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MEMORANDUM 

February 5, 1982 

THE PLO IN EL SALVADOR 

" I t was d isgraceful of Reaga n t o c a ll us t erroris ts. 
We are a great revo l utio n th at ca n n ever .be i n tim i date d . 
We have connections with a ll revo lu tiona ry movements 
throughout the worl.d , in Salvado r, in Nica r agua--and 
I reiterate Salvador- - a nd e l sewhe re in the world_ -,, -

Yasser Arafat 
Asso c iate d Pres s 
April 14, 198 1 

With heightened attention on the tragi c state of conflict in 
El Salvador, it is important that the connection between the PLO and 
the Salvadoran insurg~nts, as well as the PLO connection with inst1rgents 
throughout Latin America , be highlighted . 

It should come as no surprise that the pro - Soviet PLO--ringleader 
and coordinator of the international terror i st network--should be 
involved in aiding Salvadoran insurgents by providing military and 
political support. 

The United States government is well aware of this unholy alliance. 
On February 21 , 1981, v!ce President Bush acknowledged to Israeli 
Foreip,n Minister Shaoir that " the PLO is aiding left i st guerrillas 
in El Salvador. " (U.P.I. 2 / 21 / 81 ) There i s amp l e evidence that the 
PLO , foes of all democratic systems , especia l ly t h e United States , 
is linked to insurgents in El Salvador . 

PLO-EL SALVADOR TIES ARE DEEPLY ROOTE D. Contac ts between 
Salvadoran guerrilla l eaders an d Arafa t, as well as members of th e 
PFLP, are frequent . 

PALESTINIAN ARMS AND TRAINING HAVE BEEN SUPPLIED TO SALVADORAN 
GUERRILLAS . This fact has bee n con firmed both by Arafat and- in 
testimony before Congress. 

THE PLO-SALVADOR.1\N CONNECTION THl{E/\TENS U. S . SECURl TY by increasing 
instability in the /\mcric,Js an d hostility to U.S. interests. 

(over ) 



PLO-SALVADORAN TIES ARE DEEPLY ROOTED: 

State Department 
Letter 

April 6, 1981 

"Unholy Alliance" 
The Jerusalem Post 
August 14, 1981 

Wall Street Journal 
January 14, 1982 

"The leader of the El Salvador Communist 
Party is Shafik Handal. Handal's parents 
are Palestinian emigres to El Salvador. 
Handal identifies himself as a Palestinian. 
Beginning March 18, 1981, Handal has been 
visiting Beirut where he quickly met with 
Yasir Arafat and Nayif Hawatmah, Secretary
General of the DFLP, Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, the official 
host for Handal's visit. He also met with 
members of the PFLP, George Habbash's 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine. 
On public occasions, Handal has stressed the 
close relations between "liberation movements" 
in Latin America and the Palestinians. In 
interviews, he has noted his family's 
Palestinian origin and has claimed that 
others in El Salvador's 2,000-member 
Palestin i an community were also in the 
guerrilla forces." 

"The leader of the El Salvadoran guerrillas, 
Shafik P.andel, is also the head of the 
country's communist party (PECS) and the son 
of Palestinian immigrants. He has visited 
the Middle East many times and is in close 
contact with ·Qeddafi and the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine." 

"Palestinian sources said that the PLO relations 
with the rebels in El Salvador are 'relatively 
deep rooted' because the leader of the Communist 
Party there, Shafik Handal, is of Palestinian 
oriein. His father is said to have emigrated 
to El Salvador in 1921 from Bethlehem, in the 
West Bank area currently occupied by Israel. 
Mr. Handal's Salvadoran Communist Party is 
one of five organizations forIT.ing Farabundo 
Marti rebel coalition that has b e en battling 
government forces there." 

(continued) 
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Agsociated Press 
Foreign Briefs 
December 13, 1979 

"Leftist guerrillas set off a bomb in the 
Israeli embassy in San Salvador, causing damage 
but no injuries. The People's Revolutionary 
Army claimed responsibility for the attack 
Tuesday night. It said the bombing was in 
'solidarity with the Palestinian people.' 

The PRA also supports other leftist guerrillas 
which kidnapped South African Ambassador 
Archibald Gardner Dunn, and are deoanding 
that El-Salvador's military junta establish 
diplomatic relations with the PLO." 

PALESTINIAN ARMS & TRAINING: 

Congressional Testimony 
February 25, 1981 

"Communist Interference 
in El Salvador" 
U.S. Department of State 
February 23, 1981 

U.S. News and World 
Report 
September 1, 1980 

United Press Inter
national 
January 21, 1982 

Wall Street Journal 
January 14, 1982 

"There has been a massive influx of arms from 
Soviet and other Communist sources. Radical 
Arab states, the Palestinian Liberation Organi
zation, and the terrorist Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine have furnished 
funds, arms and training." 

- John Bushnell, Acting Assistant 
Secretary of State for Inter
American Affairs 

"The DRU (Unified Revolutionary Directorate 
of the Salvadorean guerrillas) representatives 
met with visiting PLO leader Yasser Arafat in 
Managua on July 22, 1980. Arafat promises 
military equipoent, including arms and aircraft. 

A Salvadoran guerrilla leader met with FATAH 
leaders in Beirut in August and Nove□ber, and 
the PLO has trained Salvadorans in the Near 
East and in Nicaragua." 

"Now the PLO has offered weapons and training 
to leftist forces in civilian-torn El Salv~dor, 
where a U.S.-backed junta is battling 
guerrillas of both left and right." 

"A report from Beirut last week quoted PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat as saying that Palestinian 

1 

soldiers were actively supporting the Salvadorir 
insurgency. The report triggered a furor ~ □onr 
some Latin Ar.1 e rican U.N. delegc'.J.tions, diplumaL i 
sources say." 

"While. in Beirut lnst March, Mr. Handal said 
about 2,000 residents of El Salvndor were of 
Palestinian origin. 'I \vouldn' t be revealing 
a secret if I say that there are some in our 
....-ounl11rionarv cadre who are Arabs." 
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. 
U.S. News and World 
Report 
Sept. 1, 1980 

Associated Press 
April 14, 1981 

Washington Post 
January 13, 1982 

"American analysts view the growin8 penetration 
of Latin America by Arab radicals as a dangerous 
catalyst for increased instability in the region 
and eventual emergence there of national 
policies hostile to U.S. interests." 

"Palestinian guerrilla chief Yasser Arafat in 
a bitter attack Tuesday on President Reagan 
vowed to support anti-American 'revolutionary 
movements' around the world." 

"Arafat also stressed a mobilization by all · 
Palestinians saying, we will soon have to face 
a strategic alliance between the U.S. and 
Israel." The PLO called on Palestinian 
youths several months ago to join special 
training programs." 

DUD 

' ,1 



THF. WALL STRF.F.T JOURNAi., 
Tl,urs<lay, January 14. 1'1~2 

Arafat Says PLO 
Aids Foreign 
Guerrilla Units 

Pilots Said to Be Serving 
In Nicaragua, and Troops 
In El Salvador, Angola 1 

A WALi . STttr-: ►;T Jul•kNAL Nl·ws Rourulup 

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. in a 
speech in Beirut fast weer.end. said that 
guerrillas ~rom the Palestine Liber:won Or· 
ganization ttrc S:!l ving in Nicaragua, El Sal
vador and An.;ola. 

In Nrw York. the Nicaraguan d!!legation 
to the United Nations categorically denied 
the statrment. In \Vashington. a s~kesman 
fur :i. joint commission of El Salvador rebel 
organizations said he didn't have enough in· : 
formation to ('.Omment. Ang-olan spokesmen · 
couldn't Lr re:ic:hed. 

Mr. Arafat's comments appear to con
firm somr elements or a U.S. S~ate Depart
ment paper that claimed that the guerrilla 
movement in El S:ilvarlor was supp<;rted by 
SoviE't allies, such :1s the PLO. The p.;per 
was critici1.ed afta its ri'iease for allegeclly 
slupp_v dor.ument;i;ion. 

Mr . .'lr:tfat mfl!:1<rned lite PLO presence 
1n lh<' thrt'e r.oim: ri,•s durinJ~ an address to 
tilr G(•nt:ral Fedt:r:ili0n of P,1lestinian Writ· 
,-rs and Jvurnali~: ls. ·.,hicl1 was meeting in 
•. :~irut to ,, l'il'bra1.: !t:r 17,ll a1mivfrsary or I 
.!•ii'. Ari!fal ·s guem :::i rnu·,ement. Al Falah. I 

Mr. .', !"af:tl, m .i µ:i,ss::ge of his ~pf'ech 
emphasizing the 1111!:s between the Palcsli· 
n:an rrviJlulion and dher "national lihera· 

.(11111· · ,~rn:,;Js :1 rou1.: the world. s;1jd tlla! 
:PLO µllu!s·.wrre sei;·ing in Nicaragu;i , ·:inc 
.Jltat ~t!r,).r,'PL(.) i~erri:las wrrt- in _El Salva· 
·aur-;1 :,u -lhe Mrica:1 11 :.i:iun of r\n)!o1a. 

"Th•• --P.:tlcsUnian i, ,,·nlity is one of revo· 
1 lutinuary .~i"rcgr,!e and tiniversal in its char· 
;,cter. w,t :i ra c•sr .m,r.-en11•n~.- · :-.ir. Ararat 
said ii, ri•.,ing the im•,,1.-cm,•nt in the three 

. cuuntr\1•~ ·. · 

1 
Tl:t· ·Pl/) leader did1, ·t explain what the 

. pilot:. :1 !'l r: ~·m•1Ti!las w1•rP ,:c:in~. ar.d .:ither 
PLO 11;fi, ,.1•s ir. S, ·m11 r,•fusl'd I•> cl:ll>Orate 

··01,1 hies cu1 ::1?1enls. But l':i.ll'sl;nian suurc:rs in 
· Be,nit s:iid ih:it rt.'!.1tiuns bctw1•e n l~e PLO 

:rnd U1e rrrolttlionary _,nu·, l'mr11u. 111 L1tln 
America are more tit:111 .l dt'c:id t• old, and 
lnolude \·arions forms 11• rnilit:u:-· sJpport. 

·- - ...,-4 . 

• 

which his country has "the brst- or rela· Tm• u .s. paper .. ,,,u asseneo tnat a sat· 
· h PLO lions." 

v:tdoran guerrilla lead1.•r h:td met wit A PLO dele~ation visited Nicaragua . and 
officials in 81•irut i11 August .and November arr:i.nv1?d a S12 million fo:.in t_o the rE>gm1e. 
l""u. and that "the PLO has trained selPc_ted " S h .,,, • · · . Nica· accordin;: to the sources. ··. 111ce t en. we 
Salvad~rans 111 tne Near East and 111 h:tve e~·changrd sever:tl visits," said one 
r:1gua. Palestini:tn source. 

ln Washin~on, the State Departme_n~ I ,e ~m:rces didn't providr any elabora-
h:idn'l 3ny comment on PW act1v1t~ l~ N1~1 j tio[~r Mr. Arii.fat's comment about PLO :is· 
ara~ua. El Salvador ,inc Angola. saym~ ·1- ' . tance to Angola, which h:LS also receivE'd 
h:11.l i,nly se~n n,.w_s reports and was av.,u f1~lp from Cub;rn furc<!S in its civil war 
ing JTlllre m.ur:1,auon. auainst pro-Western guerrillas. 

Mr. Arafat's reference to the presence of " . 

PLO pi:~.,t,; in Nicaragua w:tS denied by a Ni· 
car:.;;:::l.'l diplomat in New York. 

A:c;:i.: ,dru Bendana. deputy ambassador 
for Nicai.-agua to tne United Nations. said, 
"There a:ren 't any Plllestinian pilots in Nica
ra:.,'1.la. Wt· jon't ha\·.:: any guerrillas in Nica
ragua any more except for the Samozistas 
(opponent~ of the current governmE'ntl. The 
only peop!t' in the regular army and the reg· 
ular air force are Nicaraguans, and we don't 
have much ·,)f an air force to speak of." He 
said 1!1at •."ficaragua is or.e of nearly 100 

I coun!ries that rrcogni7.e the PLO and that 
, the PLO has an office in M:i.na~a with 

Palestinian Lint 
Palestinian sources said that PLO rela

iions with the rebels in El Salvador are 
"rc!lativc-ly deep rc,oted " because the leader 
of the Cnmrnumst Par!y t:1ere. Shafik Han
dal. is or Palestinian origin. His father is 
said to have emigrated to El Sal-:ador in 
l!121 from Bethlehem. in tlie \\'est nank 
area c:i..:r:-cr.tly ocrnpied by Israel. Mr. Han· 1 

d;;l's Salvadoran Communis: Party is one i 

of five organi1.ations forming the F:irabundo ' 
Marti rebel coalition that has bl'.:-;; batt!:ng . 
/!'tivernment forces there. I 

Sources in Beirut said tl:ar :-.Ir. Har.dal , 
visitE'd Lebanon last March at Lhe invitation i 
of the Dcmocrati: Front for the Liberation I 
of Palestine. an avowedly pro-Soviet group 
umler ll1e PLO umbrC'lla. Mr. H:rndal was 
al~o welcomed by other PLO groups, includ· 
ing Mr. Ar:ifat'!: Falah. 

While in Beirut last Marci:. Mr. Hand;;! 
said that about 2,000 residents of El S:\lva· 
dur were• of P::leslir.i:111 ori~!I . "I wouldn't 
be ·n"d';1hni:: a secret lf I s:iy :hat there are 
some in our revoiuliunary c:idres who are 
Aralls." Mr. Ha!lcaf is said to have told one 
PLO ~athering. He may have been referring 
to second and third·gener:ition immigrants 
living in El Salvador. such as himself. The 
Salvadc,r;rn rebel also char~ed durin~ his 
visit 10 BeinJt that Israel h:.id t'ic-en sending 
military technic ians to assist the army of 
El S:ih·aclor . 

Thrsr Heirut clis.:losures p:tr:tllei1'<l some 
uf the inlcrmatiun in ihe St;ite Department 
paper. That document allt-l(C'd that Mr. Ara
fat met the Salv;idoran KlJerri lla lt'J.drrs In 
M:tnaKua. Nicar;~~a. on July 22. 1980, and 
pronuscd them ' '.military equipment, includ• 
ing_ ~rms and aircraft." 
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The Jewish Community of Nicaragua 

Jews have lived in Nica~agua for more than a century, but the 
Jewish community has always been quite small. In 1972, the population 
was about 120. It shrank to about 50 people after the earthquake, but 
those who remained were determined to continue Jewish communal life. 
Now, there are no Jews in Nicaragua, all Jews left dur~ng and after 
the revolution. 

Nicar_aguan Jews say that the main reason for their fl_ight is the 
fact that they were treated in a discriminatory manner by the 
revolutionary_ government. They claim that their properties were among 
the first to be confiscated; Jews who owned factories and stores were . 
SUI!IlDarily ejected from the homes and places of business and the 
properties turned over to workers. Many accusations were made against 
them, without proof. Often, their individual safety was threatened. 

The foregoing took place in a politically and emotionally charged 
anti-Jewish environment. They attribute this to the close links 
between the revolutionary_ government and the Palestine Liberition on 
Organization, long an ally of the Sandinist revolutionary movement. 
Nicaraguan Jews and Israel were accused of supporting the Somoza 
government. This relationship moreover, explains why people of Arab 
descent whose business activities were similar to those of Jews were 
permitted to continue those activities and have been able to remain 
in Nicaragua. 

After the eartb~uake, the Jewish community built a new synagogue 
to replace that which had been destroyed. In September, 1978 the doors 
of the synagogue were torched by Sandinista supporters while the 
congregation was worshipping. Now, the synagogue is a Sandinist 
building with propaganda posters covering the religious symbols at the 
front entrance and anti-Zionist posters on the walls. 

The newspaper Nuevo Diario, which reflects_ government views, 
carried articles on July 15 and 17, 1982 which were not only 
anti-Zionist, but also anti-Semitic. J ews were blamed for the 
crucifixion of Chi:1,-st, usi_ng the myth of the Chosen People to massacre 
Palestinians and using financial power to gain political control in the 
United States. The articles refered also to "Synagogues of Satan," and 
rehearsed old canards that "world money, the banks and finance, are in 
the hands of descendents of Jews, the eternal pro t ectors of Zion." 

823 U ni led Nalion~ Plaza . New Yori.. . NY 10017 14 (,th Slret.>1 & h t Avenue) 212-4 90-2525 1Cable : ANl tDl fAMl/Telex : 649278 
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The government of Nicaragua has refused to respond to actions 
taken by Nicaraguan Jews, within the Nicaraguan l _egal systems, seeking 
to recover their properties. More than two years ago, the government 
of Nicaragua was asked by the Anti-Defamation Leag.ue of B 'nai B 'rith to 
clarify the status of the synagogue in Man_agua, list conditions under 
which Nicar_aguan Jews could. return to their country and review the 
status of claims _against the government filed by Nicaraguan Jews. 
Despite promises that the cases would be reviewed, no substantive 
response has been received by the Anti-Defamation League on any of the 
foregoing issues. 

Prepared by 
Rabbi Morton M. Rosenthal 

March, 1983 

,, 
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Nicar~gua :ignores ADL appeal~·, forces Je~s· i:r)t':) ~xile 
The Sandinist government of Nicaragua 

has forced the country's entire Jewish com
munity into exile, confiscating Jewish
ownetl prorerty and taking over the 
synagogue in Managua, according to the 
Anti-Ddamation League of Bnai Grith. 

Rabbi Morton M. Rosenthal, director of 
the League's Latin American Affairs De
ranment, made the disclosure in an article 
in the ADL Bulletin. 

Rosc!nthal, who .last visited ·Nicaragua 
. shortly bcl'ore the Sundinists came to power 

in 1979, said the government of Nicaragua 
has been unresponsive 10 ADL apreals to 
end "these human rights violations" and 
·rermit the return of the Jews to their coun
try. 

The forced exodus of the Nicaraguan 
Jewish community-numbering about 
50-took place after the Somoza regime 
was overthrown. Their ouster was effectetl, 
the article said, by subtle and direct threats · 
or by forcible measures. 

The case of Isaac Stavisky, a textile en
gineer, who was out of the country at the 
1 ime of the Sandin ist victory, was cited as an 
example. Stavisky, the article said, was ad
visetl th.it he should not return to his country 
"for his own safe ty because he and his 
brother-in-law were considered enemies of 
the! revolution." ' ' 

The pre si dent of the Nicaraguan Jewish 
commun ity , Abraham Gorn, was jailed after 

.the Sandinist victory. "Gorn," Rosenthal 
wrote, "who was then 70 years old, was 
falsely accusetl of stealing land and was 
forced to sweep streets during the two weeks 
of his confinement." 

Six months la ter, he went on, Sandinists 
summarily ousted him from his factory and 
took it over. The Sandinists told factory 
workers to 1hrei11e;1 to bomb his car if he 
returnetl . Mr. Gorn was quoted as saying 
that Carlos Arguello, minister of justice, 
confiscated his bank account and "then . 
kicked me out of my home.'.' 

Despite the departure of the Jewish com
munity, Rabbi Rosenthal said anti-Semitism 
still exists in the country. In July, 1982, he 
said that a Manag·ua newspaper, Nuevo 
Diario, which often renect s government 
policy, published articles that were Tilled 
with virulent' anti'.Semitic state ments such 
as a reference to "synagogues of Satan." 
Synagogue turned club 

The! Sanclinists have also converted the 
synagogue in Managua into a children's so
cial club, covering exterior stars of David 
with propaganda posters c1 nd adorning the 
inside walls with nnti-Zionist propaganda. 

Nicaraguan Jews, according to the nrti- . 
cle, cite the long rind close relationship bet
ween the Palestine Liberntion Organization 
and the Sandinists as a source of their prob
lems. 

The article described how the Palestine 

Liberation Organization has provid ed 
weapons, training, money ancl even fighting 
men f'or the Sandinist battle again st the 
Somoza regime. It quotes Jorge Mandi: a 
Sandinist spokesman, in an interview in a 
Kuwaiti ncwspuper in 1979-, as saying 
"there is a long standing bloody_ unity bet
ween us and the Palestine-revolution," nnd 
recalling that Sandinist troops fought 
alongside the PLO in Jordan during the · 
Black September ba11les . 

Nicaraguan Jews, according to the arti-
.. cle, claim that because of the close PLO
Snndinist relationship, Nicaragunns of Arab 
descent have been able to remnin in the 
country, continuing business activities simi
lar-to those engnged in .by the departed Jews 
who went to the United States, Israel or 
other Central American countries. 1 

The articles states that AOL has sought 10 

alleviate the plight of Nicaraguan Jews in 
ongoing discussions with Nicaraguan dip
lomats for two years. In New York in 1981, 
the League brought the problems to the at-. 

- ·-· 

-

tent1on of Nicaragua's foreign minister, 
Miguel d'Escoto, who rromised to investi
gate the complaints . , · 

Subsequently, Nicaraguan officials 
promised to review conliscation cases but 
have not yet delivered any response, nor 
have they responded 10 AOL requests to 
state the condition!! under which Jews could 
return to their country. 

Noting that Arguello said at a recent meet
ing of the Human Rights Committee· at the 
United Nations that the government would 
consider a request from Nicaraguan Jews 
thnt the synagogue be returned to them as a 
olace of worship, Rosenthal 5aid, "Th is is a 
meaningless promise in a country without 
Jews." · .. ··· · ... • · 
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PLO· serenade 
The PLO is doing its best to woo Latin America. 

LEON HADAR reports on its varying de~ of sucress. 
THE ELECTION of a Latin 
American diplomat, the Peruvian 
Javier Perez de Cuellar as UN 
secretary-general symbolizes the 
growing political power of the Latin 
American bloc which has for many 
years been a source of political 
support for the Jewish State at the 
UN and in other international 
forums . The Latin American vote at 
the UN in March 1947 made the 
partition of Palestine possible, and 
for the first 25 years of Israel's ex- . 
istence the Latin America nations 
provided more than half of the votes 
supporting her. 

Although in the decade of the 
70s, Latin American support 
weakened as the bloc split into 
various political factions, the Latin 
American nations are still seen by 
both Israel and Arabs as an impor
tant pol itical resource for the state 
of Israel. It is the only Third World 
bloc whose majority of members -
21 - maintain diplomatic relations 
with Israel, not to mention various 
degrees of economic and military 
cooperation . 

Since the Yorn Kippur War, only 
three Latin American nations have 
broken diplomatic relations with 
Israel: Cuba in September 1973, 
Guyana in March 1974, and 
Nicaragua following the Sandinista 
Revolution there. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that 
the Latin American continent has 
become an important target of an 
international Arab campaign aimed 
both at eroding support for Israel 
there, and at winning international 
recognition for the PLO. 

Since 1973, when quadrupled oil 
prices threw the economics of many 
of Latin America's developing 
countries into a tailspin, the Arab 
bloc has been exerting .i,ncrcasing 
pressure upon the Latin American 
states to move decisively into the 
Arab camp, the pressure being ap
plied through oil and dollars. "The 
Arabs, encouraged by the 'tilt' 
toward the Arabs by various Latini 
American governments in 1973, are 
now pressing even harder 
their ongoing campaign to 
isolate Israel and to win 
political support for the 
PLO," says Rabbi Morton 
Rosenthal, director of the Latin 
American Department in the Anti
Defamation League of B 'nai B 'rith. 
who returned recently from a fact
fin ding trip to several Latin 
American countries . 

"However, while the PLO has 
been enjoying increas ing support 
among revolutionary groups and 
regimes - mainly Cuba and the 
new Sandinista regime in Nicaragua 
- the pro-PLO campaign in several 
of the conservative states has 
reached a stalemate," noted 
Rosenthal. "One notices a growing 
resentment and concern among the 
public and the leadersh ip over the 
terrorist and rad ic al nature of the 
PLO and the danger it poses to the 

Thus, the goal of the Arab bloc . 
announced at the Arab I ea!!ue 

meeting in Tunis in 1979, ci ousting 
Israel from the region as they suc
ceeded, diplomatically, in doing in 
Africa, and replacing it with PLO 
embassies has not been fulfilled . 

Three radical Central American 
states did become centres of · PLO 

· political and military activity in the 
continent - Cuba, Nicaragua and 
Grenada. Post-Somoza Nicaragua is 
today the major centre of PLO ac
tivity in the area, aiding radical 
guerrillas in El Salvador and other 
Latin American states . 

However, as Rosenthal notes, the 
PLO has only four offices in the 
region which are officially 
recognized by the host countries -
in Cuba, Mexico, Peru and 
Nicaragua:__ although neither Mex
ico nor Peru accords diplomatic 
stat us to the PLO representatives . 
Expectations that other stales, es
pecially Uruguay and Brazil, would 
recognize the PLO officially, or that 
the liberal Catholic churches and 
trade unions would support the 
Palestinian cause, were clearly not 
fulfilled, according to Rosenthal 
who each year publishes a report 
dealing with the PLO position in the 
~ion. 

There are ·indications , argues 
Rosenthal, that one of the countries 
- Peru - on June II, 1979 
authorized an official PLO office, a 
move that was explained as a quid 
pro quo for the establishment of the 
headquarters of an Arab-controlled 
bank, Arlabank, is having second 
thoughts . "Peru in which more then 
1,000 terrorist acts were counted 
last year, like other countries in the 
region, is concerned that the PLO 
office is a trojan horse which ex
poses the country to terrorism and 
subversion," said Rosenthal. 

Thus an editorial in a leading 
Peruvian newspaper Expreso on 
December 5, linked the PLO with 
"terrorism, violence and death" and 
commented on PLO representative 
Issam Bes-eisso's offer of Arab loans 
and petrodollar grants to Peru if the 
country would "assume a 
favourable position 1·is-a-vis the 
Palestinian cause ... as in the case of 
Brazil." 

The paper asserted that the "re
cent declaration of Mr. Beseisso 
cons titutes an offense 10 the Peru
vian people. Th is type of blackmail 
is unacceptable ." It also called for 
the expulsion of the PLO represen
tative from Lima, coting that it was 
"incredible" that Peru's previous 
military government had granted 
the PLO official the status of a 
"diplomatic agent.'' 

B escisso said in reply to the 
editorial that according to an Arab 
League summit decision in 
November 1979, "all economic 
cooperation with any country is 
conditional upon that country's 
recognition and dipl omatic support 
of the Palestini an people.'' 

The Peruvian Foreign Minister 
Arian Stella stressed in a reaction to 

the editorial that the PLO represen 
tative docs not have d iplomat,, 
stat us and that there are no plans to 
give it to him . He aJso noted that the 
PLO office had not been authorized 
by the present government, but b_y 
the former military regime. 

SIMILAR CONCERNS over PLO 
pressures were observed by 
Rosenthal in other Latin American 
countries as a result of the increas
ing terrorist activity in several states 
in the continent. Thus, a con- . 
centrat_ed Arab effort to gain public 
sympathy from, and recognition by 
the Colombian regime, which was 

. carried out through a major 
propaganda campaign in the media, 
had very little effect on the govern
ment which traditionally supports 
Israel. Colombia has even promised 
to provide an infantry battalion to 
the international peacekeeping 
force in Sinai, more troops than any 
other Latin American country. 

El Tiempo, a major Bogota daily·, 
ran a series of lengthy articles on 
the PLO, as part of the PLO cam
paign in Colombia, stressing the suf
fering of Palestinian children . The 
articles were written by a reporter 
who went to Lebanon at the invita
tion of the PLO which also invited 
telev ision reporters . An interview . 
with PLO chief Yasser Arafat was 
shown along with scenes of various 
peaceful PLO activities in Bogota. 
The UN-sponsored Day of 
Solidarity with the Palestinian peo
ple was marked by a full-page ad in 
El Tiempo and a screening of a UN 
film on Palestinians. 

"But all this media blitz con
ducted by the PLO representative 
did not change the Colombian posi
tion and its refusal to grant 
diplomatic recognition to the 
PLO," notes Rosenthal. He adds 
that another important factor deter- · 
mining the regime' s position on the 
issue is the anti-terrorist campaign it 
is currently waging against the M-19 
and other local guerrilla organiza
tions . Seven guerrillas were killed in 
clashes with the government just a 
few weeks a19. 

B ese isso WB.5 also at the centre of 
a pro-PLO campaign in another An- · 
dean Pact nation, Ecuador, when he 
rcq ucsted au thorization from the 
Ecuadorean House of Represen
tatij/_cs to open· a.___£LQ office in 
Quito as the first step towards 
recognit ion of a "Palestinian state." 

B esseiso met with the -legislative 
, comm ission on international affairs 

~, _Q~it~ a few_ weeks ag'?:,Jh_~ com : 
m1ss1on s president, A.leJandre Car
rion, declared in reference to com
monly accepted intcrpational prin
ciples of co-existence "shared by 
the Ecuadorean and . Palestinian 
peoples," that "there will be a con
crete rcponse to each one of the 
petitions presented." 

The gr0t1ndwork for the PLO ap-
proach to the Ecuadorean gqverq-
ment was laid last May, according 
to Rosenthal. Gil Barragan, · then 
vice -president of the Ecuadorean (over) 



H0111t of l.cpreaentativc1 ·and 
IHder d a consreuional deqation 
that tourccfthc Middle Eut follow
in1 th• l!cudortH-Pttu•ian 

·the Ecuadorean national· airline, 
flies Boeing 7~7 jeta bouaht from 
Israel and atill scrvic~d by hraelii: . 

border flare11p of JaauatJ, wa1 ANOTftER AlicfEillt . JtKct nltltlff 
reported io have ltai.d in an inter- and a major OPEC member, 
view with the Kuwaiti news aaency Venezuela, hu also been indicaUni 
that Ecuador supported the Pales.ti- ' its relucta!)ce to authorize a PLO 
nian cau1e. office in ill capital, and Rosenthal : 
. When queation~d whether stressed that such requests were .rc
Ecuador would permit the PLO to · jected by the lut three.Venezuelan 
open an office td ·represent its in- administrations. 
·terests in Quito, the legislator ex- The PLO renewed ill · effort, to . 
plained that "the parliament . will secure such permission' when short
support that question if . it's ap- ly after the inauguration of Presi
proved by the minister of .forci-gn dent Luis Herrera Campina ·in.1979, 
relations." • a PLO delegation called upon 

However, Rosenthal and other ' Forei,Q Mil'istsr JOH Z•brano 
Latin Amorlcan obiervers believe Vdueo who· ud additioul con
that despite the fact that Ecuador, veriatiolll oil the iuu, with PLO 
the smallest member of OPEC, ,.,.~•-- I& 0., ...,. .... 
made a 1trong overture to support ~ •~et · conlercace ha 
the Arab cause in 1981 - a move ..__,_.,,. Forclp mfnlstcr r~ 
motivated by need to .expand jectod the Idea on both oeculont . . 
markets for ita goods, to get credit . The proapecta for a PLO office in 
with which to finance ita buraeonina : Caracu · ·,eemed very · bri1hf · in· 
internal development and to get · February 1980 when Preaideilt .Het• . 
diplomatic backing in ill unresolved rera embarked on a l().4ay tour-.« : 
dispute with Peru - the Quito several OPEC countries aimed., · 
gov.ernment would refrain from d- . among other thlnga, at strength1.:n,, 
ficially recognizing the PLO. ina relation• with , the A·rab 

Israel, it should be noted, bas countrie1 •. 
aided Ecuador in a number d fields . At hJ.i rirst 1top in Alaeria, the 
including irrigation, transportation, PLO office wu diacu11ed and the 
agricultural and rural development Venezuelan president iasued utate
and milit!ll'Y ua(ning. Ecuatoriana. ment 1upportin1 the Palestinian 

'people'• ·"tcaitimate nation-al 

nghti" However; a, 1 reauit of 
prenur~• from . .;e_Q~!mtive el~
mcnu m the refhnt•(~ a pubhc : 
campai,n conducted by the Jowi1b 
community; tbe president tutned 
down the request to open the PLO 
office, . · · . 

· Latin American observers believe · 
~at M~xico'a lead~11hij:, will con- · 
1,lnue to preach .10lidarlty with the 
PLO and other radical Third.World · 
moveme11ta In ordet to appeue the 
radical .left-wing elements in .the 
Mexican ruling part)'., but that thi1

1 attitujie will not lead to any expan
sion ~r PJ..O "ctivity in Medco or 
cau1e problems in ~e aood rel a- · 
tiona with hrael: · -' .. 
.. Even in Mexico, where healden·t : 
J04e Lopez· Portillo · honoured in 
f~11 a oommitm1Dt madt bx hlJ 
pr~~ccenor •,,Lula Echeverria 
Alvarez to Ar·ar,t in 1975,_ lll!d pi::r
mitted 'th, PLO to open an 'al'ice:· 
mem~ra of the .regime, inclu~ing 
the! pte.aident hi.mlelf have expre1-
~ed warineas over Jh~ PLO'a •~
tjvity. "The offic~ hu been limited 
to only one staff member, Marwan 
Tahboub; a graduate of a Spanish 
university; .who· hu not been 
ira11~ diplomatic · 'atat111," note, 
Rpeenthal. · • 

11ttJ lJ tMflrst of two artlc/q by tM N~ 
Yori cornspo,tdmt of The Jel'\la&lem 
Post. · 

HEMISPHERE OF PRESSURE 
P.-\ KI Or THI-. Arab effor1 to v. in "The majority of the Latin Howe ver. during Rose nthars re - and Peru supported a resolution cal
-1~ 1:11'alh~ 1n Lalin Amenta. and Ill American Arabs are of Lel,anese- cent visit to Brazil. he noticed signs ·1ing for the imposition of sanctions 
umkrmine support for Israel. ha, Maroni le · or Syrian-Christian that the government might be v.ill - against lsr!lel to punish it for annex
l11cu~t:d on Je rusalem's relatiom origin," notes Rosenthal. ing to change its position on the is- ing the Golan Heights . . 
11i1h1hcextreme-right -wingregimes "Their families fled the Middle sue . Three weeks ago. the .. liHCTe~iilgly fnoul)i 8talil 's;p~
of Guatemala and El 'Salvador East as a result of persecution and Parliamentary League for Arab- sent representative to the UN is 
•\nli -l~rael propaganda stressing discrimination and you can' t expect Brazilian friendship . organized b) 111arried to the daughter of Osv.aldo 
1hc,1: rela1ions has successful I) them lo be very sympathetic to Pan- the PLO was installed in Brazil's Aranha. the Brazilian president of 
pent:lratcd uni,ersity call)puses and Arabist campaigns . Only a small ,Chamber of Deputies as part of in- the General Assembly during the 
tht: ~oung intelligentsia. says Rabbi group of Palestinian immigra nts tensive PLO effort to strengthen its 1947 debate on the partition of 
Morion Rosenthal. director of the concentrated in Chile and Brazil position in the nat 1.-i . Palestine . He had been together 
Latin American Department in the has been very active in Arab lobby- '. At the inst al lat ion ceremony. with other Latin American 
Ant i- Dcf amat1on League of B ·n ai ing efforts." Farid Sa wan, the PLO represen- diplomats at that time, the driv ing 
Br ith . A Latin American organization tative in Brazil , read a message from force behind the diplomatic activity 

Ritst:nthal. just back from a fact - called FEARAB (Federation of Vasser Arafat expressing the latter·s at the UN that led to the birth of the 
findin11 trip to Latin America. says Arab Entities in the Americas) has desire to strengthen lies with the state of Israel. 
th at 1he PLO attempt to win support, been active in recent years organiz- Brazilian people and promising that But despite the "disturbing" signs 
among the left-onen1ated Catholic ing the Arab lobbying efforts in sup- Arabs "will continue the fight as a~loc the Latin-Americans have 
churches and trade unions has port of the PLO campaign for against imperialism. Zionist beenlcsshostiletolsraelthanother 
failed . legitimization in Latin America. colonialism and racial segregation:· Third World groups in th, UN and 

fwo Arab Catholic priests . The organization which held its re- some of its members. Jamaica. for 
b · w h h EVELYN Sommers. the Argentine-Father lhrahim Ayyan. a mem erot cent convention in as ington as example, which is now ruled by a born director of the Israeli- Ibero the Palestine National Council and not succeeded, however. in at- new pro-Western reoime. has sup-American Cultural Institute in Nev. e Monsignor Hilarion Capucci (who lracting major public support in ported Israel in the main votes on 

I. • • York and the WIZO representa1 i,e vas released in 1977 from an lsrac I most of the Latin Am~r1can Middle East issues more than West ' of the UN. argues that the 
1,1il after serving part of his 12-year countries. as ide from Brazil. -- European countries like France or 

h · · political. economic and cultural 
Sentence for Smuggl ·1na ammunition Among l e conservative regimes L . Britain. 

· h elite in most atin American states and explos ives for the PLO) were in the continent. Brazil as been the "The Lalin Americans are a very · · 11· 1· I · still supports Israel. "The Western-lsent to meet with several Latin most active in cu iva ing re allons pro ud people," concluded Som-
h b bl d h oriented, aristocrat ic el ite in 1h osc 

.Amer·,·can Catho11·c pr,·ests . with l e Ara oc an as not mc:rs "The)· may be ·,n tercsted · 
"' d f · · countries admires Israel's ach1eH• • · • th . 1 1. . h A ,bn •HCM'evcr. although many of those: ma e a secret o its attempt to get . . . improving cir re a ions Wit ra • 

I · t th PLO t f ·1 M'd mcnts in agnculture , technolog) . . priests arc supporters of the so- c oscr O e as par 0 I s 1 · d 1 11 . . h . countries, but they resent and rc1ccl 
called Marxist theology of libera- die East strategy. In 1980 alone, !~ti-~~~~eun~t :1:ndafn ':~e ~~~d~e the Arab_ attc_fl:'Pt to blackmail 
1ion and arc very close to rad ical Brazil ian exports to the Arab E t .. h 1 . them , to tie political and economic 

l . h d r I 5 b·11 · a d as • s e exp ams. . . f h groups, their activity is con- coun nes rcac e J> • 1 ion n S h Vt IZO supporttorccognit1ono t cPLO I 
ccntratcd on domestic issues and Brazilian industrial concerns have ommcrls. _w o as h U ·Ns th ink they made it clear to the 

b · n· · portant cont a~ts represen at1vc to t c b h h . . they indicated clearly, as did the een win ing im r '" .
1 

th L . A . Ara st at t ey are becoming tired 
heads of the major trade union . that throughout the Middle East. moni ors . e . a tin meric an of their pressure on them " 

O fth ·orhighlightsinthe representatives votes on Arab- · . · . 
they have no interest in the Pales ti- ne 0 / '!'aJ . 1 . Israeli issues in the G encral As- The second of rwo amcles. Th~ jtr.H 
nian issue and in Middle Eastern process O improving re at ions sembly and its ·committees. She afpeared ye.rrerday . The author ts rhe 
problems in general," says , between Brazil .a~d the A~b world notes that Brazil, like other conser- l\ew York correspondent oj The 
Rosenthal. . ~a.9 the !980 vmt lo Brazil of the vative Latin American countries. Jerusalem Post. 

Even the large Arab communitJ v1ce-pres1d~nl of lraQ, the c_o,untry 
· that •uppl1es half of Brazil s 011 some of which are friendly to Israel . in Latin America. which numbers • . . . . 

about 12 million, -has not been very needs. A J0tn_l com~un_1que ,ssu_ed shifted to a more pro-Arab and 
· d d · f at the conclusion of his five-day v1s1t "disturbing" direction during the 

responsive to eman s corrung rom 'd h PLO. h .. I I . . recent General Assembly session a 
Arab embassies to engage in pro- sai t c II t • soc cg1t1matc d I h . 

· • Fepresentativc of the Palestinian eve opment t at has been rencct-
PLO act1v1ty . people." Howtvtr, th, iovcrnmcnt , cd i~ sta~emcnts and ".°tes of the 

hat rifuud wntll thia day to cont,_nent ~ rcprcsenta~1ves . Thu_s. 
authorize the op1nin1 of a PLO of- Brazil, Chile an~ Mcx~co YOted in 

ficc in 8 razilia and the PLO the Gen_cral As~cm~ly in favour of a 
representative remains accredited reso_lution reJect1n~ the C nmp 
only as an Arab League diplomat. David Accords. v.h1lc Argentina 
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P.L.·O. Activities in Latin America . . ... 

Introduction to the Revised Edition 

This revised edition of the ADL report on "P.L.O Activities in Latin Amer
ica" brings up-to-date the information contained in the first edition, published 
June, 1980. 

The PLO has ma.de very limited progress during the past two years in its cam
paign to open offices in every Latin American capital. The number of such of
fices increased from 3 to 5 when Nicaragua and Ecuador joined Cuba, Mexico and 
Peru by authorizing the establishment of PLO offices in their capital cities. 

Leaders of the PLO are undoubtedly disappointed by the refusal of the vast 
majority of countries to agree to the establishment of offices. Venezuela and 
Brazil, thought by many to be prime candidates for PLO offices, have resisted 
very heavy Arab economic and political pressures. 

The nain obstacle the PLO faces ·in · the region continues to be the widespread 
recognition that they are part of the international terrorist network and that 
the legitimization of a PLO presence would endanger the security of the nation. 
The security threat is accutely apparent to the military officers of countries 
which have experienced the scourge of terrorism. The PLO threat is also a con
tributing factor in the continuing governmental restraints on the PLO in Mexico 
and in the displeasure with the. PLO expressed by officials of the Peruvian 
government. . . ' .. 

·The June, 1980 report cited the historic role that Latin American countries 
have played in supp'ort of Israel. The disproportionate support that Israel has 
received from the Latin American bloc of nations was brought to the world's at
tention in the Fall of 1980 when the Arab bloc began to press for the transfer of 
embassies from Jerusalem to Tel Aviv. Only then was the public made aware that 
of the thirteen countries that had embassies in Jerusalem, twelve were Latin 
American. All ultimately yielded to Arab pressures. 

' The government of Costa Rica recently took an important diplomatic 
initiative that may be emulated by other countries in the region. On May 9, 
1982, the newly- elect~d President of Costa Rica, Dr. Luis Alberto Monge, 
announced t hat the Embassy of Costa Rica will be returned to Jerusalem. 

May, 1982 
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Introduction 

La.tin America has long been an important source of strength for Israel in the 
United Nations and in other interqational fora. In UN votiµg crucial to Israel, 
during the first twenty-five years· of its existence, the Latin American nations 
provided more than half the votes supportive of Israel. 

In the early sixties, Latin .American nations joined a group of moderate 
African· states in support of.UN.proposals for direct Arab-Israeli negotiations, 
which Israel favored. During the ' 1967 war, the Latin American bloc was more 
supportive than any other blo~ of nations. 

In the decade of the seventies, Latin American support weakened as the bloc 
split into various political factions. Nonetheless, the Latin American nations are 
still seen by both Israel and the Arabs as an important political resource for the 
State of Israel. An Israeli diplomat, commenting in 1972 on Latin American support 
for Israel and the fact that Israel maintained diploma.tic relations with all 24 
Latin American countries said that "Israel is" proud of its position and success 
there." Since then, two nations broke diplomatic relations with Israel: Cube. in 
September, 1973 and Guyana in March, 1974. 

The importance which the Arab states attach to Latin American votes was re
flected in the remarks of Egypt's Vice~Chancellor, Gama.l Mansour, during a visit to 
Mexico in 1975. Mexico was the last of eleven countries which Mansour had visited 
in what he described as "an Egyptian mission of friendship for Latin America." 
Mansour told a reporter for Excelsior that "for the Arabs, the support of the Latin 
American countries is essential because they hope to obtain a majority for a reso
lution in the next Assembly of the United Nations ••• recognizing the right of the 
Palestinians to convert themselves into a political entity; to permit the Arabs to 
recuperate the territories occupied in the war of 1967 and confirm the principle 
that no country can acquire territories of another by force." 

The Egyptian Vice-Chancellor's mission ·was but one of ma.ny such missions in a 
prolonged Arab League campaign to persuade Latin American governments to abandon 
their historic support for Israel -~d become p:i.rtisans of the Arab cause. Until 
1973, the Latin American gove1'Unents resisted the Arab efforts and, by and large, 
cohtinu~d various policies favori'ng Israel or at least maintained a posture of 
equidistance between _the two parties to the conflict. 

Since 1973, when quadrupled oil prices threw the economies of many of the 
developing countries of Latin America into a tailspin, the Arabs have been exerting 
increasing pressure upon Latin American states to move decisively into the Arab 
camp, the pressure being applied through oil and dollars. The Arabs have threaten
ed to curtail vitally needed oil supplies and deny important export markets to the 
Latin Americans, desperately in need both of the oil and of the dollars earned by 
exports· with which to pa;y for the oil. 

The Arabs have couch_ed their pressures in a more positive way. Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fouad Naffah, acting as a representative of the AJ)&b League, tour
ed seven Latin American countries in .i973 telling the various_governments that if 
they supported the Arab cause they could be assured of oil supplies. Sa.id Naffah, 
"No underdeveloped country that backs the just cause of the Arab world will suffer 
from an energy shortage." He also held forth the promise of Arab investments. 
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The Arab League, encouraged by the "tilt" toward the Arabs by various Latin 
American governments since 1973, is now pressing even harder its ongoing campaign 
to isolate Israel from its historic friends in Latin Ameri'ca.. The Arabs met in 
Tunis la.st year and decided to fdcus their efforts on Latin America as they had 
previously done in Africa, with the· goal of ousting the Israelis from the region as 

· they succeeded in doing in Africa. Concurrently, they decided to unleash an a.n~i
Semitic campaign designed to und~rmine the status of Jews in Latin America, to 
nullify the political and ecom:>?lll.O,- support which the La.tin American Jewish communi-
ties provide Israel. .. -. 

The new campaign is focused on the Palestine Liberation Organization, which 
was chosen as the optimal vehicle for the campaign. Arab ambassadors, other high
ranking emissaries and representatives of the PLO have been crisscrossing the 
region in a coordinated, heavily financed effort to secure authorization to estab
lish an official PLO office in every Latin American capital. The PLO's deputy 
observer at the UN told Associated Press in November, 1979 that the group planned 
to send a high level mission to Latin America to be led by Faruk. Kaddumi because 
the PLO's main priority is now Latin America. Yassir Arafat has ma.de repeated 
efforts to visit Brazil, which have been rebuffed by Brazilian officials. The gen
eral secretary of the Arab League announced·, in May 1980, a mission to Brazil, 
Mexico and Venezuela to mbilize support for a Palestinian homeland. 

At the present time, the PLO has three offices in the region which are offic
ially recognized by the host countries -- Cuba, Mexico and Peru, although neither 
Mexico nor Peru accords diplomatic status to the PLO representatives. In several 
countries their are unofficial PLO offices and in others the PLO supporters are 
eagerly anticipating early achievement of their objective. 

' Their p_r9spects seem least promising a.m:::mg the Southern Cone countries -
Argentina, Chile and Uruguay -- but even there the campaign of pressure and pro
mises is intense. Throughout the continent, as in the Southern Cone, the ma.in 
obstacle is the knowledge that a PLO office is a Trojan Horse which would provide a 
legal haven for Terrorism International and expose the host country to terrorism 
and subversion, forces which conyt?,lsed many of these countries in the sixties and 
seventies. 

. . . 

It · merits notice that Guyana and Grenada, both nations that are aJ.igned with 
Cuban· ~olicy on the -Middle East, have not permitted the PLO to open offices. 
Jamaica, another nation that ms:y also appear a likely site for such an office, has 
been similarl,y unresponsive on, ~his issue. 

June, 1980 

Brazil 

The PLO has had a representative in Brazil since 1979, functioning unofficial
ly. However, the establishment of an officially recognized PLO office continues to 
be an elusive primary goal for the PLO and the Arab countries that support it. 
This, despite frequent statements that the much coveted recognition would be 
forthcoming momentarily. 

The most recent such announcement was made in January, 1982 when Saudi 
Arabia's Ambassador, Abdullah Saleh Halabi, in an exclusive interview with the 
Brazilian da.11,y O Esta.do de Sao Paulo, announced that the opening of the office was 
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Not only has the PLO been denied permission for an office, but it has been 
losing popular appeal since the beginning of 1982. Farid Sawan, the PLO spokesman, 
has had fewer speeches scheduled in Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo and now focuses 
his efforts in smaller cities. Ooservers attribute the deciining popularity of 

• J 

Sawan and the PLO to a variety of factors. The decreased dependence of Brazil upon 
oil imports from .Arab countries, due . to increased domestic production.. and the 
success of the alcohol fuel program is a primary factor. Underlying this is the• 
Brazilians' resentment of the tremendous diplomatic and economic pressures exerted 
by Arab states on behalf of the .. ·e~o-'; dozens of formal. requests for a PLO office in 
Brazil have been ma.de by Arab emissaries~ 

Despite official denials by Itamaraty, the Brazilian foreign office, that the 
Arabs were pressuring Brazil, Brazilian determination to keep the PLO at cay could 
not survive the 1979 visit to Brazil of Taha Mu.hyidinne Maarouf, the Vice President 
of Iraq, the country that supplies more than half of Brazil's considerable oil 
needs. The Iraqi succeeded in wresting a major concession from President Joao 
Figuereido. In a Joint COI!lllD.lnique issued at the conclusion of the Vice President's 
five-day visit, the Brazilians said that the Palestine Liberation Organization is 
the "sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people." However, the 
government stopped short of authorizing the PLO to open an office in Brasilia. 

Although the Brazilian government refused to permit the official opening of a 
PLO office, it attempted to mediate between the opposing pressures of Arabs and 
Brazilians, including military and civilian officials who fear that national secur
ity will be endangered by a PLO office. The government finessed the situation in 
April, 1979 by permitting a PLO representative, Farid Sawan, to function as a staf'f 
member of the Arab League office, according him diploma.tic privileges. Sawan's 
unique status was ma.de clear in a statement by the press secretary of Itamaraty, 
Bernardo Pericas, reported by O Estado d'e , Sao Paulo on May 7, 1979. The spokesman 
said, "The government of Brazil hopes that the representative of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization in this capital, Farid Sawan, as a diplomatic functionary 
of the Arab League mission, will respect Brazilian laws and ins ti tut ions." Enjoy
ing diplomatic privileges and immunities, Sa wan should "not interfere in the in
ternal affairs" of Brazil. 

The Pericas statement was made · after one of Sawan's numerous inflamatory 
actiont .•. . .- Sawan has generated ~y' swirling storms of controversy in Brazil, antag
onizing Jews, other Brazilians and the government itself. 

In a speech to the City Council of Ana.polis, Sawan said: "Zionism is a form 
of racism. The same kind of racism adopted by Adolf Hitler, the one who killed six 
million Jews because they did not obey the laws of the country in which they 
11 ved." 

The Brazilian Jewish community, which is the second largest Jewish community 
in Latin• America, has frequently expressed its concern and disapproval of the PLO 
presence. After the 1979 visit by the Vice President of Iraq, the leaders of 
Brazil's 160,000 Jews presented to President Figuereido a document which expressed 
the Jewish community's "profound preoccupation" over the possibility of a PLO 
office being installed in Brazil because they anticipate that it would create "a 
climate of total insecurity." The leaders expressed their desire that the Presi
dent prevent the installation of an office and stop the activity of the PLO repre
sentative, who had been working unofficially, because both threaten the destruction 
of "a tradition of more than 400 years of fraternal harmony among Brazilians of 
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Arab and Jewish descent" and would establish a "permanent climate of national 
strife." 

Brazilian officials were angered by Sawan 's role in o'rganizing a p.iblic demon
stration against the establishment . of formal diplomatic relations between Isra~l 
and Egypt. The PLO representative and the Ambassadors of Libya and Iraq led a• 
group of 500 demonstrators on a ~rotest march against the Egyptian Embassy in 
Brasilia. A special riot . untt· :was called out and t.he police sealed off the Embassy 
area. The respected daily Jor~al. do Brasil denounced the de100nstration as a 
lamentable incident which '~could have degenerated into violence endangering the 
immunity of foreign diploma.ts." 

Sa.van wrote a booklet, "Mena.hem Begin: History of a Terrorist" which was so 
offensive that the Brazilian government forbade its distribution. Nonetheless, 
Sawa.n distributed copies to university students. Israel's Ambassador described the 
book as ":pure and simple anti-Semitic propaganda in the style of a certain great 
European power" and demanded that Itama.raty take "adequate measures" against the 
PLO representative. The attack on Begin resulted in Itamaraty warning Sawan and 
the Arab League office that they face possible expulsion for violating Brazilian 
law by publishing a book which is offensive to the head of a friendly state. 

Sawan has ma.de inroads among Brazilian politicians, as well as university and 
labor circles. He organized a Parliamentary League for Arab-Brazilian Friendship 
i.~ the Federal Chamber of Deputies. Nearly 100 members of the Brazilian Congress 
have joined the League, which in December, 1981 announced that it int~nded to 
become a parliamentary bloc. 

The primary focus of opposition t'o . the PLO is among the Brazilian military who 
are aware that the PLO has long used Brazil as a base for subversion in Brazil and 
other countries of Latin America. 

The Jerusalem-based correspondent for O Esta.do de Sao Paulo reported that 
Rubkhai Haloum arrived in Brazil in 1970 with an Algerian diploma.tic passport. 
From his Brazilian base, he quickJ.Y. established contacts with the Tupe.maros of 
Uruguay and the Montoneros of Argentina, offering those terrorists training in PLO 
camps _. in the Middle East in ex6hange for their collaboration with Palestinian 
terrorfsts in Latin America. His actions that year led to the Palestinian terror
ists' attack on the :_Israeli Consulate in Paragu~ and a grenade attack against the 
Honorary Consul of Israel in Guatemala. Dutch authorities subsequently detained 
Haloum -in Amsterdam as he boa.r.d~ an airliner scheduled to depart for Brazil be
cause he was carrying a suitcase with "various cartons of explosives." Ha.loum was 
repl.aced by Sa.l.a.h Zawai who came to Brazil from Caracas. 

In Brazil, Haloum established a relationship with the Vanguardia Popular Revo
lutionary {VPR) group. The Jornal do Brasil of December 26, 1979 reports that VPR 
guerrillas are being trained in Lebanon. A group of young Brazilian militants of 
the extreme Left, members of the VPR, went through guerrilla training in the 
Palestinian camps belonging to the PFLP, the radical Marxist organization headed by 
Dr. George Habash. The Brazilian ~_p~r based its report on ttie Israeli newspaper 
Yediot Ahara.not~ which carried an article written by their London correspondent, 
Yoh&nan Lachev, who has good links with Western intelligence agents, and Robert 
Moss, an English specialist in intelligence publications who reports for The 
Economist. 
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Moss, vho :participated in an international conference on terrorism held in 
Jerusalem, has occasionally affirmed that Libyan and Iraqi diplomatic representa
tives in Brasilia are responsible for financing the activities of subversive groups 
in different countries of Latih America • 

• 
Yediot Aharanot reported that in 1977 the VPR concluded a tactical alliance 

vith PFLP vhereby Brazil's militants vere to be trained in its camps. The :pa.per 
also stated that the current PLO representative in Brazil, Farid Savan, is respon
sible for an elaborate plan_.1:~. promte training of young Brazilians who vould pro
mote a revolution in their country or vould follow ·the example of Iranian volun
teers vho Joined the Palestinian guerrillas against Israel. 

Salah Zawai, vho preceded Sawan in Brazil, laid a foundation for this by for11r 
ing a group whose initial activity was the collection of money and political mobil
ization in the Brazilian/Arab community for the PLO's activities in Brazil. 

Similar reports have ·emanated from other sources. In June, 1979, two Sao 
Paulo newspapers, 0 Estado de Sao Paulo and Jornal de Tarde, reported that Al Fatah 
vas using Brazil as a point of contact with Latin American terrorists. That same 
month, La Opinion of Buenos Aires reported that PFLP was working clandestinely in 
Brazil. 

A spokesman for the Ministry or· Foreign Relations, has acknowledged that the 
Brazilian government knew that the PLO had representatives in the country in the 
early 70's, but disclaimed any knowledge of their contacts with other terrorist 
groups. 

The Arab population is estimated at more than three million people, the vast 
majority of Lebanese Christian ancest·ry and not sympathetic to the PLO. In the 
beginning of 1982, the Brazilian· daily newspaper O Estado de Sao Paulo organized a 
debate on "The Palestinians and the PLO." This gave rise to a suggestion that a 
Committee for Peace in the Middle East be formed by Arabs, Jews and others 
interested in opening lines of communication among the various groups to minimize 
the antagonism engendered by PLO progaganda. 

Southern Cone Countries 

· The three Southern Cone countries-. Argentina, Chile and Uruguay - have been 
basically unsympatnetic to the PLO cause, in large measure because the military men 
who ·govern these countries view the PLO as a terrorist organization that poses a 
threat to their nations' securtty. 

Argentine officials have on various occasions publicly denounced ties between 
the PLO and Argentine terrorist organizations. In May, 1981 General Cristino 
Nicolai de said that an Argentine terrorist network, which authorities uncovered, 
had·been trained by the PLO in Lebanon to assassinate key Argentine government 
officials. 

General Albano Eduardo Harguindeguy, a.s Minister of Interior in May, 1978 told 
the Italian journal Il Tempo that t .b.~..re is no doubt about the connection between 
Argentine terrorists and other international terrorist groups. He cited the 
financing of terrorism by an "oil country" which gives money to the PLO who, in 
turn, divides it with the Red Brigades, the Baader-Meinhof group, the Montoneros, 
the ERP, and the Tupa.mares ••• " He added that the ma.Jori ty of Argentine terrorist 
leaders are exiled in Europe where they get money from Arab countries. 
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The link betveen the PLO and Argentine terrorists vas first brought to public 
attention in 1978 by Gente magazine of Buenos Aires. It published a photo of 
Yassir Arafat surrounded by Mario Firmenich and Fernando Vaca Narvaja, tvo key 
leaders of the Montoneros, the 1argest and most effective',Argentine urban guerrilla 
group. The magazine article entltled "The Profession of Terror" said, "behind this 
union and thos~ smiles, hundreds of deaths are hidden." · · 

In late August, 1980 Foreign Minister Carlos Washington Pastor indicated that 
Argentina might be. inclined· :to_._recognize the PLO if. its · leadership vere mderate • 
His remarks sparked an editorial' in ta· Prensa of Buenos Aires saying that "our 
country's attitude vith regards to the conflict in the Middle East was not alveys 
appropriate in light of the 'fact that ve know of the existing connection between 
the PLO and the subversive guerrillas, amng which are the Montoneros." 

Mexico and Central America 
Mexico 

During a Middle East tour in 1975, Mexican President Luis Echeverria met vith 
Yassir Arafat and promised him that the PLO could open an office in Mexico. The 
Lebanese Ambassador expressed the Arabs' gratitude by presenting President 
Echeverria with his country's highest medal and nominating him for the Nobel Peace 
Prize. President Lopez Portillo, although reluctantly, honored the commitment ma.de 
by his predecessor and, in 1976, permitted the PLO to open an office in Mexico. 
Reflecting the new President's wariness of the PLO, the office was limited to only 
one staff person, who was not granted the diploma.tic status promised by his pre
decessor. 

The first director of the office vas Marwan Tahboub, a graduate of a Spanish 
university. He vas replaced by Dr. Ahmad H. Sobeh, who made his first official ap
pearance at _the July 31, 1981 meeting of the Mexican Union of Electricians~ 
Official requests to add staff for the office have been denied by the Mexican 81JV
ernment, but the director relies upon the assistance of a group of "volunteers II to 
carry out the propaganda work of the office. Gloria Lopez Morales, who reportedly 
worked for the PLO in Rome, edits the magazine Medic Oriente Informa (Middle East 
Report) published in Mexico. Ikram Anta.ki, a Syrian born anthropologist nov living 
in Mexico, authors numerous articies that appear in newspapers. A third collabora
ter. is. Ignacio Gonzalez Janzen ;who visited Lebanon where he met Arafat and sub
sequently became a militant. He· wrote a book entitled, "The Palestinian 
Revolution." Among :.the others who help the PLO office are two "progressive Jews. 11 

The PLO office, in coopera~ion with the Association Mexicana de Amistad con el 
Pueblo Palestine (AMAPP), have used cultural events as the vehicle for spreading 
their message. To penetrate university circles in Mexico, the PLO has recruited 
exiled leftists, revolutionaries and radical intellectuals who found haven in 
Mexico. 

In May, 1981, the PLO supporters organized the "Palestinian Cultural Month" 
with four events geared to university students. Each was a pretext for the shoving 
of two propaganda films: · "The Palestinian People Have Rights" and the "Children of 
Palestine." The former film, produc.¢.. by the U. N. Permanent _ Committee on the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, has a definite pro-PLO slant. The 
latter presents handicapped children, claiming that their physical condition is "a 
result of Zionist aggression." 
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In June, 1981, there vas a seminar on "The Palestinian Problem" at the Acatla.n 
Campus of the National University. The tvo ma.in lectures were the "Historic View 
of the Palestinian Problem" and."The Palestinian Resistance." Once a.gain, the two 
films mentioned above were shown. 

In July, 1981, the PLO published large paid advertisements in several news
papers attacking ·"Zionist aggression" and asking the Mexican government to condemn 
Israel a.nd ban the sale of oU. t6 ,Israel. The PLO-recruited signs.tors of the ad 
included members of the lefti-st,.'-political parties, trade unions a.nd others. Four 
days later, another PLO ad called upon the Mexican people to join in solidarity 
vith the Lebanese and Palestinian people. 

The PLO has also targeted labor unions, and official a.nd non-official politi
cal parties, such as, The Socia.list Unified Party of Mexico (PSUM), which supports 
the PLO openly; the Socia.list Workers Party (PST); the Revolutionary Workers Party 
(PRT), vhich demonstrated in front of the Israeli Embassy during Yom Kippur of 
1981, protesting the Israeli attacks on Lebanon; the Mexican Workers Party (PMT), 
an unofficial party but a.n open supporter of PLO activities in Mexico. 

On ~uly 31, 1981, the Mexican Union of Electricians and the PLO sponsored a 
meeting attended by some 500 people. Mrs. Martha Tamayo, vho was then President of 
AMAPP, delivered an address in which s_he compared Prime Minister Begin to Hitler. 
PLO literature was displayed on tables at the meeting. 

The dissemination of books and other literature attacking "Zionism as Racism" 
is a primary PLO tactic. Among the books distributed a.re: · "The Palestinian 
Revolution and Camp David", published by the PLO in Mexico, "The Palestinian 
Revolution" by Ignacio Gonzalez Yanzen ·_and ''Meeting vith Yassir Arafat" by Ikra.m 
Antaki. The PLO office has also distributed literature of the United Nations which 
is favorable to .the Palestinian cause, as well as several. magazines. 

November 29, 1981 marked the International D~ of Solidarity of the 
Palestinian People. A meeting was held at the auditorium of the Union of Mexican 
Telephone Workers attended by members of leftist parties as well as representatives 
of countries like the Soviet Union:, -China, Vietnam, and of revolutionary movements 
like the Sandinistas and the Li9e~ation Movement of El Salvador. 

Nicaragua 

Nicaragua is the center for PLO operations in Central America and Pane.ma. 
From the sanctuary afforded the PLO by the Sandinista victory, PLO cadres using 
false passports have infiltrated the region, providing both arms and training to 
guerrilla. forces. This base of operations became even m:>re secure when, on July 
22, 1980, the revolutionary government granted the PLO formal diplomatic recogni
tion and authorized the opening of a PLO office in Managua.. This coincided with 
the visit of Yassir Arafat for the celebration of the first anniversary of the rev
olution, marked by proclamations of "revolutionary solidarity" a.m:>ng the PLO, 
Nicaragua, and groups fr.o~ such diverse places as Vietnam, East Timer and Grenada. 

While in Nicaragua, Arafat publie·ly boasted that the Sandinista forces had re
ceived military training in PLO camps. Sandinista leaders have also acknowledged 
publicly their long and close relationship with the PLO. Jorge Mandi, a Sandinista 
spokesman, told a reporter for the Kuwaiti newspaper Al Watan (August 7, 1979) 
about the Sandinistas' links to the Palestinian guerrillas: 
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"There is a long standing blood unity between us and the 
Palestinian revolution ••• Many of the units belonging to the 
Sandinista movement were av Palestinian revolutionary bases in 
Jordan. In the early 1970 's: Nicaraguan and Palestin:i'.a.n blood 
was spilled together in Amman and in other places during the 
'Black September' battles." 

Mandi gave specific exS:m:1-1-;s .of cooperation wi ~h Arab terrorists: "A number 
of Sandinistas took pa.rt in the ·operation to divert four aircraft which the PFLP 
seized and landed at a dessert airfield in Jordan. One of our comrades was also 
wounded in another hijack operation in which Leila Khaled was involved. She was in 
command of the operation and our comrades helped her carry it out. It is natural, 
therefore, that in our war against Somoza, we received Palestinian aid for our rev
olution in various forms ••• " The PLO reportedly trained as many as 70 Sandinistas 
in North Africa and the Near East from 1968 to 1978. 

The links between Sandinistas and the PLO were publicly proclaimed in two 
joint communiques in 1978. The first, signed in Mexico City on February 5, 1978, 
affirmed "the ties of solidarity existing between the two revolutionary organiza
tions" and attacked the only democracy in the Middle East as "the racist state of 
Israel." On March 6, 1978, in Havana, Cuba, the Sandinistas signed a joint commu
nique with the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (a more extreme 
constituent member of the PLO) declaring war against "Yankee imperialism, the rac
ist regime of Israel and the dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza ••• " 

The PLO has also served the Sandinistas by introducting them to radical Arab 
states which have become a source of vitally needed financial and military aid. 
One Latin ambassador called the infusion, of arms and financial support an "Arab of
fensive" whicn has no precedent in Central America. 

At the moment that the Reagan administration and Congress were debating 
whether to give the Nicaraguan government $75 million in aid, Libya announced a 
$100 million aid program for Nicaragua. This announcement followed the visit by 
Interior Minister Tomas Borge to _rripoli where he lavished praise upon Libyan Pres
ident Qadaffi. Libya is · also reportedly considering joint agricultural ventures in 
Nicara,gµa involving- ~ore than '$300 million. 

The London Daily Telegraph of December 2, 1981, reported that the PLO had 
loaned the Sandinista government some $12 million. It observed that this loan 
gives some credence to the PLO '.s . boast that it is "the richest liberation organiza
tion in the world." The PLO holdings have become so large that Arafat reportedly 
e n gaged a business con su ltan~ , a p r o ~essor at t h e Ame ri can Unive r s i t y i n Be irut, to 
advise the PLO on effective financial management. 

Algeria has shipped the revolutionary government as many as 30 Soviet-made 
tanks and large quantities of arms. During the revolutionary struggle, the PLO was 
a major source of arrru:; for the Sandinistas. The interception in Tunis of a plane
load of weapons sent by the PLO to the 3andinistas (U.S. News and World Report, 
July 23, 1979) was conclusive proof of a supply operation which U.S. intelligence 
officials viewed as part of a Russian .. scheme to use the PLO to - channel arms to 
other revolutionary groups in Centr~l America. 

The degree to which the PLO is currently involved in training Nicaraguan 
forces is "not cl ear" t he deputy direc t or of the U .s. Central Intelligence Agency, 
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Admiral Bobby Inman, told reporters in March, 1982. He said that reports about PLO 
advisors helping to build the Nicaraguan armed forces training them for the "export 
of revolution" had not been "confirmed with a degree of certainty." 

Yassir Arafat, in a January, +982 speech in Beirut, said that guerrillas from 
the PLO were serv_ing in Nicaragua _ and El Salvador, as well as Angola. · A Kuwaiti 
press report quoted Palestinian ~ources, shortly after Arafat's 1980 visit to 
Nicaragua, saying that Col. ·Mttt+a~ Hamadan of the PLO led a military training mis
sion to Nicaragua for instruction, in the use of Eastern bloc weapons. 

El Salvador 

PLO leader Yassir_Arafat has publicly affirmed that Palestinian soldiers are 
actively suporting the insurgent forces in El Salvador. The report from Beirut in 
January, 1982 triggered a furor aoong some Latin American delegates to the United 
Nations, who were angered by the fact that Palestinian pilots were serving with the 
rebels' Nicaraguan-based air force. 

Ambassador Mauricio Rosales of El Salvador sent a note to the PLO's United 
Nations observer, Zehti Labib Terzi, stating that his government and other coun
tries in the region were shocked and surprised by the report. He added that PLO's 
help for the insurgents violates international conventions against interference in 
a nation's internal affairs, and specif1cally cited the United Nations Charter. 

A year earlier, on February 19, 1981, the United States' Department of State 
had disclosed that the PLO and Iraq were aiding the guerrilla movement in El 
Salvador. According to the State Department, the Salvadoran guerilla leaders re
ceived $500,000 in cash from Iraq, a.nd •S,S.lvadoran guerrillas were being trained by 
the PLO. The State Department report also said that leaders of the United 
Revolutionary Directorate (DRU) met with Arafat in Managua., Nicaragua, on July 22, 
1980 at which time "Arafat promised military equipment, including arms and 
aircraft." The report also said that "a Salvadoran guerrilla leader met with Fatah 
leaders in Beirut in August and November and the PLO had trained selected 
Salvadorians in the Near East an~_Nicaragua." 

.The leader of .the Communist ·party in El Salvador, Shafik Handal, serves as a 
key li~~ between the ·guerrillas,-the PLO and other Arab radicals. Handal, whose 
parents : are Palesttnian immigrants to El Salvador, has claimed that others in El 
Salvador's 2,000-member Palestinian community are also in the guerrilla forces. 

Ha~dal has made numerous trlps to the Middle East and other regions. In 
March, 1981 he went to Be i rut where he met with Arafat and Nayif Hawatmah, 
Secretary-General of the Del'IX)cratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP ) 
the official host for his visit. In his quest of arms and ~inancial aid, Handal 
has el~o visited Cuba, Russia, Vietnam, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, 
Hungary and Ethiopia. 

Handal is not the ·only guerrilla leader to make the nilgrimage. In March, 
1982 Salvador Cayetano Carpio, head of the largest guerri~la group in El Salvador, 
Popular Forces of Liberation, held talks with PLO leaders in Southern Lebanon, in
cluding, according to PLO sources, Yassir Arafat and his chief military aid, Khalil 
al -Wazir. 
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The Salvadoran guerrillas have reciprocated the PLO support in various weys. 
In December, 1979 leftist guerri.llas set off a bomb in the Israeli Embassy in San 
Salvador, causing damage to the.building. The People's Revolutionary Army claimed 
responsibility for the attack, s~ing that the bombing was./ in "solidarity with the 
Palestinian people." According to ·the Associated Press, the PRA was ·~emanding that 
the El Salvador· military junta establish diplomatic relations with the PLO. . 

Costa Rica .... 
.. -·. 

Shortly before taking office on May 8, 1982, President Luis Alberto Monge 
announced that his government would develop an energetic and extensive policy of 
internal security in response to the growing terrorist threat to the nation. 
Speaking to a group of mass media executives, he denounced the existence of very 
dangerous groups "which can blow us up at any moment." He specifically named the 
Palestine Liberation Organization. 

President Monge also expressed concern about Libya's threat to the nation's 
security. Costa Rica's official National Security Agency (ASN) recently confirmed 
that young Costa Ricans, ideologically disposed to Communism, are being sent to 
Libya to receive terrorist training. The ASN reported in April, 1982 that, moving 
in groups of three, young Costa Ricans clandestinely leave for a six-month training 
period in Libya. The security agency also linked the Libyans to secret terrorist 
training camps now operating in Costa Rica. 

The PLO-Libyan threat to national security is a ma.Jor factor in the current 
review of Costa Rican foreign policy toward the Arab states. It is widely 
anticipated that the new government will mve awey from what one Costa Rican 
Journalist called the "universalist tend~ncies and contradictions of the Costa 
Rican foreign policy" under former President Rodrigo Carazo Odio. One significant 
measure was announced shortly after the new administration came to power - Costa 
Rica, traditionally one of Israel's most consistent supporters, will return its 
Embassy to .Jerusalem. 

The former administration's embrace of the Arab states was alarming to many 
Costa Ricans. This was reflected iri the nation's newspapers in late June, 1980 
when a San Jose daily carried the· headline, "International Fear That a PLO Office 
Wiil · Operate in Costa' Rica." The· stories broke on the eve of the scheduled arrival 
of an Arab delegation. The Arabs were reportedly to offer financial support for 
The Uni~ersity of Peace, a pet project of President Rodrigo Carazo Odio, in 
exchange for permission to open a PLO office. . . . 

Controversy was heightened when Ambassador Yamuni, Costa Rica's representative 
in several Arab capitals, told reporters that Costa Rica had officially recognized 
the PLO and quoted from what was purportedly an official document of the Foreign 
Ministry. Foreign Minister Bernard Neihaus was compelled to disavow the 
Ambassador's statement, saying ''We do not recognize the PLO ••• " It is highly 
improbable that the Monge government, its economy destroyed by high oil prices and 
its internal security threatened by unprecedented terrorism, will have any reason 
to do so either. . ..... 

Panama. 

Supporters of the PLO, under the banner of the "Panamanian-Arab League of 
Solidarity with the Palestinian People and the PLO" (LIGASOPOLP), are continuing 
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intense efforts to gain support -among the Panamanian people. The first Secretary 
General of LIGASOPOLP was Carlos Perez Herrera, a cousin of the late General Omar 
Torrijos, former commander of th& Panamanian National Guar~ and eminence gris of 
Panamanian politics. • ·· · 

Since the death of General Torrijos in 1981, there has been a diminution of. 
governmental support for the PLO •. With General Ruben Dario Paredes as leader of 
the National Guard, the government :-is now trying to unify the country and often 
stresses the contribution of vari"ous minorities to Patlamanian society. PLO 
propaganda, often anti-Semitic and directed against the Panamanian Jewish 
conmunity, is seen as disruptive and contrary to government policy. 

LIGASOPOLP operates out of a storefront office on the ma.in street of Panama 
City. Its principal spokesman is Salama Khaled, who is often referred to as the 
PLO representative in Panama.. The Libyan Embassy is the principal source of 
funding for the office, and is also responsible for the anti-Semitic propaganda 
circulating in the university and aoong trade union members. In 1981, the 
attendance at the three major LIGASOPOLP public events was very sparse. 

In December, 1979, the Panamanian Jewish community made representations to 
their government and published a full-page ad in the daily La Estrella de Panama, 
under the heading in bold letters: "WE DENOUNCE THE LAMENTABLE AND UNNECESSARY 
FACTOR OF SOCIAL DISTURBANCE IN PANAMA." 

The sparsely-worded ad made five points: 

1) A poorly-disguised office of the PLO has been established in Panama, 
spreading hatred, division and terror i11 ,the country; 

2) The activity carried out by that group does not defend any cause, but 
attacks, in a violent and dangerous lllB.nner, social harroony in Panama.; 

3) The National Government has permitted and still permits the various 
activities of this organization, of which the most prominent representatives are 
functionaries of the CentrA.l Govern·ment; 

· 4) ·, .. The PLO is internationally recognized for looting, causing pain and 
spilling : blood; 

, .) . The representatives of tne .Je\ol'ish community of Panama. will not remain 
passi·re in the face of these ugiy' and undignified deeds and situations. 

The ad concluded with two requests directed to the National Government: 

l) Eradicate in a definitive manner every vesti~e of the ?LO in Panama.; and 

2) Honor its public prornise to prevent the presence of the PLO in Panama., 
\olith the pur_i.lose of pres·er-ving national unity and social peace. 

Al though LIGASOPOLP is still fu.ricd.oning, it no longer en-joys support. at the 
highest levels of government A.S it did several years ago. There are no indic"'l.tions 
that the government wi'll formally authorize a PLO office, thus keeping its pr·omise 
to prevent a PLO presence in Panama. 
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Cuba 

The PLO first surfaced in Latin America in 1966 when ija.vana, Cuba, became the 
site of the First Conference of the Organization of Solidarity of the Peoples of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America (OSPAAL). Although Fidel Castro and .the PLO clashed 
on ideological lines at that conference, they soon worked out their di~ferences-and 
began a close cooperative effort which continues to this day. 

. .... ' 
By 1968, Cuban intelligence-'· ~nd mi),.i tary personnel were assisting the PLO on 

training missions in North Africa and Iraq. In 1969," Cuban national liberation 
officers were in joint train1ng with PLO officers in the USSR, and in June of that 
year, Cuban members of the training class went to Egypt where they conducted a 
Joint raid into the Israeli-occupied Sinai desert, as subsequently reported by the 
Paris newspaper Le Mende. 

Fidel Castro met with PLO leaders in Algeria in May, 1972 to discuss 
stepped-up coordination of activities. As a result of that meeting, the PLO 
undertook to augment Cuban training of Latin American guerrillas with specialized 
instruction in Lebanon, South Yemen and Libya. To further strengthen the PLO-Cuban 
connection, the PLO opened its first Latin American office in Cuba on December 18, 
1974. Since the PLO established its office in Cuba, it has been at the heart of 
revolutionary struggles in Latin America. 

Cuba has reciprocated by consistently supporting .the PLO in . the international 
arena. This support was publicly acknowledged by Yassir Arafat in an interview in 
the August 23, 1981 edition of Granma, the official Cuban newspaper. Arafat 
thanked "Cuba, the Cuban leadership, the Cuban people, the Communist party and 
government, especially dear Comrade Fid~l Castro, who supports us •••• They are on 
the side of all Just causes, with the cause of the Palestinian people at the top of 
the list." He spoke in the name of "the Palestinian people, the Palestinian 
revolutionaries and the revolutionaries of the Palestine-Lebanese Joint forces with 
which we are in the front line." 

At the "Fourth United Nations Seminar on the Question of Palestine" held in 
Havana in September, 1981, the Cuban Minister of Higher Education and member of the 
Central Committee of the Comnn.1nist Party, Fernando Vecino Alegret, gave the keynote 
speech in which he reaffirmed Cuba. Is firm support for the "heroic struggle II of the 
Palestinian people ~gainst Zionism and imperialism. Columnist Jack Anderson has 
described Vecino as· "Castro's spymaster and general troublemaker" whose agents 
maintain two guerrilla training camps in Mexico, one run by the PLO and the other 
by a Cuban Arrey major. 

At that meeting, a document - drafted and approved by consensus - urged that 
the United Nations maintain an increasing support for the Palestinian people. 
Delegates to the convention advocated among other things, making mre information 
about'Palestine available in Latin America and creating centers for Palestine 
studies in the region. 

The close ties between Cuba and the PLO continue. In March, 1982, Fidel 
Castro urged all Non-Aligned countries· ·-to show strong support -for the PLO. "It is 
necessary," he said, "that we Join the rooral and political weight of our voices and 
actions to prevent the U.S. and Israel from carryi~ out the destruction of the 
Palestinian people ••• " 
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A delegation of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine, led by 
Nayef Hawatmeh, general secretary of the organization, met with Fidel Castro and 
key members of the Political Bu~eau and the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Cuba on March 22, 1982.•- Those who accompanied Hawatmeh included Abou 
Adham, member of the Front's Political Bureau and Charaf Odeh, repr~s_entati ve 9f 
the Front in Latin America. 

... , . Andea_n Pact Nations 
Peru 

, ... 

Peru was the first of the Andean Pact nations to authorize the establishment 
of a PLO office; this step was taken on June 11, 1979. Many observers were 
surprised by the government's decision; there were no obvious benefits and many key 
personalities in the military government were opposed to it. The best possible 
explanation was that the PLO office was the quid pro quo for ma.king Lima the 
headquarters site for Arlabank, a bank organized with Arab, Latin American and 
other foreign capital. 

Whatever the motives which prompted the former military government to permit the 
PLO to operate in Peru, it is apparent that the current democratically-elected 
government of President Belaunde Terry prefers that there would be no PLO office in 
Peru. Last year, and again in March 1982, Peruvian Foreign Minister Arias Stella 
publicly stated that the PLO has no diplomatic status in Peru and will not be 
granted such status. He pointed out that the office had been authorized, not by 
the present government, but by the previous military regime. 

The PLO office in Lima is registered with the government of Peru as an office 
of information. There are many Peruviar;is who believe that the conduct of the PLO 
representative, Issam Besseiso, has not been consonant with the purposes of an 
information office, and that many of his activities have been improper. Last year, 
for example, Besseiso, Joined a group of Iraqi diploma.ts who visited the country 
and participated in a meeting at the Government Palace with President Belaunde 
Terry. This activity caused great concern because Besseiso has no diplomatic 
standing and his presence at the Palace was not previously announced to the 
President. Last year he met wit.h ' the then Minister of War, Jorge Muniz, and 
presen~ed himself as . the PLO Ambassador. In February, 1982 he announced in a press 
statem~nt that he had met with the current War Minister, General Cisneros 
Vizquerra. 

Hj,s presence in Peru is p~~icularly evident around universities and within 
political parties. Besseiso participated in the XVII Congress of the Peruvian 
Student Federation hel d in June, 1981 at the University of San Marcos. He has also 
spoken before union leaders at the headquart·ers of the Communist Party - Unidad, at 
the request of Communist leader Gustavo Espinoza. 

Besseiso has traveled extensively throughout the country. Last year he was in 
the province of Ayacucho where he met W'i th student leaders at the University of 
Huamanga. In Arequipa. he was designated "illustrious guest", an honor which only a 
week later was denied to Premier Manuel Ulloa. In Piura, his _presence and activity 
caused such political turmoil, that · it. prompted the Mayor's resignation. As a 
result of his visit, a "CoUlillittee of Solidarity with Palestine" was formed, which 
released a press statement which ended by claiming "victory to the liberation of 
Palestine and Peru from Zionist and Imperialist oppression." 
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From his base in Peru, Besseiso has traveled to Ecuador, Venezuela and 
Bolivia, in an effort to obtain permission for the establishment of a PLO office in 
each of those countries. His De~ember, 1981 trip to Ecuad9r, where he met with the 
Minister of Foreign Relations and ~ther officials, resul teci" in government 
authorization for a PLO office in Quito. 

According to .the Peruvian newspaper Oiga of March 22, 1982, Besseiso met with 
the manager of the daily El Qbi..ervador, Jose Gara.ycocha, and offered him a loon of 
several million dollars. It is~also ailedged that pr~or to the May, 1980 general 
elections, Besseiso met at t _he ' homes of Peruvian citizens of Arab descent with 
leaders of some political parties and offered them financial assistance from the 
PLO in exchange for diplomatic recognition of the organization. Last year, the 
Lima daily Expreso linked the PLO with "terrorism, violence and death" and 
denounced as "unacceptable blackmail" Besseiso 's offer of Arab loans and 
petrodollar grants if the country would "assume a favorable position vis-a-vis the 
Palestinian cause.~." El Comercio asked wey the PLO is in Peru and called its 
presence "undesirable." 

Ecuador 

Ecuador became the second of the Andean Pact nations to permit the opening of 
a PLO office. The. Parliament unanimously approved the PLO representative request 
in December, 1981, shortly after he met ·with its Legislative Commission on 
International Affairs. A similar request by two PLO representatives had been 
rejected in November, 1979. 

The parliamentary decision rray have been timed to deflate Arab anger in the 
wake of numerous reports, which were rec~ntly confirmed, that Quito is to acquire 
12 Israeli Kfir combat planes, with 12 more on option. 

Some observers interpret the mve as a signal to the Arab world that the 
aircraft deal with Israel will not lead to a change in Ecuador's equidistant 
position on the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Observers also attribute the· move to Ecuador's desire for expanded markets in 
th~ A;-a,b world, creqits with which to finance its internal economic development and 
the d~sire for diplomatic backing· in its unresolved territorial dispute with 
neighboring Peru. 

Ecuador, the smallest member of OPEC, has long had friendly relations with 
Israel and benefitted from Israeti technological assistance programs. 

Venezuela 

As the key country among the Andean Pact nations and a member of OPEX:, 
Venezuela has long been the focus of intense Arab efforts to secure authorization 
for a PLO office. The current government and both of the two previous 
administrations have been -pressured to grant permission for such an office, but to 
date, the pressures have been resisted. 

It seems unlikely that a new request will be ma.de until after the presidential 
elections to be held in December, 1983. The PLO will probably then renew efforts 
to secure an office, as it did shortly after the inauguration of President Luis 
Herrera Campins in 1979. At that time, a PLO delegation urged acceptance of the 
PLO upon Foreign Minister Zambrano Velazco in Caracas and, subsequently at t he 
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The Foreign Minister, in an interview puolished in the Caracas daily El 
Nacional of November 4, 1979, said that the government, sensitive to various 
pressures on the issue and wishing to avoid bringing the Arab-Israeli conflict to 
Venezuela, decided, at least for •the present, not to allow ·•!:\. · .l'LO office to open in . ., 
Venezuela. 

. 
Supporters of the PLO encouraged by the possibility of having a PLO office an 

Caracas, launched an intense and expensive campaign to create a climate suitable 
for the hoped-for change in pofi~y.' Shortly after the 1979 election, their 
telegram to the newly-elected president,- urged that Venezuela not become a 
replacement for Iran as the primary source of petroleum for Israel. The telegram, 
which was signed by fifty prominent individuals, appeared as a half-page ad in 
various newspapers on February 23, 1979. 

The Libyan government attempted to pursue a new approach in 1981 by channeling 
funds to the College of Humanities at the Central University of Caracas. With 
those funds, university officials attempted to purchase satellite time for a live 
T.V. interview with Qadaffi, who planned to discuss his Green Book over Venezuelan 
national T.V. The cancellation by the government of the Qadaffi broadcast seemed 
to deflate the pro-PLO efforts in Venezuela • . 

However, a symposium on the Green Book was held in Caracas between November 
12-15, 1981. It was billed as an international convention on demcracy and 
socialism. Sixty countries were represented at the conference at which free copies 
of the Green Book, in three languages, were distributed am:>ng the participants. 
The symposium did not receive the press coverage that was expected, and the 
participants took this opportunity to blame the lack of media coverage on Zionist 
intervention. 

Bolivia 

The Bolivians have remained firm in their refusal to countenance an official 
PLO presence despite intense PLO lobbying, with a stream of emissaries arriving in 
quest of a quick decision by Bolivian authorities. The Bolivian daily Siglo Ltda. 
of March 27, 1980 observed that "Bolivia has long been the object of attention, . . 
pressures and offers of fabulous economic aid in order to gain the opening of a PLO 
office .. i!,l our country." · · 

The: pa.per attacked the Arab campaign as one which violates the principle that 
"sovereignty is not merchandise which one negotiates or uses as an instrument of 
speculation, to intensify the o~fers. They talk of investments of hundreds of 
millions of dollars from the Arab vorld in exchange for this concession." The 
editor bases his opposition not on altruistic mti ves but on "larger interests" 
which would be endangered if the PLO gets its· desired center "in the heart of Latin 
America in order to repeat here that which it has done in various other i:e,rts." 

The editor observes that on a world scale, the nations that support 
international terrorism are those of the Soviet bloc, radical Arab states and 
Iran. He identifies the PLO as the group which has "participated actively in blood 
baths, usually of those who are innocent" and vonders what "m:i,.z:acle" has turned it 
into "a pacific organization" whose sympathies are now concentrated "in a 
suspicious manner on Bali via." 
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The editorial concludes with a plea to the authorities not to act 
precipitously because "Bolivia is a nation of peace and order and it must not 
convert itself into a center of •international agitation." ·'. ·. . ., 

That same editorial reflects the fact that the Arabs are offering economic 
incentives to individual politicians as well as to governments. "Various poli t.ical 
leaders, forgetting their Christian faith, have ma.de and continue to make 
pilgrimages to Mecca to obtaiIT:, _.ortce again, economic support for their electoral 
activities." PLO su1,1port fo~ politicians, ~rticula.rly those of the Left, is 
commonplace in Latin America. PLO dollars and propaganda are directed to 
university students, workers · and residents of the poorest sections of the cities. 
As in Venezuela, where PLO activists are also reportedly involved with guerrilla . 
groups on the Colombian border, they are linked with the continent's revolutionary 
forces. Business Week reported on May 3, 1982 that the PLO radio had said that Abu 
Jihad, Yassir Arafat's deputy, recently met with a delegation of Bolivian Leftists 
who are operating clandestinely. 

Colombia 

Su~porters of the PLO, in a concerted effor~ to gain public sympathy, are 
eng~ging in a major propaganda campaign. 'fhe PLO invited journalists to Lebanon. 
El Tiempo, one of the two most importa~t newspapers in Colombia, ran a series of 
articles on the PLO last November, stressing the suffering of the Palestinians 
based upon the reporter's visit to Lebanon. A popular television reporter who 
also went to Lebanon did a lengthy broadcast which included an interviev with 
Yassir Arafat. An ad campaign requesting the support of the Colo~bian people for 
the Palestinians and criticizing Israel was carried out in I3o~ota and other major 
cities, in March, 1982. 

There is ·increasing concern about the PLO-~errilla connect ion in Colombia. 
Colombian journalist Ligia Hi veros interviewed the "leader of Group 4" ( Senana -
Jan. 14, 1982), the Colombian arm of the Organization of Lr-itin American-Arab 
Guerrillas. He claims that the group, nov operating in all Latin American 
countries, also has members who a~e not of Arab descent, but sympathize with the 
Arab cause. Their stated goal is 'to achieve the union of the Arab vorld, in order 
to. (i,gqt_ Jewish and American im.i:ierialism. The guerrilla leader said that his group 
has ter.rori st training camps in Colombil:l.. 

Observers believe that Colombia vill not change its policy of opposition to 
the PLO. because of the terrori~t. threat at home and its traditional friendship for 
Israel. While government troops a.re now engaged in a vigorous and often deadly 
anti-terrorist campaign, a batallion of Colombian troops are now serving with t he 
international peace-keeping force in the Sinai, the largest body of troops from any 
Latin American country. 
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Conclusion . .• ~ 

In assessing PLO activities in Latin America, it is wetl· to use nnre than one 
criterion since the PLO operates at two levels: diplomatic and terrorist. To 
governments in the region, it represents itself as a de facto government of the· 
Palestinian people· and in this role seeks diplomatic recognition and authorization 
to maintain an office in each cap:l t.al city. At the same time, it maintains 
clandestine links with guerilla 6rganiiations and assists them in their subversive 
activities. 

Using the standard of the number of quality of PLO offices, it is apparent 
that the PLO has made little progress in the region. During the last two years it 
was able to add only two offices. At the same time, its Peruvian office has fallen 
into disfavor with both the new government and the populace. 

Very few governments in Latin America are prepared to accept the PLO as a 
quasi-governmental entity. Of the five that have permitted the establishment of an 
office, only two -- Cuba and Nicaragua - have accorded the PLO representatives 
diplomatic status. Their reluctance to accept the PLO, despite promises of 
economic benefit and persistent diplomatic pressures exerted on behalf of the PLO 
by the Arab states, is rooted in the nature of the organization. Governments in 
Latin America know that the PLO is a terrorist organization which poses a very real 
threat to their national security interests; they do not accept . the PLO as a 
governmental entity. 

As a guerilla organization, the PLO has fared much better in Latin America. 
Rejected by governments, it is warmly embraced by those attempting to overthrow 
governments by force of arms. Its agents', working in collaboration with Cuba and 
the international terrorist network with the silent sponsorship of the Soviet 
Union, have penetrated all of Central America, Panama and most of South America. 
In these countries,· the PLO assists the revolutionary and terrorist forces with 
arms, training and finances, and sometimes has its men fighting alongside them. 
Through intimidation, they have exacted financial support from many people of Arab 
descent who live in the region and ·-silenced those who are opposed to the PLO and 
its m~thods. • : . 

The '. PLO's principle objectives in Latin America continue to elude them. The 
Latin Am~rican states ·have not broken relations with Israel; even the revolutionary 
govern_ment of Nicaragua maintains diplomatic relations, although it has refused to 
permit the ambassador of Israel'tb present his credentials. There are only five 
PLO o ffices , far s ho rt o f the goa1 of a n off ice i n every capita 1. The J e wis h 
communities of the region remain strong and committed to continuing their relations 
with the State of Israel. 

Prepared by: 

Rabbi Morton M. Rosenthal 
Raquel Schuster-Herr 
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F.·?~J-/J~. 
THE ROLE OF THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION (PLO) IN NICARAGUA 

> 

Communism recognizes no borders. The communists see the Palestine Liberation Organiza""'. ·· · 
tion (PLO), like the forces of Cuba, as part of a world liberation army. 

It is not surprising therefore that the forces of the PLO, along with those of the evere 
more openly communist Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLO) , were de~t,ly 
involved in the Sandinista revolution in Nicaragua. 

In 1966 Cuba sponsored a conference in Havana of the Organization of Solidarity of the 
Peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America (Ospaal). PLO representatives attended and 
participated. 

• 
In 1968 a secret agreement was drawn .up between Cuba and the PLO under which Cuban 
military and intelligence personnel were sent to bases in North Africa and· Iraq to assist 
the PLO in training ·guerrilla recruits from the Western Hemisphere. · 

. i . 
By 1969 Cuban and PLO recruits· we:i;e bei~g trained together at Soviet military establish-
ments at Simferopol in the Crimea and outside Moscow. Officers of the Cuban Intelligence 
Service (DGI) took part in raids, into Israeli-occupied Sinai from Egypt. 

Castro met with the PLO leaders in Algiers in 1972 and they arranged to have Cuban train
ing teams sent to Palestinian bases in Lebanon, Libya and South Yemen where an increas
ing number of revolutionary recruits from Latin America were trained. 

In recent years the PLO has established offices in Havana, Managua, Panama City, Kingston 
(Jamai~a), San Jose (Costa Rica), Georgetown ('Guyana), Mexico City, Sao Paulo (Brazil), 
Bogota (Columbia), and Caracas (Venezuela). 

Many of the Sandinista leaders and fighters were trained at PLO bases in Jordan. Some of 
them fought for the PLO against Jordanian forces during the "Black September" battles 
when King Hussein expelled the PLO from Jordan. · 

Since Cuban forces are engaged in military activity throughout Africa and the Middle East, 
it is not surprising that PLO forces are active in Central America and the Caribbean. 

The first stage of the Nicaraguan revolution has been successful and a democratic regime, 
with communist participation, has been established. The second stage is the seizure of 
monopoly power by the communists, and this will come to pass when the forces the commu
nists need for this operation have been created. 

These forces are primarily: 1) The creation of a united militia under communist control; 
and 2) The formation of revolutionary block committees, similar to the Cuban Committees 
for the Defense of the Revolution to supervise and control the Nicaraguan people. These 
forces are being created under the. leadership of Tomas Borge, the communist Minister of 
the Interi6r . and we may b e assured that the forces of the PLO are playing a significant 
role. They will also haye their part to play when the second revolution comes. 

Forces of foreign· communists play an important role in protecting the communist leaders 
of newly conquered countries. They do not feel popular dissatisfaction with the leaders 
as national troops do since they have few contacts with the people. There is a language 
barrier and their families are far away. The Soviet leaders feel they can trust foreign 
communist forces more than native ones. During .the days of the Commintern, it was an 
operating principle that the top communist in each country must be a foreign national. 
This principle has now been extended to the military forces that exercise final control in 
a country. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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"' 
'enemy of the creeping RED machine is the U.S.A. A young farmer I know in a small moun
tain village does not know where the U.S. is on the globe, yet his communist comrades 
have convinced him that the "Imperialist Yankees" must be wiped off the face of the earth. 
That is why that young farmer has deserted his work as a volunteer Christian pastor in 
his village. The external encirclement comes about through the deceit of the Deceitful 
Masters. . . . , 

This external encirclement is not coming to pass only through power moves by the REDS. 
No, they use music, economics, friendship, poetry, theater, news items, and every aspect 
of daily life to seduce and deceive the Third World .• 

i 

Internal demoralization in the u.s··. ;ot only serves the U-.S. Communist Party, but it is 
magnified, distorted, and proclaimed to the Third World by the Deceitful Masters. Hence, 
though we feel we can fight commuriism with politics, foreign aid, and armaments, we must 
learn how they use every aspect of life in the world to rally the masses around Lenin. 
This series of articles will illustrate the daily life in the communist party and of the 
disciples of Lenin in a Third World nation. (It could be any one of them). 

The party here has recently surfaced after 50 years underground. The new above-ground 
activity includes weekly meetings which are held in regional offices all over the land, 
and are open to the public. Some have signs, while others are just a small door on 
the street which leads to offices, print shop, and meeting room. We often see the RED 
machine only as a bunch of hard-core devils bent on killing. But a typical meeting here 
in the capital begins as dignified as any church service--at least until the speakers 
begin. While we wait for the meeting to start, the 3- and 4-year-old children of the 
comrades are playing in the aisle. These children all know each other very well for 
they have their own Communist Children's Pioneer Groups. Quite often the meetings are 
attended by a 60-year-old lady who has to lead in her blind 35-year-old son. In the 
rear of the room are always the members of the communist youth party--a group of college 
students as clean cut as any dreamed of all-American boy. One of these told me a few 
weeks ago that he left his church to join the Leninists for he felt more unity and pur
pose here. Then up front near the speakers are always three elderly men in 30-year-old 
suits with their Soviet-style hats. Three men,who have accomplished nothing in life, 
but see the party as one last "fling" for power and self-esteem, are desperate opportun
ists. Another old opportunist is dressed better, for his best friends among the comrades 
are two college gals who sit with him each week, and look upon him as their symbol of a 
sage communist counselor. Everyone is .h~re for personal reasons--a longing for friend
ship, a search for power and esteem, vengeance against life, the need for a specific 
goal in life,. or just a need for cheap entertainment. 

~11 types of personal internal lures lead these people off the street, into this room, 
and into the ·Party. But, once inside, their personal selfish thoughts are coated with 
the Master's · brainwashing which brings them to believe that the communist goals are 
their own. That the Russians are the Masters in this plan of deception is clear when 
the meeting comes to order. The speakers walk in, everyone stands, they clap the unique 
communi st patent ed a pplause , and a " c h eer lead e r" in the rear l ead s everyone: "Long 
live the Bolshevik Revolution", "Long live the Soviet Union", "Long live communism", 
and "Down wi•th Yankee Imperialism". Here are these people who have been led to believe 
that Bulgaria's Communist Party defeated Hitler almost single handed, with just a l i ttle 
help from Stalin, shouting as if they were experts on the Bolshevik Revolution and 
I:mperialism! 

~ deceived Third World serves the Soviets as an unknowing human bomb which they plan to 
JSe to fulfill the dreams of Lenin and of every heartless gear in the communist machine 
·-the dream of destroying our American way. Each of us who cherish our freedom, our 
:hristian faith, and our U.S.A. can do our part to neutralize the RED machine's human 
>omb. The fact that the halting of internal demoralization will slow external encircle-
11.ent is the "Why" behind this series. 
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The early relationship between Revolutionary Cuba and Israel 
has been characterized as "correct" and "almost cordial, at the 
official level, 11 1 with Isra~li specialists helpi~~ the Cubans develop 
their agriculture and technology. In 1963 Premier Fidel Castro 
declared three days of mourning upon the death of Israel's President 
Itzhak Ben Zvi, and when Alg,erian Premier Ahmed Ben Bella responded : 
"whoever respects a dead ?s,raeli. in that way has no right to come to 
an Arab land," Castro cancelled a scheduled visit to Algeria, 2 his 
first important ally in ·Africa. Although some 12,000 Jews or about 
90% ·of · the Cuban Jewish community fled the island, largely for econ
omic reasons, ·a free and open Jewish life was and still is possible 
for the ·remnant of 1,500 or so. 3 

After the June war of 1967, the Cuban Government came under 
strong pressure from Arab and Soviet sources to break off its con-

· tacts with Israel. But Fidel · Castr6 refused, maintaining, according 
to a sympathizer, that "the· destruction of Israel was not part of a 
socialist program, as soci·a1i'sm was understood in Cuba. 114 In fact, 
ther ·castro,.'Govetnment:-adoptea···t:he···position - that it would not preak 
diplomatic relations with any c·ountry that had not harmed CUba. 5 

And this was confirmed to Gabriel Doren, Israel's Minister in Havana 
between 1968 and 1970. 6 Dr. Ricardo Subirana y Lobo, a Jewish sup
porter of Castro and self-proclaimed socialist-Zionist, continued 
·as Cuba's Minister in Israel. 

It thus came as a shock to the people of Israel and their 
friends all over the world when it was dramatically announced at th e 
Algiers Summit Conference of Non-Aligned States in September of 1973 
that Cuba was breaking relations with Israel. Not only is Israel 
the only country which Cuba ·h·as singled out for such treatment, but 
sin.ce . Algiers, Cuba has bee·n second to no o_ther st~ te in it.§_~~ £~~
sion o .. f unrelen.u...og hosti.lliy..s_ow·2 rds _Israel_and_of . tot~~- ~ U_P~C?rt 
for the extremis~ Erogram .of the Palestine Liberation Organization 
(pt,oL.:75 Beyond Cuba I$ political abnseof Isr,ie--r:-lts armeaf'dr9:efs( 
b..a~-s~_~e_g_~j,_t:; t'l_ smd trai_ne.9_ .. A.f2b forces and terrorist groups com-
mitted to Israel's destruction. 

This abrupt about-face in Cuba's policy, entailing the sacri
fice of Israel, came at a time of continued economic difficulties 
for Cuba and "unspeakable ... political oppression, 117 as confirmed 
by reports of the Organization of American States and various human 
rights agencies. 

Castro was no doubt anxious to divert attention from domestic 
problems as well as to spread his influence abroad. He was losing 
ground in . Latin America -- the coup in Chile which brought down the 
Allende Government was to come just two days after his Algiers 
speech -- and was looking for gains elsewhere. Whether the idea 
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to seek them among the increasingly influential constellation of 
mostly Third World states held together under the· rubric of "non
aligned" was his own or the suggestion of his Soviet patrons will 
perhaps never .be known. But it is clear that at the en·a ·of 1972. 
Castro incurred a major hew debt to the USSR, which he reported to 
the Cuban people in early~_January 1973. 

In a radio and television speech monitored in Miami, Castro 
announced his return from Moscow with five new economic agreements 
which he said offered "extraordinary" new economic aid to Cuba. 
Among the provisions of the new agreements were the following: the 
combined Cuban debt to the Soviet Union through 1972, including 
trade deficits and unpaid credits, would be deferred until 1986, · 
then repaid over the next 25 years at no interest; 8 the Soviet Union 
would provide new credits to cover Cuba's 1973, 1974 and 1975 trade 
deficits, which would also be repaid without interest after 1986; 
the Soviet Union agreed on the amount of goods to be exchanged 
between the two countries during the 1973-1975 period; the Soviet 
Union would give Cuba a new $330- million credit for the country's 
capital development during 1973-1:975, and this sum would be repaid 
as of 1976 at a "low" interest rate: and the Soviet Union agreed to 
pay until 1980 11¢ a pound for Cuban sugar, 2¢ more than the then 
current high world market price of 9¢ a pound, and $5,000 for each 
ton of Cuban nickel and cobalt. 9

J In return for this bonanza, the 
Cuban Government was re_ady to serve Soviet interests in the Third·: 
World. 

By June 1973 Cuba had begun training South Yemeni pilots to 
fly the then advanced MIG-21 -jet fighters that the Sovlee Union was 
supplying the Marxist oriented South Yemen10 as the initial stage in 
its p';t°an to win strategic dominance in the Red Sea area, vital to 
the oil supply o-t the NATO allies. 

· But Cuba's big oppor.'tun'ity to act as the Soviet stalking-horse 
came in September of that year at the Fourth· Summit Conference of 
Non-Aligned States, held in Algiers. According to The New York 
Times, Castro "acted as the strongest spokesman for the Soviet Uniort' 
and n.early wrecked the conference when he tried to stop states 
friendly to America from speaking. 11 

· The chairman of the conference, Presfdent Houari Boumedienne of 
Algeria is reported to have bee~ outraged. 2 Colo~el Muammar al
Qaddafi who, along with Boumedienne, is now one of Castro's closest 
friends in the Arab world, complained that Cuba should not have been 
invited to the Algier~---3..\lrtµ"g~ _t,_si_pce _s:u1>_g was.not non-aligned. 13 
Ironically, when challenged by Qaddafi, Castro adopted the Soviet 
policy of breaking with Israel in order to prove that Cuba was indeed 
worthy of membership among the non-aligned. 



- 4 -

power station in Cuba with an initial output of 400 megawatts and an 
eventual capacity of 1,700 megawatts.25 By 1977 Cuba was reported 
to be receiving from the U$SR about $3 million ~~r day, or about a 
billion dollars a year. 26 . 

While "these travels . and communiques are a clear indication 
of Cuba's stance, it is at :the United Nations that Cuba has most 
readily and consistently-demonstrated enmity for Israel and cham
pionship of the PLO, with its program of destruction for Israel. 
In 1974 and 1975 Cuba appeared as unofficial sponsor of the PLO. 
This special relationship was first evidenced during the 1974 Pales
tine debate, when it was the Cubans w~9 showed the newly arrived 
PLO delegates around the UN building. When Yassir Arafat was un-
able for presumed security reasons to. stay in New York during the 
night f9llowing his UN appearance, he flew to Havana, where he was 
warmly greeted by Castro. 

During UN debates there has been full cooperation between 
Cuba and the PLO, on procedure as well as on substance. During one 
deba'te in the Special Political · Committee of the General Assembly, 
the Cuban delegate asked that the entire PLO statement be repro
duced. This was necessary, the Cuban said, in view of the impor
tance of the PLO statement and because the Palestinian people were 
the "victims of Zionist racism and aggression. 1128 

In ~he debate on Palestine in 1975, the Cuban A.rnbassador to 
the UN made a particular point of fully endorsing the program of the 
PLo, 29 and chose to serve on a new UN Committee dedicated to the 
implementation of the PLO program. 30 

Following the failure· of the initiative outlined in the 
Ma,rch _. 197 5 Havana Declaration of the 17 member Steering Comrni t tee 
of the Non-Aligned States to take "punitive measures against Israel 
including dismi~sal from the UN,"31 the Cubans were particularly 
active over the sum.mer and fall of 1975 in the move to have the UN 
endorse th~ PLO Covenant provision that equates Zionism with racial 
discrimination. They were among the only three non-Arabs to sponsor 
the resolution, and it is said, although it cannot be documented, 
that a Cuban assisted the PLO in drafting the text. In the General 
Assembly the Cuban Ambassador quoted approvingly from the text of 
the Political Declaration of the 5th Ministerial Conference of Non
Aligned States held -in Lima, Peru in August 1975. That Conference 
"most severely" condemned Zionism "as a threat to ~orld peace and 
security" and called upon all ·countri2s to oppose Zionism as a 
"racist and imperialistic ideology. 113 2 

In the Security Council debate on Entebbe in July 1976, Cuba 
condemned Israel's rescue mission as a "flagrant violation" of the 
UN Charter, as a "criminal violation of the sovereignty and terri-
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torial integrity of an independent and non-aligned country," as an 
"intolerable affront to international peace and security" and "as a 
pa ten tly aggressive and bl$:lody act." Israel's .action, the Cubcal' 
representative declared, was "consistent with the traditional ag
gressive and racist policy of the Government of Israel~" - Cuba c~:m
demned the "official terrorism practiced by Israel" and called on 
the Security Council to condemn the Jewish State and request "that 
Israel indemnify Uganda" t 'ar the damages caused. 0 33 

In 1976 Cuba toned down its statements on Israel in line with 
the Arab policy of creating a facade of moderation. But in the 
spring of 1977, Premier Castro's joint communiques from Africa were 
evidence of a return to Cuba's unrestrained hostility. 

Has the sacrifice of Israel paid off for Castro in his bid 
for leadership of the Third World radicals? It appears so. From 
an isolated position at the Algiers Conference, Cuba has gone on to 
host the Steering Committee of the Non-Aligned States in 1975, and 
in 1976 a UN sponsored seminar on liberation in Africa 34 -- which 
also managed to condemn Israel. · Most important, Moscow's reliable 
client will play host in Havana in 1979 to the next summit meeting 
of non-aligned states. 

At the same time, Castro's new devotion to the worst enemies 
of Israel has raised questions among progressive forces, liberals 
and men of .good will regarding his commitment to Cuba's revolu
tionary principles. In 1967 Cuba's UN Ambassador condemned "any 
political proclamation whose aim is the annihilation of any people 
or state •.• " and Castro hi.inself declared that he was "shocked" by 
the "lack of revolutionary principles" as disclosed in Arab propa
ganda. "True revolution9r ,ies, 11 he noted "never threaten a whole 
country with extinction. We have spoken out clearly against Israel's 
policy, but we q_o not deny her right to exist l " 3 5 

It would appear th,t Premier Castro is no longer shocked by · 
extremist PLO propaganda which denies the legitimacy of the Jewish 
State. Most recently, at the May 1977 session of the UN Economic 
and Social Council, the Cuban representative was the only ncn-Arab 
League dele gate to demand that the anti-Semitic UN resolution equat
ing Zionism with racism be included on the agenda of a UN sponsored 
wcrld conference on racism scheduled for 1978. 

Premier Castro, who onc.e. refused to permit others to define 
Cuba ' s national and revolutionary objectives, has proved faithless 
to this deterrnina ti.on. The man who once declared that his revolu
tion would be "as Cuban as the palm tree 11 has allowed the enemies 
of the Jewish State to undermine its native roots. 

# 
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[hf;~, ·PLO Is At Work Subverting Latin America 
By BELDEN BELL 

,,. 

,-,l{--r--- ~-- -.·-
11·1; -:ill . ~- \..::::> 

, . 

.. ·. 
1· '-

U,1i I ~=\L=~~:_"'~,::: 
........ - ' :.; ·. ~ ... . 

~ ,::,. , . . 
p. : :: _,.-

. ·.~;~:·~ "' 
, . . . ,. ,_..,-,·r 

fidi .. 1.~:, . 
'•< - <· " • 

A _,._,....___,Ad 

Violent uprisings continue to break out in Nicaragua as leftists attempt to oust Jhe Somoza-1ed government. 

.-\s :..av age fighting raged across N ica
ragua in recent weeks. almost all em
phasi:. on the subject of "outside" sup
port for the FSLN or Sandinista guer
rillas has focused on Communist Cuba. 
.-\nd. certainly. the hemispheric proxim
itv 0f Fidel Castro's world-terrorist
e.~porting police state would encourage 
such an emphasis . Castro, indeed, has 
a major ax to grind with the pro-U.S. 
government of Nicaraguan President 
Anastasio Somoza. 

Nicaragua. under the leadership of 
the Somoza family. has long enjoyed a 
reputation as a major anti-Marxist bas
tion in Latin America. Nicaragua sup
ported American military efforts to un
horse the Marxist Arbenz regime in 
Guatemala and offered a staging ground 
for the later-disa'snous Bay of Pigs inva
sion of the Cuban mainland. 

Castro's retal·iation has taken the 
form of providing training. weapons. 
dollars and finally sanctuary for the 
Sandinista terrorists operating across 
~icaraguan borders. Radio Havana 
has on many occasions openly con
tirmed its support of the guerrillas oper
ating to overthrow the constitutionallv 
elected government of Nicaragua and 
terrorists released from Nicaraguan 
jails in exchange for hostages kidnapped 
at gunpoint by the "Frente" have de
manded safe passage to a Cuban sanc
tuary. 

.'vfr Be/1 ,s 1he Leg,rlative Director of 1he Re
publican S 1udr Committee. 

With this natural focus on the 
.. Cuban connection,. underlying 
current attempts to overthrow the 
Nicaraguan government, another 
critical international development 
has gone virtually unnoticed by the 
media-the emergence of a strong 
PLO sup:>ort bas~ for the Sandinis
tas. 

The world press gained an inkling of 
this new. unholy a!Jiance in early Feb
ruary 1978. when the Nicaraguan FSLN 
delegate to Cuba. Jose Benito Escobar 
( subsequently killed July 15 while re
sisting a, rest in the terrorist ''hotbed" 
city of Esteli after clandestinely enter
ing Nicaragua from Cuba) joined with 
his PLO counterpart in a historic com
munique from Mexico City . 

In tnis _' February 5 communique. Es
cobar. on behalf of the FSLN and 1s
sam Sli of the Democratic Front for the 
liberation of Palestine emphasized "the 
bonds of solidarity which exist between 
the two' revolutionary organizations .. 
and condemned U.S. "imperialism" for 
support ing Israel and Nicaragua. 

On February I ! the Guatemala 
morning newspaper, La Nacion. re
ported that .. Palestinian elements have 
offered to fight at the side of Nicara
guan guerrillas against the Anastasio 
Somoza regime." In the N aci6n report 

1
the FSLN reportedly warned that "just 

las Somoza hired mercenaries the FSLN 
r uernl !.as ... h2.)l.C...O ff ers ~rom-t-11e-~-!e-st-i-r:ie
I. iberation Front." 

The Mexico City communique. which 
condemned the "racist State of Israel." 
was released at the Continental Confer
ence of Latin America and the Carib
bean for Peace. Sovereignty and Eco
nomic Independence; a body supported 
by Moscow 's international "peace and 
disarmament organ." the World Peace 
Council. operated directly by the Com
munist Party Central Committee and 
the KGB . 

Following Escobar 's death in Ju lv. 
the new FSL;'-. delegate to Havana. 

/ Hum2n £vents / NOVEMBER 25. 1978 

Mauro Acosta, participated in the Sol
idarity Confer·ence for the Peoples of 
Africa and Asia " . .. in their fight 
against Zionism and apartheid .' ' The 
conference was held in Addis Ababa. 
Ethiopia. 

This now-established PLO link to the 
Sandinistas is just one of many contacts 
worldwide between Palestinian !Houos 
and other members of the transnition.al 
terrorist and revolutionarv movements · 
which include the Japanes·e Red Army. 
responsible for the Lod Airport mas
sacre. the German Baader-Meinhoff 
group. which aided the PLO in the 1972 
Munich horror. and the Czech secret 
police which helped the PLO assas
sinate Jewish leader Charles Jordan in 
Prague in 1967. 

As in the case 0f Fidel Castro and his 
Communist Cuban re!!ime . there is an 
explanation for the str;ng interest of an 
Arab terrorist organization in a1dir11! 
the overthrow of a small. Latin Am.:r-
ican government a hemisphere aw::i. y 
from the troubled sands of the Middk 
East. 

Currently. Israel has reportedly been 
selling military arms to various Lat in 
American governments who have been 
cut off from U.S . and other free wor ld 
sources . Limited aid and economic pro
grams also exist between the Jewish 
state and several hemispheric govern
ments. including that of Nicaragua . 

In contemporary circumstances. 
:"licaragua has responded by sup
porting Israel in the l! niced :'-I ation~ 
and other international forums. The 
:\1anagua government was one of a 
small bloc of nations which voted 
against the resolution condemning 
Zionism as a type of .. racism." 

To understand the origins of PLO 
hatred for Nicaragua we must move 
back a few decades in historv to the 
time of Israel's birth as a s·overeign 
nation . .-\n interesting chapter in the 

(Continued onpa~e / 9) 
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evt"nts leading to that successful nation
hood m;e described in a book written by 
the tbmooyant mayor of Jerusalem, 
T~ddy Kollek with the assistance of his 
son. Amos Kollek. Recording these 
momentous events in For Jerusalem. A 
Life. Kollek details the enormous threat 
faced by the soon-to-be created new 
nation of Israel from hostile neighbor
ing Arab states. 

Clearly. though the Jewish Agency 
possessed adequate financial resources 
to purchase a sufficient defense system. 
the nqt-yet-official state of Israel could 
not legally purchase arms to prevent an 
anticipated Independence Day attack. 
The requirement was to find a country 
willing to purchase arms for Israel 
under its own name but with money 
supplied by Israel's friends. The coun
try which finally agreed to take this 
considerable political risk was Nica
ragua. 

President Somoza. father of Nica
ragua's present leader, provided letters 
to Nicaraguan envoys in key European 
nations authorizing arms purchases and 
the transportation of these weapons to 
shipping ports . Vital Nicaraguan pass
ports were also provided Kollek and the 
Israeli agent doing the actual purchas
ing . The Nicaraguan letters covered 
some S3 million worth of machinery 
and arms which represented a consid
erable sum at that time. Wrote Kollek: 

"Somoza . .. had to sign the letters. 
It "as a perfectly honorable deal, 
perfectly proper. They couldn't imagine 
anyone doing otherwise but they coop
erated because of their strong basic 
sympathy to our cause. Our agreement 
inciuded the understanding that Nica
ragua would vote for Israel in the U. N. 
whenever the occasion arose. a point to 
which they pledged themselves out of 
genuine conviction (and indeed, Nica
;agua has remained a true friend of 
Israel over the years)." 

- -

At least one direct connection be
tween the PLO and the FSLN was es
tablished nearly a decade ago when one 
FSLN terrorist, Pedro Arauz Palacios, 
a convicted murderer, kidnapper and 

· robber, was provided with Cuban inten
sive guerrilla warfare training after hi
jacking a Nicaraguan airliner in No
vember 1969. After leaving Cuba in 
1970. Arauz, according to later court
room testimony from captured FSLN 
guerrillas. traveled to other Arab coun
tries and received additional guerrilla 
training from the Al-Fatah. 

In add~ion to Arauz, two other 
prominent Sandinista "hit-men" have 
apparently received AI-Fatah terrorist 
training. Thomas Borge; the sole sur
viving founder of the FSLN terrorist 
operation, .was one of those freed by 
Nica-ragu~n autho.rities on August 24 
in response to the FSLN attack on tlie 
National Palace in Managua. Borge 
subsequently received a hero's welcome 
in Cuba where he arrived on September 
25, via Panama. Borge, a convicted 
murderer. had earlier received guerrilla 
training in Cuba and was a confidant of 
Eden Pastora, the notorious "Com
andante Cero" who led the attack on 
the National Palace. 

During his trial. Borge confirmed 

Contreras, too, received a hero's 
welcome and was introduced as the 

"man who will one day impose a Com
munist regime on Nicaragua." Con
treras' dreams of glory were interrupted 
when he returned to Nicaragua in 1976 
and was shot and killed while resisting 
arrest. Contreras' "classmate" in the 
Al-Fatah terrorist training program, 
Pedro Arauz, was killed the following 
year in a shoot-out with the National 
Guard. 

Borge, a star AI-Fatah pupil, cur
rently travels with impunity between 
Cuba, Venezuela, Panama, Costa Rica 
and Mexico. 

Co'lo"mbian Marxist terrorists, the so
called "M-19 Movement," have been 
closely associated·with the PFLP (Pop
ular Front for the Liberation of Pales
tine) and on May I 0, 1978, kidnapped 
the Nicaraguan ambassador in Bogota 
in what may prove:to be the first actual 
act of "transnational terrorism" in 
which the FSLN-PLO Latin American 
operation have carried off a concerted 
act. 

Columnist Joseph Weisburg, writing 
for the July 13, 1978, edition of The 
Jewish Advocate discusses the 
Sandinista-PLO alliance and reports on 
the Kollek historical observations . 
Concludes W eisburg: 

earlier AI-Fatah training for himself ' "This loyal relationship [by Nicara
and other Sandinistas. According to , gua] to Israel could well be a factor in 
Borge·s testimony. contact with Al- the announcement several months ago 
Fatah was maintained through a Paris of the joining of forces of the PLO with 
connection, Francisco Rosales. the FSLN of Nicaragua to wage war 

Another AI-Fatah "trainee.. was 
Eduardo Contreras who was to lead the 
1974 Christmas assault on the home of 
a former Nicaraguan cabinet minister 
in which three persons were gunned 
down by the attackers and 41 held hos
ta2e. In that instance, the terrorists 
negotiated a cash ransom, release of 14 
imprisoned fellow terrorists and an air
craft to fly them to Cuban sanctuary. 

on U.S . imperialism. the 'racist' state 
of Israel and the Somoza government . 

"The two terrorist organizations have 
also formed common cause in the fight 
against the governments of El Salvador. 
Guatemala and other anti-Communist 
regimes in Latin America. 

"Jews of the world are well aware of 
who are the enemies of Israel. It is 
equally important that they shou ld 
know who are her fr iends. ·· 

It is thus apparent that the strong 
friendship and history of cooperation 
between the governments of Nicaragua 
and Israel have reaped serious conse
quences for both states . Allied against 
both are the increasingly combined 
resources of the Communist and PLO 
terrorist "granaries." Nicaragua ·s 
ultimate "sin.'' of course. in the eves of 
both enemies. is her strong ti~s of 
friendship to the United States . The 
U.S. remains the strongest internat ional 
supporter of Israel and still represents 
the major barricade to the world dom
ination - ambitions of the \1arx is1 
ewers--:-- ------ --■--~ 
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Nicaragu.an Statt1s as Israel's Friend . 
May Be Jeopctrdized by Latin-PLO Tie 

By MELECH DEN-MOSHE 
Special to 

The Jt'wish NewH 

~ 
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1 The embattled Central 
1 , American nation of 
1 Nicarab"'Ua has now become 

The PLO and - Rl:,,- have 
been trained by the Soviet 
KGB and their Cuban coun
terparts, the DGI, during 
the past decade, a little 
known facet of the Com
munist role in promoting 
international terrorism. 

A few days later, on Feb. is back in Havana working 
10, the Guatemalan news- with the FSLN. Another 
paper La N:i.cion rei,orted clue is the expanaing con-

1 the latest "cause celebre" of 
the terrorist Palestine Lib
eration Or~anization and 
its split-off faction, the "Re
jection Front." 

The appearance of a 
"PLO-Latin American 
Connection" has a great 
significance to Israel and 
her supporters which 
should not be overlooked. 
· Nicnra™has been ruled 

by the !::>omoza 1admy since 
the 1930s, often with an 
authoritacian~ay, 
l't b tne !lumber ,me tar~et 
of Communist subversion in 
Latin America. Nicaraguan 
Marxists, Jack Anderson, 
the New York Times, and 
the \Vashineton Post not 
withstanding, have vowed 
to impose a Cuban-styled 
dictatorship on their own 
country. 

Known ?.s the "~hndinis
tns" (the Sandinista Front 
f1'!" ~}:~ Libcrct~un uf 
Nicaragua-r'SLN), this ter
rorist movement and its 
Cuban-backed predecessor, 
failed miserably to incite 
the people against their 
government. 

Only in recent months 
, have the FSLN gained 

some psycholo~ica.l vic
tories through their acts 
ofterrorism and ffl.lerrilla 
wnrfar12 . . 

The FSLN, which has al-
. way'?- ha

0

ri the backing of 
Moscow and Havana, is a 
"transnational terrorist" 
group. that is, it has work
ing ties to other terrorist 
organizations around the 
world, including the IR.\, 
the 13a~que ETA and the 
PLO. In foct, nrnny leading 
mt!mbers of the FSLN have 
receivt'd· training in PLO 
cnmps in the Middle East 
and Cuba, inc luding Pedro 
Arau1. Pa lacios and 
Eduardo Contreras as was 
revt>a led by captured FSLN 
founder T0mas Borge. 

- In-l-e l-ligence sourc-es h,we 
placed FSLN representa• 
ti\·es at international ter
rorist mcetinf!S in Belfast, 
Dublin, and [.;.;bnnon where 
they met with the IRA. the 
Basque ETA, the American 
Indian Movemt>nt, and the 
Tupnmar".ls of Uruguay . 
Howevrr, the PLO hos been 
the common dt>nominator in 
each of lhc!,C meetings . 

The ·PLO has main
tained a close working re
lationship with ·such 
"transnationnl ter
rorists" as the Jc1panese 
Red Army (Lod /.irport 
m~ssacre), the Baader
Meinhoff Gang (a KGB
financed group th2.t sup
pQrtcd the PLO during 
the Munich Massacre); 
and the KGB-dominated 
Czech secret police, tht 
STB. The STB allowed ,, 
PLO assassinntion team 
to kill Jewish ,Joint Dis
tribution Committee 
leader Charles Jordan in 
Prague several years 
ago. 

Now the PLO .. md the RF -
r.ave rnov'=d iuto Latin 
,'\mcr1ca via Cuba ancl the 
Sandinistas. On Feh , 5, 
1978, the PLO and FSLN is
sued a "joint communique" 
in Mexico City which.ac
cording to Radio Havana, 
was to "emohasize the 
b1Jnds of solidarity which 
exist betwe-en the two revo-
1 utionary org,mii;ations." 

-i:'he communique at
tacked the "l'acist state of 
Israel" for its military and 
economic aid to anti
Communist Latin Ameri
can countries. for serving as 
an enclave of North Ameri
can "imperiaLisr.1" in the 
Middle East, and specifi
cally Tor Israel's aid 1..o the 
government of Nicaragua. 

This. communique was 
rele'.:lsed at a major Mos
cow front meeting called 
the "Continent.al Confer• 
ence of Latin America 
and the Caribbean for 
Peace, Sovereignty and 
Economic lndepen-

that "Palestini,m elem~nts tacts of the PLO in the U.S. 
have offered to fight at the with radical groups. 
side of Nicaraguan guerril- Intelligence sources re-
las against· the Anastasio port more • attempts by 
Somo-za regime." This re- members of the Baader-
ported-ofTer camejust /:'t the Meinhoff Gang and the 
time of internal turmoil in Japanese Red Army to enter 
Nicar<'.gua following the as- the U.S. and estnblish ties 
sassination of leftist opposi- to such terrorist groups as 
tion leader Dr. Pedro Joa- the "Weathermen" and 
quin Chamorro, which in similar groups . 
t1.rrn was follo'.Vcd by FSLN Just why Nicaragua 
acts of terror. should be a target of the-

According to La Nacion, a PLO is best explained in the 
clandestine FSLN com- autobiography of 
munique dated t!-iat "just as Jerusalem's mayor, Teddy 
Somoza hin,d mercenaries Kollt:k, ~ntitlcd "For 
(Green Berets), the FSLN Jerusalem." He revealed 
guFmillas have offers from that Nicaragua played a 
the Palestine Liberation major role in obtaining 
Front." No other details arms for lsru.el during the 
were available then. crucial period of its creation 

On March 6, the San- in 1948. Kollek met the iate 
dini!;t.is and the Marxist- Gen. Anastasio Somoza in 
led Popular Front for the Nic_::1.ragua 1..o plead faarel's 
LibHel.icn of !':destine ca:;~. 
(Pr'L?). lei b'.v I,fo5,:c,w- · · K l' k ..-.i.: .. oni,ng to o ,e , 
traine<l Navef H?.v,s.tmeh, "Somoza as well a;. the 
i11sued a · similar corn- foreign minist.-:r cooperated 
muniquc datP.lincd Havana, because of their strong basic 
declaring war on "U.S. im- sympathy with our cause. 
perialism" as the common Ouragreementincludedthe 
er,emy of both groups, understanding that 
arrainst the "racist regime of Nicaragua would vote for 
Israel," and against "the Isr:i.el in the United Nations 
dictatorship e,f AnaSt asio whenever the occasion 
Somozo in Nicaragua." arose, a point to Vlhich they 

All this ?Ointed to a pledged themselves out of 
new then~er o( c:rerations genuine conviction." 
for the PLO and foe RF 
with a distinctly "Latin Nicaragua has consis-
Americnn cou11cction." tently supported Israel in 
Bottled i.:p by event.~ in the UN to this dav , and was 
Lebanon, the PLO has one uf a handful of ,;t.ates to 
taken t.o a massive bomb- vote against the resolude;n 
ing campaign in Is,:ael cor:demning Zionism as a 
end ll ~hreate:ied terror form c,f racism. 
campaign in t.he U.S. rt In fact, Nicaragua gave 
hat1 also ~n crippled by the newly born country of 
internal factional fight- Israel military and eco-
in::t, strict 1mti-terrorist nomic aid to the tur.e of $8 
measures in Ew·o~, and million, a lot of money for a 
the attendant problems small country to give . Today 

Jsracl is repaying that 
of the Israel-Egypt peace friendship by suppiying the 
Initiatives. 

d government of N icara gua 
Thus Latin America an • h ·i ·t ·d ·ts 

h W H · h wit r:u 1 arv :ll , 1 - own 
dcnce." H was s~onsorcd t e estern em tsp ere weapons , de;pite th..,,e----"m"'i'-"-'-•------i 
by _l,~o.~cow's int :__rn_a,_ -- . · "'P t a n~--0f~--lea mg c aims of Jack An-
t!ona1 peace and dis- t1011s for_ the PLO anC\ its dt!rson that it is reall y U.S. 
armament" organ, the sympnthi:z.ers ~ tch mclude wen pons beini~ s~n t · i!l eg-
World Peace Council, on not only _t he ...,ubims :1. nd ally t.o President Somoza 's 
organization rcportP.dly Panam::inian government, i:..~ .,. 
run by the C.:ntrnl Com- but the Colombian Com- -~=ce.s-:...·---------
mittee o( the Communi!lt munist Party and the Somoza is no saint. nor 
Party ::ind the KGB. The FSLN. Israeli nnd Jew ish ctO('S he claim to N!, but he is 
communique wn1,1 sir,ned pcr~ona, as well _1111 phys1c:1l much better t hn n t he 
by the PLO rcpre!'!enta• objects, are log1cul targots planned Communist die-
live for Lntin America for the "PLO-Lntm Amen- tntorship t hat the FSLN 
IRHum Ali, and by Jo~ can Connection." . . have in mind. not to men-
Benito E 11 cohur , a One clue to th111 poss1bl tion their anti-1:::rncl, pro-
member or ~he Sundi.niat.:. si.if\ of :'~O t,.;r~.;t nre ~,,; 1 rLO ;,t.lnc~. brncl '.:nows 
National 3onrd. the fact that Armon d th ;,;; Ui~ United St..at.c.i doos 

Ulises Estrada, once Ci. • not. 
tro 's koy conto.:t to the PLO,-----

· • - -------- ----------------
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