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The \ ' leader noted that many in t Cong ss seem "equally unable eit r to
abandon El1 Salvador d the freedom figh :s in Nicaragua or to grant
President = agan that level of support necessary to assure their success.

" neral Nutting's warning ('i we give up, it may be the last time') and
prescription -~ a level of U. S. effort proportic 1ite to the stakes i olved -- are
both timely and on target.

"We can and should rediscover ow to win in our own strategic :k yard.
Defeat here is out of the question."

(Enclosed herewith are further viev of General Nutting as reported in the

Wash zton F :.)



SELECTED VIEWS OF GENERAL WALLACE H. NUTTING, USA
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, U. S. SOUTHERN COMMAND

“"From my point of view, in a military judgment," said General Nutting, "we have not
done what is required."

Central America is at war, Nutting said. The United States, like it or not, '
iged in that war." "...the alternatives... are starkly clear... If we give up,
it may be the last time."

"... as long as those limits on ocur willingness to engage in the ultimate resolution
of the problem are evident tc the guerrillas, they will persist. They have the

e 1iple of Vietnam to refer back to. If, as some people claim, that war was lost in
Washington, they hope they can win in Washington too."

Nutting echoed Reagan's pledge that the use of U. S. troops is not currently under
consideration. "When you talk about introducing U. S. combat forces in El Salvador,
he noted, "you have to do it with great concern about the narrow path the

United States walks in Latin America, for all the reasons of hisuory.,

"And for a whole lot of reasomns, we should not want to intervene. That's another
lesson of Vietnam."

But, he said, "the guerrillas are winning the psychological war.'" The U. S. debate
must be ended and an open-ended commitment pledged, with national consensus behind
a free presidential hand, if the guerrillas "are to be convinced they can't win"
militarily, he added.

The longer the United States waits to make such a commitment, Nutting said, the
higher the cost will be. Asked how high, short of sending U. S. troops, he said,
“Nobody knows. That's part of the complexity of this form of warfare, because
the ultimate cost is dependent, to a certain extent, upon the evident commitment
to prevent them from taking power.

"If we make the evident commitment without limit, then the cost will go down. I
can't say at this moment that 150, 200, 500 or 1,000 trainers in El Salvador is
sufficient. I'm pretty sure after a couple of years of experience that 55 is not."

..o Nutting said, "If we are willing to throw $3 billicn or $4 billion a year at
the problem in Israel... -- you know we are arguing over a national security
interest of the equivalent proportion -- ... we’re talking dout very miniscule
amounts of resources."

oo 7 s and tt Cul s who have r ¢ 13 1ed a beachhead 1 Ni« o,
he said, "understand our system better than we do... They take steps to take
advantage of the difficulty we have in making decisions, establishing a consensus."

"...0ur value system dcesn't allow us to conduct psychological operations and use
information for political purposes," Nutting said, and the United States is susceptible
to those tactics when they are used by the Soviets and Cubans.

Such tactics, he said, include "impugning U. S. government officials, deriding and
degrading the U. S. government and its values, attacking the armed forces 1d
government in El Salvador as gross vioclators of human rights... They recognize
that we are sensitive to buman rights violations, therefore they work that for all
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its worth, through the press, and get people in the United States understandably
upset... themn they begin to raise questions about whether or not we should support
people who violate human rights."





















6. I am attaching an ADL report (just obtained) from Mort
Rosenthal on Jews in Nicaragua. Please read it and feel free
to use 1it.

7. AIPAC will be circulating a memorandum on PLO
involvement in Central America this Tuesday or Wednesday (as
previously reported to Mort).

I would also like to discuss the formation of a banking and
securities group and a defense group.

Keep in touch.
Sincerely,

TN

Richard Kriec¢ -
Assoclate Coordinatoe

Office telephone: 632-9560
Home - Area Code 301 - 963-4241

cc: Mort Bl :kwell




Mey 11, 1983

Yr, Morton C Blackwell
Specisl Assistant to the President
The White House

washington, D. C.
Desr Vr, Blackwell,

It was very good to meet with you at the breakfast on
the 9th. I have enclosed three publications that
may be of interest to you. I look forward to meeting

with you at breaskfast again next week,

Sincerely,

—“/Wb Ww
Dr, Frank Aker



Shattering the Vietnam
Syndrome: A Scenario for
Success in El Salvador

Lewis A. Tambs and Frank Aker

Defeat in Southeast Asia seared America’s psyche. In addition,
the fall of Saigon in April 1975 unleashed a tide of human misery
in South Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. Flotsam in the form of
some 900,000 boat people fled seaward, while invasion of Cam-
bodia in 1978-79 almost completed the geographical encircle-
ment of the People’s Republic of China by the Soviet Union and
its allies. The Soviet Union-Vietnamese Friendship Treaty also
endangered Japan, because it enabled the Russian navy, based
in Camranh Bay on the South China Sea, to threaten Nippon’s
oil and ore Sea Lines of Communication (SLOC), which run
from Latin America, Africa, and the Arabian Peninsula through
the South China Sea to Japan.'

The current crisis in Central America and the Caribbean has a
number of similarities to the situation in Southeast Asia in the
lact ten veare hut thic time it is the [nited States that is being

v

it

ato  Mexico,
thousands of refugees will not only tlee by sea but also work
their way overland toward the open, unguarded southern border
of the United States. There exists the possibility that the turmoil
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initiative is knowledge of the enemy’s position, strength, and
intentions, obtained by a solid intelligence system set up in
Phase One and constantly being expanded to the point that every
civilian can be considered an agent.

Guerrillas scatter forces throughout the country and initiate
disturbances and demoralizing attacks on supply lines and com-
munications links such as railroads and bridges. Weak army
columns are ambushed. Hit-and-run raids are sudden and vi-
cious, with precise execution and rapid dispersal so that the
government does not have time to reinforce its position, direct
air and artillery fires, or isolate insurgents by using paratroops or
helicopters. This places a strain on the government’s conven-
tional forces by a process of attrition which is both psycho-
logical and physical. Urban activity is stepped up by direct
attacks on the property and wealth of those in power. Banks
are of particular importance, both as symbols and as sources
of funds.

The government, under pressure to maintain a world image of
stability (politically, militarily, and economically), to receive
foreign aid, and to have its trade and military alliances honored
will disperse troops to police the threatened areas. This causes
government forces to be weak at all points. The guerrillas can
concentrate their forces at the government’s weak points, one
by one, defeating the regular troops in detail, yet preserving
their own strength.

Government forces will predictably intensify repression with
roadblocks, house searches, arrests of the innocent, and the
closing of streets. Police terror, along with political repression,
will 1 ' TO! 3
S rej 1.
level. To keep thet :-honored class privileges, the government
power will change hands within the family or party, or even be
taken over by the military. Government soldiers will begin to
show signs of tiring, and they will lose faith and decline in
morale.

Insurgents will avoid direct confrontations while building a
well-armed, mobile army through capture of arms, recruitment,
and defection of government troops with this expertise.
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actively commit themselves to the revolution so that “home
guards” can be formed. These local vigilante groups are not
combat units; they serve as police and protect guerrilla areas. It
is their job to discourage loyalists, obtain information, and
oblige support and contributions. In many cases, church officials
will back the rebel factions, having been won over by the propa-
ganda that the rebels are dedicated to helping the poor.

A long internal war compromises foreign relations. No coun-
try or company wishes to invest in a risky area or deal with a
toppling government. Many major families will begin leaving the
country with their wealth.

A long war also causes dissention among the people because
the government cannot keep order in guerrilla-infested areas.
Acts of terror and sabotage occur which make civilians lose
confidence in the strength and authority of the government. War
weariness and war frustration arises.

Demoralization and dissatisfaction of the people are also
brought about when the government, by constantly increasing
the troop strength to confront the guerrillas conventionally
causes a labor drain and subsequent economic and political dis-
location.

While Phase Two unfolds and the military situation deterio-
rates, as the loyalist forces react by making all the mistakes they
are supposed to, the U.S. government, considering free elec-
tions to be the cornerstone of its Central American policy, finds
itself confronted with a generally hostile media and saddled with
the Vietnam syndrome.

re
<

tl

o ‘he administration. All three are ultimately
wars of the minds of men, and the persistent propaganda cam-
paign to equate Southeast Asia with Central America is an inte-
gral part of the East-West conflict. The three battles are all of
equal import and are related to the defeat in Southeast Asia.
Nevertheless, this discussion will confine itself to the ground
campa’—, where there are marked dissimilarities between
Southeast Asia and Central America.*
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While conceding the strategic initiative to the adversary, the
United States and allied forces sought, in the classical
Clausewitzian concept, a bruising battle that would bring mili-
tary victory and political control of the ground. The United
States played poker, while the foe played “Go.” In a protracted,
partisan war, however, the object is not the slaying of thousands
of insurgents who have been pressed into service, but interdic-
tion, encirclement, and eventual destruction of the opponent’s
infrastructure and cadre. Hence, while United States and allied
armies were chasing the guerrillas seeking a set-piece slaughter
where U.S. technology would tell, and thus suffering heavy
casualties by exposing themselves, the Viet Cong were sur-
rounding isolated towns and hamlets and gaining not ground but
adherents. The ultimate goal in revolutionary warfare is support
and sympathy, or winning the hearts and minds, and these can
be won either by extending adequate protection to the civilian
population or by terrorizing them into submission. Conse-
quently, the government forces must cut off the head of the
snake of the guerrilla organization.

Only by destroying the revolutionaries who make the revolu-
tion can a successful conclusion to an extended insurgency cam-
paign be completed. These key individuals are concentrated in
the revolutionary’s infrastructure and cadre. Trained abroad and
patiently infiltrated over a long period of time into the nation’s
social, political, intellectual, economic, religious, and opinion-
making sectors, the revolutionary infrastructure acts as the in-
termediary between the insurgent mass and the command post
and shock troops of the cadre. The guerrillas are the body, the
infrastructure serves as the nervous system, and the cadre is the

ture will collapse. T'his can be accomplished by severing (ne
enemy’s lines of communication and supply. ¢ «ce the rebels
tend to establish their base camps in frontier regions contiguous
to sympathetic areas and/or in inaccessible tropical terrain, they
are able either to flee across the border or melt away after inflict-
ing heavy losses on the loyalist forces who have taken the tac-
tical offensive. If the allied armies can uncover and break or
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block the logistical links between guerrillas, infrastructure, and
cadre, however, the reb¢ must break cover and attack in order
to rvive. Once in the open, the irregular guerrillas can be
destroyed (e.g., Hue in 1968) and the infrastructure and cadre
tracked down, isolated, and then allowed to self-destruct
through starvation, attrition, or self-immolation as they are
killed trying to break out of the double ring of troops surround-
ing them.

The Cuban-Sandinista cancer in the Caribbean and Central
America can be removed through surgery, killed by
chemotherapy, or isolated through quarantine. Armed occupa-
tion, incitement of rebellion, or air and naval blockade of Cuba
and Nicaragua are the three major options. Should e maximum
and secondary solutions (invasion and destabilization) be ruled
out by the United States and only the minimal option (interdic-
tion) be exercised, arms shipments from the socialist bloc can be
monitored by satellite, and deliveries actively intercepted by air
and sea or passively prevented by mining. Additional tracing on
the ground can be ensured by tagging weapons and supplies
during transfers. Satellite re ings will reveal supply routes and
concentrations, which then can be blocked and encircled. Short-
ages, exposure, counterinfiltration, bounties, and lack propa-
ganda implanting isolation psychology and mutual distrust will
further rattle the rebels. Moreover, morale will plu e as mal-
functioning arms and contaminated food are pumped into the
partisan’s pipeline. The moral initiative, and with it the tide of
battle, will pass to the loyalists. Sanitizing sanctuaries and sev-

1

the United States or the Organization of American States. The
war must also be won on the ground in El Salvador by Salvado-
rans.

Tactical defense involves more than clinging to static posi-
tions and holding on to fortified hamlets. The enemy must be
induced into openly engaging by interdicting his internal supply
and transport system. Since the object is to discover and destroy
the cadre and infrastructure by separating them from the guerril-
las and preventing provisions from reaching them, the govern-
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ment troops, aided by accurate intelligence and supported by a
sound police force, must practice patience and perseverance in a
protracted war.

Patience is needed, for in spite of satellite guidance and infor-
mants’ intelligence the insurgents will have many trails and alter-
nate tracks leading from the base camps and boundaries to their
agents, activists, and combat commands. Moreover, most of
these routes will lie under jungle cover in rugged, tropical ter-
rain. Consequently, government troops must be prepared to sit
astride suspected networks and wait. Battalion size banderas
will be airlifted into areas encompassing indicated enemy paths,
and blocks facing both ways will be established. Two landing
zones, one inside and one outside the perimeter, will be readied.
Dug in, the bandera will wait and watct 10 search-and-destroy
missions, no movement, no pursuit, and few casualties. Two,
four, seven, ten days will pass. If the enemy does not open an
attack to clear the track, then the route is either redundant or
unimportant. The battalion, after installing remotely monitored
ground sensors, will move out by air and repeat the maneuver
until a sensitive network is uncovered. The guerrillas, shorn of
communications and short of supplies, will have to try to break
through. The government regulars, well emplaced and armed
with automatic weapons with established fields of fire, will have
their killing ground. If the insurgents are overwhelming the
bandera, however, it will either be airlifted out or slip away to
reform at another preselected block position. An insurrectionist
attack from both sides of the track would indicate that the trail
leads to or is close to a rebel supply base or command post.
Loyalist reinforcements, supported by counterinsurgency air-

|

I
event, the enemy will have 10 come out 1nto tne open, SNOwW
himself, and take the consequences and casualties.

Identical blocking operations will be carried on by other ban-
deras simultaneously on a national scale in El Salvador. Eventu-
ally, as the guerrillas fade from mounting casualties, lack of
logistics, and increased desertions, the rebel command will have
to commit the infrastructure and cadre to combat. As these guer-
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strategic offense with tactical defense. In addition to this classic
example there is the seven-hundred-year-long Reconquista
(719-1492), in which the Christians recovered the peninsula from
the Muslims. Using the “salami process,” the Christians inched
southward in an extended series of little guerrilla wars, bleeding
the numerically superior Moors until the invaders were weak-
ened and ready for the coup de grace in climactic battle.

With the fall of Granada, Spanish armies reigned supreme in
Europe for 150 years. Always outnumbered and fighting far from
the motherland, Spanish infantry was guided by Gonzalo de
Cérdoba, El Gran Capitan (1453-1515), who initiated the depot
system and introduced the modern military concept of strategic
offense and tactical defense. While harrying his opponents with
guerrilleros, Cérdoba would maneuver his main body into an
easily defendable position along a route the foe had to keep free.
Obliged to assault, the enemy would expend itself on the en-
trenched regiments (tercios), which, as the foe broke, would
encircle and annihilate. These tercio tactics proved invincible
until the French overwhelmed the disciplined Spanish veterans
at Rocroi in 1643.

Spanish revenge returned during the Napoleoni¢c wars. At
Bailén in 1808, General Francisco Castanos, after harassing the
French columns of General Pierre Dupont de I'Etang with ir-
regulars, interposed his army between the French Imperial
Legions and their resupply and reinforcements. istai ;, de-
ploying in a defensive position, forced Dupont to waste his regi-
ments in futile assault and then obliged his capitulation. Thus the
tercio technique—strategic offense and tactical defense plus par-
t “n  -bror "t the French army down for the first
t L.

w1 wun ruawd 18 the 1deal testing ground for the reintroduction of
tercio tactics, for the armed forces of El Salvador  ve inherited
from their Hispanic past the ingredients for victory. However,
the United States must supply the instruments and aid in in-
structing the army and police in civil-military relations, since no
national counterinsurgency campaign can be won without the
support of the populace. The Salvadoran armed forces must
return to their Judeo-Christian roots and treat their fellow citi-
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insurgent penetration along previously shared unit boundaries.
Utilizing the existing provinces as building blocks, the brigadas
would be grouped as follows:

BG-1 La Unién and Morazan

BG-2 San Miguel, Usulutdn, and San Vicente

BG-3 Cabaias and Chalatenango

BG-4 LaPaz, La Libertad, San Salvador, and Cuscatldn
BG-5 Sonsonate, Aluachapén, and Santa Ana

The proposed reorganization initially involves the establish-
ment of a depot in each province. Each depot, in the fashion of
the Gran Capitan, will serve as the home headquarters, recruit-
ing center, and drill and parade ground for the rercio. To further
local loyalties and increase identification, regiments would carry
the provincial colors and wear their provincial insignia.
Moreover, each regiment would be autonomous, and the com-
manding colonel would have full responsibility and accounta-
bility for pacification of his province, since sharing with a
civilian in such a small country as El Salvador would probably
only lead to friction and duplication. Only a limited number of
tercios would carry a full complement of three banderas, for an
excess labor drain would only cause more economic difficulties.
All regiments, however, would have at least one. For provinces
that evidenced a minimum of insurgency, such as Sonsonate,
only one battalion would be required, while others, like Cha-
latenango, would need a full three. Thus, though the fercio
would serve as the basic unit for administration and
identification, the bandera would be the fundamental fighting

s« igned for cont 10us it i

Consisting of eight 200-man companies, each fully
equipped and armed and assigned its own airlift (one medical-
evacuation and two transport helicopters per company). the
bandera is intended to exert unrelenting pressure on the enemy.
Companies will work in pairs with a two-week rotation of assign-
ments; however, the pressure of events may require a more
extended tour. The cycle will be routine, reserve, engage, and
furlough. Thus, while two companies are performing routine pa-
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learning a soldier’s trade. Moreover, if the area is insecure the
local commander will tend to call on the conscripts and commit
them untried and untrained to co »at. Thus they would be
wasted before they were ready. Adequate pay, pensions, life
insurance, and medical support for combatants and their families
are essential. In addition to these support systems, the physical
protection of military dependents must be assured, so that they
are reasonably safe from rebel reprisals.

But the ultimate test is battle, and the troops must have
confidence in their weapons. The Salvadoran armed forces are
currently carrying obsolete arms into combat. The standard in-
fantry rifle, the H & K, G-3, should be replaced with M16s. This
upgrading would at least give the government forces the same
firepower as the guerrilleros, who are equipped with Soviet
small arms along with U.S. models captured in Indochina. In
addition, if the banderas are effecti ly to perform their mobile
blockade missions, squads must be allotted automatic weapons,
backed by grenade launchers and mortars, both light 8imm and
heavy 120mm. Should the U.S. Congress be reluctant to appro-
priate funds for refurbishing Salvadoran arms, then perhaps the
U.S. could use its influence with Third World countries to pro-
mote the transfer of captured Soviet arms to El Salvador, such
as the $100 million worth of Soviet arms caches uncovered in
Turkey since the military took power, or the Soviet equipment
captured by the South Africans in Angola. So deployed and
distributed, these weapons would be used against the surrogates
of the original supplier, the Soviet Union, which would be in the
best interests of all Free World nations.

Modern weaponry should be balanced by new equipment,

C " “Srms © 7 :boots, a1 fiber hel-

mac ev -~withclt 5t 1d

groin protection, and even face masks, would reduce casualties
remarkably. Health would improve and mobility would be en-
hanced if the blockade banderas were provided with a two-week
supply of freeze-dried campaign rations. Moreover, military
medical supplies, such as morphine Syrettes, antibiotics, and
intravenous solutions, are desperately needed, and air evacua-
tion of wounded should be expanded. The current carry-out of
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to October, the U.S. military adheres to a timetable with specific
objectives. In a prolonged partisan war, however, the immediate
aim is not to gain ground or capture cities but to win adherents;
consequently, there is no schedule, only the ultimate object of
victory.

Another U.S. liability is an accountant’s attitude of business
as usual. Board members and bookkeepers consider a war zone
a lost market, rather than the site of contending systems engaged
in a long-term struggle for supremacy. Thus, as trade and tour-
ism decline, policy is dictated by the profit-and-loss statements
of private companies rather than the national interest. The U.S.
propensity for short-term profits, along with the classical cam-
paign concept and a modern poker-player mentality, have ren-
dered America incapable of enduring either a prolonged
ideological effort or a sustained military action. If massive mili-
tary intervention fails to win a quick victory, which was what
happened in Indochina, the U.S. reaction is to cut its losses by
abandoning its allies, opting for the Zimbabwe solution and ac-
commodating the enemy who guarantees peace and profit. Con-
sequently, since the conflict may continue for decades, the U.S.
should never consider committing field forces to any part of
Central America.

Introduction of U.S. ground forces into Central America is
neither necessary nor desirable. The elements of victory are
already in place in the people and past of El Salvador. Foreign
intrusion, be it Anglo-American or Cuban-Sandinista, will pro-
voke a negative, nationalistic reaction, for a country can be truly
conquered only by its own citizens. The United States should
therefore limit itself to what it can do best: providineg sunnlies.

. b
ume soive tne situauon. When the opposite was practiced in
Southeast Asia, the enterprise floundered.

The U.S. hands-on effort in Vietnam eventually required the
introduction of large numbers of ground personnel. This pres-
ence induced overdependency on U.S. forces by the local mili-
tary, disrupted the Vietnamese economy, and exposed the
American populace to domestic unrest as well as an intense and
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supplies, training, and technology, can aid El Salvador in

adopting a strategic offense and tactical defense

inculcating Hispanic traditions and tercio tactics
conducting a lengthy protracted war

reinforcing the self-reliance of indigenous armies by refusing
to commit U.S. ground forces

e utilizing helicopters for air transport and evacuation only
while using other aircraft for combat roles

The United States, by emphasizing these five points, providing
the instruments, and encouraging allies such as El Salvador to
fight for their own countries, will in turn ensure its own survival,
for the United States is the ultimate target of the enemy in Cen-
tral America. The Soviet Union, by using surrogates, is conduct-
ing a low-cost, low-profile, low-risk war that not only is eroding
U.S. power in the Caribbean and Central America and endanger-
ing vital oil and ore imports, but also may be successful in driv-
ing refugees from Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, and
Mexico north into the United States.* Should the radicalization
of Central America continue, and the destabilization of the re-
gion increase, the Soviets will have taken another major step
toward their ultimate objective of global hegemony without ever
directly confronting the military might of the United States.
Thus the salvation of El Salvador is intimately linked to the
future fate of the United States.

Notes

1 See Tewic A Tamhe “Gunatemala (Central America and the

tember 1, 1 :
For Secretary of State Alexander Haig on the refugee problem, see
Arizona Republic, February 22, 1982, p. A-1.

2. See Sol W. Sanders, “Our Mexican Time Bomb,” unpublished
manuscript, for an excellent discussion and analysis of the migration
problem. (Write International Qutlook Editor, Business Week, 1221
Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10020.)

3. For a complete outline of the four phases of revolutionary warfare
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in Latin America, see L. A. Tambs, Vital Speeches of the Day, Sep-
tember 1, 1981, pp. 679-81.

4. For one of the many efforts to equate El Salvador with Vietnam,
refer to the film El Salvador: Another Viet Nam, a Catalyst Media
Production produced and directed by Glenn Silber and Tete Vascon-
cellos (50 minutes).

5. *Go” or “Go-Bang” is an ancient Oriental table game. The board
is divided into 19 horizontal and 19 vertical squares with 361 intersec-
tions on which the flat round men, 181 white and 181  ick, are placed
as the game proceeds. The men are placed on unoccupied intersections
wi  the object of surrounding as many unoccupied intersections as
possible. The player enclosing the greater number of vacant points is
the winner.

6. For a discussion of corruption contributing to a continuation of
the Cuban campaign, see Alberto Bayo, /50 Preguntas a un Guerillero
(Havana, 1961).

7. Ronald H. Cole, “The Southern Defeat on the Ho Chi Min Trail,”
in The Vietnamese War, ed. Ray Bonds (New York: Crown Publishers,
1979), p. 193.

8. For the exodus of boat people from Nicaragua, see “Washington
Whispers,” U.S. News and World Report, November 23, 1981, p. 12.
See also President Ronald F  3an’s speech to the Organization of
American States, Washington, D.C., February 24, 1982, for the White
House’s concern over the Central American refugee problem.
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THF THIRD WORLD WAR AND CENTRAL AMERICA:

U.S. Strategic and Security Considerations in the Caribbean | sin

/Frank Aker /

The climax of World War III is taking place in Central America and the
Caribbean - and the Soviet Union is winning. Since 1898 the United States has
depended upon a cooperative Caribbean and supportive South America for its ability to
project power across the Atlé.ntic and Pacific. But the neglect and failure of U.S,
foreign policy in the region has resulted in the Soviets establishing a stronghold in
Cuba, 90 miles south of the U.S. across from the Straits of Florida and sitting at the
entrance to the Gulf of Mexico, and influencing the destabilization of the region. This
strategic area is now the vulnerable "soft underbelly" of the United States.

"History passes, but geography remains" is a basic theme of geopolitics.
The closed sea of the Caribbean has been the scene of strife since the emergence of
Modern Europe. All of the great maritime nations - Spain, the Netherlands, Great
Britain, the United States and the Soviet Union - have striven for supremacy in the
New World Mediterranean.

Cuba, "the pearl of the Antilles,” has always been the key to the
Caribbean. As the Soviet command post in the western hemisphere, it struck around
the rim of the inland sea between 1959 and 1965. The Dominican Republic, Haiti,
Venezuela, Columbia, Panama, Nicaragua, Guatemala and Mexico were targeted. Local

{

strikes. The Castroites changed their tactics and the results, aided by a loss of will
and purpose by the United States and abetted by an alarming decline in Yankee
shrewdness and sense of strategy, were revolutionary. Today, Nicaragua and Grenada

are in the Castro camp and there is insurrection in El Salvador and Guatemala. Guyana






Qil from the Middle ™ st, ™ :uador, Alaska and Venezuela must use these
Caribl 1 annels. Most super tankers from the Middle East whose cargo is aimed for
the US. do not dock directly in US. At tic or Gulf ports but rather transfer their
cargoes to standard size tankers in the Caribbean. And those super tankers who do
discharge in the New Orleans port must traverse the Caribbean. The Panama Canal
also plays an important role in UJS. energy supply. Oil from Alaska and Ecuador will
pass through the Pacific-Atlantic pipeline in the Republic of Panama augmenting the
actual tanker route by way of the former C~al Zone, Another trans-isthmian )nduit
under consideration for Alaskan oil runs across Guatemala from the Pacific coast to
the Gulf of Honduras. In all, three-quarters of all US, oil imports are either produced
or transit the shore and sea of the New World Mediterranean.

The United States imports 97 percent of its manganese needs, 76 percent
of its nickel needs and 93 percent of its bauxite needs, Most of the required amounts
of these strategic minerals are supplied by Central America and the Caribbean basin
nations. In addition to these minerals which are also imported from Southern Africa,
U.S. steel mills also import significant amounts of iron ore from Venezuela and Brazil,
most of which transits the Caribbean. The United States as a mineral and energy

ident nation needs secure supplies from Meso-America and the New World
Mediterranean. Whoever controls the Ca ™ »ean and Central America could strangle the
United States by choking off the petroleum and ore life lines.

The goal of the Soviet Union is to achieve global hegemony. After World
War II, the United States followed a policy of containment, the first phase of World
communism. 1 : Sov  Union, through its strategic Caribbean command post, has been
exportii communism throughout the Western Hemisphere and other parts of the world,
Containment closed with the collaspe of South Viet Nam in 1975. The second phase of
World War III, detente, began in 1960. The U.S, under the administrations of Johnson,
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Nixon, Ford and Carter followed a course of peaceful ¢ «istence with the Russians.
The aim was to reduce international tensions and to socialize the Soviets by unilateral
rmament and appeasement of aggression. However, the Soviets, during this period,
¢ elerated its nuclear and naval armaments programs. Occurring between 1964 and
1979 were the loss of Indo-China, Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana,
Ethiop Aden, Iran, Nicaragua, Grenada d Afghanistan and the alienation or
abandonn 1t of Taiwan, South Africa, E 1, Argentina and Chile and other countri
The Soviet scenario is to play a conventional nineteenth century colonial
ground game under cover of an overwhelming atomic umbrella, As early as 1973 Leonid
Brezhnev announced at a Communist conference in Prague that the USSR would
achieve global economic, military and political dominance by 1985, Thus the third and
final stage of World War III, double envelopment - surround the People's Republic
China and strangle the West by severing the oil and ore supplies - is timed for about
twenty years, 1964 to 1985.
The Russians are applying the tactics of the Mongols to modern times,
The nomadic steppes peoples from Central Asia ravaged the rim of Eur-Asia for
centuries. Attila, Jenghiz Khan and others led their horsemen around the oceanic edge
of Eur-Asia from the China Sea to the Indian Ocean and on to the Mediterranean a .d
Adriatic. Stressing mobility and military might and disdaining static agriculture
pursuits, these tribute-collecting tribes would coalesce into a compact mass under the
disciplined, centralized command of a dynamic leader and then explode with mas /e

but brief bursts of energy, which sent them out of Central Asia to sava, the

| controlled the caravi route | ¢ c cross roads which connected the
advanced societies on the coasts of the contihent. They lived by levying tribute, not
by peaceful productivity. The Russians, heirs to this tradition, have sought to apply
this same strategy of maritime mobility, choke-point control of the Seven Seas 1d,
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I, Limited War of Expansion. The four phases of Revolutionary War are 1) Organization
and Preparation; 2) Limited War of Expansion; 3) Conventional War and Exploitation;
and 3) Export and Support of Contiguous Revolution (see Appendix A),

The social, political and economic issues of a nation targeted for
ir -rection ~d take over are used as smol :reens to incite insurrection among the
ma: s. The "Popular Front" governments will all become puppets of the Soviet regime.
The techniques used for seizing and maintaining power in Ibero-America are
infiltration, revolutionizing the masses and subversion.

Guerrilla warfare, as the technique for the armed struggle, is especially
st ed for Hispanic America. It is a method using strategic offense and ti :ical
defense. Patience and perseverance echo down the ages of Hispanic hi ory, T
attributes are required to fight this type of protracted wa'r. Historically, the European
Spaniards used guerrilla war (little war) with much success. Gonzilo de Cc{rdoba, El
Gran Capitén (1453 - 1515), initiated the depot system and introduced the modern
military concept of strategic offense and tactical defense. While harrying his opponents
with guerrilleros, the Great Captain would maneuver his main body into an easily
defendable position along a route the foe had to keep fr¢ Obliged to assault, the
enemy would expend himself on the entrenched regiments (tercios), which, as the foe
broke, would encircle and annihilate, The Spanish and their descendants in the
Americas think of themselves as warriors and the military as a calling. Unlike the
Anglo-Americans, who consider themselves soldiers and are t ned for definitive

campaigns, they are culturally suited to guerrilla war, Victory lies in utilizi  loc

The ultimate goal in revolutioi y warfare is support and sympathy -
winning the hearts and minds of the people. These can be won by extending adequate
protection to the civilian population or by terrorizing them into submission.
C ly, tt n nment forces must cut off the head of the snake of the
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filth  d insanity will drive the beseiged to surrender, suicide or self-immolation on
the « rounding ring of fire. "Wait and Watch," are the order of the day for the regular
army. This strategy of counter-guerrilla warfare is now working in Morazan Province.

Victory in El Salvador depert winning three battles - in the field, in
the media and in Wahington within the administration, The wars on the ground and in
the international media can only be won when the conflict within the U.S. government
is resolved. The situation in El Salvador is symtomatic of the shrinking of America's
spirit and the contr: ion of U.S. space ception and strate;  vision, The sig
from Washington indicate divided councils. The continuing camp: n to equate Central
America with South East Asia is an effort to influence the decision. But Central
America is not South East Asia. This time the logisitcs are on the UJS.'s side. The U.S,,
by supplying treasure, training and tech logy, can aid its allies in:

1. Adopting the strategic offense and tactical defense,

2. Inculcating Hispanic traditions and tercio tactics.

3. Conducting a protracted war of perhaps decac duration,

4. Reinforcing the self-reliance of indigenous armies by refusing to

commit U.S. ground forces.

5. Utilizing helicopters for ° transport and evacuation only and

supplying COIN aircraft for air support.

The U.S., by suggesting these five points, providing the instruments and
encouraging allies to fight for their - own countries, will, in turn, insure its own
survival., The ultimate irget of the enemy in Central America is the United States.

, |
initiative. The war is for the minds of mankind. The U.S. must demonstrate that it
believes in freedom, that it is willing to sacrifice, that it is ready and willing to

endure a protracted war, and that it will not abandon its allies.

Nations can only be pacified by their own people. No U.S. ground forces,
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remainc ° Central America. Mexico " the United { ‘es will follow the fall of
itral America. |

By using surrogates and supplying satellites, the Soviet Union is
¢ lucting a low cost, low profile, low risk war which is eroding the U.S. power perch
in t  Caribbean and Central America. St d radicalization of Central America
continue and masses of migrants move northwind, the Republic cou  be destabili; 1.
The Soviets would then win their ultimate  jective of absolute security - global
hegemony - without ever directly confronting e military might of the United States.
To be a contender in the global game of gec )litics a nation must first of all be a

survivor. The hour is late, Does the Unijtes States have the will to win World War Il
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Page 3

purpos of Sovi . stra“- " - ~Iperiority---to checkmate the
U.S. military capabili L1 levels, thereby paralyzing
A rica unti ulti .umph of e revolution. ’en
the Reagan ? jtration 1s showing signs that all it is

capable of is appeasement and half-measures.

With deep respect and war personal regards,

The Conservative Caucus






