Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files

Folder Title: central America — Il
(30f4)

BoX: 54

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/



https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/



























































































28
"This is a meaningless promise in a country ithout Jews."

Mr. Borge went on to state that ". . . full freedom of

religious expression exists in Nicaragua for the first time

in our history.“29 The recor however indicates otherwise.
Anti-religious activities on the part of the Sandin: ta

regime have not been limited to any single group but

have cut across many lines. Anti-Sandinista Catholics,

rot s;tant Miskito Indians, evangelical missionaries and

Nicaraguan Jews have all been targets of x »n ssive

activities. Although the dyn: ics have been different

in 1ich case, the result in all cases has been the same --

repression of religious and ethnic identity.
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Central American Freedom Alliance is a coalition of
organizations and individuals dedicated to protecting U.S.
€ urity interests in Central America.

The Caribbean Basin is a vital part of the U.S. import/export
system. Almost half of the United States' foreign trade passes
through the Panama Canal or the Gulf of Mexico, along with two-
thirds of our imported 0il, and over half of our imported
strategic minerals. In the event of a war with the Soviet Union
in Europe over 85% of war supplies to our troops in NATO would
start from the Gulf of Mexico. The Caribbean Basin is the
jugular vein of the United States and that vein is being
threatened by Soviet/Cuban aggression.

Because of your interest in Central America, we will be
¢ 1ding you information periodically to ke > you informed on the
latest developments. If you have any questions regarding either
our committee or the information you receive, please feel free to

call or write.
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- Cuban mmed forces have grown to a size disproportionate for
defensix \S:

-- Cuba »ssesses an Army of over 225,000; a Navy of 11,000 and
air ¢ fense forces of 16,000, not including 500 thousand para-
milit ry troops.

-- Cubans have well over 200 MIG fighter aircraft.

-- Castro has about 65,000 Cubans serving overseas: 40,000
military (25,000 troops in Angola, about 12,000 in Ethiopia)
and 25,000 civilian f inicians.

-- Cuba 1s 2.3% of its population in the r¢ lar armed forces,
one of every 20 Cubans participates in some =2curity mission.

- Moscow underwrites the activities of its Cuban surrogate at a cost

tceeding $4 billion annually (1/4 of Cuba's GNP) and supports :Iforts
to collect funds, arms, and supplies from the communist bloc for
guerrilla activities in Central America and the Caribbean.

- The number of Soviet Bloc academic grants offered annually to
Latin American students jumped from 400 in the 1960's to about
7,000 now. In 1979 Moscow admitted to »Jonsoring 7,000 Cubans
for :u ies in the Soviet Union. ~ ~: year 700 Nicaraguans were
rer :ed studying there and an additic . 300 scholarships were
being g wided. Scholarships include ..2:e room, board, tuition,
transportation, medical care and a small stipend.

- About 3,000 Latin American students, including 1,600 Nicaraguans,
are studying in Cuba. Cuba has constructed 17 schools for foreigners,
each costing about $2 million to build and about $600,000 to operate

annually.
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