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Addresses of Members of the
National Bipartisan Commission on Central America
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 28, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMINISTRATION SPOKESMEN
FROM: KARNA SMALLK%

SUBJECT: Talking Points

Attached are talking points cohcerning the President's
speech of last night on Lebanon and Grenada which we
hope will be useful to you in upcoming speeches and

your encounters with the press.






o Telegrams: Another 1167 commented by wire. Of these:
1102 were positive
63 were negative
2 commented without position

Congressional support

o In his address, President Reagan said he had "seen
Democratic leaders in the Congress join their Repub-
lican colleagues, send a message to the world that we
are all Americans before we are anything else, and when
our country is thi atered, we stand shoulder to shoul-
der in support of our men and women in the armed
forces."

o Support was widespread from members of Congress of both
parties who commented on the President's address:

-~ Senate Majority Leader Howard Baker (R-TN), "a
powerful and moving speech.... Undoubtedly it will
have a unifying effect on the American people.”

-- Rep. Paul Simon (D~IL), "...one of the President's
most eloquent address ,..."

-- Sen. Lloyd Bentsen (D-TX), "I think he made an
effective presentation...."”

-- Sen. Nancy Kassebaum (R-KS), "...particularly
eloguent" on Lebanon and made "a good case for
preventive action" in Grenada.

-- Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Charles
Percy (R-IL), Reagan "took a highly complex situa-
tion and boiled it down to its essentials.”

-- Rep. Jim Leach (R-IA), "It was a masterful speech."”

-~ Rep. Claudine Schneider (R-RI), "The President
had » verv fine hland which was more peace through
~aw n "

-- Sen. John Chafee (R-RI), "Excellent."

Other Comment

o Governor Richard Thornburgh (R-PA), said "...the
people of Pennsylvania were reassured."”

o) Dan Rather, commenting after the speech, "I have an
idea that this may go down as one of the President's
strongest more effective speeches of his Presidency."




































Hrraldo Montealenr 3 the Sandinista Director
0L _..e Internat.ur aconstruction Fund.
Franniern Wiallne y Sandinista Ambassador to

Lus uo uueais unas Jdefection in 1983.

Humberto Belli, fo: editorial page editor
of La Prensa, the ¢ sition newsp: er during
Somoza's time.






