
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files 

Folder Title: Central America – VII 

(4 of 5) 

Box: 55 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


---- 21 August 1983 

s. Thomann: 

Per your telecom this a.m.,and in conjunction with 
transmission of my study, suggest that you might wish 
to ·further establish my bona fides by contacting a Dr. 
Richard L. Krumm at the Central Intelli.Jgence Agency. · 
Dr. Krumm is a former Vice President of Essax Corp. and 
is well acquainted with my research capabilities tand 
limitations!). He is a senior research type at the 
Agency and was chief of the Behavioral Sciences Branch 
(BSB) in the Agency's Office of Scientific Intelli­
gence (OSI) but I .t~ink some re-organizing ·has since 
gone on and I'm not certain of his current assignment 
there. I suspect you have the resources to track him 
down. 

Enjoyed talking to you and hope the attached 
may be of some service in addressing the problem we 
both perceive. 



~o Who m it May Concern: A copy of this report wa s submitted by 
certified mai l to The Washin~ton Times, 
8/16 at approx 1200 hrs, c/o Mr . Ralph 
Hallow . 

I wish to m3ke it clear that the repor t 
represents my o~n views and efforts, and 
not tLutic uf ~uy u~ncr person or orga niza­
tion . My sole motive in preuarin~ it is 
to provide wha t I hope might be a servi~e 
to this country! 

CENTRAL .AMERI C.A TliROUGH NETVvORK EYES 

B,r 

John N. Colas' 

16 Au~ust 83 

C • 1983 



----Are the m~ dia ~ uilty, a s charg ed r ep c 3te d ly by th e Re~~a n 

administration, of _dii.tortin~ U.S. een·tral American policy and 

not informing .A.m9ricans of the president's aims in that region? 

Or, as Paul Reynold. of the Bangor Daily News recently asserted 
fl.JS I 

on McNeil-Leh rer, are th ey doing •a c omme ndable job in ~~porting 
/\ 

both sides of the story,'.' .At least a par t ial a n swer may be 

found in a two-week survey I _nE~:itijcy condudted of the coverage 

of Central America b~ the m rix ~ :n.invxx thr~e major network'~ 
-

evening news programs duri·ne; the period August 3-15, 1983. 
- .f:',;.,.d,~5s . 

Th~ following ~ o"' ai;;aw 1a-s may be rather startling to t h ose 
television . ~fi.l<...:>r --f~n,,,;~ 

defander9 of the~jour nali~tic~who continu~lly cry sour grapes 

at ·s~;gestions from presidents that they may not be doing their 

job • . 

1?·. . 
Network coverag;e of p·residential statements concerning Central 

America rarely focused on the .ubstance of such sta~ements. 
. . 

In~tead 2 the bulk of such coverage{ was devoted to matter~ 
I 

largely extraneous · to -Central Arn erican_policy conside-rations. 

#in th~ pe;~od -.Aug11~t- 12.-t~ the presid~nt !D.ade three 
-

- major public .p$eches , a Saturday radio addres~, and participated 

in a mini-sU1Illait;t conferenc·e with Mexican .President _ Miguel• de la 
. . . 

Madri?-· - On each ot t:he~e occ_asions, the ad~nistrat1:on'. policy 
-

vi.-a-vi~ Central -Am•rica _was detailed in _1ta varioua qiJ?ension~; 

t _h~ lattar event produced a n.umber of · announcement~ about U. s. -

Mexican rela-tions . Yet , as t _he _!'ollowing examples dem.ons·trate , 

virtu~ll~ nothin~ o! a substantive nature abuht thess 
matter& was :pr_e_sented~-"tO viewers of th~ network evenin~ newa. -_ 

. .. 

<2 

- ;r:!,.. . _,. _e+ft_~ ...... . _..._ 
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hmericana in Tampa, Fla., on AuguQt 12, all three networkli keyed 

their coverage to the domestic political implication~ of the 

event. Reportage of what the president actually said in an 

all-encompas&in~ elucidation of his Central American polic~ 

was lLmited to highlighting &everal rhetorical pas&age& condeIIUl­

ing Soviet and Cuban aggression in the region--i.e., R•a~an 1 1i . 

reference to Cuba a. an "economic basket caae" and Cuban youth 

as "Soviet cannon-roan~~" were about all the ..lmerican people 

learned of U.S. Central American policy that night from the -

networkli. 

·ABC'. Mike von Freund described the Augu~t 12 _ ~peech as 

· "a stinging attack," liaying the preliiident ~y;iarned .tha~ wha~ · - _· 

happened in Cuba cou_ld happen elsewhere if the U. s. do!! a no~hing 
-

to help." Accordin~ to NBC' • Andre a M~ tchel 1,- ttMr •. Reagan _ found · 

(Cuban Pres_ident Fidel Castro) tougher than ever."?' _ . Mr. Reagan 

&aid the real threat came from Moscow," Mitchell continued. -.And, 
. 5-J-uh.t -

on CBS, Le~lie reported: "The president defended the m.iiitary · 
A -

-
nature of Latin America policy, wqying hi. - critics are courtin~ 

di .ia iater." 

The precedin~ ~~r~~raph contain~ the sum total of the 

rietwork corre~pondent•~ . contribution1 to informing the viewara 

about what Reagan ~aid that day in Tampa~ 

The situation wali not much different the n~xt ~ay in 
- -

network report~ about the pre~ident's speech_ to Mexican-American 
-

veteran& in El Pa~o, Tex. Agairi, th& coverage_wa~ key~d to the _ 

domestic politic al implications of his appearance. · A~ to - reportin-g 

what the pr•~ident actually said to hi& audience about C•ntral -

J.merica: 

Emory King (NBC): Nothin~. 



.... . . ~ 
Note that top of,. 3 i6 mis~in~. It ~~oulci reaa as follows: 

Jessica Savitch (NBC): "Mr. Rea~an • •• also ~ave a stz:on~ 



r~ 
Note that top of,. 3 i~ miBsin~. It ~uoulri reaa as follows: 

Jessica Savitch (NBC): "Mr. Rea~an ••• also ~ave a stron~ 



defens o of his policies in Centra l Ameri ca." 

lnn Ce, .r..,_}' ton ( ..A:OC ) : Bo at5a u " w1:ir u-a d tod «j "t.ua t ,:;be 
C United State~ 

cannot ju~t wa lk away f ro m nations like Nicar~gua where he says 

the Sandanista ~ have no intention of restorin~ democr~cy ." 

~h-,t same day, August 13, the president mad e anothe r of hi . 

regula r Saturday radio addresses. This wa s devoted entirely to 

explaining hi. Central American policies and criticizing the 

medi a ~or not geiting his messa ge out to the people. Appropriately 

in view of the lat t er, none of the network new. programs that 

evenin~ mad e r efe renc e to the addres s • 

. Conclud in g a busy we~kend , -the president went to La Paz, Mexi co 

on August 14 wh ere he ~p~nt ~everal hours huddled with his Mexican 

counteryart, Miguel de la Madri d. This meetin~ produced a serie~ 

- o·.f ann ounc11 .Qw il t. ~ bout U. s. &.fx1t1xic~n r0 la tiuns re la ,:;ing ·to · immigra­

tion, cooperation o& environmental pollution, scient ific exchanges, 

and Mexican debt restructurin~. Y~t the bi~ .tory thRt a~y ror 

the net~orks wa . de la Ma drid's ~ eiled criticism of U.S, military 

acti vi ties in Central America and--=--tbe rea 11,y .big; story for ·!BC 

and CB$, a ·repQrted squabble between Secretary of State Georg• Sk:-Jj-3 
and Nat~onal Security Advis!r William Clark. A• to what Reagan 

and Shultz said and did at the meeting: 

The pre .ident ,_ .Ann Compton _reported for .ABC, "again demanded 

-that N{caragua · i.~op thr_eatening -itB democrat~c neighbors ," and 

he- "embraced" the· c ·all o-f the Co.nt~dora group "for military per­

-_ sonnel to pull _out" of Central .Arn.erica. - Bill Plant••~ CBS report 

was sociawhat wvrw inforwative, buinot ~uch: 

"MrReagan :came to this meet1n~- with the Mexican president," 

-Plante re~orted, 11to . Ji.eek at le a st tacit support for TT.S. -~!'~~':tire 



.. 
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tacticg in Central America, in return for an endorsement of the 

.region a 1 peace process • • • The two presidents • • . a 1 so had 

matters of trade policy, pollution, and immigration to discuss 

~ - . ~ President Reagan asserted that (resp~ct ior the principles 

of se1f-determination and non-intervention) was U.S. policy as 

- we11 -• .. Sec:;rstary- of _State Shult_z, saying th• that the U.S. 

support~ the effort& of Mexico and the oth er so-called Contadora 

nations to gegotiate a regional peace, defended what was called 

the U.S. 'show of force' · in Central America :· . • · • This ·meeting, 
-

which left · the public positions of both the U.S. and Mexico un-

changed-,- · was an effort tq- prese.nt U .s. foreign policy in Central 

.America as a .coherent whole" ~ · • • 
-

So much for the U.S.-Mexican· sll.Illlp.it! · 

..The next chance for the network~ to inform _the viewing 

. - . 
15 when the ~pre~ident made ano~her l!.>Hhlic speech dealing with _. 

- that subject, this time before the New Orlean~• convention of 
-~ne Veterana of Foreign Wars. Unfortunately for vi~wers who 

.migl:i~ have ho1,-ed to learn. somethi..ng about the -pre-sident' ji views,. 

- the ·ne-twork - reportsr& ·had iiOmeth~ng. more impqrta-n:t _to _communicate: 

the relative· reception& accorded to ~Reaga_n and Democ-ratfc -pr~si~ 

.··. dential a~irant, John;rl. G~enn-, wh9 - al~o gpoke to- t.l:i.• assembled 

'_. ve.terana; 7_ ;, . J "/J ' 
. __ - -/JS ~ ~~ ~.,,) -

:._: ·_--- . J~drea Mitchell (NBC) ~aid, "the ~reilid·ent def'ended· -hia_ 
/\ . J;' 

foreign policy, particularly - in Centrat .America-, - f _rom critic a 
-

who say_ it i II not working_." Reagan "defended hi& 
. -

Central .lmerican policy," .ABC' a new anchor Peter Jennint;s ob~e-rved. 
. . 

jtlaxgw Jenning& alao rioted preaidenti~l c~iticism of the-media and 



otnerQ for distortin~ pmslic perception of his policie~, as did 
substantive 

Bill Plant• who completed the network' _i :t::r:i:K:X}lk•:i::11:t• covera~• of 

the pre~ident on Central America by _r~rorting: - "And, Mr. Reagan 

insisted that the region needs a military security shield, which 

he likened to a neighborhood self-help program." 

Network reportage of other domestic_ eventi beaiing directly 
-

on Central ..lm•rican policy were iimilarly ihort on -aub.tance. 

A case in point wai provided by the swearing-in of th~ prffsid~nt•~ 

new bi-partisan Central America Commiision (the so-cai1ed "Kissin­

ger Com.mission"). Thii took pl~ce on Augu6t 10 and prqvided an 

opportunity for the netwrirk'j to inf?rm the publi~ abo~~ the 

role of th• commisiion within ·the .broader cont•~t of tr.s. policy -

in the -r•~ion. Howe~er, 6uch wis not to be th• case - ai~th, - btg 
. - . -

itory this day, at· _lea.t for CBS ·and NBC, was new com.misiiion(r - .... -, 

member, San Antonio Mayor Henry Cisnero~. 

Ci9nero&, a liberal de~o~rat, _ wai iin~l•d out for ip~~i~l ­

attentionbecauie--Qurpris• of wrpri~•~~-h• -held viewa different 
. A- - -- - - - -

from the pre.ident a~out Central America. _ Thii wa~ tfeated &J: 

she two networ~s ali fiI s major ~to~y, and boJh Marvin Kalb (NBC) 

and Bob Schieffer (CBS) interpre·ted Cisneroi.' cri·tici-s.ms a& 
- -

undermining a_ White House ploy to u~• the commi~liion for bolster-

-

ing support for administration :pol_icy_. While _ ABC -reported th_• _ 

com.mi ra&ion innaugeration in re!ati ~elY· straight-forward -fa&hion, _ 

that network also joined the other two in· ~roviding_ virtually 

. :=. · · 

-. -
no liUblitanti VI .information about th• com.mi. sion it seI.t. 

Network covers~• o! Centrsl .!merica tended to be preoccupied 
- . . 

with portr~yi.c.g ai<lJMinis-tratioll. policy a& un:populsr- and dangerous~ _ 

Thi& was a theme runnin~ throughout ·network c~v•ra~• for ·; ~ -~- -­

the pariod &urveyed ~nd it found expression in a nu~b~r of ~e~~. 
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~z;;t◄ V 
For ~xgq-1:e, no matter what the specific subject-matter, hardly 

J\t 
a report wa& made relatin~ to Central J..merica that did not contain 

a liber11l sprinklmng of references to words like "fears," ''concerns," 

"criticiam" or to ~oll results ghowing limited public aupport for 
l 

ad.ministration Folicy. A few examples should auffice to make the · 

point: 

• L~slie Stahl (CBS-Au~&t 12): "There iQ aome concern, how­

ever, about e possible backlash, particularly among Hispanica ••• 

• John Blackstone (CBS-Augu&t 8): Honduran ~oppo~ition ~oliti-_ 

cal l•~~era are al ~eady voicin~ fears" about U.s. military exer-

. • Mike vnn Freund (ABC-August ·12'): "But the latest poll& 

&how that 62 percent o! the !m•ric3n people oppose" U.s. covert 

action in Central America •. 

- • Jes.lea Savitch (NBC-August 13): " 

Hiapanics · have been critical of." 

. . . policies many 

• Bob Schieffer (CBS-Au~st 13)-: "De . la Madrid is concerned 

a~out th• increa&ing u.s. · Military presence there." 
Constant 
~~RfiR}l~il repetition of such re·ference a, of course, ultimately 

-;¢1- ~-(1J.. t,/ -

take& _on ;,---•1.f-.fuYfRling prophscy, ~. It i1i a clas.-ic props-

~ _ ganda technique · which in· this case; 'as with media covera~a o! 

Vietna.11., create. doubta by c_ontinuilly hammering home the message 

th.at· a.he administr~tion is embarked on a course of action in 

Centrai .!alerfca that canpot poa.-ibly be correct becauae--a5 
· .. :,; 

reported by the media--it ia ~o unpopular and dangerous. 

_:.. , -_· -.. ~-: _~::._·_; :::_-'.~.-. 1'hi-s und-erlying tneme ·of th• unpopularity of the admini atra-
:. ' . ... . . -~ ... .... 

::._ - ::

0

• . • tiC:~~a .·:,Qlicies found eXJtression in other waya as wsll. One 0~ 
. . . -~-. --~ .. . - . . 

- . 
, ~h•a• waa through ~irin~ the viewa of administration critica 

'while alighting those of its - rupportera. The most clear-cut~ 
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co.u 1.,.,x·t 
occurred in the e:s..i e of the afo r e-menti oned Kis~i nger Co[IlJilission 

swearing-in when outspoken administration critic, Mayor Henry .· 

Ci 2 r:.e ros aire d his vi ewi to millions of Americans, cour t osy of 

CBS and NBC New~• c am eras. 

member .and fellow-critic--former Democrati~ Party Committee Chairman 

Bob Strauss, we r e the only new com.mission mem bara int8rvie wed 

. t hat ni_ght by the net works. Only if you chanced to tuna into 

McNeil-Lehr er on PBS the same ni ght would you learn that there 

were other com.mission memb ers, like Bos t on University President 

John Silber and Project Hope founder Dr. William Walsh, who held 

quite_ different views. 

Both Silber and - Walsh~ for example, found fault with media 
- . 

re:por"!_;in~ on Central· America. Wal -sh also found fault wi_th Cis-

ner_os:· "Mayor Cisneros., 11 he _said, "refers to the death squads 
-

of- tb• :!'.'ight. It's ~tran~•, we never h,.~r of the death squads 

-·of the lttft~" For his part ·' Silb~r al.o voiced strong support 

for the pre:siden~:ii policie51. Yet the vie\7§ c! n&i ther of thttse 

distin~ished Americans were appa~ently mft considertd "newsworthy" 

by the network n~ws organiz~tion&. 
-

· iIJIExzx±x«xCongressman Clarence Long · (n., Md.) suddenly 

found hi.rasalf a media celebr~ ~y when_ a mifi_tary .coup occurred-
- . J. . 

in Guatamala on .~ugust .8. -L~ng,_ it -_so _.1:iappeni, 1 had a personal 

• . .:. grud~• a~ainst the dsp~osed Guatai;nalan 1!tader~ Gen·. Rios-Montt, 
, - . -

s~em.ming from a tete-a~t~t~ the tw~ had during a Lon~ tx•x "fact~ 

find.in~" t~ip,. ~ li._is widely-kn~~- a~moai ty ap~ar;ntly wa·~ _· .. -. 

s~ficient to peak th• · inters&t of netwo;k D!wsme·n~like . .ABC-'i ._ ... -~· 

: Mike v?n Freund, _who featured the_, con!;r•s~man, v•~-t -i.ni ~is sple~n_ 

in ~n .AU@;Ust 8 - report. A~ain, as· with Ci~nero ■, no spokes.men ··.<· · ... 

with another p_oint of view was presented. Onl~ ir you at-ayed· -~p :· 
I 
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- . 
to watch ABC's Nightline might you have learned that thi ngs in 

Guat ama_la, a U.S. ally, we r e not all black as Long had painted. 

col. Sam Di ckens ( DS1F, Bst.), who.e background and knowledge 

with regard to that c oun t r y far surpas s •• Long'.a, was a guest on 

the Augu&t 8 edition of Ni~htline. Among other t hing., he had 

this t~ aay aoout Gua~amala and it&· critics: "But :poor Guat amala. 

It •·.a the p• o1tl•· that. r eally are important. They w•r• maligned 

under the Car tsr a dmini s trati~n _on human ri~ht~. . . a.gain they _ 

con~i nue to be mali~ned. They've _beon ~ttempting to make improve-
-

mant&. • • I . thi nk the r e ha~ be•~ a concerted orm~Kx~x attack 
- --

again st the countries that cori.ider them~el~es anti-communist. 
- - -

It's been a · very effective propaganda attac~" ja.a.~ue.t, Dickens 
- from a,,v' . . 

no ~o_ub_t ~e~~ -constra~d 7 -~ p_~;n~ing/ia~culii~~ ~in~erf ♦ I! 

he h~d,_ _he _mii5-9t wel_1tpoi~t it a_t the .AB~- camera._ 

Be.ide. playing- up dome.tic critics and lacing their reports 
. . . ·~1~ 

with t;loom.y de_s_criptive - adjectives, _the net~or ks_/lpla~ed_ o~ ~ub~ic · 

fears and. doubt. by interject-in!; not-.o-!.ubtle hintm that, a-la_: 

Vietnam, "h~re_· we ~-o again." : The -theme this -time was WAR! -

·. - "Th€: ~ili ~ary- takes pairHi to emphasize," CBS correirpondent 

Ned Pot~er tell& ~Iii ~nan Juguirt 8 - report from Ft. Campbell, - Ky, 
. -

that "these .ra 'routintl .1.11.ilit8ry e.x~rci.-ie~ . . ut.ilL, i.ome people 

w~rry, might not this show of f~rce · turn into the u~e of it?" -

9on~luding, Potter intones~ - ·11 The exerci .e Iii are. ichednlen to ru:a 
un_til ·e_i,rl.r -~ext year :. --~- ·_:· but- so~e civi.lianJi wonder h·ow SOO.ll 

- . will . 

· ~ • - . the t_roop&(\actuelll get_. ho~e" (Potter' Iii emph·alili&) .... 
. · . -- ~ _vf:>S sv~ ~ . 

- · Lealie Stahl struck the ~ame note iµ, her coverage of - the : . "/\ -- ' - . 

pre&ident' & . Aut;Ust ~2 ~:peec~ in Tampa, F~s • . Stahl noted a .fear 

· _':-. ·_·_. · __ - among_ Sioma Hiiipanic& that "the p r eside~t• 11 policieli could lead 

to war and that it will be: their . liiOilii wh~ will be called upon 
.. ·· - . . 

to fi~ht their former-countrymen in Central ··Jmerica." 
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If not war, might nhe pre sident's policy nonetheless l e ad to 

a permanent U.S. ~ilitary presence in Central America? Charles 

Gomez hi nt e d t his mi ght be the case in an Au gust 14 CBS r eport 

on the Big Pine· II joint B.S.-Honduras ma neuvera in Honduras. 
., ­

Gomez e..ndedi this r ~po-rt by ci tinr; "some top Hondur an officials';' 

who, he said, hoped that "U.S. forces stayed behind . when the 

exe-j.cise. -.re ov~r" tu _ fend o~f Nica~~9?~. ~ __ _ ,, ~ :J-~ ~ _ 
fU,,{__,l/ .. .f. PC.-L-<-Ct ~/- ~ ~J 

A · + ; ,. con sistentl de icted a~ militar-
rL-V.-J-4..~ . 

istic, r--e:::kls ss, and p r ovocative whereas the- "other s;. i<'le" in the 

-
Cent~al ~~ e r ican conflict was li.JqtixXB« portrayed as conciliatorz 

and non-threa t eniE_5. 
-

If visual images mean anything, then any~ watchin~ the -

network'. evenin~ news -broadcast~ in the p~riod August 3-15 mustr 
full military_might of the · · 

have th?u~ht the!\ U.S. was de scendint upon . Central Ame.r:i-ca. N;i.ght 

after night, yiewer~ were treated to scenea of U.S. ~avy warship& 
. .. 

steam$n~ off Nicaragua, of planes, men and material landing in ·. -
. I 

Honduras as part of Bi~ Pine II, and_ of Am.eric·an military advi.-dra 

·1m~arting their martial crafta .to Honduran and Salvadoran tr-0op&. 
~ Only NBC'1t Nightly News _ _ 

rtxx.-t:azq.xh.e:i;n.u,.t.aa ljeemeci i.rOUUUl 18.rts!;jly · i.llJJJlune to· t~e - t -empta-

tion to treat it~ viewers to a -barra~e of firm ~toreaa about Big . 

Pine II which for CBS, and- to a lesser degree AB'c, seemea · to offer 

yet ~~oth~r way to create pub-lie anxiety about admini&tration ·Central 
' . . . ···. 

Am.e .rican :,,olicy. These exercise~ are ~eiri~ned to -bring i.ome 5,500 
- -

J..merican~ combat troops and .upp~t ,ersonnel into H9nduraa over -

~ six-month period. Hardly a huge -force. 
-- -

Yet~ !rom the breathle~s descriptions of some ABC and CBS 
·-

. r~,orter&, you -mi~ht ~et the imprei.sion that the U.S. was pullint -: 

out all the military stops. Dan Rather (CBS-August 3) referred 
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to the exerci s e~ a. the "la r ge ~t U.S. military maneuver. ever 

held in Central America." Ned Potter (ABC-August 8) .aid they _ 
.5._.-u-.._f?. ,,, 

we r e "much b ig~er than previ ou s exerci ses. " And, to t he b-B-G-k-d-Top 

of r oaring ai r c r aft en~ine&, J ohn Bla ck stone (CBS-Augu.t 7) spoke 
JI 

of tne first trickle of men and equipment" that, he continued, 

would "grow to what s eem like flood proportions in a country 

a~ small as Hondura&." Three daya later, ~l ack s t on e fbr i owed 

up on this theme in ob . erving: "The co r ner. of the Honduran 

countrysi de are quickly being .turned into corner& of America." 
. . · operation 

As :if to j_uxtapo~e thi~ "massive" U.S. military '\xiunl::t:3i fil K against 
the b" ckd O .:ran otherwise tranq_uil Honduran count;:yside, 

. ~M~«xiz:aI!{nfx~Rl!i:»n:xam::x :sDI:xx/\ _. Blac7:e.tone on August 1) narrated a 

film ae g.ment about a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer which· alternated 

shot. of Big Pine II military ac~ivitie. with the as yet undis­

turbe_d peacefulnes. · o! the volunteer' & isolated rural nur sery. 

J not very .ubtle way of impr e s .in~. UFOD vie wer. that bad old 
wc,.,.5 

.A·merica _i.::s once more threatening to · wreak · i ta special brand of 
_ · an u..nauspectin~ 

_ - havoc on It t .hird world _victim. To d..±:rve the _point home, Black&tone · 

- concluded _the re:,ort, referriI,1~ ~o the volunteer·: . "He is among tho.a 
-

in ~o~duraa who say . that :,eace require• ~ore than a &trong ar my." 

The impreG.ion :that ~ ws. yhe U.S. ~ wai the military 
· _ - - . .· ,.. , - waa co.m.munic_ated in other,.t w~Y•• 

"h~a~~" in t~e Cent!~l J.rnerican drama~ 1he ne~works. vied with one 
. - - . ..-

- another ~o - cast ·the ~re.ident and some of hi& advisor& as .abre-
- . "Remember the 
- -r~t~ler& . :i:xx::tiupc±rxi ge o.r.- t~e bell1-c~se and jin~oistic tULl!l:t21l±~~ 

Mai~e" mentality ao wid~ly attributed to -Rea~a~ by hia liberal 
-

detrac·t-ora.. WheJ?- Reagan qoke __ be·ro·re Cuban-Americans .Auguat 12, 

- all thr~e network& cho~e to key their coverage oi hi& remark• 

to_ hi a colorful refere_nc·e_a_ to _ Cuba and the Soviet Union. - Le &lie 

S~ahl ( CBS-Ju~ilt 7~ ·1e~-_<?!!_~ ■- ·liltory st a tin!;, · "The Reagan adrninf &-

.. . . 

tration ia · in the _proce1.1 o!. e::qanding U .s. involvement in three 
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Network corres,ondenta gometimea cited Sandanigta source~ 

·to underline the threat that the U.S. was posing to Central American 

pK:a "peace." David Dick (CBS-lugust 10), reportin~ from Nica ra~a, 

obgerved: "Ja little as 25 mile5i will geparate the Bi~ Pine II 

maneuvers from Sandaniata encampments ••. This entire border ia 

co·n.idered a ·sen.ist:re ·area by Sandanistaa •• ~ Sandanista leader.ii 
I 'I 

- - -~~~-
c~nsider U. s. maneuv~r!i to be -e ~ovacati ve) ~ w'e · ar_e told by 

Jerry Kint (ABC-August 7) that Sanaanista junta leader, Daniel 

Ortega~ _"felt threate~ed bj the U.S. e~calation of the war situa­

tion." 

U.S. action& are ~o depicted in network· cover·age a. not 

. o~lj threate~i~~ our. foes~ but al&o _our frierid~ in Central America 

as well. 
II . 

. ''But the~e are critic& in Honduraa who, accor9,.ing to 

John- Blackstone (CBS-August 8), "are already concerned •.• that 

thi5 increa.iri~ militarization - of- the~ - c·ountry · under A.m~rican 

spons.orshi:, ~ will pull !fondura~ into a regi_o.nal conflict.". 

Thia image of a war-mongerin~ American ~res.ident intent upon 

unlea$hin~ the dog. ot · war on Central _1merica atood · i~ marked con-
-

traat to ·the ima~e of the "~ther - side" in the conflict aa de:,icted 

by the net'works. 
-

Whervs Reat;an wa~s c~ntinually desc!ibed ~ 
- - - . . 
re~a with reference ~o termi. i.uc~_ aa ."hardline," "gunb~at- _ 

1 •• _ · - - • -· . • •• - .. 

. -·. ,_:-_:_=~,-_-:.-;:-r-powers that had set the re~ion ·s!ir·e •in the firs~ _place were_ 
·. : ,:'" -!: . : . • 

\ ---:' \~_~: .'·.:_:...:.: iiven -much gentler- treatment • . _- · · 
__ ._. _. : :. . . . - -

. . ~-:-1:i;:t:~x~ t-< r .. ~ Thi• con~ra ~t wa ~ made- explicit in an Au~st 12 :NBC report_ 

::;;·:E,-t::,f::~·-~-, -- by .Andrea Mitchell: "De~pite recent conciliatory atate~ent& by 
rt)~~~?~Ii:.-~~ . -- . . . 
~;;:. -:$;d-f ,r:.> Fidel ·- Cai.tro," ..he ob.erved, "Mr. ReHtall found hi.a 'tQugher than 
;, C,"1,.:£~'7-~..:r .. ·- :. ! ~.: .. . . 

L~i ~~~=\·:·=:'!_>: ever." Sandanista leader Daniel Ortega, we Mre told by Leslie !f. ;Jf lt; _;_ . 
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Stahl (CBS-.Au6 ur.t 7), nhaw faith in tht:1 Co.utadora effort, but i& 

nonetheless preparin~ for the worst." ZariR% A similarly don~~~ia-
, . < for network cameras ·on Aurnst 3 
1.-\ 'l 0..,. 

tory pose~ atruckAby Soviet secretary-C~neral of ~orei~n ~ff~ir~ 
~ . 

Yuri H'okine in~~ana~a. Fokine'1i "restraint" _in the . face of U.S. 
i-J · • il 

provocation is duly noted--the provocation in thi~ case being a 

radio ~xchange b~tween a U.S. Navy warshi; and Sovi~t . transport 

in the seas off Nicara~a. 

Indeed it ia remarkable in reviewing the / . . . 
tran scri ,,.ts to r _ :,; 

ob.erve how network covera~e of cent~at America duri?g this_ period 

so clearly ~eemed to tur~ - reality on its head by continuallj 

picturing the u.s. and its slliea in the re~ion a~ villains while· 

Soviet-backed elements · emerie as beleagured tar~ets of l!· s._- ·sponsor·e_d 

len~th to make the. point.-

- · Jerry King from ~ana~a (ABC-Au~st 7):_ "Orte~• !!1JOke · to . 
300 nn~"Ter~ity ~raduates ·just back ~rom -their studies in CU:ba • . 

· They're being sent to worK in ares~ under attack by counter­

re~olutionariea who -' Ort_ega .iiaid )h~ve ·kille~ m~_re than 600 Sandan­

i ~ta soldiers and civilians so far this year. 

"This weekend, " King continued, "one such- student--D,ni a. -
-

Silva, was ~iven a hero'& funeral ·complete with revolµtionary _ 

.fervor. 'They shall" not :pass,' chanted the mourners, a reference · 

to the coun.te.r-revolutiona.riei ba_ck;d by Wa&hington and -ba_sed in 
. -

Honduras. There were banners .which read: 'Deni:·s,-·with_your exa._mple -

we will build • -'40W country I• 

"But beyond the public martyrdom," King said a& h~ concluded 

hi ■ re_port, "there W88 also _private grief (liihota .o.f:w~e,in~ mou_r .ne_r~) 

all too often forgotten in the current diplomatic maneuvering and 
point-scoring." 
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David Dick in a film report (CBS-Augu~t 10) from the Nica­

raguan border with Honduras: ''Imple.rnenta are primitive (shots 

of Sandanistas di~~in~ fortifications). Weapons here seem in 

short supply ••• The Nicaraguan border patrol~ include children 

a~ you~~ as 13 years old ••• Morale here see.mi hi~h, motivated 

by the political ideolo~ of Sandino, the ~uiding spirit of the 

leftest revolution in Nicaragua.tt 

David Dick reporting an~t.her funeral in Nicara~a (CBS-

August 11): "Some of the bodies began arrivin~ here thi~ morn-

in~ •• - • A mother ~rieves for her 17 year old son • ■- • A young 

-woman -19 years old ·lost her husband. He was also 19. She is 

1reinant • . Their child will be born in J)ecember. She iays that, 

'this is all I have left o! him' . •• ; they ran into an ambush 

set up by ioo to 200 count.er-revolutionaries who, it is believed, 

crossed ov~r the b~rder from Honduras~ •• In all, ~5_people 

were killed in the massacre ••• there were only three -survivors." 

·" Robin Lloyd (NB9-Au~st 11) narrating an "ex_clusive" film_ 

DNK . "from a French TV news crew" ~bout anti-gQvern.rnent rebela 

in Guatamal.; "Like the Sal v 11tcio.r~e.r.ril 1 ~a,, tne Guatamal an reli:el a 
/1, 

are -_stron~-iy influenced by the CUban revolution. They are Marxiiilt& 

- - _·_-.: . - • ,• They are fi~htin@; for ·radical social chan,;e throu~h re~rolu-
- : .. •.: - .. - ... _ 

--- ·.,:_ tion ••• Throu~ communion· services like this one by _rebel 

- -:-;- \-->·,:,·· .. prie·~t&, the ~er_;illas hope to ~ain more popular su~port with 
.. :- ;_ · ._ . 

>-?. ···-: · _ .. · the _refu~ee11. In ;tiatamala, the ~errilla war appear& to of 
· :C- ·_,, 

:,-/•;_:~ --i --~---· oni:,y · just be gun." ai~tt~((~:.:,r· M!~t ia &triking about the preceding and other network 

:_.-:.',:f/~~~_:'_·-~•~---~- covera!;e- or Soviet/Cuban-backed elements -in Central .America during 
-.:·. -~~-;::.-~ .-_ . . : . .- . ·: .. -· ._. -·- - . . . 

:;:.-:·j_i_(t.-~·~;_· t~~; __ j._~~~od ~urveyed}i• the al.ll)oat comp_lete ab.ence of any reference 
,·: :· :- . : . .-_- -.. _~_-·: ··· •. ~: .::, · ::: .: -· . 

:~ ... . :. _-. : ___ • ·:· • ·.;.__ ·, I(' _ .,- --

. ' ~ ... 
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the funda mental truths about what is going on in Central America. 

Th e role of the USSR and Cuba in buildin~ Nicaragua into the region's 

foremost military power is never once mentioned. 1he fact that 
. 
Nicara~ua .erve. a M ar~enal 3nu D~ Yve-c~ut~r for on- ~oin~ insurrec-

- tion5 ·a ga i nst R.:s:t :x · an elected ~overnment in El ·sal vador is al so 

naver ment ioned. Inste ad of refe r r i n~ to the Sand~ni~t ~~ , na 

. thetr rebel - counterparts in nei~borint; countries as "communista," 

the network report ers r esort ·to the use of e uph emi sms. The 

victims of the violence · in central America a r e almost exclusively 

portrayed to be the victi~s cf u.s.-supported elements • 

. · The "Ulyanov affair". provide~ what is almost a case study· 
. 

of the apparent ~reat reluctance of the networks to come to grips 

with so.me the s.e .re ali tie~. The "Alexander Ulyanov" was _specifi--: · 

.cally named by President Re agan in a July 26 news confe~ence as : 

one of se~eral Soviet ships en route to Nicaragua carryin~ mili~ 

tary supp~ie 1.. 

On .Au~st 3...= CBS; usin~_ film · "purchased from sources friendly 
-

· to Nicar~~a," aired a re1ort _Gn the Uly,nov narrateo by Rich~rd 

'.'l~~ner. Th~ fil'm featured an interview with the Ulyanov' s handsome 

En~lisih-qe_akin~ first _- _offi~e~· s_tating his shi:, carried only ~KI 

-
. tt~eneral cargo:" T~i~ was foliow~~ by ~amera .shots of Coririto 

- . . . . -
- ··· ·:~:. :-:-=-.•· harbor •. -Wainer said, "the Soyiets have con~i.itently de_nied send.in~ 

' . . ... 

military suppl_ie_ • t<:> Nica~ a~a·." Referrin~ to the peaceful harbor 

• ~-·: .. :_ {~--~- · scene ,--•-Wa~er added, "only _non-mili tar.Y. cargo. ia iieen • . : The Nicara­

·: :.·~ __ / : _-\ .. . ·· ~~n go_ver~iiient- alsio denies mili tapy equipment is sent .here .from 
. . .. , . . . . J 

.: · t::::~--~~~--~ ·, the Sovie·t Union. nj..L. i:-J .. /j,,4. 1 
.. ·- .. . . .. -

·. <tf//~·-:· While _War;aer concluded· hia report by ad.mi tting "i t .·i• cle a~ · 
. ·. ·;~~:: :<-~:- .. : . ··. . 
:. ·.-··~'-27.">. the Nicara!;Uan 9rmy ha11 lot• or military. hardware," the ·enti-re 

· ·.:·)::'_· thrust or the report w.is to d~scredi t the Rea~an ol.11i~. T~o 
... -· = . .... - . 



f:illl\~:'.:later, however, the ~ite -:::se released a 1artial ship•' 
~g:: •:····(·-. manifest showir:g the Ulya-1?-ov to be carryin~ two military heli­

copters and aircraft spare ~Art~. - Given all the previouli publi­

city about this ship, one would think that the networks would 

give this story priority treatment on August 8 broadcasta. 

They did not. 

CBS Evenin~ News .wjich led with . the story di.crediting 

the Rea~an claim on !u~st 3, did not air the manifest disclosure 
. tTS 

until midway intoNAu~at 5 broadcast. The report, ~ead by _Dan 

Rather,_ con3isted of a ters_e :four-sentence stat-ement. NBC a.l&_o 

did not see fit to run the stori ·until mid,;.ay -into- it a b·roa_dca at 
-· 

that ni~ht. Tom Brokaw's report on ~~e manife~t ma~c~ed Rather's 

for ·tersen~ss-. The litory_ wa& dim.ini.hed :.till further in the case . 

of NBC because . that network i~ediately preced~d it~ Uly~nov : 

covera~~ with a Robin Llo_yct ._r~-rort· r~om -Managua .featuring an ' 

interview with Sandanista Forei~n -Minister Mi~uel Descotoa 
-

_ Descoto~ "We do not manufacture arms and we have to ~et 

· arms, ao obv:ioui.ly _we are tryinr!; · to obtain __ a 9 much a ii we can 

- posaibly obtain in order to exercise our le~itimate ri~ht o! 

_· defenae." 
-

Lloyd: . "The Nicara~aI?- leaderilhi:, i& -saying that aa lon~ -a• 

: the -u. s. continue I i ta ·n-avsl m-aneuver• in the re!;l.On apd it I 
-

suppo~t o~· the relltel• here, Nicara~a· will continue building _u:, 

·it a mili t ar.1 ·. strength. ~ :. ~qd of report_. _- · ·--~·. · ~ 
·-. . 

.In esaenc~, therefore, ·_wh~t NBC· wa• telling _it& viewing -

- audience· waa: "Well Rea~an mi~ht . have .been ~ri~t sfter all about 
. . · -!( . 

the .m,,-,,noT, but 110 what? .Af~e_! - all~ 1 an' t 1jea~an · th•~'• forced ... 
thep{ Sandani ata ■ to 11e ek Soviet :.111 tary aid.?" . . . 

It goea almo.t without saying that network viewer ■ heard 
. . . 
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is sue. 

If the Sandanistas and their friend~ were 1ictured in 

benign 'terms, the same could not bes.id for network portrayals 
American · · 

of U.S. Central
11

allies. It ii instructive in this ·re~ard to . 

contrast - ~reviuu~li cited re,urt by HbG (Au~uit 11) about 

Gu~tamalan communist t;tierrillas with an ju~ust 15 Peter Collin&~ 

film itory about U.S.-backed anti-Sandanista forces ~ired on 
- almost embarrassin.,:ly 

Whereas the rormer was va~e aoont 
I\ . . 

the true alle~iance& of the communists and did not even specul~te 

about the source of their arms _ or trainin~, the Colllna report 

about the · a~ontra ■" left buttle to the imaiination _ in the.e 

term.,. 

"Who are they?," Col1in ■ akkad. "The iood ~ys, or the bad 
. . 

.r;uy~? These are anti-Sandanista ~uerrillas orianized indirectly 

and ~aid for by the Cil. President Rea~an ha ■ called them 'freedom 

fighter ■.' Their commander is a battle-hardened veDeran of the 
ousted 

National Gu,rd . u.oder the ~iu•~I dictMtor, .Au~wtaaio ·somoza." 

!fter describi~~ them aa well-armed but "notbin~ more th.n a 

nuisance," Collin ■ still notes. that the :at:MX±j contr••· "ch111!'e 
. -:-r 

st re'!trictiona they say are -im:,osed by .the',\Americsn maaters._" ,, 
If Collins couldn't make u, him mind 3bout bad ~ysn and 

- "good~~•," hia network collea~e• seem to have already made . ,..,, __ ., ,, ;i . ,u .. .::.. w ·tc·, 

,:· . ~u:,-the-i.~i-nd ■ on thi3 ~ubject: the_"bad ~.Y•" in the eye• or 
:; -_~.-:- .American: network televi•ion, at least during the :period under 

·.:tier-::.:: review, were •~ur• guya. If there WU evib to be found in 

-~: ~ : ·: .: , 
·Centrsl .America, it existed aolely in the heart• and action• 

. 
- : -



Sin~led out for special tre a tment was Guatamals, which drew 

the network spotlight for several day& followin~ the succes~ful 

cou1 a~ainat Rios-Montt. A• portrayed by the_ networks, Guatamala 

waa tne heart of darkne s s. The most com.m o~ adjective used by 

network reporter• in the Guatamalan context was "brutal." ABC 
-

on Aut;t1at 9 c.grried film of Clarence T.,on~ (D., ~Jd.) declarin~ 

- that, as far as human ri~hta were concerned, the newly installed 

leader Gen. Oscar Hwnberto .Mejia Victore11 didn't even know "what 
· - - ( CBS-Au~ust 8 ). 

the
1
_riiht thin~ iSJ!' _ Bob Sim_on

1
hit on t _.&~ same bad-to-worse theme 

when he quoted _an "official" a~ sayin!!:;: If you think the human 
-

ri~hts situation is bad in Guatamala today, wait until this new 

0 crowd takes over." 

· In depictin~ Ga•aa.m.als is • ubh fashion, the networks also 

seemed h anxious to draw a direct link between this malevolent 

regime and the. Rea~an ad)nini»tration. The clear-cut .message 

· to viewer ■ b~ing: Re~gan' • on the· ~ide of the devil in Central 

.America_·. _ 

- - Simon in the same CBS report _ cited above, after notin~ 
-

gio1-Montt'a brut•lity ~nd - eccentricity, ,.-aid "But the Rea!!:;an 
- -

~dm.;j..ni_stration was impressed.~ Mike von Freund (ABC Au~ust 9) 

noted that -"the Resian ad.ministration _was quick· to embrace the 

"So, even 

tliouih ~hB Rea~~n adm1nistration continue ■ to · view Guatam~la a~ 
- . 

a valuable anti-communist ally__i~- troubled part of the world, - - _- \ . - -
- p"owerful members o~ Con~ress war'tthat it cannot be trusted. 11 

. -. . . · ..___-/ . -

Reporting for CBS on lu~.t 9J Richard _Wa~er said, "For ita 

:,art,_ the . Reaian_ ad.rilin~»tration, al.though o:,1_tosed to cou:,a, is 

b·elieved to be :,l,ea sed t _o have a dedicated anti:-.co.mmuni ■ t- at the 

. . / 
J, 
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source of human ri~hts abuses, they were also seen to be ~angin~ 

u_1 on poor beleag;ured Nicarar;ua. .A clA~•ic example of truth 

bein~ turned on its head came on Au!!;Ust 14 when CBS' Bill Curti~_ . 
announced 

Aa milita~y pact between Guatam_ala and El Salvador under which the 

_-former would provide trairiin~ for Salvadoran soldiers in exchan~e 

.Id:xx::r for ·1i~ht ·Jrm~. The move, accordin~ to Curtis, "would 

. " 
further isolate NicaraguaT..u leavin~ the __ impression that these 

two_countries ·were ~an~in~ up on Nicara~ua when -the whole purpo~a 
_ he\~ -

of t]?.e a~reerp.ent_. in· the first place W9S to.fl.fend-off Nicara!;uan-

ba~ed insurgen~ies. -

In -"two ·weeks• of~ net·,vcrlc broad castin!;,· only. one report 
. \J -

was Y~WMii: __ airJd about the situation :iJ[J{€X on ·-the E5round in_ C~ntr.-i 

_America that could be . considered truly balanced and objective. _ · 
-

Thi. was a film· story_ about the war · i;i El ·salv::ador titled "The 

Ro.ad to_: SUchi toto" -wbic!t was narrated b__y Jay - Shaydlei; and- aired 

by:s_.ABC · on .!U~ust 10. It W~& al510 the only r:eport- which reveal°ed 

the nature 0~ th~ _strU~!;le in Central America ~ :ixx all its 

comp~exi~y,while des~ribi~~ the role of both .ides in the stru~~le 

-_ ~ th ~~ru_J_Jul ous n_eu trali ty. 

-- ·..:. · ~-- - -
, New5 s~ories that might contribute to ~rea~er public- under- - . 

:-&~aric;lin~ o! :&Ir:ic±ritt:i~rl: U.S. :Cent;al, A.mer?,-~ an!.~-5, iitorie ii" 

favorable to adminis-tration artuments~-wer_e frequently .flll.i tted· 

from network oovera~e • 
. _ 

: -/~ _.·. Th~ ~re_~~d.in_g -has_ dealt only with an -ana-ly &~•~of network 

·' . . :,e_rformanoe aa it .re_J.ates to atories actually_ a:f'red. · Yet sin&. 
:..,. 

- -·-· -_~i:ir omission can be ali devaating to public understanding o.r an · 

-

: iasue lik·e ·· Central .lmerica as much as those of com.mi 2uion. 
. _ _. .. .. ~ 

To -- :_ :··_--':·· 
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· iet s notion of what mi i ht be mi s sin~ f r om ne t work Ce n tral Am,eri c ;.n 

oovera~e, I compared that cove r a~e with stories for the s am e p e r iod 

about Central Ameri ca in the Washin;t on Time s and Po s t. What 

follo ws iii buts mAre !!"l l!lT-J lin~ of Cen t ral .4me ricaar_ela t ed new~_,,:..;$~.-1 

you didn't catch on the network evenin~ n ews pro ~rams ~ E? caus_e they · 

weren't t he re):~~jU.U~~~.KXaa;:.z!g?J,JXM'/-I 

e A public adJni s sion by the Sandani s ta i nterior minister 

that Miskito Indi an, in Nicar a g;ua h atl been ,, abused" in· the p ast, 

and that over 300 indi ans were still bein~ held in pr i ~on. 

o The Centrsl .America triit of .A~ri_cul ture Secretary John 

Block which featured announcements of increased U.s. food aid ·a~ ­

,art of the administration's exp anded· economic as.istance ~ro~ram -_ 

in the -region. 

~ .An !P 5tory to the effect that Libyan leader M. Quaddafi 
-

was fundin~ the irainin~ of t~rrorisis in the Caribbean~ 
-

a A report that a nto~ official" had ·defected from Cuba and 

was sup1l,-ing import a.pt informati ~n about Cuba' & involvement -in 

espiona~e and drug traffickin~ in. the U-S•. ·to .&.rnerican officials. 

• A report of pro~ress by Sal-yadoran j~dicial offi-cials 

probin~ the 1980 slaying of -four .American churchwomen. 

- • Favo~able developm~nts lqxZx in the Salvador~n ~ilitary 

. campai~n a~ainat insu.rge~t• in th~t c ountry.- _ 

~ Acceptance by the Vete~ ana _of Foreign War ■ 0£ a prop osal 

to raise private U. s. con-tri buti·ona to support anti:-Sandani sta 

-!reedo.m.-!i~ter ■ • 
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General Conclusions. 

Althou~ this survey covered only two week• of network 

news bro adca,tin~, the !indin~e tend to stron~ly support adminis­

tration cliai.m.1 that the media "isn't playin~ fair" when it comes 

to repo~tin~ Central America. Most specifically, the following 

general conclu1iona can be noted: (l)Ad.ministration efforts to 

communicate the substance of u.s. Central American ~olicy were 

~onsistently thwarted by network over-simplification and an over­

riding interest in e~~entially non-substantive issues; (2)the 

network, appeared -to play on domestic f~ars o! military invoiyement 

- in Central America while devotin~ disproportionate covera~e to 

~d.m.inistrative ~ri tics; (3)network covera~e con~istently depi_cted 

u.s. policie~ _and actions as the primary source of conflict in 

the region; (4) President Rea~an, the U.S., and U.S.-backed ele- -· ·· 

ment~ were consi~tently portrayed in a ne~ative fashion whereas 

So-Viet-backed elementa _we~e accorded far more- sympathetic journal- .-. -

istic treatment; (5) the network ■ failed to report news stor~es 

that would have bolstered public understandint o!, and support for, 

current U. s. -,olicies. 

- - . - - - . -- ~ . 
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ments in 1966. Currently enrolled as non-resident Ph . D. 
degree candidate; dissertation research examines the efficacy 
of biographic data in predicting and explaining the political 
attitudes/behavior of non-Western military elites . 

~ UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO , Chicago, Illinois 

- . 

Research fellow in Military Sociology under grants from the 
University . of Chicago, Russell Sage, and Carnegie Foundations, 
1966-1967 . Engaged "in two-months' field research to investi­
gate socio-politi½al aspects of military intervention in 
Ghana and Nigeria, followed by six-month residency at the 
University of Chicago devoted to analysis of field research 
data and participation on the University ' s New Nations 
Study Committee. 

• BELOIT COLLEGE, Beloit, Wisconsin 

Resident undergraduate study, 1959-1963; awarded B.A.· degree 
(cum laude) with majors in Political Science and ~eography in 
June 1963 . 

OTHER TRAINING : 

• U.S. ARMY INfE;_½LiqENCE S~HOOL_, Fort Huachuca, Arizona 
.. 

Graduate, Tactical Intelligence Staff Officer Course, 1973 

• U.S . MARINE CORPS LANDING FORCE TRAINING CENTER, Naval 
Amphibious Base , Little Creek, Virginia 

Graduate , Phaser; Landing Force Planning Course, 1976 
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RESEARCH EXPERIENCE: 

1973-1976 

1972-1973 

1969-1971 

ESSEX CORPORATION, Alexandria, Virginia 

Research Scientist - Responsible for the design and 
conduct of applied research studies in behavioral 
science areas related to information and command/ 
control systems, decision making processes, simula­
tion techniq~es, and human performance evaluation . 
Served as manager of a project for the U.S'. Army 
Research Institute entailing the design, development 
and laboratory testing of "G-2 SIHTOS"--a cooputer­
base'd simulation exercise which provides a test bed 
for generating experimental data related to decision 
making and information utilization in Army tactical 
intelligence systems . Supported additional research 
in areas of command/control communications for DARPA, 
and concerning information service support requirements 
of the NASA Office of Life Sciences . 

U.S. ARMY COMBAT DEVELOPMEl'fIS COM¾AND, Riverdale Maryland 

Research Consultant - Engaged as a professional con­
sultant in support of "Project CRIAF"--a comparative 
cross-national study of the socio-economic/political 
roles and capabilities of non-Western armed forces 
conducted for USACDC_~Y. !h~ 354th Army Civil Affairs 
Group. 

AMERICAN INSTITlITES FOR RESEARCH, Kensington, Maryland 

Research Scientist - Responsible for the preparation of 
applied sociological and psycbological research studies 
for the Department of the Army requiring specialized 
foreign area knowledge in addition to the normal range 
of behavioral science skills . Served as member of an 
AIR research team having responsibilities for the pre­
paration of "Intercultural Communications Guides"-­
country-specific analyses of indigenous target groups 
designed for operational utilization by U.S. Army PSYOP 
and military assistance advisory personnel . Provided 
conceptual and analytic support for attitudinal survey 
research being conducted to assess the effectiveness of 
Republic of Korea military civic action programs . 
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RESEARCH EXPERIENCE: 

1967-1969 

1966-1971 

CENTER FOR RESEARCH IN SOCIAL SYSTEMS, Washington, D.C. 

Research Associate/Research Scientist - Respon sible for 
the design and conduct of applied r e search s t udies for 
the Department of the Army related to Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Undertook an ext ensive survey designed to provide empiri­
cal data for assessing the social, political, and pro­
fessional characteristics of African military leadership 
groups. One output of this effort was a machine- readable 
data file containing biographic information concerning 
over 2,300 individual military personalities in a total 
of 37 independent African countries. Authored an addi-

-
tional study relating to Sub-Saharan Africa for the 
U.S. Army War College which ·sought to provide War 
College students with a g eneral overview of the major 
geographic, socio-economic, political, and military 
issues underlying post- indepe ndence African developments. 

OVERSEAS RESEARCH, United Kingdom and West Africa 

Have undertaken field research activities in support of 
Ph.D. studies on three occasions. These activities have 
been primarily oriented in terms of acquiring data concern­
ing the institutional and political characteristics of 
West African armies and ·their leadership cadres. The 
research undertaken has entailed identification and ac­
quisition of official unpublished documenta~y materials, 
on-site visits to military installations in Ghana, Nigeria, 
and Sierra Leone as well as to U.K. facilities employed 
for training of African officers, and frequent interaction 
with both indigenous and foreign personnel having direct 
knowledge of West African politico-military affairs-

MILITARY EXPERIENCE: 

1970 to 
Present 

U.S. MARINE CORPS RESERVE 

Received direct commission as Intelligence Officer (NOS 0202) 
under Specialist Officer Program in 1970. Since commissioning 
have served in Class II and Class III organized reserve units 
in the Washington, D.C. area. Have performed active duty for 
training as a student at the Army Intelligence School and 
FMFLant Landing Force Training Center and as a member of 
joint intelligence (f-2) and civil-military operations (J-5) 
staffs. 
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MILITARY EXPERIENCE : 

1957-1959 U.S. MARINE CORPS 

Enlisted service as infantryman (MOS 0311) assigned to 
Marine rifle company, 1st Marine Division, ~CB Camp 
Pendleton, California. 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS: 

• Inter-University Seminar on Armed Forces and Society, 
Fellow 

• Human Factors Society, Potomac Chapter, ~1ember 

• Marine Co rps Association, Member 

• Narine Corps Reserve Officers Association, Member 

PAPERS, REPORTS, PUBLICATIONS: 

Colas, · John N. An Evaluation of the G-2 SIMTOS Data Base. Essex 
Corporation technical report prepared-for the-Army Research 
Institute, December 197~_._ 

Colas, John N. An Introductory Guide to the Independent States of 
Tropical Africa. CRESS technical report prepared for the Army 
War College, February 1969. 

Colas, John N. Maxime Weygand and Civil-~lilitary Relations in Modern 
France, Book Note. American Political Science Review, 1968 (Sep­
tember), 1104-1105. 

Colas, John N. Military Background and Legislative Behavior - -Some 
Indications from the 88th U.S. Congress. Unpublished paper, 
Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri, 1966 (see Yarmo­
linsky, The Military Establishment, New York: Harper and Row, 
1971, 120-121). 

Colas, John N. Military Leadership in the Independent States of Black 
Africa. CRESS unpublished administrative report prepared under 
contract with USASTRICOM, January 1969. 
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PAPERS, REPORTS, PUBLICATIONS: 

Colas, John N. Repo-rt of Findings from the G-2 SIMTOS Pilot Test 
Program. Essex Corporation technical report prepared for the 
Army Research Institute, }~y 1975. 

Colas, John N. A Research Vehicle for the Studv of Tactical Intelli­
gence Information Processing and Decision ~raking. Essex Corpora­
tion technical report prepared for the Army Research Institute, 
July 1975. 

Colas, John N. The Social and Professional Correlates of Military 
Intervention in Nigeria. Unpublished paper presented at the 
Annual }leeting of the Inter-University Seminar on Armed Forces 
and Society, Chicago, Illinois, 9-11 October 1969. 

Collins, John J. and Colas, John N. Human Factors in Coiill.!2.and, Control 
and Cornmunications--Program Survey and Review. Essex Co rporation 
technical report prepared for the Advanced Research Projects 
Agen~y, August 1975. 

Kink~de, Robert G. and Colas, John N. Study of the Infonnation Services 
Required to Meet the Needs of NASA Life Scientists. Essex Corpora­
tion technical report prepared for the NASA Office of Life Sciences, 
December 1975. 

Malone, Thomas B. and Colas, John N. Diesel Engine Emission and Human 
Performance--A Brief Survey. Essex Corporation report prepared for 
the National Bureau of Mines, February 1976. 

Spinks, Charles N., Colas, _John N., ~- al. Intercultural Communications 
Guide for Laos. American Institutes for Research technical report 
prepared for the Army Research Office, 1970. CONFIDENTIAL 

Spinks, Charles N., Colas, John N., ~- al. Intercultural .Communications 
Guide for the Philippines. American Institutes for Research techni­
cal report prepared for the Army Research Office, 1971. CONFIDENTIAL 
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Nicaragua: A Corresponde~t's Portrait 
The writer- of this article, who is the 

Paris bur-ea.u chief of The Times, has 
also wor-ked as a correspondent in Af­
rica, Eastern Europe, the Middle 
East and Asia. 

By .JOHN \:INOCUR 
Special to TIM, Nrw Yon Times 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua, - l1lis is 
a tropical revolution, sprawling in the 
heat and wild rain, not quite am­
ta.ined by ideology or plan. 

Up close, Nicaragua, which Presi­
dent Reagan describes as part of the 
Soviet-Cuban axis, is more striki.ng]y 
a place stumbling in its own contra­
dictory slogans, banding out ration 
cards, ·waiting in line for ias, for 
beans. 

The soaring promises of the 1979 
, Sandinista insu.-rec:tion - po:i:ical 

pluralism, a mixed priva~d-state 
economy and internati0'laJ nonalign­
ment - are gone, replaced by opened 
mail , People's TribWlal.s , smothered 
debate. 

Yet, at the same time, Managua 
does not have East Berlin's watch- · 
towers and machine gunners or 
Bucharest's near catatonic despair. 
If evil, thuggery or the potential for 
sudden brutality can suffuse the air of 
a city like a pollen of fear. then there 
are other places with meaner rulers . 
Unlike E.estern Europe, anyone can 
get a passport and leave ; hundreds of 
thou.sands who want to stay have 
learned to read and are receiving 
health care and land for the first 
time. 

Nicaragua's contradictions can 

seem extraordinary. Tne Sandinista 
hymn proclaims, .. We fight against 
the Yanqw, enemy of humaruty," but 
Howard Cosell's voice filters through 
the Spanish commentary on the 
Saturday night television fight (a 
three-year-old tape) from Phoenix A 
fifth-grade math problem starts by 
proclaiming, "Public health is a con­
stant preoccupation of our People's 
Sandinista Revolution . How many 
. . . ?", but the movie houses are play­
ing something with Joey Travolta and 
•·Toe Big Red One," United States ir.­
fan:rymen winning the war in Eu­
rope . 

For some vis itors , the contradic­
tions can bt pvwertul , poignant 
e::iough to partialJy s ubmerge the 

• He knew Cuba well, he said, and he ' 1n a supermarket near McDonald'!= 
aeemed to think it V.'a.S a sad, rigid - the golden arches live on in Mana­
place. He told his visitors that if Nica- gua in what a Sandinista described as 
(agua were Jett alone, tts good-na- the revolution's most perverse anti­
~ tropicalness would triumph, its American joke - there are lobster­
humanity would remain and a decent talls but no meat. The market sells 
~alist st.ate would take shape. One meat only in the morning , it is ex­
of .the guests, a woman, replied that plained, and in the mornings there 
$e had been to Cuba as well. :•!bat's are lines outside waiting to get in. 
what they said there, too," she said. Above a <:-?PY of Readers' Digest on 
"Xou'll never regiment these people, the ~aganne stand, there is a poster 
Castro will never manage, they said. showing an Uncle Sam with a very 
"(hey were ~nmg , weren't they? It's . long torwue and the legend, "Fight 
not a very ruce place." / rumors. One of the evil rumors men­

The priest smiled. "Well, we're get- I tion~ is that all of Nicaragua's soap 
ting a Jot of support from the Servi- • is going to Cuba, and this intrigu~ ~ls," ~e sai~, chang_ing the subject. j people because, indeed, soap is no: 
'Jbey re going to build some bridges easy to get. 

and darns for us in the 21st century." The Sandinistas have installed a ra -
• I_t is a strange argument to meke in tioning system through the block 

f~vor ~fa count:)', saying that things committees that~ ~eory gu.aT8;Iltees 
~ stW approximate, Latin, contra- most everyone muumum supplies: a 
dictory, contused, but in a sense this pound of sugar, half a pound of rice 
is what is offered as counterargument per week, a roll of toilet paper per 
for the emergency Jaws of March 1982 person per month. If a Nicaraguan 
Wat mean no dissent, n ~ discussion, ha:5 mo~ money, be can buy these 
no habeas corpus, no elections. _ things ID free markets at several 
. .Sandinista speeches were some- ~es the price; the problem, the San­

times revised from delivery to final dinistas say, is "distribution" a 
text, apparently for the benefit of pa_nicular ailment of planned ~~ 
~ Americ_:an and West Europeans mies and _apparently one more stut; 
wbo sa:9-' the revolu_tion four years ago , born that 1lhte~cy. 
as ant1bureaucrat1c, antitotalitarian The problem 1s also that flour and 
and nondoctrinaire and are troubled corn are in short supply, and there 
by1ts development. are problems , too, if you do not get 

· l'wo years ago, when Defense alonp with the head of vour block a5-

Minister Humberto Ortega told a ~i3tion, officially cailed a Sandin-
grouP. of a:my offi_c~rs i? a speech 1sta Defe~e Committ~- A:1 English-
that Manasm-Leninism 1s the scien- man v. ho lives here said his Jandladv 
tific doctrine that guides our revolu- was not on terribly good terms with 
tion," the phrase was deleted from her block organizer and had been told 
the offi':ial published version. Now, her ration card would be forthcoming 
~'hen bis brother, Daruel Ortega when her revolutionary attitude 
~vedra, coordinator of the nine- "made itself more precise." 
man national directorate, told the Thereisnocertaingaugeofhowthe 
crow~ attending ceremonies July 19 . . shortages affect enthusiasm for the 
m~rking the Sandinista victory that revolution, but ~arricada, a newspa-
ne1ther "bullets nor ballots" could re- per whose de!Jvery staff includes 
verse "revolutionary power" in Nica- three cheerfuJ-looking 12--year-<>ld~ 
~gua. the di~tributed text followed armed with_ AK-47 rifles, has given 
his :words precisely. the d1fflcultJes of "distribution" con-

:Tbe Socialist International, the ' siderable space. For the Sandinistas 
v.:orldwide body of non-Marxist So- the essential explanation is the sam~ 
c1S!ist parties that has supported the as that ~or why there is no free pres~, 
Sand.inist.as, has written the leader- o_r political meetings, and why elec-
shlp expressing its concern about all tions, if they come, will not be "bour-
the places where the revolution has ieois democratic" ones, a phrase 
been too inescapably well-0rganized, which signifies the .. discredited" 
too transpa~tly efficient, suggest- Pr:oce<1ure_ of_peo~le running for office 
ing that elecuons would be a good with confhcting Vlewpoints . 
id_ea . Its representatives are received i The ~erican-supported counter-
with overwhelming courtesy and at- revolutionary threat has, it is said , 
tent10n and are reassured that if the c~t~ a special set of revolution~ry 
lu-nencans ease their pressure, all pnonues, and a Nicaraguan who fails 
v.iJJ end democratica.lly. to Wlderstand this is disloy8i1. 

Some of the Europeans have heard There are several categories of dis-
this before. A lead.inJ; European So- loyalty. The official Roman Catholic 
oal Democrat, who has come to C!turch, as represented by Arch-
~gua many times , spoke of feel - bishop Miguel Obando y Bravo of 

rest . But the rest is clear enough. mg a new tension and a new control Managua, has been described ~ 
Each month , a small , unofficial Nica- .. I am very much less comfort.ab]~ counterrevolutionary because jt has 
Taguan human-rights commlssion bere now," he said. denounced the absence o! freedom of 
roldly lists new disappearances, new He accepted the idea that there speech. 
jailings for opinions described as . ~ere . conflicting theoretical convic- The . Government, which! includ~ 
rounterrevol~tiona ry because tl.ey do tions ID the leadership and that "there two pnests , b.as provided its own kind 
not agree With the Sandl.Illstas . Al- is a danger of this country developing of people's church as a pro-Sandinista 
though the m ea nness in the streets is into a new Cuba." He advanced too alternative, but it was attacked this 
not that of m en with mirrored sun- the .idea that the Reagan Administ.ra - spring by Pope John Paul II as "ab-
rlasses and goon-squad cars on the tiOij'~ poli_cies_ we~ pushi ng Nicara - surd and , dai:igerous ." Since then, 
prowl , there is a distinct tension, and EU3 ID this dire:ction, strengthening John Pauls p icture , pasted onto the 
it--spJ'inEs from-bloc--l!--ce-mmi-H~- thf:'~ hand , he said of "the Marxis!--= wall of an office or th_e door of a 
s~lled revolutionary v:igils who IeiiiruSls here, those who wanted thi s house , has become, as lil Poland, ii 
want to know v.·ho comes to visit or lro.n tbe beginrung;" sym~l of anti-GQvernment noncon-
stays out late or listens to the Voice of fonruty · . _ America or buys La Prensa the Toe man, a-passionate advocate of . Toe ne:""Spaper La Prensa 15 class1-

. newspaper that , censored and operat- social progress and an enemy of cant, f1ed as d isloyal as well , and one_of its 
ing at quarterspeed, is the anmtry's went back to Europe before Barries- · editors, ~oberto Cardenal, ~cl he 
fiingle public link to a reality beyond da. tli:e Sandinist.2. newspaper, gave a 5Upposed it was allowed to continue to 
that of the Sandinistas. · D?ockiflE definition of Nicaraguan So- pnnt. - a remarkable concession in 
_ A priest who has backed the Sandin- oal ?emocrats in B political lexicon relation to the total st.ate dominatior, 
l.c.tas, who has said that the block published on the editorial page : "Cur- of Eastern ~~pean or Cuban press 
(X)mminees' leaders are sometimes rently a simple tendency presenting -:- beca~e we re g?OO for 1the San-
~erz,ealous bureaucra(s who ~w- ll.!lelf as alternative opposed to Marx- rll!UStas pubhe relations w:ith Arner-
p f;i.ined that phones v.·ere' tapped and tsm-;l..eninism ; e.xploi~ the fallacies i~. and Western Europe.•: , . _ • 
who reported mail going suspciously that lIDpenalism ba5 used against the V.'b~n they g~t ~ theu SOCl~lSt 
(\stray, also insisted that he would Comrnurust Party since the time of pha.c;e, he_sa1d, we re,finished . __ 

11
ever accept his country's becoming old Russia ; is affi li ated to the anti- The . nev. spa per ~blJShes no cnu-

another Cuba . The block committees, Communist oet,,,.·ork of th~ C.l .A ." cal ed.itonals and virtually no repon-
he argued , were an outgrcrwth of the • ing on what g~ on lil Nicaragua , ~ 
~ -ol utiun encl not modeled on those 8

. collt-etJOr. . o , fore ign ne'll, ~ a gen , y 
i.-i -H s va.f\c. dispa1cl,"::S, n 15 sut•mn ted tu c:en..'-Or., 
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before it is d.istributeo. "Some people put S2.5 million in 
Th_e ~ge of things unworthy of >-;Imesa, a feea-meaJ company, the Where there are intense traces of 

pubhcat1on escapes coherent analysis I biggest private investment since the Eastern European methods are in t.~e 
- a story from Paris quoting a revolution, thinkin& the best way to bourlong baggage searches, the com­
~rench Socialist !'arty official as say- play the game is to invest " he said pulsory exchange of hard currency to 
mg he knew nothing of Socialist Inter- "That was May 31. On' June 14: lOC!!..l money at rates one-eighth those 
national pressure on the Sandinistas. Al.mesa was declared a public utility. of the black market and in the mir­
a dispatch about a Soviet defector~ In fact, that's the mixed economy- rored booths for passport inspection 
Ja~! and an account quoting an edi- state control, private ad.mlnistra- _ at thP Managua airport. 
tonal m The New York Times calling tors." • 
on President Reagan to test the sin- Although the last generally reliable 

_ ·_cerity of what was apparently Daniel statistics stop in 1981, about 60 per- -The official pronouncements are el­
Ortega's offer to talk about Central cent of the economy is thought, noml- ther double-edged or confused, and 
America on a multilateral basis and nally at least, to be in private han~. the best explanation for this is the 
~ withdrawal of foreign military ad- But because the Government controls Sandinistas feel obliged to give sev-
V1Sers from the region . all the banks, all_ access to foreign eral messages in opposite directions 

The full sweep of officially defined at once. , 
security risks also extends to the currency and all jurisdiction over !m- To American visitors, frequently 
political parties (including the Com- ports and sets production quotas and from church and university groups, 
munist Party and its extreme left- designates priorities, the business-- the revolution is described as a 
wing derivatives) that were to make men are not much more than crown humanist one, a struggle against mis­
up Nicaraguan pluralism. Since four agents managers whose sal~ the e~. To other visitors, with left-wing 
people'sitting around together can be Gove~ent does not need to pay. _ views, .. th~ ~ is of .. ,clentific 
classified under the emergency law Sandinista doctrine is clear about · change vnth no mterest in achlevin8 
as ~ i_llegal political gathering, the I what entrepreneurs may never be: 8 · •'.perf~t dem~~cy," but a revolu­
Sand1TUstas, as guardians of the revo- I class, or pressure group, that can lion am~~ at a to_tal social transfor­
Jution, have granted themselves a 'place economic we; :;ht on the revolu- matlon .. The nodding_ ensues. 
complete monopoly on discussion. tion. If there is an: , accuracy in San- Speaking for the historical re_cord 

The outrage about this is particular dinista accounts of ad,1ce offered of the party new~pe~, elections, 
because the overthrow of Somoza them by Fidel Ce.stro, then one of his when they come, according to Hum­
even in the characterizations of prime bits of counsel was "Don't na- berto ~rtega, are "to consolidate 
Marxist writers, had important sup- tionali.ze too rapidly .. revolutionary power, not to call it into 
port from the Nicaraguans they de- . · QUc.Stion, because power is in the 
fine as the bourgeoisie. A man like • hands of the people through lts avant-
Dr. Clemente Guido, national secre- . Toe Cubans are here and reports of garde, the Sandinista National Liber-
tary Of the De · Chri th · be ' atio:i Front." mocrati, ·stian 

I 
e1r num rs wax and wane. The 

Party, is not pushing the limits of dis- word symbiosis often crawls into the Agriculture Minister Jaime Whee­
ingenum~s~ess when he suggests that semiofficial diction about Nicara- Jock Roman, a member of the na­
the Sandinistas have expropriated, or : gua •5 relationship v.ith Cuba. tional directorate, speaking to an 
at least confiscated; a revolution that ' But the relationship may not be en- American _reporter, says, "We be­
four years ago was genuinely broad- · tirely smooth. A high Sandinista offi- lieve in the alternation of power." 
based. cial who took a visitor for a ride in his Indeed, he goes on, "the time could 

Hoping to sound fair, he listed the new Japanese sedan one night, show- come when the people say the Sandin­
good things he felt the Sand.inistas 1ng off his driver-seat arsenal of a istas are not too sympathetic any. 
had accomplished : agrarian change Czechoslovak automatic pistol, a more and we might be voted out " 
nationalizat_ion of the banlr..s, larg~ stockless AK-47 rifle and an Ameri- Mr. 'Wheelock, who looks a bit '1te a 
health, hygiene and education cam- can .38-caliber pistol, told a story 
paigns . "The police and the ad.minis- about his "idiot cousin" who went to 
tration is not corrupt now," he says. °!ba and came back to Nicaragua 
"If you pay a traffic fine, you know it Wlth a Cuban accent. The cousin said 
goes to the Government." "pern.3 ," Cuban-style, instead of 

One of Dr. Guido's political friends "pierna," the Spanish word for leg , as 
said he felt the revolution had brought correcUy pronounced in Nicaragua, 
the country a sense of life closer to its and the affectation irritated the San­
real means. In teaching the country , dinista profoundly. "Hey, we've got 
to read with such remarkable sue;,. I our ov.n personality here," he said 
cess, the revolution, he said has un- "Tius is not Cuba." ' 
wittingly undermined those' outside - There are other stories . A priest 
Nicaragua accomoclating Sandinista told of a nun trekking to Managua 
authoritarianism with the argument from a distant province to complain 
that democracy in Latin America is a about a Cuban teacher who said there 
secondary notion . would be no more time off from 

But these men are quick to point out school for catechism instruction; the 
v.·hen the changes in the initial doc- account supposedly reached Daniel 
trine started - six months after Ortega, who recently baptized his 
Somoza's departure, and not when new child, and the Cuban was sup~ 
the "contras" emerged over the Hon- edly reprimanded. 
duran border. Fidel Castro acknowledges the 

By early 1980, moderates in the presence of about "•000 Cubans in 
Government had begun to be re- Nicaragua, of whom about 200 ue 
placed, and the Sandinista "mass or- military advisers . The American estl­
g~tions" took shape, giving San- mate of the number of Cubans in mUJ­
d1TUsta supporters among the work - tary and security positions is about 
ers, agricultural emplovees and block 2,000 for a Sandinista army of about 
associations control over production I 80,000troops. 
and daily life . . ~ince the Cubans wear Nicaraguan 

PY early 1980, the Government was · uruforms, t.riey hardly stand out; driv­
a1so placarding its concept of interna- ing north on back roads from Ea.st 
tim_ial nonalignment: when the Berlir: to the Baltic Sea produces a 
Uruted Nauons was voting to con- more intense notion of the Soviet mili­
dnnn the Soviet intervention in Af. tary presence in East Germany -
{U1anistan, the delegate from Nicara- troops squatting in the woods, field 

______ gua a~tained ;__§_oon he defended the hospitals, s igns in Cyrillic lettering­
Vietnamese role in Cambodia, and than trips ~agmr-du-1:n- -
soon the Government felt its labor terms of a palpable feeling of Cuban 
wiions and women's organizations inYolvement here . 
should join world federations headed The Soviet bloc's role on the ground 
by Ille Soviet Union. is described as "not overwhelm.lni" 

• 
.. The _mixed economy Ls no gag, it is 

no publicity trick," Tomas Borge the 
h_iterior Minister, insisted in an ~ter-1 
view. 

"~e ~ed econom_y -works like 

lhls, SAJd Antonio Lacayo, a busl-1 
~man, one of those remainlng in 
Nicaragua and calling themselves 
"buffalos" - animals too dumb and 
~tubborn to drop in their tracks when 
shot in the head. 

by Western embassies. There are 
groups of 30 to 40 East Germans. ac­
tive in intelligence, military Intelli­
gence and communications and about 
the same number of Bulgarians, 
whose tasks inclurle counterintelli-
1enCE counsellng The Soviet Em­
bassy staff is about as b ig as that of 
the United States Embassy, 40 ~ 
ple . About the same number of Soviet 
trainers and mechanics for helicop-
ters and armored vehlcies are rotated 
in and out of the country on a regular 
basis . 



young Des! Arnaz, raises a finger for 
emphasis and talks with some affec-­
tion of former President Jimmy Car­
ter. Then he says: "We see Reagan as 
a decomposition of democracy. It's 
the conversion of democracy into fas­
cism. It is the rebirth of Hitler in the 
United States." 

Suppose, he is asked, that all polltl­
. cal pressure came off the Sandinis­
tas, then what? "The political strug­
gle will become more civilized." he 
replied . 

TomAs Borge, the Interior Minis­
ter, brutally tortured by the Somoza 
regime, has a more interesting an­
swer to the same question. "There 
has never been a revolution left in 
peace," he said. "If that happened 
maybe it would mean we had.n 't made 
a revolution at all ." 

• 
Eight women are sitting on the 

porch of the Perrnament Committee 
for Human Rights, and they look dirt 
poor, the kind of people the Sandinis­
tas say are the essence of the revolu. 
tion . 

One woman is barefoot , the others 
in faded taffeta and muslin dresses; 
they are fiesta clothes, church 
clothes . Their complaint is simple. 
They have come from the town of 
Caterina to the commission, a private 
body, to plead for relatives who have 
gotten 10- to 14-year sentences for 
"logistical support and distribution of 
counterrevolutionary propaganda ." 

A member of the commi~sion v.ill 
listen and tell them not.bing can be 
done . "Habeas corpus is just not re­
spected in Nicaragua," Lino Fern!n­
dez Higueras , a commission lav.-yer, 
says. "Once I might have been able to 
follow up. Not now." 

He is hesitant to give an estimate of 
the number of people in jail on politi­
cal charges because the le.st time a 
committee member did, Mr. Fernan­
dez says , he went to prison for it. 
Other people mention the figure of 
2,500. 

Mr. Fernandez says instead that 
tht quality of justice in Nicaragua is 
now such that the commission lists 
people as missing only if they have 
no: l,een heard from for three or four 
months . This year, he figures , there 
have been about 70 disappearances . 

.. The Government has acknowl­
edged holding one man," be said. 
••we think that there's the possibility 
that many are dead. As far as we are 
concerned, the Government de­
scribes us as counterrevolutionaries 
and reactionaries ." · 

The courts themselves, he says, 
have tended to be supplanted by Peo­
ple's Tribunals, occasional bodies 1n 
which members of the Sandinista 
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.. mass organizations' '. sit in Judg­
ment. They ·have handled , he be­
Ueves, about 120 cases, and their ex­
istence, Mr. Fern!ndez says, "is a 
violation of human rights in itself be­
cause they are separate and inde­
pendent of the courts." 

Mr. FernAndez is methodical, a 
quiet man whose expression varies 
between serious and grave. His Span­
ish is that of a legai brief. He says: "I 
do not accept the argument that the 
Government's violations of human 
rights are the result of external pres­
sures. They come, in fact, from ad&-. 
sire to retain its hegemony within 
Nicaragua." 

• 
It is about 8 P.M., and there is a bit 

of a stir in the block association head­
quarters , a house once ov.-ned by a 
Somoza colonel that is surrounded by 
wooden shacks and small stucco 
buildings. There is going to be a little 
parade , and Socoro Rivas de L6pez, a 
grade-school principal and the local 
woman in charge , says everyone ·. 
should come along . 

They leave the headquarters, its 
banners and blackboard listing the · 
names of the United States Navy ves­
sels on manuevers off the Nicaraguan 
coast, and head into the darkened 
streets . Children are playing catch 
and soccer under the street lights . A 
woman bangs a metal bar like a din­
ner bell, and the group, 20 or 30 ~ 
ple , march up the street slowly, 
chanting "Patria librel" and "'A la 
fronteral" and "NopasarAnl" 

There is a man with a bullhorn, and 
be directs his call to the people stay­
ing in their house . "Come to our D:liru­
meeting ," he says . "Those of you who 
don't know what an invasion is, come. 
Those who don't believe we 're under 
attack, get out here . Turn off the 1V 
and come v.ith us ." 

A few children and a few dogs join 
in. Tnere is a speech or tv.·o under the 
street light, reminders of how often 
United States Marines have been to 
Nicaragua, exhortations , rallying 
cries that seem blocked, suspended in · 
the heavy night air. 

Is this a good turnout? a guest 
marcher asks. ••come tomorrow," 
l vAn Vargas says. "'Then it will be_ 
better. This is our problem, you see . 
There are some people who accept 
the benefits of the revolution but are 
not so eager about its responsibil­
ities ." 

Mr. Vargas, a law student who has 
done some teaching , wanted to make 
sure he was being understood. He 
raised his arm in a gesture of benefi­
cent instruction. "Ideological prepa­
ration takes a great deal of time," he 
said . "You must take the long view." 
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Dear Dolf: 
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PARK RIDGE, ILLINOIS 60068 
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21 August 1983 

I am very pleased to be able to participate as a member of your 
group in support of the President's initiatives in Central America. 
They have my fullest support , and I would like to volunteer both my 
time and experience in support of the President's objectives. 

I am available, with reasonable notice, to speak anywhere in the 
USA. My firm has given me the fullest support in this matter. 

While the major details of my previous speaking experience are 
already known to you , I am enclosing a couple of pages for your files. 

As you know, I have just returned (August 6th) from a 30-day 
Army Reserve training project in Central America. I served as 
co-chairman of the Operational Planning Group for El Salvador 
while assigned to the J-5 Office at Southern Command Headquarters. 

During my tour , I worked exclusively on the problems and projected 
remedies for E1 Salvador. I visited El Salvador and made extensive 
field trips, talking with both US military trainers and the Salvadorean 
Army personnel . I also wandered through several villages, talking to 
the local people about the war and the guerrillas. Needless to say, 
my findings were at great variance with the current press reports. 

In additon, I also was selected to go to Honduras and serve as 
the coordinator for the civic action/humanitarian assistance aspects 
of our ongoing large-scale military exercise that will run until March . 
During this trip I visited the Regional Military Training Center 
where US personnel are training the El Salvador Army battali ons. 



By virtue of these experiences, and my previous ten-year stint 
in the counterinsurgency programs in Laos and Vietnam, I feel 
competent to speak to the following subjects: 

US military training and support for El Salvador 

Operations and characteristics of the El Salvador Army 

Activities and operations of the Communist-directed guerrilla 
movement in El Salvador and Central America 
The reconstruction aspects of the El Salvador National Campaign 
Plan (including USAID input). 

Operation and function of the US-supported Regional Military 
Training Center in Honduras. 

Purpose and operations of the large-scale joint military 
exercise now being conducted in Honduras and adjoining waters . 

The US Army Public Affairs Office in the Pentagon has already 
offered to provide appropriate military briefings to keep me up 
t o date on development s in Central America. They would also like 
to "borrow" me for the i r own speaking program from time to time, 
based upon your prior approval. 

Looking forward to working with you, I remain 

Sincerely, 

;g,av-
Earl J. Young 
Colonel USAR 



PUBLIC SPEAKING EXPERIENCE 

EARL J. YOUNG 
Phone 486-0647 

AID member, State Department Speaking Team on Vietnam , 1965. 
Participated in lectures/debates at ten major US universities. 

Will appear in two segments of a new 13-part series on the Vietnam 
War to be aired this fall on Public Broadcast televis ion (WGBH). 

Appeared on BBC "World Today" international radio programs explaining 
US policy in Laos and . debating Philip Agee on issue of US intelligence 
gat hering. 

Lectured frequently at US military schools and to military reserve 
and active units on US and Communist activities i n Southeast Asia. 
This was under White Rouse auspices when I served as Special 
Assistant to Amb Leonhart. 

Member of US Information Service "American Speakers" program during 
r esidence in London; presentations to British civic groups, schools, 
political organizations and a special Ministry of Defense Seminar. 

POLITICAL EXPERIENCE 

Volunteer worker , Cal i fo rnia State Republican Committee, Los Angeles. 
Polled every County Sheriff and rural newspaper editor to determine 
political inclinations in their respective areas. 1976 Campaign. 
Participated in letter-writing campaign on behalf of candidate Reagan 
during 1980 election. tsee attached example) 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Presently COLONEL, US Army Reserve (Infantry). Top Secret Clearance. 
Airborne , Ranger and Special Forces qualified. Reserve training tours 
include US Southern Command Headquarters (J-5) 1983; Special Operations 
Task Force, Europe (European Command Headquarters) 1982; Intelligence 
Directorate , EUCOM 1 1981. Political-Military Division, The Army Staff, 
(Pentagon) 1976-19HO . Special Project Officer, DAO Embassy, London. ·~ 
1981-1982 . 193d Infantry Br igade (Panama) 1979. Graduate, US Army 
Command and General Staff College; National Defens e University. 

Active service includes Infantry Commander, Korean War 1953. 

US Government Latin American experience ; 

Chier, Narcotics Control Division and Embassy Narcotics Coordinator, 
US Dept of State; Quito , Ecuador 1978-1980. Close relationship with 
host nation police, INTERPOL, Customs and military intelligence agency 
to introduce and provide support ror cocaine interdiction program 
funded by the US. 
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US Government Counterinsurgency Experience 

Senior Area Coordinator (Military Region V) Kingdom of Laos 1969-1973. 
Conceived, planned and directed implementation of USAID-funded 
counterinsurgency programs in an area comprising 720 villages and 
500,000 people. Integrated US military and civilian agency efforts. 

Assistant Director for Military Civic Action (USAID, Region I), 
Republic of Vietnam. 1966-1967. Coordinated US military and US 
civilian agency rural development and pacification programs. 

White House Special Assistant. On loan from AID, served as Special 
Assistant to the Special Assi tant to the Pre 1dent for Vietn m. 
Coordinated AID field programs in Vietnam with all other US agencies. 
1968-1969. 

Provincial Representative, Republic of Vietnam. Senior US civilian 
representative-designed & directed US-funded pacification program 
in two rural provinces of Vietnam; 1963-1965. 

Chief , Air Delivery Section, Air America, Inc. Kingdom of Laos 1962. 
Supervi sed and participated in aerial resupply of US Special Forces 
and Lao Army units behind enemy lines. 

PRIVATE SECTOR EXPERIENCE 

Presently Vice President, International Operations, Ridge Management 
Corporation of Chicago. Provide company with current and projected 
data on potential energy-related investments overseas. 

Formerly, International Representative, Midcontinent Energy Company; 
a small, midwestern oil exploration and production company. Based 
in London, England 1980-1982. 

Co-author, with Dr. George Tanham of the RAND Corporation, of 
WAR WITHOUT GUNS, Praeger, NY 1966. Story of civilian side of 
the war in Vietnam . Also author of a number of feature articles 
now being printed in various European media on US independent 
oil production; beef cattle production and illegal immigration. 
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Thanks to Reagan on Viet1ia11i 
To l"he Editor: 

J must strongly disag ree with the 
content of your editoral criticising 
Ronald Reagan's view on Vietnam . 
If one statement during the Reagan 
campaign wou ld induce me to vote 
for Governor Reagan, it wou ld be 
his descri ption of the Vietnam War 
as a "noble cause." 

Conventional wisdom in n('ws 
media now has it that our participa­
tion in that war was immoral, un­
just, and unnecessary. I served al­
most five years in Vietnam in a ci­
vilian capacity, working in the 
countryside with Vietnamese villag­
ers in an attempt to stop the Com• 
munist takeover. Did the Vietnam­
ese like the Saigon government? 
No. They only wanted to be left 
alone and in peace. . 

But they hated and feared the 
Communist Viet Cong, and eventu­
ally the North Vietnamese regular 
forces even more. If, as was often 
reported in the American press, 
they awaited the arrival of the 
North Vietnamese with open arms. 
why are they now fleeing Vietnam 
by the hundreds of thousands? 

President John Kennedy's deci­
sion to aid Vietnam was based on 
the best information we had at the 
time. The American people gave 
their money, their go~~.' and their 

sons to help the Vietnamese. Ameri­
can errors in judgment are easy to 
criticize with hindsight, but the un­
selfish dedication of the thousands 
of young Am erican men and 
women w ho worked with me in 
Vietnam will not be matched again 
in this generat ion . 

We did go to Vietnam with a 
nohle purpose, and we served a 
noble cause. At least Governor Rea­
gan had the guts to speak out in de­
fense of his country. 

EARL J. YOUNG 
American Embassy 

Quito, Ecuador 



ANTI-SEMJTISM IN NJCARAGUA 
By Shoshana Bryen 

Numbering only fifty families at its peak, the Jewish community of 

~icaragua lived peacefully there for nearly a century, until the Sandinista revo­

lution. They have now been forced into exile. 

While there are some who believe the actions taken against Jewish citizens 

was the result of severe Sandinista anti-capitalism, the death threats, the immed­

iate confiscation of businesses and private property, the torching of Managua's 

synagogue (and its later confiscation) and the arrest and harassment of Nicaragua's 

Jews were not examples of burgeoning socialism. The Jews were singled out because 

the Sandinistas have been closely linked to the Palestine Liberation Organization 

for the past fifteen years. They have adopted the ideology and tactics of their 

trainers and suppliers, and of the trainers and suppliers of the PLO. The PLO is 
·-thL 

largely supported by the Soviet Union, which is currently conducting Alatest in a 

series of intensively anti-Semitic campaigns. 

When the Sandinistas came to power in 1979, they cl a imed their economic 

blueprint was a mixture of capitalism and socialism. They have, in fact, left some 

businesses in the hands of their owners, who vary in religion, ethnic backg round and 

country of birth. The only group who's businesses and personal property we re t a ken 

en masse were the Jews. There was no economic or industrial common denominator in 

the confiscations. 

Harassment began before the success of the revolution. In 1978, the 

Managua synagogue was s.et on fire during Sabbath services by five men shouting 

PLO victory slogans and anti-Je\Jish ones. When two worshippers tried to leave by 

the side door, they were forces back by men with automatic weapons. Anti-Jewish 

graffiti was common in Managua. 

The Sandinista's clandestine radio announced that it would execute Max 

Najman, a Nicaraguan who served as honorary Consul of Israel. Freddy Luft, own e r of 

a textile factory, was warned by an employee (a member of the Sandinistas) that he 

would be jailed after the revolution. Abraham Corn's factory was burned and the 

Sandinistas collected the insurance money. Gorn left the country during the heavy 

fighting, and returned after the Sandinistas came to power. He was then accused of 

stealing land and jailed. At age 70, he spent his sentence swecpin~ streets. 

Gorn figured prominently in the confiscation of the Managua synagog ue 

by the Sandinistas. The building was taken for use by the Sandinistas on the grounds 

that it was private property of Abraham Gorn, and it is now covered with anti­

Zionist posters. The Jewish community produced the notarized deed recording the 
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purchase of land to build a "Jewish Temple" by the "Congregacion Israelita Del 

Nicaragua." The document lists the officers of the congregation and describes it 

as a legal entity with religious, cultural and social purposes. Promyted by 

numerous demands for information by the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai Brith, the 

Sandinistas now say they didn't know it was a synagogue, and will consider reopening 

it as a house of worship. In the absence of the Jewish community, this is a cynical 

gesture. 

These are the revelations of Isaac Stavisky, who has his own story to 

tell. Stavisky and his brother-in-law, both Nicaragua-born, owned a complex of 

factories . In the 18 months prior to the revolution, they were subject to death 

threats by telephone and dry runs of abduction attempts. "In one instance, I was 

stopped with my son inside the car, and at gunpoint my life was threatened. I was 

warned that my businesses were to be taken over. 

"One favorite tactic was to call around three in the morning and tell 

my brother-in-law that I had been shot and killed. At the same time, I would get a 

call claiming that my brother-in-law was shot and killed. 

"In addition, there were writings on the walls inside and outside the 

factories: 'Death to the Jews; Isaac will be killed. Beware Sandinista justice."' 

By his own account, Stavisky never participated directly or indirectly 

in politics, and rejects any assertion that Nicaragua's Jews had acted as a conduit 

for relations between Nicaragua and Israel. "Since when do two governments need a 

civilian to make a deal?" he asked rhetorically. 

Support for Israel by Somoza, however, was one reason the Sandinistas 

turned to the PLO for assistance in their revolution in 1969. Benito Escobar of the 

Sandinistas met that year in Mexico City with three PLO officials, r esu lting in the 

placement of 52 Sandinistas in Tyre, Lebanon for training. Others went to Fatah 

camps in Algeria. 

In 1970, Sandinistas fought with the PLO against King Hussein of Jordan 

and joined a Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine attempt to hijack an 

ElAl airliner. Both facts were disclosed by Sandinista leaders only after the 

success of their revolut~on. 

In 1978, there was public confirmation of the Sandinista-Palestinian 

connection. On 5 February, Escobar and Issam Sli of the Marxist Democratic Front 

for the Liberation of Palestine issued a joint communique emphasizing "the bonds of 

solidarity which exist between the two revolutionary organizations'' and condemning 

US support of Israel and Nicaragua. 
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Cuba, Venezuela and Panama were the principal suppliers of arms to the 

Sandinista revolution until the final weeks. However, just before the final of­

fensive against the Somoza government, large, vital shipments arrived from Libya 

and Algeria. According to at least one source, the arms came from North Korea, sent 

to Nicaragua on a Lebanese-registered vessel owned and operated by the PLO. It was 

not the first such shipment arranged by Thomas Borge, now Interior Minister of 

Nicaragua and previously an emissary of Fidel Castro in th e Middle East. 

After the revolution, the Sandinistas signed a "government-to-govern_ment 

agreement" with the PLO, and the PLO opened an Embassy in Managua. The PLO then 

loaned the government nearly $12 million. 

On the first anniversary of the revolution, Vasser Arafat received a 

royal welcome in Managua. Borge told him, "We say to our brother Arafat that Nicaragua 

is his land and the PLO cause is the cause of the Sandinistas." Arafat replied, 

- "The links between us are not new, your comrades did not come to our country 

just to train, but also to fight." The last was most likely a reference to the 

1970 Jordanian war . . 

In January 1982, Arafat announced that the PLO had sent pilots to Nicaragua 

and guerrilla fighters to El Salvador. The US State Department confirmed the former. 

In May, Managua Radio announced a PLO gift to the Sandinistas: a Boeing 707. A 

State Department report of May 1983 said the plane never left Tanzania, oweing to 

a lack of Nicaraguan resources to transport it to Central America. The same report 

said further that PLO technicians had tried, but failed, to make Nicaragua's radar 

system operational. 

This past April, the Nicaraguan government hosted the Latin Ame,rican 

regional meeting as one of a series in Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America prior 

to the International Conference on the Question of Palestine. The purpose of the 

meeting was to "obtain support from international public opinion for the Palestinian 

people's struggle for liberty and self-determination," according to a representative 

of the Nicaraguan Foreign Ministry. 

Since the war in Lebanon and the loss of their territorial base, the PLO 

is unable to train Sandinistas in terrorist tactics or supply arms. However, ac­

cording to a Sandinista defector, PLO pilots, technicians and advisors still operate 

in Managua. 

The Soviet Connection 

The Sandinistas received tremendous logistical and ideological support 

from ~uba, Libya and the PLO, among others. All arc entirely public about their 

commitment to international "liberation." And the chief exporter of "liberationist" 
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philosophy and the means to succeed is the Soviet Union. 

The Soviets, in order to set conditions for their surrogates (such as 

the Sandinistas) have launched a tough anti-Semitic campaign in the USSR. They 

have now declared that Jewish culture, nationhood and religion no longer exist -­

only Zionism, which is to be strenuously opposed. Their deliberate blurring of 

Zionism and Judaism makes it easy for surrogates in Europe and Latin America to 

create turmoil in the West by attacking Jewish schools, social buildings and syna­

gogues in Paris, Brussels, Rome, Sydney and Managua while claiming no anti-Semitism . . 
Therefore, the demise of the Jewish community of Nicaragua should 

concern the United States for a number of reasons. The harassment into exile of an 

entire religious community, no matter how small, is a violation of human rights 

which we must deplore. Furthermore, the ties between the PLO and the Sandinistas 

are only one of a series of relationships between Soviet surrogates and revolutionaries 

in Latin America which espouse an anti-American and anti-democratic doctrine. 

Finally, other small, politically vulnerable communities in ~hat area may suffer 

a fate similar to the Nicaraguan Jews, where the PLO is assisting the Soviet Union 

iD the export of revolution and anti-Semitism. 

It is disconcerting that apologists both for the Sandinistas and the 

PLO have failed to grasp the geopolitical significance of so small, ye t so central, 

an event as the intimidation of the Nicaraguan Jewish community. 

### ### ### 

Mrs. Bryen is Executive Director of the Jewish Institute for National 
Security Affairs, a non-profit educational organization based in Washing ton, D.C. 
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Rest of Third World Can Profit From Sri Lanka's Example 
. 

• Recently th fl~kle spotlight of world at­
tention rested briefly on Sri Lanka as a 
t'esult of communal r16Ung between the Ta· 
mil minority and Sinhalese maJorlty­
strlf that has died down and ts unll.kely to 
aftect the country's future decisively. 

Far mortl Important for both groups ls 
the success that's been achieved by Sri 
Lanka's experiment with economic and po­
lltlcal freedom. In 1977 this fonnerly Brit· 
tsh Island, once known as Ceylon, adopted 
the following program: a free market 
economy; tree trade and a floating ex-

Asia 
by Devinda R. Subasinghe 

change-rate·system; a primary role for the 
private sector (foreign and Jocal), and gov­
ernment use of foreign atd for infrastruc­
ture development. It replaced a socialist 
development strategy that resulted In a 
fatltng democracy and a dlstntegratlng 
economy. 

The conservative develo1>rrlent program 
ts popular. In October 1982 the architect of 
free-enterprise development, J.R. Jaye­
wardene, was reelected president by a ma­
jority of 53%. And In a referendum last De­
cember, 55% of the voters approved the 
extension of the existing parltament­
where Mr. Jayewardene's United National 
Party (UNP) Ms a five-sixths majority­
for a second stx-year tenn. In local elec· 
tions tn 1983, the UNP has maintained Its 
dominance . . 

Economic actlvlty tn Sri Lanka now. 
takes place within a virtually free market, 
In atatk contrast to the government control 
and direction of before. In 1976 the goYem· 
ment-sector share of gross national prod· 
uct was 70%. It has sJnce declined, to 
about 35% last year. 

M Sri Lankans have rell,cted to lJ\cett· 

tlves pn:,vtded by free markets, the econ· 
omy has responded. Reat grosS domestic 
product grew 5.1 % to 6.2% Per year from 
1977 to 1982, more than double the 2.9% 
antlual growth for 1970-76, the high point of 
socialist policies. Moreover, this rapid 
growth has be n achieved In a period of 
global Inflation, the second oil price shock, 
protectlonlstn and recession, a time of low 
growth In most countries. 

The private sector's new dominance In 
agriculture, trade, services and manufac­
turing ls · a major reason for sustained 
growth. Sri Lanka has achieved near self· 
sufficiency In rice, through a doubling of 
production, the result of private ownership 
and enterprise. 

Per capita Income Increased from Sl!MI 
In 1977 to S284 by 1982, while real wages 
and Incomes have risen yearly along with 
labor productivity at a pace second only to 
Japan's tn all of Asta. 

Unemploymeht, which lit 1977 stood at 
26%, fell to 13%- last year. The private sec· 
tot has generated nearly 75% of the new 
Jobs. Rising employment has enabled the 
government to 

I 
cut its subsidies fot food 

and other nl!cesstties from 8% of GDP In 
1978 to 1.9% last year. Government re­
sources diverted from the subsidies plus 
Increased . private sa vtngs give Sri Lanka 
li.n tnveMmettt rate of 30% of GDP. A free­
trade zone (creating 30,000 jobs) attd other 
Incentives are attracting foreign Invest­
ment of more than $40 million a year, 

A supply-side tax policy reduced taxes 
on lndMduals from 70% to 55% and on 
business profits from 60% to 40%. Tax rev­
enues on Incomes and profits Increased 
threefold between 1977 and 1982. Tax boll· 
days and loopholes were eliminated so as 
to maximize Incentives from low taxes and 
to broaden the tax base. The high savings, 
Investment and growth performance In Sri 
Lanka points to the validity of the Laffer 
Curve thesis and supply-side economics In 
a developing country. 

These successes are mixed with some 
drawbacks. Big budget deficits and an ex­
pansionary monetary policy• have resulted 
In an average_annual Inflation rate of more 
than 15%. Large government outlays on 
the Infrastructure demanded by the grow­
Ing private economy, Without complemen­
tary spending cuts In other areas, are the 
root of the problem. Budget tuts of 35% In . 
non-priority expenditures and lmplementa· 
tion of a restrictive monetary poltcy In 1981 
reduced the budget deficit to 20% of GDP 
from 24% and Inflation to 10% from 35%, 
without an apt>reciable slowing of eco­
nomic growth. 

Another Impediment to strong economic 
performance ts the slow pace of denation­
alization. The state sector (with Its low 
value added, low productivity bf lai,or and 
capital less than half that In the private 
sector) stlll accounts for 50% or more of 
industrial production and employment and 
40% of Industrial lnvesbnent. Sri Lanka's 
success tn obtaining foreign aid tends. to 
weaken the government's Incentive to dis· 
solve unec'onomlc but polltically popular 
state corporations. However, certain dena­
tionalization moves, such as some prlvati· 
zation of the postal services, closing a few 
state corporations and pennlttlng ~vate 
bus transport (the state monopoly has de­
clined to a 65% share as a result), have 
been successful, 

What can the rest of the · Third World 
learn from Sri Lanka's experiment? For 
one thing, the Implementation of free en­
terprise In Sri Lanka Is bruied on a clear 
electoral mandate. Such popular support In 
a developing country ls essential, espe­
cially when ecOilOmlc reforms and their 
consequences adversi?ly affect some 
groups. . 

Also, Srt LanJt'.a, by ~Iisurlng· wide­
spread private ownership and enterprise 
throughout the ectmomy, has avoided the 
urban or elite-group bias favot'tng a prtvi· 
leged minority, ~ prevalent In developing 
coUJ!trles. Failure, lncre• povertf lj.J)d 

revolution (witness Central America) have 
often been the result. 

Another factor Is the maintenance of as­
sistance programs for low-Income famllles. 
The government no longer provides free 
food Irrespective of Income, but a food · 
stamp program continues to benefit nearly 
half Sri Lanka's population of 15 million. 
Additionally, free education and free 
health services demonstrate the need to 
accommodate social realities. ' 

Sri Lanka has been able to · Increase 
publlc-conswrtptton expenditures on the so­
cial Infrastructure by 21 % a year between 
1978 and 1982, compared with 10% between 
1970 and 1977, only because of the private 
sector-oriented, high economic growth 
rate. This Is a' reversal of the previous so­
cialist approach of "cart-before-the-horse" 
economics where the government builds 
the Infrastructure ftrst, In the expectation 
It wtll lead to economic growth. To finance 
such an approach In many Third World 
countries, prohibitive taxation and other 
measi.tres that stifle the private sector are 
enacted. This causes slow growth, dtmln· 
lshed government revenues and low public 
consumption. 

A democratic polttlcal system has been 
a predominant factor tn the Sri Lanka ex· 
perlment. Many Third World countries sac· 
rlftce democracy for the sake of "stabll· 
tty" lb f1'1!e enterprise development, e.g., 
the PblllpPlnes, Singapore, Taiwan, Chile, 
the Ivory Coast and Kenya, while a few re­
maining Third Wotld democracies have 
opted for socialist development strategies 
to "safeguard" democracy, e.g., India. Sri 
Lanita gives the lte to conventional wisdom 
regarding Third World political, economic 
and social development by combining de­
mocracy with private enterprise and dem­
onstrating the viabillty of democratic cap!· 
taltsm In the Third World. 

Mr. Subasinghe ts a Ph.D. student at 
the School of Advanced lnternatiOMl 
Sbuttes, lofm$ Hqpkins lrmve,sity. 
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Dear Morton: 

' Enclosed are sorre of our new Central 
.America brochures which will appear on 
college campuses in t¼D or three ~eks. 

I thought you might want them for 
your files on the Central .America group. 

~7&' 
Mike Waller 

Dwight D. Eisenhower Republican Center: 310 First Street Southeast, 
Washington, D.C. 20003 (202) 484-6527 



HVMAN RIGHTS . 
Neither Central Americans nor North Ameri­
cans can benefit from the imposition and 
spread of modern, brutally efficient totali­
tarian regimes in the western hemisphere, as 
would happen were the Salvadoran guerrillas 
to assume power. To oppose these regimes-or 
to prevent them- is to defend human rights. 
As Morton Kondracke, executive editor of The 
New Republic, has put it, "Senator Dodd seems 
to share with many Democrats a need for 
instant moral gratification. If faced with a 
hard, long, ambiguous struggle, their counsel 
is, 'don't do it.' They want the killing to stop 
now, and they want it so badly that they are 
willing to hand away other people's freedom 
rather than help them fight. " 

President Reagan's policies aid the demo­
cratic forces in Central America against their 
enemies on both totalitarian left and the 
violent right. Help the embattled democrats. 
Support the President. 

We're the Future 
The College Republicans 

The College Republicans are the largest 
and most active political youth 
organization in America today. Over 
125,000 students on 1,100 campuses 
across the country. We're working to 
make America great again. 

We're the Future 
And We'd Like You to Join Us. 

For more information on the 
College Republicans, call or write: 

College Republican 
National Com:mittee 
310 First Street Southeast 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
(202) 863-8527 
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In 1982, El Salvador had an 
election. 
Nicaragua did not. 
In late 1983, Salvadorans 
will elect a new president. 
Nicaraguans will not. 

In fact, before taking power, Nicaragua's Sand­
inistas promised the Organization of American 
States-in writing-that they would promptly 
hold free elections once the dictator Anastasio 
Somoza was overthrown. There is no evi­
dence that the elections will ever be held. As 
The Washington Post recently noted, they 
"aren't even in sight. " 

By contrast, on March 28, 1982, El Salvador 
held what one observer called "the most 
thoroughly observed elections here or maybe 
anywhere else. " Over 500 foreign delegates in­
spected the voting procedure and found it to 
be impeccable. Most importantly, the Sal­
vadoran people enthusiastically flocked to the 
polls, ignoring the guerrillas' warning to 
"Vote today, die tonight." Even Christopher 
Dodd (D-CT), chief senate opponent of the 
Reagan Administration, was "delighted" with 
the results. "All I could think," he remarked, 
"after having been through four elections in 

The governnient in El 
Salvador was elected by 
niore than 75% of the 
population. 

Connecticut, is how you can get a significant 
drop in voting if you have a light mist on 
election day-let alone death threats, violence 
and a war raging. I hope the point is not lost 
on Americans." 

, 
,,The election burst the media-bubble of the 

· guerrillas' popularity. While the centrist 
Christian Democrats won over 40 o/o of the 
vote, the majority of seats in the Constituent 
Assembly were garnered by several conserva­
tive parties, which have now formed a 
governing coalition. The balloting clearly 
demonstrated that only a very tiny minority 
of the people support the guerrillas. 

WHO ARE THE 
GUERRILLAS? 
The FMLN is a coalition of radical-left groups, 
dedicated to the violent pursuit of power. 
They have received political support and 
thousands of tons of military supplies from 
such despotic nations as Cuba, Vietnam, 
Nicaragua, the PLO, Algeria, Ethiopia, North 
Korea, and the Soviet Union. On rebel leader 
has been likened to Cambodia's Pol Pot for his 
fanaticism. They are certainly not democratic; 
the day following the elections, a rebel 
spokesman stated that the elections could only 
prolong the war. 

THE REAGAN POLICY 
The Reagan policy concentrates on supporting 
the democratic elements in Central America. 
In El Salvador, the democratic government is 
battling a leftist insurgency; in Nicaragua, the 
Marxists have already seized power and have 
transformed the country into a Castroite dic­
tatorship. 

In El Salvador, the Administration is pursu­
ing a two-track approach: humanitarian aid to 
enable the government to continue economic 
and governmental reforms, and military assis­
tance to provide what Senator Henry M. 
Jackson (D-WA) calls "a shield behind which 
the people of El Salvador . .. can voice their 
views at the ballot box." 

Contrary to popular percep­
tion, 77% of U.S. aid to El 
Salvador is hunianitarian, 
not niilitary. 

The policy has been largely effective at cutt­
ing support for the guerrillas. Land reform 
has been a major success: 20o/o of the arable 
land, including all the largest estates, has been 
redistributed to more than 450,000 people­
one in ten Salvadorans. 

WHAT ABOUT 
NEGOTIATIONS? 
The Reagan Administration believes that 
where democratic processes operate, as in El 
Salvador, all political groups should negotiate 
at the ballot-box. Anything else undercuts the 
pursuit of democracy. The Salvadoran govern­
ment has established a Peace Commission to 
encourage the guerrillas to join· in the elec­
tions. Where democracy does not exist, as in 
Nicaragua, the U.S. has consistently urged that 
genuine and free elections be held. 
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ABOUT TH SPONSORS 

THE NATIONAL STRATEGY INFORMATION 
CENTER, INC. of New York City is a non-partisan 
institution organized in 1962 to conduct educational 
programs in international security affairs. The organiza­
tion holds the premise that an informed public opinion is 
vital to the protection of the nation's interests and to 
assist other free nations which aspire to independence 
and selffulfillment. The Center has organized briefings 
and assisted in presenting educational seminars for 
many colleges, universi ties, business, professional and 
labor groups. 

The Center espouses no political causes . Its Directors 
and Officers represent a wide spectrum of responsible 
political opinion from liberal to conservative. What 
unites them, however, is the conviction that neither 
isolationism nor pacifism provides realistic solutions to 
the challenge of 20th century totalitarianism. 

****************** 

THE MODERATOR and coordinator for today's pro­
gram is Captain Ned K. Kulp, who represents the 
National Strategy Information Center. He is President 
of Ned Kulp Company and Associates. He is a com­
missioned officer in the Coast Guard Reserve, and his 
special interests include the Caribbean Basin and Central 
American affairs. Captain Kulp is a national security 
specialist in military mobilization readiness with em­
phasis on maritime affairs. Additionally, he has lectured 
on Soviet naval capabilities and the geopolitics of 
strategic natural resources. 

FREEDOMS FOUNDATION AT VALLEY FORGE is a 
non-profit , non-partisan, and non-sectarian organiza­
tion founded in 1949. Its purpose is to carry out national 
programs of information and education emphasizing the 
principles underlying the unique freedoms enjoyed by 
United States citizens under their constitutional form of 
government . 

The Foundation is not endowed and receives no finan­
cial support from any level of government. Freedoms 
Foundation is governed by a 24-member Board of 
Directors composed of nationally known Americans 
from industry, education, and other fields. 

Freedoms Foundation offers a variety of graduate pro­
grams, special conferences, and youth workshops in­
tended for various types of professionals and young 
adults from throughout the United States and abroad, 
dealing with citizenship education, American history, 
the status of free institutions throughout the world , our 
constitutional system of government, and many current 
events topics . Special programs are often given in 
cooperation with various sponsoring organizations and 
groups . 

Over 6,000 men and women across the country work 
together to promote the programs and philosophy of 
Freedoms Foundation. These members of the forty-three 
chartered Volunteer Chapters, located in twenty-one 
states from Hawaii to Florida, seek out material for 
a National Awards program, honor local award 
recipients, and send qualified students and professionals 
to Valley Forge as participants in the educational 
programs. The Volunteer Chapters also support the 
work of the Foundation through public relations ac­
tivities, informing the media and general public about 
national Foundation programs as well as local chapter 
events. 

This program on Hemisphere security is offered in 
cooperation with the Freedoms Foundation Denver 
Area Chapter, founded in 1971 . The membership con­
sists of both men and women, active professionally and 
as volunteers concerned with national and community 
programs and activities . 

SEMINAR ON 

WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE 
SECURITY 

NOVEMBER 5, 1983 
SHERA TON DENVER TECH CENTER 
DENVER, COLORADO 
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SEMINAR AGENDA 

Saturday, November 5, 1983 

8:15- 9:00 a .m. Registration 

9:00- 9:15 Welcome 
and Orientation 

Ned K. Kulp 
Seminar Moderator 

9:15-10:30 'The Communist Movement 
in the Americas" 

Robert J. Alexander 

10:30-10:45 Beverage Break 

10:45-12:00 "Central America-Critical 
Link in Hemisphere Security" 

Roger Fontaine 

12:00- 1:15 p.m. Luncheon 

r 

1:15- 2:30 

2:30- 2:45 

2:45- 4:00 

4:00- 4:30 

4:30 

Remarks 
Franz G. Lassner 
Senior Vice President 
Freedoms Foundation 

"Canada and the U.S.-A 
Partnership in Security 
Affairs?" 

Maurice Tugwell 

Beverage Break 

"Economic Realities of U.S. 
Latin American Relations" 

William C. Doherty 

Panel Discussion 

Adjournment 

****************** 

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS 

ROBERT J. ALEXANDER 
Robert J. Alexander is currently Professor of Economics at 
Rutgers University , His Ph .D . is from Columbia University . 
I le was an advisor on Latin America and a member of the Latin 
American Task Force during the Kennedy administration . He 
presently serves on the Editorial Board of New Politics and the 
Executive Committee for the Open Door Student Exchange 
Program. Dr . Alexander is also a member of the Council on 
Foreign Relations and the Provisional Executive Committee for 
the Middle Atlantic Council on Latin American Studies. He is 
the author of many books and pamphlets, including Com­
munism in Latin America, The Struggle for Democracy in Latin 
America, The Venezuelan Communist Party, and Bolivia: 
Past, Present and Future of its Politics. Dr. Alexander has lec­
tured on Latin America at over seventy colleges and univer­
sities, principally in the United States and Canada. 

ROGER W. FONTAINE 
Roger Fontaine is Director for Latin American Affairs, National 
Security Council. He was formerly Director of Latin American 
Studies at the Georgetown University Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. He holds a Ph .D. from the Johns 
Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies . His 
previous experience includes teaching at Middlebury College, 
Vermont , as well as economic and political research on Latin 
America at American University, and at various research in­
stitutions in the Washington area. Dr. Fontaine's publications 
include: Brazil and the United States- Toward A Maturing 
Relationship, On Negotiating with Cuba , and Latin America: 
Struggle for Progress (co-author). 

MAURICE TUGWELL 
Maurice Tugwell is Founder and Director of the Center for 
Conflict Studies at the University of New Brunswick, Canada. 
He came to this position after a career in the British Army 
spanning from 1943-1978. He specializes in "low intensity 
conflict", such as revolutionary techniques and psychological 
warfare and terrorism. He has a Ph.D. from the War Studies 
Program at the University of London. He is the author of many 
books and articles , including Insurgency and Counterin­
surgency in Central America, No Substitute for Peace, and 
Trends in Low Intensity Conflict . Dr. Tugwell is a member of 
the Canadian Institute of Strategic Studies and the Royal 
United Services Institute for Defence Studies. 

WILLIAM C. DOHERTY, JR. 
William C. Doherty, Jr. is Executive Director of the American 
Institute for Free Labor Development. He began his union 
experience in Washington, D.C. , and was President of the local 
American Federation of Government Employees. From 1952 to 
1955 he was Assistant Director of the Regional Activities 
Department of the International Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions in Brussels. From 1955 to 1962, he was Inter-American 
Representative of the Postal , Telegraph, and Telephone Inter­
national. Mr . Doherty is a member of the U.S. Labor delega­
tion to the U.N .'s International Labor Organization and also 
has represented the AFL-CIO in many international confer­
ences and meetings . He is a member of the President 's Labor 
Advisory Committee on Foreign Affairs and a member of the 
Council on Foreign Relations . 

SEMINAR ON 

WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE 
SECURITY 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Name _________________ _ 

Address ________________ _ 
Street 

City State Zip 

Telephone _______ _______ _ 

Occupation _______________ _ 

I/we wish to attend the conference on Western 
Hemisphere Security to be given at Sheraton 
Denver Tech Center on November 5, 1983. 

Make check for $9.75 per person payable to: 
Programs Office, FFVF and enclose. 

MAIL TO: Mrs. Harriet Speck 
3984 South Ivy Way 
Denver, CO 80237 

For information, phone (303) 759-1174 

Attendance is limited. Applications should be 
received by November 2, 1983. 




