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- LT. GEN PB K. BRATTON

!

)

Chief \gir 'S )
Unite .es \y orps of Engineers )
)

fendants. )

)

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY
AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

laintiffs llec: as follows:
l. This is an action for ¢ :tclaratory and injunctive
relief against defendants' unauthorized and unconstitutior 1
seizure and destruction of plaintiffs' property to construct
and operate, with United States funds and personnel, a military

facility in Honduras for training soldiers.

JURISDICTION

2. The Jurisdiction of this Court is based on 28 U.S.C.
§§ 1331, 1350 and 1361. Declaratory Judgment is sought pursuant

to 28 U.S.C. §§ 2201 and 2202.

VENIIR

3. Venue in this judicial district is based on

28 U.S.C. § 1391(e).
PARTIES

4., Temistocles Ramirez de Arellano ("Mr. Ramirez"),

He is the benweficial owner, general manager, and chief execu-

tive officer of the property at issue in this case.



























City of Wea 1ingt n )
) Ss:
Dist—ict of Columbia)

Temistocles Ramirez de Arellano, bt ing duly sworn,
deposes and states that he is a United States citizen residing
in San Juan, Puerto Rico and Puerto Castilla, Honduras; that
he is one of the plaintiffs herein; and that he has read the
foregoing complaint and knows the contents thereof and that
t: same are true of his own knowledge except as to the

matters therein stated to be alleged on information and

belief, and as to these matters he believes them to be true.

—s 2R

iculsStocies nawsr€z ue 10

Subscrit 3 and sworn to
before me this |3 th day
of July, 1983.

g g 4
z?g Ny w
veary ic

My Commission expires: _17-1" 7=


















8. The next day, Mr. Burghardt sent a message by
radio from my off{ 2 to the United States Embassy's Military
Attache instru :ing him to stop all further work on the Tr;ining
Cent - because the land is « sed by a United States citizen.

9. On the morning of May 24, 1983, Mr. . Crespo
from Aguilar Construction C¢ pany, a subcontractor to tl United
“tates Army Corps of Engineers, came to my office while Mr.
Bur~hardt and I were there, Mr. Crespo informed :s that a Col.
Morgan and a Major Lem¢ frc the United States Army, together
with various Honduran Army office. , had taken him to an area of

r pr rerty known as Taya Crique Farm on May S5 and 6, 1983.
That visit was without my prior knowledge or consent.

10. Later on May 24, 1983, Mr. Burghardt and I walked
through the area identified by Mr. Burghardt as the site for éhe
Training Center. ﬁe stopped briefly at the Taya Crique Farm and
spoke to my resident overseer, Mr. Cesar Reyes. I asked Mr. Reyes

_w”fw;;;;her it was true that American and Honduran military officers
ad been there on May 5 and 6, 1983 and he stated that they had
and that he had seen them,
1l1. On May 26, 1983, I flew to the United States main-
land to make inquiries concerning the Training Center project.
I learned that the Training Center is being undertaken jointly

by tt United States Defense Department and State Department

Adviser, Jucge William Clark.
i2, On May 27, 1983, I returned to Honduras wt re I

received an urgent message from Mr. Burghardt to come to the




































in building the Training Center,
to seek legal counsel to resolve
tarn E r attorneys, I attempi
Departments of State and Defense

unproductive meetings with State

I decided to come to Washington
the matter. With the a: is-
] to convince of “":-ia. in t}
to help seek a solution. After

Department and White House

personnel, we sought a meeting with responsible Defense D¢ rt-

ment personnel, which was refused. Through my attorneys, I

sent a 1 :te. to Secretary of Defense Weinberger seeking his

assistance but he did 1 : respond. (A copy of that letter is

Exhibit 4 to this Declaration.)

I am therefore turning to the

courts of the United States to protect my constitutional rights

as a United States citizen.

37. I declare under penalty of perjury that the -

>regoing is true and correct.

Executed on July 13, 1983 in Washington, D.C.

TEMISTOCLES RAMIREZ DE ARELLANO













breeding herd of Honduras and inc:r ises its export and foreign
curi / earnings. The sections called Los Presos, Taya Crigque,
Deresa and Silin are used for this purpose.

8. In January, 1983, Mr. Ramirez asked Mic igan
State University to assist him in designing corrals and com-
puterizing his ranch management and meat packing operations. I
vi .ted the ranch in March f>r a short r riod and returned on
“ime 26, bringing.wi“ me two st lents who remain on the
property.

9. On Sunday, June 27, the ranch foreman, the two
students, and I rode through the Taya Crigue section. I had
heard about a new military camp in a portion of Silin, near
Taya Criqu and wanted to see how Empacadora might shift ranch
of ' tions to take account of this. V¥ ile the loss of this
area causes, in my opinion, substantial disruption to ranch
operations, I believed that they could be offset by a revised
land management plan.

10. From the entrance at Taya Crigque, we rode to the
gate of the military camp, which is approximately 1,000 feet
away, in Silin. The area being used as the camp is shown on

map of the ranch included as Exhibit 1 to this Declaration.
The large area marked with diagonal lines repres 1ts the land
sections taken for the military camp. The camp covers land
7 ,
A small creek, which is an important ater source for the are¢ ,

runs near the camp.















schedules of cattle. Other areas near the meat packing plant
-2 € T er " t€’7 owned, or not capable of supporting a
grazing system.

25. I have concluded, after careful analysis of {1 e
facts, that if Mr. Ramirez does not regain the unobstructed use
of the Los Presos section within the next month, he should
phase out this ranch and packing operation. If he continues to
o rat 1it, the ranch will suffer range deterioration in a “
short tin = His costs, including wages ar plant 6perating
expenses, are fixed and cannot be paid for except through the
continued cattle operations carried out over 1 e Taya Crigque,
Los Presos and Tumbador_sections of the Empacadora ranch.

26. I declare under penalty of perjury that the

foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on July 8, 1983 4)}? [~ SIS
in washington, D.C.

Dr. Robert Jack weans



-IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

T=""3T  TLES RAMIREZ DE ARELLANO
idominio Mansiones de Garden Hills
irtment l4a, Torre Norte
iwynabo, Puerto Rico

(809) 792-5228

T. RAMIF Z & COMPANY, INC.
P.O. Box 4149
San Juan, Puer*o Rico 00903
(809) 723-1119

{PACADORA DEL NORTE, S.A.
P.O. Box 4149

San Juan. Puerto Rico
(809) 72 -1119

INVERSIONES CENTROAMERICANAS, S.A.
P.O. Box 938
Tegucigalpa, Honduras
(504) 327561

EMPACADO = ~IL NORTE HONDURAS, S.A.
P.O. Box 938
Tegucigal 1, Honduras
(504) 327561

GANADERA DE TRUJILLO, S.A.
P.O. Box 938
Tegucigalpa, Hondur 3
(504) 327561

_APACADORA DE CASTILLA, S.A. de C.V.
P.O. Box 234
Tegucigalpa, Honduras
(504) 327561

Plaintiffs,

t
Department of Detense

GEORGE P. SHULTZ
Secretary, United States
Department of State
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City of washin :on )
) §S:
Di :r >t of Columbia)

Temistocles Ramirez de Arellano, being duly sworn,
de »jses and states that he is a United States citizen res:! ing
in San Juan, Puerto Rico and Pu to Castilla, Honduras; that
he is one of the plaintiffs herein; and that he has read the

regoing complaint and knows the contents thereof and that
the san are tr. of his own knowledge except as to the
matters therein stated to be al°:ged on information and

belief, and as to these matters he believes them to be true.

Temistocles Ramizez de Arellano

Subscribed and sworn to
before me this ' _th day
of July, 1983.

w@ el g goL ~
© NuLary ic

My C mission expires: 12-14-3
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and have advised th¢ not to trav 1 on tI ranch unattended by
~ ppe 1dora employees. |
16. In my opinion the military operation has h: a
\ y negative effect on the Empacadora ranch. Mr. Ramirez
cannot continue to operate the ranch under current conditions.
17. Mr. Ramiriz has had to move cattle from the
eresa and Silin sections where ttl would otherwise have been
because of the abundance of grazing grass during the dry season
of the last 3:veral ménths. From these sections, he has moved
them to Taya Crigue and parts of Los Presos, which are drier
and therefore have limited grazing potential and will support
wer numbers of cattle.
18. Wexr it not for the military p1 sence in Los
Presos, where the lumber was left, he would be moving cattl to

that entire section now. Because of the concern about the

___military cutting fences and leaving gates open, the cattle

cannot prudently be sent into that section.

19. As a result of the military operations, Mr.
Ramirez has lost the use of Silin and some of I« Presos,
sections which he needs for dry season grazing.

20. The direct and immediate effect of the military
operation is to reduce the cattle carrying capacity of the
Empacadora ranch by at least one half. Moreover, in my opinion,

rur 1, causing overgrazing of the : naining sectior , which











