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The Salvadorans are pouring as much money as they can muster in paying
for our military assistance, but this goes unreported in our press and
Americans consider we have a give away program. The September issue of
"Soldier of Fortune" this year, accurately depicts the sorry state of military
assistance to ground forces in El Salvador. I have spent hours with these
re r! °'s and have confidence in their experienced analysis. The primary
reason for our inadequate support is due to congressional restrictions, but
administration handling of this crisis situation is primarily through the
normal bureaucratic channels based on peacetime aid and assistance to
countries.

1 : United States is going to have to face up to what are called the
"root" <crobl .s. When talking about social injustices and poverty, little is
said about the extensive influence of Marxist/Leninist-teaching in Latin
American Universities. Soviet Bloc academic grants annually to Latin American
students jumped from 400 in the 1960s to around 7,000 now, and this does not
include Cubans. The guerrilla leadership invariably comes from the University
ranks and Latin American Universities are notorious centers for communist
influence and subversion. Rather than jumping to conclusions over poverty :
the primary root cause it would be useful to study other factors. World Bank
figures in the mid-seventies placed El Salvador in the middle of all countries
in the world on the basis of fair distribution of income. Before 1979 El

Salvador had a highly productive agricultural economy with no food shortages

a rapidly growing .ddle class and new industries.
If the United States and her Latin American allies refuse to recognize
tt . these countries are being targeted by communist interests, we will

rationalize all of our present strengths and advantages away until Mexico is
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resolution of security problems. CONDECA, » Central American Defense
Committee should be revitalized to address mutual defense concerns.
In the final analysis the U.S. must decide whether recent military

dev ts sufficiently jeopardize our security to take unilateral actions
to roll back Soviet and Cuban backed communist expansion. These actions do
not necessarily mean military engagements. But the U.S. cannot continue to

ore the unilateral movements of Soviet chess pieces across the Caribbean
Basin chess board. The right moves by the United States now could influence a
Soviet p1*" back and if plami | properly the U.S. should be able to "check-
mate" the Soviet Union and Cuba in the Western Hemisphe; b¢ sre they make

another © 7e.
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