
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files 

Folder Title: Papers Submitted for Clearance – 

White House Digest (Central America) 

(3 of 5) 

Box: 57 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 5, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO RICHARD G. DARMAN 

FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey 

SUBJECT: Second White House Digest Paper 

Yes, we want to release this as a White House Digest 
paper at our Working Group meeting with supportive outside 
groups, at 2:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 6. I am relying 
on you to get the material to Mike Baroody at the Communica­
tions Office so that he can have it printed up by the time 
of our meeting. 

Attached is a copy of the current text you sent me. 
We have obtained better copies of the graphs and map. So 
the retyped paper should include these illustrations at the 
appropriate places. 

Thank you very much for processing this. 

On another item, I am hopeful that the piece entitled, 
"Central America: Facts Not Widely Known" which we gave 
you last week has also been cleared and could be printed 
up for distribution at the same meeting. 

1 Attachment a/s 

cc: Michael E. Baroody 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

June 23 DATE: _____ _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: June 27 

SUBJECT: 
CENTRAL AMERICAN PAPERS 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ HARPER □ 
MEESE □ □ HERRINGTON □ 
BAKER □ □ JENKINS □ 
DEAVER □ □ McMANUS □ 
STOCKMAN □ □ MURPHY □ 
CLARK □ □ ROGERS □ 
DARMAN OP ✓ ,ROLLINS □ 
DUBERSTEIN □ □ VERSTANDIG □ 
FELDSTEIN □ □ I WHITTLE SE¥ ~ 
FIELDING □ □ BRADY/SPEAKES □ 
FULLER □ □ □ 
GERGEN □ □ □ 

REMARKS : 

The attached has been revised by NSC et al. Do y ou still 
want to release it? 

~ t.u \'l)~~ 5', DC 

RESPONSE: 
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Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 
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.,; \.:\ - - i"r, ~A'tl'bNAL SEC.URITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

June 22, 1983 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

FOR RICHARD G. DAR1'1AN 

1v ROBERT M. KIM11ITT V 
Second White House Digest Paper SUBJECT: 

Attached herewith is an edited version of the proposed second 
White House Digest paper on Central America. The editings 
hav e been made on the original text. It has been concurred 
in by the NSC staff, State and CIA for factual accuracy. 

Attachment 

Tab I White House Digest paper 

cc: Adm. Poindexter 



Soviet/Cuban Threat and Buildup in the Caribbean 

Since 1978 we have seen an ever increasing Soviet presence in 
the Caribbean Region. The USSR through its surrogate--Cuba-­
has been able to establish a permanent presence in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

The Characteristics of the Soviet/Cuban Build-up: Men, Money, Materia.l 

- The Soviet Union maintains and reinforces its presence by: 

Deploying its long range Bear reconnaisance and anti-submarine 
warfare aircraft to the region on a regular basis. 
Deploying its naval combatants for joint training exercises 
with Cuba. 
Providing a Soviet Brigade of approximately 3,000 men stationed 
near Havana and an additional presence of 2,500 military advisors. 
Providing Cuba with 8,000 civilian advisors. 
Maintaining the largest intelligence monitoring/telecommunications 
facility outside the USSR. 

- In 1982, the Soviets and Cubans had 50 times as many military 
advisors in Latin America as did the US. Last year the Soviets 
increased their military advisors in Cuba by 500. 

- The USSR has also provided a steady stream of military equipment 
to Cuba. In 1981 alone, Moscow provided 66,000 metric tons in military 
assistance valued at $600 million. Deliveries in 1982 exceeded 1981 
by 2,000 metric tons and amounted to over $1 billion in military 
assistance in the last two years. 

- Cuban armed forces have grown to a size disproportionate for 
defensive needs: 

Cuba possesses an Army of over 225,000; a Navy of 11,000 and 
air defense forces of 16,000, not including 500 thousand para­
military troops. 
Cubans have well over 200 MIG fighter aircraft. 
Castro has about 65,000 Cubans serving overseas: 40,000 
military (25,000 troops in Angola, about 12,000 in Ethiopia} 
and 25,000 civilian technicians. 
Cuba has 2.3% of its population in the regular armed forces, 
one of every 20 Cubans participates in some- security mission. 

- Moscow underwrites the activities of its Cuban surrogate at a cost 
exceeding $4 billion annually (1/4 of Cuba's GNP} and supports efforts 
to collect funds, arms, and supplies from the communist bloc for 
guerrilla activities in Central America and the Caribbean. 



'. 

- The number of Soviet .Bloc academic grants offered annually to 
Latin American students jumped from 400 in the 1960's to about 
7,000 now. In 1979 Moscow admitted to sponsoring 7,000 Cubans 
for studies in the Soviet Union. Last year 700 Nicaraguans were 
reported studying there and an additional 300 scholarships were 
being provided. Scholarships include free room, board, tuition, 
transportation, medical care and a small stipend. 

- About 3,000 Latin American students, including 1,600 Nicaraguans, 
are studying in Cuba. Cuba has constructed 17 schools for foreigners, 
each costing about $2 million to build and about $600,000 to operate 
annually. 
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Spreading Soviet/Cuban Intervention Throughout The Region 

- The implication of the Soviet/Cuban buildup is that it provides 
a platform for spreading subversion and supporting guerrillas through­
out the region. 

- It was Cuba that acted as the catalyst to organize and unify the 
far-left groups in El Salvador, assisted in developing military 
strategy, and encouraged the guerrillas to launch the ill-fated 
"final" offensive in January 1981. Cuba continues to be vital in 
training and supporting continuing offensives in El Salvador by 
funneling weapons and supplies via Nicaragua to rebel forces in 
El Salvador. 

- Castro is actively engaged in converting Nicaragua into another 
Cuba. There are approximately 5,500 Cuban civilian advisors and 
about 1,750 Cuban military and security advisors in Nicaragua. 

- .The Sandinistas themselves have about 75,000 men under arms in 
their active armed forces, reserves, militia, police and security 
forces. At its present strength, the Sandinista Army represents the 
largest military force in the history of Central America. The 
Sandinistas have built 36 new military garrisons since Somoza's 
downfall. 

- Approximately 70 Nicaraguans were sent to Bulgaria for training 
as pilots and mechanics. Existing. landing strips in Nicaragua are 
being lengthened and will be able to accommodate the most sophisticated 
Soviet jet aircraft. MIGs could be flown in quickly from Cuba. 

- In grenada, which has a strategic location in the eastern 
Caribbean, we are concerned because the Soviets and Cubans are 
constructing facilities, including an airfield, the eventual use 
of which is unknown. 

- In Suriname, the Cuban Ambassador is a senior intelligence officer 
who was formerly Chief of the Caribbean Section of the Americas 
Department of the Cuban Communist Party. The America department is 
responsible for Cuban covert activities, and is much more important 
in formulating Cuban policy toward Latin America than is the Cuban 
Foreign Ministry. The Cuban Ambassador maintains a very close 
relationship with LTC Desire Bouterse, Suriname's military leader, 
and has continuous access to key leaders. 





\ . 

The Threat Posed by Soviet Expansionism 

- Such communist expansion could lead to an extensive and permanent 
Soviet presence and an increased Soviet strategic capability in the 
region. This would create significant military consequences for 
the US: 

It could place hostile forces and weapons systems within striking 
distance of targets in the US. 

It could provide bases for use in covert operations against the 
US and our neighbors. 

It could provide for prepositioning of Soviet equipment, supplies 
and ammunition in our hemisphere. 

It could allow the Soviet Pacific and Atlantic fleets to 
operate near our shores without having to return to the USSR 
for maintenance. 

It could threaten our Caribbean Sea Lines of Communication 
through which a large volume of our goods pass; thus endangering 
the economic well-being of our nation. 

And finally, it could cause the US to divert scarce resources 
in manpower and materiel from other areas of the world to protect 
an area previously considered militarily secure. 
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THE '1-IH ITE HOUSE 

M'.::1·10RANDUM TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON 

June 3, 1983 

Faith Ryan WhHtlese# /v 
Jonathan Vipond 

. ,.') /~ 
Morton C. Blackwell 'l/~ 

~~ ~.::. J 
T~ire-White House Digest Paper 

Attached is my suggested third White House Dioest paper. 

It was prepared in the office of Nestor Sanchez and outlines 

the Soviet/Cuban Threat to the Caribbean. I suggest that 

you forward it to Dick Darman for clearances so that it can 

be our third "White House Digest" paper. 

MCB:jet 

1 .h, ttachrnent a/s 
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Soviet/Cuban Threat and Buildup in the Car,bbean 

,.• ... . 

Since 1978 we have seen an ever increasing Soviet presence in the Caribbean 
Region. The USSR through its surrogate--Cuba--has been able to estab1ish a 
permanent presence in the Western Hemisphere. 

The Characteristics of the Soviet/Cuban Build-up: Men, Money, Materiel 

- The Soviet Union maintains and reinforces its p~esence by: · -
4 .... ~'"'"° Q,GQAfl-$.~,..._., .. ~ Q,,r~ 

Dei,1oying i~s 1ong range BearAll,s t, c to the region oo~-.e• t:::;t~•!!'-
t, I &4 bas,s. '\ o. 
Deploying its naval combatants for joint training exercises with Cuba. 
Providin a . "" · 
near Havana and an additional presence of 2,500 military advisors. 

-- ~uba with 8 00 civiY.# 
~: ~ _,__..._. o~~ .ca.,,..,.~.,..,,.... ~, .. ,-ussa.. 

- In 82, t e ov,e d1 u as had 5 t, s as manyrn11itary aovisors in Latin 
America as did the US. Last year the Soviets increased their military advisors 
in Cuba by 500. 

- The USSR has also provided a steady stream of military equipment to Cuba. 
In 1981 alone, Moscow provided 66,000 metric tons in military assistance va1ued 
at S600 million. De1iveries in 1982 exceeded 1981 by 2,000 metric tons and 
amounted to over $1 billion in military assistance in the last two years. 

- Cuban armed forces have grown to a s~ze disproportionate for defensive needs: 

Cuba posesses an Army of over 225,000; ~y of 11,000 and · air .z; ; · ~ 
defense forces of 16,009,.not includins -•II "' thousand)(.,....parami1i~~. 
Cubans have we11 over 200,..MIG fighter aircraft. '- . 
Castro has about 65,000 Cubans serving overseas~:40,000 military (25,000 ~ 
troops in Angola, about 12,000 in Ethiopia) and 25,000 civilian technicians. 
Cuba has 2.3% of its population in the regular armed forces, one of 
every 20 Cubans participates in some security mission. 

- Moscow underwrites the activities of its Cuban surrogate at a cost exceeding 
S4 billion annually (1/4 of Cuba's GNP) and supports efforts to co11ect funds, 
ar;ms, and supplies from the communist bloc for guerrilla activities in Central 
America and the Caribbean. 

-- The number of Soviet Bloc academic grants offered annually to Latin American 
students jumped from 400 in the 1960 1 s to about 7,000 now. In 1979 Moscow admitttd 
to sponsoring 7,000 Cubans for studies in th e Soviet Union. Last year 700 
Nic~raguans were reported studying there and an additional 300 scholarships weri 
being provided. Scholarships include free room, _ board, tuition, transportation, 
medical care and a small stipend. 

- About 3,000 Latin American students, including 1,600 Nicaraguan~ are studying • 
in Cuba. Cuba has constructed 17 schools for foreigner.:,each costing about $2 '--
million to build and S600,000 to operate annually. 
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Spreading Soviet/Cuban Intervention Throughout The Region 

- The implication of the Soviet/Cuban buildup is that it provides a platform 
for spreading subversion and supporting guerri1las throughout the region. 

- It was Cuba that acted as the catalyst to organize and unify the far-left 
groups in El Salvador, assisted in developing~military strategy,and encouraged \I 

:he guerrillas to launch the ill-fated "final" offensive in January 1981. Cuba 
continues to be vital in training and supporting continuing offensives in 
El Salvador by funneling weapons and supplies via Nicaragua to rebel forces in 
El Salvador. 

Nicaragua into another Cuba. - Castro is actively engaged in converting 
There are approximately 5,500 Cuban civilian 
military and security advisors in Nicaragua. 

advisors and ~@Pil!! liil a, E,@08! Cuban 
c: '- • 1., 7,SO 

~ ~ov +- ,S,ooo 
- The Sandinistas themselves Lace Bsai;t&Hil +bi,' have/\139,Q:i@ men under arms in 

their active armed forces, reserves, militia, police and security forces. At 
its present strengt~the Sandinista Army represents the largest military force 
in the history of Central America. The Sandinistas have built 36 new military 
oarrisons since Somoza's downfall . ., 

0 

- Approximately 70 Nicaraguans were sent to Bulgaria for training as pilots 
and mechanics. Existing landing strips in Nicaragua are being lengthened and 
wi l l be able to accommodate the most sophisticated Soviet jet aircraft. MIGs 
could be flown in quickly from Cuba. ' 

-In Gren43.a, which has a strategic location in the 

eastern Caribbean, we are concerned because the Soviets _/ · 
/ ; 

/ 
, .,,/.-

and Cubans are constructing facilities, including an .;( .nee 
- . . . . _ /_.,,,,,,,. is _,.,.. · 

i<.:.. \. " , •· . , - . ,... . ... ~ . / 

airfield, the eventual use of which we--G~ V ' - ·- --· ·-"':::, --- '_,_ ., __ -· -· ·· . ~ , /'t 
gm on t . . ( ·; / . /'...-·. fe::::.---· ...-

In Suriname, the Cuban Ambasfiaor is a senior intel l½ence officer who was 
formerly Chief of the Caribbean/ Section of the ~merica✓ oepartment of the Cuban 
Communist Party The America✓departrnent is responsible for Cuban covert ___ _.,,,..,.,, 
activities.; Th uban Ambassador maintains a very close relationship with ~ --· 
LTC Desire Bouterse, Suriname's military leader, and has continuous access to 
key leaders. 



The Threat Posed by Soviet Expansionism 

- Such communist expansion could lead · t6 an extensive and permanent Soviet , 
presenc?( and an increased Soviet strategic capability in the region,e ·s~-,1\~ 
would create significant military consequences for the us: T/- • 

-- It could place hostile forces and weapons systems within striking 
distance of targets in the US. 

It could provide bases for use ir.. covert operations against the US and 
our neighbors. 

Jt could provide for prepositioning of Soviet equipment, supplies and 
ammunition in our hemisphere. 

It could allow the Soviet Pacific and Atlantic fleets to operate near our 
shores without having to return to the USSR for maintenance. 

It could threaten our Caribbean Sea Lines of Communication through 
which a large volume of our goods pass; thus endangering the economic 
well-being of our nation. 

And finally, it could cause the US to divert scarce resources in manpower 
and materiel from other areas of the world to protect an area previously 
considered militarily secure. 



Human Rights and Cuba 

For the last five years, in violation of each of her neighbor's 

right to self-determination, Cuba has attempted to "spread the 

revolution" by providing arms, advisors and strategy to rebels 

throughout Central America. If the Cubans and their allies 

succeed, Marxists will dominate the entire Caribbean Basin. 

Those who have witnessed the effects of Marxist-Leninist rule 

on the people of Eastern Europe, Asia or Africa must be concerned 

about its effects in Central America. Already, Cuba has served 

as a model for the Sandanistas in their betrayal of their demo­

cratic allies in the Popular Front, in their abuse of human rights 

and in their interference in their neighbors' affairs. Even now, 

as the Sandanistas consolidate their power, thousands of Cuban 

advisors serve in Nicaragua. Cuban intervention in Central America 

calls for a serious look at the Castro government's "record" and 

at the likely effects of Cuban success on the prospects for democracy , 

human rights and economic progress in the region. 
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In over two decades, Cuba's very poor record on human rights 

has shown no sign of improvement. Like other Marxist-Leninist 

countries, Cuba is a tightly controlled, highly centralized, re­

pressive state. The government discriminated against those whom 

it declares are "in opposition to the state." over the years, 

Castro has jailed thousands who opposed or were suspected of op­

posing or of criticizing Communist rule. Most sources indicate 

that up to 1000 men and women are now Cuban political prisoners. 

Some of those have been incarcerated since 1959, placing them 

among the longest-held political prisoners known in the world. 

Several hundred prisoners, known as "Plantados", refuse to 

be "reeducated" and to wear the clothing of common criminals. 

As a result, they have been denied food, medicine and clothing. 

These and other prisoners have been beaten and sometimes isolated 

for long periods in dark, cold cells without clothing. Freedom 

House notes that there are reports of psychiatric institutions 

being used, as in the USSR, to hold prisoners. 

In December 1982, a recently released long-time political 

prisoner, the poet Armando Valladares, told two sub-committees 

of the House Foreign Affairs Committee that repression of political 

prisoners is "ferocious." The Cuban police harassed his mother, 

Valladares reported, forcing her to send a letter denouncing him 

which was dictated by a Cuban secret policeman who had shown his 
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sister an approved court order sending her to jail if her mother 

did not cooperate. Valladares described the imprisonment of 

children and stated that physical and psychological torture was 

common. He claimed one man was severely beaten outside his cell 

on December 17, 1981, while he watched, and the he himself had also 

been physically mistreated. He testified that he had been denied 

food for a period of more than 40 days in 1974, resulting in the 

loss of use of his legs. 

Several dual-national Cuban-American citizens visiting re­

latives in Cuba have "disappeared" without charge or hearing. 

Last year, Amnesty International transmitted a report that 29 

prisoners were executed for "political offenses." Amnesty In­

ternational, in its 1982 Report, claims that more than 50 pri­

soners have not been released on time or have been given ad­

ditional 1-year sentences without "fair hearings". More recent 

sources indicate that some prisoners jailed for as many as 22 

years have been given new long sentences. 

"Political offenses" in Cuba are often actions which the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights recognize as individual 

human rights. Opposition political parties, like all forms of 

dissent, are outlawed. The freedoms of the press and of speech 

do not exist in Cuba, where expressed disagreement with the Com­

munist system is illegal. All print and electronic media are owned 

and censored by the Ministry of Culture. Artists have been jailed 

for not conforming with government guidelines on art. In 1977, 
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the police searched the home of journalist Amaro Gomez and sentenced 

him to 8 years for possessing his own unpublished and uncirculated 

poems and plays. The widely respected human rights organization 

Freedom House states that "writing or speaking against the system, 

even in private, is severely repressed." Even though literacy is 

growing in Cuba, less and less can be written or read. 

Communist Party membership is considered to he inconsistent 

with the exercise of religious beliefs, thus effectively excluding 

those who practice religion from positions of authority in the 

Government or armed forces. There are reports that those who wor­

ship regularly are discriminated against in employment, housing, 

and schooling. Members of religious groups, such as Catholics 

and Jehovah's Witnesses, who disagree with the Cuban Government 

have been prosecuted for their dissent. They have also lost their 

jobs and been excluded from universities. 

Cubans do not have the right to join free trade unions 

which practice collective bargaining and have the right to strike. 

In the last year, over 200 workers have been prosecuted for at­

tempting to organize strikes in Cuba's sugar and construction in­

dustries. Five trade unionists were reportedly first condemned to 

death, but may have had their sentences commuted to 30 years after 

the cases became public knowledge. The Cuban government, after 
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first denying the facts, ultimately said the "Terrorists" received 

"severe" sentences. At the recent conference of the World Federa­

tion of Trade Unions in Prague, the Cubans were said to have stated 
i)"v\,,) 

that the severe sentences were necessary to block )ny attempt to set 

up a "Solidarity style organization." Fidel Castro is on record 

that he will not tolerate such an organization in Cuba. Another 

200 Cubans are said to have been recently arrested in Sancti 

Spiritus province for protesting the confiscation of their crops. 

Rather than permit citizens to protest or to join independent 

groups, the government denies each person's individuality and en­

rolls him or her into "mass" organizations such as the 5 million 

member Committee for the Defense of the Revolution. Such organi­

zations give the individual no voice in his or in his country's 

destiny. The mass committees channel the people's energies toward 

party approved goals and effectively isolate individuals from those 

with whom they might speak and associate. 

Instead of guaranteeing those rights recognized by the Uni­

versal Declaration on Human Rights the Cuban government denies 

these rights. Instead of allowing the people of Cuba to determine 

the destiny of Cuba, the Castro government has imposed communist 

rule. As a result of 24 years of communist control, over one 

million Cubans, more than 10% of the island's population, have 

fled their homeland. As estimated 200,000 more have applied to 

emigrate, even though they are stripped of their jobs, ration cards 

and housing. Their children are forbidden to attend school. 
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We owe it to ourselves and to the people of this hemisphere 

to be aware of the character of those who would shape Central 

America without respect for democratic forms or human rights. We 

must be especially concerned when those who intervene do so embrac­

ing Marxist ideology, the Soviet system and Soviet foreign policy. 

The "Cuban Experiment," Caribbean Communism, has repressed dissent, 

generated refugees and acted aggressively toward its neighbors, as 

have Marxist-Leninists states wherever they appear. Few who are 

aware of the Cuban experience would wish it on Central America. 

Drafted:HA:MLutz~~ 
6/27/83:23660 -

Clearances: 

HA - CHFairbanks 
HA/PP - RSStevene,. 
HA/HR - TTull •.> 
HA/HR - RSnyder 

ARA/C 
ARA/C 

- APerkins 
- RLecocq 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 21, 1983 

i·1EI•lORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: Jonathan Vipond 

FROM : Morton C. Blackwell 

SUBJECT: The PLO in Central America 

Enclosed are the materials we received from Jackie 
Tillman and Walt Raymond. Jackie Tillman prepared the 

· "talking points" especially for you. In addition, she 
sent over the back-up materials relative to Cuba, Nicaragua, 
and El Salvador. She also included an article by Shoshana 
Bryen which appeared in Newsletter published by the Jewish 
Institute for National Security Affairs. 

Also attached is the paper prepared by Walt Raymond 
as a draft White House Digest paper. I have sent 1dal t' s 
paper off to Richard Vigalante, with other materials, and 
the request that he put together a useful paper combining 
the best elements into an appropriate White House Digest 
paper. 

MCB: jet 

Attachments a/s 



TALKING POINTS 

THE PLO IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

THE PLO HAS BEEN ACTIVELY INVOLVED WITH LATIN Af1ERICAN 

TERRORIST GROUPS FOR AT LEAST A DECADE, IF NOT LONGER. 

IN THE EARLY '70s, THE SANDINISTAS, NOW IN POWER IN 

NICARAGUA, PARTICIPATED IN TERRORIST ACTIVITIES WITH 

THE PLO AND "THE BLACK SEPTEMBER" MOVEMENT. THEY RECEIVED 

'I'RAINING FROM THE PLO AS WELL. THEY HAVE SAID SO PUBLICLY. 

IN 1978, THE YEAR BEFORE THE SANDINISTAS CA.ME . TO POWER 

IN NICARAGUA, THEY SIGNED TWO COM!-1UNIQUES -- ONE WITH 

THE PLO, THE OTHER WITH THE DEMOCRATIC FRONT FOR THE 

LIBERATION OF PALESTINE (DFLP) -- ANNOUNCING THEIR 

SOLIDARITY AND ATTACKING ISRAEL, ANASTASIO SOMOZA, 

THE DICTATOR OF NICARAGUA, AND YANKEE IMPERALISM. 

THE PLO SENT A PLANELOAD OF WEAPONS, DISGUISED AS 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES WHICH WAS INTERCEPTED IN TUNIS IN 

EARLY 1979 -- JUST LIKE THE LIBYAN PLANES RECENTLY 

INTERCEPTED IN BRAZIL. 

ARAFAT SAID PUBLICLY AT THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY CELEBRA­

TION OF THE REVOLUTION IN NICARAGUA, JULY 1980, THAT 

"ANYONE WHO THREATENS NICARAGUANS WILL HAVE TO FACE 

PALESTINIAN COMBATANTS." 



- 2 -

IN APRIL OF THIS YEAR, THE SANDINISTAS HOSTED THE LATIN 

AMERICAN PREPARATORY MEETING ON PALESTINE AND INTERNATIONAL 

LAW, HELD IN MANAGUA, TO OFFER SUPPORT FOR THE PLO. 

THE PLO HAS STRONG TIES TO THE GUERRILLAS FIGHTING THE 

DE.r-.10CRATIC GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR AS WELL. 

TWO MONTHS AFTER THE OCTOBER 1979 COUP WHICH OUSTED 

THE MILITARY REGINE IN EL SALVADOR LEADING TO THE 

CURRENTLY ELECTED GOVERNMENT THERE, A BOMB WAS EXPLODED 

IN THE ISRAELI EMBASSY. THE TERRORISTS ANNOUNCED THE 

ACT WAS TO SHOW "SOLIDARITY WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE." 

ARAFAT PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED HIS ASSISTANCE TO EL SALVADOR'S 

GUERRILLAS IN 1981 and 1982, WHEN HE SAID THAT PLO 

PILOTS WERE SERVING IN NICARAGUA AND PLO GUERRILLAS 

WERE IN EL SALVADOR. 

THE PLO HAS LONGSTANDING CONNECTIONS WITH OTHER LATIN 

AMERICAN TERRORIST GROUPS, SUCH AS ARGENTINA'S 

"MONTANEROS" AND URUGUAY'S "TUPA1'-1AROS." 

A GOOD RULE OF STRATEGY IS TO RESPECT THE CONNECTIONS 

AMONG DIVERSE THINGS. APPLYING THAT RULE TO THE PLO 

CONNECTION TO CENTRAL A..MERICAN TERRORISTS MAKES CLEAR 

THAT THIS CONNECTION IS OF GREAT STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE 

INTERNATIONALLY. 
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THE SOVIET SPONSORED "INTERNATIONAL TERRORIST FOREIGN 

LEGION, " SO DRA11ATICALLY EVIDENT IN CENTRAL AHERICA, 

HAS ENORMOUS IMPLICATIONS AND CONSEQUENCES FOR THE 

UNITED STATES AND HER WESTERN ALLIES . 



1966 -

1968 -

1969 -

1972 -

1973 -

1974 -

THE PLO IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

CUBA 

Tricontinental Meeting in Havana, Cuba of 
representatives of terrorists from three continents 
resulted in organization of Organization of the 
People's of Asia, Africa and Latin America (OSPAAL) 
and formulated ties. 

Cuban intelligence and military personnel assisting 
PLO on training missions in North Africa and Iraq. 

Cuban members of training camps went to Egypt 
where they conducted a joint raid into Israeli­
occupied Siani desert. 

Important meeting in Algeria. Castro met with PLO 
to discuss stepped up coordination of activities. 
PLO undertook to augment Cuban training of Latin 
American terrorists with specialized instruction 
in Lebanon, South Yemen and Libya. 

Castro broke relations with Israel at the Algiers 
Summit Conference of Non-Aligned States in September. 

Cuba training South Yemeni pilots to fly !1IGs as 
well. 

PLO opened its first Latin American office in 
Havana. Arafat received the Bay of Pigs award 
from Cuba. 

Since then, PLO has been actively involved in 
Latin American revolutionary struggles. (1978 
photo in Buenos Aires magazine, Gente with 12 
leading Montaneros (Argentine terrorists) includ­
ing Mario Fermenish.) 

NICARAGUA 

Nicaragua is center for PLO activities in Central America. 

Longstanding ties bet~een the PLO and Sandinistas. 

Between 1968-78, at least 70 Sandinistas trained with 
PLO in Middle East. 

Jorge Mandi: Sandinista spokesman, told a reporter for 
the Kuwaiti newspaper Al Watan, on June 7, 1979, six weeks 
before the Sandinistascame to ?OWer: 
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There is a longstanding blood unity 
between us and the Palestinian revolu­
tion. Many of the units belonging to 
the Sandinista movements were at Palestin­
ian revolutionary bases in Jordan. In 
the early 1970's, Nicaraguan and Palestin­
ian blood was spilled together in Amman and 
in other places during the Black September 
battles. 

A number of Sandinistas took part in the 
operation to divert four aircraft which 
the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) seized and landed at a 
desert airfield in Jordan. One of our 
comrades was also. wounded in another 
hijack operation in which Leila Khaled 
was involved. She was in command of the 
operation and our comrades helped her 
carry it out. 

It is natural therefore, that in our war 
against Somoza, we received Palestinian 
aid for our revolution in various forms. 

Aid/solidarity formalized in two publicly proclaimed 
joint communiques issued in 1978, over a year before the 
Sandinistas came to power: 

February 5, 1978, Sandinistas and PLO 
signed communique in Mexico City which affirmed the 
"ties of solidarity existing between the two 
revolutionary organizations" and attacked the 
"racist state ·of Israel." 

March 6, 1978, Sandinistas and the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), declared 
war against "Yankee imperialism, the racist regime of 
Israel and the dictatorship of Anastasion Somoza." 

PLO an important supplier of arms to the Sandinistas 
during their war against Somoza. 

Early 1979 interception of planeload of weapons 
in Tunis from the PLO to the Sandinistas. Like 
recent Libyan planes intercepted in Brazil, military 
cargo had been disguised as medical equipment. 

After Sandinistas came to power July 19, 1979, PLO 
maintained a discrete presence in Nicaragua. However, within 
two weeks of gaining power, junta member Sergio Ramerez' brother 
went on mission to Beruit to establish official contacts with PLO. 
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First anniversary of Sandinista revolution, July 19, 
1980, Sandinistas formally recognized the PLO and PLO 
opened an embassy in Managua, the Capital of Nicaragua. 

said: 
Arafat attended the celebration a few days later, and 

The simple fact of the Nicaraguan people's 
victory is the victory of the Palestinians. 
Anyone who threatens Nicaragua will have 
to face Palestinian combatants. 

Daniel Orgega concurred stating: "Relations between the 
PLO and the Sandinista Front are not new." A military coopera­
tion agreement was reportedly signed the next month. 

The PLO has assisted the Sandinistas to receive .help 
from other radical states. For examp.le, Borge went to 
Tripoli in May, 1981, praised Quadaffi, received promise of 
100 million six-month deposit which has since been renewed. 

Mutual solidarity exemplified by the April 12-15, 1983 
Managua Latin America preparatory meeting on "Palestine and 
International Law." 

Alejandro Bendana, deputy foreign policy 
director for multilateral affairs said that "the 
purpose of this meeting in Managua is to obtain 
support from international public opinion for the 
Palestinian people's struggle for liberty and 
self-determination." 

~-iarwan Tahbub, PLO Ambassador to Managua, 
said: "This meeting is aimed at obtaining 
governmental and nongovernmental support for 
the Palestinian cause. It will reflect world­
wide UN rejection of Israel's aggressive policy, 
with U.S. support, against our people." 

During the meeting, junta member Sergio Ramirez 
observed that the United States, by "trying to pro­
mote a conflict of greater proportions in Central 
America by introducing thousands of Somozist 
guardsmen into Nicaragua," is involved "in an e ffort 
to recreate the Middle East massacres of Sabra and 
Shatila in this area." 

We think there are currently about 50 PLO personnel in 
Nicaragua. Some are involved in training Sandinista military 
in the us~ of Eastern bloc weapons, some training pilots and 
flying helicopters, maintaining aircraft and training the 
communist guerrillas of El Salvador. 
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EL SALVADOR 

PLO relations with Salvadorean guerrillas are equally 
long-standing. Strongest link exists between PLO and the 
head of the Communist Party of El Salvador, Shafik Handal, 
whose parents immigrated to El Salvador from Palestine in 
the 1920's. 

December 1979, two months after the coup which ousted 
Romero in El Salvador, a bomb was exploded in the Israeli 
Embassy in El Salvador. Terrorists announced the act was 
to show "solidarity with the Palestinian people." 

At the first anniversary of the Sandinista revolution, 
July, 1980, United Revolutionary Directorate (DRU) leaders 
met with Arafat in Managua and received promises of arms and 
aircraft. 

The next month, in August, Salvadorean guerrillas met 
with Fatah leaders in Beruit, and again in November 1980. 

February, 1981: Salvador's guerrillas receive training 
and money from the PLO and Iraq. 

March 1981: Handal travels to Beruit and meets with 
Arafat and Hawatmak of the Democratic Front for the Libera­
tion of Palestine (DFLP) to receive arms. 

Arafat publicly acknowledges the role of the PLO in 
the conflict in El Salvador: 

April 14, 1981: "It was disgraceful of 
Reagan to call us terrorists. We are a great 
revolution that can never be intimidated. We 
have connections with all revolutionary move­
ments throughout the world, in El Salvador, in 
Nicaragua and I reiterate El Salvador -- and 
elsewhere in the world." 

And again, in January 1982, during an address to the General 
Federation of Palestinian Writers and Journalists, PLO sources 
confirmed that relations between the PLO and the revolutionary 
movements in Latin America are more than a decade old, and 
included various forms of military support. Arafat said that 
PLO pilots were serving in Nicaragua; and that other PLO 
guerrillas were in El Salvador. 

Relationship continues: In March 1982, Salvadorean 
guerrilla leader Cayetano Carpio, before his death, held 
talks with PLO leaders in South Jordan. When Cayetano 
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Carpio's deputy, Anna Maria 11ontes , was assassinated in 
Managua, Nicaragua in April 1983, Cayetano Carpio was in 
the Middle East , in Libya . 

Captured documents from Beruit, Lebanon last summer 
indicate the presence of El Salvadorean guerrillas in PLO 
camps . 



THE PLO IN CENTRAL AMERICA -- TALKING POINTS 

THE PLO HAS BEEN ACTIVELY INVOLVED WITH LATIN AMERICAN TERRORIST 

GROUPS FOR AT LEAST A DECADE, IF NOT LONGER. 

:C,N THE EARLY 70s, THE SANDINISTAS, NOW rN ROWER IN NICARAGUA, 

PARTICIPATED IN TERRORIST ACTIVITIES WITH THE PLO AND THE BLACK 

SEPTEMBER MOVEMENT. THEY RECEIVED TRAINING FROM PLO AS WELL. 

THEY HAVE SAID SO PUBLICLY. 

_JAJ [91f; 
1 THE YEAR BEFORE THE SANDIN ISTAS CAME TO POWER IN NICARAGU~ 

THEY SIGNED TWO COMMUNIQUES~- ONE WITH THE PLO, THE OTHER 

WITH TH FOR THE LIBERAT ION OF PALESTINE) /-J 
-

ANNOUNCING THEIR SOLIDARITY AND ATTACKING ISRAEL, ANASTASIO 

SOMOZA, THE DICTATOR OF NICARAGUA, AND YANKEE IMPERIALISM. 

THE PLO SENT A PLANELOAD OF WEAPONS, DISGUISED AS MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
....) 

~ ST LIKE THE LIBYAN PLANES RECENTLY INTERCEPTED IN BRAZIL, ~ CH 

WAS INTERCEPTED IN TUNIS J.) 1=(\Q -v I q7 q _ - - ,}i 

ARAFAT SAID PUBLICLY AT THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF 

THE REVOLUTION IN NICARAGU~, JULY 19 80, THAT "ANYONE ·,:WHO 

THREATENS NICARAGUANS WILL HAVE TO FACE PALESTINIAN COMBATANTS." 

IN APRIL OF THIS YEAR, THE SANDINISTAS HOSTED THE LATIN AMERICAN 

PREPARATORY MEETING ON PALESTINE AND INTERNATIONAL LAW, .JtUIIN 

MANAGUA, TO OFFER SUPPORT FOR THE PLO. 

THE PLO HAS STRONG TIES TO THE GUERRILLAS FIGHTING THE DEMOCRATIC 

GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR AS WELL. 



PLO TALKING POINTS 
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TWO MONTHS AFTER THE OCTOBER 1979 COUP WHICH OUSTED THE 

MILITARY REG~ME IN EL SALVADOR LEADING TO THE CURRENTLY ELECTED 

GOVERNMENT THERE, A BOMB WAS EXPL0,ED IN THE ISRAELI EMBASSY. 

THE TERRORISTS ANNOUNCED THE ACT WAS TO SHOW " SOLIDARITY WITH 

THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE." 

ARAFAT PUBICLY ANNOUNCED HIS ASSISTANCE TO EL SALVADOR'S 

GUERRILLAS IN 1981 AND 1982, WHEN HE SAID THAT PI.iO PILOTS 

WERE SERVING IN NICARAGUA AND PLO GUERRILLAS WERE IN EL 

SALVADOR. 

THE PLO HAS LONGSTANDING CONNECTIONS WITH OTHER LATIN AMERICAN 

TERRROIST GROUPS, SUCH AS ARGENTINA'S MONTANEROS, URUGUAY'S 

TUPAMAROS. 

A GOOD RULE OF STRATEGY IS TO RESPECT THE CONNECTIONS AMONG 

DIVERSE THINGS. APPLYING THAT RULE TO THE PLO CONNECTION TO 

CENTRAL AMERICAN TERRORISTS MAKES CLEAR THAT THIS CONNECTION 

IS OF GREAT STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE INTERNATIONALLY • 

THE SOVIET SPONSORED "INTERNATIONAL TERRORIST FOREIGN LEGION," 

SO DRAMATICALLY EVIDENT IN CENTRAL AMERICA, HAS ENORMOUS 

IMPLICATIONS AND CONSEQUENCES FOR THE UN I TED STATES AND 

HER WESTERN ALLIES. 



PLO IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
CUBA 

· 1966 Tricontinental Meeting in Havana, Cuba of representatives 
of terrorists from three continents resulted in organization 
of OSPAAL, Organization of the People's of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America, formulated ties. 

By 1968, Cuban intelligence and military personnel assisting 
PLO on training missions in North Africa and Iraq 

1969, Cuban members of training camps went to Egypt where 
they conducted a joint raid into Israeli occupied Siani desert 

1972, important meeting in Algeria. Castro met with PLO to 
discuss stepped up· coordination of activities. PLO undertook 
to augment Cuban training of Latin America terrorists with 
specialized instruction in Lebanon, South Yemen & Libya. 

1973, Castro broke relations with Israel at the Algiers Summit 
Conference of Non-Aligned States in September 
(Cuba training S. Yemeni pilots to fly MIGs in 1973 as well) 

1974, the PLO opened its first Latin American· office in Havana. 
Arafat received the Bay of Pigs award from Cuba. 

Since then, PLO has been actively involved in Latin American 
revolutionary struggles. (EG: 1978 photo in Buenos Aires 
magazine, Gente with 12 leading Montaneros (Argentine terrorists) 
including Mario Fermenish). 

NICARAGUA 

Nicaragua is center for PLO activities in Central America. 

Longstanding ties between the PLO & Sandinistas. 

Between 1968-78, at least 70 Sandinistas trained with PLO in Middle 
East 

Jorge Mandi: Sandinista spokesman, told a reporter for the 
Kuwaiti newspaper, Al Watan, on June 7/79, 6 weeks before 
the Sandin.istas came to power: 

"There is a longstanding blood unity between us and the 
Palestinian revolution. Many o f the units belonging to the 
Sandinista movements were at Palestinian revolutionary bases 
in Jordan. In the early 1970s, Nicaraguan and Palestinian 
blood was spilled together in Amman and in other places during 
the Black September battles. 

A number of Sandinistas took part in the operation to divert 
four aircraft which the pFLP (Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine) seized and landed at . a desert airfield in Jordan. 
One of our comrades was also wounded in . another hijack operation 
in which Leila Khaled was involved. She was in command of the 
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operation and our comrades helped her carry it out. 

It is natural therefore, that in our war against Somoza, we 
received Plaestinian aid for our revolution in various forms." 

Aid/solidarity formalized in two publicly proclaimed joint communiques 
issued in 1978, over a year before the Sandinistas came to power: 

Feb 5, 1978, Sandinistas and PLO signed communique in Mexico 
City which affirmed the "ties of solidarity existing between 
the two revolutionary organizations" and attacked the 
"racist state of Israel." 

March 6, 1978, Sandinistas and the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), declared war against "Yankee 
imperialism, the racist regime of Israel and the dictatorship 
of Anastasion Somoza." 

PLO an important supplies of arms to the Sandinistas during their 
war against Somoza. 

Early 197' interception of planeload of weapons in Tunis 
from the PLO to the Sandinistas. Like recent Libyan planes 
intercepted in Brazil, military cargo had been disguised 
as medical equipment. 

After Sandinstas came to power July 19, 1979, PLO maintained a 
descreet presence in Nicaragua. However, within two weeks 
of gaining power, junta member Sergio Ramerez's brother 
went on mission to Beruit to establish official contacts with PLO. 

First anniversary of Sandinista revolution, July 19, 1980, Sandinistas 
formally recognized the PLO artd PLO openened an embassy in 
Managua, the capitol of Nicaragua. 

Arafat attended the celebration a few days later# and said: 
"The simpl~ fact of the Nicraguan's people's victory is the 
victory of the Palestinians. Anyone who threatens Nicaragua 
will have to face Palestinian combatants." Daniel Orgega 
concurred stating: "Relations between the PLO and the 
Sandinista Front are not new." A military cooperation 
agreement was reportedly signed the next month. 

The PLO has assisted the Sandinistas to receive help from other 
radical states. EG: Borge went to Tripoli in May 81, praised 
Quadaffi, received promise of 100 million 6 month deposit which 
has since been renewed. 
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Mutual solidarity exemplieied by the 12-15 April, 1983 Managua Latin 
America preparatory meeting on Palestine & International Law. 

Alejandro Bendana, deputy foreign policy director for multi­
lateral affairs said that "the purpose of this meeting in 
Managua is to obtain support from international public opinion 
for the Palestinian people's struggle for liberty and self­
determination." 

Marwan Tahbub, PLO Ambassador to Managua, said: "This meeting 
is aimed at obtaining governmental and nongovernmental support 
for the Palestinian cause. It will reflect worldwide UN 
rejection of Israel's aggressive policy, with US support, 
against our people." 

During the meeting, junta member Sergio Ramirez observed that 
the US, by "trying to promote a conflict of greater proportions 
in Central America by introducing thousands of Somozist 
guardsmen into Nicaragua," is involved "in an effort to recreate 
the Middle East massacres of Sabra and Shatila in this area." 

We think there are currently about 50 PLO personnel in Nicaragua. 
Some are involved in training Sandinista military in the 
use of Eastern bloc weapons, some training pilots and flying 
helicopters, maintaing aircraft and training the communist 
guerrillas of El Salvador. 

EL SALVADOR 

PLO relations with Salvadorean guerrillas are equally long-standing. 
Strongest link exists between PLO and the head of the Communist 
Party of El Salvador, Shafik Handal, whose parents immigrated 
to El Salvador from Palestine in the 1920s. 

December 1979, two months after the coup which ousted Romero in 
El Salvador, a bomb was exploded in the Israeli Embassy 
in El Salvador. Terrorists announced the act was to show 
"solidarit_y with the Palestinian people." 

At the 1st anniversary of the Sandinista revolution, July 1980, 
DRU (United Revolutionary Directorate) leaders met with 
Arafat in Ma nagu a a n d received promi ses of arms a nd aircraft. 

The next month, in August, Salvadorean guerrillas met with 
Fatah leaders in Beruit, and again in November 1980. 

February 1981, Salvador's guerrillas receive training and money 
from PLO and %rag. 

March 1981, Handal travels to Beruit and meets with Arafat and 
Hawatmak of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) to receive arms. 

Arafat publicly acknowledges the role of the PLO in the conflict 
in l<'l C::::ilu:::irlnr• 
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April 14, 1981: "It was disgraceful of Reagan to call us 
terrorists. We are a great revolution that can never be 
intimidated. We have connections with all revolutionary move­
ments throughout the world, in El Salvador, in Nicaragua -
and I reiterate Salvador --- and elsewhere in the world." 

and again in January 1982, during an address to the General 
Federation of Palestinian Writers and Journalists, PLO sources 
confirmed that relations between the PLO and the revolutionary 
movements in Latin America are more than a decade old, and 
included various forms of military support. Arafat said that 
PLO pilots were serving in Nicaragua, and that other PLO 
guerrillas were in El Salvador. 

S~lvadorean guerrilla leader 
Relationship continues. In March 1982 /tayetano Carpio, before his 

death, held talks with PLO leaders in South Jordan. When 
Cayetano Carpio's deputy, Anna Maria Montes, was assasinated 
in Managua, Nica~ ut ~,~ April 1983, Cayetano Carpio was in 
the Middle EastrL~ 

Captured documents from Beruit, Lebanon last summer indicate the 
presence of El £alvadorean guerrillas in PLO camps. 
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The PLO In Central America 
Shoshana Bryen 

The Reagan Administration and the 
, II political spectrum of the Congress 
ave agreed that the future of democ­
Jcy in Central America is of press ing 
oncern to this country, although often, 
:1e methods our political leaders would 
hoose to enhance American security 
iffer. In determining policy options, 
ome documentation of Cuban involve­
ne111 in Nicaragua, and Cuban and Nic­
.raguan involvement in El Salvador, 
1as been presented . Soviet fostering of 
·hird World revolutions of the left has 
ong been axiomatic. 

l n many cases, security considera­
ions have prevented the American gov­
:rnmenl from revealing the depth of 
hese connec1ions and the relationship 
1e1ween these countries and the PLO. 
fhe PLO has been involved in arming, 
,iding, and training Marxist- Leninist 

· ~uerrillas in Central and Soulh America 
:or well over a decade . By combing a 
.v ide variety of available sources, in­
:l uding go\'enmenl documents, JINSA 
has been able to put l0ge1her a broad 
pic ture of this involvement. (A full list 
of sources is available from 1he J INSA 
o ffice.) The implica1ions for American 
policy in Central America and the Mid­
dle Eas1 should be self-evident. 

Cuba 
& Isrul: Castro's Cuba had relations 
with Israel from 1960 to 1973. In the 
early days, Israeli specialists worked in 

MEXICO 

Cuba on agricultural and technical pro­
jecls, and in I 963, Cas1ro declared three 
days of mourning upon !he death of 
lsrae)'.s President Yitzhak !kn Zvi. 
When Algerian Presidenl Ahmed Ben 
Bella said , "Whoever respects a dead 
Israeli 1ha1 way has no right to come to 
an Arab land," Castro ca ncelled a plan­
ned visil there. Th ings cooled con­
siderably af1er the Six Day War, 
however Castro refused to break rela­
tions, saying thal "the destruc1ion of 
Isrncl was nol par! of the socialist pro­
gram, as socialism was understood in 
Cuba." According ro the Jerusa lem 
Post, as la1e as 1970, Israel 's Minister in 
Havana, Gabriel Doron, was rold thal 
Cuba would not break diplomatic rela­
lions wilh any cou ntry that had nor 
harmed it. 

In September 1973, al the Algiers 
Summit Conference of Non-Aligned 
Stales, Cuba announced ii was breaking 
relations with Israel. Cuba was heavily 
indebted to the Soviet Union from the 
time of its revolution, but in lare-1972, 
Caslro incurred a major new debt under 
exceedingly favorable terms. According 
10 some reports, the real payoff for the 
Sovie! Union was 10 have Cuha act as a 
major proxy. Breaking relations with 
Israel was a necessary creden1ial for 
leadership in !he Third World. 

& lhe PLO: The beginning of Cuba's 
changed s1ance actually came earlier, in 
1966. The PLO IOOk pan in the First 
Conference of the Organiza1ion of 

HONDURAS 

Solidarity of the Peoples of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America (OSPAAL) . Caslro 
and the PLO had ideological d isagree­
ments, bul by 1968, Cuban intelligence 
and military personnel were assisting the 
PLO in Nonh Africa and Iraq . In 1969, 
Cuban officers were in join! training 
with PLO officers in the USSR, and in 
June of 1ha1 year, Cuban members of 
!he !raini ng class went to Egypt where 
they conduc1ed a join! raid inlo !he 
Sina; desert, as reported by Le Monde in 
Pa • is. 

Castro met wi1h PLO leaders in 
Algeria in May I 972, to discu ss slepped­
up coordina1ion of activi1ies. As a 
result , the PLO undenook 10 augment 
Cuban tra ining of Latin American guer­
rillas with specialized ins1ruc1ion in 
Lebanon, South Yemen and Libya. The 
PLO opened it s firs! Latin American of­
fice in Cuba o:i I 8 Dc~cmber 1974. 
Al the UN (1%7-76): A short lis1 suf­
ficies here 10 show the change in Cuban 
policy: 

1967: Cuba's Ambassador tO the UN 
said he wa~ "~hocked" by the " lack of 
revolu1ionary principles" as seen in 
Arab propaganda. "True revolu­
tionaries never 1hrea1en a whole country 
with ex1inc1ion . We have spok~n our 
clearly again sl Israel's policy, but we do 
not den)( her right to exist." 
1974 : Cuba was the unofficial sponsor 
of the PLO al the UN. When Vasser 
Arafa1 came 10 !he UN, Cuban 

(Continued on page 4) 

NICARAGUA 

I, I 



P• 
I 
facil 

!CS I 
! as 
,met 

1me1 

., wl 

lrea 

> m 

as 

Jn. 
, ay 

,g 

Ara 
n a, 
Mir 

: r : 
; th 

.g i 
nen 
Ira 

eini 

. e le 

d t 

ty i 
pot 

;tat, 

· Ge 
rati 

tint 
1SUI 

:gic 
helt 

ry 

.ish 
,ry 

trie 

; a 
rnn 

. )f ti 

co 
:;ul 

S 0 

:ssi 
w 

1st 
th, 

fai 

C Jr 
irol 

tin 

age 

>f. 
IC 

;ot 

ue 

acl 
ls c 
ro 
cf! 
e. 

Junt· 1983 

Central America 
(Continued from page I) 

diplomats showed him around, and 

when Arafat could not remain in New 

York, he new to Havana, where he was 

warmly welcomed. 

1975: After the Cuban Ambassador en­

d o rsed the program of the PLO, Cuba 

was one of only three non-Arab spon­

sors of the "Zio nism is Racism" 

General A ssembly resolution. 

1976: The Ambassador condemned the 

Entebbe rescue as a "nagrant 

violation" of the UN Chan er "consist­

ent with the traditional aggressive and 

racist policy of the G o vernment of 
Israel." 

Post Lebanon: Dear Comrade Arafat, 

"Once more the P alestinian people 

have demonstra1ed their integrity a nd 

valor. The P alestinia n combatants s up­

ported by the Lebanese patriots were 

besieged by a technologically a nd 

numerically superior enemy endowed 

with the most sophistica1ed war­

ma1eriel, an enemy armed and advised 

by the United Slates of America and ac­

customed to explosively unleashing the 
blitzkreig. 

"The blood 1hat has been sp illed in 

Lebanon must no"' be added to the 

record of the present US Administra­

tion , which supported the Zionists while 
making huge political efforts to achieve 

negotiated solutions favorable to the Tel 

Aviv regime, can undoubtedly be view­

ed as the inspirer of this genocide, which 

it knew about well in advance and to 

which it gave its full support and con­
sent. 

"The Paltstinian combatants are 
fighting in the same trench as the Cen­

tral American peoples, " 'ho are today 
lhrut,nrd by th,- dirrct infer\'l•nt;on of 

US troops. 

"We know that our resistance will 

make it more difficult to implement im­

perialist policy and through it we will 

contribute to the st ruggle and res is tance 

of other people." 

Fidel Castro 

6 September 1982 

According to Radio Monte Carlo, 

Arafat has scheduled a trip to Cuba for 
early June. 

& Syria: Not only do the Arabs, primar­

ily the PLO, come to Cuba, but the 

Cubans go to the Middle East as well. 

According to the "Foreign Report" of 

the London Economist, from 1973-75, 

there were over 2,500 Cubans in Syria, 

attached primarily to armor units, 

operating 250-300 tanks, and servicing 

the more than 2,000 tanks of the Syrian 
forces. During the 1974 Syrian-Israeli 
War of Attrition, the Cubans suffered 

180 dead and 250 wounded, while kill­

ing 68 Israelis. Most Cuban forces were 

withdrawn in March 1975, although ap­

prox ima tel y 200 Cuban "ad,•isors" 

mained at least until the -----------
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1970s . 

In 1978, following the Soviet-Syrian 

Friendship and Cooperation Treaty, it 

was reported that the Soviets had 

established pre-positioned tank and ar­

mor units in La takia and Damascus. 

Furthermore, there were reports of a 

Soviet promise to airlift Cuban troops 

to man those weapons in a crisis . 

The Boston Globe reported in May 

I 978, that Cuhan instructors and 
soldiers had arrived in Lebanon from 

Ethi,,pia to join PLO forces near Tyre . 

l'iiciua~ua 
& lsratl: The Somoza government of 

Nicaragua was a supporter of Israel 
even prior to I ndependcnce . The Jewish 
Agency had money to finnm:c tirr• --• 11-

chases fo r Israel , but the m>t·>·••· •· 
,t~tr rnul-1 nPt l,,.,, llv ru rch :"r ,,,., ;·· 

ment of Nicaragua authorized approx­

imately S3 million in purchases (a large 

sum at that time) by its agents in 

Europe. Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kol­

kck wrote : 

Somoza (father of Anastasio 
Somoza) ... had to sign the fellers. It was 
a perfectly honorable deal, perfectly 
proper. They cou/dn ·, imagine anyone 
doing otherwise, but they cooperated 
because of their strong basic sympathy 
to our cause. Our agreement included 
the understanding that Nicaragua would 
vote for Israel in the UN whenever the 
occasion arose, a point ro which they 
pledged themse/l'es out of genuine con­
viction (and indeed, Nicaragua has re­
mained a trne fried of Israel 01·cr the 
years). 

For Jerusalem: A Life 

Nicaragua voted again st the 1975 

"Zionism is Racism" resol ution at the 

UN. 

& the PLO: Following decades of sup­

port for Israel by the Nicaraguan 

government, the Sandinistas turned to 

the PLO for support in !heir revolt. This 

inclination was strengt hened by Cuban 

involvement with both the Sandinisias 

an d the PLO . 

Prior to the overthrow of Somo1.a in 

1979, the Cubans provided training, 

weapons, money and sanctuary for the 

Sandinistas. Rad io Havana openly sup­

ported the Sandinista Front for the 

Liberation of Nicaragua (FSLN). 

The first direct cooperation between 

the PLO and the FSLN appears to have 
occurred in 1969. According to Bruce 
McColm of Freedom House in New 
York, a s a result of a meeting in Mexico 

City between Beni to Escobar of the San­

danistas and three PLO officials, 52 

Sandinistas were sent to Tyre for train­

ing. Sandin:stas trained in PLO ca mps 

in Algeria as well. 

The travels of Pedro Arau z Palacios 

of the FSLN helped to cement the 

Sandinista / Cuba/ PLO triangle . Arauz 

hijacked a Nicaraguan airliner in 

November 1969 and received sanctuary 

in Cuba . According to testimony by 

other captured FSLN members, Arauz 

received guerrilla training in Cuba dur­

ing 1970 and then travelled to the Mid­

dle East for PLO training in an Al­

Fatah camp. Arauz was killed 'in 

Nicaragua in 1977 . 

In 1970, Sandinistas fought wi th th, 

PLO agaimt King Hu ssei n of Jordan 

and joined a PFLP attempt to hijack a:, 

El Al airliner en route from Tel Aviv to 

London. Both facts were disclosed b) 

Sandinista lea ders only after their sue. 

cessful revo lution. 

Thomas Borge, first Interior Minister 

of Sandinist Nicaragua, has a lo ng 

Cuban-Palestinian hi story . Arrested by 

the Nicaraguan government, Borge con­

firmed Al-Falah training for himself 

and others. Released from prison by 

Nicaraguan authorities on 24 August 

1970 (in response to a FSLN attack on 
the National Palace) he surfaced in 

Cuba via Pa na ma on 25 September, 

where he recei ved a hero's welcome . He 

spent much of the early 1970s in the 

Middle East as an emissary of Castro, 

and was often ~een in Damascus and 

Beirut. He used Libyan money and PLO 

a ssist ance to ge1 arms fr om North Korea 

and Vietnam, and channeled them back 

to Central America (see below). 

In 1978, rhere was public confirma­

tion of the FSLN-Pales:inian connec­

tion . On 5 Fehruary, Benito Escobar 

and lssam Sli of rhe DFLP issued a joint 

commun ique in Mexico City. It em­

phasized the ''bonds of solida rity which 

ex ist between 1 .... 0 revolutionary organi­

za tions" and condem ned US support 

for Israel and Nicaragua . 

& the Revolution: Cuba, Venezuela and 
Panama were the principal suppliers of 

the Sandinista revolution until the final 
weeks. However, accord ing to US News 
and World Report, just before the last 

offensive aga inst the Somoza govern­
ment, large shipments arrived from 

Libya and Algeria. According to at least 

one source, Thomas Borge arranged a 

shipment of guns from North Korea, 

se n! to Nicaragua on a Lebanese­

registered vessel owned and operated by 

the PLO. 

The revolution ended wi th a Sa ndinist 

victory in 1979, after which they signed 

a "government -to-government" agree­

ment with the PLO . A PLO embassy 

opened in Managua, headed by Ahmed 

Suleiman and having a staff of approx­

imately seventy. Muammar Khadaffi 

quickly donaled $100 mill ion to the new 
government (follo wing a half-billion 

dollars he channelled to the Sandinistas 

through a Panamanian bank account 

mancla Thomu~ Dor)!l', af11·r both m1·11 pri11101111n·d 

rirn,,· ,,r rl ,,· " :111d11 ni,1:r -.; ,tlin ,. ,1 I iht ra ti on f'r ,rn t in \ 1:J"'."'11" on :: .lt:l.1 
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Yasser Arafat with Cuban Premier Fidel Castro 
Harnna. (Photo UPI) 

during the revolution) . The PLO made a 
loan to Nicaragua in the amount of 
nearly $12 million (6 million British 
Pounds) in 1982, according to the 2 
December l 981 (London) Daily 
Telegraph, and reported by the Hon. 

Larry McDonald of Georgia in the Con­
gressional Record of 17 January 1982. 

1980: On tr.c first annivcrs:iry of the 
revolution, Yasscr Arafat received a 
royal welcome in Managua. Thomas 
Borge told h im, "We say 10 our brother 
Arafat that Nicaragua i, hi , land and 
that the PLO cause is the cause of the 
Sandinistas.'' Arafat replied, "The 
links between us arc not new; your com­

rades did not come to our country just 
to train. but also to fight. (Ed. Note : 
Reference to l 970 upri si ng in Jordan.) 
Your enemies are our enemies." 

In an Editorial entitled "Nicaragua: 
One Year of Revolution." the PLO in­
formation bulletin Pales1ine wrote: 

There is no doub1 1ha1 !here is a com­
mon line be/ween Nicaragua, Iran and 
Pales/inc. A ,·ommon fro111 agairrsl 1hr 

commorr enemy, !he enemy of !he peo­
ple, the enemy of freedom and libera­
lion. As once nobody could imagine 
!hat Chairman Ara/al would wsil Iran 
after !he success of the revolution in 
February 1979, Chairman Arafa1's visil 
to Nicaragua was also unexpec1ed. /1 
was simultaneously a shock and a blo..,.· 
to US imperialism and hegemony in 

e.n-tial America: 

The anli- Yankee front is getting bigger 
in Central America, and Cuba is no 

., more alone and iwlated. ThP s10rms of 
revolution are s1epping over from Nic­
aragua to Salvador, K·hich is no..,.· on the 
verge of being liberaled. Other counlries 
will follow the palh of rel'Olu1ion 10 

,. overthrow the Yankee hegemony 01•er 
the peoples of Latin America. 
The Palrstinian Rnolution und~rshinds 

~ the international dimen,ions or it, 

struRgle and its international ta.,k or 
supportinR, wllhin iL\ capabilities, intrr­
national liberation movemrnts. The 
mart' peoples of !he world become free 
and independenl, 1he closa the Pa!t•s1i-
11ia11s art• lo 1•ictory. liuni.,111 ufllf lsruel 
are nothing but an of/<hc1t c({ US heKI'· 

lhl'y haw• ' " i,,. cf,ft'alt'd 

1982: Yasse r Arafat announced in 
January that the PLO had sent pilots to 
Nicaragua and guerrilla fighters to El 
Salvador. The US Depa nment of State 
confirmed the former. In May, 
Managua Radio announced a PLO gift 

10 the Sandinistas: a Boeing 707. A 
State Department document of May 
1983 said the p!a!lc never left Tanzania, 

owing to a lack of Nicaraguan reso urces 
10 transport it 10 Central America. The 
same document furth er reports that 
PLO technicians have tried , but failed, 
to make Nicaragua 's radar system func­
tional. 

During the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon, Managua Sistema Sandinista 
Television carried the fallowing report : 

The Execulive Committee of the Cenlral 
American and Carii)hean Anti­
lmperialisl Tribunal (TA CC), 1oday 
s/rongly condemned the Israeli al/acks 
on the Pu/esline refugees in Lebanon 
and !he uncondi1ional US supporl for 
Israel. In a communique, the TACC 
said the /Jrilish cu/oniu/ist atlack un 
Argenlina was still in progress when this 
grave a/tack against Lebanon began. In 
addilion, imperialism is again provok­
ing ,, ·,carugua by stalioning a warship 
off its coast. 
These violations of world peace, in 
which Britain and Israel are direc1/y in-
1·0/ved and which have US appru1·al and 
unconditional support , force us lo de­
nounc'e7hcse I rel' counlries as enemies 
of !he peoples that are UN members, the 
TACC communique said. 

/0 June /982 

198): The Nicaraguan government an­
nounced that the Latin American pre­
paratory meeting on Palestine and 
Int ernat ional Law (held 12- 15 April in 
Managua) v. as the first in a series of 
meetings 10 he held in Africa, Asia and 
Europe priM to an international con­
frrence scheduled fur ·Paris in August. 
The purpose of the mce tin~ . according 
to Akja ndrn Bendana, deputy fo, cign 

policy direl't0r for multilateral affairs in 
the Ni,.oraguan Foreign Ministry, is to 
"obtain support from international 
puhlic l>pinion for the l'alc <,linia n peo­

ple' s \I ru~glt- for lihnty a11d \rlf­
\.k l t'11nination." 

June 1983 

preparatory meeting on Pale 
Internatio nal Law ... complie, 
of the UN resolutions approve 
This meeting is aimed at 
governmental and nongov 
support for the Palestinian cau 
reflect worldwide UN reje 
Israel' s aggressive policy, with 

port, against our people." 
The government of France, 

ly concerned abou t the possibil 
rorism directed at French 

citizen s, has said it would pref~ 
meeting he held elsewhere. P 

delegates at the UN replied th 
cannot refuse to ho ld a mee1i 

sored by the United Natio 
preparations proceed. 

El S alvador 
& Cuba: Fidel Castro assumed 
role in the leftist opposition to t 

which ousted General Carlos H 
Romera in October 1979. By th 
that year, and early into I 
assisted in unifying the 
Salvadoran guerrilla movement 

According to State Departme1 
mation, as a pre-condition fo 
scale Cuban military aid, the 
leaders joined the Unified 
tionary Di rectorate (DRU), the 
executive commi11ee for politi 
military tr aining in May 1980. 

1980, they joined the Farabund 
Peoples' liberation Front (FML 
coordinating body for all 
organi1.ations. 

Members of the Communist I 
El Salvador (PCES), the N 
Resistance and the Popular Lib 
Forces signed a letter in Havana 
to th ank Castro for: 

The help of your parly comrac 
signing 011 agreemenl which est 
,·ery solid bases upon which w 

building coordination and unity 
or,.:a11iza1ions. 

In the summer of 1980, 
Handel, general secretary of the 
(and son of Palestinian cmigres) 

ed to Cuba, the Soviet Union, Vi 
East Germany, Czechoslovakia 
garia, Hungary and Ethio pia to 
arms. He received commitments 
these countries for 800 tons of 
equipment for the Salvadoran re 

Over 200 tons of weapons 
delivered for use in the gue 
January 1981 "general offe 
against the government. They a 

via Cuba and Nicaragua, and in 

Belgian, German and American 

Israeli Uzi submachine guns and 
assault rifles; American and Soviet 
grenades; Chinese grenade laun 
and US anti -tank weapons. The 
information was confirmed by the 
Department. 

& thr PLO: Bruce McColm of frc 
H ouse has long maintained th 
~.D. mQre tbao Cut.a, 1rthnrrai 
duit of arms to Salvadoran !(ucrrill 
l 981 he said, "It is the PLO, with 
cial aid from Khadaffi, that is help 
establish the anti-American net"' 
the area," and helieved that the 
Department had minim ized the 

connection to the rebels . Current 
culties between Arafat and Kh 
(Arafat said recently he would c, 

Khadaffi's tongue) may cause di 
tions in the supply line. 

1919-80: Even in the early days { 
junta, before the undeq11 
mo,ements in El Salvador united, 
were demonstrations of sympnth 
twc:-en the guerrillas and the PLO. 

On 13 Decem ber 1979, membr 
1 he People's Re volutionary 
bombed the brarli Embassy in 
<;~ h ,.lM " in su lid~ rit v \\ it l1 1! r l ' . 
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Jel Castro upon Arafat's arrival in 

1982: Yasser Arafat announced in 

January 1ha1 the PLO had sent pilots to 

Nicaragua and guerrilla fighters 10 El 

Salvador . The US Department of State 

confirmed the former. In May, 

Managua Radio announced a PLO gift 

to the Sandinistas: a Boeing 707. A 
State Department document of May 
198) said !r.e p!a!le never kf! Tanzania, 

owing to a lack of Nicaraguan resources 

10 transport it to Central America. The 

same document further reports that 

PLO technician~ have tried, but failed, 

to make Nicaragua's radar system func­

tional. 

During the Israeli invasion of 

Lebanon, Managua Sistema Sandinista 

Television carried the following report: 

The Execurive Commirree of rhe Cenrrol 
A mericon and Caribbean Anri­
imperiolisr Tribunal (TA CC}, rodoy 
strongly condemned rhe Israeli orracks 
on rhe Palestine refugees in Lebanon 
and rhe unconditional US support for 
Israel. In o communique, the TACC 

said the British coloniolisr a/lock on 
Argentina was still in progress ,,,hen this 
grove ortack ogoinsr Lebanon began. In 
odduion, imperialism is again provok­
ing J\'icbroguo by statiuning o ,,,arship 

off irs COOS/. 
These .-io/01ions of world peace, in 
-,,,-h,ch Brirain and Israel ore directly in -
1·0/ved and which ha.-e US approval and 

j..Jl( i:HJdU,t q9J .Hlpport. force us: IQ de­
nounce Tht!se three counrries os enemies 
of the peoples that ore UN members, Ihe 
TA CC communique said. 

JO June 1982 

1983: The Nicaraguan government an­

nounced 1ha1 the Latin American pre­

paratory meeting on Pakstine and 

lnterna1ional Law (held 12-15 April in 

Managua) was the first in a series of 

meetings 10 be held in Africa, Asia and 
Europe prior to an in terna tional con­

ference scheduled for ·Paris in August. 

The purpose of the mec1ing, according 

10 Alejandro Bendana, deputy foreign 

policy director for multilateral affairs in 

the Nicaraguan Foreign Ministry, is to 

"obtain support from intanational 

puhlic opinion fl>r 1hr Pak , tinia n peo­

ple's ~trui;glc for lib<"rt)' and ~elf-

June 1983 

preparatory meeting on l'ale,tine a nd 

Intern a ti o nal Law ... complies with one 

of the UN rcsolutiom approved in 1982. 

This meeting is aimed at obtaining 
governmental and nongovernmental 

support for the Palestinian cause. It will 

rcnect wor ldwide UN rejecti on of 

Israel's aggressive policy, with U S su p­

port, against 0ur people." 

The government of France, apparent­

ly concerned about the possibility ofter ­

rorism directed at French (Jewish) 

citi zens, has ~a id it "'ould prefer that the 

meeting be held else"' here. Pale,tinian 

delegates at the UN replied that France 

cannot refu,e to hold a meeting spon­

sored by the United Nations, and 

preparations pr0cccd. 

El Sshsdor 
& Cuba: Fidel Castro assumed a direct 

role in the leftist opposition to the jun ta 

which ,,us ted General Carlos Humberto 

Romera in Oc!ohcr 1979. By the end of 
that year, and early into 1980, he 

assisted in unifying the various 

Salvadoran gue rrilla movements. 

A ccordinit to State Department infor ­

mation, as a pre-condition for large­

sca le Cuban military aid, the guer rilla 

leaders joined the Unified Revolu ­
ti onary Directorate (DRU), the central 

oecutive committee for politica l and 

military training in May 1980. In late 

1980. they j oined the Farabundo Marti 

Peoples' Lih~ra1i0n front (Fl\·ILNJ , the 

coordinating body for all of the 

organi7.atiom. 

Members of the Communist Party of 

El Salvador (PCES). the National 

Resistance and the Popular Liberation 

Forces signed a letter in Havana in 1979 

to thank Castro for: 

The help of vour par1y C(lrn rades ... by 
signing an agrpement which es10blishes 
very solid bases upon which ,-·e begin 
building coordination and unity of our 

organizations. 
In the summer of I 980. Shafik 

Handel, general secretary of the PCES 

(and son of Palestinian emigres) travel­

ed to Cuba, the Soviet Union, Vietnam, 

East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Bul­
garia, Hungary and Ethiopia to obtain 
arms. He received commitments from 

these countries for 800 tons of military 
equipment for the Salvadoran .rebels. 

Over 200 tons of weapons were 

delivered for use in the guerrillas' 

January 1981 "general offensive" 

a~ainst the government. They arrived 

via Cuba and Nicaragua, and included 

Belgian, German and American rines; 

Israeli Uzi s ubmachine guns and Gali! 

assault rines; Amnican and Soviet hand 

grrnades; Chinese grenade launchers; 

and US anti-tank weapons. The ahove 

informatio n was confirmed hy the State 

Deranment. 

& tht PLO: Bruce McColm o f Freedom 

House has long maintained that the 

Pl 0, mnre thdn Cuba. is 1hr main wn­

du it of arms to Salvadoran guerrillas. In 

1981 hr \a1d, "It is the PLO. with finan ­

cial a id from 1-:haJaffi, that is helping to 

establish the ant i- American netv.or k in 
the area," and believed that the State 

Department had minimized the Arab 

connection 10 the rebels. Current diffi­

culties between Arafat and Khadaffi 

(Arafat said recenlly he w0uld cut 001 

Khadaffi's tongue) may cause disrup-

1i0ns in the rnpply line. 

1979-80: [, en in the early days of the 

junta, hcforc the underground 

movements in El Sah·ador united, there 
were de111ons1ra1 ion s of sympdthy be-

1,.., cen the fllCrrilla s and the PLO . 

On 13 l>c(emher I 979, 111t111bns of 

the l'cople' s Revolutionary Army 

·1, ,,mbcd the Is raeli hnbas. y in San 
<.: 1, i ~·H "i11 '- l ' l , .1 .ir i! \' with tht· Palr,ti 4 

ITALY·) "RED 
BRIGADES" 

G:=0 .(0:)\ 
AMAROS ELN ' 
MLN 

----- -~ 

Intelligence information has linked ti 

matic rela tion s with the PLO. 

A statement by the Bloc of Salva­

dorans in WashingiOn in Solidarity with 

the Popular Revolut ionary Bloc of El 

Salvador, declared: 

Our people, like the PRlestinians, are 

united in the stru11,gle to ochieve a just 

and eKaliluian world. WE CON­
FRONT THE SAME ENEMY Our 
couatry, like Palestine, is at war. 
Based on what we have exposed, we ask 
Ihis worl...shop 10 resolve: 

A condemnation of the Zionist stole 
of Israel because of its participation in 
maintaining the deplorable conditions 
under which the people of Polesiine, El 
Sall'ador and Southern Africa ore forc­
ed lo live ... 
Consequen1ly we take on 1/Je commit­
ment to support Ihe heroic struggle of 
the PalPslinian people os our people 
face the fascistoid aggression of irn­
perialiJm and ils fo i1hful puppets. 

21 September 1979 

By 23 June 1980, there were reports 

of PLO m ilitary assista nce to the 

Salvadoran guerrillas. On 22 July, the 

DRU represen tatives from E l Salvador 

me t w11h Yasser A fa rat in Managua, 

where the~ rece ived promises for arms 

and aircraft. Selected Salvadoran 
fighter, v. ere trained by the Pl O ,n the 

, 1 e a st an . ,~ar:fg\CT: .rr-onling 

to US S.- ws and World Report, PLO 

fiizhter s v.ere sent to El Salvador in 

Septemt>er. 

191! 1-81 : Relations bern een the guerril­

las and the PLO strengther.~d in 1981. 

Shafik Handel vi si ted Lebanon in 

March and met with Arafat, Nayif 

Hawatrneh (Secretary General of the 

Democra tic Front for the Liberation of 

P a lest ine) and members of George 

Haba~h's P opu lar Front for the Libera­
ti o n of P alesti ne . In put-lie stalemrnts, 

he strc"~d his Palestinian her itag~ and 
the honds between "liberation move­
ment s" of Latin America and the 

l'akstinians . Acco,dinf. 10 Ha ndel, 

mu ch of the 2000-rncmbcr Palest inian 

cc>111rn u 11i1y in Fl Salvador brhH1g to the 

undn~ ro und m ove ment 
,·~ 1 1 l ,· '\, l · : I 1 , I ;, , 



PLO with terrorist and guerrilla organi:ia tions around the world. 

n El Salvador. In February testimony 
on Capitol Hill, Acting Assistant 
Secretary of State for Inter-American 
Affairs John Bushnell stated: 

There ha5 been a massive influx of arms 
from Soviet und other communist 
sources. Radical Arab slates and the 
Palestine Liberation Organization and 
the terrorist Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine have furnished 
funds, arms and training. 

Also that month, Vice President 
George Bush told Israeli foreign Min­
ister Yitzhak Shamir that "the PLO is 

aiding leftist guerrillas in El Sal\'ador," 
reported by United Press International 
o n 21 February. 

A Salvadoran rebel leader known as 
Lt. Col Martial, visited Arafat in Beirut 
in March 1982, invited by Khalik al­
Wazir, top commander of the Palestin­
ian forces in Lebanon. Al-Wazir is bet­
ter known by his nom-de-guerre, Abu 

Jihad. Abu Jihad was reported kilied 

some months after he was to have left 
Beirut under the US-sponsored nacua-
tion agreement. However. repo rts of his 
death were premature, and he ha , , incc 

returned to Leba,,on as one of the chief 

PLO spokesmen . 

tarurists. We are a great rew,lution that 
can never be in;imidated. We have con­
neoions with all revolutionary 
mo vements throughout the world, in 
Salvador, in Nicaragua- and I reiterate 
Salvador-and elsewhere in the world. 

Lalin America 
When I spent a month in Venezuela, I 
was in .. ited by my cousin 10 see a film 
about the Palestinians which was being 
pre5enred at the university by one of !he 
lef1ist parties. The film was supposed to 
be followed by an open discussion on 
!he whole ropic. 
Once every one was seated in !he 
audirorium, a woman go! up and began 
101!.:ing abou/ the crisis in El Sal,•ador 
and !he impor/ance of displaying 'one's 
solidarily with rhe leflisl guerrillas. 
After about ten minutes, and wirhour 
saying one word abow rhe Middle Eas1, 
she ended her speech wi1h !he c,y "Viva 
El Sal,·ador," which was followed by 

tumulruous applause. Suddenly, as !he 
applause was dy ing down, she scream­
ed, "Viva Los Palrslinos. "alrn follow-
ed by 11111111/tuou, aJ1plause. 
Al lhiJ poinl, l 'anrssa Rcdgm1·,•·J film 
"The l'ales1inians" hegan . The only 
H·ay I can describe 1his f ilm iJ a., a "1ear 

'Ir was disgraceful of Reagan lo call us terrorists. We 
re a great revo ution ... We wve connections with all 
evolUlionary movements throughoUl the world, 111 

alvador, in Nicaragua ... "-Arafat 

In mid-1982, Arafat met with guer ­

rilla leader Cayetano Carpio, during 
Carpio's two-week long visit to Beirut. 
Carpio then visited Libya. which had 
also provided military training for El 
Sal"adoran and Sandinista guerrillas. 
He left there to attend the funeral of his 
second-in-command in Nica ragua, and 
shortly thereafter, wa s killed. 

The connection bct"-CCll the Pl O and 
Salvador an guerrillas is no"' deeply 
rooted and high-In el contacts arc fre­
quent. Arms und training ( C1111 in uc to be 
supplit"d to im urfrnt, ,rn ,: ' · ,f . .i J,;1s 
, •rid ,·P t\ ,· 1 :. 1,iq•q t t 11 ► " , ••• , 1 

jerJ..er," aiml'd exclu,in•I;· al e/i, ·i1inR a 
co111ple1e/y emo!ional respons<'. The 
01·ersimplif1ca11on of 1he film was ex-
1raord1nar; . The cro1<·d lo 1·ed ii. After 
the f ilm. e,·,·rr hnrly ll"Cnl s1raixh1 hn1111'. 
.-lpparcn1ly, no one felt a need 10 
di.,cu.,., any 1hin{:. 

f>crsvnal le/fer 
24 Scplember I Y81 

The PLO has u,ed propa f!:rnda and 
its O"- n brand of diplom ac y to pu1 sur its 
a i111 s o f diplomatic reco~ nitinn a nd fur­
theram:e ,)f rt·t<>lut w n m Latin 
An1t·ri ... ·a It is 1h11 a nc,, phc numcnon. 

I. 11 1;1 
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Washington, D.C. -based group), in 

1977 a member of Panama's Legislative 
Commiss ion signed a secret official 
document certifying that a Yugoslavian 
firm that bu ilt a dam in Panama "never 
had any tie , of any kind with Jewish or 
Zionist firm s nor persons, nor has it 
transactions in which there were any of 
those Zi o nist financial agencies ." The 

signatory, Carlos Perez Herrera, wrote 
an open letter to a Panamanian news­
paper saying that the document was 
necessary because Arab security con­
cerns prevented participation in con­
tracts by firm s with Zionis t participa­
tion. Two years later, Herrera's name 
appeared as Secretary General of the 
"Panamanian-Arab League of Solidari­
ty with the Palestinian People and the 
PLO." 

In September 1979, Panama's Presi­
dent met with Vasser Arafat in Havana 
and, accord ing to Mutatino, a Panama­

nian newspaper, pledged mutual sup­
port and planned for Arafat's visit to 
Panama. La t~r that month, leancts with 
Arafat's ph o to , express ing Panamanian 
solidar ity witla the PLO were dropped 
on Panama syn agogues by a light plane 

(only po,si b le with official sanction). 
The fo ll o wing month an "unofficial" 
PLO o ffi l r ope ned in P;111ama, and 
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there wer e ic[>,>r !S o f PLO uf fici~I , tr_~·---------'.,,.....-r.,,1 
ing to bribe raJio outlets and the p ress . 

Costa Ri ca: Sommcire, a French 
magazine, r,•µ uned on the allt?mpred 
kidnappmx of the French Ambu1·sador 
10 Cos/a R ica in 1980. The plo1 Jailed, 
bu! Snmm aire wrote: 

Based on reliable informalion, the 
Bra:ilian ambassador explained in a 
no re to his g01·ernmcn1. why his French 
cn!f,,axue had nearly been k idnupped 
for 1he sen m d time. fl was !he Pa/e.\'li­
nian.1 of 1he PLO who had 1m11hled !he 
/><'ace of Co,ra Rica . Rl'{Jf<'Senlalil't•s of 
A raj a 1, who for mo111h.1 had been in 
cnn1acr wi!h 1hr rrvolurionarr mo ve­
me111s in I i1 1in America, /wd en1rus1cd 
rhcir new fr i,,,;<fs wi1h a miss1un. 
Thi, mi"ion. undt·rtul«·n on h,·hulf of 
the l' ulr ,tiniun rt>,l\tunre, )Cl witho ut 
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Central America 
(Con1inued from page 5) 

bassador Dondenne in order to ex­
change him for four Paltstinian 
terrorisl5 currently held in France. 
One of 1hese 1erroris1s, Walid 
Husni El Had), a/lacked 1he Iraqi 
embassy in Paris in July 1978, 

causing a bloody shoo1-ou1 in 
which the French lnspec lor 
Capella was killed. 

Three others formed 1he commando 
group of Paleslin ian killers ordered ro 

· gun down f ormer Iranian Prime i\1in­
is/er Shahpur Bakhliar in July of !his 
year. Th ey failed in !heir undertaking, 
bur killed a woman on /he same landing 
as Bakh1iar, and a policeman charged 
wi1h his protec1ion. 
The French governmen/ was discree1/y 
informed of this scheme of the PLO, for 
what failed at San Jose, might be suc­
cessful elsewhere ... 

25 Sep/ember-I October 1980 

Terrorist International: In I 977, the 

"Foreign Report" of The Economist 
Newspaper Limited in London, publish­

ed a report on the coordination of Latin 
American revolutionary organizations. 

The Junta de Coordinacion Revolu­

cionaria (JCR) , set up in February I 974 

Israeli and A rgenrinian targels. The 
ideological base for !his kind of rac1ica/ 
alliance is readily comprehensible, no/ 
leas / because many of /he MonlonNos' 
key poli1ical leaders ... are ren,/u1iunary 
Peronisls who hctan !heir poli1ical 
careers in u//ra-na1ionalis1 and 1•iolen1/y 
an1i-serni1ic organiza1ions. 

l9July IY78 

And in 1979: 

The PLO is npec1ed 10 open an office 
in Brasilia in /h e near future. The 
Bra~ilian governmenl 's readiness 10 
granl approval is causing concern, nor 
merely among !he local Jewish com­
munily, bu/ among Brazil's :,ou1hern 
neighbors, since !he PLO has es1ablish­
ed close re/a/ions wilh 1he Larin 
American guerrilla movcmen1s !hat are 
represen1ed under !he umbrella of 1he 
(]CR). and in parricular, with Argen-
1ina's Monloneros. 
Like the Pa/es1inians, :he Montoneros 
have experienced considerable difficuily 
in sf aging effective slrikes on their home 
ground . . . and are now in search of "soft 
1arge1s" abroad. 
The Bra~i/ians' decision 10 allow the 
PLO to establish an office is 110 duub1 
motiva1ed by their need for imporred 
oil. But it is viewed, in Buenos A ires in 
partic11lar, as a dangcro11s precedent 
thal could augur an eX/ensiun of Pnles1i­
nian 1erroris1 opcra1ion:,-and 1erroris1 

In 1982, the Israel 

Forces pubfohed the fo llowing list 

of guerrilla organ izations main­

taining ties v.ith the PLO. The li st 

is based on documents captured by 
the !OF in Lct,ano n, coupled with 

other Israel i intelligence informa­
tion. 
The Turkish Popular libera tion 

Army 

The Eri1rean I ibera1ion Front 
The Japanese Red A rmy 
The Secret Army for the Libera­

tion of Armenia 

The Argentinian Mont o neros 
The Brazilian \'anguarda Popular 

Revolucion ar ia 
The Chilean MIR 
The Colombian Guerrilla Group 
Various movem ents in San 

Salvador 
The Uruguayan MLN, 

Tupamaros 
The Venezuelan Carlos Network 
The Italian Red Brigades 
The Spanish Dasque BENTA 

The Spani sh ET A 
The West G erman Baader­

Meinhof 
The West G erma n Red Army 

Faction 
The Iri sh Republi ca n Army 
The Guatam alan MR-13 

Sormia~re , du 25/, au ler/10/1980 

L'OLP voulait enlever notre 
Rica pour I' echanger 
lestiniens envoyes en 

amb.assadeur au Costa 
terroristes pa­
tuer Ba.khtiar 

contre 
France 

les 
pour 

Un con1plot 
aux 

d,Arafat echoue 
Cararbes 

10 coordinate movements in Chile, 
Argentina, Uruguay and Bolivia, had its 

main headquarters in Paris by 1977. 

"Foreign Reports" wrote: 

Palestinian and left-wing Arab repre­
sen101ives in Latin America have been 
working to draw the web toge1her. Key 
figures include So/ah Zawawi (also 

known as Abu-lmad and Aladin Ben 
Ahmed-the Falah represenlalive) and 
Taisser Shalabi from /he Popular Front 
for the Libera/ion of Palestine, b01h of 
whom have been based in Rio. 

23 March 1977 

The following year, "Foreign Reports" 
continued: 

recruitrnent--to lhc South American 
continen/. 

30 Afay 1979 

Conclusion 
Cuba and the PLO (backed by the 

Soviet Union, Nicaragua, Libya and 

others) stand at the cenrer of a web of 

guerrilla organizations determined to 
undermine or overthrow governments 
spanning Central and South America 
and operating in many other countries 

as well. More than a decade of cross­

fertilization between :he various leftist 

states and organizations has been doc­
umented above. By their own 
prono unccr1en 1s and by their acti,·i1ies 

Links bl'/wccn IhF Pa-lesl-i-niaR -guerr-i/Ja----t-he-~&s.il-e-.t-0--Ameri;.-an and- ot.J,,e,---

counter to A mcrican interests (as well a 

counter to the interest of large segment 
of the local populations). 

Exposing the external comrol exercis 
cd over many gut:rrilla organizations bi 

the Soviet Union and its woxies is bu 
one step in developing policies to pre 

ve nt their access ion to pew er, and hel 

10 ensure the development 

of democratic imti1utions. 

Additional Ir.formation has been 
coming to .11:-;sA as we go to 

pres~. We pl•n to publish Part II 

nexl month. 

groups and Larin American revolu1ion- democratic interests, and their opera- '-------------------

aries are 'ieing slrengthcned. 
Argen1ina's Afontoneros, a waning 
force in their own coun1ry ... have forged 
a tac1ica/ alliance wilh the Pall!stine 
Libera/ion Organizarion ... According to 
PLO broadcas1s, 1he Argen1inians had 
talked with Khalil al-Wazir, bc11er 
known as Abu Jihad, Fatah 's chief of 
rnililary operations, and with 
"specialized groups of the Pah-s1inian 
re1·oh11ion. ·• 
Mon1011ero leaders ha1·e visited Pl.O 
bases in Lebano11 in /he past and art• 
said to maintain close co11tacts wi1h 
Pales1i11ian reprt'ae11ta1ives in Paris and 
Nome. t.ulia this year, the !.,ra,•li 
paper Y!_-!!iot A ho1r1111ut carried a n•porl 
of u j oint n 1111 m1111i,; 11r f,u111 th .• A1011-

, I ! I fl r f ,t,f'(•\ , ,, f,' 

lions to this point have hccn widespread 

and welk,rganind. 
In concert, the depth and breadth of 

damage they can do 10 our friends and 

allies, and consequently to us, is enor­

mous. 
American experience with "popular 

revolution" and "peoples ' :irmies" in 

Iran. Libya, Nicaragua. L! h, opia, Viet­
nam, Cambodia, Afghanistan, South 
Yemen and other places, ,houlJ kad us 

10 acrcpl as authentic th eir proda im ed 
hostility 10 America n p, ,n,·ipk, and in­
s1i1u1ions. The lre:111ncn1 1hei1 ci11nns 

receive from these gmcrnmcnts stands 
in mar~cd contrnsl 10 their , ·,111111,·d 

claims of ·•Jibc,a1ion" ,ind 
" dc:1no,.:r;1.cy." and :\.l"\.· r,1,if\11 l<' r1..)\\ rr 

I• \' ' 'I • , 1 I •! ,. .. ' \ ~ 

Egypt rule 
(Continued from page 3) 

Sadat's regime, the government's 
treme repressive measures 
Egyptian society so that alternatives l 

policies (and 10 his presidency) wer 
seriously discussed in intellectual an 
oppo,i1ion tirclr,- hcigh1cnirig politici 
1a1ion in the ,ocicly as a whole 
Mubarak, by dccrea , ing the society ' 
divi si \'cne,s, h,1 s reduced the opposi 
lion·~ in , cn1ive In challenge the govern 
menl. 

\'cl, he st ill f a,·r, the p , oblt m of con 
solidatinfl h is k_;,.itimacy and powc 
base . li e ha , in ,·, cJs~d mili1arii:11ion o 
, 1,r " 1, ij ,. I cli 1r I l. :•· ,..,. , Ii /{· l ( 
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News Briefs 
US STUDYING ISIU ELI MIUTAHY 
DATA: A dclega1ion of American 
mili1ary personnel is in Israel studying 
the data gained from the IDF' , pafor ­
mance in the Lebane, e war . The Air 
Force and Army officers arrived after 
Israel and the US came to an agreement 
on the sharing of the war information. 

The high priorities for 1he Americans 
are how lsrad took out the Syrian 
missik si tes and how the Syrian Soviet ­
supplied equipn 1ent performed . 

ASSASSINATION PLOT AGAINST 
ARAFAT FAIL ED: According to the 
Voice of Lebanon, Yasser Arafat's 
security guards apprehended four arm­
ed Palestinians who were in Tunis last 
month to at 1cmpt to assassina te him . 
The men were from a rejectioni st 

• Palestinian fac1ion who worked 111 

cooperatio n with Arab intelligence ser -
. vi,: es 

~ '"' ....... ~~~•~•.u::r~...,-:· .--

1 • 

10 3000 miles. According to these of­
ficial s , 1hc Sovie1s have 351 operatio nal 
5S20s, 243 of whid1 are aimed at 
Western Eu,opc from the European 

pares of the USSR west of !he Ural 
Mountains; a nd 1he remaining I 08 are 
aimed al Chi na , Japan and South 
Korea . 

(RELATED) us TO sntENGTHEN 
ASIAN DEFENSES: The US has begun 
to ,trengthen its military strength in the 
Fa r East to cou nter the increasing Soviet 
b uildup of missiles in Central Asia . 
Plans reportedly incl ude increasing 
visi ts of nuclear-powered aircraft car­
riers 10 J apan and deployment ofshort­
range antiballistic missiles on B-52 
bombers stationed in Guam. 

SOMALIA ATTACKS US PLAN ES 
BY MISTAKE: Penta11on official s 
stated that Somali air defense un its in 

(202) 659-3800 
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The PLO In Central America 
Shoshana Bryen 

The Reagan Admini strat io n and the 

full politica l spectrum of the Congress 
have agreed that the future of democ­
racy in Cen t ral America is of pressing 
concern to this country, alth ough often , 
the methods our political leaders would 
choose to enhance American security 
differ . In determining policy options , 
some document a tion of Cuban involve­
ment in Nicaragua , and Cuban and Nic­
araguan involvement in El Salvador , 
has been presented . Soviet fostering of 
Third World revolutions of the left has 
long been axiomatic. 

In many cases, security considera­
tions have prevented the American gov­
ernment from revealing the depth of 
these connec tions and the relationship 
between these countries and the PLO . 
The PLO has been involved in arming, 

Cuba on agricultural and tech nical pro­
jects, and in 1963, Castro declared three 
days of mourning upo n the death of 
Is rae l' s President Yitzhak Ben Zvi. 
When Algerian President Ahmed Ben 
Bella said, "Whoe·.-er respect s a dead 

Israeli that way has no right to come to 
a n Arab land," Castro cancelled a plan ­
ned visi t the re . Things coo led co n­
side rab ly after the Six Day War, 
however Cas tro re fused to break rela­
tions, sayi ng that "the destru ction of 
Israel was not part of the socialist pro­
gram, as soc ialism was understood in 
Cuba .' ' Accordi11g to the Jerusa lem 
Post, as late as 1970, Israel's Minister in 
H avana, Gabriel Doron, was told tha t 

C uba would not break d iploma tic rel a­
tions with any country that had not 
harmed it . 

In September 1973, a t the Alg ie rs 

Solidarity of the Peoples of Asia, Africa 

and Lat in America (OSPAAL) . C1,tro I 
and the PLO had ideological d1 1atree­
ment s, but by 1968, Cuban intclli g~ n..:e 
and mil itary personnel were a,,i , ung the / 
PLO in No rth Africa and Iraq . In 1969, 
C uban officers were in joint 1rai n ing 

with PLO o fficers in the USSR, and in / 
June of th a t year, Cuba n member, of 
the train ing class went 10 Egypt where I 
they conducted a joint raid into the 
Si nai desert, as reported by Le Monde in 
Pa • is. 

Castro met with PLO leaders in 
Algeria in May 1972, to discuss stepped­
up coordination of activities . As a 
result , the PLO undertook 10 augment 
C uban training of Latin American guer­
rillas with specialiled inst ru ,tio n in 
Lebanon, South Yemen and Libya. The 
PLO opened ils fir st Latin American of-

I 
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THE PLO AND CENTRAL AMERICA 

"Palestinian combatants are fighting in the 
same trench as the Central American people." 

Fidel Castro, 6 September 1982 

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) has maintained 
contact with various revolutionary groups, mainly leftist in 
political orientation, for many years. Among other objectives, 
the PLO has sought thereby to reinforce its own revolutionary 
credentials, to strike at Western governments sympathetic to 
Israel, and to guarantee continued political and military support 
from radical states such as the USSR and Cuba by occasionally 
acting as their proxy. All three objectives have been served 
through PLO involvement with Central American revolutionaries, 
particularly the Sandinistas and the Salvadoran guerrilla groups. 

Nicaraaua 

PLO collaboration with the Sandinistas stemmed from 
Palestinian antipathy to the Nicaraguan government under the 
Somozas, which had been a firm ally of Israel. It was also a 
natural outgrowth of Cuban military training and intelligence 
support for the PLO which began shortly after the 1966 
Tricontinental Conference in Havana. Inasmuch as the Cubans were 
also assisting the Sandinistas it was only logical that these two 
beneficiaries would aid e ach other on occasion. 

The Sandinistas have admitted their association with the 
PLO. In early June 1979, six weeks before Somoza was overthrown, 
Sandinista spokesman Jorge Mandi described the association in 
these terms: 

"There is a longstanding blood unity between us and the 
Palestinian revolution. Many of the cadres belonging to the 
Sandinista movements were at Palestinian revolutionary bases 
in Jordan. In the early 1970s, Nicaraguan and Palestinian 
blood was spilled together in Amman and in other places 
during the Black September battles." 

"A nu~ber of Sandinistas took part in the operation to divert 
four aircraft which the PFLP (Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine) seized and landed at a .desert 
airfield in Jordan. One of our comrades was also wounded in 
another hijack operation in which Leila Khaled was 
involved. She was in command of the operation and our 
comrades helped her carry it out. It is natural, therefore, 
that in our war against Somoza, we received Palestinian aid 
for our revolution in various forms." 

1 



Various sources indicate that perhaps several dozen 
Sandinistas received PLO training during the 1970s, often in 
addition to Cuban training. A case in point was that of Pedro 
Arauz Palacios, who hijacked a Nicaraguan airliner in November 
1969 and received sanctuary in Cuba. Sandinistas later captured 
by Somoza's security forces testified that Arauz received 
guerrilla training in Cuba during 1970 and then travelled to the 
Middle East for training at a camp run by the largest PLO group, 
Fatah. Arauz later became a principal Sandinista leader and was 
killed in combat in 1977. The present Nicaraguan Interior 
Minister, Tomas Borge, apparently also received training from 
Fatah as well as the Cubans. 

In early 1978 the PLO, along with the Cubans and Soviets, 
began to sense that _the Sandinistas were nearing victory and 
accordingly became more bola in acknowledging mutual interests 
and mutual enemies. Thus, in March 1978 representatives of the 
Saridinistas met in Havana with counterparts from the most pro­
Soviet element of the PLO, the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), and signed a declaration 
denouncing "Yankee imperialism, the racist regime of Israel and 
the dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza." 

Later the PLO began to supply arms to the S a ndinistas. This 
became public knowledge in early 1979 when a PLO air shipment-­
disguised· as medical supplies like the cargo of the Libyan 
aircraft stopped in Brazil in April 1983--was intercepted by 
Tunisian authorities and never arrived in Nicaragua. 

Shortly after the Sandinistas took power in July 1979, 
official Sandinista contacts with the PLO were established 
through a mission to Beirut led by the brother of Junta member 
Sergio Ramirez. In mid-May 1980, repr~sentatives of the PLO 
mission to the United Nations and the Sandinistas signed a 
protocol on relations. This paved the way for Yasir Arafat's 
visit to Managua in July 1980 to celebrate the first anniversary 
of the Sandinista victory and to open a PLO "Embassy." Nicaragua 
is the only country in the world where the PLO mission is 
officially designated as an Embassy and the ranking PLO official 
is referred to as Ambassaaor--a testimony to the importance the 
Sandinistas attach to their PLO connections. 

In August 1980 a bilateral military cooperation agreement 
was reportedly signed, and since then the military dim e nsion to 
the relationship has become more evident. In addition to the 
Embassy staff, the PLO has maintained an average of about three 
dozen advisers in Nicaragua, although the number has fluctuated 
considerably from time to time. Their primary roles have been in 
the field of aviation: training Sandinista pilots; maintaining 
aircraft; attempting to make Nicaragua's Somoza-vintage radar 
system operational; and sometimes piloting the aircraft. A few 
PLO advisers have been active with Nicaragua's national airline 
and the PLO has even donated a Boeing 707 commercial aircraft. 
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El Salvador 

PLO contacts with Salvadoran guerrillas are of more recent 
vintage than those with the Sandinistas. Evidence of mutual 
sympathy emerged with the November 1979 kidnapping and subsequent 
murder of the South African Ambassador in El Salvador by the 
largest of the leftist guerrilla groups, the Popular Liberation 
Forces (FPL). Among the FPL's demands in the kidnapping was that 
El Salvador .break relations with Israel and officially recognize 
the PLO. Moreover, those responsible for planting a bomb at the 
Israeli Embassy in El Salvador in December 1979 announced that 
the act was to show "solidarity with the Palestinian people." 

Yasir Arafat and other PLO leaders have furnished some arms 
and training to the Salvadoran guerrillas largely as a result of 
Salvadoran Communist . Party leader Shafik Randal's mid-1980 trip 
abroad to seek aid for the guerrillas. Handal made a special 
visit to Beirut in March 1981 to meet Arafat and DFLP l e ader 
Nayif Hawatmah to seek additional aid. Such aid has been 
forthcoming, and evidently is not confined to the provision of 
materiel: in January 1982 Arafat himself publicly announced to a 
group of journalists in Beirut that not only were there PLO 
pilots in Nicaragua, but also PLO combatants in El Salvador. In 
March 1982, the late FPL leader and overall commander of the 
Salvadoran guerrillas, Salvador Cayetano Carpio, held talks with 
PLO leaders in Lebanon. 

PLO leaders may have found it easy to cooperate with 
Salvadoran revolutionaries for particular reasons--notably the 
Palestinian background of Shafik Handal--but they also understand 
the Salvadoran struggle in regional terms. This was made clear 
in an interview with a Salvadoran guerrilla leader published in 
the March 1981 bulletin of the second largest PLO group, the 
Marxist-led Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP). The interviewer stated the issue concisely for his 
Palestinian readers: 

"We have the brillant revolutionary example of Nicaragua. 
The struggle in El Salvador is very advanced; the same in 
Guatemala, and Honduras is developing quickly •••• Very soon 
Central America will be one revolutionary entity." 

And indeed the PLO apparently has extended at least political and 
in some cases material support to other revolutionaries in the 
r e gion, not only in Central America but elsewhere in Latin 
America and the Caribbean including, among uthers near our 
borders, Puerto Rican separatists. Nicaragua and El Salvador do 
not delimit the PLO's interests in aiding leftist groups in this 
hemisphere. 
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Upper left : Castro and Arafat affinn 

"one goal" according to 1978 issue of 

Information Bulletin. 
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Above: Another issue of the same 

journal, covering Arafat 1 s trip 

to Managua in July 1980, shows . 

Arafat and Daniel Ortega 

proclaiming that Nicaragua and 

Palestine follow "one strategy" . 

Lower left: Popular Front for 

the Liberation of Pal estine 

(PFLP) journal containing an 

inten1iew \\'i th a Salvadoran 

guerrilla l eader depicts a 

Palestinian fighter side by s1ae 

with a Salvadoran guerrilla. 




