L. Hannon, 
President 
THE .~RSHALL GROUP 
3003 Van Ne ss Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dear Mr. Hannon: 

I-lrs. Whittlesey asked me t o respond to your letter regarding 
the White House Outreach Working Group on Central America. 

I noted from your letterhead a number of members of the 
Advisory and General Councils of the Mar shall Group who 
attend our Outreach meetings on a regular basis. We would 
be pleased to have you participate as well in our meetings. 
Now that you have returned from your European trip, I hope 
that will be possible . 

Speakers for the last two meetings in November will be: 

November 16 - "Nicaragua" - Eden Pastore, Commandante Zero,. 
Room #450-OEOB, 2:30 p.m. 

November 30 - "KGB Disinformation in the Media and Other 
Soviet Active Measures" - Arnaud De Borchg rave 
Room #2008 - New Executive Office Building 
2:30 p.m. 

If your schedule would oermit you to attend, please call 
Joyce Thomann of my office at 456-2657 and she will pl a ce your 
name on the White House clearance list for those meetings. 

As the Project Office for the Office of Public Liaison's 
Central American Outreach program , I would like to explore 
with you further the opportunities for your Group which you 
mentioned in your letter to ~rs. Whittlesey. 

For your information, I am enclosing copies of all the White 
House Digests on Central America that have been issued to date . 

Sincerely, 
J ,, • 

/!)~ /t v + . /)/ . ( 11 · 
" ,,. '- -C. - ' --....-C ~ 

Morton C. Blackwell · 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 

Enclosures a/s 



T H E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 11, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: Jack Courtemanche 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell 

SUBJECT: Regional Briefings on Central America 

We received this afternoon the attached material from 
Patrice Malone who works with Otto Reich. 

They asked, if you approve, that you sign the attached and 
return it promptly to Patrice at the State Department 

Their proposal is one which we have worked out jointly. 
I recommend you sign and return it to Patrice. 

MCB: jet 

1 Attachment a/s 
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NOTE TO: 

FROM 

SUBJ 

United States Depar tmc11l of Slalc 

Office of the Secr,•tar_v 

November 14, 198 3 

MORTON BLACKWELL 

PATRICE MALONJ U 
,, \ 

REGIONAL BRIEFINGS 

Ambassador Reich has prepared an action 
plan to carry out the regional briefings 
which we have discussed. 

Please review this and let us have your 
comments. If th i s plan is acceptable 
to your office, would you please have 
Ambassador Whittlesey sign the attached. 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PA 

S/LPD 
WH/OPL 

- Mr. John Hughes 

- Otto J. Reich 
- Faith Whittlesey 

Major Media Market Briefings 

United Statt' :- De partm e nt of ~tate 

l/iiLSl1i11!(fOfl. /). C:. :.!OS:!() 

November 14, 1983 

We would like to ask your assistance in implementing 
the attached proposal for a series of regional briefings on 
Central America to begin in early December. 

We have discussed this concept with Jim Baker and have 
received his approval. 

Attachment: Regional Briefings 
on Central America 



REGIONAL BRIEFINGS ON CENTRAL AMERICA 

Concept: 

Organize a series of regional briefings on Central America 
in an effort to reach the greatest number of Americans to 
inform the public on United States policy in Central America. 

Organization: 

The top 24 media markets have been selected as one 
effective vehicle for communicating U.S. policy to the American 
public. They are as follows: 

New York 
Los Angeles 
Chicago 
Philadelphia 
Detroit 
San Francisco 
Washington 
Dallas/Fort Worth 
Houston 
Boston 
St. Louis 
Pittsburgh 
Baltimore 
Minneapolis/St. Paul 
Atlanta 
Cincinnati 
Milwaukee 
Denver 
Cleveland 
San Diego 
Miami 
Seattle-Everett 
Tampa-St. Petersburg 
Phoenix 

By organizing these 24 media markets into regional 
briefings of 2 to 3 cities depending on the proximity, we can 
maximize the use of our resources. 



The proposed tours are as follows: 

Philadelphia/New York/Boston 
Baltimore/Washington 
Pittsburgh/Cleveland/Detroit 
Dallas/Ft. Worth/Houston 
San Diego/Phoenix/Los Angeles 
Milwaukee/Chicago/Minneapolis-St. Paul 
Atlanta/Miami/Tampa-St. Petersburg 
Cincinnati/St. Louis 
San Francisco/Denver/Seattle 

Depending on the number of cities involved, each tour would 
consist of 2 or 3 major forums hosted by prominent 
organizations within the participating city, i.e., World 
Affairs Council, International Chamber of Commerce, and/or the 
League of Women Voters. Media add-ons would be scheduled 
around the platforms, for example, interviews with editorial 
boards, TV talks shows and/or other town meetings. 

Briefing teams will be composed of senior as well as 
mid-level USG officials representing all components of our 
foreign policy in the region. A few examples are as follows: 

Team Leader 

Jeane Kirkpatrick 
or Vernon Walters 

Bill Middendorf 

Peter McPherson 

Eugene Douglas 

Caspar Weinberger 

John Vessey 

Otto Reich 

Verne Orr 

Tony Motley 

Destination 

Philadelpha/New York/ 
Boston 

Baltimore/Washington 

Pittsburgh/Cleveland/Detroit 

Dallas-Ft.Worth/Houston 

San Diego/Phoenix/Los Angeles 

Milwaukee/Chicago/Minneapolis-
St. Paul 

Atlanta/Miami/Tampa
St. Petersburg 

Cincinnati/St. Louis 

San Francisco/Denver/Seattle 

The above team leaders were selected because of their 
knowledge of the geographic area. 



Our goal is to communicate our policy to the greatest 
number of persons. With this in mind, we believe that the 
White House would be able to generate more interest within the 
communities to attend a "National Security Briefing on Central 
America," therefore, the invitation should be issued from the 
White House. 

We have explored this idea with organizations in a few of 
these key cities and their response has been extremely positive. 

Our thought is to schedule these briefings throughout 
December and into the month of January. 



Drafted: S/LPD - Patrice Malone 
Rm. 5917 632-6751 



Mr . Bernhard F. Eibner 
29j Kenrick Street 
Newton, Ma. 02158 

Dear Mr. Eibner, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 7, 1983 

Faith Ryan i·hl ttlesey, Assistant to the President for Public 
Liaison, asked rre to write you with thanks for your letter of September 
10 and your offer to help support the Administration 's policy in 
Central America. 

As the project officer for the White House outreach Group on 
Central America, it is rey duty to try and present to the public an 
accurate picture of events in Central America. Hence I share your 
concern over inaccurate, albeit well-intentioned, reporting on the 
area. Too often we see it in the nev-,s rredia. 

I believe the only alternative we have is to present our argurrents , 
and the facts we base our argurrents on, forcefully before the American 
people. And I am confident that when presented with the facts , the 
American public will be supportive of the Administration's defense of 
derrocratic institutions in Central America. 

I have included all the information generated by the White House 
outreach Group on Central Arrerica with hopes the material contained 
will :be of use in your battles with those who would have us turn our 
back on our responsibilities - - - and our friends - - - in Central 
America. 

With thanks for your a::mtinuing sup!X)rt, I am, 

Cordially, 

MCB/wc 

I l;-1·: ; : --i I - ' 
,. ,<. \., 

~brton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to 
for Public Liaison 

the Pr esident 



Mr. Milton Peverini, 
Director & Speaker 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 7, 1983 

LA VOZ DE LA ESPERANZA 
Post Office Box 2525 
Newbury Park, CA 91320 

Dear Mr. Peverini: 

Because of your expressed interest, Mrs. Whittlesey asked 
that I send you copies of the White House Digests on Central 
America which have been issued to date. In addition, I am 
also enclosing a copy of a joint Department of Defense and 
Department of State background paper on Central America. 

I am sorry that you were unable to attend the briefing on 
U.S. National Security and our Central American Policy for 
the members of the Hispanic Evangelical community on 
September 14, 1983 as it was very well received. 

I am enclosing a copy of the listing of speakers for the 
month of November for the White House Outreach Working Group 
on Central America. Should your schedule permit you to attend 
one of these briefings, please contact Mrs . Thomann of my 
office whose name and telephone number appears at the bottom 
of the page. 

MCB:jet 

Sincerely, 

Morton C. Blackwell, 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 

Enclosures a/s 
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Old soldier trades 
foes for friends 

Theo Mata'Xis is back in 
Peking to see his enemies 
of three decades ago. · 

Today, the y· are his 
friends. 

As a brigadier-general in 
the United States Army, 
Theo Mataxis was command
er of the 17th Infantry Regi
ment during the Korean War. 

His unit fought in such -
clashes as the Battle of Pork 
Chop Hill against units of the 
Peoples' Liberation Army. 

But that was a long time 
ago and, because of a chance 
meeting recently in New 
York, he is in China today to 
meet veterans of the Pl.A 
who were in the lines oppo- , 
site him in the icy mountains 
of Korea. ' 

· fhe reason goes back to 
the victory celebrations in 
Manila Bay after the Ameri
can fleet had· defeated the 
Spaniards. 

American and British 
naval officers who had ob
served the battle held a toast 
vowing to meet once a year 
for eternity in either ' New 
York or London to remember 
the event. 

Thus was formed the 
" Ends of the Earth Club" and 
it was at its recent meeting in 
the Union League New York 
that Theo Mataxis met two 
guests, senior military officers 
of the Chinese delegation at
tached to the United Nations. 

They got talking and it 
turned out all three men had 
served in Korea. · 

" Do the Chinese people, 
still harbour grudges?" he 
asked. . ' 

No, was the reply. Did the 
Americans? 

Certainly not, said Gener
al Mataxis, and went on to 
explain how in 1977 he and 
90 men who had served with 
him in the American Army in 
World War 11 had gone to 
the battlefields- of Europe 
along with men of the Wehr
macht 'units who had been 
opposing them. 

In Europe, the former 
enemies had together walked 
the killing grounds and J;e,
come friends. They Atow, at
tend each others'· retm'ions in 
America and Germany: 

Gen· Mataxis . was · 1ater 
invited to Peking to meet 
PLA veterans of the Korean 
War. 

It is an opportunity to 
which he looks forward with 
pleasure because the major 

· concern· of the retired mili
tary man today is not the 
enemies of yesterday but the 
threat of tomorrow. 

And he is in no doubt that 
this comes from one sinister 
source, the brutal and relent-
1 e ss mareh towards world 
domination by the Soviet em
pire. . . 

"There is no doubt at all 
tha ey are t e greatesr 
tlirelr . o wor@ _pc;ace,''rl--C 
"I11"amtams. 

'They are absolutely in
transigen~ 

'Their attitude over the 
massacre m ffie arr of 
Korean nes p ane 
eyp~--

rAfghanistan is only · a 
sideshow for them." 

Gen Mataxis makes no 
bones about where he stands; 
he ·sees the Soviets attempting 
to push down ·through Af
ghanistan, dismember Pakis
tan, ~st into the vital In-. 

dian Ocean and grab the vital- ; 
oil resources of the Gulf; 
states. ! 
· To spread· his message, he ; 
has addressed thousands of 
meetings, · written scores of 
articles, lectured widely and 
published a book. ' 

He wants America and the 
world to wake up to what he , 
perceives as a deadly threat, 
well-planned and well-orches
trated~ 

Such views of the Kremlin 
are going to find strong sup
porters in -Peking and, no 
doubt, will be equally wel
comed in the next stage of the 
general's itinerary durini 
which he wilf visit Pakistan. 

As a career soldier, he is 
familiar with both countries 
- from both sides of the , 
fence. 

He joined the US Army in 
1940 and served for 32 years 
in many theatres including 
Europe, India, Korea and _ 
Vietnam. · 

When he retired in 1972 
he was head of the American 
military mission in Cambo- • 
dia. He later spent three years • , 
as an advisor to the Singapore 
Ministry of Defence and eight 
years teaching at a military · 
academy in America. J 

In 1950, he was an ex- , 
change student at the Indian {l 
Staff Gollege and served with • 

-the United Nations ceasefire I' 
force in Kashmir. 'f 

It. was there he first l)e. :· 
came interested in Pakistani ' 
affairs, an interest, that was J 
fanned once again ' when the: 
Soviets ~nvaded Afghanistan .. i 

After China, he hopes to t 
visit tne er areas o 
Pfilcistan where hundreds ofl 
thousands of Afghans are 
seekin$ shelter from the Red l 
Army mvaders. 1 

But the main reason for I 
Theo Mataxis' trip is to tallcl 
to the Chinese soldien whoi 
faced him three decades ago! 
in the bitter. war which rent i 
the Korean peninsula apart. 

"We are all old soldiers," J 
he said last weelc before leav-1 
ing for China. ; 

As such, he says, no mat
ter on what side they fought, ' 
they will have plenty to talk 
about in Peking. -' 
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Mata.xis, who lives in Southern 
Pines, first came to - this area in 
1972, when he retired from the 
Anny to fonn his own manage
ment consulting · firm. He 
subsequently provided consulting 
services to the Singapore Ministry 
of Defense, and spent eight years 
at Valley Forge Military 
Academy. He has written several 
newspaper articles on military 
matters. 

.Guest Column 

: soldier, I did not. ·I told them that 
in 1977 I had been one of several 
veterans of the 70th Infantry 
Division who met on a World War 

Little did I think, at the end of II bat_tlefield with veterans of the 
the Korean War. that three de- ~- Germans' 6th Mtn. Division, 
cades later I would be in China at against'whom we had fought. This 
a cordial meeting with soldiers of ': _ meeting had been so successful, I 
the People's Liberation Army. , said, that the two groups later 

My visit, concurrent with the -:· exchanged visits, attending each 
widely publicized official trip by . other's division reunions. · 
Defense Secretary Caspar Wein• . This intrigued the Chinese of- · 
berge,r, took place at the head- - < i_ ficers, who asked if I would be 
quarters of tile PLA's 196th , interested in visiting China .to 
Infantry Division near Bejing. . meet some of · their Korean War 

The genesis of this unique veterans. My enthusiastic answer 
gathering was a meeting of the was, ."Yes. When can I go?" • 
Ends of the Earth Club last year It wasn't that easy, of course. 
in New York City, at which I met The next few months brought an 
two Chinese officers from the exchange of letters and visits, and 
PRC's permanent military mission . their · visit to a parade at Valley 
to the United Nations. , Forge Military Academy. Finally, 

We discovered that we were all the· trip was arranged under the 
veterans of the Korean ·war, and sponsorship of the Peking Institute 
the officers asked me if I felt any for Strategic International Studies. 
bitterness toward them for having · Today, as Sino-American rela• 
fought on the other side. I assured tions grow warmer, with "an 
them that, as a professional exchaJ!ge of visits by our president 

and their premier scheduled for 
next spring, relations at the grass 
roots have begun to thaw, also .. 

The Chinese, !' learned, welcome 
the thaw not only with enthusiasm, 
but with hope that close relations 
will continue well into the future. 
We all agreed that it was impor-

- tant, especially for combat veter
ans who had seen war and its 
horror, to take the initiative in 
bringing our cultures together at a : 
perso!'lal level. · 

As the deputy Wt:~te House press. 
.secretary safd in announcing the . 
upcoming visits by Premier Zhao · 
Ziyand and President Reagan: 
"The building of a lasting rela
tionship with the People's · Re
public of China is a major U $. . _ 
foreign policy goal...in the inter~ . -
ests of world peace and stability." .. 

It is at the grass · roots th_at~ · 
lasting friendships between na• 
'tions are built. Exchanges at that 
level will lend substance to the 
national goal. 
•, .• 1' 
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Board of Directors 
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Joining hands and hearts with the mothers and children of Central America and the Caribbean 

_w1nter 1983 

Dear Friends, 

The aggression toward Central America and the Caribbean has increased 
enormously in recent months and weeks. The economic damage resulting 
from U.S. sponsored attacks on Nicaragua has been crippling. Countless 
deaths, kidnappings, rapes continue to ravage the people of this small 
country as commando raids are lead by the "contras". 

On a recent visit to Nicaragua I met with mothers of children who had been 
killed or tortured by the counter-revolutionaries. The mothers described in 
vivid detail the tortures and deaths of their children. They also described how 
their lives had changed since the victory over Somoza. They told about learn
ing to read and write, new family laws, dey-care in the factories, better health
care and adult education, to mention only a few of the concrete changes in 
their lives. 

The women asked the group I was with to go home and ask the mothers of 
North America to support them, to tell Reagan to stop killing their children. 

They gave us a book of signatures of thousands of Nicaraguan women, 
addressed to the U.S. Senate, demanding an end to the U.S. aggression against 
Nicaragua.. They asked us to take the book to the Senate. 

Life in Nicaragua, in the whole region of Central America and the Caribbean, 
becomes increasingly dangerous as U.S. aggression and interference escalate. 
Because of this, and the request from the women of Nicaragua, we are forming 

- a.Friendship Co:rrunittee b.etw:-ee ;women_and...mo_thers..in...a.ll-of-our countries. 
We form this committee in the hopes of informing thousands upon thousands 
of people about the situation in that region, and calling for an end to the 
violence-as mothers, as women, as human beings-for all the children. 

MADRE'S regional activities will include vigils, town meetings, marches, 
petition drives, lobbying elected officials, twinning events between local 
groups and groups in Central America, letter writing to Central American 
women and material aid. 

There is an immediate need in Nicaragua for J'ortified Powdered Milk and 
Baby Cereal. We are initiating an Emergency llother to llother Cam
PaiCD to collect these materials for mothers in Nicaragua 

Please become a MADRE or a MADRE sponsoring organi.za.tion. 

Sincerely, 

l.r-) 
Kathy Engel 

vf 
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Please Clip and Return to: 

Madre is Spanish for mother. 
MADRE means mothers, women joining together. 

,! 

We are joining hands and hearts with the mothers and children of 
Nicaragua 
where the "contras" torture children and force the mothers to watch; 
we are joining hands and hearts with the mothers and children of all 
of Central America because rapes, kidnappings, murders have become 
daily occurences in their lives; 
because families are awakened in the night and sons and daughters 
are taken by force; because this is war 
and countless women, children, men are killed and maimed each day; 
bec~:JUse money we pay in taxes pays for this; 
because our money has been paying for covert operations, secret activities 
to disrupt the government of Nicaragua, the lives of the people there; 
because this money could be used instead in our hospitals, 
schools, homes-to take care of people here; 
because the U.S. invasion of Grenada is a violation of human life and dignity; 
because human beings have the right to choose their own lives and leadership; 
because we don't want our sons to kill or be killed in Central America; 
because our government is more involved in that region each day; 
because U.S. supported brutality against Central Americans 
reminds us of widespread brutality against people of color here at home; 
because Hispanic, Black and poor white youths will be the first sent to fight; 
because those young people can't get jobs here; 
because violence against women and children grows more fierce 
here in our own country each day, in our communities, in our cities; 
because we know what it means to lose a child; 
because that child is all of us; 
because as mothers, as women, as human beings 
we are sickened and appalled by acts of war and abuse-

We demand that our government and the President of the United States 
end this war immediately and respond to the urgent needs of our daily lives. 

We form MADRE to bring together concerned people-mothers 
and non-mothers alike, young and old, rich and poor, to call for an end to U.S. 
intervention in Nicaragua, all of Central America and the Caribbean, 
in friendship with the people there. 

As mothers, as women, as human beings-for .all the children. 

MA-■, 853 Broadway, Room 905, New York, New York 10003 212 777 6470 
I am a MADRE, in friendship with the women of Nicaragua, all of Central America 
and the Caribbean. 
□ I would like more information on MADRE's work 
□ I would like to correspond with a Nicaraguan Madre 
□ I would like to be in touch with other MADRES in my community 
□ Please send me an I.D. Card with a photograph of a Nicaraguan Madre 
□ Please send me more information on the situation in Central America 
□ Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution to MADRE 
Please make check payable to MADRE/W.I.R.E. (Women's International 
Resource Exchange) 

Name _________________________ _ 

Phone ____________________ -,-____ _ 

Address _________________________ _ 

City, State, Zip _______________________ _ 
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Nicaragua Faces Critical 
Shortage of Powdered Milk 
and Baby Cereal 
Aggression toward Nicaragua has increased enormously 
in recent months and weeks. The economic damage 
,esulting from U.S. sponsored attacks has been crippling. 
Managua's airport, several major ports, and key com
merce roads have been bombed. 

Mother-to-Mother Campaign 
MADRE is calling on women throughout the United States to par
ticipate in a Winter Drive to help Nicaraguan Madres sustain the lives 
of their children. Thanksgiving is traditionally a time of friendship 
and sharing. Help us extend that tradition to include the mothers and 
children of Nicaragua. Start now by collecting donations of forti
fied powdered milk and baby cereal, or purchase-funds, or a 
Christmas-time shipment. MADRE con help with in ation and 
resources for more extensive Milk and Cereal Drive projects o g -
out the winter. 



Background 
When the Sandinista government took power in 1979, former dictator Anastasio Somoza 
fled Nicaragua, plundering the treasury and leaving a notional debt of $1 .6 billion as well 
as a trail of devastation including on additional $1.3 billion in war domoqes. 

1981 
• $74 million development aid package, $17. 6 million creditfor purchase of wheat and oil 

and $5.1 million for Nicaragua's food industry suspended by President Reagon 
• United States aids formation of clandestine ·contra· (anti-Sandinista) bases in Honduras 
• Honduras receives first of close to $100 million in U.S. military aid appropriated 

between 1981 and 1983. 
• President Reagon formally approves $19. 5 million grant to CIA for covert actions to 

destabilize Sandinista government 
• Reagon Administration cuts $300 million from U.S. Federal budget for Women, Infants 

and Children (WIC) dropping 700,000 of those classified as ·nutritional risks· from food 
and counseling program 

1982 
• U.S. supervises reorganization of Honduran armed forces 
• U.S. pressures International Lending Agencies to block loons ta Nicaragua 
• U.S. funded contras continue to destroy crops and livestock and raid villages, ransacking 

homes, torturing and roping civilians, killing townspeople, and kidnapping others 
• $1,200 million cut from U.S. Federal Food Stomp Program leaving 1,000,000 low 

income recipients (900,000 women) without benefits 

1983 
• Reagon administration accused of breaking low by supporting former Somoza officers, 

who invade Nicaragua from Honduras 
• Reagon creates Bipartisan Commission headed by Henry Kissinger to formulate U.S. 

policy toward Central America 
• U.S. naval maneuvers off Pacific and Caribbean coasts of Nicaragua announced, to 

include 19 ships and 16,500 officers and men 
• In televised address, Reagan declines to rule out possibility that U.S. troops will be put 

into combat 
• Quantifiable harm to Nicaragua caused by CIA in 8 months of 1983 exceeds 12% of 

totol exports-proportionally equivalent in terms of the U.S. economy to a loss of 
$25 billion 

• Nicaraguan losses in human lite in 1983, are proportionally equivalent to all the dead 
suffered by the U.S. in the Vietnam War 

• U.S. Federal Budget cut by $700 million in Aid to Families with Dependent Children, 
terminating 365,000 families below poverty level and reducing benefits for 260,000 
remaining recipients 

Please clip and return to: 
MADRE, 853 Broadway Room 905, New York, New York l 0003 
• 212 777 6470 

I am a MADRE, in friendship with the women of Nicaragua, 
all of Central America and the Caribbean, 

□ I am joining the MOTHER-TO-MOTHER CAMPAIGN. 
□ Enclosed is my contribution of S _____ to purchase milk and baby cereal. 
□ Please contact me, I would like to send a donation of milk or cereal. 
□ I would like to correspond with a Nicaraguan Madre. 
□ I would like to be in touch with other MADRES in my community. 
□ Please send me an I. D. Cord with a photograph of a Nicaraguan Madre. 
□ Please send me more information on the situation in Central America. 
□ Please send me more information about Twinning and other MADRE activities. 
□ Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution to MADRE. 

Please make check payable to MADRE/WI. R. E. 
(Women's International Resource Exchange) 

Name ___________________ _ 

Phone __________________ _ 

Address _________________ _ 

City, State, Zip---------------

How Madre Works 
~ 

MADRE Is a network of small groups of women who know each other through theiljobs, 
their children's schools or day care centers, through community or political work, churches 
and synagogues, or meeting In parks and playgrounds. Letter writing and TWIN organizing 
enables Madres in the United Stoles and Central America to connect the realities of each 
others lives and hopes. Small groups work together on fundroisers, vigils, regional events, 
petition campaigns, sponsoring Friendship Tours, lobbying and media work. 

lwinning 
In the United States, Central America, and throughout the world-despite distance, de
spite language and custom, despite social conditions and ideology-the concern for a 
child's safety, the need for a consistent means of support and for the resources of health 
and learning, are shared by all women, all human beings. TWINNING is the pairing of 
local Institutions, such as day care centers, schools, clinics, hospitals, libraries, com
munity centers, etc., with similar institutions in Nicaragua for joint educational work and 
fundraising. TWINNING creates a tangible insight into daily life in Nicaraguan commu
nities, while highlighting the needs of local areas at home. MADRE con supply each 
TWINNING group with a list of appropriate instifutions in Nicaragua as well as resources 
and materials for organizing local projects. 

White Scarves and Photographs 
Wearing I. D. cords with photographs of Nicaraguan mothers, is a constant reminder that 
for r11ery MADRE in the United States, there is a woman in Nicaragua with the same hopes 
and concerns for her loved ones. In Argentina, mothers of the 6000 people who vanished 
during the anti-lettist repression in the l 970's, wear white scarves embroidered with the 
names of their missing children. MADRES wear white scarves in compassion for all 
women who have lost children to senseless violence. 

Wtite to your Senator and other elected officials urging no 
covert or overt aid to anti-government forces of Nicaragua. 
Urge a response from the State Department to Nicaragua's 
peace initiative; demand no intervention. 

Madre is Spanish for mother. 
MADRE means mothers, women joining together. 
We are joining hands and hearts with the mothers and children of 
Nicaragua 
where the ·contras· torture children and force the mothers to watch; 
we are joining hands and hearts with the mothers and children of all 
of Central America because ropes, kidnappings, murders have become 
doily occurences in their lives; 
because families ore awakened in the night and sons and daughters 
ore token by force; because this is war 
and countless women, children, men ore killed and maimed each day; 
because money we pay in taxes pays for this; 
because our money has been paying for covert operations, secret activities 
to disrupt the government of Nicaragua, the lives of the people there; 
because this money could be used instead in our hospitals, 
schools, homes-to take core of people here; 
because the U.S. invasion of Grenada is a violation of human life and dignity; 
because human beings have the right to choose their own lives and leadership; 
because we don't want our sons to kill or be killed in Central America; 
because our government is more involved in that region each day; 
because U.S. supported brutality against Central Americans 
reminds us of widespread brutality against people of color here at home; 
because Hispanic, Black and poor white youths will be the first sent to fight; 
because those young people can't get jobs here; 
because violence against women and children grows more fierce 
here in our own country each day, in our communities, in our cities; 
because we know what it means to lose a child; 
because that child is all of us; 
because as mothers, as women, as human beings 
we are sickened and appalled by these acts of war and abuse-

We demand that our government and the President of the United States 
end this war immediately and respond to the urgent needs of our daily lives. 

We form MADRE to bring together concerned people-mothers 
and non-mothers alike, young and old, rich and poor, to call for an end to U.S. 
intervention in Nicaragua, all of Central America and the Caribbean, 
in friendship with the people there. 

As mothers, as women, as human beings-for all the children. 
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Mrs. Joyce Thomann 
Office of Public Liaison 
Suite 191-OEOB 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Thomann: 

My wife and I are in receipt of Mr. Morton C. 
Blackwell's letter to us concerning placing us on the 
"regular clearance list" to be able to attend meetings of 
the "White House Outreach Working Group on Central America". 

Enclosed herein are Registration Forms with 
identification for each of us as it will certainly be our 
pleasure to attend future Presidential and/or Vice Presidenti al 
Briefings at the White House on the Central American situation. 

I might add that we are in regular telephone con
tact with Mr. Dolf Droge who is on loan to your Office of 
Public Liaison from the State Department to organize speakers 
and speaking engagements throughout the United States in 
support of the President's Central American Policy. We have 
been extremely impressed with Mr. Droge's "global perspective" 
concerning the entire Central American issue and appreciate 
his frequent forwarding to us of various briefing documents. 
The White House can be proud to have a person of his calibre 
and intregrity so committed to the Central American issue. 

SMR/mcr 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~~~ l 
Sidne; ~ -- -Rdsen 
ROSEN & YEPIZ 



NOTE: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

9-6-83 

TO: MORTON BLACKWELL 

FROM: DOLF DROG~ 

SUBJECT: STROKING TEXAS 

The attached letters are FYI 
on a communciation gap which 
took place this summer. 

The phone call contact I made 
when made aware of the situation re 
August 19 Xerox, has resulted in 
Tom Knight, Executive Director 
of the GOP in Nueces County 
arranging five days of bookings for 
Ambassador Eugene nouglas October 
24-through October 29 covering 
Austin, San Antonio, Corpus Christi, 
Dallas, and El Paso. 
Tom is so busy he has no time to 
remain angry, as the September 2 
Xerox letter confirms. 

Ambassador Douglas previously asked 
to be used heavily during his five 
day Texas "vacation'' including TV, 
radio and editorial boards o Since 
Mrs. Reagan received a copy of the 
August 19 gripe letter (along with 
me) I thought you ought to have the 
follow-up information on hand. 

1 



GEN. SCAMAN 
Chairman 

Mr. Dolph Druge 

Pu8LICANj)~ 

OF NlJECES ~~!~ 
" Corpus Christi, Texas 78411 ,,,I (512) 854-666 1 

September 2, 1983 

Whit e House Speakers Bureau 
Ex cutive Office Building, Rm. 171 
Washington, D. C. 2 500 

Dea r Dolph, 

Just note here to thank you for your call yester
day. We rea lly appreciate the reassurance that the Ad
ministrat ion is interested in us, and i s willing to work 
wi th us in a partnership that will be mutually productive. 

Having served, as did I, in the Nixon Administration 
you are obviously aware of the importance of White Hous e / 
Party coordination. The tragic o tcome of Watergate and 
its related episodes dramatica lly illustrated the dangers 
of White House activi ty independent of the Party. It's a 
plea sure to be working with someone who is equally deter
mi ned no t to repeat those ame "failures of communication." 

TLK/ 

Thank, again. Let's keep in touch. 

,,. 

Sincer ly, 

TOM KNIGHT, 
Executive Director 



GENE SEAMAN 
Chairman 

Mr. Ed Rollin, AoGiotant to tho 
President for Political affairs 
'l'hc White House 
1600 Pennaylvania Ave. 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Rollin, 

Or M~ty 20, 1983, our Nu,'CCG County He-publican Head
quarters submitted, for your consideration, a program 
anti tl0d "El SA.LVA00R-Amcrican and the fi ght for Freedom'', 
wh5c.h we believe will ctr,'lT'l'lti.cally d0.mon~tr:1to the support 
of Americans livinG in border areas for Lho President's 
p )ace- ,nrough-f_;t en0 th pol.i cit:G i11 Latin /lmcr-ica, On June 
6, June 1J and June 27, I attempted to contact Ms. Miche lle 
Da~is of your office, to discuss our proposal. Each time 
I wa~ assure ~ Ms . Davis 'wi.Jl c0t right back' with me. 
To date we :i.a ve heard nothing; not even acknowledgment of 
receipt of our proposal . Are the 110,000 voters of Nueces 
County, not to mentinn the millions more liv"ng alone the 
U. S,-Mexico border , not important enough to warrent a 
responce from the Administration? Arc you taking for granted 
our Texas Republican votes and campaign efforts on behalf 
of the President? 

Mr. Rollin, our proposal has generated statewide int
erest among JIL:3panic Republicans becuuse they recognize the 
potential value to the Administration. This program, if 
realized will give the President a receptive forum in 
which to present his Latin American policies. The positive 
impact for him with Hispanics, as vmll as all other voters 
in the border regions, cannot be overstressedo If the Pres
ident and our Administration arc truly sensitive to the 
needs of this region, as he stated in El Paso last week, 
then we deserve a response--be it favorable or not. 

cc f N:-m<'y Ro:J.rrq_n 
Dolph Droe;c:o· 

Sinc 0 reJy, 

TOM ENrnlJT 
EX(?C~l ti_vp ljirPc t,cr 



DEPENDIENTE 
CRATICA 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
927 - 15th St. N.W., Suite 903-5 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone (202) 638-6691 

Mr. Dolf Droge 
Office of Public Liaison 

Room 438 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Droge: 

December 6, 1983 

Per our recent conversation regarding suggestions of speakers for the 
White House Outreach Working Group on Central America we are submitting two 
names for consideration: 

o Mr. Christian Tatenbach 
Vice President, Partido Unidad (Political Party in Costa Rica). 
Member of that country's Parliament. 
Staunch democrat and anti-Communi st. 

o Dr. Henk Chin A Sen 
Former President of Suriname 
President, The Council for the Liberation of Suriname (The Netherlands). 

He has wide support from the AFL-CIO. 

I am also taking the liberty of suggesting a name for the series of White 
House sessions on Cuba in January. The name is that of Mr. Huber Matos, Sr. 

Since his release from prison in 1979, Mr. Matos has remained very active 
in Cuban politics and as a speaker on this issue. As such, he has reached a 
wide non-partisan audience in the United States(democrats, republicans and the 
labor movement) and has obtained diverse political and ideological support 
for his ideas abroad. He is not only conversant on issues concerning Cuba's 
revolutionary 13roces:::; t!p t o 1959 when Castro per sonally s entenced him to 20 
years in jail and on issues related to Cuban political prisons; but as Secretary 
General of CID and as a result of our involvement in broadcasting to Cuba, 
Mr. Matos has also kept himself abreast with current socio-political as well as 
economic developments in Cuba. 

Mr. Matos cannot only assess Cuba's domestic situation and its involvement 
and influence abroad from the perspective of a former member of Castro's inner 
revolutionary circ.le, but also from the perspective of a resolute and dedicated 
fighter for the restoration of independence, human rights and democratic values 
in Cuba. 

I would like, once more, to take this opportunity to thank you for all 
your help in making our Convention in Los Angeles a success. Your office can 
always count on CID as a forum to rally support for the President's .policy in 
Central America and the furtherance of democracy in that region. 

Si er 
I 

· -: Hi ~ --,.__:a::;... _ _ _ _ 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 6, 1984 

Faith RYAN WHITTLESEY 

MORTON C. BLACKWELL (J/i 
'-._.'I 

Attached memorandum to Bud McFarlane 

You may want to sign and send the attached memorandum. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Janu~ry 6, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ROBERT C. HcFARLANE 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY FROM: 

SUBJECT: Regional Outreach Briefings on 
Central America 

Here is an update on our plans to brief coITUilunity leaders in 
major cities on U.S. policy in Central America. This series 
of briefings was developed by cionsensus among the agency 
representatives on our working group. 

1. The State Department Public Affairs Office 
is arranging for co-sponsorship in each city. 
Co-sponsors will be groups such as the World 
Affairs Council, the Chamber_ of Commerce, 
Kiwanis, Rotary, etc. The idea is to find 
sponsors that would not be identified with 
either end of the political spectrum but 
towards the center. 

2. The invitations will be mailed from the State 
Department and, depending upon the speakers, 
will read something like: "The U.S. Depart-
ment of State, the U.S. Department of Defense 
and the Agency for International Development, 
in cooperation with the Pittsburgh World Affairs 
Council and the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of 
Commerce cordially invite you to attend a briefing 
on United States policy on Central Punerica." 

3. The list of invitees will be initially provided 
by the local sponsoring organizations. The list 
will be submitted to the lfuite House. We will 
make sure that the major opinion l e ade rs in e ach 
locality are included. This will include the 
prominent educators, clergy, union leaders, 
business leaders, and local editors, publishers, 
and broadcasters. The idea here is for the 
invitation list to reach out beyond those normally 
invited to foreign policy briefings. 
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4. Target cities. We have a potential target list 
of twenty-four major cities, but we will start 
with one pair of cities. Our first pair was to 
be Philadelphia and Hartford, but last week two 
of our speakers scheduled for January 23 and 24 
were called to give Congressional testimony on 
those days. 

5. Speakers. For the first pair of cities, we will 
not shoot for "superstars" such as Secretary of 
State Shultz, or Secretary of Defense Weinberger, 
but will go for a reasonably balanced team of 
three speakers, one each from the defense area, 
the diplomacy area and the development area. 

6. Funding. The hall will be provided by the local 
sponsoring organization. Each agency will fund the 
travel expenses of its personnel. The invitations 
will be issued by the State Department. 

7. Scheduling. Otto ·Reich's office will coordinate 
this with the State Department Bureau of Public 
Affairs, in consultation with our White House 
Office of Public Liaison and other appropriate 
offices. It was agreed that we would not schedule 
any cities in the month immediately prior to each 
respective state's Presidential primary. After the 
first pair of cities are covered in February, we 
will evaluate this pilot and make appropriate 
adjustments for subsequent briefings. 

8. Additional outreach. Each speaker will be asked to 
spend a full working day in each city. Before and 
after each joint briefing, the speakers will separately 
speak to a wide variety of audiences: local radio and 
TV talk shows, newspaper editorial boards, civic club 
meetings, student groups, etc. This will greatly in
crease the impact of this effort in each city. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 6, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Jonathan Vipond 

Morton C. Blackwe11//£J_ 

Talking Points on Threat to Economic Vitality 
of the Caribbean Sea Lanes 

The attached talking points are taken from a two page 

paper submitted to our Outreach Working Group by Deputy 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Inter American Affairs, 

Nestor Sanchez. 

MCB: jet 

1 Attachment a/s 



TALKING POINTS 

THREAT TO ECONOMIC VITALITY OF THE CARIBBEAN SEA LANES 

Many critical raw materials, essential to the economic 

and military security of the United States, are trans

ported from the Persian Gulf, Africa and South America 

to our ports in the Gulf of Mexico. The Caribbean 

Basin contains many of these vital sea and air lines 

of communication. 

During peacetime, 44% of all foreign trade tonnage and 

45% of all import tanker tonnage moves through the 

Caribbean Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) to U.S. 

Gulf Coast ports. • 
the Caribbean states also provide 75% of our nation's 

aluminum requirements. 

Numerous Caribbean ports serve as trans-shipment 

points for supertankers bringing petroleum from the 

Persian Gulf destined for U.S. refineries. Within the 

Caribbean itself, many refineries (the major ones located 

in Aruba, Curacao, and St. Croix) process approximately 

five million barrels of crude oil a day. Thus, in peace

time, the oil passing through the area from the South 

Atlantic and Venezuela, and the volume of general cargo 

entering U.S. Gulf ports renders the Caribbean SLOCs 

extremely important from an economic perspective. 
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Alaskan oil and Pacific trade which transit the Panama 

Canal and pipeline are also critical to the U.S. economy. 

In FY-82 alone, 180.5 Million long tons moved through the 

canal bound for U.S. ports. During wartime, rapid transit 

through the Panama Canal would be vital to the U.S. 

Navy. The spread of Soviet/Cuban satellites into Central 

America provide a military capability to interdict traffic 

through the Canal, restrict the rapid deployment of U.S. 

forces and cut off vital raw materials from reaching 

Gulf and East Coast ports. 

During World War II, over 50 percent of the supplies and 

reinforcements bound for the Euronean and African theaters 

passed through ports in the Gulf of Mexico. 

From February to July 1942, German U-boats sank 114 

allied ships -- more than 560,000 gross tons -- without 

having the submarine bases in the Caribbean area the 

Soviets now have use of. Today, significant numbers of 

NATO reinforcements and fifty percent of the resupply 

material would originate at these same gulf ports. 

This vital shipping must then pass through the Straits 

of Florida or the Yucatan Channel - the major choke 

points between the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic. 

Cuba is an unsinkable aircraft carrier that comes with 

a 225,000 man army and an Air Force which includes more than 

200 MIG aircraft. This Soviet weapon sits astride the 

sea lanes into and out of the Gulf of Mexico. 
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During the last five years, the Soviets have accelerated 

their program of modernizing Cuba's military forces to 

provide them with an offensive interdiction capability. 

Today, Cuba, with its diesel attack submarines, missile

equipped patrol boats, hydrofoil torpedo boats, and 

air-to-ground capable aircraft, has the potential to 

seriously threaten these vital shipping routes. The 

Cuban government has also been provided a Soviet-built 

Koni-class frigate further enhancing their military 

arsenal. With the recent addition of two Soviet 

Polnocny Class amphibious ships, Cuba is developing the 

capability to project force throughout the Caribbean. 

They have rehearsed amphibious landings with 400 marines 

and light tanks on beaches near Mariel. 

In the past 20 years, we have moved from a position of 

relative security in this hemisphere to a situation where 

we could very well find Soviet bases on our southern 

flank. This creates a vulnerability which our country 

has not had to address -- and one which could totally 

alter our strategic position and limit our military 

options throughout the world. Unfortunately, Congress 

and the American public have not begun to understand 

the gravity of the situation. 

Castro will continue to exploit every opportunity to 

export terrorism and revolution to increase his 

communist influence and destabilize established govern-
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ments in the area. Nicaragua is already a puppet 

of Cuba and is being used as a funnel through which 

weapons and supplies reach rebel movements throughout 

the Central American region. The Sandinistas are 

espousing a "revolution without frontiers." 

With current forces, we are only capable of executing 

a sequential strategy. The forces needed to secure 

the Caribbean are the same ones needed to ensure the 

security of the North Atlantic. The same forces are 

also needed in Europe. At the beginning of hostilities, 

some of these forces may be deployed ' to the Indian Ocean 

and some in the Mediterranean or Caribbean. The choice 

of the sequence may well belong to the Soviets. 

It is imperative that we strengthen our commitment in 

the Caribbean, re-establish close working relationships 

with our friends and neighbors in the area, and reaffirm 

our support and assistance to each of the friendly 

governments there. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January · 3, 1984 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: Jack Courtemanche 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell //_~~
1 ·~---

SUBJECT: Request from Senator Denton 

As you may recall, we were .contacted by Senator Denton late 
in the afternoon of December 12, asking to speak to our Out
reach Working Group Meeting of December 14. The Senator 
wanted to talk to the group about his recent trip to El 
Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. At 
the last minute, Senator Denton changed his mind and opted 
not to be a secondary speaker, but attended as an observer. 
(Elliott Abrams was our scheduled speaker for that date.) 

We have scheduled Senator Denton to speak to . the Outreach 
Group on Wednesday, January 25. 

Attached is a memorandum prepared for your signature to 
M. B. Oglesby requesting his approval for Senator Denton 
to speak to our Outreach Working Group on Wednesday, January 25. 

MCB: jet 

1 Attachment a/s 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 4, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FORM. B. OGLESBY 

FROM: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

SUBJECT: Central American Outreach Working Group Meeting 

Senator Jere miah Denton has asked to speak to our White House 
Outreach Working Group on Central America. He desires to 
apprise the group of the observations and insights which 
he gleaned from his recent trip to El Salvador, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama during the period November 30 
to December 7, 1983. 

We have scheduled the Senator to speak at our meeting of 
Wednesday, January 25, at 2:30 p.m. in Room #450. 

I hope this will meet with your concurrence. 




