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THE WHIT HOUSE

WASHINGTON
July 22, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WH]1 T[LESEY

THROUGH: Jonathan Vipond, III
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell
S 3 T: White Hc =2 Nin~eec+ I oer

Attached is our fifth White House Digest paper.

As per instructions from Darman, Richard Vigilante

ha:s ady circulated the paper to Walt Raymond for
the aning of the informal NSC clear nce process.
Thi 11d materially speed up the formal clearance.

The draft on which the paper was based was prepared

in Secretary Elliott Abrams Office ] received tc¢ 1l
learance from that Office. The or changes from the
or " yjinal draft are stylistic -- not substantive.

I have again put a discussion of Digest papers on
the Agenda for the Monday Working Group meeting. Richard
and I are working hard to get at least 10 days lead time
on the clearance process.

Richard is also working on the OP-ED pieces for
you, per your instructions.

MCB: jet

Attachments



THE WHITE + USE

WASHINGTON
July ==, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO RICHARD DARMAN
FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey
SUBC™TT: Fifth White Hous igest Paper

Attached is the fifth in our 2ries of White House
Digest papers for the Central America ( treach Group.

We would like to have it clea: for distribution
at next Wednesday's (July 27th) Out ch meeting. As
per your office's request this paper is already being
¢ cculated informally by Walter Raymond of NSC for
interagency clearance. He will respond promptly to you
formal tasking.

1 Attachment a/s



7/. /83

» 10 To: Walt Raymond

From: Richard Vigilante ééag///

Subject: Next paper

Hel e four copies of draft of Hur n Rights In Cuba for
you to begin infc 1ally seeking interagency clearance.

Formal tasking from Darman will come later.



HUMAN RIGHTS IN CUBA

For at least the past five years, Soviet supported Cuba has
been violating her neighbors' right to self determination by
attempting to ""spread the revolution'' throughout Central
America -- recruiting Communist 2bels and providing them arms,
advisors, and organization. Should the Cubans and their Soviet
allies succeed, the entire Carribbean basin could become an

nerican version of Eastern Europe.
Already, Cuban intervention has helped establish a new
Soviet client state in Nicaragua and is threatening the fledgling
c ﬂocracy of E1l Salvador. To fully understand what Cuban
aggression means to the people of the region it is important to
to look at the Castro government's appalling record on human

rights.

CLASSIC TOTALITARIANS

In over two decades that record has shown no sign of
improvement. Like other Communist countries, Cuba is a tightly

controlled, highly centralized, repressive state. The government

0}, >sition to the :e,'' and, of »urec¢ , the conse¢ _1er s E

such discrimination are much greater in a totalitarian state than
a free one.

What's worse, over the years Castro has jailed

thousands who opposed or were suspected of opposing or






While in prison, he was brutally beaten and at one point was
enied food for more than 40 days, loosing the use of his legs as

a result.

""MISSING''

American citizenship has been no protection. Several
dual-national Cuban Americans have ""disappeared'' while visiting
relatives in Cuba. Amnesty International reports that last year
29 prisoners were executed for political offenses. Recent sources
indicate t! t some prisoners who have been in jail for as lor as

22 years have just been given new long sentences.

As in the Soviet Union, in Cuba opposition political
parties, like all forms of dissent, are outlawed. There is no
freedom of the press or of speech. All print and electronic media

are owr 1 and censored by the Ministry of Culture.
""ARTISTIC'' STANDARDS

Artists have been jailed for not conforming with the
gove ment's artistic guidelines. In 1977, for i1 :ance,
journalist Amaro Gomez was arrested and sentenced to eight years

in prison for possessing his own unpublished and uncirculated

against the system, even in private, is severely repressed.''
Though literacy is growing in Cuba, less and less can be written

or read.

Those who practice religion are excluded from the






one million Cubans, more than 10 percent of tI island's

1t »itants, have fled their hor land. An estimated 200,000 more
he applied to emigrate, ven t »>ugh those who apply are usually
stripped of their jobs, their ration cards and their housing, and

t! Lr children are forbidden to attend school.
THE ""CUBAN EXPERIMENT''

All-in-all the great ' luban experir '' has developed
into nothing more original than a little Soviet Union bobbing in
the Carribbean. And that is prec: :1y what those who are trying
to spread revolution to other Central American countries have in
mind for the entire region. It is no wonder then that the people
of Nicaragua are rising up against their masters, nor that the
people of El1 Salvador, 80 percent of whom voted in recent

elections, are resisting the attempts of Communists terrorists to

destroy democracy in that country.



THE WHITE F . E

WASHINGTON
July 15, 1983

HEMORANDUM TO RICHARD G. DARMAN .
."’J"

I OM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey‘Q"

SUBJECT: White House Digest Paper

Attached is another paper in our series prepared
by our Outreach Working Group on Central America.

I would appreciate your getting it cleared so that
it cen be printed and distributed at our Outreach Working
Group Meeting on Centi 1l America which meets next Wednesday.

Thank you for your assistance.

1 Attachment a/s
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The Palestine Liberation Organization is an active
ally of Communist revolutionaries throughout Central America.
1e PLO 1pplied troops as well as materiel to the ¢ adinista
revolution in Nicaragqua, and is still supplying military aid
and advisors to the Communist Sandinista government. For
tt lr part, Sandinista revolutionaries were fighting beside

their PLO comrades in the Middle E~<+ as early as 1970,

ar Dbrutally anti-Semitic, have persecuted the Jews in

Nicaragua, and are dedicated to the destruction of Israel.
Right now, the PLO is giving the Salvadoran Communists

the sar sort of help. Since the late 1960s, the PLO has

been working with Fidel Castro and his network of Latin

! =21 :an revolutionaries and has developed ties to revolution-

ary organizations in at least nine Latin American countries.






PLO representatives attended, and Castro began efforts
to make the PLO a part of international revolutionary activities,
especially in Latin America.

By 1968, Cuban intelligence 1d milit ry personnel
were assisting the PLO in North Africa and Irag. By 1969,
Cuban officers were in joint training with PLO officers in
the U.S.S.R. 1In June 1969, Cubans from that training class
partici ited in a joint raid with the PLO in the Sinai
desert.2

In 1972, Castro met with PLO leaders in Algeria and the
two sides agreed to step up their joint activities. The
PLO undertook to augment Cuban training of Latin American
terrorists with specialized training in Lebanon, South Yemen,
and Libya. In 1973, Castro broke 1 lations with Israel.

Cuba had become one of Israel's most vicious enemie . 1
1974, the PLO opened its first Latin American office in
Havana.

Since being introduced to the region by Castro, the

PLO has developed ties with revolutionary groups in ne: ly

half the countries in the region.

(ILLUSTRATION OF ARAFAT FACE SHOWING RELATIONS TO TERROR ( DJUPS)

THE NICARAGUA CONNECTION

( 2r¢ Lon between the Sandinistas ¢ 3 the gc s

back at least to 1969, seven or eight years before most



























1 WHITE ¢

WASHINGTC
July 15, 1983

"7 "ORANDUM TO:

FATITH RYAN WHITTLESEY
THROUGH: Jonathan Vipond, II
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell,Zﬁ?f;,g;;ﬂﬂé
SUBJECT: White House Dige=et 1iper

Attached is our fourth White House Digest Paper.

The footnotes are attached, hov ver, as you are
aware, they are not complete. Otto Reich will be providing
the appropriate information to us by Monday morn: g.

You will note on your memo to Darman that I have

not mentioned when we will need
(our usual practice has been to
t : Wednesday meeting). It was
want to informally indicate the

the paper on Wednesday
give him the time of
my feeling that you might

vossibility of the Presic 1t

speaking to the group, but in case you did not want to do

so,
MCB: jet

1 Attachment a/s

I did not want to give a more definite time.



THE WHITE F 5E

WASHINGTON
July 15, 1983

IMEMORANDUM TO RICHARD G. DARXAN
FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey
S 3 IT: Whit Hou: Digest Paper

Attached is another paper in our series prepared
by our Outreach Working Group on Central  erica.

I would appreci te your getting it cleared so that
it cen be printed and distributed at our Outreach Working
Group Meeting on Central America which meets next Wednesday.

Thank you for your assistance.

1 Attachment a,










































THE WHITE DJUSE

WASHINGTON
July 6, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY
FROM: Richard Vigilante
SUB. CIT: Op-ed Piece {;.%/V/J///%.‘f—'

For what this is trying to do, I thought the simple,
personal style appealing and made only minimal changes.
Great for your hometown paper -- good for others.

I will do a version to which the Post might be more
receptive.

1 Attachment a/s



THE WHIT C 3SE

WASHINGTON
July 6, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY
FROM: Richard Vigilante
SUBJECT: Op-ed Piece

For what this is trying to do, I thought the simple,
personal style appealing and made only minimal changes.
Great for your hometown paper -- good for others.

I will do a version to which the Post might be more
receptive.

1 Attachment a/s



DRAFT OP-ED FOR FAITH YAN WHITTLESEY

I have long believed that analyz: g public opinion
is a complicated and subtle art, and that one should treat
sweeping generalizations about what that public "really”
thinks with care and circumnspection. Nevertheless, as a
result of my experience since coming to the White House in
March, I would like to offer a sweeping generalization of my
own. The Zmerican public, I am firmly 1 :suaded, 1is very
poorly informed about the policy its government is pursuing
in Central America.

This conclusion results from the contacts which my
of _.ce has had with scores of private groups about our Central
American policy. My job is to help explain the President’
policy to the American peonle -- a task which, on the face
of it, does not appear too difficult. Yet, time and again,

have discovered that people entertain the m st serious

misconceptions about what the United States is doing in
Central America.

Take the most freguent objection to U.S. policy: the

1 1
ing too heavily on a military sc th_l to the conflict in
El Salvador; it should recognize that the problems in that
country have deep rooted social causes, and adjust its

assistance programs accordingly. Whenever someone confronts



me with this particular insigl , I reply that three-quarters
of our assistance to El Salvador is, in fact, economic in
character, designed to help sc preci¢ ly those deep se:c i
social problems tha our critics keep pointing to. The almost

invariable response is revealing: "Oh, I didn't know that.”

Again, critics often say that the United States is "on
the wrong side of history" (whatever that oretentious phra:
means) in El Salvador. We should, it is argued, be on the

side of reform in that country. When I respond to such
criticisms by pointing out that the United States does indeed
support reform, including the st : »ortant reform -- nurturing

a fledgling democracy -- the usual reaction is one of in-

credulity: "Then why hasn't the President said that we

favor democratic change?" I'm asked over and over again.

In fact, President Reagan has repeatedly stressed this
country's commitment to democratic reform throughout Centre
America. In his address to a Joint Session of Congress on
April 27th, the President summarized the four goals which
we are pursuing in that region. "First," he said, "in response

to decades of inec ity and indifference, we will support

democracy, reform, and human freedom." The three other goals
cited }- the Pr i¢ wel
security assi ice, and "dialogue ar negotiat: -- both

among the countries of the region and within each country.”
The question of U.S. suppvort for negotiations in E1

Salvador is another topic that frequently comes up in






for r¢ »>ting democracy and development while resisting
guerrilla violence would emerge, and the policy debate would

be more productive.





