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4E M HOUS
WASHINGTON

August 18, 1983

IORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

THROUGH: Jonathan Vipond, III
I DM: Morton C. Blackwell
SUBJECT: White House A

I believe the attached are self-explanatory.

We need to get this new Digest over to Dick Darman
today so that we will have it ready for distribution on
Wednesday, August 24th.

MCB: jet

Enclosures




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 18, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: RICHARD DARMAN
0OM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey
SUBJECT: White House 21' aest #6

Attached is a memorandum from Mr. Kimmitt noting that
the White House Digest paper, "Nicaragtu n Repression of
Labor Unions"” has been coordinated with State, Defense,
and CIA and suggesting changes to the text.

All changes have been incorporated, and a "clean copy"
of the proposed Digest paper is attached.

We. propose to distrilk e this par - at our Wednesc 7,
August 24th meeting of the White House Outreach Working
Group on Central America, and would app: ziate your assistance
in that regard.
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MEMORANDUM Add—c

NATIONAL SECU ITY DJUNCIL

August 16, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR FAITH WHITTLESEY
FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT‘“QL/

SUBJECT: White House Digest I oer: Nicaraguan
Repression of Labor Unions

The subject I'" test i - has been coordinated with
State, Defense<, and CIA. Suggested cl nges are reflected
in the attached text.

Attachment

Nicaraguan Repression
of Labor Unions































NICARAGUAN REPRESSION OF LABOR UNIONS

In Commu ist countrie throughout the world, trade
unions serve not to advance the inte:r sts of the workers, but to
serve the political interests of the rulers. They serv not to
organize strikes but to forbid them; not to improve wage and
benefits but to restrain them; not to bargain collectively on

thalf of the workers but organize the collective submission of

-] 7 the Communist
leaders of Nicaragua. The primary purpose of labor unions in
today's Nicaragua is to assist in the forced transformation of
society along the lines determined by the Sandinista
leadership.l/ Existing independent trade unions are being

harassed, their members blacklisted, threatened, and sometimes
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Add On
MEMORANM_ JM
NATIONAL SECURITY _DUNCIL
August 9, 1983
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN
@ph/
FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT
SUBJECT: Digest Paper for Central America Outreach

Working Group re Human Rights in Cuba

On July 22, you circulated a draft Ninme<t paper on human
rights in Cuba. We provided a revisecu uiaft on August 1,
and now one further revision has been made to accommodate
concerns raised by Faith Whittlesey. Specifically, the
second sentence in the second paragraph should read:
"Today, the Communist leaders of Nicaragua are threatening
the fledgling democracy in El Salvador."

Attachment

Revised Digest paper

cc: Faith Whittl]l sey





















FrMan RTGHTS IN CUBA

Since Castro's coming to power, Soviet supported Cuba has
been violating her neighbors' right to self determination by
attempting to ""spread the revolution'' throughout Latin America
-- recruiting Communist and other radical leftist insurgents and
providing them funds, arms, advisors, and organization. The
Cubans and their Soviet allies are attempting to subjugate the
entire Carribbean basin into an American version of Eastern
Europe.

Already, Cuban intervention has helped establish a
11
- 7
El Salvador. Cuban agents have tried to destabilize Guatemala for
two decades. To fully understand what Cuban aggression means to
the people of the region, it is important to to look at the

( tro gov cnment's appalling record on human rights.




CTASSIC —°™°~ TTARIANS

In over two decades, that record has shown no sign of
improvement. Like other Communist countries, Cuba is a tightly
controlled, highly centralized, totalitarian state. The

government fiercely represses those it identifies as being in
opposition to the state,'' wantonly violating their human rights.

Over the years Castro has jailed thousands of Cubans
who opposed or were suspected of opposing or criticizing
Communist rule. Most sources plac the current number of
political prisoners at up to 1000, some of whom have been in jail
since 1959, making them some of the longest-held political
prisoners in the world.

Prisoner are tr ited brutally. In defiance, se: 1
hundred prisoners, known as ""Plantados,'' have refused
""reeducation'' and refuse to we¢ r uniforms that would identify
them as common criminals. As punishment they have been denied

food, medicine, and clothing.
TORTURE

Beatings are common. Prisoners are sometimes punished
by being keld, naked, in cold, dark isolation cells for long
periods. *ccording to reports received by Freedom House, the
non-partizan human rights organization, the Cubans, like the
Soviets, zre using psychiatric hospitals as prisons.

Recently a long-time political prisoner, poet Armando

' 1

2atment of political prisoners. In December 1982, Valladares,
only lately released, testified in Congress that repression of
Cuban political prisoners is ""ferocious.'' Accordihg to
Valladares, the Cuban police forced his mother to write a letter

denouncing him. The letter was dictated by a Cuban secret
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In 1979, his son was gravely injured in a motorcycle
accident in Florida. The U.S. Congress appealed to the Cuban
government to allow Arcos to leave Cuba to visit his son. The
appeal was refused. Months later, Arcos was charged with
attempting to leave the island without the necessary papers and
was given a seven year prison sentence.

The reverse policy, forced emigration, can be just as
cruel. Suddenly, in 1980, the emigration gates were opened.
During the rush that followed out of the port of Mariel, when
125,000 Cuban ""boat people'' fled to our shores, the Castro
government shipped along many of C a's psychiatric patients. The
American Psychiatric Association denounced this action on
September 28, 1980, saying it was:

""deeply concerned about the plight of numerous recent
refugees who have been identified as mentally ill.
There is growing evidence that many of these Cuban
citizens were bused from Cuban mental hospitals to the
Freedom Flotilla to the United States. If this is the
case, the transplantation of these patients constitutes
a grossly inhumane act since it deprives the patients
of their right to psychiatric treatment within the
context of their culture and primary language.''

DISAPPEARED

American cit zenship has been no protectiorn. Several
dual-national Cuban Americans have been arrested while viéiting
relatives in Cuba. In eight cases the United States kzs not been
given access to these Cuban Americans.

As in the Soviet Union, in Cuba oppc¢ ition ool: ical

parties, like all forms of dissent, are outlawed. Theze is no

_____________ Z S ——— - —— — - — e - ———r = —

expression is further hampered by a widespread informer network,
¢ £t of which is institutionalized in the neighborhood

""Committees for the Defense of the Revolution.''
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"MARTTSTTC'' STANDARDS

-

Artists have been jailed _,r not conforming with the
government's artistic guidelines. In 1977, for instance,
journalist Amaro Gomez was arrested and sentenced to eight Years
in prison for possessing his own unpublished and uncirculated
poems and plays. Freedom House states that ""writing or speaking
against the system, even in private, is severely repressed.''
Though literacy is growing in Cuba, less and less can be written

or read.

Those who practice religion are excluded from the
C¢ munist Party and thus from responsible positions in the
government or the army. The religious also face discrimination
in employment, housing, and schooling. Some believers have been
prosecuted for their differences with the government. Others have
lost their jobs or have been excluded from universities. All
Catholic Church-run schools have been closed and the church is

forbidden its traditional role in education.

JATILING WORKERS

[

Free trade unions, collective bargaining, and strikes
are all forbidden. In the last year, over 200 workers have been
prc cuted for trying to organize strikes in the sugar and
construction industries. Five trade unionists were condemne to
¢ aith. But, according to reports, their sentences were reduced to

30 years after their cases became public knowledge. The Cuban

-ences.
At the recent conference of the World Federation of
rade Unions in Prague, the Cubans defended the sentences,
explaining they were necessary to block any possible attempts to

set up a Solidarity-style organization.




iy

Rather than permit citizens to join independent groups,
the government enrolls people in mass organizations such as the
five million member Committee for the Defense of the Revolution.
The : non-democratic groups are use ~ to channel the people's

lergies toward party-approved goals and to isolat people from
1 ce fruitful, but to the Party, dangerous associations.

As a result of 24 years of Communist control, more than
one million Cubans, more than 10 percent of the island's
inhabitants, have fled their homeland. An estimated 200,000 more
have applied to emigrate, even though those who apply are usually
stripped of their jobs, their ration cards, and their housing,

and their children are forbidden to attend school.

THE GREAT CUBAN ""EXPERIMENT''

All-in-all the great Cuban ""experiment'' has developed
into nothing more original than a tropical version of the Soviet
Union, complete with political prisoners and total governn at
control of human fredoms. And that is precisely what those who
are trying to spread revolution to other Central American
countries have in mind for the entire region.

It is no wonder then that in Micaragua there is growing
o} osition to the Sandinista regime, nor that the people of El
Salve »>r, 80 percent of whom voted in recent elections, are
1 s3isting the attempts of Communist terrorists to destroy

democracy in that country.



THE WHITE HOUE

WASH' S5TON
July 15, 1983

ME“ORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

IROUGH: Jonathan Vipond, II

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell,ﬂ??ﬁa,gélféfl

SUBJECT: White House Digest I per
Attached is our fourth White House Digest Paper.

The footnotes are attached, however, as you are
aware, they are not complete. Otto Reich will be providing
the appropriate information to us by Monday morning.

You will note on your memo to Da an that I have
not mentioned when we will need the par : on Wednesday
(our usual practice has been to give him the time of
the Wednesday meeting). It was my feeling that you might
want to informally indicate the possibility of the President
speaking to the group, but in case you did not want to do
so, I did not want to give a more definite time.

MCB: jet

1 Attachment a/s



THE W - H z
WAS INGTON
July 15, 1983

I  [ORANDUM TO RICHARD G. DARMAN
FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey
SUBJECT: White House Dige=t Paper

Attached is another paper in our series prepared
by our Outreach Working Group on Central America.

I would appreciate your getting it cleared so that
it cen be printed and distributed at our Outreach Workii:
Group Meeting on Central America which meets next Wednesday.

Thank you for your assistance.

1 Attachment a/s



The Palestine Liberation Organization is an active
ally of Communist revolutionaries throughout Central America.
The PLO supplied troops as well as materiel to the Sandinista
1 70lution in Nicaragua, and is sti’~ supplying military aid
and advisors to the Communist Sandinista government. For
their part, Sandinista revolutionaries were fighting beside

their PLO comrades in the Middle East as early as 1970,

are brutally anti-Semitic, have persecuted the Jews in
Nicaragua, and are dedicated to the destruction of Israel.

Right now, the PLO is giving the Salvadoran Communists

been working with Fidel Castro and his network of Latin
American revolutionaries and has developed ties to revolution-

ary organizations in at least nine Latin American countries.



"RT.O0D UNITY"

Though this alliance has received little attention in
the press, neither the PLO nor its Latin Communist allies
trouble to deny it. On June 7, 1979, six weeks before the
Sandinistas came to power, Sandinista press spokesman Jorge
Mandi delivered a particularly strong testimonial to the
alliance:

There is a longstanding blood unity
between us and the Palestinians. Many

of the un: s belonging to the Sandinista
movements were at Palestini n revolution-
ary bases in Jordan. In the early 1970s,
Nicaraguan and Palestinian blood was

spilled together in Amman and in other
places during the Black September Battles.

It is natural therefore, that in our war

against Somoza, we received Palestinian

aid for our revolution in various forms.
Mandi also made it clear that the Sandinistas had

participated in PLO terrorist acts such as hijacking.

START WITH CURA

Cuba has t :n the great organizing center and
supply depot for Communist revolution in Central An rica.
Fidel Castro introduced the PLO into the region and has

1

Until the mid-1960s, Castro was a firm supporter of
Israel. But, in 1966, Castro sponsored the First Conference
of the Organization of Solidarity of the Peoples of Asia,
Africa, and Latin America, bringing together terrorists

from three continents in order to ¢ : ttI 1 to work together.






























27. ~ . cit., Isre¢ Lli Ministry.

28. Op. cit., Palestine, July 16-30, 1980.

29. (Reich will oprovide source.)

30. Associated Press, April 14, 1981.





