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THE WHITE HOUSE /’ .
) ‘ WASHINGTON T l\%j
November 9, 1981 )

MEETING WITH VIETNAM VETERANS
DERSHIP PROGRAM REPRESENTATIVES

DATE : NOVEMBER 10, 19381
LOCATION: ROSE GARDEN
TIME: 11:45 a.m. - 12:00 noon

FROM: ELIZABETH H. DOLﬁEiigzl\\

PURPOSE

To increase public awareness of the emerging leadership role of the
nation's Vietnam veterans through recognition of the new Vietnam
Veterans Leadership Program (VVLP).

BACKGROUND

The vast majority of Vietnam veterans have readjusted into the main-
stream and are now moving into leadership roles throughout society.
The leaders before you are successful veterans who are stepping for-
ward as volunteers to help their fellow veterans who still face
lingering problems associated with their service in Vietnam.
Administered by ACTION, this new Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program
is an important new thread in the support fabric of the veterans'
services. In June, you approved the unanimous recommendation of the
Human Resources Cabinet Council aad instituted the VVLP. Following
your remarks, Tom Pauken will introduce you to each of the Vietnam
veteran ' volunteers (31), who will be assembled in the Rose Garden.
The veterans plan to use photos of these handshakes to promote the
program at the community level.

PARTICIPANTS: Elizabeth H. Dole; Tom Pauken, Morton Blackwell; and
a group of 31 prominent Vietnam veterans and others associated with
the program (list attached).

PRESS PLAN: Full press coverage.

11:44 a.m. Welcoming remarks by Elizabeth Dole.

11:45 a.m. Upon announcement, you depart Oval Office and proceed
directly to Rose Garden podium for remarks.

11:48 a.m. On conclusion of your remarks, you will remain at the
podium while Tom Pauken, ACTION Director, thanks you
on behalf of the Vietnam veterans and invites you to
greet assembled V :erans. ‘

12:00 noon You depart Rose Garden and return to Ov Office.
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JOHN BAINES: Chairman, San Antonio VVLP; international
commercial real estate developer; U.S. Navy
Seabee--built the longest bridge in Vietnam at
the time. ’

SAM BARTHOLOMEW: Chairman, Tennessee VVLP; attorney; former
legislative assistant to Senator Howard Baker;
West Point Distinguished Cadet; patrolled
Cambodian border with 4th Calvary.

KIP BECKER: Chairman, Wilmington VVLP; Ph.D.; Assistant Dean,
Wilmington College; U.S. Army gunship pilot.

DAVID DECHANT: Program Director, Baltimore VVLP; restaurant
manager; Marine scout; spent a total of 31 months
in Vietnam.

RICK EILERT: Volunteer, Chicago VVLP; Marine rifleman; retired
by reason of wounds; author of two novels which
he plans to publish.

JOHN FALES, JR.: Advisor,VVLP; Employment Director, Blinded
Veterans Association; Marine forward observer;
wounded in Vietnam in 1967.

FRANCIS GUEST: Volunteer, Tennessee VVLP; Administrator,
Tennessee GSA; Air Force in-country veteran.

WAYNE HANBY: Program Director, Wilmington VVLP; former Justice
of the Peace; Marine rifleman; retired from
wounds received.

JIM HARTDEGEN: Volunteer, VVLP; Arizona State Legislator;
Vietnam combat veteran.

DAVID HUFFMAN: Program Advisor, Wilmington VVLP; blinded in
Vietnam as Marine rifleman; first blind graduate
of Delaware Law School.

BILT. .TAVNE: Deputy Director, VVLP; Marine rifleman; wounded
at Khe Sanh during Tet offensive of 1968; author
of "Immigrants from the Combat Zone" appearing
in THE WOUNDED GENERATION.
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JOHN MCCAIN: Advisor, VVLP; prisoner-of-war 1967-73; now
Vice President of Hensley Company, Phoenix.

JCCK NASH: Volunteer, VVLP; Chief Counsel and Stafi Director,
Subcommittee on Regulatory Reform, Senate
Committee on the Judiciary; infantry platoon
commander in Vietnam.



WALLACE NUNN:
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MAX PATTERSON:
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MARK TREANOR:
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Volunteer, Philadelphia VVLP; graduate of

Villanova University; is an investment banker

in Philadelphia; served in Vietnam as a heli-
copter door gunner with the 1l01lst Airborne Division.

Chairman, Philadelphia VVLP; attorney; first of
group of dis¢ »o5led persons to top Mt. Rainier last
summer; Army platoon leader; wounded on Cambodian
border and lost part of his leg.

Volunteer, VVLP; Chief of Police, Windsor,
Connecticut.

Director, ACTION; enlisted in Army; served one
tour in-country as Intelligence Officer.

Medical Doctor; advisor to VVLP; Georgetown
University faculty member; was Army combat medic.

Volunteer, VVLP; Deputy Undersecretary of Labor,
International Affairs; was with 10lst Airborne in
Vietnam.

Program Director, San Antonio VVLP; highly decorated;
wounded twice while serving two tours as Marine
officer.

Deputy Director, VVLP; Naval Academy graduate;
Marine F-4 pilot.

Chairman, Baltimore VVLP; attorney; Annapolis
graduate; Marine rifle platoon commander with 1lst
Marine Division.

Advisor to VVLP; author of the best-selling
FIELDS OF FIRE and A SENSE OF HONOR; Marine
platoon commander; Navy Cross.

Director, VVLP; co-founder of Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Fund; attorney; co-author of THE WOUNDED
GENERATION; West Point graduate; Captain in
Vietnam.

Deputy Administrator-designate, Veterans
Administration; squad leader in Vietnam - was
wounded twice; served with his brother in the
same squad; his brother was wounded three times.



SPECIAL GUESTS (cont.)

MARCIA TMNPAU: Media Director, VVLP.

FANORABLE THOMAS LOEFFLER: Congressman; strong supporter of VVLP;
) ' responsible for San Antonio VVLP.

HONORABLE JOHN P. MURTHA: Congressman; Korean veteran who reenlisted
to-serve in Vietnamn.

JIM McCLOSKEY: Program Director, Philadelphia VVLP; economist; was
U.S. Army adviser to South Vietnamese.
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VIETNAM VETERANS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM, NOVEMBER 10, 1981

It is appropriate that on the eve of Veterans Day 1981
we meet to inaugurate a program aimed at helping a
group of veterans that never received the thanks they

deserved for their extraordinary courage and dedication.

There is no need to reiterate the tragedy of Vietnam.

This long, dragged out Southeast Asian conflict divided

our Nation and damaged America's self image.

Yet when called upon, there were millions of young
Americans who did their duty and demonstrated courage
and dedication in the finest tradition of the American

military.

I want to express my appreciation to these veterans
with us today for their service during the war and for

their continued voluntary service to the Nation.

It is important to recognize that the vast majority of
a

from Southeast Asia. Contrary to the stereotype, many

of these fine young people have excelled in their

endeavors. Those of you with us today are outstanding

examples of this fact.
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-— Nevertheless, there are those who have f¢ 1d it difficult
to come to grips with problems that can be traced to
their military service. The Vietnam Veterans Leadership
Program is designed to draw volunteers from the pool of
successful vgrs in order to provide guidance for those

~ with lingering problems.

-— This volunteer self-help program is within the spirit
of brotherhood that has characterized_American veterans

of every war. Such comradery is even more important

for those who fought in Vietnam.

- Those of you who will be doing your part to make this
program a success deserve a special thanks. In these
times of budget restrictions all of us must be aware
that showing our gratitﬁde to Vietnam veterans, and
helping those still in need, will require more than
Government tax dollars can provide; I hope that every
American wrll follow your example and reach out individually
to extend a hand of appreciation, and, where needed, a

of > 11 our f£f: \ \

- Americans should always remember that infa hostile
world a nation's future is only as certain as the devotion
of its soldiers -- and soldiers will be as loyal to the

nation as the nation is loyal to them. This program
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is one way of expressing our commitment not only to
Vietnam vets but all thosc who now serve their country.
So thanks to all of you for participating in this

fine effort.
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MR. PAUKEN: No, but it will be available up here if
anybody has any individual questions of any of the members.

0 Private corporations?
MR. PAUKEN: Well, we'll be focusing on private corporations.
Q You've got doubts?
MR. PAUKEN: Yes, we have -- we've spoken to a number.
Q Can you name some?
MR. PAUKEN: At this point I would rather not. I mean,
I -- because I can't develop an exhar tive list off the top my head.

It would be unfair to those whom I neglected to include.

Well, we will be issuing a statement very shortly.

END 11:27 A.M. EST








