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White House 
Washington, D.C. 
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KOC)N 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20525 

March 31, 1982 
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VIE11IANI VETERANS AGAINST THE WAR 

National Office 
1 

P.O. Box 25592, Chicago, IL 80625 

April 1.3, 1982 

Ms. Elizabeth Hanford Dole 
Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Dole: 

NATJOHAL COOROlilATORS 
BIi Davi• 
_,_ 
Sarr,-
_, __ 
Peter Z...trow i-,..,,._.. 
.John Undqulat 
i. .. ,-

On behalf of the National Office of Vietnam Veterans Against the War, I 
am contacting you at the suggestion of Camille Haney, a friend and former 
co-worker of mine at the Wisconsin Department of Justice. As you probably 
know , "Operation Dewey Canyon IV" under the auspices of our national 
organ i zation is scheduled to take place in Washington from May 12 through 
Ma y 15, 1982. The basic objective is to focus attention and attempt to 
obt ain remedial program changes and/or legislation with regard to matters 
wh i ch are of vital concern to Vietnam veterans and their families includ
i ng , in particular, Veterans Administration job, medical, and educational 
benefit s; and Agent Orange testing, treatment, and compensation. 

One of the events scheduled for the final day is a wreath laying ceremony 
a t Arlington National Cemetery. On each prior occasion that Vietnam 
Ve t e rans Against the War has requested a ·permit to perform this ceremony, 
the permi t has been denied. Each time the Vietnam veterans still peace
f ully went to Arlington only to be locked out. To me , and many other 
ve t erans and non-veterans alike, this is a real tragedy--especially for 
veteran s of a war whose service and sacrifices have basically gone un
recogni ze d to date. It appears that the Arlington permit for May 15,1982 
will also be denied. There are reasons I am sure which can be used to 
just i fy doi ng s o i ncluding certain federal regulations .' However, the 
equities i nvolve d should override these factors. 

On May 15th , the Vie tnam veterans and their families want only the opportuni
ty to enter Arling t on National Cemetery to lay a wreath in the memory of 
those Vietnam ve t erans who will never come home, as well as those who are 
struggling with t he effects of Agent Orange and delayed post-traumatic stress 
disorders so they can eventually come home. If necessary, those present 
will conduct the ceremony silently. In no event will there be any chants 
or protest signs. They would like the chance, if possible , to have taps 
played at the time the wreath is laid and to have either a Vietnam veteran's 
widow, child, or Gold Star mother present a brief eulogy. 

I shall be in Washington approximately a week prior to May 12 an~ 
respectfully request an opportunity to discuss this matter with you in 



Ms. Elizabeth Hanford Dole 
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person to explore what can possiblW be done to facilitate the granting 
of the Arlington permit. Needless to say, if there is anything you can 
do prior to that time, it would be greatly appreciated. I shall call 
your office in about a week to schedule an appointment with you. If 
you desire to contact me prior to that time, my direct mailing address 
is 6627 Columbus Drive, Middleton, Wisconsin 53562 and my telephone 
number is 608/836-6586 . . 

I might add a personal note. I served in Vietnam with the 25th Infantry 
Division, was exposed to Agent Orange, and am presently on an extended 
medical leave of absence from the Department of Justice primarily due to 
a delayed post-traumatic stress disorder resulting from my tour in Vietnam. 
I have worked for the Department of Justcie for almost eleven years as 
a senior staff investigator and if I had any reason to believe there 
was a potential for the Arlington ceremony being anything other than a 
peaceful one, I would not be contacting you now. It is not the desire 
of Vietnam veterans and their families to embarrass the President, their 
country, or themselves in any manner at Arlington. The President himself 
has recently referred to the Vietnam War as a noble cause. The granting 
of the Arlington permit would be one appropriate way in which the President 
could help honor the veterans of a war who most Americans have chosen to 
forget. 

I look forward to our meeting in Washington in early May. 

S. el 

~ _,,/,,t,L--

J ;reedman 
For the ational Office 
Vietnam Veterans Against the War 

cc. Ms. Camille Haney 
Mr. Peter Zastrow 
Mr. John Lindquist 


