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December 19, 1983 

The President 
The White House 

Camara de Comercio Iberoamericana 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, OC 

Dear Mr. President: 

It gives me great pleasure to have the occasion to bring to your attention 
the very excellent work being performed by the Office of Public Liason, 
under the direction of Mrs . Faith Ryan Whittlesey, with respect to the 
organization of public briefings on Central America and other current 
foreign policy issues. 

Those of us who participate in the briefings benefit fran a program in 
which the selection of topics is timely, the issue presentations thorough, 
and the casting of speakers superb. We canmend the efforts of Morton 

(
( Blackwell, Joyce Thomann and all staff members of the Office of Public 
Liason involved in this endeavour. 

May you have a most blessed holiday season in union with your loved ones, 
and may the good Lord ensure your heal th for many more years to cane. 

JAF/ko 

#027 

Greater Waehinston Ibero-American Chamber of Commerce 
2100 M Street, N.W., Suite 607, Washinston, D.C. 20037 (202) 296-0335 
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CONSTANTINE MENGES 
Guest columnist 

With adequate aid, 
democracy possible 

WASHINGTON - The posi­
tive opponunity for democracy 
in Central America is illustrat­
ed by the fact that 19 Latin 
American countries are demo­
cratic, six are liberalizing, and 
these 25 account for about 80 
percent of the 380 million peC>­
ple in the region. 

Soviet bloc and Cuban su!}­
pon rnr l\farxist-Leninist ter­
rorists and guerrillas threat­
ened about 11 countries during 
the 1960s. dec1ined in the early 
1970s whit'e Cuba sent 70.000 
military and civilian personnel 
to suppon three dictatorships 
in Africa, and then, after 1978, 
increased sh arply with a focus 
on Central America. 

Th~ e actions threaten Cen­
tral America with the repres­
sion and poverty that commu­
nism inevitably brings. Unless 
stopped , the momentum of 
communist-initiated violence 
and destabilization could reach 
our southern border. 

Costa Rica is a functioning 
democracy, and Honduras has 
made a peaceful transition to 
democracy. They each have a 
border with Nicaragua where 
genuine democrats and Marx­
ist-Leninist Sandinistas joined 
against Somoza. In 1979 a polit­
ical solution led to Somoza's de­
panure in exchange for writ­
ten promises that the Sandinis­
tas would hold elections in a 
few months and permit labor 
unions and media. 

Instead, just as Castro did in 
I 959, the Sandinistas moved to 
establish their communist dic­
tatorship, persecuted the genu­
ine democrats, and began 
working with Cuba and the SC>­
viet bloc to export subversion. 

Three groups are competing 
for the destiny of El Salvador: 
A small violent right. which 

Constantine Menges is se­
nior director for Luli11 Ameri- : 
can affairs for the National Se· : 
c11rily Council. 

seeks to roll back the land re­
form program and overturn 
the current government: the .· 
externally supported guenil­
las, now estimated at about 
7,000. who seek a Marxist-Le- · 
ninisr regime and refuse to par- · 
ticipa1e in elections; and third, 
a bro1d Lualition of political 
parties from democratic left to 
conservative, democratic 
unions, and most of the mili­
tary, religious and civic institu­
tions. 

This third coalition supports 
the Salvadoran government -
it has opposed both the violent 
right and the communis, left. it 
supported the democratic elec­
tions of 1982, and it supports 
the coming March 25 elections 
and the existing land reform, 
which has benefited about 
500,000 peasants. 

President Reagan has adopt­
ed a balanced policy with four 
main elements: Support for de­
mocratization; improvement in 
economic conditions through 
increases in economic assis­
tance, the caribbean Basin ini­
tiative, and help with the re­
gional debt crisis; dialogue for 
peaceful resolution of disputes 
through democratic elections 
and verified international 
agreements; and, security as­
sistance to help our neighbors 
meet the threat posed by the vi­
olent ex1remes. 

With adequate support from 
the United States and other 
friendly countries. there is ev­
ery possibility that the positive 
opportunities for Central 
America can be realized. 

USA TODAY, Monday, January 9, 1984 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

A Q -U ESTIONNAIRE 

Please take a few moments to complete this questionnaire and 
return it to: The Office of Public Liaison, Room #191-0EOB, 
The White House, Washington, D.C. 20500. Thank you. 

1. How many Wednesday Central America briefings, approximately, 
have you attended? 

3 
2. Please comment on the usefulness of the briefings you have 

attended. Meetings with many of the principals active in _the 
U. S. foreign po~icy arena have brought life and color, but most 
important,credibility, to the talks and presentations which I make 
to my "constituents." Much of the (~ information which I have gathered 
at the briefings is ...simply not: available elsewhere. · 
J. -What topic-s would ne or interest to you tor tuture speakers 

to address? U. S. foreign policy vis a vis the Central and 
Eastern Europe, Middle East, Persian Gulf Area. 

4. Who would be of particular interest to you as a speaker? 
Principals in charge of the foreign policy formulation. 

5. Would you recommend changing the format of the briefings? 
If so, how? Some of the briefings were burdened by too 

ambitious an agenda :.i Perhaps fewer speakers, per meeting, examin! ng 
their subject in depth, would resolve the difficulty. 

6. Have the materials which have been distributed to date 
been useful to you? Very ! ! ! More materials, please 

7. What additional types of materials/information would be 
useful to you? Non-argumentative presentation of facts, supported 

by charts, gr.a:phs and maps. Audio transcripts,on ·cassette~,of 
each briefing. 

8. Has your organization engaged in any outreach activities? 
For example: speakers/programs on Central America, op-ed 
pieces, newsletters, articles in publications of your 
organization, etc. Please specify. 
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9. As a part of the White House Outreach program, we have 
established a Central America Speakers Bureau. Have 
you/your organization already used our Central America \ 
Speakers Bureau? 

NO 
10. Would your group need a speaker for one of its future 

meetings? 

Not at the present time. 
11. Are there groups you believe should be invited to the 

White House to receive a special briefing on Central 
America? If so, please identify. 

12. Please us-e- this space for any additional rem-arks/comments/ 
suggestions you would like to make. 

Thank you for your time and interest. 

Optional: If you wish, please identify yourself and your 
organization. 

Name: Marek L. Laas ;; 

ORGANIZATION: Support of Solidarity; Pomost 
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Mr. James E. Andrews 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 16, 1983 

Mr. William P. Thompson, 
Interim Co-Stated Clerks 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.) 
341 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30365 

Dear Sirs: 

This is in response to your thoughtful letter to 
the President of August 18, 1983. 

Pursuant to your suggestion, we have circulated your 
policy statement on Central America to the members of the 
White House Outreach Working Group on Central America. 
The Working Group inc~udes policy staff from all the major 
departments and agencies concerned with Central America. 

The statement is very interesting and remarkably 
consistent. Perhaps because I went more than forty years 
without knowing a Presbyterian adhering to this viewpoint 
with such purity, I found the document particularly illumina­
ting. 

Thank you for providing us with these views. 

Sincerely, 

- 1 ' 

'/ .' "-:J• I . - / • / / /,.1· 
1 _1 ·, .:, 1 k 1 '- , . _.: ..,- 1:- •· -. ,. c-

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the Preside nt 
for Public Liaison 



OFFICE pF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, 
' FOR POLICY 

12 Sept 1983 

TO: Ms. Faith Whittles~y 

I plan to develop and elaborate 
on some of these themes for 
future speeches. Let me know 
of any suggestions you might 
have. 

v c: Morton Blackwell 



HOLD FOR RELEASE UNTIL 
6 P.M., MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1983 

HIGHLIGHTS OF REMARKS BY 
THE HONORABLE FRED C. IKLE 
UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR POLICY 
TO THE BALTIMORE COUNCIL ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1983 

nThe President's policy for Central America has not yet been 
given a chance to work," Under Secretary of Defense Fred C. Ikle 
told the Baltimore Council on Foreign Affairs. "Congress has denied 
the President the means to succeed." Yet, Dr. Ikle said, "Congr e ss 
has involved itself in the management of US policy for Central 
America more than for any other region of the world." 

Referring to the accusation that the Reagan Administration was 
seeking a military solution for Central America, Dr. Ikle recalled 
the predominance of economic aid, and said "We do not seek a military 
defeat for our friends. We do not seek a military stalemate. We 
seek victory for the forces of democracy." 

He stressed that "the resources needed to succeed are small 
compared to our investment for security in other regions of the 
world. Once Congress gives us the means to succeed, the capability 
and deter mination of the United States will become clear." This 
will help deter the Soviet Union. 

Dr. Ikle stated that the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua is in 
the process of becoming a "second Cuba" -- "more dangerous than 
Castro's Cuba since it shares hard-to-defend borders with Honduras 
and Costa Rica." 

"Congressional legislation to deny US support to the democratic 
resistance forces in Nicaragua would turn Nicaragua into a sanctuary 
from which the nations of Central America could be safely attacked," 
Under Secretary Ikle stressed. "This would enable the promoters of 
totalitarianism--while being supplied and replenished by Cuba and 
the Soviet bloc--to attack neighboring countries indefinitely, and 
always with inpunity." Thus the Sandinista regime would be consoli­
dated and "would become an arsenal for insurgency, a safehaven for 
the export of vi o 1 ence. • • • If we cannot prevent that, we have .- to 
anticipate the partition of Central America. Such a development 
would then force us to man a new military front-line of the East-West 
conflict, right here on our continent." 



HOLD FOR RELEASE UNTIL 
6 P.M., MONDAY, SEPTEMBE R 12, 1983 

REMARKS BY 
THE HONORABLE FRED C. IKLE 
UNDER SECRETARY OF DEF ENS E FOR POLICY 
TO THE BALTIMORE COUNCIL ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1983 

Our Policy for Central America -- Will Congress Let Us Succeed? 

I am delighted to be here this evening and to have the 
opportunity to speak to you on this issue of such i mportance to us 
all. 

Central America is closer to Baltimore than is California - ­
in terms of geographic distance, that is. But the intellectual 
distance between here and Central America is enormous. Most of 
the America n people are not well informed about Central America; 
many are misinformed; and some are outright disdainful about 
the cultural and social importance of this region. 

You all hav e an obligation to r emedy this situation, so that 
you and your representatives in Congress can e ngag e in constructive 
support--or constructive criticisrn--of the Administration's policy. 

To begin with, you should know that the President's policy 
for Central America has not yet been given a chance to work: 
Congress has denied the President the means to succeed. 

Indeed, Congress has involved itself in the management of 
US policy for Central America more than for any other region of 
the world. 

While Congress has quickly and easily approved some four 
and a half billion dollars in Security Assistance for 
nations in the Mediterranean region, it slashed nearly 
in half the much smaller allocation for nations in 
the Caribbean region--so much closer to home. 

While Congress has been generally supportive of the deploy­
ment of some 1200 U.S. Marines to Lebanon, it fought fiercely 
to limit the number of US trainers in El Salvador to 55. 
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While Congress has not objected to large military 
exercises in the faraway Indian Ocean region, it 
heavily criticized the recent military exercises in the 
Caribbean region. 

2 

While Congress has for a long time supported Radio;free 
Europe, the fine radio program that brings the truth to 
the people of Eastern Europe, Congress has delayed for two 
years President Reagan's request for Radio Marti, a new 
radio station that would bring the truth to the people in 
Cuba. 

As we consult with members of Congress on these issues, we 
are often told that, you, their constituents, are pressing such 
positions on them. But as we review the public opinion polls, we 
discover an extraordinary lack of information. For example, in 
a recent New York Times/CBS poll, only 8 percent of the respondents 
knew, both for El Salvador and Nicaragua, whether the US was 
supporting the government or the insurgents. 

You must help us overcome not only a lack of information, 
but also a great deal of misinformation. This misinformation is 
not accidental; it is the result of a well-organized and well 
orchestrated effort. A fabric of fiction has been tightly woven 
to conceal the essential facts. Let me review with you some of 
these fictions: 

Fiction has it that US influence in Central and Latin 
America has prevented democratic development, that the spread of 
Leninist regimes is the tide of history, a natural process of 
social reform that we should not oppose. The fact is that the 
trend toward democratization has continued: among the 32 indepen­
dent states of Latin America and the Caribbean, 17 are now democratic. 
Since 1978, five countries have made a peaceful transition from 
military regimes to elected democratic governments. It is the 
much criticized military regimes that are often transformed into a 
democracy; but there has never yet been a Marxist-Leninist regime 
that was succeeded by democracy. 

Another bit of fiction: that the Sandinista regime 
in Nicaragua would have developed into a pluralistic democracy, 
had it not been for the US intervention. The fact is that the Sandi­
nistas, only a few weeks after they came into power, reneged on 
their promise for early elections, began to attack the democratic 
trade unions, and invited Cuban military and security personnel 
in steadily growing numbers. Yet, during the first 18 months of 
the Sandinista regime, the United States provided more than $120 
million in direct aid and endorsed over $220 million in Inter­
American Development Bank aid -- more than the previous Somoza 
regime in Nicaragua had received from the United States in tw~nty 
years! Clearly, it was not US interference that drove the 
Sandinistas to link up with Fidel Castro -- unless economic aid 
is regarded as "interference.• 
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Another piece of fiction is the charge that the Reagah Admin-
istrati~n is "militarizing" the problems of Central America and 
is bringing the East-West conflict to the region. Well, the East 
is already here. The Soviets are giving ten times as much 
military ass'istance to Cuba and Nicaragua as we are providin,g to 
all of Latin America. And Soviet military advisors in Cuba and 
Nicaragua outnumber US military advisors in the Caribbean region 
twenty to one. 

* * * 
Since Congress is so deeply involved in our day-to-day policy 

towards Central America, our key objectives need to be clear to the 
American people. Moreover, Congress must share with the Administra­
tion an understanding of our basic strategy. 

On one thing we can all agree: We do not want the United 
States to fail. We must succeed. 

But what is it we would like to see happen, and what do we 
want to prevent? We have wide agreement, I believe, that the 
United States favors a continuation and strengthening of the 
trend toward open, genuine democracy. And we favor social and 
economic betterment for the people in Central America, a region 
so close to us. 

Equally important is what we want to prevent. We want to 
prevent the expansion of totalitarian regimes -- particularly 
Leninist ones, since they will import Stalinist police systems, 
bring in Soviet arms, and even invite Soviet military bases. 
There are two more reasons why Leninist regimes are particularly 
dangerous: once entrenched, they tend to become irreversible, 
and they usually seek to export their totalitarianism to other 
nations. 

Given these objectives, what should be our strategy? 

I. 

First, we want to help build the road toward democracy and 
economic development. In the end, the people in each country 
will have to make their own choices. They can succeed only through 
their own dedicated effort. But we can help, through advice and 
influence, by facilita~ing trade, and by giving aid. The Caribbean 
Basin Initiative of the Reagan Administration (to which Congress 
has now agreed) is right on target. So are our efforts in El 
Salvador in behalf of elections and for improvements in the 
judicial system. 

! 
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Also, we are using diplomacy to help the government of El Salva~ --~ 

win over those who are willing to abandon violence and compete in ;°-:-
elections, provided they can be assured of safe and fair partici- , 

I 
pation. But we must not underestimate our adversaries. The hard t,' 

core among the insurgents will never settle for a fair democratic 
process. We can no more negotiate an acceptable political solution F 

I 

I 
: 
I 



with these people then the social democrats in revolutio~~ry 
Russia could have talked Lenin into giving up totalitarian 
Bolshevism. 

II. 

4 

This leads us to the second requirement. As Secretar~· Shultz 
recently explained, the guerillas in El Salvador have used a 
"rule or ruin" strategy: they seek to destroy economic assets 
faster than our aid can restore them. You cannot have economic 
development in a nation, if guerilla forces keep blowing up 
bridges, power lines, school buldings, buses ••• You have to de­
feat these "rule or ruin" forces militarily. This is the purpose 
for our military assistance. 

Every so often the critics of the Administration 
proclaim -- with accusatory connotation -- that we seek a "military 
solution" in El Salvador. If a "military solution" means putting 
primary emphasis on military assistance and military means, then 
it is more factual to accuse the Reagan Administration of 
seeking an "economic solution," since three dollars out of four 
in the requested assistance programs are for economic aid. 

What we seek to do is to open the doors to democracy and 
close the doors to violence. But we have to use military means 
against those who insist--till they have imposed their rule-­
on using violence. 

Let me make this clear to you: 

We do not seek a military defeat for our friends. 

We do not seek a military stalemate. 

We seek victory for the forces of democracy. 

And that victory has two components: 

One: Defeating militarily those organized forces of ­
violence that refuse to accept the democratic will of 
the people. 

Two: establishing an adequate internal system for 
justice and personal security. 

At this point, let us recall our first agreed principle: 
We do not want the United States to fail. Hence, we must 
allocate sufficient means so that we can succeed. As long as 
Congress keeps crippling the President's military assistance 
program, we will have a policy always shy of success. We will 
remain locked into a protracted failure. 



This the American people should not tolerate. If we are 
merely involved to fail, then we should not be involved at all. 

.., 

The resources needed to succeed are small compared to our 
investment for security in other regions of the world. Once Congress 
gives us the means to succeed, the capability and _determina~ion of 
the United States will become clear. This will make the Soviet 
Union more cautious, which in turn will help our success. ·;On the 
other hand, if we signal that we are afraid of victory over the 
forces of violence, if we signal that we have opted for protracted 
failure, we will only encourage the Soviets to redouble their 
effort. We will be inviting ever-increasing difficulties. 

III. 

The third requirement of US strategy for Central America is 
least well understood. We should seek to prevent the partition 
of Central America, a division of this region into two spheres, 
one linked to the Soviet bloc and one -linked to the United States. 
Such a partition would inexorably lead to a hostile confrontation 
of large military forces, a confrontation that could last for decades. 

We can see how such a confrontation works, as we look at 
Cuba. During the 24 years of the Castro dictatorship, while the 
standard of living deteriorated and human rights were widely violated, 
Cuba built up a large military establishment. It has the second 
largest army in Latin America (second only to Brazil), it has some 
200 MIG fighter aircraft, submarines, 6000 to 8000 Soviet advisors, 
and several Soviet intelligence installations. In addition, 
Castro has sent some 30 to 40 thousand troops abroad to provide the 
mercenary forces to protect the Soviet imperial outposts. As a result 
of the militarization of Cuba, our sealines to NATO are now seriously ; 
threatened. 

The Sandinista regime in Nicaragua is determined to create 
a "second Cuba" in Central America. Ever since they seized 
power, the Sandinistas embarked on a major military buildup. 
Today, they have a much larger army than Somoza ever had, and they ,. 
have expressed the intention to build the largest force in Central 
America. Nicaragua is building new military airfields, and is 
importing Soviet tanks, helicopters, armored vehicles, and other 
equipment. 

This "second Cuba" in Nicaragua would be more dangerous 
than Castro's Cuba since it s h a r es hard to defend borders 
with Honduras and Costa Rica. The Sandinistas have alr ea dy 
started terrorist activities in both these countries. In 

I ,· 

addition, Nicaragua provides essential support for the insurgency / 
in El Salvador. / __ ·_ 

Even after the insurgency in El Salvador has been _l;>rought ;.-·,_-.< 
under control, Nicaragua--if it continued on its present course-- /·.-·. _· 
would be the bridgehead and arsenal for insurgency for Central ! 
America. And once the Sandinistas have acquired the military { 
~trength that -t~ey have long been planning for, they might well / _·_-_ 

, 
I 

I 



use that strength for direct attacks on their neighbors to help 
speed up the "revolution without frontiers". that they promised us. 

At that time, the only way to help protect the democracies 

6 

might be for the United States to place forward deployed forces in 
these countries, as in Korea or West Germany. Clearly, we must prevent 
such a partition of Central America. 

Yet, Congress has so far failed to give the President 
the means he requires to succeed. In the Democrats' response 
to President Reagan's April 27 address on Central America to a 
Joint Session of Congress, Senator Dodd said: "We will oppose the 
establishment of Marxist states in Central America." Yet, the 
Democratic majority in the House of Representatives has done exactly 
the opposite. It voted to oppose US assistance to those who oppose 
the establishment of a Marxist state in Nicaragua. That is to 
say, the House, in effect, voted to establish a sanctuary for the 
Sandinistas. 

Congressional legislation to deny US support to the 
democratic resistance forces in Nicaragua would turn Nicaragua 
into a sanctuary from which the nations of Central America could be 
safely attacked, but in which US supported forces could not 
operate. This would enable the promoters of totalitarianism--
while being supplied and replenished by Cuba and the Soviet 
bloc--to attack neighboring countries indefinitely, and always 
with impunity. Hence, it would deprive the Marxist groups in El 
Salvador of any incentive to compromise. Indeed, if such legislation 
were passed, the Sandinistas and Cubans might well find it safe to 
increase their assistance to the insurgents in El Salvador 
and to step up the destablization of Honduras and Costa Rica. 
This, after all, would be fully consistent with their presently 
declared objectives; and the guaranteed sanctuary would render 
such escalation almost risk-free. 

The psychological impact from cutting off US assistance 
to the Nicaraguan resistance forces fighting for democracy in their 
native land would be severe. Such a cut off would signal throughout 
the region that the totalitarian Leninist forces represent the 
winning side. The democratic forces would have cause to despair. 
They would see that terrorist and insurgent attacks against them 
are being generously supported by Cuba and the Soviet bloc, and 
that these attacks can be conducted from safe havens that are 
protected by the US Congress, in effect, from all counter-interference. 
Conversely, the totalitarian Lenist force would know that as soon 
as they seize control of a country, they will be secure: Cuba and 
the Soviet bloc will help them maintain an efficient police machinery 
to repress the people; and should any group arise to fight for 
freedom, the United States Congress would deny it all support. 

* * * 
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Let me recapitulate. 

Our basic objectives for Central America are clear: we want 
to strengthen democracy; we want to prevent in this hemisphere the 
expansion of totalitarian regimes, especially those linked ~o: the 
Soviet Union. 

To this end, we extend economic support and promote 
democratic development. But given forces of violence that will 
not accept the democratic will of the people, we also have to 
provide military assistance--enough to succeed. In addition, we 
must prevent consolidation of a Sandinista regime in Nicaragua 
that would become an arsenal for insurgency, a safe haven for the 
export of violence. If we cannot prevent that, we have to antici­
pate the partition of Central America. Such a development would 
then force us to man a new military front-line of the East - West 
conflict, right here on our continent. 

To prevent such an outcome, the Administration and Congress 
must work together with a strategy that can succeed. 



/ .. ' 

TH E \'." H 11 E HOU S E 

J. I 

t:", :Ll-0u(_,li· ,-.j_~; 

,--. JUL st pe r :::;c, 
. :_,·nti al ! r ,~·,; 

..-: :, 1 ... c:i. L 1·< ~;s 

o•,,•,::-:c· i r h .s 
: , I I)' 

1 i ': :=t L .l CJ ;I 5 , 1.,' •~ 

· _?:;:c t•T' ~ ~~ :LI~ '1 Eh': Ms. l~ etifck is working on hPr !-1;:ist ,]r.3 T ,..,,:i...; 
whi c:1 \,j Ll be deovteal:o 111ea~o - coverag-eof-rec2ntno;->i)en-j ngs i-n 
C::!1tr-: 1 ',mer i ca . She has worked with the Mc:lei 1-Lehcr Report 
fl-,1-s- s;: ,l,'7'"c r -':1no~isbeen '51.ITe ·1:0 - s-ee -m~aTa-from-tnat V, 'rft:.-i,JL!- -

1>c1nt . '.'he:: h.:is already interviewed higJ-.-le el officiv.ls from 
\ • d~ 1 o •: s ~ ~, 711t r.-1-r-Am~-r 1 can coun u· i-1..: s ;- rn.:-' ,rL1- pc• r S"unrft?:17: , - .., - , i1 J r ~ •; , 
.:1:1.: \·' ~11<: r::J v like to intc r·✓ i cw sor:ce Administration ~c·oplc to 
{f''_--...--r .1..! 11-- 1..>p i n1Tin ~ -· rsi1e lTc.1 i:> - J11 tC'.1--Vil:!1-..~ed - rncrr,b~ r ~ c.m J:-c.;; s rt s 
v:e 11 . ) 

l l (1', : : Yes (either) 

Tape Live 

Ca 1 1 (' d in ____ c, ____:__f{_ c'I'_-=:.. __ 

Clc.-::red 



To __ --=--~-=+-..,,.C...~e.,,,::__ _____ _ 

Date / O •- J./- · 8""..3 Time I I : (J 1= 
WHILE VDU WERE OUT 

M __ G-'-'A.=.L....r.,.,,_o-'-i\ u-;q....Ln,__Y>.:.......!...:.A-=/ ,LJ.f~s=h.i.__ 
/\ 

of ______________ _ 

Phone___._(....,A--'b....,/i=S._._) _ __;3=....~::...--=...3_--=~-=':....:../-=...~_ 
Area Code Number Extension 

TELEPHONED PLEASE CALL v v 
CALLEO ID SEE YOU WILL CALL AGAIN 

WANTS ID SEE YOU URGENT 

I RETURNED YOUR CALL l I 
Meseege ___________ _ 

Operator 

e AMPAD 
•• EFFICIENCY@ 23-020 

Phone __ ____,,f2i2~ -.....__4iC~- .::2-.=...,....Z~~-
Number Extension Area Code 

TELEPHONED PLEASE CALL 

CALLED ID SEE YOU WILL CALL AGAIN 

WANTS ID SEE YOU URGENT 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESE'. 

THROUGH: Mary Ann Meloy 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

Press Request** 

August 19, 1983 

(Although this is NOT a press 
request per se, because it has 
potential press implications, we 
are processing it as a "Press 

Request . ") 
STUDENTS 
~ NAME: Ms. Carolyn Naifek 

~){)U{OO)OO:': Vanderbilt University 

TELEPHONE NUMBER : 966 - 2714 

TOPIC OF INTERVIEW:Ms. Naifek is working on her Aasters Thesis 
which will be deovted to media coverage of recent happenings in 
Central Americ a. She has worked with the McNeil-Leher Report 
this summer and has been able to see media from that vantage 
point. She has already interviewed high-level officials from 
various Central American countries; media personnel/personalities, 
and would now like to interview some Administration people to 
get their opinions. (She has interviewed members of Congress as 
well.) 

REQUESTED/~ INTERVIEW DATE: ASAP 
--------- ------

HOW: In Person Yes Telephone Yes (either) ------- ---------

Tape Live - ---- --------

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY: Approve: -------

Disapprove : -----

Press Office: Called in 
----------

Cle are d 

Not Cleared 

By 
---------- ----- - - ---------



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAI TH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: Mary Ann Meloy 

FRON : Morton C. Blac kwe ll 

SUBJECT: 

DATE : 

STUDENTS 
~~NAME: 

Press Reque st** 

August 19, 1983 

(Although this is NOT a press 
r equest per se , because it has 
potential p re s s implications , we 
are process ing i t as a "P r ess 

Request . ") 

Ms. Carolyr Na i fek 

Vanderbilt Universi ty --=-----------------

TELEPHONE NUMBER : 966-2714 

TOPI C OF INTERVIEW :Ms . Naifek is working on her Masters Thesis 
whi ch will be deovted to media coverage o f recent happenings in 
Ce ntral America. She has worked with the Mc eil-Leher Report 
this summer and has been able to see media from that vantage 
point. She has already interviewed high-level officials from 
various central Ameri an countries ; media personnel/personalities, 
and would now like to interview some Administration people to 
get their opinions. -C-She has 1nterv1ewetl7nembers of Congress as 
well.) 

RE 1UESTED/~ INTERVIEW DATE: ASAP ---------------
HOW: In Person Yes Telephone Yes (either) ------- ---------

Tape ____ _ Live --------

FAITH RYA WHITTLESEY: App rove : ______ _ 

Dis pprove: 

Press Office : Calle d in ----------
Cleared 

Not Cleared 
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Non : t:;1CUYr':... 
- f"R.om -) THE MocNEIL-LEHRER REPORT Air D11!0 : July ~ 

Central America: Maneuvers and Covert Aid 
In New York 

RORERT MacNEIL ..... . . .. ..... . ........ Exerntive Euill,r 
Gen . THEODORE MATAXIS . .. . Valley f-nr!!c Military Acnucmy 

In Washing.ton 
CHARLAYNE HUNTER-GAULT . . .. . .. ....... Corrcspond~.nt 
Adm. STANSFlELD TURNER ..... : .... . . Former CIA D,re~tor • 
Sen . CHRISTOPHER DODD .. .... . .... Democrat. _Connecticut 
Sen . TED STEVENS ... ..... . .... .. ...... Rcpuhl1can. Alaska 

Producer 
Reporter 

!Tr<1sc I 

KENNETH WITTY. LEWIS SILVERMAN 
. . . . . . . . . . . MAURA LERNER . . .. ' ... ... ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Pres. RONALD REAGAN /July 26, /9/V/: Wr 'rL' not pl;innin)-! ;i war. and we don ' t think th:11 
that's going to happen at all. ___ _______ _ __ _ 

-:::::::::==A=cR.==~==.-v==o.(=fi~(,A=m==-e-.,,r-~---:.-=-:h-i-r [::====-=--=-~-:.-------
Vi c,..it a1i:ti>1-S'-I- fl. ae/.,vv, · MacNEIL: for another view we rum 10 Rerired Rrieadicr General TI1codon.· Mataxis. a comhat officer 
II\ ft,,J,u-A~r-~a.lkr--- 1 11.LW_w:.W_ WarJ.1 Kore.a an<l-.Y_ic_tnam.-and a,si.stant t:.W.ble....:.h:,~i:man nf the.,ioi-Pt-chi~taff i~.- ' , 

i "(10s. General Mataxis is now assiqant supcrintcndant and n"\mmanda.nt of cadets at Valley . Fnr:e·e 
1'f uc/~~r. 4 

/ Military Academy in Pennsylvania . General Mataxis. Admiral Turner says . as much adie adrni~\ !h;· 
-=========~=====~=====;:;;l,I i President"s cxhihition of s~rcngth. he fccb that th~sl' mnvl's arc dangerous . They could :possihl~ lciJd _t•,) . 

c!rcater and greater commttmcnt. What 1s your view ol 1t? . , · · 

\ 
Gen. THEODORE MATAXIS: Well. I think the Admiral anu I agree 1007r on aumiring the Prcsid~nt· 

, for his moves. Now. where we differ is the Actmir.il feel~ it may lead us down the rn;d to more twuhlc-
1 But. on the other hand. if we did nothing and watchL'd the countries topple- Nica'ragua ha~ gone 

H<1nduras is under pressure from guerrillas supplied from Nicaragua with the ;mns from Cyha and 
\ Russia. so I think it is hcst for the President tn take a \land at this time and let the people know what ;. 
\ intends to do. and show his hand in CentrJI America . I differ on the possihility of sh00ting at a .Frcn,,, 
' ,hip or any other ships going through. The pronounn:mcnh from the Pentagon ha ve hcen very clear: th;i t 

we will not do that. And I'm sure the Admiral rcmcmhcrs in the early "(,()s where we sat at the end o( th(' 
tahlcs and listened to what was going. on in the Carihhc:1n. whl're the ships were moniti1rcd ,tep hy step 
Now. this is not-

MacNEIL: During the Cuban missile crisis? 

Gen. MATAXIS: During the Cuban missile crisis . This docsn·t even approach tha!. 

1 MacNEIL: What do you see as the purpose of these maneuvers'? 
I • • • • 

/ Gen. MATAXIS: I would say the purpose of the maneuvers are like you·re in a certain c~nfmniatio ,\. 
I here that we have said. "We are going lo do this . We want you to stop sending arms into Ce.nt·a' 

America. into Nicaragua. into El Salvador so that the people have a chance down there for dcm.ocr.icv 
! and vote. as they did vote in El Salvador.·· The )!Uerrilla hands arc tearing us up. We Sqid we wiU n!r;•· 
; stand for this . We arc sending. advisers to help the El Salvadoran troops and train them. and r think th'. . 
!!ivcs us anolher card that wc·re play in)!- the naval power and the naval air wcr that we h~ sh, ,,, 

"1-a-t--wc-t!trhave-i·n-thean:~ W at t L' rcs1s cnt S saying . 

MacNEIL: What happens if the maneuvers )!O on for the length of time:pmjcctcctfor them .. a.n;.t ,i_1r . 
Sandinistas haven't changed any of their hchavior and all that l t .S . prestige has hcen·laicl on 'the

0

fo1e an<: 
the ante has hcen upped that far. What happens then '' · · 

==-JU==,,J)=;::t,,=·f=o=rk=. =J.=:==A~J:;=""=,=.,=ttJ=;==a~
1
=0L=s~f~,M=4I Gen. MATAXIS: That's a question the Prcsidenr and the National Security Coyncil arc g~ing to have t,~ . 

'"L ask- to answer. However. I would pose the question. if we ditl m,thing now .' wouldn ·t ·v,·(! hc :in ciu·c· 
d'>\ ,,.Jul+....! tG. ft,,.~t e,,.,_~ wnrse shape than taking some action. which hopefully will hring them to the- to negotiatipn. tahlc .·. ·. 

"! ::• ,. Jh~; ;::::;r-~;:::"'p~~. MacNEIL: Gc~ral'!- - ·- - .....,..-~ · --,-- -- - - ~ ----c- - - - - . -- ··.- - . -

AJ/H-<IYd ;l.k\rtJ~. J...... cf.,~ nor · Gen. MATAXIS: I agrl'c. that is a very difficult pn ,hkm . i\nd a\ I rode down to Wa,hini:lon the nt h, 
he/ ;.j- ~ 0.'1¢. 

0
C h,

5
J.,e4 ,,,c.,..p.. d:1v to a pre,idcntial i.:onfr~ncc that hL· h.id for .111 Pulrl';1ch )!rt,up. 1 ,q~ li~tL'lling ro the r;1dil1 . On t•nc 

~ ,ilic they mL'ntinned the dama)!C hcin~. Jone hy the )!tll'1Tilla, 10 Nicara)!ua . Then !hey ta_lkcd ahoti,! •· 
,.,£.t;d. V A....,LO""-.r =•<> · ,., ~ Salvador. and I thought wc"J have a hal;1ncetl ,q~>rtin)-! there. that they·d talk ahout what.the guc_rri ll·,\' 
~"frDt+- were doing in El Salvador. Rut no . They talked ahnut thL' atrocities of the gnvcmmcnr tn:,or~ And th:>1 

was one of the thin!!s the President covered at 1h1, PlllrL'ach )-!r<,up . nc'~- h;'l,·in)!' a hard time gc-tt ,q 
thniurh the media hlocks. this Chicken Little arpmach . ~-herL' wc·rc rnnning in cir~l~s;screamin)-! _ _.1nd 
)cllin)!. "The sky is falling ." I think the Prcsidcnl h;1, hct.:n q1tcd in a~ a leader for us. an~ at.thi·: t1 , 
it\ ur to him to take the moves as you said you admire him for . takini: these very mo-...cs . he ~hould tak, 

---L~'-'-'-'+u--o~ bG.l.ie.\£C...t.haw;....t.l:ie-.p;u:t .... f1.t:-1hc lc·1dc r. 1·1kin~hl' mo> 11c»· cmd--,,c~g...u.-l+.J.(..P.;if'P'¾,n< clo11 •'1 ' ~-:-
n1;1d ratht·r than to just waiting and letting th ings happen to u~. 

MacNEIL: Can I just ask you. do you agree with Admiral Tuml'r that the American military is VL'r, 

charry about getting out in front of public opinion in a ,ituatinn like this '? 

· Gen. MATAXIS: This has been noted in the ncwsrarcrs and so forth. They have talked and said thn 
doil't want to get out ahead of the public . But they ;ire talking through the National Security Council ar,1: 
sn forth. not something like I saw in the paper wherl' some ma_jors and colonels go in to the senator.- an, 

: rl'prescntatives· office and tell them they think this i, a had thin_l! . I personally think that's ahsnll'tc !•. 
' atrocious and horrihlc . 

1 MacNEIL:- bo vou have a tinal word. General Macaxis? . 

/ Gen. MATAXI~: Well. I think it is a dynamic new program. and I think that's what we need is sor:·, 
: action frm the President as a leader. As the Admiral mentioned. a lot of th is is economic aid. The 
! economic aid is to go to the population to try ;ind help them with the infr~tructure - build the 

infra.,tructure that they have. And one of the probkm\. lhat the Prc~ident mentioned the other dav . 01, 

Wednesday. that what he', trying to d1l i\ get a climate down there so democracv cJn tlouri~h . Th~v ·\e 
hJd JO r.:lcction in El S:ilvador. They havcn·c ·haJ 0ne in Ni..:aragua. and we .... ;J~( [O make ,ure char ¼ 
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. MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director 

THROUGH: C ~ John L. Hedges 

FROM: P - w. Scott Thompson 

SUBJECT: Tour of 

SUMMARY 

The Washington Foreign Press Center's OCtober 2-16 tour of Central 
America for 12 top foreign correspondents exceeded all expectations in 
influencing understanding of and reporting on U.S. policy in the region. 
Besides altering considerably the perceptions of the correspondents 
themselves, the program produced a still continuing stream of highly 
positive coverage and a new awareness of realities in the region. These 
will bring further benefits in the near and distant future. Close 
inter-Agency cooperation and coordination with field posts helped to 
assure the success of the project. 

BACKGROUND 

The Washington Foreign Press Center-conducted tour of Central America 
OCtober 2·-16 for twelve top foreign correspondents was eminently 
successful in dispelling doubt and skepticism about U.S. policies and 
motives in the region. 

. 
The tour was designed to address European public opinion, in particul ar, 
the erroneous impression that American policy 1) is misguided and its 
main focus is security rather than democracy, human rights and 
development; 2) is responsible for introducing East-West conflict into a 
purely regional matter; 3) is backing reactionary, non-democratic forces 
which do not represent the will of the people; and 4) that El Salvadoran 
guerrillas and Nicaragua's Sandinistas seek fundamental social changes, 
greater equality and social justice. 

-lJMTTED QjPICIMi USE 
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First conceived by P/F in August and closely coordinated with the Reich 
group at the State Department, the program gained converts to American 
policy and exposed media leaders to realities which have aided their 
understanding of a complex and troubled region. 

Program Preparation 

careful planning and the cooper~tion of field posts and others in 
Washington helped to assure the success of this program. P/F's early 
August cable outlining the proposal was warmly received by USIS posts in 
Central America, Europe and Japan. P/F drew up a list of preferred 
participants asking each post for its views. Judicious selection 
produced a group whose more liberal and critical members, i t was hoped, 
would be favorably influenced by the more moderate, conservative and 
better informed participants. The attached list of corre51X)ndents, their 
media organizations and their political inclinations gives a clearer idea 
of the mix achieved (Attachment A). 

P/F Director Frank Gomez made an advance trip to the area in early 
September to confer with PAOs, Chiefs of Mission and others on both 
substantive and logistical aspects of the program. Meanwhile, P/F 
contacted the correspondents, began securing visas and plane tickets and 
pinned down other details. 

In addition to providing abundant background materials, P/F scheduled 
pre-departure briefings for the group with Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense Nestor Sanchez, Ambassador Otto Reich and Deputy Assistant 
Secretary Craig Johnstone at State, and El Salvadoran Ambassador Ernesto 
Rivas-Gallont. The P/F staff also briefed participants on the itinerary, 
filing facilities, accorrmodations, transportation and other matters. 

Program Execution 

USIS-scheduled activities served three basic purposes: 1) to expose 
correspondents to U.S. policy in each country and the region: 2) to 
acquaint them first hand with the political, economic and sociat 
realities of each country: and 3) to give them access to t he full 
spectrum of _public opinion in order to assure U.S. credibility and 
objectivity. That each objective was fully met testifies to each post's 
planning ability, good judgment, political instincts, excellent working 
relationships with local officials and cooperation from other mission 
elements. Appointments included heads of government, foreign ministers, 
other senior officials, opposition party leaders, human rights and church 
representatives, ' the military, the media, the private sector and 
representatives of two major groups fighting the Sandinista government in 
Nicaragua. 
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cables on each leg of the trip were sent from the field. Among the 
highlights for each country were: 

Guatemala: The perception of the U.S. as the close ally of a 
military dictatorship and as the manipulator of all events in the country 
was shattered. Participants flew by plane and helicopter to 
Huehuetenango Department, the center of recent guerrilla activity, where 
the army swore in 4,000 armed rural Self-Defense Patrolmen, part of the 
government's highly successful ~~ans and Rifles" counter-insurgency 
effort. The display of affection between the military and the peasants 
left a deep and lasting impression on the correspondents. Head of 
Government Gen. Oscar Humberto Mejia Victores, who refuses to be called 
"president", echoed sentiments heard elsewhere about the determination of 
the Guatemalan people to find the path toward democratic government. 
Given steps he has taken thus far and the free, open debate on the future 
of the country, his remarks were very well received. 

Honduras: Rather than an armed camp controlled by the defense 
minister, as portrayed abroad, correspondents saw a country struggling to 
strengthen democratic institutions while at the same time resisting 
subversion and military threat from Nicaragua. Rather than a massive 
u.s. military build-up, they saw a relatively modest, well-intentioned 
and badly needed American assistance program in proportion with Honduran 
and El Salvadoran realities and the challenges in the region. 

El Salvador: Despite renewed death-squad activity (reported by the 
group), correspondents saw a country struggling to contain guerrilla 
warfare on the left and violent extremism on the right. They discovered 
a broadly-based desire to develop a democratic system and continue basic 
reforms. As elsewhere, they learned that the U.S. does not determine 
events but seeks to find a moderate, reformist alternative to extremism. 
In the San Vicente Re-Development Program, in agrarian reform and in 
institution building, the correspondents saw stories which much of the 
international press has ignored. 

Nicaragua: Having already heard much about Nicaragua, the group was 
prepared to believe the worst. And that is what they got, beginning with 
an hour-long airport search of their bags (the only one on the trip) and 
a GON-proposed program which they complained "was merely designed to keep 
us busy." A superb USIS-arranged schedule included a briefing by 
Ambassador Quainton and meetings with Archbishop Obando y Bravo, the head 
of the Human Rights Comnission, the Editor of "opposition" La Prensa and 
private sector leaders. A government-encouraged visit to see sabotaged 
oil tanks was poorly received. In short, the reporters left Managua 
embittered, disillusioned and highly critical of what they regard as a 
CUban-inspired Marxist-Leninist dictatorship bent on consolidating its 
power and subverting its neighbors. 

-UMI_TED_!)F-FICIA1'.. tJStr-' 



MMf"i'ED O~f!CIA1.i use-

- 4 -

Costa Rica: 'As only it can, democratic Costa Rica contrasted so 
greatly with Nicaragua that its psychological impact on the 
correspondents was greater than trip planners anticipated. A traditional 
home for exiles, Costa Rica supported the Sandinista revolution only to 
see it stolen by corrmunists. With their sovereignty violated frequently 
by Sandinista forces, Costa Ricans not only condemn the GON but are also 
strongly critical of Western democratic governments and the Socialist 
International for supporting a morally bankrupt Nicaraguan regime. They 
criticize Mexico for disregarding internal human conditions in the 
interest of preserving its freedom from soviet-a.than-Nicaraguan 
subversion. Correspondents heard views of highly credible Costa Ricans 
which largely echo official u.s. perceptions. A meeting with ARDE 
political director Alfonso Robelo helped to convince the group of 
weakening international support for the GON and the desirability of 
toppling the FSLN regime. 

Program Benefits 

As is evident from the foregoing, the tour significantly altered 
correspondent attitudes. This first-hand experience has already produced 
valuable, more positive coverage in numerous capitals and portends more 
accurate, balanced and favorable reporting for the long term. While al l 
the benefits may not be discernable now, we can point to several specific 
facts which illustrate the impact of the program on the correspondents: 

A. The tour produced new converts to U.S. policy in general. While 
some correspondents may question American tactics, they no longer 
question U.S. objectives. The U.S. economic, political and military 
presence is now viewed as reasonable and in the best interests of the 
region and t he western democracies. 

B. Correspondents gained a new understanding of the uniqueness of 
each country of the region and of the conplexities of the area itself. 
Consequently, they should be wary of generalizations. 

C. There is increased recognition that today's turmoil, while . 
growing out of centuries of injustice, is being exploited directly by 
Moscow and Havana, through Managua, to serve Soviet aims. 

D. Correspondents aCX}Uired an awareness of Mexico's pivotal role in 
the peaceful resolution of the conflicts. In the Contadora process and 
in its general approach to the region, they see Mexico as turning a blind 
eye to external subversion in an effort to assure its own freedom from 
Soviet or a.than-inspired trouble-making at home. There is new interest 
in exploring and reporting on the Mexican connection in the resolution of 
the conflicts, an interest which the Agency may wish to exploit in the 
near future. 

'-1.Hn.TED OF'F:IGIM,....,USE 
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E. Participants learned that, contrary to the popular image, the 
U.S. does not determine events in Central America but, rather, that it 
seeks democracy, development and the moderation of actions of the extreme 
right and the extreme left. 

F. 'lbe tour illustrated graphically the extent to which 
international coverage of the various countries has been incorrplete, 
biased, distorted and, at times1 inaccurate. As a result, they are now 
inclined not to accept news accounts at face value but rather to question 
and analyze what they hear about the region. They now have a frame of 
reference to interpret events. 

G. '!he visit gave both correspondents and the Foreign Press Center 
valuable contacts in the region which can be used to good advantage when 
these persons visit Washington or New York in the future. 

While these and other benefits are highly positive, they do not mean that 
negative or biased reporting will cease. Several participants, greatly 
irrpressed by what they saw, expressed concern about their ability to 
convince their editors and readers of the realities they observed. Also, 
the correspondents do not see any quick fix for the region. While they 
agree that the U.S. is well-intentioned and believe other democratic 
nations should assist in defending democracy, they also recognize the 
dangers of polarization within and among the countries. With renewed 
death squad activity and some public opposition to continuing land 
reform, the situation in El Salvador remains troubled indeed. And 
Nicaragua's internal crisis, they believe, is not likely to be resolved 
through negotiation. '!he correspondents foresee a civil war there, 
perhaps involving some of that country's neighbors. While they are 
generally sympathetic to U.S. motives and objectives, the journalists 
question some American tactics and want to know more about alleged covert 
assistance to anti-FSLN forces. 

Follow-Up and Momentum 

The Foreign Press Center, other Agency elements, field posts and the 
foreign affairs cornnunity in Washington must continue to work with and 
expand this core of informed, sympathetic interpreters of our policies 
and the realities of the region. Failure to carry out a well conceived, 
systematic and sustained follow-up effort will mean allowing tendentious, 
unfavorable reporting to weaken the positive inpressions developed 
recently. P/F will work closely with AR in coordinating future programs. 

In addition to a similar tour for television journalists and another 
print tour in the next few months, P/F plans to facilitate coverage of 
the Fourth Annual Conference on the Caribbean in Miami November 
30-December 2. A tour by journalists based in Europe is also 

,, 



- 6 -

contemplated. A request has been renewed for a special, classified 00D 
briefing on the Soviet-cuban-Nicaraguan arms build-up and support for 
external subversion. P/F will also arrange for foreign press 
participation in a Florida International University seminar on Central 
America for editors and journalists in February 1984. 

Conclusion 

The P/F-sponsored tour was remarkably successful in advancing u.s. 
foreign policy interests in Central America. Changed perceptions aioong 
key correspondents, we hope, will result in more positive attitudes on 
the part of publics and governments in Europe and Japan. These can 
contribute not only to greater support for U.S. policy in Central America 
but also reduce an irritant in European perceptions which helps to fuel 
opposition to INF deployment. 

The first foreign journalist tour ever conducted abroad, this program 
illustrates the potential value such efforts can have in addressing other 
foreign policy issues. Although the tour imposed great demands on 
already over-burdened posts, the relatively low financial cost and the 
great pay-off argue for more tours in the future. 
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MEDIA REACTION EXCERPTS 

Ennio Caretto, in •r.a Starnpa• (TUrin) -- (Reporting from Managua on •'lbe 
Difficult u.s. - Nicaragua Dialogue,•) •some wonder whether it was 
Reagan who caused this change with CIA covert activities, or whether this 
is the unavoidable product of the Marxism-Leninism of the Ortega 
brothers, of Borge and the other members of the Nicaragua politburo. But 
this is a sterile dispute. After the Pope's visit, whose portrait is now 
a sign of dissent, the regime is i n full involution ••• • 

Lars Hellberg, in "Aftenposten• (Oslo) -- (Under the heading, "TOugh 
Censorship, Tight Standardization· in Nicaragua") •TO all opposition 
groups which are still active, the uncertainty and the regime's 

· unpredictability are the worst ••• ('Ihose) in opposition try to conceal 
their fear of what tomorrow may bring. Today, however, the Sandinistas 
are facing a well articulated and - considering the circumstances -
vociferous opposition.• 

Lutz Krusche, in "Frankfurter Rundschau• (Frankfurt) - (Reporting from 
Managua) "Press Censorship is rigorous. Seven (formally independent) 
minor parties exist, but actually are under the tutelage of the 
omnipresent FSLN (Government party). Gross violations of human rights, 
including torture and vanishing of persons, are prevalent, Xavier Zavala, 
Chairman of the Nicaraguan Human Rights Conmission says ••• Archbishop 
Obando y Bravo complains that even sermons are subjected to censorship ••• 
(and that the Sandinistas try) 'to seize control of youth and, with the 
help of over 2,000 CUban teachers , to indoctrinate children and split 
families ••• •• 

Assorted conmentaries filed by the correspondents during the Central 
American trip included: 

Georg Possaner, in "Die Presse• (Vienna) -- (Reporting impressions of the 
Regional Military Center near Tru j illo, Honduras) "Lessons about human 
rights are also getting their fai r share. How to treat prisoners in 
compliance with the Law of war is being taught (to the Salvadoran and 
Honduran troops) the same way as how to treat the civilian population. A 
Salvadoran Colonel is the lecturer ••• • 

Bent Albrechtsen, in "Berlingske Tidenae• (Copenhagen) - (Analyz!ng 
Central American developnents) •Di plomatic, economic and military means 
are employed (by the U.S.) in order to influence developments. A closer 
analysis of motives can only lead to the conclusion that the sandinista 
takeover in Nicaragua and the fear that El Salvador shall go the same 
way, are the most inp:>rtant reasons for these measures ••• • 

Chr i stopher Thomas, in "The Times• (London) -- (Reporting on the "Beans 
and Rifles• program in Guatemala) "This correspondent witnessed a 
demonstration by as least 4,000 Indians in the mountains north of 
Huehuetenango to celebrate the first anniversary of the formation of 
local civil defense forces ••• • 
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SCHEDULE FOR VISITING FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS, 
COS TA RICA OCTOBER 1 4 - 16, 1 98 3 

r::·:--.: .c·ay, ·october 14 
,· 

:J935 

1000 

12 00 

i -WO 

j S 30 

1 93 0 

§_.::i tu r day, October 15 

10 00 

Arrival. Group's luggage will be 
brought directly t o Hotel Cariari. 

Interview with President Luis Alberto 
Monge, at his residence in Santa Ana. 

Working lunch wi th Carlos Manuel Cas­
tillo, Presid e n t of the Central Banr:, 
a nd Rodolf o ~; i]v c1 , Mi n is t er for 
External Debt Neg o tiations, VIP Room, 
Hotel Cari ar i . 

Inte rview wi t h Ra f ael Ang e l Calde ro n , 
head of UNIDAD oppo si t ion coa l it i o n, 
and Bernd Ni ehaus, former Foreign 
Minister, law office of Lie. Calderon. 

Brief i nq by Ambns s a d o r Wi n so r and 
p r inc i pal f.m b c1ss y officers, USIS 
I n fonn ,1 t.i nn ~;t' C-1 inn . 

Reception o ffe r ed by Ambass a dor Wi n s c r 
at his residen c e i n Escaz u. 

lJ1·<'ukf,,~ ;t 111c-r• I i11 , 1 w il:h /\Hl>f·: lr•o1 rl,: r :; , 
VJI' R oom, ll o t 0. I C',1 1· i ;i r ·i 

Jntcrvicw wi t l1 ll r . ~;i.l mu c l 
Dr. Rodol fo Ccrdas und 
VilJ.egas, of CI APA (Costa 
VIP Room, Hotel• Cariari. 

~;l (Jll C , 

L i e. ~a fael 
Rica n "think tan}:" ), 
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1200 
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1500 

Sunday, October 16 

0530 

2 

Working lunch with pr ivate sector 
leaders of CINDE (Coalicion Costa­
rricense de Iniciativas de Desa­
rrollo) . 

Meeting with Monsenor Roman Arrieta, 
Archbishop of San Jose and President 
of Central American Council of Bishops 
(SELAM), at his residence in San Anto­
nio de Belen. 

Meeting with Minister of Justice Carlos 
Jose Gutierrez, site to be determined. 

Pick-up for trip to airport 



- , 
PEACE· AND· FREEDOM· IN·LATIN·AMERICA 

STOP U.S. c:t -----------~ 
INTERVENTION 

IN 
CENTRAL AMERICA 

~ 
LONDON ~ 

ff1L,1f lef!:l' ~ 
NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION 
September 11th 
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In July the United States Government sent 2 fleets of warships to 
patrol the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of Nicaragua; the US also 
announced that it would hold joint military manoeuvres with the 
Honduran Army lasting six months along the Nicaraguan border. This is 
the first time that United States combat troops have been deployed in 
Central America during the present conflict. 

These moves are an open act of aggression against the Nicaraguan 
people. The Nicaraguan Government has reiterated its intention to seek 
a peaceful settlement, and has put forward a 6-point peace plan for 
discussion. 

Despite these conciliatory gestures, and diplomatic initiatives put 
forward by other Latin American Governments, the United States has 
continued its military escalation in Central America. The EEC Foreign 
Ministers have criticised the US actions, but in Britain, the Government 
continues to give its support to the Reagan Administration. 

STOP US INTERVENTION IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
END BRITAIN'S SUPPORT FOR US AGGRESSION 

No Intervention in Central America (NICA), a co-ordinating body of 
organisations concerned about the threat to peace in the region has 
organised a series of activities for August and September: 

August 5th: Start of a vigil outside the US Embassy in London. The 
vigil will continue until September 11th. Trade unions, CND groups, 
Church groups, women's groups, etc. are invited to get involved. 

Vigil: 9.00am-7.30pm (initially) 
US Embassy, Grosvenor Square, London W1. 
Contact: Silvia Beales, 01-226 6747. 

August 12th: Day of Action against Intervention (300 volunteers 
needed). Signatures will be collected all day for a petition to the 
Government calling for an end to intervention. (These petitions will 
continue to be circulated throughout August, and will be delivered on 
September 12.) A delegation will visit the Foreign Office and the US 
Embassy. Contact: CARI LA, 01-359 2270. 

September 11: National Demonstration for Peace and Freedom in Latin 
America. 

Assemble 12.30 at Clerkenwell Green, London EC 1. 
Contact: Chile Solidarity Campaign, 01-272 4298. 

For further details of all events, and local contacts, write/phone: NICA, 
c/o Compton Terrace, London N1. 01 -226 6747. 

Designed and printed by Blackrose Press 01-251-3043 



Mr. James E. Andrews 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 16, 1983 

Mr. William P. Thompson, 
Interim Co-Stated Clerks 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.) 
341 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30365 

Dear Sirs: 

This is in response to your thoughtful letter to 
the President of August 18, 1983. 

Pursuant to your suggestion, we have circulated your 
policy statement on Central America to the members of the 
White House Outreach Working Group on Central America. 
The Working Group inc~udes policy staff from all the major 
departments and agencies concerned with Central America. 

The statement is very interesting and remarkably 
consistent. Perhaps because I went more than forty years 
without knowing a Presbyterian adhering to this viewpoint 
with such purity, I found the document particularly illumina­
ting. 

Thank you for providing us with these views. 

Sincerely, 

,, ~;1~-; , - ';.)/ 1· 1/ 
1) I ( , 1 l-J1 '-l , / / -. "C," L <. C:-, 'i 
Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 



Mr. James E. Andrews 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 16, 1983 

Mr. William P. Thompson, 
Interim Co-Stated Clerks 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.) 
341 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30365 

Dear Sirs: 

This is in response to your thoughtful letter to 
the President of August 18, 1983. 

Pursuant to your suggestion, we have circulated your 
policy statement on Central America to the members of the 
White House Outreach Working Group on Central America. 
The Working Group includes policy staff from all the major 
departments and agencies concerned with Central America. 

The statement is very interesting and remarkably 
consistent. Perhaps because I went more than forty years 
without knowing a Presbyterian adhering to this vi ewpoint 
with such purity, I found the document particularly illumina­
ting. 

Thank you for providing us with these views. 

Sincerely, 

/) 11 --y /--' -' ) '/ , 
, ; , , c, 7-..r> '-l - - ;, -. L Lc<-_ r:::--~ 
Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the Pr es i dent 
for Public Liaison 



Max Hugel Enterprises, Inc. 
1730 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

---------- Suite 1125 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

(202) 429-1984 Telex 90-4175 

Ms. Faith Ryan Whittlesey 
Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Faith: 

December 6, 1983 DEC 7 - 198: 

I very much appreciate your kind letter inviting me to 
speak to the White House Outreach Working Group on the subject of 
Central America. I would be very please to speak on any Wednesday 
in February. Please call my office to let my secretar y know the 
Wednesday you have decided on. 

Best personal regards, 



Dear Max: 

THE WHITE HOU-SE" 

WASH IN GTON 

December 1, 1983 

.·. -
The President sent me a copy of your thoughtful letter to 
him and your hard-hitting speech on Central America. Bill 
Casey has spoken of you to me on several occasions and, of 
course, I remember meeting you before I went out as 
Ambassador to Switzerland. 

Please keep s peaking out on t hi s topic. We know your views 
will be persuasive to many key Americans. 

I h a v e sent a copy of your letter and speech to Dolf Droge, 
who is in charge of our Speakers Bureau for the White House 
Outreach Working Group on Central America. By the way, I 
am so pleased that you are a member of that group. 

I hope that we will be able to schedule you as a speaker for 
one of our Wednesday meetings. I believe your message on 
t he Soviet global strategy particularly as it relates to 
their interest in Central and South America is a very 
important one. Please let me know if you would be able to 
speak some Wednesday in January or February of 1984. 

Mr. Max Hugel 

Faith Ry an Whittlesey, 
Assistant to t he President 
for Public Liaison 

MAX HUGEL ENTERPRISES, INC. 
Suite #1125 
1730 Pennsy lvania Avenue, N.W. 
Wa shington, D.C. 20006 

1 

J 



J; 

July 13, 1983 

Dear ax: 

It was good to see you t that recent 
luncheon. I very grateful to you 
for outlining your thoughts on ways t.o 
develop broa -based awareness of the 
great issues at stake in the Central 
American struggle. '?he speech rou en-
clo 1& real winner! 

I'm taking the liberty of ending 
along copies of your letter and speech 
to Faith Whittlesey, who heads a special 
bite Rous Task Force on central A.-:terica 

and to Ambassador-Designate Otto Reich. 

Kr. MAX l:lugel 
Suite 1125 

Sine rely, 

r ALO R 

1730 Pennsylv nia ~enue, N •• 
·ashington, o.c. 20500 

cc RR lett--er-pl copies of incmg to 
Faith Whittlesey, 
--. ---

WHcc Ambassador-Designate Otto J. Reich. 

RR/PN/RCH/AVH/cm--
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Max Hugel Enterprises, Inc. 
1730 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Suite 1125 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

(202) 429-1984 Telex 90-4175 

June 30, 1983 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.c. · 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

It was truly a pleasure to see and lunch with you last Friday. 
As you may recall, I served as your National Director of Voters Groups, 
and served for a period at the CIA under Bill Casey, my last post being 
Deputy Director of Operations. It was a privilege to make such a 
contribution to the nation. 

In our luncheon discussion, we spoke about the El Salvador 
situation, and it was agreed that our main problem is in communicating 
to the American people the danger poseci by the situation there to the 
western hemisphere goal of free government for all the people of that 
area. 

It seems to me that we are offering explanations for our role 
there, concentrating solely on Central America, without setting that 
situation against the backdrop of Soviet global strategy .•• strategy 
consistent with goals they have sought for many years. By generating or 
supporting wars of national liberation •.. by trc:.ining and arming 
Marxist guerillas • . • particularly in those nations which can be 
considered strategic choke points •.• they seek to be in a position to 
cut off the many strategic raw materials upon which the U.S. and our 
allies have become dependent in recent years. 

Success for them in Central America will certainly lead to 
destabilization of Mexico, creating an Iran-like situation in that vital 
nation. In case of such a success, they will have disrupted our Mexican 
oil supply, would generate millions of Mexican refugees and create a 
series.of border problems for us that would make existing difficulties 
seem mild by comparison. We wou]d, of course, be compelled to turn our 
attention there, diverting our energies and resources from other, vital 
areas of the world, such as the Middle East. The Soviets would then 
have a free hand there. 

Further, strategically placed Marxist regimes could make it 
difficult if not impossible for strategic raw materials to reach the 
U.S. in case of any emergency. Denying us the security of such 
supplies, while creating chaos around the Panama Canal, while disrupting 
any menacing other Latin American raw materials routes would create a 
situation tailor made for Soviet advantage, strategically and 
politically. 
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President Ronald Reagan 
June 30, 1983 
Page Two 

By bringing in, again and again, the Cuban presence, Cuban 
ties, Soviet contributions, Soviet plans and Soviet geopolitical goals 

all aimed at destablizing the U.S. itself, we would bring home to 
the mass of American citizens what the stakes really are ••• what our 
enemies really seek. In this manner, it would make it that much more 
difficult for well-meaning but wrong-headed citizens and political 
figures to cast doubts upon the Administration's policies and 
undertakings. I have faith that the people of this country, approached 
in just such a manner, would draw the appropriate conclusions, and back 
the policies you have thus far advanced with both courage and foresight. 
Once they rea 1 i ze the peri 1 these events pose in a p 1 ace they cio not 
presently associate with their own personal self interest, they wi11 
increasingly sympathize and support your policies and initiatives. Once 
they associate the Soviets and their Cuban surrogates with the Central 
American situation, your task will be made easier. 

I have made these points in several speeches around the 
country, one of which I am enclosing herewith. Again, Mr. President, it 
was gratifying and most enjoyable to meet with you again. As always, I 
am ready to serve in any capacity if you feel that I can be of service. 

Sincerely, 

~.fr 
Enclosure 
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I VERY MUCH APPRECIATE YOUR INVITATION ASKING ME TO SPEAK TO YOU 

TONIGHT. MY CHOICE OF SUBJECTS DEALS WITH AN ISSUE OF PARAMOUNT 

IMPORTANCE TO OUR NATIONAL INTEREST: CENTRAL AMERICA AND MARXIST 

REVOLUTION. RECENT ACTIVITY IN NICARAGUA AND EL SALVADOR HAS COMMAND­

ED SO MUCH MEDIA ATTENTION THAT I WOULD LIKE TO COMMENT ON A NUMBER OF 

QUESTIONS ARISING FROM THAT UNFOLDING SITUATION. WHAT IS REALLY 

HAPPENING IN BOTH COUNTRIES AND WHERE DO CUBA AND RUSSIA FIT IN? 

AS A FORMER MEMBER OF THE CIA, NOTHING SAID HERE TO NIGHT WILL BE 

CLASSIFIED OR CONSTITUTE ANY REVELATION ABOUT MY FORMER JOB. RATHER, 

IT WILL REFLECT . ON MY CONCERN OVER THE TURMOIL AND UNREST NOW 

BESETTING CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN BASIN, AND MY ONGOING 

INTEREST IN SOVIET INTENTIONS AND MODES OF OPERATION THROUGHOUT THE 

WORLD. 

BEFORE I GET INTO MY MAIN TOPIC, NAMELY CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA 

AND THE CARIBBEAN BASIN, I WOULD LIKE TO BRIEFLY GIVE YOU A GLOBAL 

SUMMARY OF COMMUNIST ENCROACHMENTS AROUND THE WORLD. 

THE SOVIET GLOBAL PLAN IS PLAIN AND SIMPLE -- TO MAKE THE WORLD A 

COMMUNI~T ATHEIST SOCIETY UNDER THEIR RULE -- THE FINAL STEP IS UNDER 

WAY, NAMELY, TO SUBVERT THE U.S. I~TO SUBMISSION. 

THEY HAVE SYSTEMATICALLY PLANNED OUR DESTRUCTION NOT THROUGH 

NUCLEAR OR CONVENTIONAL WAR, BUT BY TAKING OVER STRATEGIC AREAS 

THROUGH NATIONAL WARS OF LIBERATION. THESE ARE DESIGNED TO CHOKE OFF 
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OUR ACCESS TO STRATEGIC MATERIALS, ANO THEN TO BLACKMAIL US INTO 

SUBMISSION. 

WHAT ABOUT THESE CURRENT, SERIOUS THREATS TO AMERICA'S NATIONAL 

SECURITY NOW TAKING PLACE IN CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN BASIN? 

ARE THEY REAL OR IMAGINARY? 

YOU HAVE BEEN READING AND LISTENING TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN TRYING 

TO CONVINCE YOU THAT OUR ACTIONS CAN LEAD TO ANOTHER VIETNAM: THAT 

THOSE WE ARE HELPING ARE ONLY RIGHT-WING REACTIONARIES WHO ARE KILLING 

AND HAVE KILLED MANY INNOCENT P'EOPLE. SUCH CRIES COME FROM MANY 

FAMILIAR QUARTERS. FROM UNSYMPATHETIC MEDIA. FROM CERTAIN GROUPS IN 

THE U.S., INCLUDING THE VERY POLITICAL ARMS OF SOME FEW RELIGIOUS 

BODIES WHO FEEL THEIR MINISTRY MUST INCLUDE POLITICAL ACTION BEYOND 

OUR BORDERS. 

THESE SOURCES ARE INDEE VERY FORMIDABLE. I AM NOT INFERRING 

THAT THEY ARE ALL DISLOYAL. THEY MAKE A FEW CRUCIAL POINTS. WE CAN 

ALL BE PROUD THAT IN THE U.S. WE MAINTAIN OPEN FORUMS WHERE EVERYONE 

CAN SPEAK OUT AND BE HEARD. SUCH DIALOGUE IS BOTH HEALTHY AND IMPOR­

TANT IN SHAPING OUR POLICIES AND MUTUAL DESTINY. BUT WE ALSO HAVE TO 

FEAR THE OTHER SIDE. 

IT IS ALSO VITAL TO UNDERSTAND OUR RISKS, WHAT IS HAPPENING AND 

WHY. WE MUST ENSURE THAT OUR ESSENTIAL NATIONAL POLICY IS NOT SHAPED 

BY TINY BUT ACTIVE · INTEREST GROUPS WHO HAPPEN TO SHOUT LOUDEST AND 
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THAT WANT YOU TO BELIEVE THAT RUSSIA AND CUBA'S COMMUNIST REGIMES ARE 

MERELY AGRARIAN REFORMERS THAT WE CAN COEXIST WITH THE COMMUNIST. 

WHAT ARE THE PROBLEMS? THE SOVIET UNION, THROUGH SATELLITE 

COUNTRIES, MAINLY CUBA AND LIBYA, IS WORKING HARD TO DISRUPT AN AREA 

LOCATED NEXT DOOR TO US. THEIR GOAL IS TO REPLACE GOVERNMENTS EITHER 

NEUTRAL OR FRIENDLY TO THE U.S. WITH ANTI-U.S., MARXIST-ORIENTED RE­

GIMES. CAN WE ALLOW THAT TO HAPPEN? THIS IS NOT VIETNAM. THIS IS 

CENTRAL AMERICA. IT IS OUR BACK YARD. THESE ARE OUR VITAL NATIONAL 

INTERESTS. 

WHY IS GUERRILLA WARFARE SO ATTRACTIVE TO COUNTRIES LIKE RUSSIA 

AND CUBA? AS AN INSTRUMENT OF FOREIGN POLICY THIS TYPE OF WARFARE 

CONTAINS LITTLE OR NO DANGER OF ESCALATION. THE COSTS ARE FAR LESS 

THAN CONVENTIONAL WAR AND THE PARTICIPANTS ARE USUALLY SURROGATES. 

THE SOVIETS CALL THESE, "WARS OF NATIONAL LIBERATION", AND THEY ARE 

AFLAME IN COUNTRIES LIKE PERU, COLUMBIA, BOLIVIA, VENEZUELA, EL 

SALVADOR, AND GUATEMALA, TO NAME A FEW IN THIS HEMISPHERE. MEXICO AND 

PANAMA ARE BEING AGITATED. NONE TRULY ENVISION A BETTER LIFE FOR THE 

HAVE-NOTS OF THOSE COUNTRIES. RATHER, THEY SEEK TO PUT IN POWER 

COMMUNIST DICTATORSHIPS. 

WHY THE SUDDEN FOCUS ON THIS AREA? SUCCESS IN THE COUNTRIES I 

HAVE NAMED WOULD PLACE CUBA IN DE FACTO CONTROL OF BOTH THE PANAMA 

CANAL AND VENEZUELAN AND MEXICAN OIL. THEY WOULD HAVE THE EFFECT OF 

MAKING THE CARIBBEAN A CUBAN LAKE. THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF THIS 
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AREA IS THAT TWO-THIRDS OF ALL OUR FOREIGN TRADE AND PETROLEUM PASS 

THROUGH THE PANAMA CANAL AND THE CARIBBEAN. IN A EUROPEAN CRISIS, 

HALF OUR SUPPLIES FOR NATO WOULD PASS THROUGH THESE AREAS BY SEA. 

IF YOU BELIEVE THAT WARS OF NATURAL LIBERATION JUST HAPPEN, LET 

ME TELL YOU WHAT HAPPENED IN EL SALVADOR! FIRST THERE WAS AN ELEMENT 

OF ITS POPULATION SEEKING CHANGE AND VERY WILLING TO TAKE VIOLENT 

ACTION AGAINST THE EXISTING GOVERNMENT. IN 1978, WHEN THIS BEGAN, 

THERE WERE ABOUT 1,000 ACTIVE GUERRILLA/TERRORISTS IN VARIOUS SPLINTER 

GROUPS. IT WASN'T UNTIL EARLY 1980 THAT THE FOUR MAIN GUERRILLA 

GROUPS - FARN, THE POPULAR REVOLUTIONARY FORCES, THE PEOPLES REVOLU­

TIONARY ARM, AND THE CPES- AGREED TO FORM AN UMBRELLA GROUP, THE 

REVOLUTIONARY MILITARY COORDINATING COMMITTEE. 

ORIG !NALLY, CUBAN INTEL LI GEN CE WAS ABLE TO IDENTIFY, EVALUATE, 

AND RECRUIT ENOUGH ASSETS TO FORM A REVOLUTIONARY CADRE. DURING 1978 

AND 1979 THIS CADRE WAS TRAINED IN CUBA AND VARIOUS EASTERN BLOC 

COUNTRIES. HOW THIS CADRE WAS TRANSPORTED TO CUBA IS INTRIGUING. A 

REASON TO TRAVEL TO PARIS WAS FABRICATED. SECOND, WHEN THE BUDDING 

REVOLUTIONARY ARRIVED IN PARIS HE WOULD BE MET BY CUBAN INTELLIGENCE 

AND PROIJ.IDED WITH FALSE TRAVEL DOCUMENTS IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS REAL 

PASSPORT. TRAVEL WOULD THEN BE BY AIR TO AN EASTERN BLOC CAPITAL, 

THEN BY SOVIET AEROFLOT TO HAVANA. 

AFTER A SIX OR SEVEN MONTH TRAINING PERIOD, THE NOW HARD CORE 

CADRE MEMBER WOULD RETRACE THE ROUTE JUST DESCRIBED, AND BEGIN THE 
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BASIC CHORE OF THE REVOLUTION, ORGANIZING THE EFFORT. THROUGHOUT 1978 

AND 1979 ARMS AND AMMUNITION WERE CACHED. A COMMAND STRUCTURE WAS 

ESTABLISHED AND LOCATED IN NICARAGUA ALONG WITH A RADIO STATION CALLED 
11 VENCEREMOS 11

• AN EVEN GREATER TASK WAS TO ORGANIZE CIVILIAN SUPPORT 

FOR SUCH ACTIVITIES AS SECURITY AND WARNING, LOGISTICS, AND MEDICAL 

SERVICES. OPERATIONS DURING 1978 AND 1979 WERE DESIGNED TO CAUSE THE 

GOVERNMENT TO OVER-REACT, AND THROUGH OVER-REACTION TO SHOW THAT 

GOVERNMENT HAD LOST CONTROL. OVER-REACTING WAS EASY FOR THE NERVOUS 

MILITARY JUNTA IN EL SALVADOR. 

EVERYTHING WAS READY BY 1980. BY A CURIOUS COINCIDENCE, CUBA 

OPENED ITS PORT OF MARIEL TO ALL WHO WANTED TO LEAVE. AMERICAN ATTEN­

TION WAS CENTERED ON AN INFLUX OF SOME 125,000 CUBANS IN THE SPRING OF 

1980. WHILE OUR ATTENTION DIVERTED, THE GUERRILLAS STRUCK IN EL 

SALVADOR. OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS, THEY CAUSED OVER $600 MILLION IN 

DAMAGE TO FARMS, FACTORIES, AND UTILITIES. 

OPERATIONS ARE NOW DESIGNED TO GAIN CONTROL OVER SPECIFIC AREAS 

OF THAT COUNTRY. FORTUNATELY THE FARABUNDO MARTI NATIONAL LIBERATION 

FRONT (LEFTIST GUERRILLAS) HAVE RECENTLY HAD AN INTERNAL DISPUTE WHICH 

LEFT TWO .OF ITS KEY LEADERS DEAD. 

CAN THIS GUERRILLA EFFORT BE DEFEATED? YES, AND A SUBSTANTIAL 

P~RT OF THAT ANSWER MAY BE FOUND IN NICARAGUA. 
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LEST ANY OF US THINK THAT THE REVOLUTION IN NICARAGUA BENEFITTED 

THE ORDINARY PEOPLE OF THAT POOR COUNTRY, REMEMBER THE ACTION OF THE 

FORMER NICARAGUAN AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES. AMBASSADOR 

FRANCISCO FIALLOS NAVARRO HAD BEEN A FIRM SANDINISTA AND SUPPORTER OF 

THEIR REVOLUTION. HE FINALLY RESIGNED IN PROTEST AT THE WAY IN WHICH 

DEMOCRATIC VALUES FOR WHICH HE FOUGHT IN NICARAGUA HAD BEEN TOTALLY 

AND RUTHLESSLY STRIPPED AWAY BY THE MARXIST RADICALS NOW IN POWER. HE 

CANNOT RETURN TO HIS OWN COUNTRY, EXCEPT TO FACE DEATH OR IMPRISON­

MENT. HE KNOWS OF THE EXTENT OF SOVIET AND CUBAN INVOLVEMENT IN HIS 

COUNTRY, AND IS AWARE NICARAGUA IS NOW MUCH LESS FREE THAN BEFORE THAT 

SO-CALLED REVOLUTION TO FREE ITS PEOPLE. 

IN 1979, THE SANDINISTAS OVERTHREW THE SOMOZAN GOVERNMENT. THE 

HISTORY OF THE MOVEMENT SHOWS THAT ITS FOUNDER, CARLOS FONSECA AMADOR, 

HAS TRAINED AT FRIENDSHIP UNIVERSITY IN MOSCOW. ACCORDING TO WHAT 

CUBANS TOLD THE PRESENT LEADER, THOMAS BORGE MARTINEZ, THE ORIGINAL 

SANDINISTAS WERE THE FIRST LATIN AMERICAN GROUP TC RECEIVE MILITARY 

TRAINING IN CUBA. BORGE, INCIDENTALLY, WAS CAPTURED BY THE SOMOZA 

FORCES. IT IS HIS TESTIMONY THAT REVEALS CUBA'S FULL INVOLVEMENT. IN 

1978, CUBAN MATERIAL SUPPORT INCREASED, WITH AT LEAST TWO SHIPMENTS OF 

ARMS ROUrED THROUGH PANAMA. A LATER SHIPMENT INCLUDED AK-47 RIFLES, 

SO. CALIBER MACHINEGUNS AND MORTARS. IN APRIL, 1979, THE GENERAL 

STAFF OF THE SANDINISTAS ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 300 OF ITS COMBATANTS HAD 

RECEIVED TRAINING IN CUBA. 
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THERE ARE NOW OVER 8,000 CUBAN ADVISORS IN NICARAGUA. OF THIS 

NUMBER, APPROXIMATELY 3500 ARE MILITARY AND SECURITY SPECIALISTS. 

CUBAN PERSONNEL HAVE ASSUMED CONTROL OF ALL NICARAGUAN MILITARY 

INTELLIGENCE POSITIONS OF IMPORTANCE. IN LATE MARCH, 1980, A 

SANDINISTA DELEGATION TO MOSCOW MET WITH SOVIET LEADERS A.P. KIRILENKO 

AND BORIS N. PONOMAREV. THIS LED TO SIGNING OF THE SOVIET-NICARAGUAN 

NON-AGGRESSION PACT THAT REQUIRED, AMONG OTHER THINGS, STATIONING OF 

300 SOVIET AGENTS IN THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN MANAGUA. 

BUT SOMETHING WENT WRONG. 

THE PEOPLE OF NICARAGUA ARE NOT SATISFIED WITH THE WAY THINGS ARE 

GOING. ONE OF JACK ANDERSON'S REPORTERS RECENTLY TRAVELED WITH A 

GUERRILLA BAND INTO NORTHERN NICARAGUA. IN ANDERSON'S COLUMN ON 8 MAY 

HE WROTE, 11 IT QUICKLY BECAME OBVIOUS THAT THE GUERRILLAS HAD THE 

SUPPORT OF THE POPULACE. THEY WERE FED AND PROTECTED BY LOCAL PEAS­

ANTS AT EVERY STEP. TRAVELING ON FOOT, AND ONLY AT NIGHT, TO AVOID 

DETECTION BY GOVERNMENT TROOPS, THE GUERRILLAS SPENT THE DAYS HIDING 

OUT IN SAFE HOUSES, OFTEN WITHIN SHOUTING DISTANCE OF GOVERNMENT-HELD 

TOWNS. IF THE PEASANTS HAD WANTED TO BETRAY THEM, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN 

A SIMPLE• MATTER TO TIP OFF THE SANDINISTA MILITIA TO THEIR HIDING 

PLACES." 

THE STORY OF OUR OWN INVOLVEMENT BEGAN WITH A NATIONAL SECURITY 

COUNCIL MEETING IN NOVEMBER, 1981, WHERE IT WAS DECIDED TO TRAIN A 

GROUP OF 500 GUERRILLAS IN AN ATTEMPT TO STOP THE ARMS FLOW FROM 
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NICARAGUA INTO EL SALVADOR. THIS INCIDENTALLY INCLUDED U.S. M-16 

RIFLES LAST SEEN IN VIETNAM. HAS THIS EFFORT BEEN SUCCESSFUL? 

YES, BOTH IN STOPPING THE ARMS FLOW AND RECRUITS FOR THE PROGRAM. 

WHEN WE WERE WILLING TO TRAIN 500, OVER 7 ,000 MEN TOOK UP ARMS AND 

WERE READY TO CONDUCT A GUERRILLA CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE SANDINISTAS. 

THIS IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE NICARAGUA IS THE MAIN SUPPORT BASE FOR THE 

ENTIRE SUBVERSIVE EFFORT IN EL SALVADOR. MONITORED RADIO TRAFFIC 

BETWEEN GUERRILLAS IN EL SALVADOR AND A RADIO IN NICARAGUA REVEAL THAT 

ALL SUPPLY REQUESTS ARE SENT BY RADIO TO NICARAGUA. NICARAGUAN EXILE 

SOURCES ESTIMATED THAT IF MEN AND ARMS GOING INTO EL SALVADOR FROM 

NICARAGUA COULD BE CUT OFF, FIGHTING WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE AFTER MONTH 

WITHOUT SUPPLIES. THOSE LIBYAN PLANES STOPPED IN BRAZIL WERE CARRYING 

SUCH SUPPLIES. 

DOES IT SE-EM STRANGE THAT THE KEY TO MILITARY ACTION IN EL 

SALVADOR RESTS WITH GUERRILLA SUPPORT ACTIVITY IN NICARAGUA? DOES IT 

SEEM ODD THAT ONCE CONTRA-GUERRILLA ACTIVITY BEGAN IN NICARAGUA, CUBAN 

ADVISORS WERE WITHDRAWN FROM EL SALVADOR? THE TRUE NATURE OF THE 

GUERRILLA WAR IN NICARAGUA IS BEST EXPRESSED BY PEOPLE INTERVIEWED AND 

QUOTED rn THE ANDERSON COLUMN: "WE DON I T WANT TO FIGHT OUR NICARAGUAN 

BROTHERS," THEY SAID. THE ONES .THEY'RE AFTER ARE THE SANDINISTA 

LEADERS AND THEIR CUBAN, EAST GERMAN, BULGARIAN AND OTHER FOREIGN 

ADVISERS. 

LET'S FOCUS NOW ON THE CUBANS. 
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BY 1978, CUBA ZEROED IN ON CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN BA­

SIN-AS PART OF AN OVERALL SOVIET STRATEGY OF REVOLUTION. SOVIET ARMS 

DELIVERIES TO CUBA IN 1981 WERE 66,000 TONS AND HAVE CONTINUED AT THE 

SAME PACE EACH YEAR SINCE. IN MONETARY FIGURES THE AID IS ABOUT $4 

BILLION PER YEAR, OR OVER HALF THE USSR 1 S GLOBAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM. 

NO STATE IN THE HEMISPHERE IS IMMUNE FROM SUBVERSION AND ATTEMPT­

ED REVOLUTION. CASTRO FOLLOWS A 11 HIGH-LOW 11 TRACK. HE IS TALKING TO 

GOVERNMENTS AND TO REVOLUTIONARIES IN THE SAME COUNTRY. 

MORE OMINOUIS IS THE GROWING ALLIANCE BETWEEN CUBA AND LATIN 

AMERICAN DRUG GROWERS AND PROCESSORS. TO HELP SUPPORT THE NEXT 

REVOLUTION IN BOLIVIA AND COLUMBIA, ARMS MAY BE PURCHASED BY DRUG 

DEALERS IN EXCHANGE FOR ASSISTANCE IN GETTING DRUGS TO MARKETS IN THE 

STATES. VICE-PRESIDENT BUSH, IN THE MAY 10 ISSUE OF THE WASHINGTON 

POST, COVERED THE INVOLVEMENT OF CUBA MORE SPECIFICALLY. 

THE SOVIET STRATEGY OF REVOLUTION, CONDUCTED IN THIS HEMISPHERE 

BY THE CUBANS IS A REALISTIC ONE AND SHOULD BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY BY THE 

THIS COlJ.NTRY. THEIR GOAL? WESTERN ACCESS TO VITALLY NECESSARY 

NATURAL RESOURCES WILL BE DENIED " BY THE VICTORY OR OPERATIONS OF 

TERRORIST MOVEMENTS, INSURGENCIES, AND THEIR POLITICAL SUPPORTERS, 

WE ARE FACED WITH A CHOICE. WE CAN DO NOTHING AND BE BLACKMAILED INTO 

SUBMISSION OR WE CAN TAKE COUNTER-MEASURES AGAINST THIS STRATEGY OF 

REVOLUTION AND KEEP OUR COUNTRY STRONG. 
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ONE NECESSARY INGREDIENT OF THESE COUNTER-MEASURES IS OUR CA­

PABILITY TO CONDUCT COVERT ACTION. MUCH OF WHAT WE'VE SAID TODAY 

REVOLVES AROUND COVERT ACTION AS A MEANS TO STOP A HOSTILE COUNTRY 1 S 

DIRECTION AND SUPPLY OF A GUERRILLA WAR IN EL SALVADOR. CUBA CAN BE 

STOPPED. NICARAGUA CAN BE STOPPED. EL SALVADOR CAN BE SAVED AND 

OTHER COUNTRIES NOW UNDER COMMUNIST CONTROL CAN BE REVERSED. BUT WHAT 
I 

CAN BE SAID ABOUT THIS TYPE OF ACTION IN THE FUTURE? WE CAN HAVE SUCH 

A VALUABLE TOOL TO USE IF THREE CONDITIONS ARE MET. 

FIRST, COVERT ACTION MUST BE PART OF AN OVERALL POLICY SET BY THE 

PRESIDENT. IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN A QUICK FIX OR SOMETHING TO BE THRO~JN 

INTO THE BREACH IN AN EMERGENCY. 

SECOND, COVERT ACTION MUST INVOLVE ALL RELEVANT PARTS OF THE 

GOVERNMENT. THIS REQUIRES OVERALL DIRECTION AND GOVERNMENT WIDE 

COORDINATION. THE ALTERNATIVE IS BUREAUCRATIC HAGGLING, AS WAS SEEN 

IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE ANGOLAN AND CHILEAN SITUATIONS IN THE EARLY 

1970 1 S. 

THIRD, THt PRESIDENT HAS RESPONSIBILITY FOR BUILDING SUPPORT FOR 

HIS FORElGN POLICY GOALS. CONSENSUS ON GOALS WOULD OBV !ATE MANY OF 

THE CONGRESSIONAL BATTLES WE SEE TODAY. 

WE HAVE NO CHOICE IN TODAY'S WORLD. WE IGNORE COVERT ACTION AND 

SUDDENLY DISCOVER WE HAVE TO SEND IN THE MARINES. IF WE HESITATE TO 

SEND IN THE MARINES WE WILL SEE THE CARIBBEAN A CUBAN LAKE AND THE 
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U.S. IN MORTAL DANGER. COVERT ACTION HOWEVER, WHEN USED AS PART OF AN 

OVER-ALL ORCHESTRATED EFFORT, CAN HELP THIS COUNTRY FIGHT THAT SOVIET 

STRATEGY OF REVOLUTION WITHOUT GREAT EXPENSE, WITH LITTLE OR NO CHANCE 

OF ESCALATION, AND HELP PROTECT THE WATERWAYS AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

THAT GIVE YOU AND ALL FREE PEOPLE THEIR WAY OF LIFL 

IF WE FAIL TO TAKE ACTION, I FEEL WE CAN BE ISOLATED OR CHOKED 

OFF IN 1 TO 5 YEARS. ONLY YOU CAN MAKE SOMETHING HAPPEN TO CHANGE 

THIS, ONLY YOU CAN DEMAND WE DO SOMETHING BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE. 

LET US REMEMBER THE CONSEQUENCES OF NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN I S AP­

PEASEMENT OF ADOLF HITLER. 50 MILLION PEOPLE DIED BECAUSE THE WORLDS' 

DEMOCRACIES LACKED THE WILL TO STOP HIM EARLY ON. SANTAYANA HAS SAID 

THAT THOSE WHO DO NOT LEARN FROM THE MISTAKES OF THE PAST ARE DOOMED 

TO REPEAT THEM. KEEP THAT IN MIND. 

THANK YOU AND GOODNIGHT. 
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