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The Dark at the End of the Tunnel -- VVA in Hanoi, One Year After 

by 

Dan Cragg 

'Ibis December 19th marks the anniversary of the Vietnam Veterans of America's 

first controversial trip to Hanoi. Now, at long last, a documentary film of this first 

trip has been released. La.st November 1st it was shown on Maryland Public Television 

stations in Baltimore, Annapolis, 8a.lisbury, Hagerstown, and Frederick. Entitled 

"Going Back: Return to Vietnam," and distributed by the Public Broadcasting System's 

affiliate station KCET, the fifty-minute film was produced by Virginia Production. 

The controversial wreath-laying at Ho Chi Minh' s 'l'omb is not shown, but hardly are 

we spared anything else from VVA's six-day adulation fest of communist Vietnam. 

Much of the film's dialogue involves discussions about how badly we treated the 

communists during the war and how desperately they need and deserve U. S. aid to make 

up for it now. Yet two of the major issues the VV A said the trip was undertaken to 

explore, Agent Orange and the question of our missing in action, ._a.re only lightly touched 

upon. 

At the very end of the film Mr. Muller announces he will help Hanoi get U. s. 

foreign aid by using the VV A to make a direct appeal to this country's Vietnam veterans 

to pressure the U. S. government into recognizing communist Vietnam. This is nothing 

more than the direct "appeal to the American people" approach Hanoi admits it is using 

to obtain reoognition ina!IJluch as it feels it cannot stoop to d~ing t.'lis through nomal 1 
diplomatic channels. As the film ends on this note, one must wonder what the real 

purpose of Mr. Muller's trip was and what purpose its producers have in releasing it at 

this time. 

One also must wonder how much of the dialogue between the veterans themselves 

was real and how much staged for the benefit of the camera. Mr. Muller, for instance, 

is constantly pointing out on other occasions how ignorant this country's ·schoolchildren 

are concerning the "facts" of the Vietnam War. But then, in this film, we are treated 

to the extraordinary spectacle of Robert Muller, in Hanoi, eleven yea.rs after the end 
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1A The Dark, Cragg 

of the air war over North Vietnam, pretending total astonishment when he finds out, 

apparently for the first time, that U. s. fighter aircraft engaged communist planes 

in dog fights over North Vietnam! 

The following is a transcript of some of the remarks and conversations members 

of the group made on various occasions during their trip. I would like to thank Lee 

and Joyce Bandell of Hemdon, VA, for their invaluable help in preparing it. 

Every Vietnam veteran, and especially those who are still loyal to Mr. Muller, 

should see this film. 
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December 19, 1981. Hanoi. 

MR. MULLER. These were the people we were wasting. A couple of years ago you'd 

have gotten medals for wastin' 'em. Now we're sittin' down and they're feedin' us 

dinner. I like 'em. They're nice people. 

MR. HARBERT (on the POW/MIA question): They have a deep desire to resolve the 

issue ••• they are attempting to solve these problems. • •• they're bitter about being 

f'rozen out of the world community, which America has done very effectively. And I 

think the most poignant point, . that nobody from America has officially, or perhaps 

even unofficially, said "Thank you." 

MR. MULLER: And that bothers me 

MR. HARBERT: ••• No body said "Thank you for what you've done, if it's the 76 

remains you've sent back or whatever it is." Certainly the government hasn't done that 

or certainly the American people through an organization haven't done it in a way that 

it's come to the world's attention. 

December 20 , 1981. At Ho Chi Minh' s Tomb. 

Mr. MULLER: That was amazing! 

MR. TERZANO: Very sobering and impressive sight. 

MR. MULLER: That was very impressive. 

MR. BIRD: You know, I feel really honored. 

MR. MULLER: You do have an ·immediate sense of respect, I can tell you that too • 

Cannot help but have respect for the man. It's like he was right there. 

MR. HARBERT: It's like veneration of a leader. What in America we don' tput on 

that level. We have the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Monument, but it is not 

as personal as seeing the body of the man himself. 

December 20th, 1981. In the "American War Crimes Museum," Hanoi. 

MR. HARBERT ( to a Vietnamese guide): So those stars up there mean the •.• 

VIETNMESE: The number, •• 

MR. HARBERT: ••• of American aircraft that it shot down in dog fights. 
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VIE'm.AMESE: Yes. 

MR. MULLER: Were there actually dog fights? 

The Dark, Cragg 

MR. HARBERT: Were there dog fights? Every mission there was a dog fight. 

MR. MULLER: Are you kidding? Are you serious? 

MR. HARBERT: Are you kidding? What do you think we did when we got up there? 

MR. MULLER: I looked at you guys as really, you know ••• 

MR. HARBERT: A soft, cushy job? My friend, between the SAMs and the anti-aircraft 

and these bastards (gesturing to a MIG 21 aircraft mounted on a pedestal in the center 

of a courtyard) it was no picnic up here. We lucked out getting home every day. You 

gotta understand, they would send .•• · 

MR. MULLER: You really got into dog fights? 

MR. HARBERT: Real live dog fights. You know, turning and fighting and us trying 

to shoot them down. Look at this guy, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14 American 

aircraft this (admiringly). son-of-a-bitch shot down. 

MR • MULLER: Heh , heh • 

MR. HARBERT: Now, I mean, if that wasn't a dog fight I don't know what is. But 

you gotta understand, they had ••• on any given strike we would have 80 planes coming in 

and they would send up maybe 4 or 5 of these things. 

-

MR. MULLER. Wel.l; why didn't you blow them out of the sky, if it was so disproportion- ~ 

ate? 

MR. HARBERT: ~eause we were: •• They were· after us and .we were bombing targets on 

the ground. 

MR. MULLER. Didn't you have escorts that were ... ? 

MR. HARBERT: We had FiJ.s. 

MR. MULLER: Then why ~dn' t the F4s ••• ? 

MR. HARBERT: These things (indicating the MIG 21) could fly circles around the F4s. 

MR. MULLER ( disbelivingly): Get outta here! 

MR. HARBERT: I'm telling you! 

.. .,. 
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MR. MULLER: How could they have had better weaponry than we had? 

MR. HARBERT: 'Cause they had better pilots. 

MR. MULLER (disbelievingly): Oh, get outta here! That's ridiculous, seriously. 

MR.. HARBERT: No , I 'm telling you, Bo bby1 

MR. MULLER ( disbelievingly) : Don't tell me they had better pilots1 

MR. HARBERT: Better pilots and this is a better aircraft than the F4. 

MR. MULLER (admiringly): It's a fighting machine1 

MR. HARBERT: Oh, ho, hol It was more the people in it were fighting machines too. 

I mean, _ really dedicated fliers. I mean, our guys, everybody is dedicated in war, but 

there is a difference when you are defending your own land. (Looks up at the MIG) 

Whew! Amazing! 

December 21, 1981. A meeting with the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry. 

VIETNAMESE SPOKESttAN: On behalf of the Vietnamese National Committee in ••• for 

investigation the oonsequences -of U.S. chemical warfare in Vietnam, I wish to express 

our happiness at your visit and your presence. \ 

December 21, 1981. In a Hanoi street. 

MR. MULLER: And we will be coming back, ~d we will make the friendship and . we 

will work together and build for peace, alright? And make the very difficult war 

and put that in the past. And now we look forward, and we. will be back, 

December 23, 1981. Last night of trip. Saigon rap session. 

MR. MULLER: You (meaning the Vietnamese) relate to maybe a square mile of territory, 

live in these little hooches, take care of your little fields of :r;i~e and then all of 

a sudden out of the skies come these bombs, come helicopters and the soldiers. 'lbe 

violence and insanity of it ••• that gets to me so ••• it's not even open to discussion. 

Like we try and argue with these people that there was some legitimacy to our being here. 

Forget it! You can't look at them in the face and advance that proposition without 

feeling stupid about it. There's no way you can justify it. 
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MR. HARBERT: I must disagree . In a personal sense, the war was fought over 

nothing, I must agree. I mean, but in reality, the bigger picture, the war was fought 

so that Americe, and its friends could own the Mekong Delta and what it could produce 

for the· world. Or the oil that was offshore or whatever else they could find here. 

Because that kind of exploitation, legitimate or illegitimate, is what wars are usually 

about, because some country wants what some other country has. 

MR. BIRD: Michael, what would you like to see enacted, for the benefit of 

Vietnam, if the right process to implement that which you think will be to Vietnam's 

benefit is taken into account. What do you want to see? 

MR. HARBERT: The normalization of relations between our country and Vietnam so 

that these people can get in on the real mainstream assistance programs through the 

Foreign Aid Office of the State Department. That's where the big buckSare. That 

happens when two countries normalize relations, share embassies and this poor little 

country can go in and ask for medical supplies and rice and everything else. I mean 

and 100d, and so on. I don't know if normalization is policy ••• possible. 

MR. MULLER: If we don't say that, Michael, who else is gonna say it? If the 

Vietnam veterans that have seen our buddies die and that are closer to the pain and 

anguish than anybody else, there ain't a politician in America who is going to take 

the initiatives that we are going to take, alright? If we don't do it, who else is . . . 
gonna do it? Who else is going to do it, if we don't get out there and say, "The 

time is now"? 

July 13, 1982. Washington, DC, VVA National Headquarters. 

MR. PAUL HOWSE (ABC-TV): Mulle~ is asked if the trip was a slap in the face · of 

Vietnam veterans? "Hell no," he retorts. "I fought. My buddies died. And I'm 

J 

not going to do something that's a slap in my own face, pal. Under no condition." But 

would he do the trip again, this time without the wreath? Yes; he says, he'd do it 

again. 
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*** 
And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate 

one another. And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 

-- Matthe~, XXIV: 10,11 

*** 
July 13, 1982. Washington, DC, VVA National Headquarters. 

MR. MULLER: Believe me, I consider myself very much a patriotic American. 

1 
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8. T!":e Entert~in~ent Industry 

..,.-:.,,_ ---~ ~-- _ _,,.- _. - -
It is our impressiorf~t t!1e WA possesses a number of significant 

relationshi;>;_,.__~t~tl:i: ~i~g personalities within the entertainment/ 

publishing industry. It is imperative that these relationships w 
. .... . 

utilized for the benefit of the WA's overall effort, but it is 

very important to begin with the fundraising tasks. We want people 

to put their money where their mouths are. 

;;..." . 

The following is a list of tasks that must be accomplished to take 

advantage of the existi ng relationships. 

l. Robert O. Muller must meet immediately with Jon Voiaht, Jane 

Fonda and Ed Asner. These individuals should be asked to com-

mit themselves to helping the WA for the period of 12 months. 

2. Each of these personalities should be asked to indicate the 

method of assistance they consider the most appropriate. They 

should also be asked to put t.~e WA in contact with not fewer 

than five of their colleagues. 

3. The goal must be to have, by May 1st, a list of 15 to 20 person­

alities willing to meet with the WA and to commit either time, 

appearances or ~~ney during t.~e next year. 

4. A major entertain.-nent industry fundraising event should be 

scheduled for June, 1980, in either New York or Los Angeles. 

This could be a musical concert, benefit performance, or cock-

tail dinner party. The goal must be to raise funds, and add 

aorne glamour to the WA. 

5. In a fashion si~ilar t~ the work in the corporate sector, the 

WA should identify one_ or two key personalities who will make 

II EXTRACTED FROM THE VVA MASTER PLAN. II 

(!) 

• 
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E. Bt.:DGET 

While it i~ impossi-b1e to provide the WA wi°th a precise budget, 

the follo1Ai~1t, -~ - ~i ~ thinking at this time. Included in this 

budg~t are ~he essential staff positions that we think need to 

be filled duri ng the next three to six months. All amounts are 

annualized. 

1. Staff 

Executive Director 
Deputy Executive Director 
Director of Research 
Executive Asst./Staff Director 
Director, Legislative Affairs 
Clerk/Typist (NY)·2@ $12,500 
Clerk/Typist (DC) 
Part-Time Staff 

Sub-Total: 

2. Expenses 

S 35,000 ✓ 
30,000 
zo,ooo 
17,500 
17,500 
25,000 
12,500 
10,000 

$167,500 

Rent (NY) $18,000 (includes utilities) 
Rent (DC) · 10,000 ( " " ) 
Telephones (NY) 

Telephones (DC) 
Furniture (both) 
Copy equipment (both) 
Travel (2 trips per mo.: 

Muller + l) 
Transportation (staff} 
Travel & Subsistence 

. (Bds. & 0nm.) 
Health Insurance 
Misc. Out-of-Pocket 
Postage/Printing 

Sub-Total: 

EXTRACTED FROM THE V\'A MASTER PLAN PREPARED BYD.· H. SAWYER 
ftlBLIC RELATIONS FIRM) IN 1979 

7,500 
4,800 
= , .500 
7,500 

40,000✓ 
5,000 

12,500 
15,000 

5,000 
25,000 

$152,800 

:, ASSOCIATES (A NEW YORK 

NOTE~ Total _ estimated budget of $425,300 ~fter inclusion of $105,000 for consultant 
services (D.H. Sawyer & Associates, Fre~lance Resea r chers, and Organizers, Special 
Staff). Docs not include funds for public education/advertising program. 

, . 



PERSONAL AND -00:tff'IBEN!tt!r' 

Albert Santoli 
666 West End Ave. #9H 
New York, NY 10025 

Hon. William French Smith 
-·United States Attorney General 

Department of Justice 
Washington, DC 20530 

Dear Attorney General Smith: 

Re: Roberto. Muller 

June 15, 1982 

President, Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. 

I respectively bring to your attention and request and/or 
recommend the Department of Justice direct the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and the Office of Foreign Agent -Registration 
conduct a full field investigation regarding the above referenced 
individual and his associates with regard to their acting as 
agents for the Socialist Republic of Vietnam government. 

My concern relative to this matter is that I am a Vietnam 
veteran who is fully familiarized with the activities of Mr. 
Muller and other officers of the VVA. As author of a best-selling 
book on the Vietnam War I have donated more than $60,000 to this 
organization, believing it to be a service organization as 
chartered by the Veterans Administration. This has not proven 
to be so. (See enclosure group A) 

This past year the VVA has made two highly publicized tripe 
to Vietnam, one sponsored by Penthouse Magazine and the other 
by the Christopher Reynolds Foundation (a longtime leftwing 
funding agency that has supported the communist regime with aid 
and lobby support). Mr. Muller and company has also been 
involved w_i th international media support for the government o-f 
Vietnam as examplified by an April 7 documentary on France's 
National Television on the eve of a political visit to France 
by the Vietnamese Foreign Minister. _Mr • . Muller is also on a 
college speaking tour sponsored by Penthouse featµring an 
anti-draft speech by him and a British made iilm that compares 
Vietnam to El Salvador. (See enclosure -group B) 

~ . 
I have added as an enclosure the copy of a letter dated 

June 10, 1982 from Mrs. Kay Bosiljevac, who is the wife of an 
Air Force pilot still missing in action in Vietnam. The letter 
indicates a statement made by John Terzano, the Legislative · _ 
Director o! VVA, stating that he told her that the purpose of 
their trips to Vietnam is "to present the Vietnamese point of 
view." I wish to bring this to your attention because this is 
not the first time that this statement has been made in public 
or in private. Many of us who have been following the activities 
of the VVA do not believe they are in the best interest of 
the United States or those of us who served with honor in South 
East Asia. (See enclosure C) 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Hon. William French Smith 
United States Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, DC 20530 
June 15, 1982 
Page 2 

Out of nearly nine million servicemen who served in Vietnam, 
the VVA has a membership of approximately eight thousand, which · 
is less than a tenth of one percent. Mr. Muller has gone around 
the world claiming to represent all Vietnam veterans and layed a 
wreath on Ho Chi Minh's tomb with a card that read, "With respect 
from Vietnam Veterans of America." I do not believe that this 
represents any of the brave servicemen who fought the communists 
in Vietnam •. Also, there have been many resignations and complaints 
from chapters and individual members of the VVA who have never 
seen a full financial accounting of the organization. It has 
also been brought to my attention· that· the VVA never filed an 
IRS 990 Form, as required by law, from 1978 to 1981, even though 
the organization has brought in hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
This May, after complaints by membership, the VVA finally filed 
a tax form that I believe is a cover up for financial improprieties 
by Mr. Muller and the organization's leaders. (See enclosures D) 

It is very clear indeed that there are violations of Federal 
statutes relative to the operation of VVA. And this organization 
is very clearly operating as an arm of a fore.ign government. 
Statements by its officers in Vietnam recently and in public 
internationally fully conclude without reasonable doubt that the 
primary interests of the VVA under Mr. Muller's leadership 
is to: project the Vietnamese communist point of view and consistently 
advocates the same. 

I respectively direct your attention to a CIA report on 
Soviet propaganda operations dated April 20, 1978. It was 
noted by Admiral Stanfield Turner the extent which the Soviets 
have utilized the media worldwide and veterans movements. 
(Western .veterans organizations, p. 626, to further Soviet causes.) 

It is my hope that your office can take appropriate action 
to insure that the legitimate interests of Vietnam Veterans, 
th~ families of POWs, and all American citizens are fully protected. 
You may desire to take note that many families of the POW/MIA 
issue are trapped in a Catch 22 situation, whereby if they openly · 
complain about Mr, Muller and VVA's activities they ·or .their 
loved one still missing could be subjected to abuse by the 
Vietnamese as they have in the past, relative to the situation 
presented before the United States Senate and House by former 
POWs _and their wives regarding Cora Weiss. The situation now 
is no different, except that rather than use anti-war activists, 
the Vietnamese are now using a Vietnam veterans group to do their 
cruel bidding. 

I would appreciate the opinion of the Attorney General with 
regard to bringing appropriate legal action. Under what statutes? 



PERSONAL AND CONPIDENTIAL 

Hon. William French Smith 
United States Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, DC 20530 
June 15, 1982 
Page 3 

It must be noticed that Mr. Muller has replaced the diplomatic 
process of the United States Department of State in entering 
into negotiations with a foreign government. I do not believe 
that this situation is in our national interest, nor do I 
believe that the Secretary of State would have approved same. 
This raises some serious questions and may set unwarranted 
precedent in allowing non-diplomatic personnel outside our 
government to interfere with sensitive negotiations going on 
between the United States and communist government officials. 

I look forward to hearing from you at the earliest opportunity. 
Your interest in this matter 1s sincerely appreciated and I am 

· sure you will give this matter appropriate attention. 

cc: Alexander Haig, Secretary of State 
William Webster, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Internal Revenue Service, Criminal Investigation Branch, 

Holtsville, NY 
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~h! This_Vietllam Veteran Opposes!,~b Mu!~er's 
V1s1t to V1etnaip - ·•· 

' 

I 

by Al Santoli \ , 
s,-,,:;.u,NaOOMI v--..·veun. Anilw 

Break tbe will or.tlle--y to 
Opt, and yoa accomplish tbe : 
true objeetln 11r war, Cooer 
wltla ridicule tbe enemy's tradl- ·· 
lion. Exploit and au,'a .. te tbe 
inllerent frictions wltbin tbe 
·enemy country, Acltate tbe 
yoanc a1a1nst tbe old. PreYllll Ir 
pollible without armed coalllct­
Tbe sapreme ucellence i, not 
to win a bundred vietori• in a 

· bundred battles, The supr-e 
ucellence i, to ddeattbe armies 
or your enemies witboat enr 
havinc to llcbt them. 

- Sun Tzu, 500 B.C. 

If tlie fOVf!rlllflfflt of North 
y,-_ ,_ diJ!kulty aputbi-

.brr to y- wltot ~ to 
yo., brotJwn, yo., A-.rica 
POWswltoMW_yd,_ 

. • ffl, I ca upu,i,, 11,b qrdte 
,,..;,1y 011 1M IMsis of •Y own _ 
uptll'iot« ill tJw G""'r A,.,. 
;pup. Tlwtt II • 1- ill 1M 
A,daipd,,rotJ,,,ttlto# wllo .w 
,._, trttled 1M - 1unJ,Jy 
ad wlio MW willmood tJw 

most br_,n,dy, wlio - •­
"-, the - -..-. the-""'-tlbtr. _.,.. . -
co,iw out itdo 1M world. Tlwy 
--.,,,;,,sltoWRtotlw 
w«lttl,___tltqwilltdltllla 
I},. the,.,,,,,_"""" .... Nffl}' 
«upl.S-ofyow,d,mwd 
PO Ws toul ,,_ tlult 1/tq ..,_ 
torlJnftlnffl-«, blltdJd­
yald .,. melt. Tltac - ,,,,., 
bat people. T,.__,,_.,_ 
- Jw,,oa wlto, ill • soliury 

: -"-t, MW stood the tat. 
Alld llHM}', IDlj-.-dy, 1/tq 

. - ,. ~fr-""' 
. .,,,,_._ Tlwy -~ ,__. It 
fro- tlwir ...,,. cdb w,lwn 
1/tq _,, mJwr die or ,..... 
for tNrty :,ears. .. " 

A/du-,/r/.S~ 
JinwJf,1'15 

Veterans Question Trip 
There have been questions in tbe veterans ' 
community u ·to why a number af Vietnam 
veterans and family memben of servicemen 
still missing in Southeast Asia spoi:e out in 
concerned anger and disapproval at tbe 
press conference for Robert Mu)ler and h(s 
VV A executives who made the highly publi­
cized visit to Vietnam. I am one of the 
veterans present at the press conference ":ho 
spoke ouL I did so with great rcservauon 
and sadness because as a former combat 
soldier I had al-ys hoped that Vietnam vets 
could work together. But as a concerned 
journalist who was covering the trip for TIM 
N~ V...... Veteruo Re'riew, I bad 
thoroughly researched the nature of M ulier's 
t rip and the situation in Vietnam today: 
monitoring Radio Hanoi and the Vietnamese 
nat ional newspaper durinc the -.:k of 
Muller 's vis it; having worked closely with 
organizations involved witb Agent Orange 
and POW/ MIAs si i,ce 1971; talking with 
the U.S . State Department. the POW/ MIA . 
office at DepaJtment ol Defeme. the ational 
Lca..,eof F .. of POW/ MIAs; collfer­
rin& with veterans groaps from all oVCT the 
C0\111try: having CO ibuted OVCT $40,000 l o 

VV A from the proceais of my book ' Enry­
lllinc We HM' and ha • g been disUL,,.;~~ 
by Bo and . sclJ'.IS political 
motives past. After reading VV A 
leaders actions -ords • 
news-~pcn a 
l . r ltttb . pcno 
!bad ocboice 
fa=. 

Denounces Trip 
My denouncing of Bob Muller and his 
contingent hu no bearing on many of the 
rank and file membenhip of VV A who I 
know to be decent and honorable people 
who were not advised of Muller 's trip until 
after be left, or-the American public w~ out 
of a genuine concern for peace wished 
Muller well . Nor do I have any kind of 
hatred toward the average Vietnamese 
villagen. As a member of a combined ~ict-_ 
namese/ American scout platoon our li_ves 
were protected by Vie111amese vi!lagen who 
could have easily given our position away to 
North Vietnamese soldicn who vastly out• 
numbered us on the Cambodian border in 
Tay Ninh Province in 1968. I was able to 
leave Vietnam, but for the Vietnamese and 
Cambodians/with 200,000 Vietnamese troops . 
still in Cambodia, thousands more in Laos bis orpnization "because of the trip's_publi• penuuion even if what he represents is 
and' ·n v,·ctnam th- • ..;. an estimated · (A 59 1 benhip dues per fallacious and calculatedly mampulauve . 

... ~- city. t annua mem Like many corporate lawyers he is adapt at 
250,000 Vietnamese in "reeducation" labor pcnon.) lying·with ·a straight face, using words _likc-
camps and 50,000 sent to Russia as sl_ave Bob Muller did.not need to take the Pent• ,"pcace"and"non-political"and"humamtar-
labor. Not ony are former ARVNs_suffcnng. bome money. This year VV A bas pulled in ian concern~ to cover fqr his bitterness and Many former revolutionary and commu_nis_ t · $100 000 f be .<75 000 · · Wh 1 

around , . rom mcm n; ..,_ • cold personal political amb1uon. o e sc 
soidien and political leaders are now· ,n from Bruce Springsteen; $100,000 from but the media has appointed him to be the 

.exile, gulags or dead. Charlie Daniels; $40,000 from my book with •spoir.cs;,.an "for all Vietnam vets : He surely 
Hoang Van Hoan, a former comrade_ in _another S25,000 on the -way; as well as - didnlrepreset'ftmcwhcnhclayedthcwreath 
arms with Ho Chi Minh and foun.d1ng private donations. Where bas ail the money on Ho Chi Minh's fomb . (This action he 
member of the Victnamac Communist Party, that VV A brought in th,s year gone : They d_o \ pcnonaiiy admitted to U Pl on December 24 
wu .recently sentenced to death by his not have a s,ngle servtcC program for their and to reporter Robert Evans later.) 
government. Hoang said in a leltcr to an mcmbers,norbasanyofthcregional_chaptcn Communist Activities 
American acquaintance: "Le Duan (bea_d of -n a penny of this money. 
-the Viet CP) and company have attempted r;,• and O I f To undcntand the full_ meaning of the 
to push an expansionist drive in Southeast VV A r lrst n Y• wreath. laying one needs to know what was 
Asia. •. thcydefiantly ,ent troops to dominate ·vv A, in ail its publicity, claimsto be the fint going on in Vietnam at the time of MuUcr·s 
~os,- to invade and occupy Kampuchea... · and only Vietnam 'l'ctcrans orpnization_ in visit. I had monitored Vietnamese national 
therefore, the Vietnamese people cannot but the country and claim they bad overwhelmmg radio · in Hanoi and the Vietnamese news-
lead a life of utter poverty and misery under support ofvetcrans for their trip to Vietnam. paper through the U ,S. Department of 
war conditions with all their democratic This is a compound lie. There are.over 120 Commerce. Here 's what- I found: . 
rights and freedoms , deprived-All thi~ is Vietnam veterans groups around the country, Muller's group arrived in Hanoi on December 
brougbtaboutbytbccrimesofLcDuanan~ many formed _before VVA. Groups like 18. the opening day of the Vietnamese -
company and not the U.S:; as some Amen- NACY, Veterans Lcadcnbip Conference, Communist Party's· Second Session of the 
cans tend to believe." (The Veteran. March VVA W and United Vietnam Vetcra_ns National Assembly in preparation for the 
1980) · Organization all have larger memberships 5th Party Congress. It was also the cclcbra-
With hundreds of ~,.-people still leaving than VVA. and tlic traditional VFW and- tion of Leonid Brezhnev's 75th birthday. 
Vietnam every week, for the Muller contin- American Legion, who Muller has attacked The Vietnamese had an official ceremony"in 
gent to come back from Vietnam and say, as being anachronistic, each have over Hanoi to send Brezhnev the "Labor Hero• 
"The war is over. "and demand that the U.S. 500,000 Vietnam veterans in their orpniza- medal and confer upon him the Ho, Chi 

· tion and their legislative and executive staffs Minh Order "consolidating and promoting give reparations to the cruel and repressive . d 
Vietnamese government is ·absurd. Th,s ,s have a high percentage of Vietnam vets. the great friendship. militant solidanty an 

Mullerdidnotconsultwithhisownmcmbcr- all-around cooperation between the SoV1et 
why I call 

thcm 
• d■crace. ship or any of the above mentioned veterans Union and Vietnam. This is a polit ica! event 

My rernarksarenot intended to tak~ advant- group before leaving for Vietnam. Not onl_y of specific importance.· Meanwhi le. 1n 
age of a man in a wheelc_hair. HaVlng been was Muller's trip condemned by the trad1- Poland. shipyard worken arc being beaten 
wounded a number of times during the war tionai groups and the VLC, UVVO and and shot in Gdansk.,-this was not reported 

, and having worked in physical rehab with VVAW(towhichMullerformcrlybeionged), on Vietnamese radio. 
disabled vets iii an.army hospital after the butalsobyProjectFrecdomfo~POW/ MIAs. 20December Wreath Laid 
-r, J have. learned to judge a man by his The National Lca1uc of Families of POW / · · ' . 
actions ·and motivations rather than by his Ml As and Agent Orange Victims Inter- On December 20 Muller layed the wreath on 
physical condition, color or religion. All of national. In Santa Cruz. California a 250 Ho Chi Minh's tomb. On December 21 was 
us who served as combat soidicn have member chapter of vv A rcsi&ncd en massc the 37th anniversary of the Vietnamese 

suffered and it has ~ken a great deal of because of Muller's actions on the trip. Army. The following is a composite _of 
character and internal strct1gtb to survive excerpts from that day 's radio and pnnt 
the homecoming. But I would hope that by -No Experts on Trip 
our baptism of fire that we could learn that Muller brought no experts with him on •~Y 
any animal can survive, the important ques- of the issues •no scientisu, no MIA family 
tion is what kind of people have we .become members or ' officials, no Southeast Asian 
because of our survival ·· -- studies experts, nobody in his contingent 

lmpor_tance of Penthouse 
Some people tend to think that it is not 
important that Pentlloae Mapzi,M and the 
Madison Avenue publicity-firm of George 
Greenfield and Associates who have for the 
put nine months bad Mull~ spcakina at 
colleges in an anti--r, ant~raft lecture 
series called ·war Stories" both set up and 
paid for the Vietnam tri_p u _ part of the 
business venture. Muller IS paid $3,500 per 
college speech and is booked at 20-30 colleges, 

-· which comes to $70-100,000. For Penthooae_'I 
$20,000 outlay for Muller's trip and their 

"feature story: figuring a potential rcadcnb1p . 
of9 million Vietnam era vets at S3 .00 a crack 
amounts to 30 million dollan in sales. At the 
press conference there wu a giant Penthouse 
banner across the speaker's platform; _Pent• . 
ltome girls handing out glossy portfolios o~ · 
Muller. Pentllome and the "War Stones . 
tour: and there was a pile of Penthouse · 

_ . complimentary map,inc on the refreshment 
table. Muller bragged to a reporter that he 
cxpc.cted to. have a miliio_n _'!_C"!' membe!!:•E .. 

spoke Vietnamese. l~tead be_ br~gh self­
appointed officen ofh1S orpnizauon (VVA 
ha,..,.... held an election): John Tcrzano u 
a crew member on a Navy destroyer had 
nner before set foot in Vietnam. Michael 
Harbert in the Air Force had nner before 
set foot in V.ietnam. rather he is a professio~I 
political media consultant who creates t~lcv,­
sion and newspaper campa1gns·for poliucal 
candidates. Tom Bird is an actor whose 
story is . included in 'E-,tt,lac We Had' 
where he surrendered to the North Viet­
namese and wu held for a day. He said that 
while in captivity: ·1 didnl remember any• 
thing about the Code of Conduct. I donl 
remember feeling loyalty to ■11ything. " Since 
the war he has also acted in dishonor when 
New York drama critics exposed him and 
Rick Weidman (another VV A executive) for 
plagcrizing the words of other Vietnam 
veterans at Bird's theatre. 

Who ~ Robert Muller? 
And who is Robert Muller : He is a trained 
attorney, schooled ·at the art of d~ba~ and _ 

news: 

"Ou~ reopic's army is 37 yean old today. In 
the coune of gJorious construction and 
struggle, educated and Jed by the communist 
party, our army has scored many wonderful 
combat exploits .. .in Southeast Asia. the 
Peking reactionaries in collusion with U.S. 
imperaiist forces arc intensively stepping_up 
their activities to oppose and sabota1e Viet­
nam Laos and Kampuchea. Our country. 
~ at peace, has to cope with their war 
of sabotage ... Comrade Le Duan pointed 
out: We must mobilize 1hc people and the 
armed forces in all spheres of activities and 
at the same time. make the best use of the 
usistance given by the Soviet Union and 
other countries of the Socialist community 
to ensure that 011r country will always have 
sufficient strcnsth to defeat the enemy under 
any circumstance and in any form of warfare 
(remember Sun Tzu"s quo1cat thctopofth1S 
articlc-A.S.) ... Our soldicn have boundless 
patriotism, absolute loyalty to the fatherland, 
ardent love for the socialist regime. a desire 
10 achieve progress. a spirit of socialist 
internationalism and a deep hatred · of the 
nation 's cnrmies. Our direct and dangerous 
enemies arc the Peking expansionists and 
hcgemonists in collusion with the U._S. 
imperalists." 
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The Buck Stopped at Ho Chi Minh :S- Tomb 
Others Laid Wreaths 

Chnstmas when American sentiment is most 
vulnerable, was a clever move by tbe Viet­
namese. Their skill ai manipulating -U.S. 
media also came into play, knowin1 tbe kind 
press attention the trip would get, especially 
from the NY Tlmet and Pentllome who are 
more concerned about selling a sensational 
story than the truth, even if that mearu 
selling out their own country. 

On December 22 the Vietnamese newspaper 
said: 

"Washington and. Pelcin1 could not ~btain 
the expected results in . their machinations 
agairutthe Soviet Union, Vietnam and other 
countries in the socialist community by 
rekindling the so-<:alled· 'Afghanistan and 
Kampuchea problems.' Moreover-, public 
opinion has revealed that it is ·thc United 
States that used toxic chemicals in three 
Indochinese countries and is preparing for. 

_. chemical warfare." · 

mented 375 individual eyewitness reporting, 
of western m~ in~pt!Yi!Y_ftoml_nd~hi~ · 
refugees. One refugee has testified to having 
embalmed 400 American POW bodies that 
arc now being stored in a warehouse near 
Hanoi. Portions of this report . have been 

•independently verified by the DIA and th•· 
witness has passed many polygraph tests by 
both U.S . 1ovemment officials and MIA 
families. · ' ~ 

General Tighe, who wu the director of DIA 
·until he retired last summer hu stated that 
the remains of 40 Americans who the Viet• · 
namese admit ·died in captivity "have yet to 
be returned. Other men were known to be 
alive and in the hands of the enemy and some 
were publicly named , yet we have no 
accounting of these men." 

in print by Mary McGrorytodefend Muller · 
against disapproval by MIAl'amilles. VYA 
is now usi111 McGrory's anicle in their 
publicity packet. And the Vietnamese are 
licking their chops .hoping that Muller 
returns. They might pull a few MIA remains 
out of storage to dangle in front of the 
American public and make Muller seem 
legit. But those of us who know the truth will 
never fall for the macabre bait, nor will the 
Vietnamese get a penny from the U.S. to 
finance their concentration camps or murder 
of Cambodians and defenseless Laotians. · 

Who Knows Mitchell? . 
~ tried to fool the MIA families by 
sending out their VV A· black minorities 
officer, Larry Mitchell, who signed a press 
release calling himself a former POW Green 
Beret captain. The League of Families ran a 
check on Mitchell through the Depanment 
of Defense and other sources. There is no 
record of a Larry Mitchell on any POW file 
since the Korean War. The Army's Register 
of Officers bas· no record of a Larry Mitchell 

The only other people who laid wreaths on 
Ho Chi Minh 's tomb that week were the 
Central Committee oflheir-communist pany­
and a visiting emissary from the Soviet 
eastern bl,;,c. Whose propagan.da did Muller 
benefit by laying that wreath',· The answer-,. 
very obvious. A form of ·warfare the Viet• 
namese have been very successful with has 
been io use anti-war types and our media to 
divide us as a nation. Muller and the NY 
Tlmeo reponed nothing of the reality of 
w~at was going on in Vietnam that week. All · 
that wu said is what nice people the Viet­
namese were to the visiton as they were 
paraded around Hanoi and Saigon,.meeting 
with hack communist pany officials here 
and there. One newsreel that · circulated 

· around the wQrld showed Muller and friends 
visiting what he called a "war museum" but 
in reality the Vietnamese call it a "U.S. war 
crimes museum. "The four veterans posed in 
front ofa Russian MIG jet fighter decorated 
with 14 stars, and as Muller enthusiastically 
said on ABC TV's "Nightline", each star 
stood for an American plane that the MIG 
had killed . Beneath the MIG was a pile of 
twisted /Reta I that Muller said was part of 
the wreckage of one of the planes the MIG 
had shot down. Imagine the mother of an 
American pilot killed in Vietnam watching 
this on her television. And imagine the 
airplay this footage received throughout the 
Soviet influenced nai.ions. 

In VV A press releases hyping the trip it was 
stated that Muller's group bad "enthusiastic 
suppon of the State Depanmcnt." This is a 
lie. The State Department's Southeast.Asia 
Affairs office told me that the Muller group 
got the ordinary briefing that anyone going 
to Vietnam receives, asking them not.to be­
used for Vietnamese propaganda. 

General Tigbe's suspicions were proven 
correct by the return of 3 American POWs 
remains in July 1981 . There was record ofall 
three former pilots _having been captured by 
the Vietnamese at time of cruh. 2 alive, I 
dead at the site. One of the men. Lt. Ron 
Dodge, was captured alive in 19~_7 and his . ever having been an officer in the U.S. Army 

First Americans Return 
VV·A claims that the Muller group were the 
first Americans to go back to Vietnam. This 
is also a lie. A number of veterans have gone 
back 10 Vietnam, but without media hype or 
pornographic magazine support; One such 
veteran is Robert Fitzpatrick from Michigan 
who was a fellow speaker with Muller and 1 . 
at a veterans conference in Ohio last summer. 
Fitzpatrick had just returned from Vietnam 
where he traveled alone and into the country- · 
side without reporters. V.ieuiamese officials 
to ld _him that they were in fact · holding 
bodies of American'POWs forramsom from 
the U.S. government. 

"You haven't been · grateful 
enough to the Vietnamese." 

-- during the Vietnam War. In the Time maga­
zine coventory (where Mitchell says. "Thete 
were many My Lais.") Mitchell . lists his 
captive dates as 1968-71, in his VVA press 
release he says 1971-73: This is out and out . 
fraud. The League of Families told Muller · 
that Mitchell was a fraud before t!te trip 
·began. Today Mitchell is still an officer in 
Muller's organization. 

picture as a POW was used·tiy the Vietnamese 
for propaganda purposes and appeared on 
the cover of'Life''lll.lgazine in 1972. Founecn 
years after his live capture, tlie Vietnamese 
returned the remains of his body without 
explanation, and pretended 10 be insulted . 
that the U.S. questioned why.they bad kept 
ino long ancldemanded an explanation as . 
to ·how Ron Dodge died. During the-ABC 
TV "Ni1htline" show, Muller arrogantly 
rebuked Ann Mills Griffith, sister of an MIA 
serviceman and president of the t..,,ague o( 

Vietnam and Libya 
Throughout the week the Vietnamese media 
denounced the U.S. While in Hanoi, Muller 
added to this by calling the U.S. war effort in 
Vietnam "obscene." (This was-quoted in NY 
Times). Meanwhile, Hanoi rad(o had this to 
say about the situation in Polanct 

. Families. Muller smugly stated "You havenl 
been grateful enough to the Vietnamese" 
and the Vietnamese would only -deal with · 
him because be is the only one who appreci­
ates them. It seems that the Vietnamese are 
using Mulfer to Collow in the footsteps ol 
Jane Fonda and Cora Weiss who during the 
war informed the ·American media that tho 

"The socialist community and progressive 
world public opinion warmly hail and suppon 
the positive and . necessary measures taken 
by the Polish state to check the hands of the 
counter-revolutionary forces in Poland. On 
the contrary, the U.S. led imperialist forces 
are panic stricken and embarrassed ... Wash­
ington and .international reactionaries are 
class enemies of socialism • . so they have 
stopped at nothing to oppose the socialist 
community ... The imperialists and anti• 
communist reactionaries have drawn a lesson . 
from their bitter setbacks in the previous . 
plots against Hungary and-Czechoslovakia ... 
Angered by this, the Reagan administration 
slanderously alleged .that Soviet pressures 
compelled Poland to take these measures. 
This statement shed light on the ugly face of 
the Reagan administration, who· fears the 
C'Urrent developments in Poland. They also 
cowardly supponed the extremis,is. in the 
leadership of Solidarity trade union and 
other reactionary forces in Poland (the 
Church)." 

"Four American veterans are 
coming to Vietnam · to de­
nounce the US policy OD 

chemical warfare." · 
· , Vietnamese were treating our POW1 kindly 

and that the captive servicemen bad seen the 
light and were grateful to their captors. 

_ In reality Am~can POWs were endlessly 
The Vietnamese at the outset of Muller's visit tortured, .while bravely holding out against 
aMounced, " Four American veterans · are the communist "reeducation•. One can read 
coming to Vietnam to denounce the U.S. tbe accounu of the POW: ordeal in Com-
policy on chemical warfare." To cover for manderStratton'sPnion.olWar; Admiral 
their own use of anti-personnel chemical William Lawrence's account in E•erytbin1 
warfare in Laos and Cambodia, the Viet• WeHad,andinJohnHubbell'sbookPOW, 
namese took full advantage of the four be says that American prisoners who would 
veterans. not break under the tonure were told by the -
NO Contact With League . Vietnamese:·"We still have French prisonen 

who did not reform their minds. We can 
of Families . · 1ceep ,you .. . forever." Priaonen from the 

Frencli . war were . siiiI being' released or 
escaping from Vietnamese captivity in the 
late 1960's. 

A Libyan ·diplomat also visited Hanoi that 
week. The Vietnamese newspaper had this to 
say: 

The 2,500 American servicemen still missing·. · 
in action is a very sensitive subject to MIA 
families. Muller came back from Vietnam 
pn:achins the Vietnamese propaganda about 

"Why hu Washington adopted such an themnotknowinganythhigaboutPOWsor 
increasingly frenzied and hostile attitude MIAs alive ·or dead, but they would allow · 
toward Libya·: Libya resolutely opposes the Muller to bring-American veterans to Viet• . 
U.S. staged Camp David agreement and the nam to search through the jungles. This is 
aggressive acts of the Israeli expansionists .. ridiculous. The Vietnamese will not allow . 
Zionists against the Palestinian peopl_e and any Americans to go anywhere they don l 
?ther_ Arab countries. Washingto~ is also . want them to. However, they would be glad · 
1nfunated over the .fact that Libya has to take our tourist dollars and use the vets 
strengthen~d its friendly relations with t_he forpropagandapurposes. Mullerhadspoken 
SoV!et Union and othe~ sOCtal,st c?untn_es - with Fitzpatrick last summer. And the day 
a~ considers the sOCUlhst community at ,u before he left for Vietnam, Congressman 
rehable ally. No wonder the Wblte Home Gilman of New York forced Muller to meet . 
baa wriuJed like a 1eecb In· lime ~nd h:'" with a representative-from the League of 
made every effort_ to sn_iear !nd direct its . Families, who Muller had purposely avoided 
counter attack against Libya. in the pui (and in the 3 weeks he has been 
What these statements show is that the back in the U. S. he ·has not u much as . · 
Vietnamese are a part of a concerted Soviet · returned their numerous phone calls to his 
bloc effon to undermine the .U.S. The Viet• office.) Here's why: · 

\ namesc have been the most effective Soviet C · 
allyinevokingthesympathiesoftheAmeri- · DIA Reports o"ect 
can public and dividing usu a nation. To · 
invite Bob Muller and his group during a 
perioo of interi_iational crisis, especially at 

Contrary to the felonious information Muller 
brought back, the League of Families and 
Defense Intelligence Agency have docu-

. A former AR VN lieutenant repons that a 
sroup of American POWs were working .on 
a road gang and being held in a prison 
compound in Tan Canb in .1975. When he 
left the area, the Americans were still building 
roads. A Laotian refugee who had worked 
for USAID says he wu imprisoned in a cave 
with 5 American-pilots in 1976. The League 
o( Families.and DIA hu 375 such stories on 
file. · -

Government Supresses 
Issues · · 
H~wcver, there are.clements in our aovcrn­
.ment like Sonny Mon11omery, a Congress­
man from Missiasippi, who for years has 
tried to suppress the MIA issue ·because it 

· would- be embarrassing to certain U.S.' 
officials that we left people behind. Sonny 
must have -breathed a sigh of relief when 
Muller returned with bis cock-and-bull Viet• 
namese propaganda. Hence Mon11oinery 
has a_ul'~"-ed Muller's effon and was quoted 

Muller on returning said that the Vietnamese 
will exclu.siYely only talk with him. Today a 
Vietnam veteran friend of mine made an 
appointment with the Vietnamese UN 
Embu~y in New_ York to meet with their 

• MIA/ Agent OranJie .sp_okesman next weelc. 
The Vietnamese will be glad to tallc with any 
veterans. Any veteran may ask them indepen­
dently or in a group for a visa..But an easier 
way is to go through lbe Orbitoun tra vcl 
agency in_ Sydney, Australia that has three 8 
day toun of Vietnam planned for this year. 
and 21 day toun of Vietnam and Laos, if you 
don, mind a little "yellow rain." . 

":uys who are OD the fringe 
of the veterans' movement 
who are always interruptin: 
press . conferences." 

At tht press conference, Muller refern,d to 
Frank McCanby and I as 'll'Y' who are 011 
the fringe of the veterana mofflDmt o are 
always intem1ptin1 press conf erenca. ' The 
truth is that Frank McCarthy is president of 
the fint and foremost Apt Orange victims 
organization in w · country, Agent Orange 
Victims International The only other times 
that Frank baa interrupted p_resa conferenc:c:s 
was Ill challenge Jimmie Carter OD the Agent 
Oranp issue (which Carter was ignorin1) at 
the White Home in 1979, wbicb brought 
national attention to Agent . Orange and 
fon:ed Carter to form the lint official study 

. sroup on the problem. After the commission . 
was formed and wu being stymied by VA 
.director Mu: Cleland, Frank continually 
challenged Mu: publicly with facts on the 
toxicity of Agent Orange that Max and Dr. 
Custis (wbo Muller has publicly supported) 
were trying to cover up. Frank is a combat 
vet, 1st Infantry Division 1965. 

As for myself, the only other time that I have 
ever spoken out in anger at a public meeting. 
wu in 1971, when u a young journalist 
working on a book on religions, a black 
friend of mine in San Francisco took me to 
an auditorium to-sec a preacher who wu 
gathering a large following of poor blacks 
named Jim Jones. The auditorium of I 000 
seats was filled with mostly blacks and a few 
white radical chic types. i _ones was a c~ris-· 
matic preacher who claimed lo be the salva­
tion of the poor and oppressed. Al one point 
he told the crowd to leave the influence of 
their traditional . churches and _ follow his 

Continued on Pas.c. ~7 
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socialistic community because he was 'revo-
. lutionary' and-. their last and . best hope. An 
. old black woman stood up and said she was 
sorry but she colild ·not.betray her church. · 
Jones lashed out at her, calling her a fool 
because _she didn't believe in him. 

Afraid for the woman, I screamed out at 
Jones, "Leave her alone," from my seat in 
the balcony. The auditorium got quiet. Jones 
cooly looked up at me ·and said, "l take in 
people nobody else wants. I give them a 
home, and education and something to 
believe in, What do you do':" There was 
nothing I could say. I was· a journalist, not a 
M_essiah. And I could not debate with the' 
pu_blic speaking techniques of a lawyer or 
evangelist.' -· 

In the next couple of years Jones'church and 
constituency grew. P.o!iticians courted him, 
he received many donations and was made 
assistant• Ho.using Commissioner. of San 
Francisc6:·D~ring'the 1976 presideritiai cam­
paign Rosalyn Carter courted Jones and 
gave him a laurel from Jimmie in return .for · 
his support. In 1978 the world was shocked 
by the mass suicide of Jones' Guyana com­
munity. 

B6b Muller also campaigned for Carter in 
1976: In 1980, while Billy Carter was taking 
money from Libya to do their public rela­
tions, the favor that Jimmie Carter and 
Cleland granted Muller for campaigning 
was ·a list of the names and. addresses of 2 
million Vietnam vets for Muller to use for 
recruitment for his organization. This list 
mfraculously appeared _in Clelan<;!'s office 
over a year ii-f,tes,¥ ~fr r,~.1. t,019. ,the}awyers of 
Agent Orange v1ct1ms, who needed such a ­
list for the federal class action suit, that no 
such list existed . 

What Frank McCarthy and those of us who 
have worked on the inside of the Agent 
Orange issue since Paul Reuthershan's death 
(J>aul was the founder of AOVI and Frank 
proinised him on his deathbed that we would 
never give up the fight to win assistance for 
Agent Qrange victims) is that the Vietnamese 
have already given U.S. scientists _all the 
information they have on Agent Orange 

· • when Dr. Tung visited us last year. _There 
have been American and internationai scien­
tists visiting Vietnam continually since 1968. 

Worldwide use of dioxin (the deadly posion 
contained in Agent Orange) is an interna­
tional problem. The herbicide is produced 
by international multi-national corporations' 
factories in Europe, South America, Africa, 
the Soviet Union and China as well as the 
(J .S. (The interpational headquarters of Dow 
Chemicals. the largest producer of Agent 
Orange. is in Italy.) There is an international 
scientific conference on Agent Orange sched­
uled to be held in Vietnam in December 1982 
to -compare .dioxin research that has been­
going on alfover the world . Bob Muller has 
had nothi•ng to do with any of this. ln~ead 
,what he has done is cloud the issue with 
self-serving hype and by giving_ the Viet­
namese a chance to cover their use of anti­
personnel toxic "yellow rain" and try to ' 
squeeze some money out of the U.S .. to help 
support their ongoing warfare in Southeast 
Asia. 

Bob Muller has often manipulated the Agent 
Orange issue to advance his own financial 
and political ambitions. Six months ago the 
Australian Parliament sent the head of their 
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee, Tony 
Messner, to the U.S. on · a fact finding 
mission on Agent Orange since Aussie vets 
have shown Che universal kinds of health 
proble~s from Agent Orange exposure . 
Senator Messner returned to Australia re­
buking the vets Agent Orange claims and 
telling the Australian Parliament and public: 

. "I spoke with Bobby Muller of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America and he assured me that 

. - Agent Orange _ _'!l!'as not a problem among 
American veterans but rather a problem of 

:. readjustm~nt ,to _spciety, " Barry Romo in ' 
Chicago has this on cassette tape and I ha-ve 
a similar statement by Senator Messner _in 
tran·script from the Australian .Parliament. 

,, Bob Muller sees Agent Orange as a political 
football to kick around for his owii self­
interest and political career. He has personal­
)y admitted this to me and others in the past. 

- This is why I left his company a couple of 
years ago. I kept quiet about it all until the 
press conference. The buck stopped at Ho · 
Chi Minh's tomb-. O 
(Al Santoli is the author of 'Everything We 
Had, An Oral History of the Vietnam War 
by 33 American Soldiers Who Fought It. ' 
He served as a combat infantryman with the _ 
25th Infantry Division in Vietnam 1968-69.) 
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Point of View 

The Hanoi Connection­
It's Time To Unplug It 

ust December. four Vietnam 
-.·cterans, the nat ional leadership or 
an c,rgani.Latio n that calls itself the 
V;etn.un Veterans of America, 
Inc .• made a highly controversial 
and mu.::h-public1zed trip to Hanoi. 

The gro..:p's avov,ed goals ""ere to 
discu \s with the North Vietnamese, 
i~sue\ of intere~t to America's Viet• 
nam ·,eterans-the effects of the 
cherr. ical def0!i.int known as Agent 
Orar.ge a.nd the fate of our men still 
lisred as mi~sing in So•Jthea.st 
Asia-and to take the fint step 
to-...ard a re..:on.:1l iat ion with our 
fo rmer ene~:es . 

All ind:ca: iom a:e that the group 
is plann ir: g a re::..;m trip a.s early as 
the week of the 2.Sth of May. [A/ 

Th~e men do not represent the 
majority of this .:ountry's Vietnam 
W r \ et er ans, and they are going to 
H n, 1 nly :o exploit the publicity 
,.Ll ue of 1he tr ip, so why should 
H 1 1 even deal •ith them at all7 

ByDaaCrau 

Robert 0. Muller, the VVA's ex­
ecutive director, bills his organiza­
tion as "the only national, ex­
clusively Vietnam era veteran's 
organization in America . "(8/ But 
it is not the strength of their 
membership that makes the VVA 
appealing to Hanoi. Of more than 
nine million Vietnam era veterans, 
the Vietnam Veterans of America . 
has a mem bership of perhaps nir.c 
thousand-one might contrast that 
with the American Legion's 
700,000 Vietnam era ,·e1eran 
membership or the VFW's 
500,000.!C/ 

r-;or is it the representative nature 
of the views VVA espouses. In 
regard to his own war service, Mr. 
Muller commen1ed in May 1980 
that "my gripe is disillusionment 
over the leadership in this country 
and the f---ing institutions that 
betray my f---ing willingness to give 
my tender f--ir.g young ass in the 
service of this country. "(DJ 

This bitterness m1gnt De con­
sidered in the context of the most 
extensive survey of Vietnam 
veteran attitudes yet conducted, a 
Lou Harris poll of Vietnam combat 
zone veterans released in July 1980, 
which revealed that 91 percent of 
our Vietnam veterans arc glad they 
served their country; 74 percent en­
joyed their time in the military; and 
70 percent- two out of three­
would do it all again, even lmowin1 
the results of our failed policy. 

VV A's trip to Hanoi last year did 
much to alienate the members of 
America's Vietnam veteran com­
munity. Especially galling to many 
was the group's acquiescence in lay­
ing a wreath on Ho Chi Minh 's 
tomb inscribed, "With Respect, 
From the Vietnam Veterans of 
America."(£/ . 

But at the time the trip was well 
received by America's news media. 
Penthouse magazine acted as spon­
sor for the excursion and arranged 
the news conference the four 
veteran :; held when they returned . 

The New York Times sent Ber­
nard Weinraub, its Washington 
Bureau ch ief, along to cover the 
c.,.cnt, and the four appeared on the 
Phil Donohue Show, Good Morn­
ing America, the MacNeil-uhrer 
Report, · ar.d other national news 
programs. 

The trip was also well received by 
the North Vietnamese. who aa--. 

nounccd in the December 20, 1981 
edition of People's Army that "the 
purpose of the delegation's visit is 
to gather information about the ef­
fects of the U.S. chemical warfare 
in Vietnam in order to denounce it 
before public opinion. ''(F/ 

"It was an unspoken agreement 
that we were both trying to use each 
other," Michael Harbert, Vice 
President of the VV A and a senior 
partner at D. H. Sawyer & 
Associates, a New York political 
consulting firm, said in an inter't·iew 
with Rolling Stone's Terry 
McDonell last March.[G/ 

Oearly the North Vietnamese 
were using the VVA for propagan­
da; the VVA was using the lr1p (not 
the Vietnamese) to establish 
themselves with the American peo­
ple, a great cost-the perception or 
Vietnam veterans by the world 
community. 

"I can only conclude that this 
group (the VVA) believes that hurt­
ful publidt;· is bener than none at 
all," said Arthur J. Fell~·ock, 
Commander-in-Chief or the 
Veterans of foreign Wars.(H/ 

Dun Cragg, who 5(Nnt j ½ years 
in Vietnam with the U.S. Army, 
resigned from the VVA in 
December /98/. In Octo/Nr /980he 
retired from the Army after com­
pleting 12 years' active sen1icr. 

· Robert 0. Muller has gaine< 
much credibility a.s a Vietnan 
veterans' activist and sdf 
appointed spokesman for Vietn.in 
veterans since he founded ,he VV I 
in 1978 . Much of that credibility i 
b~d on the fact that he wa.: 
wounded in action in April 1%! 
and is a paraglcgic, co n fined ,o : 
wheelchair for the rc-\t of his l:fe . 

This (.-redib ili1y aho served hin 
well in the early 1970,,, whcr: he wa. 
a very active national spokC\m.;u 
for the Vietnam Vcteram A11:a.:n, 
the War . 

Eleven yean later Robert Mulk 
is still spreading the \iime old a::ti 
draft, anti-military, anti--...a 
meuagc amen, America's youn; 
people . 

By his own caJ: u!a:ion, M .. l!e 
made more than ,.,.er:ty kct ::re ap 
pcarances on colle?.c cunpi.;:;c 
acro\s the nation durm~ fcbr.ia:· 
and March of th1~ year •lone 
Spo:aored by Peff!hou.u mqazmc 
his lecture, "Vie1nam Wa 
Stories," cost~ 13,$'X: and i 
Mu!ler's warn1r. 6 to Amen.,;a' 
yo1Jth or "'hat n: ight l':.i;,~n t, 
chem if they ,h ould de--:1ce to sen. 
their country in in arrncd fore~,. {J 

Its tone is .,.cry left-0( <en:er in ir 
focus on defense and forr:i.n al 
fairs inue;, and the W-minu! 
"documentary" film sho·•n wiU: i 
draws parall'!ls between the Viet 
nam Wa.r lllld the sitiution today ii 
El Salvador. 



En tit led Heroes, the film ,was 
P,r.0duc: d, 'some eighteen months 
ago by Englishmen David Munro 
and John.Pilger. One California vet 

• who saw the whole show told me 
afterward, '.' I couldn't believe 
Muller was saying those thin&.sl I he 
a Communist?"[// 

In 1971 Muller was featured in 
The New Soldier, by John Kerry 
and the Vietnam Veterans Against 
the War (Macmillan, 1971). In this 

book: he said: "I think Vic;nam • 
may have sen·ed a purpose and this 
is where my personal hope for the 
fu ture lies : that Vietnam was the 
catalyst that precipitated a social 
revolution, and I hope it's a revolu­
tion because it has to happen fast. 
It has to happen very fast. "[KJ 

That Muller is making these 
speaking tours is not generally 

· known among the membership of 
his o-.,,n organ ization , and for good 
reason. First, the politics would not 
wash with very many of the men 
and women who gathered under the 
VVA ru bric for other reasons. 

In addition, many of those 
members have some hard questions 
that the elusive Mr. !'-1ullcr 3\'0ids 
answering . When Muller spoke to 
the students of :--.iagara Communi­
ty Colle;e at Buffalo, NY, last 
March 30th, members of the local 
\'VA chapter somehow got word 
that he was to talk (he ne\·er in­
formed them himself that he would 
c\·cn be in town) and w·ere in the au­
d :ence. 

The president of the Buffalo 
ch apter s:ood up and accused him 
outri6ht of using VY A seed money 
to male a do-.npaymcnt on his 
s.:00.000 Long hland home. Muller 
brushed the accusation a.side by 
promising to di!>euss it and "other 
stuff" pri\ately, after the lecture 
but he never d id give the chapte; 
president an answcr.[l/ 

The VVA is a \cry shaky 
or6aniza:ion in other respects as 
wrll. l'-o public accounting has ever 
been made of any of the money it 
ha.s ra i~ed during the five years of 
its existence-an estimated 
S~OO.COO last year alone; not much 
r · · ' t 1 "" · ' r• •t• ~r 

organizations raise, but a lot of 
money for one as small as the 
VVA .(M/ 

After five years the VY A has only 
recently (after formal complaints to 
the IRS) filed a corporate income 
tax return, as non -profit organiza­
tions arc required to do under sec­
tion .S0l(c) of the Internal Revenue 
Code when annual gross receipts 
exceed SI0,000. (N/ 

Another organizational problem 
is with the personnel who arc ap­
pointed to lead the VY A and 
manage its affairs. They have a 
tendency to be charlatans. · 

One such was Larry E . Mitchell 
late director of minority affairs fo; 
the VVA. He wu featured in Time 
in July 1981 as an up and coming 
young Vietnam vet, an ex-Army of- p 

ficer and an ex-POW . (O/ 

The truth is he was never an Ar­
my officer and he was never a 
prisoner of war, and when this was 
virtually shoved down VY A's 
throat, they were forced to let him 
go. At last report he was in the 
Philadelphia area, working for · 
CORE, trying to raise support for 
the Vietnam Veterans Against the 
War rally held in Washington this 
p~t May 12-1.S, still palming 
himself off as an cx-Army captain 
and former POW.[P/ 

Thomas A. Bird, co-founder of 
the VY A, currently a member of 
the VV A board of governors and 
artistic director of the Vet~rans 
Theatre Company of New York, is 
one of the three who went to Hanoi · 
with Muller. He has been telling 

~ople that he will head the upcom:. 
mg return trip . [QJ 

Bird's claim to fame as a Vietnam 
vet is that as a member of B Co., 
2nd BauaJion, 5th Cavalry, 1st Afr 
Cav Di\·ision, he was captured by 
the North Vietnamese when his unit 
was over-run during the battle of 
the la Orang Valley in November 
196.S.[R/ 

.1! 
The North Vietnamese took 

eleven other men along with Bird, 
held them all for 24 hours, abused 
them and then, inexplicably, left 
them naked and trussed up like 
chickens to be rescued eventually 
by advancing friendly troops . This 
is the story Bird told Al.Santoli and 
it was recorded by him in good 
faith in his best-selling oral history 
of the Vietnam War, Everything 
We Had (Random House, 1981).(S/ 

The facts arc that Bird's unit was 
part of the relief force sent to help 
belcagured clements of the 7th 
Cavalry that had been severely 
mauled and cut off by the North 
Vietnamese at the la Orang fight, 
but all the official reports of th·e ac­
tion show that Bird's unit was never 

heavily engaged with the enemy, 
never over-run, and had only six­
teen men wounded during the 
whole period, July 1st through 
December 31st, 196.S.[T/ 

Stone interview with Harbert 
published in the March 18 l 98i 
iss~e, Harbert told him thai' upon 
sccmg the bomb damage still visible 
around Hanoi, he realized that he 
"was directly responsible, not only 
for the loss of life but for the 
damage to property, and everything 
else that had been put upon those 
people" and that he "had great dif­
ficulty in accepting the fact" that 
he was seeing what he had done. 

"To sec it from a slow-moving 
plane, as opposed to seeing it al 400 
or 500 miles an hour, at 10,000 or 
IS,000 feet. .. was too real to me " 
he confessed. ' 

He also claimed to have had a 
"flashback" to his days of aerial 
dcrring-do. "Suddenly I was back 
on my last combat mission after the 
Long Binh Bridge, over the Red 
River. I closed my cye1 and I was 
right back in the AW ACS, direc­
ting an air strike . .. and the MIGS 
arc in the air and the surface-to-air 
missiles are after us. And hcarin1 
the explosions . .. it was all right 
there . . . Again." (VJ 

Harbert as a member of the 964th 

I have interviewed Bird's ex­
battalion commander, Robert V. 
Tully, now retired and living in 
Grand Praire, TX, and his ex­
company commander, Bob Lender- • 
man, who is al so retired and lives in 
Virginia . Both officers categorically 
repudiate the story Bird told San­
toli as false.[U/ 

Michael Harbert, the consulting 
firm executive mentioned earlier, 
also went to Hanoi with Muller. 
The highlight of the trip for hirJJ 
was the JO-minute crying jag he put 
on in the courtyard of the "U.S. 
War Crimes Museum" in Hanoi 
after seeing the wreckage of U.S. 
Air force planes displayed there. 
The sight brought back sad 
memories of the air war over North 
Vietnam for the ex-sergeant who 
claims to have flown 47 combat 
missions there between 1967 and 
1968. 

Airborne Early Warning and Con­
trol Squadron, which was based at 
McClelland Air Force Base 

· California, throughout the Viet: 
nam War .[W/ But the 964th had 
responsibility for "College Eye" 
missions which were flown in EC-
121 D aircraft-not "AWACS"­
flying radar stations and airborn 
control platforms equipped with 
wphisticatcd electronic gear. 

In Terry McDoncl1'1 Rollin1. 

"College Eye" missions were 
flown in orbital patterns in secure 
zones, generally over Laos, near the 
Plain of Jars, while directing the 
o~r3:1ions of attack and bombins 
mus1ons along the North 
Vietnamese-Laotian borde.r. [X/ 
The Plain of Jars is IS0-200 mile, 
west of the Hanoi and Red River 
Valley areas of North Vietnam, weU 
out of MIG and surface-to-air 
missile ranae. 

Harbert 's only overseas service 
was wit h the 964th on Taiwan , 
Republ ic of China, from r-.o~embcr 
28th, 1967 10 April 9, 1968. Accor­
ding 10 hi.s Air Force service record 
he holds the Air !'-1edal wit h on; 
oak-leaf cluster; his record shows 
no award of the Vietnam Service 
Medal . 

In an interview recemly with a 
reporter from the Wall Strttt Jour­
nal, Harbert confessed that he has 
resigned from the VV A in protn& 
over the way the organization is be· 
ing run and the direct ion it is takin& 
under Muller's leadership. 

Last year's trip provided sood 
propaganda for Hanoi from Mr. 
Muller's visit 10 Ho Chi Minh's 
mausoleum and his hero-wonhip 
of the North Vietnam~e war ef­
fort. It abo buked Muller's 
organization in some very warm 
media glow. But it produced 
nothing in the way of resolvin1 
either the Agent Orange or the 
P.OW/MIA issues . 

Muller claimed that the trip pav­
ed the way for a Defemc Dcp<L1• 
ment visit to Hanoi that occurred 1n 
February, but an aide to Mr. 
Richard Armitage. the official -.ho 
headed the delegation, informed 
me last March 22nd that the "move 
forward on the trip wn made mon­
ths before the VVA went 10 Viet­
nam. "IYJ 

Those Defense Dc:,artmcnt of­
ficiah, headed by Mr . Armitaac 
who himself spent six years i:1 Viet• 
narn, and joined by Air Force U. 
Col. John Fer, a true-to.J i fc sur • 
vivor of 1'-orth Vietnam's torturous 
POW camp~. are truly the men who 
went to Hanoi in the name or all 
this country's Vietnam ~e:crans. 

Meanwhile. the V \' A plans to 10 
back again, for further diKussioru 
that will do little more tha:i feed :he 
Communist propaganda m,ch:nc, 
and at a time ~hen the lJnitcd 
States properly honors those who 
served at American cm.aeries. On 
Memorial Day. 
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Hanoi Connection 
Robert 0 . Muller needs the North 

Vietnamese: much more than they 
need him and this nation's Vietnam 
veterans need Muller not at all. It is 
high time we pulled the plua on 
both of them . 
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VIE TN.AM :\VETERANS of AMERICA 

1. Transc'ript of ABC News " Radio 
Perspective " broa dcast 10 Octo­
ber, 1982. 

2. Note page 3. 
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G. Paul Howes 
ABC Ragio "Perspective" 
October 10, 1982 

Ordinary People for an Extraordinary Task 

They came home not as hero-es, as veterans of earlier wars 
had. They served during a period of national self-doubt, 
replete with unprecedented news coverage and demonstrations over 
the war's controversial politics. But the Vietnam war was 
like any other war. Two-point-seven million Americans went to 
Vietnam. About 1.6 million saw combat duty. Fifty-eight 
thousand lost their lives. All of them lost their innocence, 
baptized by stark reality. But they were no different from 
veterens of Valley Forge, Flander's Field, Corrigedor, Korea. 
Add to that list the Delta, the Highlands, the Arizona Territory, 
LZ Stud, Liberty Bridge, Au Shau, Khe S~nh. There's no daub~ 
that Vietnam veterans, if called, would serve again. 

One recent study shows Vietnam veterans, particularly 
POW's, rank higher in the affections of the American people 
than~ other group. And a 1980 Harris poll shows that pride, 
not shame, is the common characteristic: 

• Over 90% are glad they served their country; 
~ Almost 75% enjoyed tfieir military service; and 
o 2 out of 3 would fight again in Vietnam. 

Assistan~ecretary of Defense Richard Armitage fought for 6 
years with South Vietnamese river forces. He say~ Vietnam 
veter~ns "never received any kuddos, nor did they ask for any," 
but "they did the tough fob when it was demanded." He knows 
first-hand that Vietnam veterans who went in to hold up the 
Eisenhower-Kennedy-Johnson domino theory can say, "I told you so," 
citing the horror stories of the boat people what Armitage 
terms the "hemorrhage· from Sout/h Vietnam." 

Congressman Don Bailey, a highly-decorated Army infantry 
officer, knows a free press in wartime is invaluable to the people 
back home, but he'll never forget that it was hell on the kids 
he led in the field; what he terms "commercialized images for 
the sake of_ impact or sensationalism." With passionate advocacy 
he declares: "Don't try to turn Vietnam veterans into baby 
killers or immoral fighters for the wrong reasons. I believe 
I did the right thing, fought for the right people, for the 
right reasons, and I would do it again, and again, and again, 
and again." Armitage and Bailey see service for country as a 
lesson passed down to generations. In Armitage's words, 

~: November 10, 1982 marks the openin~ of Vietnam Veterans week. 
a nationwide salute to the men and women who served in that 
war. The 5-day salute coincides with Veterans' Day, Nov. llt~ 
both .of which pay homage ~ to the politics of particular 
wars, but to the courage and devotion to service for country 
of all veterans. 
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"I think as a parent it's a personal responsibility ... I would 
not blame the offspring for a lack of desire to serve. I would 
blame the parents." 

Vietnam veterans have been described as the "wounded gener­
ation." Indeed, many~ wounded, and many more carry the 
inevitable emotional scars of their experience. All of them 
share a lasting bond, the "brotherhood of; the Nam." Part 
of that brotherhood goes on in Nashville where Mac McGarvey, 
32 now, sells golf carts and motorcycles. It's been 13 years 
since he carried a radio for 3rd platoon, Delta Company, 5th 
Marines. He was 19 the morning he lost his arm, when the scout 
ahead of him stepped on a land mine. If he had to choose now 
between going back to Vietnam, knowing he would lose the arm, 
o~ evading the draft, Mac says he'd enlist again. 

Mac's backed out of more than a few pool halls. After all, 
who would take a, on_e-armed _!iarley_-I)_avidson. salesma_n fqr a_ po_ol __ 
shark? He says, "I don't know of any price I wouldn't pay 
to have that arm back." The toughest part: trying to button 
his left sleeve. But needing it? Mac says, no, he doesn•~ 
need it, "because it wouldn't have been right to go to Canada." 
Straight talk from a guy who, on his first trip out of the 
hospital after the arm was gone, in uniform, took a Marine 
buddy who'd lost both legs to a bar in Philadelphia -- "City 
of Brotherly Love . " Some guy asked where Mac lost the arm. 

=-Mac said Vietnam. That patr1otic American then spit on Mac's 
tie. Mac crushed his beer mug in the guy ' .s face, ·,but ·- tio 1.n o 
avail .-- six or seven other patrons beat Mac, with one arm, 
and his buddy, with no legs, bloody ; Mac McGarvey didn't go 
out in public aga~n for over three months, so afraid he 
would be identified as a Vietnam veteran. 

Mac's buddy, Tom Martin, is at home on Steppingstone 
Farm near Franklin, Tennessee. He drives a specially-equipped 
4-wheel ,driVe tractor to mow and up into the woods to hunt. 
He, too, was with 1/5 - - Dyin' Delta -- when it took 56 casual­
ties in 6 weeks during Operation Pipestone Canyon. As he 
led a squad up a hill in June 1969, Tom was shot in the back 
by a turn-coat Marine working for the Viet Cong. He's 
paralyzed from the waist down, but he views his wheel chair 
as a vehicle, not~ burden. He says "there's often an inference 
t h at because Mac lost an arm or I was paralyzed that 
somehow we've been diminished by our experience. Clearly, 
we ' ve been enr i ched ." Martin went to Vi etn a m expec ting t h e 
worst. In h is words, "If the worst is dying, it didn't happen 
to me . What I gave, the gift I had to give, was nothing more 
than dedicated service." 

For Tom's wife, Maryruth, it's a loving challenge to 
live with a man in a wheel chair who fought in a war she didn't 
support. Over the years , she 's come to "unde rs tanq, why they 
were there, what it means to them and why they feel thy would 
go back. I don ' t know if I would make .that kind of choice, 
but I understand why they would." 

Martin and McGarvey reject the "wounded generation" tag. 
They say Vietnam veterans were just orqinary people called 
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upon to serve. Martin, lawyer-trained after he came home, says 
America has yet to come to grips with Vietnam -- both the 
depth of the loss of men, and an appreciation for their devotion 
to service. Tom concludes, "I don't think as a country we've 
shared what benefits we could from the Vietnam experience, 
because we've been too caught up in the pain of it." 

The voice of the so-called "wounded generation" is Vietnam 
Veterans of America, Inc., with headquarters in Washington. 
VVA's executive Director is 36-year-old former Marine Lt. 
Bobby Muller, who founded the lobbying organization in 1978. 
Muller, like Martin, is confined to a wheel chair, the result 
of North Vietnamese gunfire in 1969. In the early 70's he 
was a national activist for Vietnam Veterans Against the War. 
Asked if he would fight again in Vietnam, he responds with a 
knowing, wry smile, "Maybe not in the Marine Corps again, 
I'll tell you that one for sure." 

Muller's -goal is to provide a focused - voice for -- the needs __ _ 
of Vietnam veterans. He claims some 60 chapters and about 
7,000 members, but there are growing defections over his 
policies. Hundreds of thousands of dollars have been raised 
in VVA's 5-year histoiy, much of it from concerts , by Charlie 
Daniels, Pat Benetar, and Bruce Springsteen. But so far, 
there's no VVA-established veteran's claim service for which 
the Veteran's Administration certified VVA. Muller says VVA 
"has failed miserably, and iia_:-•s not for want of recognition 
or the opportunity, but because there has not been specifically 
a voice for -the Vietnam veteran. We've stepped into a void, 
a vacuum ... and we haven't served as a catalyst to galvanize 
our constituency." 

Muller rails against the Reagan cutbacks on Vietnam 
veteran programs, against inaction on Agent Orange problems 
by the VA, and against Vietnam veterans in Congress for their 
lack of support. But the VVA's titular head made the task of 
galvanizing his constituency much~ difficult by taking three 
of his national directors to Hanoi last Christmas. The avowed 
purpose was to inquire about MIAs and to establish protocol for 
in-country study of Agent Orange problems. But most damaging _ 
was the group's acquiescence in laying a wreath at Ho Chi 
Minh's tomb inscribed -, "With respect, from Vietnam Veterans 
of America." Muller is asked if the trip was a slap in the 
face of Vietnam veterans? "Hell no," he retorts. "I fought. 
My buddies died. And I'm not giong to do something that's a 
slap in my own face, pal. Under no condition." But would he 
do the trip again, this time without the wreath? Yes, he says, 
he'd do it again. 

In 1969, Jim Webb was a company commander fresh out of 
the Naval Academy -- a true believer in duty, honor, country, 
raised on a family tradition of service. He was severely 
wounded. Webb's one of the most decorated Marines from Vietnam, 
awarded the Navy Cross and a chest of medals. But he remembers 
that most of his troops were you1Jger , than hhe ,.-1was .,_at 23. /'He 
learned that the Marine Corps Officer's Guidebook said little 
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about how in a war of attrition -- not the Marine's standard 
take the beach and move ahead -- he had to nurture his men, 
try to get them back alive, back . to what they called "the 
world." He says life in the bush was the most apolitical 
environment he'd ever been in: "You talk about whether you're 
getting mail, what patrol you have, whether you'll get a change_ 
of utilities . " Rather than the politics of the war, Webb says 
it's the old saying, "'When you're up to your neck in alligators, 
you don't sit around talking about why you came to drain the ' 
swamp.'" 

Webb came home, went to . law school, served as counsel to 
the House veterans Affairs -= coinm:t.ttee:- . He :·. c:ttes .:: studies·:tflat. _.: 
show Vietnam veterans today are less likely to be in prison~ 
on drugs than are ~-veterans. He says, like America's veterans 
before them, Vietnam veterans gave the most and grew the most. 
Webb believes Amere-can-s were-- never told that "the Am·eric·an · 
military was never defeated on the battlefield in Vietnam. That 
Vietnam veterans served their country well, they are healthy, 
they are strong, they are proud they served." And Webb wonders 
-- in an age when the 6: 30 news brought the war into ·America's 
living room every night -- why the rest of the truth can't 
be told. 

Webb is best known for fields of Fire, his Vietnam novel, 
about what it was like over~there. He reminds us that over 
90% of all Vietnam veterans are proud of their service, saying 
"When was the last time 90% of Americans agreed on a~ything? 
Doesn't sound like bitterness and a wounded generation to me." 

As Veteran's Day 1982 approaches, almost a decade after 
the last combat troops left what was then South Vietnam, one 
can still debate the politics of the war: from the left of 
Howdy Doody and to the right of Atilla the aun and at each 
ideological point in between. But for the veterans of Vietnam, 
the war may have ceen a strategic failure, a practical failure, 
even a political failure. But from the groundpounders who 
served their time on the Magical Mystery Tour to POWs like 
Admiral James Stockdale who survived with dignity and honor 
for 8 years in Hanoi's prison, Vietnam was not a moral failure. 
Rather, it was a noble cause, carrying ~t~honorable 
tradition of service, devotion to country. As veterans they 
share with their brothers the gifts of unselfish comradeship, 
pride, dignity, and self-worth. Today, the Vietnam veteran's 
message is clear. They're saying, "I'm proud of what I did. 
I'm 36 years old. I've got the rest of my life to live. I'd 
like the rest of the country to be as comfortable with what I 
did as I am . " 
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Slll.£Cr I n t e rv I e w w I th V t et n am Vet e ra n s 

DAVID HARTMAN: On Christmas Day, four Americans who 
are Vietnam vete''rans arrived back In this country after spending 
six days In Vietnam. Here you see Robert Muller, one of those. 
They .-went to Ha not at the I nvltatl on of the Vietnamese government. 
They were the f I rst American combat veterans to visit Vietnam 
s I n ce the w a r e n de d • 

1 Two of the men who traveled there are· with us this 
morning. Robert Mu Iler you see rtght here as he came back, and 
here you see htm with me thts morning. He's a former Marine 
Corps lieutenant. He was paralyzed from the waist down In the · 
war. He's Executive Di rector of the Vietnam Veterans of America. 
Mic.hael Harbert C?l Js the ·Associate Di rector of the organization. 
He 1 ·s a · fonner Air Force serge.ant. He flew 47 combat missions over 
V i et n am • A n d Steve Be I I , w h o cove re d t h e w a r I n V I et n am , a I s o, 
by t h ~ w a y , . ·. I s J o I n I n g us I n Wash i n gt on • 

Fl rst of a 11, Bob, 25 -- what came to my mind when I 
realtzed that you ali' · were going and coming back, the first thing 
t ha t came -t o my m i n d we re t he 2 5 0 0 o r s o f am i I i e s a n d f r I e n d s of 
those who hav~ been unaccounted for, the MIAs, the people we don't 
kn ow a bout , what ha p pen e d to th e.m • You I v e been the re now , - t o 
1-'anol, end -talked to 1-hese people. What can you te 11 those fami-
1 les and friends of the MIAs this morning of what you learned, 
how much hope that we wt 11 ever know what happened to them? What 
can you t e I I us ? 

ROBERT MULLER: We didn't receive any specific Informa­
tion about the identification of any of the remains of those 
mtssJng tn action. What we have : s impressionistic. And we have 
'the clear impression that the Vietnamese government Is wt lling t~ 
renew Its effcrts T·o provide a ful ·I accounting for those missing 
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1 n a ct I on. \-:hat we learned was they fe It very upset over the 
official response of our government to their efforts In having 
.. e-:-u rned earl 1 er th Is year three sets of rema l ns from se rv Icemen 
+hat were missing, and that they didn't desl re to continue wor­
king .. any longer with the Reagan Administration. They said, ''We 
wt 11 work wit"' you directly, as the Vietnam Veterans of Amerl ca." 
And witl'l that, they can now go back to the Ir people and, as they 
::aid to us, -cal I upon them for that extra effort In going out 
and ~ryfng to find the crash sites and where bodies maY. haye been 
burled in the past. 

HA.RTMAN: Are you saying, then, that you believe there 
Is lnformatf on potent fa I ly aval lab le that can be gotten? 

MU L LE R : Th a t ' s c I ea r I y t he l mp res s r on we re ce I v e d • 
And what's · most Important Is -- r think If you appreciate how 
consistently in their rhetoric they distinguish between the people 
In this country and our government, what they've said ls theyi re 
going to work with us, as the Vietnam Veterans of America. And 
there was clearly en Indication that there would be a renewed 
effort to provide e full accounting. And we're very hopeful that 
in the months ahead, as we continue this process of dialogue, 
addftfonal Information wt 11 be forthcoming. 

HARTMAN: Mike, this ts the 
ob·1fously. What was your Impression? 
about what you saw? 

fl rs t ti me you've been back, 
W h a t s u rp rt s e d y ou t he m os t 

MICHAEL HARBERT: Pardon me. My voice Is gone for the 
h1 st coup I e of days • · 

The strongest Impression was flying over Hanoi and not 
having .surface-to-a:r ~ mlssf les and antlal rcraft guns going off, 
flying · rn In a peaceful sftua·tton; and then the stark realfty of 
seeing the c_ountryslde outside of Hanoi. The airport ls about ~_,o.;'s. 
30 ml I.es away. The bomb craters are stl 11 there. The effects )-lil c,ftY'' 
of the war are stl 11 there, in terms of the topography of the iP4-a 
land. And it was ee rle for me to drive out of the a I rport pastiv_n('tP-1 \ 
some MIG-21s and some · captured U.S. F-1.05s that are now being -,v• 
used by the .Vietnamese and have al I of this In peaceful quiet. 

Once I got r nto the town and got to know the peop-~e, 
I went through another kind of dramatic change, of becoming at 
peace wl"th myself end my r-el!!tlonshlp to the psychological role 
th a t Ha n o I p I a ye d t n n y m r n d • I me a n I ' d b om bed i t 4 7 t I mes , o n d 
lt was always this big phantom, enigma of the headquarters of the 
enemy. Al"d I was back In a peaceful situation, which made It very 
easy t~ ~ rne ult .ately to become at pea¢e with myself about what 
I did in the wa ~. 

HARTMAI;: Bo:;, what were your l!npressl ons? 
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~1ULLER: It was an emotional roller coaster for the 
sfx days there. There were so many contrasts tn sitting down 
and - having discussions with the enemy. The doctors that we met 
with In working on the Agent Orange Issue, -one had been the per­
s on a I p h y s t c f a n t o Ge n e ra I G t a p f o r 2 0 ye a rs • A n ot h e r w a s t he 
personal p~,ysiclan to Ho Chi Minh. 

What perhaps struck me 
tl'l. ng was; especially tn Hanoi. 
de p r J vat I on a n d t he v e ry s pa rt a n 
stunning. 

the most was how stark every­
These people have nothing. The 
existence that they live was 

for me •. •• 
I th f nk the se ~ond th f ng that was a strong f mp ress 1 on 

HARTMAN: You' re ta I k Ing a bout now. 

MULLER: Now -- Is how friendly the people were. · We 
had the abl I tty to go freely throughout Hanoi. We went Into 
restaurants and shops, and we Just Introduced ourselves to people 
as Amert cans. And, In fact, there was no host I I tty, no animosity. 
For us, It was stunning. 

When we arrived and the door on the airplane opened 
and you see this NVA soldier come, with his uniform and Insignia, 
we al I tl~htened up. 

HARTMAN: Were you f rlghtened? \ 

MUL.LER: . There was 8 strong sense of being alone. 

HARBERT: wes a little frightened. Tom Byrd, one of 
the guys with us, wh~ had been captured by the NVA In the South, 
frote. a·nd hed to turn around and go back Into the plane for a 
few m I nutes. 

tt· w·es .the reality of looking a former enemy face-to­
face, not thinking that you were In a combat situation. 

r 1U L LE R : He d i d n ' t f re e z e a s m u ch a s h e h a d a des I re 
t O g O a f t e r h I m • BU t h e COO I e d d OW n • 

We wen~ do~n. We were me~ by -- we were ~rea~ed llke 
diplomats, I'd say. Tt,ey had 8 full procession of cars, end we 
were given the VIP treatment for the whole tour. And It was 
rea I I y q u t te e t rt p. 

STEVE BELL: What do you think, realistically, you 
achieved on tnls trip? 

MULLER: I think we achieved a little bit more than 
we expected to, which was to open a line of communication and 
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start talking with the Vietnamese government. We got a commlt­
men_t on four specific points. One, that they would work on a 
re new e d e f f o rt , d i re ct I y w I th us , t o p r ov i de a f u I I a cc ou n t I n g 
for the missing In action. Two, they would agree to have United 
St ates s c I e n t i st s a n d d o ct o rs I n t o V I et n am t o w o rk w i th the I r 
s c I e n t I st s a n d d o ct o rs , a s we I I a s t o g o t o . a re a s t h at we re he a -
vt ly defoliated by Agent Orange on fact-finding missions to get 
the ans we rs we · need so that f Ina I ly programs of ass i st~nce In 
thls country can be provided for the Vietnam veterans suffering 
from Agent Orarige. Thi rd, they agreed to receive continuing 
delegations of Vietnam veterans, through our organization. And 
four, through our organization again, they want to develop a 
prograrn of cultural exchange, where we can get veterans and 
others·to come through and exchange artwork, plays, etcetera. 

BELL : Now , y ou ta I k a b ou T de a I I n g d I re ct I y w I Th the 
Vietnamese, going -- In othe.r words, bypassing the United States 
Government. Isn't this a bit of a dilemma, In that the United 
States Government holds down Its dealings with Vietnam precisely 
because the Vi et~amese have Invaded Cam bod I a; the re a re a ccusa­
t Ions of the Vietnamese using chemical warfare In Cambodia and 
Laos; and the government, tn effect, ts saying you can't have 
the k'lnds of relationship you're talking about when you have the 
Vietnamese doing what they' re doing? 

MULLER: Okay. Steve, let me say very quickly we are 
not playing the .role of diplanats. We're going . there not to 
deal with the geopolitical Issues that are overriding al I of the 
considerations In all of . Indochina. We're going there slmpl.y as 
veterans who fought a war and have some real, Immediate, partlcu-
1 a r concerns that res u It f ran that war. 

The quest·lon o.f the . missing In action Is something that 
for our con~tltuency, Vletnam ··veterans, Is a great concern. And 
Jf we ·can do anyth Ing to advance that Issue and try and get a 
f u I I a-ccou ntt ng, · we' I I do it. 

On the seco~d Issue, with Agent Orange, our guys are 
suffering tremendously because of toxic chemical exposure In 
VleTnem. For -yea rs -- and you know because you've reported on 
this Issue en~ugh times on this ·program -- we have worked w-Tth 
our government, we h~ve worked with the Congress and the res-pec­
tJve Admt nlstratlons to get programs of assistance, and they have 
dented that. And they've said untl I we have the Information 
that we feel strongly, a trip to Vietnam and having U.S. scien­
tists go thare and doing works up and epidemiological studies, 
etcetera, wt II provide, we're not going . to get the program. 

So, ori a humanitarian basis, w·ith the specif I c agenda 
Items that we discussed, we're all very comfortable and opening 
1;r the dialogue with the Vietnamese government and trying to re­
S(. ·lve that. 
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BELL: I've got to tel I you that I got cal Is from Viet-
nam . veterans after you left on this trip expressing concern that 
you would In fact be used by the Vietnamese for their political 
purposes. And there were a number of statements, propaganda 
stat.ements against the U.S. Government that car.ie out durin3 your 
trip whl le you were there. I wonder how you fee I about that. 

HARTMAN: To what expent you' re being used, In about 
40-· seconds. Go ahead. 

MULLER: Okay. Two thl ngs. We got a tremendous number 
of phone cal Is and telegrams from vretnam veterans around the 
country, overwhelmingly rn support of the Initiative we took here. 

In tenns of propaganda, I'm not aware that were any 
statements that were used rn I 11 effects. Are you? 

HARTMAN: The concern thl s morn Ing -- Just very briefly 
the New York Times, one of the headlines this morning suggests 
this mornfng the welcome you got Is seen as a step by the Viet­
namese to sway A~erlcan opinion. 

, 

HARBERT: I think they were transmitting through us a 
wr 111.ngness to become more friendly with the United States. They 
say that the United States· always plays the China card, and the re-
f ore they ca n ' t de a I w i th the Un I t e d St ate s on that I eve I • I f we 
can be at least ~n avenue of communrcatlon, tt•~ good for al .I of 
us. 

HARTMAN: ·- Michael Harbe .rt, Robert Muller, welcome ·home. 
·Thank you. 

HARBERT: · Thank you. It's good to be home. 
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Veterans Return from Vietnam Visit 

JESSICA SAVITCH: The f I rst Amert can servicemen ever 
granted visas to;· return to Vietnam are now back home here In 
the United States after about a week in Vietnam. They are with 
us In . our studio this morning. They are Tom Byrd, a fonner 
lnfan·tryman. Now runs a theater. And John Terazano {?), a 
former seaman, who works with a private veterans group. The 
gentlemen are here this morning to share thel r experiences with 
us , t he I r exp e r I e n ce s I n V I et n am • 

An emotl ona I experience · for both of you, I wou Id Ima­
gine. What were your feellngs when you went back to th·e cou·ntry 
where you had fought? 

TOM BYRD: · ·. I went back with a kl nd of excitement. 
had real good feelings about ·going back. And upon landing In 
Hanoi, . all t _hese . unexpected feelings came up, warlike feeltngs. 
I Just· -- 1:don't know where they came from. I felt like I was 
In conflict with the good feelings I had in going over. Once I 
landed In Hanoi, one of the first people I saw was a Vietnamese 
soldier. All sorts of kind of very aggressive feelings came up. 
And for a couple of days, I had a real hard time with those ag­
gressive feelings. About the third day, I settled down. 

SAVITCH: Mr. Terazano, how long did It take you to 
settle In and not experience any flash backs? 

JOHN TERAZANO: It was n t ne yea rs to the month when 
left Vietnam. I left Vietnam In December of 1972. So for· 
myself, personally, It was very rewarding trip, to be able to 
go back the re. · 

I think we a 11 experienced what Tom went through for a 
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certain period of t : me. The amazing thing was, +hough, after we 
got_ to know the people, after we walked the streets and got to 
k n ow t he I I t t I e ch i I d re n a n d w h a t n ot , t h e t re e I t n es we re n o 
longer exploding, the vi I !ages· were no longer being burned In 
OU r m i n d 5 , a n d What n ot , a n d that W a S a I I p U t a S i de • We C OU I d 
see the countryside for what it was today. 

S~VITCH: This f s a rea I breakthrough. Nobody, rea I ly, 
has -- the Vietnamese have not talked to any Americans,. really, 
except In an unofficial capacity. Is this some kind of break-
through for the United States to possibly nonnaflze relations 
with the Vietnamese? Hav~ efther of you been debriefed or plan 
eny debrief t ngs wl th government off I cla Is? 

TERAZANO: We are going to be talking to the State 
Department and tel I them about our experiences and whatnot. We' re 
n ot p o I f t I c f a n s , we ' re n ot d t p I om at s • 

SAVITCH: But It's a bridge. 

TERAZA~O: It f s a b rt dge. 

SAVITCH: ••• going to go after this. 

TERAZANO: Most deftnttely, It's a bridge. And that's 
why we fee I we we re v e ry s u c ce s sf u I I n ou r t rt p • What we w a n t e d 
to do was to open the If nes of communf catf on, to be able to talk 
to the p e op I e a n d poss I b I y be the I f n k ba ck a n d f o rt h , you kn ow , 
Irrespective of ·what the . governments are going to do. And to 
open up that dtarogue, I think, Is a tremendous accomplishment. 

SAVITCH: You salq before you left, the entl re de le-
g at , ~in . w a q u ot e d a s · s.a y t n g y O.!J w a n t t o ta I k w t t h the V t et names e 
offtclals. One of your prior-tties was-the 2500 American service­
men $ti 11 11 st.ed as mt ss t ng t n actt on. The time of the braclets 
and the POW~- ts over now. American wants to put behind It, we 
are told, the feelings of the Vietnam War and everything that 
engenders. And yet t~e re a re st i I I these 2500 se rv t cemen Ii sted 
as missing In action. 

Do y_ou feel you accomplished anything on that level, 
Mr. By rd? 

BYRD: Yes, I do. Up unti I now, there's been an lm-
pas~e between our government and the Vietnamese as· to a fuller 
accounting of that Issue. And what we were able to do was gain 
t he t ru s 1" of t he V i et name s e g ov e r nm e n 1" t o s e rv e a s a con du t t f o 
i n f o rm at t on , of d i a I og u e con ce r n I n g t h a t i s s u e , a n d k e e p t he 
l!->sue In. discussion. And hopefully we' 11 come 1-o a fuller ac­
counting of those_ 2500 MIAs. 

SAVITCH: And another priority was the discussion or 
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the poss I bi lity of some kind of mutual 'J.S.-Vietnamese cooper­
ation with reg a rd ot the effect of Agent Ore nge. 

Mr. Terazano, how dt'd that turn out? 

.TERAZANO: That turned out tremendously. We got the 
agreement from _the Foreign Minister, Mr. Cao Thuc (?), tc. allow 
U. S • s c i en t f st s a n d doctors t o come f n a n d work w I th the i r s c I en­
t f sf ts -- for example, Dr. Tung, who's been studying tnfs ~ssue 
for over 10 ye·ars now -- and to help brin_g the American scfent-
t f st s f n t o t he I a b o rat o ry w h e re i t a ct u a I I y w a s use d • A n d I 
think that's a big ·accomp·lf shment, because we' 11 never get the 
answers back here in the States. We need that ff rsthand Infor­
mation . that, you know, going to Vietnam would provide ·us with. 

SAVITCH: Could you each briefly comment on your reac­
tions to how things looked fn Vietnam, the changes, the people, 
your freedom to move around, how people responded to you? 

BYRO: Hanoi was a very cold -- you know, the weather 
was very cold and damp. A very spartan existence fn Hanoi, 
poverty, and conditions were very severe. I mean ft was rea I ly 
ha rd to take. 

SAVITCH: And briefly, Mr. Terazano, your comment? 

TERAZANO: I wou Id say the same 1 There's a tremendous 
contrast between· Hanoi and Saigon. Saigon was e bustling city. 
You can see the remnants of the French and Amert can Influence 
th 8 t we h a d , y ou k n ow , a · I in os t 2 0 ye 8 rs f n the c ou n t ry • But 1: he 
people were wh8t made It for us, what made ft for me, person-
a I IY.• . They were very warm, they were very open, they were very 
hQSP,ftable. And, y -ou know, ·surprisingly, there was no animosity 
towa ·rds us, and they ·treated us very, very we I I. 

SAVITCH: Just back from Vietnam, two Vietnam veterans 
who wou Id you _recommend this to other veterans, to go back 
and to look at where they have been? 

TERAZANO: Very much so. The experience with the Viet-
namese people was ·so peaceful and warm, and ft did a world of 
good for a 11 of us. And I think . It wou Id doe world of goo(} tor 
al I Vietnam veterans~ 

SAVTICH: Gentlemen, thank you very much. And we I come 
home. 

. I 
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war hero, Penthouse magazine-sponsored 1980 and 1981. ' 
lecturer , focus of five Phil.Donahue pro- - Countering Santoli ' s attack, Muller 
grams about the plight of those who charged !he author with " betrayal" and · 

) -', fought America's most unpopular war, said that 'Santoli was motivated by a . 

\ 
shifted his dead legs In his wheelchair financial dispute over- a contract he 
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the fighting 
continues NEWYORK,SUNDAY,MAY30, 1982 

T e r · ong the V . 
VVA calls its critics "irresponsible" 

By RICHARD SISK and "lunatics." Its detractors call VVA 
a "fraud" that has been turned into a 

IT IS HARD to imagine that' the "propaganda tool" of Hanoi. 
Vietnam war would have another The controversy is, perhaps, the 
fight left in it for Americans, but inevitable legacy of America's longest 

the battle lines have · already been war, a conflict that left a gaping rift in 
drawn and old wounds are opening iri American society and maintains its 
the minds of the survivors. capacity to divide the nation in peace. 

On one side is a group called the What brought matters to a head was 
Vietnam Veterans of America-backed · the controversial trip last December to 
by Penthouse magazine, corporation Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City (formerly 
and foundation grants, ', rock concert Saigon) by a four-member VV A delega-

The Vietnam Veterans of America 
visit_ Hanoi today amid -questions 
about their. motives and funding 

benefits and generally favorable media 
coverage-which is seeking to mold the 
estimated nine million Vietnam-era 
veterans into a political force. 

On the other side is a diverse collec­
. tion of groups and individuals, ranging 
from the American Legion and the 
Afro-American Veterans Association 
to the wives of missing pilots and 
disillusioned VV A members. 

They question the motives, goals, 
~ .ctics and funding of the VV A, as well 
Js the combat credentials claimed . by 

~UjO ~ its leaders. 

tion led by the group's executive direc­
tor, Robert Muller, a former Marine 
officer whose Vietnam wounds left 
him a paraplegic. The visit was paid for 
with about $20,000 of Penthouse 
money. 

What will keep matters boiling is the 
current trip to Vietnam by a nine­
member VVA delegation that-will coin• 
cide with Memorial Day and the pre­
sence in Hanoi of Mike Wallace and a 
"60 Minutes" film crew. 

Muller raid the trips were set up to 
(Continued on page 102) Bob Muller's Vletnam·vets of Af!lerlca Is one of Penthouse's pet ~jects. , 



Continued from page 5 She saw Harbert on the Donahue Corp. in Texas, was a lieutenant col-
Show and says she couldn't believe onel and Bird's battalion commander. 
that Harbert, as a sergeant, had ever "This guy and I weren't in the same 
flown in Fl05s. Through the Freedom war," Tully said. Bird's account was 
of. Information Act, she obtained data "full of inaccuracies!" the unit "did not 
on Harbert from the National Person; take heavy casualt es" an.d "to my 
nel Records Center in Sl Louis. The knowledge, nobody was captured," be 

discuss the Americans still listed as ' 
missing in action (MIAs), the effects of 
the defoliant Agent Orange, cultural 
exchanges and programs to aid the 
offspring of American servicemen and 
Vietnamese women. 

VV A's critics fear that · Hanoi will 
seek to use the visits to turn attention 
away from the plight of the boat peo­
ple and U.S. charges that Vietnam has 
used "yellow rain" chemical warfare in• 
the invasion of Cambodia. 

records show that . Harbert did not . saiit a meeting with Bird and Muller, 
receive Vietnam Service or Vietnam Bird was asked if he knew Tully.-
Campaign Medals, which routinely "Yeah, Ll Col. Tully, yeah," he •aid. 
went to all who serv·ed anywhere in, Then he walked out of the room. 

· around or over Vietnam. . 
"There is no way he could have Muller's comment: "I'm not going to 

flown the missions he claims to have let discussions deteriorate to this level. 

The fears apparently have some 
justification. An official Vietnamese 
report on the first trip said: "The 
purpose of the delegation's visit is to 
gather information about the effects of 
the U.S. chemical warfare in Vietnam 
in order to denounce it before public . 
opinion." 

· There's no way in hell we're going to 
flown. We're furious," said Mrs. Sher- be able to substantiate, oftentimes in i , 
idan, whose husband, Francis, flew majority of cases, what our tours of 
more than 1oo·missions over Vietnam. duty were." · . 

Harbert's records and VVA pro- Yet the questions persist on Just· 
motional material state that be was how representative the VV A is and 
attached to the 964th Airborne Early whether It genuinely serves the needs 
Warning and Control Squadron during of the veteran. , 
parts of 1967 and 1968. VV A material It is undisputed that thousands of 

THER VETERANS' organiza-
tions were outraged that the 
VV A delegation on the first 

trip laid a wreath marked "with re­
spect" at the tomb of Ho Chi Minh. 
Muller, in an interview last week, said: 
"If I had it to do over again, we 
probably would not have gone through 
with that wreath-laying exercise." · 

A lot of the criticism of the VV A 
focuses on the combat credentials of 

The first VVA delegation to :H~noi 
laid a wreath marked 'with respect' 

at the tomb ·of Ho Chi Minh 
some of its officers. 
• Larry Mitchell was formerly the 
minority affairs director of VV A. Last says "he flew 47 combat missions over 
year, !-.;;: .. j,,proached Ann Mills Griff. North and South Vietnam." 
iths of the National League of Fami- Military records show that the 964th 
lies, a private group that wants Viet· . had headquarters in Taiwan but also 
nam to give a full accounting of the had forward deployment at a base in 
MIAs, and represented himself as a Thailand which flew EC12ls, a version 
former Greeri Beret officer and prison- of the old propeller-driven Super Con­
er of war. stellation that was modified for radar 

She became suspicious and ~becked surveillance and radio jamming. 
his credentials. She could find no re- The unarmed planes would have 
cord of Mitchell's ever having been an · been easy prey for missiles and Mig 
officer or a POW. fighters. Warren Trest, of the Air 

Muller says Mitchell is no longer Force Historian's office in Washing­
with the VVA. "It's my fault personal- ton, said "It's highly doubtful those 
ly for not pursuing further" Mitchell's planes ever flew over Vietnam. They 
.background, he said. were most likely on the peripheey in 
• Michael Harbert, a former Air Force border areas." 
sergeant, was with the vv A delegation . Harbert was unavailable l.ast week 

to answer questions on his claimed 
that made the first trip to Vietnam. combat record. The Manhattan public 
While there, he spoke movingly of the ks id h 
destruction he personally had inflicted relations firm where he wor sa e 

was in Alaska. · . 
in his many bombing missions over . • Tom Bird was with the first VVA 
North Vietnam. He also appeared on delegation to travel to Vietnam and is 
the Phil Donahue Show and spoke of ~eading the second visit. 
his missions in F105 fighter-bombers. He gave a compelling account of 

Harbert -may have meant to convey being captured, tortured and released 
that be had a part, as an apprentice by the North Vietnamese in the well-

. radar operator on surveilrance air- · ' received oral history of the war, 
craft, in coordinating air strikes made "Everything we Had," by Al SantolL 
by Fl05s, but that was not the impres- According to Bird, the incident in 
sion be gave. . October 1965 occurred during a fierce 

Patti Sheridan, of Wichita, Kan., ls firefight in which hls unit was overrun 
executive secretary of the Red River . .and took many casualties. 
Valley Assn., an organiza\ion of pilots Bird served with the 2d Battalion, 
ir,d crew who flew missions in Viet- 5th Cavalry Regiment, of the 1st Clval-

. nam. The group takes its name from ry Pivlslon. Robert Tully, now a train-
North Vietnam's Red River. inc coordinator wlth Aerospatlale 

Vietnam veterans have had problems 
coping with their war experience, but 
the methods for dealing with the prob­
lem are diverse. While other veterans' 
organizations focus on meeting indi• 
vidual needs, Muller says that "Ser­
vices are not our primary task." 

He said the -goal is to "organize 
ourselves into a viable political consti• 
tuency so that we can argue for expen­
sive benefit programs from a position 
of political strength." 

P OLITICS IS money, and the 
VV A has been raising it in a 
variety of ways. There are $9 · 

dues from the estimated 8,000 members 
that VV A claims, and Muller has also 
been successful in attracting grants 
from Exxon and the Ford, Luce and 
Joyce Foundations, among others. 
. There have also been VV A benefit 
concerts by Bruce Springsteen, Charlie . 
Daniels and Pat Benatar. 

Muller produced tax returns for last · 
year and a report by a Manhattan 
accounting firm that be said justified 
all ·tunds taken in and spent. But 
former VVA members said be was not 
so forthcoming in iupplying financial 
information to them. 
· Pat Kelly, director of an upstate, 
federally funded job-training program, 
was president of the Buffalo chapter of . 
VV A. "We requested information as to 
what Wai being done with the dues and 
other money," he said. "We never 1ot 
answers • ( · , 
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He iaid It was his understandinl 
·that tlie purpose of the VV A was to set 
up,,..servlces to provide legal advice and 

-b~lp with veterans' benefit claims. 
"None of those services ever came to 
tniitlon," Kelly aald. . 

Kelly la but one -of a. number of 
members-and whole chapteri,--who 
have restgned from VV A to protest the 
direction taken by Muller. 

Despite the resignations, Muller 
aaid, "We've had overwhelming 1up­
port for our initiative last December. 
Every 1ingle chapter has endorsed 
what we're doing." 

But it appears that at least one 
claimed endorsement-that of the State 
Department-was never made. 

AMES MENARD, of the East 
Allan desk, said the State Depart­
ment u a courtesy provided 

briefings for the group before both 
Vietnam trips; the VVA portrayed this 
u an endorsement by the administra­
tion. "That was not the case," Menard 
aaJd, "and they apologized." 

VV A promotional material adver-
. tlaes the group as "the only national 
organization working solely on the 
problems of Vietnam veterans." Muller 
said, "I don't know of another group 
that carries that distinction." 

Thia would seem to deny the exist­
Jnce of more than 100 Viet vet groups 
rJngin& from storefront operations to 
the United Vietnam Veterans Organiza, 
tlon, which, according to a spokesman, 
has 167 chapters nationwide and 15,000 
members, almost twice the size of the 
VV A's claimed membership. 

The UVVO was formed by Dave 
Christian, a highly decorated former 
Army officer who resigned from the 
VVA to protest Muller's direction, the 
spokesman said. · · 

The controversies surrounding 
VV A have led many veterans' organiza­
tions to denounce the group and Mul­
·ler in exceptionally harsh terms. 

Cooper Holt, executive director of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, ■aid 
"They're just in ft to raise ·money and 
promote themselves." 

Joan Maiman, a leader of the Chica­
go-baaed Veterans Leadership Confer­
ence and a former Red Cross nurse in 

-Vietnam, said the VV A's tactics are 
"disgusting, absolutely disgusting. 
We've had unbelievable feedback from 
vets. People have had it up to here with 
Bobby (Muller)." 

Rev. Charles Smith, executive direc­
tor of the Afro-American Veterans 
Assn., said: "They're shams. Th_ey're 
just a political front• 

Muller laid the aim of the vv A wa, 
"to relate to the Vietnamese u people 
instead of relatin1 . to them u I 
tended-II 1ookl. The question hu to 
be uked more and more 'Why did we 
fight thue people?' And that'• 10me­
thin1 that ahould be reflected upon 
.this Memorial Day.• 
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? ,._/·•:~. ~ •. ; ·: • ,;,,t;tj_~: ·. ··:'•·.:·_,t~1,;_a. maklna.'anoUfor:trtp.,As of U1lhvrltlng,-•h'ftature-•what'1('-promotfonal brochlil'e4 de-~t :· of U.S. ·prisoners In Vietnam. It Is gener· . 
': •; · , : Uy DAN CIAOO .: ·; ,. · ·· : ,;,... · .,· another WA delegation plans to lean• with· scribes as a "documentary mrn on the ally thought thal I( U.S.. prlsonrrs do exist, 
· . Last December, 11 delegaUon from the In the next few days from New York to meet Vietnam War, Vietnam today and the U.S. . lhe Vlelnamc:;e will use lhem to try to ex• 
Vietnam Veterans of America made a : with Vietnam's government In Hanoi. mllltary Involvement abroad, with compa• tract economic concessions from · the U.S. 
widely publicized trip to meet with repre• Mr. Muller Isn't making this trip (a ratlve mm clips of fighting In El Salvador This ls about lhe most volatile Issue left 

VVA associate Is leading the .n-nupl, but It and Vietnam." Titled ·"Heroes," lhe mm over from vie· tnam. Does Mr. •·tull"r think sentallves of the Vietnamese government , b·- ,. ,. 
In Hanoi. The group was led by Robert . . Is not likely lhat the visit will escape public · was produced by Englishmen David Munro· ·. what he's doing will make lhlngs better or . 
Mull('r, the executive director and moving notlce-U1e delegation Includes Mike Wal· ·. · and John Pilger SOIJle 18 months ago, and worse for the MIA families In the U.S.? · ;. 
force of Vietnam Veterans or . America.. lace of CBS's "60 Minutes" and Joseph • features Mr. Muller,' among others. . ; Since Mr: Muller and VVA seem Intent /; 
That trip may In the end prove fatal to the · -Papp, the New York theatrical producer. . One of the others Is David Christian, a . · on establishing a continuing· relationship 
VVA. ~r. Muller promotes the Vietnam . Vet· highly decorated Army officer and founder . with the Hanoi government, would Mr .I 

Mr. Muller's suggestion that the delega· crans of America as "lhe only national, ex· · of the United Vietnam Veterans Organlza• . Muller be willing to give his opinlol\ :-Of, 
elusively Vietnam-era veterans' organlza• · tlon, who confesses he has never seen the · , what has become or Vietnam In th_y, arter· '. 

tlon visit-Ho Chi Mlnh's tomb, and his ac· tlon In America.' '. As a legitimate combat Olm. "The filmmakers kept asking me did · math of the war-his oplnlo!I of lJ!t' govern• 
quiescence In laying on the Communist d 1 1 M M II h I r I II h I did I v· · bo leader's gr· ave a wreath Inscribed, "With ·casualty an . a parap cg c, r. u er as ee any gu lover w at n 1etnam. ment's concentration camps, the at peo-

enomtous credibility, He Is · always wel· I s:1.ld, 'What guilt? I'm proud of what my . . pie, the economic collapsr,7,,7 · . 
respect, from the · Vietnam Veterans of come on talk shows like the Phll Donahue men and I did In Vietnam,'" Mr. Christian . Finally, Robert Mullet Is a prominent 
America;" has cost him lmme,1sely In I b J rl f · .,. , be terms of credibility ainona veterans who : Show, soug tl out Y reporters an w ters · told me. The film also Includes clips o vet~ .. .- spokesmau for V~tn:tm veterans cause : 

" : as an expert on Vietnam veterans' affairs erans throwing their medals over the. , · the press made him prominent. Would It be , 
served ln Vietnam. But the long-lasting and asked to participate In. symposia and While House fence during U1e 1971 VVA an·. ··' too much lo ask rl'porters to take a close :"~ 
damage · to . the VVA's rerutation comes Is h from the fact that Mr. Muller's visit did lit· discussions. In the national angst over the ti-war demom;tratlon. That Mr. Muller · · look at thL<; or.ganization? How are t e :~ 

. Vietnam war, Robert Muller managed to making appearances' where this film Is · VVA's dues spent? To finance these trips? 
lie more tha11 convert the group Into a pro- emerge 'as a . legitimate spokesman for. shown Is no\ generally known among the · Where ls the money coming from (or 011.s ·: 
paganda conduit ror the North Vietnamese . . · America's nine million Victn:irn-era veter• .,. members of :he VVA. The film's decidedly . week's trip? IRS rules require nonprofit / 
· In Its Dec. 20, 1981, Issue, the Hanoi · · ans. In March, a spokesman 11ut the VVA's left-of-center focus on defense and foreign groups to me financial statr.ments each : :.; 
dally newspap"r Quan · Doi Nhan Dan _. membership at "less than 10,000." affairs Issues does not represent the major• · year, but the VV A .has never given its ·: 
IPt.'Oplt>'s Armyl announced: "1'~ollowlng Disclaiming any experllse In diplomacy, . lty opinion or the people who make up U1e , members an accounting of how Its money ; : 
the requr.st of the Vietnam Veteran Asso- the VVA went to Hanoi last December to VVA's membership. ' · Is spent. · ' · · 
elation ur America, n delegation or repre- conduct talk11 on what ll d"scrll>ed as a · If, as looks lo be the case, the press Is I Joined lhe VVA In October 1!181. 1. 
sentatlves of that organlzalion l«:'d by Its . "vrl('ran·to-veteran'.' basis, hoping to "loy going to treat Mr. Mullnr nnd his org:ml~· · : wanted lo ma~t! a posltlvf! statement about !'• 
prr.sld('•1t, Mr. Rubert Muller, arrived In lhe gl'oundwork" for "Stirlous" govern• lion's dt>nllngs with Hanoi as a legitimate · ,. lhe war and Its veterans, and I mnde It by . 
Hanoi to wo_rk wtll1 the National Commll· menHo-govClrnment negotiations on the news story, then perhaps reporters like Joining the VVA, Al first I wasn't di$llp· . 
tee to Investigate the efft.ets of U.S. cheml• POW /MIA and Agent orange Issues. The .. Mr. Wallace could ask Mr. Muller some pointed-U1e men and women who mak1! up ~' 
cal warfare In ,Vlet~am .• ; , The purpose of : : group has shown a conspicuous Jack of re- · questions about what he's doing: . · the organization's rank and file are among : •I 
the delegation s visit Is to gather lnforma• · suits on either scom. . . Just what does Mr. Muller expect Hanoi , the finest, most dcllicated Individuals I ; ! 
lion about lhc effects or lhc U.S. chemical Thougll . Mr. Muller says he went lo to do rcr . lllm on lhe Agent Orange ,~ue? , ·. have kuown. But when Mr. Muller ac• ,; ! 
warfare In Vielnam In order to denounce It ; Vietnam to resolve lhc POW/MIA .Issue, And docs It holher him that the Vietnam; ·· quiesced II\ laying that wreath on Ho Chi . • 
before public opinion ..• ,.'' only reluctantly and al the last minute did ese have said In their party newspaper that · Minh's tomb last December, I and seven · '.' 

Howt•ver dlfflcult It Is for many Viel· . he confer with a1Jyone knowledgeable they are Interested In Agent Orange as a . other membei-s of Uie Washington, D.C., 1 
nam veterans to see what good can come ; about Ule ·issue. And he return«:'d from means or denouncing the U.S.? · chapter quit. . . :: 

· from what Mr. Muller describes as his . there only to spout off the same old and · Docs Mr. Muller have any reason to be- The VVA Is a changed g1·0111>. When, 
"dialogue·• with Uie . Ha11ol govemmenl, dlscredilL"d propaganda thal . Hanoi has lleve that the Vietnamese will -give his they and their co111p:mlons makt• their 1. 

th"re is evidcutly litllc doubt In bis mind bc"n trying lo feed us for over a decade, .· group substantive Information about U.S. splash In Hanoi lhls wet~k. one hopes the . 
nboul lhe vv A's growing relationship with Jndet.'(f, M1·. Mull"r devott's co11slderable soldiers missing In action? The MIA nunor · public will . not confuse the Vietnam Velttr· 1 ' 
VMnam's Communists, because the gro1ip Ume to giving Jcclurt_.s on campus, which mill has been rife with rfports of sightings . ans o( America wllb Vletn:1m's veterans. .. · ,· I . Mr. Crngg, who 'spent Jive and one-l111~ . 

. • years in Vietnam, retired from the An11.11 
. in 1980 after ft .11enr-s flctivt' service. , , ------====~==:::=:::::====~ ---- .... '" .. 




