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PLO-SALVADORAN TIES ARE DEEPLY ROOTED:

State Department
Letter

April 6, 1981

"Unholy Alliance"
The Jerusalem Post
A ust 14, 1981

Wall Street Journal

January 14, 1982

"The leader of the El1 Salvador Communist

Party is Shafik Handal. Handal's parents

are Palestinian emigres to El Salvador.

Handal identifies himself as a Palestinian.
Beginning March 18, 1981, Handal has been
visiting Beirut where he quickly met with
Yasir Arafat and Nayif Hawatmah, Secretary-
General of the DFLP, Democratic Front for

the Liberation of Palestine, the official

host for Handal's visit. He also met with
members of the PFLP, George Habbash's

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine.
On public occasions, Handal has stressed the
close relations between ''liberation move nts"
in Latin America and the Palestinians. In
interviews, he has noted his family's S
Palestinian origin and has claimed that

others in El Salvador's 2,000-member
Palestinian community were also in the
guerrilla forces."

"The leader of the El1 Salvadoran guerrillas,
Shafik Handel, is also the head of the
country's communist party (PECS) and the son
of Palestinian immigrants. He has visited
the Middle East many times and is in close
contact with <Qeddafi and the Popular Front

for the Liberation of Palestine."

"Palestinian sources said that the PLO relations
with the rebels in El1 Salvador are 'relatively
deep rooted' because the leader of the Communist
Party there, Shafik Handal, is of Palestinian
origin. His father is said to have emigrated

t 77 % lvador in 1921 from Bethlehem 1in the

V ink area currently occupie = by .sre 1.

Mr. Handal's Salvadoran Communist Party is

one of five organizations forming Farabundo
Marti rebel coalition that has been battling
government forces there."

(continued)
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ASsociated Press
Foreign Briefs
December 13, 1979

"Leftist guerrillas set off a bomb in the

Israeli embassy in San Salvador, causing damage
but no injuries. The People's Revolutionary
Army claimed responsibility for the attack
Tuesday night. It said the bombing was in
'Solidarity with the Palestinian people.'’

The PRA also supports other leftist guerrillas
which kidnapped South African Ambassador
Archibald Gardner Dunn, and are demanding

that El-Salvador's military junta establish
diplomatic relations with the PLO."

PALESTINTAN ARMS & TRAINING:

Congressional Testimony

February 25, 1981

"Communist Interference

in E1 Salvador”

U.S. Department of State

February 23, 1981

U.S. News and World

Report
September 1, 1980

United Press Inter-

national
January 21, 1932

Wall Street Tonrnal
January 14, 1.0

"There has been a massive influx of arms from
Soviet and other Communist sources. Radical
Arab states, the Palestinian Liberation Organi-
zation, and the terrorist Popular Front for

the Liberation of Palestine have furnished
funds, arms and training."

- John Bushnell, Acting Assistant
Secretary of State for Inter-
American Affairs

"The DRU (Unified Revolutionary Directorate

of the Salvadorean guerrillas) representatives
met with visiting PLO leader Yasser Arafat in
Managua on July 22, 1980. Arafat promises
military equipment, including arms and aircraft.

A Salvadoran guerrilla leader met with FATAH
leaders in Beirut in August and November, and
the PLO has trained Salvadorans in the Near
East and in Nicaragua."

"Now the PLO has offered weapons and training
to leftist forces in civilian-torn E1 Salvador,
where a U.S.-backed junta is battling
~jerrillas of both left and right."

"A report from Beirut last week quoted .0

leader Yasser Arafat as saying that Palestinian
soldiers were actively supporting the Salvadoric
insurgency. The report triggered a furor amone
some Latin American U.N. delegations, diploumati

sources say."

"While in Beirut last March, Mr. Handal said
about 2,000 residents of El1 Salvador =re of
Palestinian origin. 'I wouldn't be revealing
a secret if I say that there are some in our
reuvnlurionary cadre who are Arabs.'
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U:S. News and WOY1§
Renort
Sepc. 1, 1980

Associated Press
April 14, 1981

wgch‘;ﬂnton Pocf-
Jauuary 1o, 1502

"American analysts view the growing penetration
of Latin America by Arab radicals as a dangerous
catalyst for increased instability in the region
and event 1 emergence there of national
policies hostile to U.S. interests."

"Palestinian guerrilla chief Yasser Arafat in
a bitter attack Tuesday on President Reagan
vowed to support anti-American 'revolutionary
movements' around the world."

“"Arafat al » stressed a mobilization by all -
Palestinians saying, we will soon have to face
a strategic alliance between the U.S. and
Israel.'" The PLO called on Palestinian

youths several months ago to join special
training programs."
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The government of Nicaragua has refused to respond to actions
taken by Nicaraguan Jews, within the Nicaraguan legal systems, seeking
to recover their properties. More than two years ago, the government
of Nicaragua was asked by the Anti-Defamation League of B'mai B'rith to
clarify the status of the synagogue in Managua, list conditions under
which Nicaraguan Jews could return to theilr country and review the
status of claims against the government filed by Nicaraguan Jews.
Despite promises that the cases would be reviewed, no substantive
response has been received by the Anti-Defamation League on any of the

foregoing issues.

Prepared by
Rabbi Morton M. Rosenthal

March, 1983














































































RS AEIY [T

by Harris O. Schoenberg

May 1977

Dr. ¢ anberg ! the Deput!
for UN Affaii of the B'nai
Int :natiqnal Council.
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UN Document A/32/69 of 27 April 1977 /~—Hhar” 3 adde )
Idem. | ,

The New York Times, April 7, 1977 and April 9, 1977.

The New York Times, April 9, 1977.

TAam,

The New York Post, April 28, 1977.

Th= New York P~=F, October 23, 1975.

UN Document A/SPC.977.
UN Document A/PV.2398 of 7 November 1975.
See Harris O. Schoenberg, The TN pglackinian Committee =nA

1 Report: MNi .omacy or Narcsrr? | B'nai Brraith
InternationaL Council, lv/o, especially pages 4 14 6.

The New York Times, April 1, 1975.

UN Document A/PV.2398 of 7 November 1975.
UN Doc ent S/PV.1943 of 14 July 1976.

Th~ New York Times, March 19, 1 76.

Maurice Zei;lin, “Cuba and the PLO," The Nation, March 20, 1976,

p. 338.

















