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* % The Grocery Manufacturers Association of America condemns
the efforts of the increasingly Marxist government of Nicaragua
to subvert the efforts of its own citizens to establish a

free, pluralistic society providing for genuine political
parties, labor unions, and other associations.

** The Grocery Manufacturers Association of America also
condemns and opposes the long-standing support by the govern-
ment of Nicaragua for the Marxist insurgent groups in El
Salvador; this support includes the supply of war materiels,

t1 ining, military and political guidance, and the provision

of a headquarters and communications facility near the Nicaraguan
capital.

* In view of the above, the Grocery Manufacturers Association
of America strongly supports the policies and efforts of the
Reagan Administration to provide the appropriate economic

and security assistance to the coutries of Central America to
enable them to establish democratic governments and societies;
and, where necessary, to keep the Marxist-guerrillas from
seizing power. We also support the Administration's efforts

to control human rights abuses and to seek a just peace

through national reconciliations, and free elections.




THE WHITE + JSE

WASHINGTON
June 22, 1983

HMEMORANDUM TO. JAMES A. BAKER, III
FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey
SUBJECT: Polling Data on Central America

This morning, Dick Wirthlin briefed me on recent
trends in American opinion related to Central America.

We established that there is an urgent need to know
which arguments will be most effective in behalf of the
President's policy in Central America.

Dick is going to go into the field this weekend with
a poll and is quite willing, if you approve, to incorporate
questions that will be of most use to us, particularly with
U.S. groups that are our natural allies.

Dick says the sort of gquestion that would be most
useful is a "push" question. Attached is a listing of
my proposed sample questions.

If you agree that this is information that we need,
I would appreciate you passing your approval on to Dick
Wirthlin.

1 Attachment a/s




PUSH QUEf! .ONS

"If you knew ( insert ) would that
make you more likely or less likely to support President
Reagan's policy in Central America?

1. that Marxist revolutionaries in El1 Salvador and
Nicaragua have said their intention is to take over
every country in Central America

2. that El1 Salvador is closer to Texas than Texas 1is to
New York City

3. that the Marxist government of Nicaragua has confiscated
Jewish businesses and closed the last Jewish synagogue
there and that almost all Jews there have fled to other
countries

4. that the Sandinista government of Nicaragua has
persecuted many Catholic pri sts and organized demonstra-
tions to shout down the Pope when he recently visited
the country

5. that the Marxist government of Nicaragua has persecuted
most Protestant missionaries and shut down dozens ¢
Protestant churches there

6. that the Sandinista government has set up concentration
camps for their political opponents and for thousands
of members of the Miskito Indian tribe in Nicaragua

7. that the Marxist government of Nicaragua is systematic-
ally expropriating the businesses and farms of anyone
who politically opposes them

8. that Cuba, the Soviet Union, East Germany, North Korea
and other communist countries have recently sent more
than 8,000 troops and organizers to Nicaragua

9. that Marxist government officials in Nicaragua have
said they are willing to accept Soviet nuclear missile
bases in their country

L . Ly
Castro

11. that the Marxist guerrillas in Central America intend
to set up a communist government in Mexico

12. that 10% of the population of E1 Salvador has already
fled to the United States as refugees




13.

14.

15.

lé6.

17.

18.

19.

20.

that 2 million more refuc :s will crowd into the
United States if Central America falls to the
Communists

that 10 million more refugees will crowd into the
United States if Central America and Mexico fall to
the Communists

that the United States would have to station troops
on our Southern border if Mexico fell to the Communists

that United States use of the Panama Canal is
endangered by Communist activity in nearby countries

that the Marxist government in Nicaragua has shut down
free labor unions and is forcing workers to join
communist-run unions

that more than three-fourths of the United States
assistance to El1 Salvador has been economic aid,
not military aid

that the Soviet Union is spending much more to support \
revolutionary activity in Central America than the
United States is spending to oppose communism in the
region

that communist takeover of more countries in Central
America will endanger the United States economy because
more than half of our imported energy supplies and
industrial raw 1 :erials are now shipped through the
area







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 9, 1¢ 3

Mr. Albert E. Strong, Director
PROJECT HELPING HAND

1377 "K" Street, N.W.

Suite #78

Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Mr. Strong:

Mrs. Faith Ryan Whittlesey asked me to let you know
she was very pleased to hear from Steven Rhodes of your
activities.

While private sector initiatives are generally handled
by James K. Coyne, Special Assistant to the Pres: ":nt for

Privat Sector Initiatives, *° s. Whittlesey is partict arly
int rested in your activities relating to re! jees. The
best estimates are that the Unii 1 States would receive

in excess of two million refugees if Marxist-Leninist
regimes were established throughout Central America. This
would place a crushing burden on government agencies, and
privat sector relief groups. We receive increasing indica-
tions of concern from the public regarding the refugee
problem.

I would encourage you to communicate directly with
Ambassador H. Eugene Douglas, United States Coordinator
for Refugee Affairs, Suite #7526, Department of State,
Washington, D.C. 20520. Ambassador Douglas is the most
knowledgeable person in the country regarding refugee
matters. :

If there is anything specific which our office could
do to help you, please let us know.

Cordially,

R G A
MORTON C. BLACKWELL
St cial Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

cc: J. Steven Rhodes
Assistant to the Vice President
for Domestic Policy







Uni_ted States Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

November 14, 1983

ANDUM
TO: PA - Mr. John Hughes
OM: S/LPD - Otto J. Reich
WH/OPL - Faith Whittlesey:qkﬁj
SUBJECT: Major Media Market Briefings

We would like to ask your assistance in implementing
the attached proposal for a series of regional briefings on
Central America to begin in early December.

We have discussed this concept with Jim Baker and have
received his approval.

Al ich »:nt: Regional Briefings
on Central America




REGIC AL BRIEFINGS ON CENTRAL AMERICA

r‘nphnrH- .

Organize a series of regional briefings on Central America
in an effort to reach the greatest number of Americans to
inform the public on United States policy in Central America.

Organization:

The top 24 media markets have been selected as one
effective vehicle for communicating U.S. policy to the American
public. They are as follows:

New York

Los Angeles

Chicago

Philadelphia

Detroit

San Francisco
Washington
Dallas/Fort Worth
Houston

Boston

St. Louis - .
Pittsburgh

Baltimore
Minneapolis/St. Paul
Atlanta

Cincinnati

Milwaukee
" Denver

Cleveland

San Diego

Miami
Seattle-Everett
Tampa-St. Petersburg
Phoenix

By organizing these 24 media markets into regional
briefings of 2 to 3 cities depending on the proximity, we can
n tE ¢ ir 1 urc




-2 -
Tr proposed tours are as follows:

Philadelphia/New York/Boston
Baltimore/Washington
Pittsburgh/Cleveland/Detroit
Dallas/Ft. Worth/Houston

San Diego/Phoenix/Los Angeles
Milwaukee/Chicago/Minneapolis-St. Paul
Atlanta/Miami/Tampa-St. Petersburg
Cincinnati/St. Louis

San Francisco/Denver/Seattle

I »ending on the number of citi s involved, each tour would
consist of 2 or 3 major forums hosted by prominent
organizations within the particiy ting city, i.e., World
Affairs Council, International Chamber of Commerce, and/or the
League of Women Voters. Media add-ons would be scheduled
around the platforms, for example, interviews with editorial
boards, TV talks shows and/or other town meetings.

Briefing teams will be composed of senior 3 well as
mid-level USG officials representing all components of our
foreign policy in the region. A few eXamples are as follows:

Team Leadar Destination
Jeane Kirkpatrick Philadelpha/New York/
or Vernon Walters Boston
Bill Middendorf Baltimore/Washington
Peter.McPherson Pittsburgh/Cleveland/Detroit
Eugene Douglas Dallas-Ft.Worth/Houston
Caspar Weinberger San Diego/Phoenix/Los Angeles
John Vessey Milwaukee/Chicago/Minneapolis-
St. Paul
Otto Reiéh Al ot 7 T -
Verne Orr Cincinnati/St. Louis
Tony Motley San Francisco/Denver/Seattle

The above team leaders were selected because of their
knowledge of the geographic area.



Our goal is to communicate our policy to the greatest
numkt : of persons. With this in mind, we believe that the
White House would be able to generate more interest within the
c( nunities to attend a "National Security Briefing on Central
America," therefore, the invitation should be issued from tl
White House.

> have explored this idea with organizations in a few of
these key cities and their response has been extremely positive,.

Our thought is to schedule the : briefings throughout
Dec ear and into the month of January.



















-- 1ch of 17 schools for foreigners 1e Cubi '‘nment $1.7 million
to build and $572,000 annually to

-- The annual cost per student for food, | dicine, books and teachers' sa -ies
is about $1,000.

Prepared by: Heyward G. Hutson
COL, USA
0SD/ISA-IA, (202) 695-3607






- The scope of Cuban/Nicar: ian support was recognized and reported on
May 13, 1983 by the House Per inent Select Committee on Intelligence which judged
that 1nte111gence information shows with certainty that:

A major portion of the arms and other material sent by Cuba and other
communist countries to the Salvadoran insurgents transits Nicaragud v th
permission and assistance of the Sandinistas. -

- The FMLN guerrillas have grown to about 5000 full time fighters and an
estimated 5000 to 10,000 part time activists who provided ]og1st1ca1 and political
as well as combat services. Despite their size and’ extenS1ve suppart received the
guerr111as have suffered major set backs.

~- In January 1981, the guerrillas launched their heralded "final offensive"
which failed: desp1te Cuban assistance and participation in detailed
p]ann1ng, and an extensive Soviet/Cuban military supply operation which

- covertly shipped 200 tons of equipment and weapons.

-- During the first three months of 1982, shipments of arms into E1 Salvador
surged in preparation for disruption of the March 1982 elections. The
guerrillas.destroyed public buses, cut highways, atacked villages, towns
and voting places. Nonetheless, in the presence of several hundred electiun
observers from democratic countries and 700 foreign journalists, the Sa’
people repudiated the extreme left by voting in overwhelming numbers --
more than 80% of the eligible population participated even though threai
with death by the guerrillas.

- Since- their fajlures in 1981 and 1982 the guerrillas have stepped up their
war against the Salvadoran economy by the following actions:

~-- Attacking and destroying farms.

-- Destroying 55 of the country's 260 bridges and dar 3ing others.

-- The national water authority is attempting to rebuild 112 water facilities
damaged by guerrilla action.

-- Two hundred and forty-nine attacks on the telephone system have caused
millions of dollars in damages. :

-- Electrical systems have suffered over 5,000 guerrilla-caused power interrup-
tions in the past two years, an average of almost 8 per day.

-- The eastern region was blacked out for over a third of the year in 1981 and

1982.
~- Thirteen crop- dust1ng p]anes have been destroyed or damaged since last
_ October
-- 10(
| -k

- In short, guerrilla sabotdge is deliberately and systematically depriving the
people of E1 Salvador of food, water, transportation, lights, sanitation and work.

- Today new elections are scheduled for E1 Salvador and once again the left
refuses to participate; instead, they call for unconditional "dialogue",
a negotiating technique whose objective-is-to emerr-in E-Sat
sharing power they can then subvert the government Fom within, @ tactic whic
has historically t 1 successful for communists.















The Threat Posed by Soviet Expansionism

- Such communist expansion could lead to an extensive and permanent Soviet
presence, and an increased Soviet strategic capability in the region which .
would create significant military conseqt ces for the US.

-

It could place hostile forces and weapons systems within strlkwng
distance of targets in the US. .

It could provide air and naval bases, such as tho! in N1caragua
and Grenada, for recovery of Soviet a1rcraft after strategic missjons.

It would furnish missile sites for launching attacks against the us
with short and intermediate range missiles.

It could provide bases for use invcovert operations against the US and
our neighbors.

It could provide for prepositioning of Soviet equipmeﬁf; supplies and

ammunition in our hemisphere.

It could allow the Soviet Pacific and Atlantic fleets to operate near our
shores without having to return to the USSR for maintenance.

It could threaten our Caribbean Sea Lines of Communication through
which a large volume of our goods pass; thus endangering the economic
well-being of our nation.

And finally, it could cause the US to divert scarce resources in manpower
and materiel from other areas of the world to protect an area previously
considered militarily secure.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

A QUESTIONNATIRE
Please take a few moments to complete this guestionneire and

return it to: The 0Office of Public liaison, Room #1%1-CrB,
The White Housz, Vashington, D.C. 20500. Thank vou.

1. How many Wednesday Central America briefings, approximately,
have you attended?

2. Please comment on the usefulness of the briefings you have
attended.

3. What topics would be of interest to you for future speakers
to address?

4. Who would be of particular interest to you as a speaker?

5. Would you recommend changing the format of the briefings?
If so, how?

6. Have the materials which have been distributed to date
been useful to you?

7. What additional types of naterials/information would be
useful to you?

8. Has your organization engaged in any outreach activities?
For example: speakers/programs on Central Zmerica, op-ed
pieces, nrcwsletters, articles in publications of your
organization, etc. Plesase specify.



9. As a part of the white House Outreach prodgran, we nav2
established a Central America Speakers Bureau. Have
you/vour organization already used our Central America
Speakers Bureau?

10. Would your group need a speaker for one of its future
meetings?

11. Are there groups vou believe should be invited to the
White House to receive a special briefing on Central
America? If so, please identify.

12. Please use this space for any additional remarks/comments/
suggestions you would like to make.

Thank you for your time and interest.

Optional: If you wish, please identify yourself and yonur
orcanization.

Name:

ORGANIZATION:




T W 1 . E

wte  AINGTON
August 17, 1983

Dear Mr. Meyer:

Mrs., Faith Ryan Whittlesey, Assistant to the President for Public
Liaison, has asked me to extend her thanks to you for your expressed
interest in the White House Outreach Working Group on Central America.

For your information, I am enclosing an article which appeared in the
Washington Post regarding the White House Outreach Working Group. I am
also enclosing copies of the five White House Digests which have been
issued to date as well as a Background Paper on Central America which

I believe you will find of interest.

Our featured speakers for the remainder of August will be:
August 24 - Ambassador Vernon A. Walters

August 31 - The Honorable John Marsh,
Secretary of the Army

The meetings will begin at 2:30 p.m. and will be held in Room #450 of
the 0ld Executive Office Building.

We hope you will be able to put the meetings of the Outreach Working Group
on your calendar. In that regard, I am enclosing a copy of a '"Registration
Form" and ask that you take a few minutes to complete it indicating whether
or not you desire to be placed on our Regular Clearance List. We are

asking for your Social Security Number and Date of Birth to facilitate

the clearance procedure for those meetings with the President/Vice President
in attendance. Please return the completed form to: Mrs. Joyce Thomann,
Office of Public Liaison, Suite #191-0OEOB, Washington, D.C. 20500, or

give it to her at the next meeting.

Sincerely,

!
1l : sid
for Public Liaison

Mr. M. Barry Meyer

Senior Vice President - Government Relations
ALUMINUM ASSOCIATION

818 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20006

Enclosures

Shed aF #Z)

















