Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files

Folder Title: Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program -
ACTION: 11/10/1981
(30f4)

Box: 52

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.qov/archives/diqital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/



https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/




-2 -

ACTION will assist the new source of volunteers, the Vietnam veterans, by
structuring this project, utilizing our organization to provide technical
assi: ince so that the Vietnam veteran volunteers in each community will:

(1) Increase the receptivity of employers in each
commuinity to hiring Vietnam veterans, through contacts
with Vietnam veterans occupying key positions in business
and industry;

(2) Persuade local institutions to make more resources
available to the solution of Vietnam veterans' problems;

(3) Encourage and help Vietnam veterans to make full
use of all federal, state, and community government
activities that support them (for example: programs of VA,
HHS and DOL);

(4) Encourage and help Vietnam veterans to make full
use of all volunteer activities that support them,
especially those of the veterans organizations;

(5) Aid and support (when appropriate) the Veterans
Administration Vietnam veteran counseling centers; and

(6) Encourage membership in wveteran volunteer programs
(such as Veterans Administration Volunteer Services).

PROGRAM IMPLEMFNTATION

Tt Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program will be headed by a National Program
Director and will focus its efforts in 50 communities nationwide at a cost
of $2 million per year through the end of Fiscal Year 1984, when the federal
role through ACTION will phase out. R jnizing the differences among
communities, the program will encourage and assist local initiative among
Vietnam veteran leaders, rather than impose a single design on all 50
commnities. To do this, assessment of the needs of Vietnam veterans in
each community will be conducted prior to the formal implementation of the
Program in the community. ACTION will assist in the development of a

volunteer advisory committee and interagency coordinating meetings in
desian a Vietnam veterana leadercshin nlan.
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Each community program will have a project director to serve as a catalyst
for volunteer activity. The project director will be responsible for the
implementation of the leadership plan, and will also make the appropriate
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be the National Program Di1 :tor of this project and all who will be directly
responsible for implementing it.

There is strong evidence that this woluntarism approach will work: the
fellowship among many Vietnam veterans is strong, as exemplified, for
example, in the successful organization (by volunteer Vietnam veteran
professionals) of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, which is co-sponsored
by First Lady Nancy Reagan, and which has been entrusted with creating a
national landscaped memorial on two acres in the Mall area.
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TS (cont.)

MARCTA T.ANDAU: Media Director, VVLP.

HONORABLE THOMAS LOEFFLER: Congressman; strong suppor 2r of VI P;
responsible for San Antonio VVLP.

HONORABLE JOHN P. MURTHA: Congres 1an; Korean veteran who reenlisted
to serve in Vietnam.

JIM 'CLOSKEY : Program Director, Philadelphia VVLP; economist; was
U.S. Army advis - to South Vietnamese.



(Rohrabacher/TD)
Novemt - 9, 1981

VIETNAM VETERANS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM, NOVEMBER 10, 1981

It is appropriate that on the eve of Veterans Day 1981
we meet to inaugurate a program aimed at helping a
group of veterans that r ser received the thanks they

deserved for their extraordinary courage and dedication.

There is no need to reiterate the tragedy of Vietnam.
This long, dragged out Southeast Asian conflict divided

our Nation and damaged America's self image.

Yet when called upon, there were millions of young
Americans who did their duty and demonstrated courage
and dedication in the fir st tradition of the American

military.

I want to express my app: ‘@iation to these veterans
with us today for their service during the war and for

their continued voluntary service to the Nation.

It is important to recognize that the vast majority of
X \ S

com Southe : Asia. Contrary to tl _Teotyr . r oy
of these fine young people have excelled in their
endeavors. Those of you with us today are outstanding

examples of this fact.



Nevertheless, there are those who have found it difficult
to come to grips with problems that can be traced to
their military service. The Vietnam Veterans Leadership
Program is designed to draw volunteers from the pool of
successful vets in or¢ - to provide guidance for those

with lingering problems.

This volunteer self-help program is within the spirit
of brotherhood that has characterized.American veterans
of every war. Such comradery is ren more : jortant

for those who fought in Vietnam.

Those of you who will be doing your part to make this
program a success deserve a special thanks. In these

times of budget restrictions all of us must be aware

that showing our gratitude to Vietnam veterans, and

helping those still in need, will require more than
Government tax dollars can provide; I hope that every
American will follow your example and reach out individually
to extend a hand of appreciation, and, where needed, a

hand of assistance to all our fine Vietnam veterans.

Americans should always remember that in a hostile
world a nation's future is only as certain as the devotion

of its sol .ers -- ar >ldier will t a 1loyal to the

nation as the nation is loyal to them. This program
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is one way of expressing our commitment not only to
Vietnam vets but all th¢ =2 who now serve their country.
So thanks to all of you for participating in this

fine effort.








