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PEACE FOR OUR DM TION

The title, PEACE FOR OUR NATION, fills the top one-fifth of page. It is in heavy
outlined letters for coloring differently from the background. The campesino couple
featured in the get-out-the-vote brochure are seen in the living room of their modest

»me listening to a radio. The furniture is simple and on the table near the radio is
a crucifix that catches the eye,

VOICE FROM RA_.O: (In this opening statement on amnesty we will ca

only an ex pt from the official statement declaring amnesty for the
revolutionaries)

PABLO: Let us pray that this message will reach the minds and hearts of

all the people.

MARTA- Yes, Pablo, and lead our country to peace through brotherhood.

Page 2
Front Inside Cover

On this page we will carry the official declaration of amnesty. It will be printed on a
large scroll with yellow background.

Page 3

Panel 1. This is a wide scene similar to the cover drawing but from a different angle.
Pablo is on his feet and is turning off the radio (Click).

INTRODUCTORY CAPTION: The decree issued by the government of El

Salvador granting amnesty to revolutionaries is a milestone in our country's
search for peace. It should be a matter of serious tho' 1t for every patriot
anxious to see an end to strife and turmoil. ..

MARIA: Do you think the guerrillas will accept the amnesty offer?

PABLO: Why not, Maria? They have nothing to gain by prolonging the struggle

and much to gain by ending it.



Page 3 _ontit 1
Panel 2. Pablo is about to answer a knock at the door , Maria is speaking.
MARIA: I hope the people won't harass them when they turn themselves in.
We've seen much wo much bloodshed already!
DOOR: Knock, knock!
Panel 3. Pablo is seen with his back to the reader facing Ricardo, another campesino
about his age, and a young lady about 18 years old. Both have serious expressions.
RICARNO- Hi, Pablo. Ana and I have been listening to the radio news about
amnesty.
ANA: We don't understand, sir. Can you explain it?
PABLO: Please come in.
Panel 4. Maria is going out of room in the background. Ricardo and Ana are seated. Pablo
stands before them as he talks.
PABLO: Amuesty means to forget...and to forget means to forgive!
That is the key word: FORGIVE,
Panel 5. Ricardo leans forward on his chair and gestures pleadingly. He has a serious
look.
RTCARDN: But Pablo, you know that my son Jose went over to the guerrilla
side. When he turns himself in I'm afraid they1l shoot him or put him in

prisomn,

Panel 1. A close-up of Pablo who also sits.
PABLO: No, my friend. The government's offer of amnesty is clear: Nobody who surrenders

and turns himself in will be punished!



Page 4 Continued
Panel 2. Ricardo gestures toward Ana as he talks to Pablo. Ana has worried look.
ANA: Well, I'm worried about Jose. I'm afraid!
RICARDO: As you know, Pablo, Ana here, and my son Jose were engaged
to marry when he joined the revolutionaries.
Panel 3. Maria enters the room with coffee on a tray and approaching Ricardo. Pablo

replies.

PART QO: [ know...and I remember him as a young man concerned about our

country's long history of oppression and disregard for human rights.

Panel 4. A close-up of Ricardo with serious look. He holds coffee out in front of him
as he talks.

RICARDO: But his big mistake was thinking that violence was the solution

to the problem rather than working through the democratic process.
Page 5
Panel 1. This picture features Ana in a fairly close-up. She holds a cup of coffee now
and Maria has joined the group and is seated.
ANA: At the time, Jose really thought he was right in joining the revolutionaries.

But he's done some awful things as a guerrilla. I know. ..
Panel 2. This is a nighttime flashback scene in semi-darkness with Ana and Jose
sitting on a big rock holding hands.
v id recently he | away his ta ce

to see me. He confessed to a lot of things he was ashamed of. ..



Page 5 Continued

Panel 3. This is a wide montage with three scenes taking up bottom two-thirds of page.
The scenes show 1) A bridge being destroyed by guerrillas; 2) A crumbled transmission
tower for power lines and on road nearby is a burming bus; and 3) A big field of ready-
to-harvest wheat burning out of control .

lst CAPTION: "He told me of bombing bridges...

2nd CAPTION: "Blowing up transmission towers and burning buses, ..

3rd CAPTION: " And destroying food crops. ..

CAPTTON ACRQOSS ROTTOM OF PAGF: 'Jose knows now that what did

was wrong because it only hurt the people.”

Page 6

Panel 1. Ana talks as the three are seated. Maria has reentered the room and Ricardo
takes a cup of coffee from a tray she holds before him.

ANA: He's ashamed of his part in all that sabotage. He admitted it. He
said he'd like to HELP El Salvador--not HURT it!

Panel 2. Pablo now takes a cup of coffee from the tray held by Maria. Ounly the two ars seen
in a semi-closeup.

PABLO: Well, the best way he can help now is to turn himself in, surrender

his gun and come home for a new life,

Panel 3. A different angle featuring Ana, looking serious.

ANA: But will he be safe? The people have sufferesd. They're mad!

Panel 4, Ricardo is featured and “stures with open ilms.

RICAl )1 mad, too. Ana...but¢ his father I'm willing to forgive

Jose if only he'll surrender.

P: 5. A view of all the group, seated and lookii relaxed.
PARTN: Yes, Riacrdo you must welcome his return. Everyone must accept

all the revolutionaries when they put down their arms. .,



Page 7
Panel 1. This is a wide biblical flashback scene showing the prodigal son returning
to his father's home. Over his shoulder is a knapsack tied to the end of a long stick.
s father smiles and hold out open palms to greet his son. But at one sic of the
panel and in background is the other son who has a doubting look.
CAPTION: '"Lika the prodigal son in the bible who was welcomed back
by his father, we must welcome back our own sons and brothers. ..with
forgiveness!”
Panel 2. This is a fairly close shot of Ana now standing near the radio and reaching for
the crucifix.
ANA: But I want Jose to have a future, senor, a future with me in our
country at peace. That is my prayer!
Panel 3. Maria cradles the crucifix as she looks up at Pablo with tear-filled eyes,
Pablo has his arm around her waist and looks at her assuringly as he speaks.
PABLO: Your prayer can be answered, Ana. Amnesty offers an opportunity
for all the people--not just the revolutionaries--to know the real meaning
of peace. ..
Panel 4. ..is is a desolate looking area showing an abandoned small factory that has

been mostly destroyed by fire and bombs.

CAPTION: "There is much to be done. Factories have been destroyed

causing thousands of workers to lose their jobs and be deprived of necessities. ..

1
o I

CLOSING CAPTION ACROSS PAGE BENEATH PANEL: There is hunger

througheut our land. ..and innocent children are the victims. They must

fed!"
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Panel 1. A view of all four seated as the conversations continue. Pablo is highlighted
as = talks.

PABLQ: How different it all will be when the revolutionaries let our land

return to peace, for they, too, can help in the reconstruction. ..

Panel 2. A close-up of Pablo continuing to talk. No others are in view.
PABLO: Young men like Jose will have jobs and be able to plan their lives

and be masters of their fate instead of hiding like bandits with no future...

Panel 3. This is a big montage made upof five illustrations appropriate for the captions.
A spirit of enthusiasm and lots of action prevails through all the illustrations where con-
struction is underway. Workers in close-up are happy. In the land reform scene (sub-
caption 5), a picture similar to that on the cover of the get-out-the vote brochure show-
ing a young campesino and his family.

OVERHEAD CAPTION ABOVE PANEL: "With our land at peace, many tens

of thousands of jobs will be created...

STTR-CADTINN [: ", building factories
SUB-CAPTION 2: "...extending electric power lines to remote areas
SUB-CAPTION 3: ", ., constructing and repairing roads and bridges

SUB-CAPTION 4: "..,building schools and hospitals

SUB-CAPTION 5: "...and advancing the land reform program that will help

thousands of campesinos to own the land they work!"

Panel 1. Ana and Pablo are featured in this dialogue.
ANA: It's a beautiful dream, senor. If only--
PABLOQ: It's more than a dream, Ana. It can be a reality with the coming

of peace!






P: : 10 Contini 1
Panel 2. Pablo and some of the others are seen but with Ricardo the first speaker.
RICARDOQO: And [ believe the guerrillas will turn themselves in when they

know none of their rights as citizens will be taken away.

Panel 3. Pablo in a close-up alone.
PABLO: The amnesty decree is clear. (Here we will quote the specific

reference regarding restoration of rights)

Panel 4. A distant view of the group,
PART.O: That means that Jose and all the others will have the right to vote

and work for the party of their choice the same as other citizens.

Panel 5. Ana beams as she questions Pablo.
ANA - And maybe he can even run for political office. Right?
PABLO: Yes, Ana, run for office in free elections. Remember the slection

held in March of 1982 during which we voted for a Coustituent Assembly?

Page 11

Panel 1. This is a wide scene taking up top one-half of page. In it we see a long line of
voters, two abreast moving up toward ballot box in an outdoor shot. Perhaps in an inset
we see a young man dropping his ballot into a box.

OPENING CAPTION:"That was truly a free election with all parties invited

to participate and all citi: U I to vote. ..

CLOSING CA. ..ON: ", ., Mors than one million voters went to the polls

in a display of democracy seldom matched anywhere. The people showed

that they want democracy...and peace!



Page 11 Continued

Panel 2, A semi-distant shot from a different angle.

RICARDOQ: But some parties did not join in the voting. Do yod think th

will now that amnesty has been granted?

Panel 3. This is a close-up of Pablo.
PABLOQ: I expect all those parties whose real concern is the welfare of the
people of El Salvador to participate. Those whose selfish interests are

tied to a foreign ideology might not.
Page 12

Panel 1. This is a wide sczne, distant shot showing the group.
MARIA: Why would they refuse? Because they know they can't win at
the polls?
PABLO: Right, Maria. There ¢ really very few extremists preaching
Castro Marxism in the country. . .but they are the trouble makers. Their

only strength is in their ability to bring grief to others.

Panel 2. Ricardo has a scowl on his face as he holds his hands out before him.,
RICARDQ: El Salvador could never accept communism. We are a religious
people. Atheistic communism is contrary to everything we believe in.

3. )
PABLO: Nevertheless, Ricardo, all parties, including the communists,

will be invited to participate. That, my friend, is a real demonstration

of democracy.



Page 12 Continued
Panel 4. Ricardo seems to be thinking out loud as he responds to Pablo.
RICARDO: Yes, and the amnesty decree is very fair. Every man has a

chance to make a new start with a clean record.

Panel 5. Ana‘us a wistful look as attention focuses on her.

ANA: Well, I hope";élée.'s advantage of this chance and comes hor . ..soon!
Page 13

Panel 1. Pablo is in a semi-close-up directing his response to Ana.
PABLO: The choice is his, Ana. We know he loves his country, but has
he become a victim of communist brainwashing? That is the question.
Panel 2. Ana stands at window looking out.

ANA: Where will the guerrillas surender? Will they be guaranteed safety?

Panel 3. Pablo now stands near Ana and together they look out the window casually,
PART.N- Yes, Ana...by the church...

Panel 4. This is a picture of Bishop Rivera y Damas addressing congregation with

several microphones before him.
CAPTION: "Bishop Rivera y Damas has accepted the role of intermediary
for the church..."”

(T B ywill 1 ke a it on why 1

Panel 5. This is a different view of the Bishop speaking.

BISHOP: (In this balloon the Bishop will be explaining the Church's role.)
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Panel 1. Pablo smiles as he now talks with the others.
PABLO: I've got an idea, Ricardo. Why don't you and Ana walk over

to the Church and talk with the padre?

Panel 2, Ricardo and Ana smile as they go toward the door.
RICARDOQO: Great ideal!
ANA: Let's go!
Panel 3. From a rear view we see Ricardo and Ana walking up a little incline toward
a church ahead of them, A cross on the steeple is prominent.
NO BALLONNS
Panel 4. At the church door Ricardo and Ana are greeted by the padre who has seen them
coming.
RICARDO: Greetings, padre. We have some questions about the govern-
.ment's offer of amnesty.
PADRE: Glad to help!
Panel 5.The three are now walking through the empty chapel. A large crucifix is seen
~ ahead of them.
RICARDO:_AS you know, Padre, my son Jose went over to the guerrillas
more than a year ago.

PANRF: Yes, I remember him well, And Ana, weren't you and Jose engaged
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Panel 1. The three are now standing near the altar. The riest faces Ricardo and Ana.
ANA: Yes, and Ricardo and I are anxious to find out ‘how they go about

surrendering.

PADRE: W= receive them at the church and have them turn over their

weapons. ..

Panel 2. The padre half-smiles as he talks with Ricardo and Ana.
PADRE: I've had a telephone call from someone identifying himself as

a guerrilla, He gave no name but asked how he would go about surrendering.

Panel 3. Padre is seen from a different an; © explaining his role with the church in
serving as intermediary,

PADRE: I told him etc. ( This will be an explanation of the surrendering
of weapons etc, ). If appropriate it will be a flashback with the padre’s

narrative in a caption rather than a balloon.

Panel 4, This will be another view of the priest explaining the surrender procedure.

PADRE: This is the wind-up of the priest's explanation of how the

guerrillas can surrender.

Panel 5, The padre starts toward back to respond to to a lecud knock at the back door.
Ricardo and Ana stand near altar.

SO'™D FROM BACK DOOR: KNOCK, KNOCK!

1
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Panel 1. Jose, about 21 or 22 years old is at door holding his gun out before him as

the priest reaches for it. Jose looks serious, perhaps ashamed, and without a smile.
Padre is smiling as he greets Jose.

JOSE: Padre!

PADRE: Jose! Your timing is perfect, There are some people who you'll

be glad to see!
Panel 2. Ricardo is shaking hands with his son. Both smile, especially Ricardo, as they
are reunited.

RICARDO: Welcome home, my son. Welcome!

Panel 3. Now Ana leans her head on Jose's chest as they greet with a hug.

ANA: I was sure you'd coms back to us, Jose. I was sure!

JOSE: I had no choice, Ana. I love my country!
Panel 4. Ana is still in Jose's embrace, The padre and Ricardo both smile. Jose is
facing reader as he talks,

RICARDO: There is much to be done for our people. I can help. And I will

help...as a free man and good citizen living in a democracy!
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) EMBASSY OF .. _
UNIT™) STATES OF AMERICA

San Salvador, E1 Salvador

June 21, 1983

Mr. Malcolm Ater

Commercial Comics, Inc.

1500 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. -
Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Mr, Ater:

I have in hand your letter of June 10 concerning your
proposal to put together a comic on Amnesty. As you already
know from my June 10 response to you, I passed your proposal,
including the script, directly to the Amnesty Commission,
which is charged with administering the Government of EI
Salvador Amnesty Program,.

The Com...ssion's President, Dr. Ernesto Arbizu, called
our Political Counselor last week to express interest in
your proposal, and to ask further questions regarding cost
and delivery time. It was to be able to respond to these
questions that our Political Counselor phoned you.

Unfortunately, the same problem that has bedeviled the
Government of Salvador all along, financing, continues. When
informed of the costs, Dr. Arbizu said that his budget simply
was insufficient to contemplate expenses anywhere near your
quote., He also noted that with the Amnesty Program ending
Jﬁ]y 16, the project would prove impractical to implement at
this time.

I will advise you of any new developments. Meanwhile,
I appreciate your continued interest.

Sincerel ot
& Yo » 2 T

Chargé d'Affaires, a.i.
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TVMBASADA DE TLSALVADDE

QAE - 103 2358 CAL.TORNIA STRETT 0 V.
A - 020 NASHINSTON, 2.C.
May 16, 1983

Mr. Malcolm W. Ater
President

Commercial Comics, Inc.
Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Mr. Ater:

Thank you for your interest in continuing to help the efforts

of my government to strengthen its democratic institutions. On
vour recent proposal to produce '"PEACE FOR OUR NATIONS'", a comic
book designed té promote the amnesty law was indeed appreciated
by all who saw it in El Salvador. However, lack of adequate
funding prevents us from embarking in a project of such magnitude.
If you can suggest an alternative for such financing I will be

delighted to talk to you again.

Yours truly,

ERG:dma
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Lieutenant General
Daniel O. Graham
United St A 1, Retired

XXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXX

Dear Congressman XXXXX-=

As you know, the House-Senate Con: rence Committee on
the 1984 Defense Authorization .11 has wisely included $130
million in its conference report for the production of binary
chemical weapons.

Modernization of our chemical weapons 1s desperately needed
to maint in a deterrent against other nations using them on
us.

As Congressman William Dickinson has pointed out in floor
debate, "If Adolf Hitler 1d the Nazi war machine had not been
convinced that we had the capability as we did, they would
have used gas on invading troops at Normandy."

And in today's world, the Soviets have shown that they
will use chemical weapons wherever and whenever Soviet forces
confront an enemy without a chemical deterrent.

Already, tens of thousands of Afghans, Laotians and Cambodians
have fallen victim to Soviet "yellow rain" largely, because
anti-Communist forces in these nations, had no chemical weapons
with which to retaliate.

Clearly the prospect of U.S. retaliation with chemical

weapons is a vital deterrent against an enemy using them on
us.

lete every day. Part of our
nd nearly 90% of our chemical
weapons stockpile has deteriorated.

The fact is, we have allowed our chemical stocks to deteriorate

3238 Wynford Drive, Fairfax, Virginia 22031



t rough age and obsolescence to a point where they are no longer
capable of meeting the requirements of national security.

And not only do we need binary chemical weapons to modernize
our deteriorating chemical stockpile, but binary weapons are
safer to store than are unitary weapons.

Unlike unitary weapons which contain toxic chemicals,
the binary weapons provide for the formation of a lethal chemical
agent from nonlethal components by means of a chemical reaction
in flight of the munition to the target.

Binary munitions are there »jre operationally safe, free
from complex and costly production, maintenance and disposal
problems, and p¢ =2ntially more acc »>table for storage in are:
now deni to conventional chemical munitions containing lethal
agents.

Yet, it appears there are some members of Congress who
will go so far on this issue as to align themselves w: 1 1ti-»
liberals such as Tip O0'Neill, Ron Dellums and Ed Markey to
kill the '84 Defense Authorization Bill and jeopardize the
whole defense budget at the expense of chemical weapons.

On behalf of the United States Defense Committee and its
more than 86,000 members, I urge you to cast your every vote
in favor of the Conference Committee's report on the 1984 Defense
Authorization Bill.

Sincerely,

Henry L. Walther
T ecutive Vice President
HLW/t1l1








